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Dear Members,

I hope you had a wonderful Christmas season
surrounded by family and friends and that 2010
brings you much success, happiness and good health.

We had a good year in 2009 and I am looking
forward to an even better year for our society in this
New Year. We are beginning to get some excellent
programs scheduled and want you to be sure and
attend as many meetings as possible. Of course, we
always want your input for the topics you would like
covered in our programs and hope some of you can
provide a program for us.

For those of you who have been members for several
years, you may remember Toni Carriere's visit with
us a couple of years ago. She is going to be our
guest speaker for our January meeting. Toni is with
the University of South Florida and is head of the
African heritage program. This program works
diligently to assemble records of interest to African
Americans. She is always looking for more material
and would appreciate any records you might have
that could be copied for their files. It is very difficult
to get records that provide genealogical information
from the time of slavery so you may be able to help.
You may have ledgers, family letters, slave receipts
or a vast array of other materials that name
individuals which could be of help in genealogical
research. Please copy these and bring them to our
meeting for Toni. She has had some very
interesting experiences and success stories in her
work and will share some of those with us.

Scott L. Peeler, Jr., President

Election of Officers

During the November meeting new officers were
elected for the upcoming 2010-2012 two year term.

President: Scott Peeler Jr.
Vice-President: David Boyett
Secretary: Annette Lee
Treasurer: Linda Soloski
Directors: Noreta Wells, Gus O’Dell, Marilyn Martin

New PBS Series, “Faces of America”

A four-part genealogical series, Faces of America is
scheduled to air next year. Written and presented by
Harvard scholar, Henry Louis Gates, Jr. Faces of
America hopes to give an understanding and identity
to America’s melting pot of immigrants.

The June 30th WNET.org announcement states,

“Since 2006, Harvard Professor Henry Louis Gates,
Jr has been helping people find long-buried details of
their recent and distant ancestries by restoring the
branches of their individual family trees and then
analyzing their DNA. Faces of America expands the
role of DNA science to take the exploration of
identity to an entirely new level. The series will film
the sequencing of the full human genome for two of
the series’ participants – a scientific and filmic first –
to reveal detailed information about their ancestral
make up.

Currently in production throughout Europe, Mexico,
the Caribbean, the Middle East and Asia, anticipate
broadcast of Faces of America on PBS in 2010.
Faces of America is a production of THIRTEEN in
association with WNET.ORG – one of America’s
most prolific and respected public media providers.

“We will reveal in rich detail the fascinating stories
about our guests’ ancestors, both since their arrival
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as immigrants to the United States, and before their
arrival here, in the countries from which they
emigrated,” says Professor Gates, the Alphonse
Fletcher University Professor and director of the
W.E.B. Du Bois Institute for African and African
American Research at Harvard University. “We hope
to show how immigration of peoples from around the
globe so profoundly has reshaped what it means to
be ‘an American’ and continues to affect how we
talk about identity throughout our society today.”

For a program preview:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sRgsmiFlTv0

Global in scope, Faces of America will look beyond
the black experience to explore American identity
with guests who are Asian, Hispanic, Irish, Italian,
Jewish, Syrian, West Indian, and Native American.
Joining Professor Gates in this new series are poet
Elizabeth Alexander, who composed and read the
poem at President Barack Obama's inauguration,
chef Mario Batali, comedian and television
personality Stephen Colbert, writer Junot Diaz,
writer Louise Erdrich, writer Malcolm Gladwell,
actress Eva Longoria, cellist Yo Yo Ma, writer and
director Mike Nichols, former monarch of Jordan
Queen Noor, actress Meryl Streep, and Olympic gold
medalist and figure skater Kristi Yamaguchi.

BAGHS members tour Centro Asturiano

In what many described as the best trip of the year,
seventeen members and guests traveled to Ybor City
in November for a tour of the Centro Asturiano Club.

Our group was introduced to Jose Oural who is the
president of Centro Asturiano De Tampa. Jose took
us on a guided tour and told us about this special
place.

Jose Oural - Centro Asturiano De Tampa

The history of the Centro Asturiano Club goes back
to 1902 in Tampa but the journey to America for its
members began in the late 1880’s. Hundreds of men
looking for work left the Providence of Asturias in
Spain for the Spanish controlled island of Cuba. The
men would work in the cigar factories until they had
enough money to bring their families. Havana was
the primary destination of these men and other clubs
had been established for other regions of Spain such
as Galicia, Cataluña and Castile. The men of
Asturias established the Centro Asturiano de la
Habana in 1886. The club was formed to provide
medical care, education and social activities for its
members.

Spanish Cultural Day

Antonio Gonzalez Prado, president of El Centro
Asturiano de la Habana, came to Tampa prior to
1900 as the cigar industry came to Tampa. With
many of the Asturias men having experience in the
cigar factories in Havana they traveled to Tampa for

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sRgsmiFlTv0
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the new jobs. After arriving in Tampa they found no
health care at the new factories and local doctors
opposed any clubs such as the ones in Havana that
offered health care.

