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May Meeting    
 
 
 

 

Calling In the Pros 
  
 

Northern California Chapter of the  Association of 
Professional Genealogists panel presentation:  

 
Janice Sellers, Sheri Fenley, Corey Oiesen 

 
 

 
 
Have you come to a standstill in your research? Hit a brick wall?  
When you have a rewiring job, you hire an electrician. When you have a backed up 
sink, you call in the plumber. When your taxes get way complicated, you go to a 
professional. So when you have tried everything you can think of and you hit the brick 
wall, you need to think about hiring a professional genealogist.  
 
How do you find a professional, especially one that is expert in your particular brick 
wall? Where do you find them? What to expect? How much will you have to pay? How 
does one become a professional? Come and hear three professional genealogists who can answer these 
kinds of questions. If you don’t need someone to help you today, you might in the future. 

 
 

 

12:00 Noon      Saturday  

17 May 2014 

Gracey Room, Merced County Library 

 
 
 

Note: The library hours are changing as of April 14, 2014. Check the library website for the new hours: 
http://www.co.merced.ca.us/index.aspx?nid=77   Look for New Hours of Service 

 
Also, Effective April 14, 2014 the Cressey, George, South Dos Palos and Stevinson branch libraries will 
be closed to the public indefinitely. Budget cuts had to be made and this was a County Board decision. 
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Message from the President: 
What a wonderful time of the year! The sun is shining 
through the rain sprinkles, the trees are glowing 
bright green in new growth and there's a rainbow in 
the sky. This is one of my favorite scenes in the 
spring. 
     Now... you see that wasn't so hard to do? Was it ? 
Not so hard to write down. Just what I was feeling. 
     Now I want you to do this. Just a few lines about 
the excitement of the journey you are taking in finding 
all about your ancestors. That's all we need. Write a 
few lines about your journey. Jump in anywhere. I'm 
sure we've all been there. 
     And when your done, just give to any of the board 
members and we will get it to Anne or whoever is 
taking over Anne's place as the Family Snoop Editor. 
We all like to see what everyone else is doing and it 
makes the Family Snoop more entertaining. 
     Which brings to mind, my own little journey of 
discovery. Recently, in March, I decided to try again 
to find the child I gave up for private adoption 48 
years ago. At the same time, I came across a cotton 
food bag from State Farm Insurance Co. which had 
the name of my son's last name on it. It's not a 
common name, and what are the chances of finding 
this same name in California, in my possession (it's 
very common in Minneapolis where I knew his 
parents had taken him when he was young.)  So I 
called the number on the bag and got a young man 
named Torrey whose great-grandparents were from 
Minnesota. He got so excited about my journey, that 
he did some searching for me and found him on 
Facebook. It was a very sweet and kind thing to do 
and now we are friends. Being a Computer Dinosaur, 
I hadn't thought of Facebook even though I'm on 
Facebook. 
     Jon's Facebook site had information on it that 
jived with the information I had gotten from the doctor 
so long ago. It indicated that Jon had been living in 
Clovis and had gone to college there. I was so 
excited that I called my daughter, Matilda, who lives 
in Fresno. When she went on Facebook to see his 
profile, she found that her boyfriend knew one of his 
close friends and that she recognized a person in his 
photos and friend list that she knew at her work 
place. When she contacted this female person, she 
found she was his housemate but not girlfriend. 
     To make a long story short, she and Jennifer 
ended up becoming fast friends and plotted together 
to get us together. So after about 2-3 weeks, Jon 
finally made it over, bringing his girlfriend as backup, 
on his motorcycle while Tilla drove her car. And we 
all had dinner, shared pictures talked for a long time. 
He looks just like my daughter, Tilla. 
     The funny thing is that, as I was initiating this 
search, come to find out it was his birthday and I 
didn't know it because I had lost the exact date save 

that it was February or March of 1966. And he's been 
living in Fresno for the past 13 years. WOW!! 
     That's my story, now lets see yours. 
 

In your service,  
Stephanie McLeod, Pres. 

 
 
Mark your Calendars! 
 

