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During the past 35 years, over 2600 members have joined Quinte 

Branch, and perhaps double that of non-members have asked for and got 

support from us in one form or another. Consequently, several thousand 

family trees and genealogies have been improved by and made more 

credible by the addition of facts and information obtained from our 

library holdings. In addition, more than 500 volunteer person years of 

endeavour have enabled the Branch Council to develop, maintain and 

deliver genealogical services and support. The operative word in all this 

is volunteers. 

 

And so, prior to our beginning, the Ontario Genealogical Society (OGS) 

was established in 1961 and by its 25th Anniversary in 1986, it had 

created 25 Branches throughout the Province of Ontario, including our 

very own Quinte Branch. Today OGS has over 30 Branches and Special 

Interest Groups. The mission of OGS and of its many Branches is to 

encourage, bring together and assist those interested in the pursuit of 

family history and to preserve our Ontario genealogical heritage. And, 

believe me, OGS and the Branches have encouraged, brought together 

and assisted a lot of people over 54 years, and Quinte Branch has done 

its fair share. In our case, the underlying premise for all this effort is that 

the Bay of Quinte area has a very rich demographic heritage with which 

to generate an interest in research; that includes First Nations peoples, 

British and French explorers and nation builders, United Empire 

Loyalists, immigrants direct from every Country in Europe, and 

gradually in more recent history, immigrants from virtually every corner 

of the globe. In addition to being a destination for many, the Bay of 

Quinte area has also been a point of departure into the United States and 

Western and Northern Canada as the remainder of the continent was 

opened for migration. The result of this large population influx and 

outflow was the creation of a veritable potpourri of family history 

research opportunities and answers, some of which have been found and 

some of which are still waiting to be discovered in the Bay of Quinte 



area. So, you have to ask, why and how do people become interested, 

and then completely committed to the search for their ancestors? 

 

For many, it starts rather harmlessly while looking through old family 

bibles, charts and narratives done by previous generations, and then a 

yearning develops for greater understanding of one’s family history and 

accomplishments. Add to that the prospect of finding a Prime Minister 

lurking in your family tree, or maybe even an NHL player if you are 

really lucky. And then there are the shoe boxes, albums and trunks of old 

photographs, passed down from one generation to another, mostly 

without names, but still very interesting and  enjoyable to look at. While 

you can resist the temptation for a while, eventually those of us who 

have and will ultimately decide to explore our ancestral past all fall prey 

to the tripwire question, “Who are these people?” Once that question is 

asked, an answer becomes imperative, and the journey begins. 

 

When Gordon Crouse offered a 10 week course in Genealogy to be 

given at the Education Centre in Bloomfield starting in January 1980, of 

the 32 who signed up for the course, likely all of them had already been 

inspired to begin their research and were looking for some insight as to 

how and where to start. The course was conducted as advertised and in 

the spring of 1980, the class members were almost ready to get on with 

it, but not entirely. Many of them realized that the individual challenges 

facing them might be more easily overcome if they were working 

together and in support of each other. They had obviously bonded as a 

group during the course.   The idea of forming a local genealogy group 

was discussed, options were considered, and a choice was made. On 22 

April 1980, a charter meeting was held, an executive body was created, 

and an application to become a Branch of OGS was put in motion. Less 

than two months later on 14 June, Quinte Branch of the Ontario 

Genealogical Society was born. As the 18th Branch of OGS, its primary 

geographical area of influence was to be Hastings and Prince Edward 

Counties, and the eastern part of Northumberland County. 

So, what of the need for this new organization? At that time, the Bay of 

Quinte area was already blessed with a strong cadre of public 



administration, heritage and religious organizations: Churches, 

Municipal Offices, Township and County Archives, and Historical 

Societies that provided a measure of family history research potential, 

not to mention the Public Libraries which played and continue to play 

prominently in that regard. However, there was no membership 

organization prior to 1980 in our community whose sole purpose was 

Genealogy and family history. With the creation of Quinte Branch, that 

all changed. 

 

When I first read the written Quinte Branch history prepared by our very 

own Marilyn Harry, I was struck by the daring of this small band of 

family historians who were fully prepared to begin and continue their 

own research, and take on the workload of managing a start-up 

genealogy group. Besides having an enviable and very large measure of 

enthusiasm and self confidence, they also had to be pretty sure that 

Gordon Crouse as their first Chairperson, and Loral and Mildred 

Wanamaker as mentors would lead them down the correct path. And of 

course, they were absolutely right! Let me tell you how right they were! 

Gordon Crouse and the Wanamakers were not new to this game:  The 

Wanamakers were very involved in genealogical research early on in 

Prince Edward County and during the mid 1960s they recorded grave 

marker inscriptions in all of the cemeteries of Prince Edward County.   

They were avid local historians and genealogists, who compiled over 30 

family histories, and they were Charter Members of Kingston Branch 

OGS in 1973 before getting involved in the start-up of Quinte Branch in 

1980. Loral was a UEL and a member of the Hastings County Historical 

Society. He was the first President of the 7th Town Historical Society in 

Ameliasburgh in 1969, and Muriel lead the group in 1975-1976. Loral 

and Mildred were OGS members in the early days of the Society, having 

joined in 1971, OGS member #s 1631 and 1632. Gordon Crouse was an 

equally accomplished historian and genealogist, with a penchant to 

encourage others through his passion for history and genealogy. Gordon 

was a member of OGS long before the fledgling Provincial Society had 

even stood up its first Branch. He joined OGS in 1964, membership # 

129.  



