KIRKOSWALD KIRK SESSION 30TH DECR 1810

Session met and constituted. Took into there consideration the circumstances of the female child left at the door of James Campbell Innkeeper Kirkoswald on Monday 23rd …….? Or sabbath the 22nd. Cust. where child was at present in the house of Hugh Rodger, two of the members of session repported that  ……? had in company with several  ? parishioners had made enquiry thro the parishes ……and Girvan but could not find out the unatural mother or person that had laid down the child.  The session ……?    And take the solemon declaration of said James Campbell and his family and accordingly Ages Neil servant to said James Campbell being called compd and declard that on the night.  ……  ? about 12 O’clock a ? came to the door which was upealed for five ? at little ………………………  ? her master Jas Campbell rose form his bed and coame into the kitchen when the ……………..with his child and ………………..

James Campbell Innkeeper declared that betwixt Sunday night and Monday morning last having gone to bed about 10’clock that he was awaked with a rapping at the door, that at the same time his servant called to him that there was some person at the door, he immediately rose and put on his trousers that he heard another rap at the door upon which he went and called who was there but none answered that this was about a quarter past 12’clock at the same time he heard the foot of one leaving the door and which he thinks went down the road, he then went to the far side and stood a few minutes that he heard the murmers of a child, and said to his servant that it was like the murmers of a child she and he was not satisfied in his mind and would see what was about the house and immediately went upstairs and shut up the window and looked over it being very dark and stormy, and he saw a white thing at the door and at the same time heard the murmors of a child, he immediately shut the window and came to the stair head and called down to his servant that he thought there was a child lying at the door and desired her to go and lift it and bring it in. he then went back to the window and looked over again and saw his servant Agnes Neil take up the child that he saw no other person at the time he called to his servant till she had taken up the child that he remained a few minutes as the window after the child was taken up and the reason why he did not alarm the neighbours that he was afraid that he might be murdered if he went out that upon his return to the kitchen he found his servant with the child on her knee warming its feet at the fire.  That is that the child had on a nuglen sark a flenel barell a small piece of flennel at is body a ? of the same and a large piece  rolled up in, on its head was two mutches of the same cambreck muslin and a flenel hood, that the saw no money paper of any thing else about the child but a little thyme which he understood was in the boson  that he understood that there was two men and a women in his house that night, but as he only saw them raping the house door he could not give an marks of them only he observed one of them had on a jacket and trousers.  Further that he has not ground of suspision either who left the child at his door or the mother of it, that the child was a little sore on one cheek as if rubbed with the carrying but from the cleaness of its cloes thinks that it had not been carried far.  All which he declares to be the truth signed James Campbell

Comp Janet M’Clymont servant with the above Jas Campbell and being examined as to her knowledge of the above child she agreed in every particular with the foresaid declaration and could add no more information…..

Com Margt Neilson a widow woman and declared that she had examined the child and that it was a female child and appeared not to be many days old and that it was neatly swaddled up and done by a person if some experience

The session in the meantime appoint that the child be taken from Janet Rodger and given to a proper nurse as soon as one can be procured and that all diligent search be made to find out the unatural mother and if not soon found that the child be baptised and the members of the session should act as sponsers  ses closed with prayer.