2-3 May, 2014 
6

th
 Annual Northern California Family History 

Expo, Sacramento. Research and technology 
classes, speakers and more. 
https://www.familyhistoryexpos.com/event_press_fly/
2014_Sacramento.pdf 
 
4 May 2014 
Using the Flip-Pal Mobile Scanner, presented by 
genealogist, Glenda Lloyd. Sacramento Central 
Library, 828 “I” St., Sacramento, 1:00-2:30 pm. The 
Flip-Pal scanner lets you scan photos, documents, 
books and more anywhere, without the use of a 
computer, especially useful when you are away from 
home. Learn more about the scanner and its uses in 
this presentation 
http://www.gensac.org/index.php 
click on Events 
 
10 May 2014 
Spotlight on the Latest German Research Tools,  
seminar presented by Kory Meyerlink. Sacramento  
German Genealogy Society. 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Fair 
Oaks Presbyterian Church, 11427 Fair Oaks Blvd, 
Fair Oaks, CA.  
http://www.sacgergensoc.org/cpage.php?pt=7 
 
13 May 2014 
The Forestiere Underground Gardens, speaker: 
Silvio Manno, Director of Conservancy. Learn about 
the history of resno’s unique treasure. The speaker  
will also share some Italian genealogy tips. 
Woodward Park Library, 944 E Perrin (at Champlain), 
Fresno, 6:15 p.m.Refreshments, 6:45 p.m. Program. 
The program is FREE and Visitors are welcome! 
 
31 May 2014 
Harnessing the Power of Digital Photography for 
Family History, speaker: Ron Madson. 10 am – 3 
pm. California Genealogical Society and Library, 
2201 Broadway, Suite LL2, Oakland, CA 
http://www.californiaancestors.org/, see Events 
calendar. 
 
6-8 June 2014 
Southern California Genealogy Jamboree, 
Burbank 
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http://genealogyjamboree.org/ 
 
27 July – 4 August 2014 
34

th
 IAJGS International Conference on Jewish 

Genealogy, Salt Lake City, UT 
http://conference.iajgs.org/2014/ 
 
 
 

Welcome to new MCGS Member: 
 

David W. Norris and Suzzete A (Banks) Norris, from Merced, 
searching Norris in Chowchilla, 1930s -1960s; Peterson in 
Fairmead, CA, 1920s-; and Banks in Merced, 1920s-.

 
 
News from Root Cellar’s library 
Volunteers are creating an online catalog of the library’s holdings. An older list can be downloaded as a pdf file. The 
library, located in the California State Archives building in Sacramento, has over 6000 books and periodicals from 
more than 300 genealogical societies in the U.S. and Canada. For more information: 
http://www.rootcellar.org/cpage.php?pt=46 
 
News from the Society of California Pioneers 
Later this year one of the old Montgomery Barracks Buildings at the Presidio in San Francisco will become a 
California history museum. The Society of California Pioneers will relocate there. This group, established in 1850, 
collects, maintains and exhibits California memorabilia from the early years of statehood. 
http://www.californiapioneers.org/news/ 
 
News from FamilySearch.org 
The following databases are in the process of being updated 
 

District of Columbia Marriages, 1811-1950 
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1803979   nearly done 
 
Minnesota, County Marriages, 1860-1949 
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1803974  several counties done 
 
Ohio, County Births, 1841-2003 
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1932106 
 
New York, Kings County Estate Files, 1866-1923 
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1466356 
 
Ohio, County Marriages, 1789-1994 
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1614804 

 

More on Ireland 
In our last newsletter there was a short article about researching in Ireland and how Griffith’s Valuation could serve 
as a sort of census. You can search this resource free at a website called Ask About Ireland - 
http://www.askaboutireland.ie/.  When you search their database you can put in a surname and then a first name. If 

Upcoming Programs 2014 

June 21 Where There's A Will There's a Probate - Vi Parsons 

July 19 Visiting the Azores – Roberta Saling and Anne Field 

August No meeting 

September TBA 

October The Mountain Men               speaker: Scott Johnson 
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you know that county your ancestors came from, you will find searching a less daunting task. When you find 
someone, you can see the actual page from the Valuation and then you can see the general area plotted on a map. 
 