  

 Because of its strong, capable and experienced leadership, and highly 

motivated Charter Members, Quinte Branch was immediately accepted 

and embraced by local and distant family historians, membership 

numbers growing to 143 by January of 1981 and to 312 by January of 

1982. Clearly, and without question, Quinte Branch provided a much 

needed and much welcomed presence in the Bay of Quinte heritage 

community. Its time had come!   

  

Not only was Quinte Branch a grass roots vision that was realized, it was 

also an organization that acquired its standing so quickly, they had to 

scramble to arrange for a PO Box address. In 1980, there would be mail. 

After a few months of meetings in various locations which involved 

moving the infant sized library holdings around in the trunk of 

someone’s car, the Education Centre in Bloomfield agreed to provide 

permanent occupancy for the Quinte Branch Library and a room for their 

monthly meetings. An accord was struck, and Quinte Branch enjoyed 

those arrangements in Bloomfield from 1980 until 1994. Background 

note: the donation of an old restored manual-set printing press to the 

Education Centre Archives was made by Gordon Crouse at about the 

time of the accommodation deal. Leverage works! 

 

Priorities: Donations, Cemeteries, Public Records, Meetings and 

Speakers, Newsletter: The Searchlight, 

Membership and Volunteers   

 

By early 1994, as the Education Centre was in desperate need of 

additional space for its archive expansion plans and Quinte Branch was 

in a similar situation, needing more space for the growing library, a 

solution was needed.  As luck would have it, 7th Town Historical 

Society in Ameliasburgh and the new Marilyn Adams Centre were in 

need of a genealogy capability to be in place when they opened in 1994, 

and Quinte Branch nicely filled the bill. For close to 12 years, 1994 until 

2006, 7th Town and Quinte Branch shared quarters in the MAGRC, both 

organizations growing their membership and libraries, and attempting to 



achieve their respective visions for success. To have effectively juggled 

collocation, cooperation and competitive spirit for 12 years together was 

a masterful achievement in itself, but that ever challenging scenario was 

alleviated to everyone’s benefit in the fall of 2005. Discussions between 

the Quinte West Public Library and Quinte Branch were entered into 

with a view to Quinte Branch taking up residency in Trenton. Over 

several months the move was considered, an arrangement was agreed to, 

and during the following year, Quinte Branch settled into its current 

accommodations here at 7 Creswell Drive, in the Quinte Genealogy 

Centre. 

 

Throughout our 35 years as an OGS Branch, in Bloomfield, 

Ameliasburgh and Trenton, we have tried to keep our eye on the ball, 

moving the Branch forward in response to and in step with technological 

changes, and in recognition of the evolution of the family history 

research phenomenon. It is also fair to say that both influences have 

given us reason to have conflicting feelings and opinions about our 

current state of affairs. As researchers and family historians, we are all 

overjoyed at the wonderful and plentiful options we have today to find 

the facts and stories about our ancestors. On the other hand, those of us 

who are volunteer managers and custodians of community based 

organizations tend to fret about our annual membership tally and the 

difficulty of not always having enough volunteers to help with our 

labour of love. And so we should! The truth is, the jigsaw puzzle of 

research opportunities has grown exponentially thanks to the emergence 

and success of local organizations like ours and the development and 

creativity of countless internet based companies and information 

sources. There are simply more individual pieces to the research puzzle 

than ever before and they all have and want a bigger role to play, and 

researchers like having choices. As we continue to encourage, bring 

together and assist family historians in their efforts, we must also 

continue to embrace the two realities of enjoying a wealth of research 

options beyond our wildest dreams, and keeping our part of the jigsaw 

puzzle relevant, respected and in demand. While we will not likely be 

able to do that entirely on our own, with the input and commitment of all 



the Branches of OGS, it is my hope that the Society can and will make 

the necessary tough decisions about our future over the near and medium 

term, to guide OGS along the correct path for continuing success. And, 

that is a challenge and a desired outcome worth the effort! 

 

Quinte Branch has had a very charmed life throughout its 35 year 

history. We have been blessed in considerable measure with invaluable 

contributions by many talented and generous people over the years as 

volunteer members of Branch Council and in supporting roles; we have 

been the beneficiary of donations of countless personal genealogies, 

books, and public and private documents and we have been warmly 

welcomed and accommodated in both Prince Edward County and 

Hastings County. We enjoy the benefits of a splendid location here in 

Trenton from which to provide genealogical services and support to the 

community at large, and for that, we are very appreciative of the 

considerations extended to Quinte Branch by the city of Quinte West, 

the Library Board and the Chief Librarian and staff of Quinte West 

Public Library. 

  
In closing, we are justifiably proud of our little library, our newsletter, 

website, research programs and conveniences, informative presentations 

and workshops all of which we have developed, grown and honed over 

these 35 years, and we are ever grateful to our loyal and supportive 

members and friends of Quinte Branch. But, were it not for the vision 

and enthusiasm of 26 people in the spring of 1980, we might not be 

gathered here today. We are indebted to them for this magnificent and 

lasting gift called Quinte Branch and for what it has meant to thousands 

of families here and around the world in their family history research. To 

all of our Charter Members including Gordon Crouse, and to Loral and 

Mildred Wanamaker, our mentors, thank you!  

 

John Grant Carew 

Chair, Quinte Branch 

Ontario Genealogical Society 

  