Prado was able to get financial backing from the
Havana Club and in 1902 founded a branch in
Tampa to provide medical care for the members.

Membership continued to increase and a hospital was
established in the old Hillsborough County
Courthouse under the medical care of Dr. G.H.
Altree of Tampa. The hospital continued to grow
and relocated through the years. Havana continued
to sponsor the Club until a new charter was created
in 1968 under the name Centro Asturiano de Tampa,
Inc. The hospital closed in 1990.

The Centro Asturiano Club was separate from the
Hospital and provided social activities for the
members. The first building was constructed in 1909
but was destroyed by fire in 1912. In 1914 the
current structure was built. The first floor provided
club members with recreational activities, including
a gym, cantina for cards, chess and dominoes, a
billiard room, bowling alley and bar.

50 ft marble onyx bar – world’s longest

Our group was told of an underground tunnel built
during prohibition to smuggle liquor into the club.
The second floor was used for offices and included a
library and classrooms for the women to learn how to
type. Also located on the second floor is a large
auditorium that was being used for a children’s
program that Saturday. The third floor was the
grand ballroom, another bar and balcony for the
auditorium.

Our tour concluded in the cantina area which is now
the Latam Centro de Tampa restaurant. The group

was treated to a great Spanish luncheon.

Latam Centro de Tampa restaurant

BAGHS Spanish Cultural Day

To see the tour photos:
http://www.pbase.com/daveb/ybor

A family vacation of history – War of 1812

Mary and Merton Gates, members of BAGHS,
recently took a trip to England along with their
daughter Sabrina and son-in-law David Peacock. As
most tourists would tour London our group heads off
to Dartmoor Prison in Devon. Not exactly your
regular vacation destination. They were in search of
the history of American prisoners from the War of
1812. Mary is a member of the United Daughters of
the War of 1812. Sabrina and David put together a
very informative power point presentation of the trip
for BAGHS.

http://www.pbase.com/daveb/ybor
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David and Sabrina Peacock

During the war of 1812 almost 6,000 American
prisoners of war were taken by ship to England. At
first the prisoners were housed in various ships, but
soon concern was raised about the prisoners over
powering the guards and taking control of the ships.
The English government decided to move the
prisoners to Dartmoor. Dartmoor was constructed in
the early 1800’s to hold French prisoners from the
Napoleonic Wars. In 1812 the prison held 8,000
American and French prisoners of war.

Nearby, the prisoners built the St. Michael and All
Angles Church at Princetown in Devon. The French
prisoners built the walls from Dartmoor Granite in
1813 and then 250 American prisoners arrived and
added a roof and finished the woodwork. The church
opened in January of 1814.

The war ended in December of 1814 with the signing
of the Treaty of Ghent, however the prisoners were
not released. On April 6, 1815 the prison guards
thinking the prisoners were attempting to escape,
opened fire, killing 7 and wounding 31. The last of
the prisoners were finally released on February 10,
1816.

The United States Daughters of 1812 installed a stain
glass memorial window in the church on June 4,
1910. This stained glass memorial is displayed on all
membership certificates. Then again in 1928 The
Daughters donated money to Dartmoor prison for the
erection of a memorial gate and plaque that still
stand at the entrance to the American Cemetery.

Canadian Research

Another excellent program presented by one of our
own BAGHS members, Dr. Monique Groulx.
Monique has years of French Canadian genealogy
research and family members in Canada.

Dr. Monique Groulx

To be successful in researching genealogical records
in Canada and especially French Canadian records,
some understanding of the naming conventions and
available records are necessary. For instance
throughout the 17th, 18th and most of the 19th

centuries a married French Canadian female would
have dual surnames including both her maiden name
and her married name. The Catholic Church banned
dual surnames in 1860 making it more difficult to
connect the new naming convention as some elected
which surname to retain.

Other problems are common to both Canada and the
United states when the officials would give the
person a new name based on language barriers or just
attempts to make the name more acceptable. Many
French names were Anglicized and Irish names
modified to more English sounding names.

The Canadian marriage records contain some of the
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most detailed records of any country and are an easy
starting point along with the census records. The
Drouin Collection is generally used to locate church
records and can be found on Ancestry.com
international edition. Again it is important to know
the wife’s maiden name. Prior to 1783 the legal age
of majority was 25, after that date the age was 21.

The Drouin Collection was started by Joseph Drouin
who founded the Drouin Genealogical Institute in
1899 and began publishing family books based on
the vital records he gathered.

To properly research many of the French Canadian
records you will need someone that can read French
that has been handwritten on the original records.