 

Wedding Punch 
 

While going through a trunk at my mother’s condo a few 
years ago, I came across an old scrapbook that belonged to 
my mother. My sisters and I had never seen it. It was a 
treasure trove of memorabilia from 1939/1940 when she 
was nineteen years old. Her father, a Navy officer, was 
transferred to Hawaii in 1939. Honolulu at that time was full 
of young Navy pilots – what a place to be for a nineteen 
year old girl! She was engaged in less than six months and 
married five months later. The scrapbook was full of menus 
from Honolulu restaurants, the wine label from the 
champagne dispensed at their engagement party, 
newspaper clippings of her engagement and the wedding, a 

postcard of Cooper Ranch where they honeymooned, wedding invitations and more.  
 
While growing up, my sisters and I heard stories about the wedding punch at their reception – guests were found 
passed out in the bushes. So now we knew why. The recipe above call for 2 qts. Sauterne, 1 qt. Grape Brandy, 1 
qt. Sherry, 4 oz. Cointreau. Add just before serving: 2 qts. champagne, 1 qt. charged water that has been chilled. 

Anne Field 
 
 

National Archives and Genealogy 
http://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/ 
 
Lots of help here for beginning genealogists as well as those of us who have been researching for awhile. Under 
Start Your Genealogy Research you can learn their holdings that are commonly used by genealogists. There are 
Online Learning Resources – videos to help you get started on topics such as Native American Records, Union 
Civil War Pension Files, Genealogy Through Navy Deck Logs, etc. These are from sessions at the National 
Archives Virtual Genealogy Fair, September 2013. They include lectures on video, presentation slides and 
handouts. For the full list: 
http://www.archives.gov/dc-metro/know-your-records/genealogy-fair/ 
 
The Archives has lots of genealogical records online, including Casualty lists for the Korean and Vietnam Wars, 
Appointments and Oaths of U.S. Marshals and Deputy Marshals, 1864-1912, Records of Death and Interment at 
Camp Nelson, KY, 1864-1865, Dawes Rolls Index and Final Rolls, World War II Honor List of Dead and Missing 
Army and Army Air Forces Personnel, 1946, and Records of Awards and Decorations of Honor During the Vietnam 
Conflict, 10/1968 - 12/1972. 
http://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/start-research/ 
 
The National Archives at San Francisco, are open from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. Location: 
Leo J. Ryan Memorial Federal Building, 1000 Commodore Drive, San Bruno, California 94066-2350, Phone: (650) 
238-3501 
http://www.archives.gov/san-francisco/ 
 
Caring for Your Family Archives helps you figure out what kind of photo album to use and how to attach the photos 
to the album pages; how to caption your photos, store them, display them; whether to leave old photos in old photo 
albums and what to do with photos in those old self-stick albums; and how to convert home movies to video tape.  
http://www.archives.gov/preservation/family-archives/detaching-photos.html 
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A Word from your editor… 
Genealogy and our Preconceived Ideas… 
I was browsing a few genealogy blogs recently when I came across one posted back in January of this year on 
Jenny’s Genealogy Blog - http://jennyalogy.blogspot.com/. It was titled My Genealogical Epiphany and it had to 
do with how often we genealogists go looking for information to prove what we think we know. Her epiphany came 
from reading a book called The Riddle of the Labyrinth, by Margalit Fox. The book is about the attempt to decode 
some clay tablets from the past discovered in Crete. One of those who attempted, an American woman named 
Alice Kober, took a different approach from others and her approach is the one that our blogger, Jenny, took to 
heart. Jenny’s lesson: Let the data speak for itself. As she says, we often look for what we believe to be true 
because of a printed genealogy or a family tale or someone else’s posted family tree. Jenny’s conclusion: “The 
moral of the story is to try to remove any preconceived ideas from your head.  Study the data.  Use ONLY to data to 
reconstruct a family tree.  If that agrees with a published tree, or a tree sent to you by a relative, then good. 
Otherwise, trust the data.”  
 
 

Finally, a Scottish Ancestor 
I have been tracing my family for over thirty years and had never found 
any Germans or Scots. So when I finally got around to my Pierce family 
in Massachusetts three years ago, I was thrilled to finally find a Scottish 
ancestor. There was a book on the Pierce family and I tend to not work 
too hard on those families that have had their ancestry printed up, but 
eventually I try to prove the names and dates that are in those books and 
verify the information for myself – a good habit, since not all those old 
family books are accurate and we have much better access to records 
now. 
 
