Using the LDS FamilySearch Site
www.familysearch.org
FamilySearch.org is the main genealogy website of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS).
FamilySearch.org is a non-profit service sponsored by
the Church. The Church and the site encourage people
to find their ancestors and preserve their family
histories. To help in this great pursuit, the Church has
been actively gathering and preserving genealogical
records worldwide for over 100 years. Because the
Church’s family history efforts are funded by charitable
donations, it freely offers its resources to anyone
interested in finding their family’s roots.
FamilySearch is home to the largest genealogical
library in the world. The library has collected millions of
microfilms, thousands of microfiche and books, and many other original and published records. Most of
the microfilms have been acquired through an extensive microfilming program that began in 1938. Even
as OGS seminar 2006 begins, volunteers are filming original documents in churches, courthouses, and
archives in countries around the world. Now in the 21st century, filming is going digital. The LDS are
currently 2-3 years away from completing the transition from microfilm cameras to digital cameras. The
originals of the microfilms and now digital images are preserved in a vault in the mountains near Salt
Lake City. Copies of microfilms are available for use at the Family History Library in Salt Lake City, Utah
and at Family History Centers around the world. The library catalogue is found through the FamilySearch
site.
But FamilySearch.org is much more than a library. It is home to many databases filled with millions of
entries to primary and secondary family history sources. Databases include:


Ancestral File ©



International Genealogical Index (IGI) ©



Scottish Church Records



Canadian Census - 1881



British Census of 1881



U.S. Census of 1880 and much more....

Each database has its pros and cons, good data and helpful but sometimes misleading data. This lecture
will examine the databases. More importantly, it will demonstrate how to maximize your search
capabilities of one of the most important databases - the International Genealogical Index.

The Collection
The LDS Family History collection includes over 2.4 million rolls of microfilmed genealogical records;
742,000 microfiche; 310,000 books, serials, and other formats; 4,500 periodicals; 700 electronic
resources.
 The Ancestral File database contains more than 36 million names that are linked into families.
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The International Genealogical Index database contains approximately 600 million names of
deceased individuals. An addendum to the International Genealogical Index contains an additional
125 million names. These names have been patron submitted or extracted from thousands of original
birth, christening and marriage records.



The Pedigree Resource File database contains over 80 million names that are linked into families.



Records available are from the United States, Canada, the British Isles, Europe, Latin America, Asia,
and Africa.



In 2003, the collection increased monthly by an average of 4,100 rolls of film, 700 books, and 16
electronic resources.



A majority of the records contain information about persons who lived before 1930.



Approximately 200 cameras are currently microfilming records in over 45 countries. Records have
been filmed in over 110 countries, territories, and possessions.

What’s New, What’s Coming Soon?
The LDS has more planned and underway for users, for example:


An online indexing project being introduced at http://www.familysearchindexing.org/. Vital records for
millions of people from around the world have been carefully safeguarded for generations. Now
through a vast global community effort, these records are being digitally transcribed to freely share
over the Internet. That's right, free access to the FamilySearch Indexes will be available over the
Internet at home and through your local Family History Center as soon as the first phase of the
project is completed.



The work underway to digitize the records on microfilm will go a long way to supporting the new
online indexing project. The billions of names preserved on microfilmed records at the vault are being
converted to digital images that could eventually be viewed online at FamilySearch.org and ultimately
searched in and linked to an online index. Even more critical is the progress being made to digitize all
microfilm in the vault. In as little as 10 years, much of the LDS genealogical collection may be at your
fingertips. Progress on digital conversion is progressing rapidly, for more information see:
http://www.lds.org/library/display/0,4945,40-1-3384-9,00.html)



A project with Brigham Young University Library to link database entries to original documents and
online collections at: http://www.lib.byu.edu - Online Collections = Text Collections.

Other Online Resources:


FAMILYSEARCH MAILING LIST. A mailing list designed to assist anyone with questions regarding
use of the Internet for searching Family History. The FamilySearch internet site and others are
discussed for genealogical research such as searching, downloading, contributing, cross-referencing
and microfilm numbers, and basic "getting started" questions are also discussed and welcomed.
Surname specific research is not discussed. To subscribe send "subscribe" to familysearch-lrequest@rootsweb.com (mail mode) or familysearch-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest mode).



LDS-FamilySearch-Website List Yahoo Groups. A mailing list for the discussion and sharing of
information regarding the LDS Family Search website. Queries regarding general genealogical
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research, researching your own family, or LDS doctrine are beyond the scope of the list. You can
subscribe from http://groups.yahoo.com/group/lds-familysearch-website or by sending the following
to lds-familysearch-website-subscribe@yahoogroups.com - subscribe


LDS-GENEALOGY. A mailing list for those who use the Latter-day Saints Family History Centers,
Library, and Family Search Internet Genealogy Service web site for their genealogy research efforts
to discuss the available resources and their application. Additional information can be found on the
LDS-GENEALOGY Mailing List web site at:
http://members.tripod.com/~Genealogy_Infocenter/ldsgen-list.html. To subscribe send "subscribe" to
lds-genealogy-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) or lds-genealogy-d-request@rootsweb.com
(digest mode).

Batch Number Links:


Learn about batch number searching from articles written by Fawne published in the free online
family history e-Zine, the Global Gazette at:
http://globalgenealogy.com/globalgazette/gazfd/gazfd36.htm and
http://globalgenealogy.com/globalgazette/gazfd/gazfd40.htm



Hugh Wallis' Site: http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~hughwallis/IGIBatchNumbers.htm



GenUKI - Finding L.D.S. Batch Numbers: http://www.genuki.org.uk/big/FindingBatchNos.html



Danish IGI Batch Numbers: http://mikethomas.homepage.dk/BatchNumbersMar2004.PDF



Norway Batch Numbers: http://www.compusmart.ab.ca/elien/norway/



LDS Film Numbers, IGI Batch Numbers and British Isles Vital Records Index Instances for all of
Ireland: http://www.sierratel.com/colinf/genuki/CAV/IGIBVRI.html



Batch Numbers for France: http://www.francegenweb.org/dept/batchnumber.php



Scottish Parishes: http://www.geocities.com/SoHo/Workshop/2299/igirefssct.html

Family History Centers:


Family History Centers are branches of the Family History Library.



Over 4,000 Family History Centers operate in more than 88 countries.



Local Family History Centers are staffed by helpful volunteers.



About 100,000 rolls of microfilm are circulated to Family History Centers each month.



To find a Family History Center near you:
http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Library/FHC/frameset_fhc.asp?PAGE=library_fhc_find.asp
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Reminders


Make use of the free online Guides by downloading and saving the pdf
files available online. Research Guidance & Research Helps.



Use the free forms and checklists available on the FamilySearch
website for your research by downloading and saving the pdf files.



Always check the source information for any entries on the Family
Search Website. Whenever possible, request the original microfilms to
your local Family History Center and check the full information for the
entry you discovered online.



Just because you are searching online does not mean you should ignore good research
practices…check everything carefully! Online information is only as good as the person(s)
who indexed/extracted and submitted it.



Try using batch number and parent searches - you never know what you will discover!



Consider participating in the new online indexing project http://www.familysearchindexing.org
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