As many of the Canadian’s migrated into the New
England area of the United States, again some names
were modified by officials and census takers so many
variations must be searched. One good source for
this information is the New England Historic
Genealogical Society at:
http://www.newenglandancestors.org/

Monique also provided information about the
American-Canadian Genealogical Society:
http://www.acgs.org/
The society can save you hundreds of hours of
research with their on-line records collection. Like
most of the Canadian resources, it is a pay for use
service but like Ancestry.com for U.S. Census
records, it is well worth the fee.

For more information on researching Canadian
records contact Monique at:
mgroulx@tampabay.rr.com
She is also an expert on the French language and
customs.

Annual BAGHS Christmas Party - 2009

BAGHS member, Marilyn Martin, reading the Cajun
Night Before Christmas Story.

For more photos:
http://www.pbase.com/daveb/baghs

Genealogy By The Bay 2010

Coming to Sun City Center Community Hall on
Thursday, January 28, 2010. The featured speaker is
Henry Z (Hank) Jones, Jr. FASG. He will present
the following four sessions:

"When the Sources Are Wrong"
A study of the primary and secondary sources often
found to be in error, how to spot them, and then
overcome these troublesome obstacles.

"Tracing the Origins of Early 18th Century Palatine
and Other Emigrants"
A lively discussion emphasizing the how-to's of
pinpointing and then fully tracing the European roots
of our ancestors. A step-by-step plan.

"The Great Genealogists & What Made Them Great"
Legendary family historians of the past, and how

http://www.newenglandancestors.org/
http://www.acgs.org/
mailto:mgroulx@tampabay.rr.com
http://www.pbase.com/daveb/baghs
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they attained success.

"How 'Psychic Roots' Became an Unsolved
Mystery!"
Hank shares his adventures behind the NBC-TV
dramatization of his Best-Seller.

The cost is $45 and includes an early bird coffee,
muffins and hot buffet.

For details:
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flsbgs/seminar2
010-2.htm

About the Speaker - Henry Z (Hank) Jones, Jr.

Hank has been a professional genealogist since 1965.
He is an entertaining Genealogical lecturer, an
accomplished writer and a respected Fellow of the
American Society of Genealogists. He is best known
for his extensive work with Palatine genealogy and
for his popular book, 'Psychic Roots'. Hank has also
had a long career as an entertainer and screen actor.

He has been actively climbing family trees since the
age of eight, when he found an old trunk filled with
fading tintypes, family letters and old newspaper
clippings in the basement of his parent's home in San
Leandro, CA. He wrote his first genealogical work,
A Few More Left: the Story of Isaac Hillman, his
great grandfather, while still in High School.

As to his "other life”, apart from genealogical
research, Hank Jones has been in the entertainment
field since his graduation from Stanford. He was a
co-star on the old daytime Tennessee Ernie Ford TV
show, logging 400 network appearances on that
program. He also recorded albums for RCA, Capitol,
and Epitome Records and was a featured player in
many of the Disney films. His 20 year career as an
actor in films and TV also included Blackbeard's
Ghost, Herbie Rides Again, The Shaggy D.A., The
Cat from Outer Space, Girl Happy, Tora-Tora-Tora
and several others, as well as a host of other TV
appearances.

He retired from on-camera acting in 1981, to devote
more time to his first love of genealogical research.
He, and his wife Bonnie, live in the Scripps Ranch of
San Diego.

BAGHS Vice President Elect Speaks at Kiwanis:

Our VP, David Boyett, was the guest speaker at the
Brandon Kiwanis Club in December promoting
BAGHS. David talked about the activities and
programs as we approach our 15th year anniversary in

2010. Thank you to BAGHS member, Cliff Knox,
who is a Kiwanis member for the invitation.
Hopefully we will see a few new members from the
visit.

Ask A Genealogist:
Every Tuesday 4-6 p.m. Bloomingdale Library
Co-sponsored by BAGHS and the Library.
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbaghs/

President: Scott L. Peeler Jr. baghs@yahoo.com
Vice President: Bob Rooke
Secretary: Annettee Lee
Treasurer: Linda Soloski
Directors: Noreta Wells, Guss O’Dell, Marilyn Martin
COMMITTEE CHAIRS:
Library: Gus O’Dell
Historian: Anna Jean Springer
Membership: Sandra Troublefield
Newsletter: David Boyett
Publicity: Noreta Wells
Webmaster/IT: Kent Akselsen

The Society meets at the Bloomingdale Regional
Public Library, located at 1906 Bloomingdale
Avenue adjacent to Bloomingdale Senior High
School, the second Tuesday of every month at 6:30
p.m.

Between 6:30 and 7:00 we greet members and
visitors, enjoy refreshments, and are available for
assistance with family research. Our program begins
at 7:00 and a short business meeting follows.

Visitors are always welcome.

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flsbgs/seminar2010-2.htm
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flsbgs/seminar2010-2.htm
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbaghs/
mailto:baghs@yahoo.com
http://www.hcplc.org/hcplc/liblocales/bdl/
http://www.hcplc.org/hcplc/liblocales/bdl/