The Munroe Tavern, photograph by Leon H. Abdalian, Creative Commons 
license 

 
The ancestor I found was William Munroe who had a daughter named Martha by the first of his three wives, Martha 
George. Martha Munroe married John Comee and their daughter Abigail married into the Pierce family. Since they 
are all my direct ancestors, I was busy checking and verifying what little information I had. I came across an old  
genealogical journal article from 1901 which was reviewing a book about the Munroe clan of Lexington, 
Massachusetts, written by a descendant – my lucky day! That article led me to a couple magazine articles by Diane 
Rapaport – who happens to be a member of APG, the Association of Professional Genealogists, the same group 
whose members spoke to our us in May.  
 
William, it turns out, had a great backstory. He arrived in Massachusetts on the John and Sara in 1652, but not by 
choice. He was one of many Scots who were killed or capture in 1651 at the Battle of Worcester, fighting Cromwell 
on the side of the Royalists. The many prisoners were made to march to London and herded into prison camps 
which were crowded and disease-infested. With too many men to imprison, the governament sent the men 
overseas. William was lucky to be sent to Massachusetts rather than to work in the gold mines of Guinea or other 
destinations. William, like the others aboard the John and Sara, was sold as an indentured servant to the millwright 
John Adams in Cambridge. Most of these men spoke Gaelic and could not read and write. They were not high up 
on the social scale.  
 
William’s life only got better. He was about twenty-six when he was taken prisoner. He married three times and 
fathered fifteen children. He lived to be ninety-three, died in 1718 and was buried in the Old Burying Ground in 
Lexington.  
 
William did not live to see his two grandsons, Robert and Jedediah, and two great grandsons, Ebenezer and 
William, fight as part of the militia in the Battle of Lexington in April 1776. Robert lost his life that day and Jedediah 
died later that day in another battle. The Munroe Tavern in Lexington, which belonged to William, one of the two 
great grandsons, was taken over by the British and used as their headquarters and field hospital during the Battle 
of Lexington. The historic Tavern, which was recently renovated, now houses a museum which tells about the first 
day of the battle from the British perspective. 
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The story of William and the other Scottish prisoners, Scots For Sale: The Fate of the Scottish Prisoners in 17
th
 

Century Massachusetts, by Diane Rapaport, 2002, can be found at the New England Historic Genealogical 
Society’s American Ancestors website: http://www.americanancestors.org/scots-for-sale/. 
 
Still no Germans yet! 

Anne Field 

Helpful Hints in the DCR 
And speaking of Germans, take a look at two of our magazines in the DCR which have help at hand for those of 
you with ancestors from Germany. The April/May issue of Internet Genealogy has German Genealogy Websites 
You Won’t Want to Miss, by Leslie Albrecht Huber. The May/June issue of Family Tree Magazine provides six 
sources to help you find the name of your ancestor’s home village which could lead you to a gold mine of 
information: The Way Home, by James M. Beidler. 
 
Family Tree Magazine also has an article on how to search Irish Census records and one on organizing your 
workspace and banishing the clutter. If you are thinking of getting a genealogy software program, Internet 
Genealogy has a review of the new Legacy Family Tree version 8. 
 
Remember! The magazines in the DCR are there for all to use. Don’t take them home with you. 
 
 

San Joaquin Valley National Cemetery 
 

Memorial Day is on May 26 this year, an appropriate time to learn 
about the San Joaquin Valley National Cemetery in Santa Nella, 
just south of Gustine, in Merced County. Located at 2053 West 
McCabe Road, the cemetery is north of the San Luis Reservoir. 
Heading north on Hwy 5, take the exit for Santa Nella. Turn left on 
McCabe Road and head west. There is no freeway exit, so you 
must go north on Highway 33 to get to McCabe Road. 
 
The cemetery is open daily, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. for visitors, but the 
office is only open Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and 
it is closed on Federal holidays except for Memorial Day. 
 
The cemetery is the sixth national cemetery in California. Land 
was donated for a cemetery in 1989 by the Romero Ranch 
Company and construction began the folowing year. There are 
two memorials there: The California Korean War Veterans 

Memorial and the 11th Airborne Memorial. There are nearly 35,000 interments at the cemetery.  
http://www.cem.va.gov/cems/nchp/sanjoaquinvalley.asp 
The nationwide gravesite locator: http://gravelocator.cem.va.gov/ 
 
There are 131 national cemeteries maintained by the Dept. of Veterans Affairs in 39 states and Puerto Rico. The Department of the Army 
maintains two national cemeteries, Arlington National Cemetery and the U.S. Soldiers' & Airmen's Home National Cemetery in Washington 
D.C. There are many State Veterans Cemeteries also, one in Yountville and one in Igo, near Redding. 
http://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/ 
http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/travel/national_cemeteries/district_of_columbia/us_soldiers_and_airmens_home_national_cemetery.html 
 
The Department of the Interior maintains 14 national cemeteries within various national parks. These include Andersonville National 
Cemetery in Georgia, Custer National Cemetery in Montana, and Yorktown National Cemetery. 
http://www.cem.va.gov/cem/cems/doi.asp 
 
Besides the cemeteries in the United States, there are 24 overseas military cemeteries: the American Battle Monuments Commission 
Cemeteries, resting places for almost 218,000 American war dead. You can search this site by name for burials at these cemeteries. 
http://www.abmc.gov/ 
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The Family Snoop is published on the first day of 
each month except Aug and Dec. It is sent in .pdf to 
members who receive it by email. Back copies can 
be emailed to members as attachments. Send items, 
articles, stories, etc., to mcgsmail@annefield.net 
You can choose to receive the Family Snoop via 
email in a pdf format – get it sooner and in color. 
Contact Sharon Darby, our treasurer. Deadline for 
the June 2014 issue is May 23, 2014. 

 
MCGS meetings are held at noon, on the 3d 
Saturday of the month. The library closes at 3:00 
p.m. on Saturday.There is no meeting in August. 
 
Dues are $20 per year for an Individual or $30 for a 
Family living at the same address. 
 
The Doris Cochran Research Room is open 1:00 to 
4:00 p.m. on Wednesdays and  12:00 to 3:00 p.m. on 
Saturdays, BUT WE NEED SUBSTITUTE 
VOLUNTEERS TO HELP KEEP IT OPEN!!  
Please Volunteer! 
 
MCGS Website: http://www.rootsweb.com/~camcgs 
 

 
Merced County Genealogical Society 
P.O. Box 3061 
Merced, CA. 95344 
 

President Stephanie McLeod  383-1009 

1st Vice President Lois Jimenez   723-9019 

2nd Vice President Rosalie Heppner   358-5298 

Treasurer Sharon Darby   723-5374 

Secretary Robyn Echols   358-2461 

Past President Shari Stetson  358-7719 

Membership Open 

Hospitality Michle Burroughs   383-4112 

Publicity Open 

Programs 
Susan Benes, Michle Burroughs, 
Rosalie Heppner, Stephanie McLeod & 
Shari Stetson 

Editor, The Family 
Snoop  

Anne Field   357-8672 
mcgsmail AT annefield DOT net 

Family History Center  
www.familysearch.org 
1080 E Yosemite Ave Merced. 722-1307  
Tuesday, Wednesday, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm, 
Thursday, 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.   
Tuesday evening,  7:00 pm to 9:00 pm 
Free access on their computers to Ancestry and 
other programs. Take along your flash drive to save 
and download. Volunteers are there to help you and 
microfilms can now be ordered online. 
 
 
Merced County Library 
www.co.merced.ca.us/index.aspx?nid=77 
2100 O Street Merced 209-285-7642    
Fax: 209-726-7912 
Monday through Thursday – 10am to 6:00pm 
Friday & Saturday - 10:00am to 5:00pm. 
 
 
Merced County Courthouse Museum 
www.mercedmuseum.org 
21st & N Streets Merced 
Wednesday through Sunday - 1:00pm to 4:00pm. 
Free admission. 
 
 
Genealogical Society of Stanislaus County 
www.cagenweb.com/lr/stanislaus/gssc.html 
Click on their newsletter to read online or download. 
Information about bus trips and programs offered 
throughout the year that may interest you. 
 

 
 

Monthly Financial Report March 2014 

  

Income:  

Expenses: 285.20 

Checking Total (178.11) 

 $4,757.94 

Savings Account  

CD-9 months; matures on 10/8/14 3,864.15 

CD-12 months; matures on 5/19/14 5,834.17 

Total in Checking and Savings: $20,109.34 

 

 
 

MCGS Website: http://www.rootsweb.com/~camcgs 


