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In the year 1896, the Chautauqua came to Eagles.Mawvas a grand event
for the fledgling resort town. The name Chautaug@s synonymous with a
particular style of moral higher learning and ratian, and the Chautauqua in Eagles
Mere brought a flood of curious and studious vacedis into Eagles Mere, many of
whom continued to return year after year and bfiremds along with them. The
original Chautauqua Institution in New York stat@s22 years old in 1896, and had
grown from a small summer camp into a nationallstament, which continues
today. The small satellite Chautauqua in EaglessM®owever, only ran through
1902, after which formal Chautauqua meetings wistgasthded. The Chautauqua in
Eagles Mere failed because Americans’ ideas of miaale a vacation changed as the
nineteenth century came to a close. No one watatedork on their vacations
anymore, and this didactic side of a vacation @i¢saMere slowly withered and
died. Eagles Mere’s transformation, which tookcplan less than a decade, is a
miniature version of the changes that took plac&nrerica as a whole.

This paper explores the history of the Eagles M&#rautauqua and places
that history in its larger context. It looks aetbeginning of the Chautauqua
movement, and the social era in which it was ctkatialso examines the creation
of the Eagles Mere Chautauqua, what a visitor @618ould expect to find at the
Eagles Mere Chautauqua, the changes that occurEsaies Mere over the next six
years, and what caused these changes.

Origins and Purpose of the Chautauqua M ovement

The Chautauqua began as an idea in the mindsaofeiow Methodists,
Bishop John Heyl Vincent and businessman Lewisavliih the mid 1800's. Both
men were very involved in Sunday School educati@hthe comprehensive training



of instructors. Vincent served on the Union Surfsielyool board, which was formed
in 1861" One of the goals of this board was a Sunday Sethwation that would
overstep the bounds of religious sects and geogriapgive each student an equal
education. Vincent saw the way to this goal asdéhe standardized training of
Sunday School teachers. He encouraged teachatemno Sunday School Institutes,
which were short, intensive training sessions hgltbcal Sunday School Unions,
but he dreamed of something bigger that would reaate people and provide better
instruction. Miller was also highly involved indiocal church and Sunday School in
Canton, Ohio. For this group, he designed the omsed Sunday School building
in the nation. It was semicircular, with a meetivadl in the center, and classrooms
with movable partitions around the outside edgenddy School students could have
private classes with their group, and then thatmars could be moved to allow for
large gatherings. He served as a Sunday Schoetistgndent, and knew that better
schooling could only come from better equipped tieas?

When the men met each other in 1868, they founglhbhd many ideas and
goals in common. Vincent shared his vision ofaclkéng institution for Sunday
School teachers with Miller, and suggested a wiséssion to be held at Miller's
Sunday School building.Miller objected to both time and place, but shevvalue
of the idea. He thought it better to hold suclmtrey in the summer, when more
professionals, including school teachers, coukhalt He also suggested that a more
natural setting would be conducive not only toméag, but also to relaxatich.

Planning went ahead, and soon a site at Fair Boiheike Chautauqua was
investigated and found to be ideal. A summer carapting had been held there for
some time, and a hotel, some cottages, an asséahlgnd cleared spots for tents
were already in place. Vincent and Miller leaskd property for the following
August and advertisements began to run in sevevapapers, including the Sunday
School Journd.
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The first Chautauqua in August of 1874 was a succdiswas two weeks
long, and included practical exhibits, such asr@@ma map of Palestine meant to
give Sunday School teachers a working knowledgetdre Biblical events took
place in relation to the geography of Israel, & teaseum of mid-Eastern artifacts,
customs and costumes, and sample Sunday Schodhg®etThere were daily
devotional services, nighttime Vespers arrange®ibgent, and eight sermons.
Students not only took classes and attended sepvice they were involved in
recreational activities as well. Attendees workedether to invent and teach
instructional games, concerts were held in themalsehall, and fireworks were shot
off over the laké. The schedule was rigorous and exhausting -- emalated by a
plethora of rules. Sabbaths and curfews wereaiggly enforced. The 1874 session
ended with a fifty question exam, after which onadred and fifty two attendees
received diplomas for their efforts.

The Chautauqua at this time was an interestingdae. It took place in a
natural setting, aresort area, next to a lakee ke was outfitted with hotels on the
shore and steamboats to carry a multitude of pgssenvhen Vincent and Miller
inspected the site in 1873.Yet the Chautauqua was not a vacation. It vesiaus
effort with a serious goal, and those who atteredgecting a lark came away bitterly
disappointed. Many professionals attended Chautatacfurther their education and
skills, and gave up part of their summer vacattonsssentially go back to school.

An explanation for this paradox can be seen irAtimerican social attitude
towards vacation at this time. It was the heidlthe Victorian Age, which saw the
revival of religious and moral concerns, and thevad of the Puritan work ethic.
Victorian Americans were a profoundly religious pkn Religion was behind many
of their more notable reform battles and achievemeai the era, including
temperance, Sunday School, and the Chautauqua neavEmReligion was also
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behind their dislike of any amusement that did leatd to self improvement.

Victorian ministers railed against frivolous amusgrtand America’s disintegrating
morals. In the minds of the Victorians, hard wéokged the path to heaven, idle
hands did the Devil's work, and hard work in botbrkwvand leisure was thought to

improve the individuat?

Amusement took the form of self improvement fandar as well as religious
reasons; it was seen as the duty of every citiagake part in democracy, and an
active intellect was a necessity for this dutyblRdectures were much in vogue, and
were given on everything, from religion to scietaditerature. It was not a selfish
action, nor an idle one, to attend lectures fore&tion. It was a way to serve your
nation as well as save your sotil.The fight of the working class for a shorter
workday reflected this belief. Workers asserteat they had to have time for self
improvement and to instruct their children, and/tb@uld not do this while working
fourteen to sixteen hour dals.

Even the British, renowned for their severity gmdper attitudes, were
surprised by America's lack of "traditional" amusgts in comparison to England.
There were no noisy streets in American cities ddlpuppet shows, magicians,
traveling bands, or dancing monkeys. A Britishteisto America remarked on the
strange sort of amusements to be found in New Gtk
Are there no amusements? Yes, there is a leabora across
the way...and there may be evening services fdathes there
thrice a week, or oftener. For the young gentlenieere is the
counting-house, the storé?>..

Americans worked, even while not at work.

Owing much of its success to these ideals, inydas that followed, the
Chautauqua continued to grow in numbers and rapatatPresident Ulysses S.
Grant was the celebrity attendee and speaker ¢t 8@5 session, and his presence
brought thousands to Chautauqua and provided naiid®publicity for the everif
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Enroliment more than doubled each year in 187%618nd 1877, and the two week
session was lengthened to the maximum summer wvadatiprovide more classes
and in-depth instructiofl. Instruction in Hebrew and Greek as the Chautauqua
School of Languages began in 1879, as did the @hqué Teacher's Retreat (School
of Pedagogy), and the School of Theology openedbitss in 1881° In 1883, the
Chautauqua Institution was recognized by the NewkYlegislature as the
Chautauqua University and given the right to codégrees. What began as a simple
Sunday School training session was in less thayears a full-fledged university.

Three other kinds of Chautauquas soon began taappat mimicked the
goals of the Chautauqua Institution. The first was Chautauqua Literary and
Scientific Circle, which began in 1878, when Vintannounced his intention to
begin a four year correspondence program. Theseawould lead members through
a series of books and study manuals, and confertificate of accomplishment on
those who finished the course. It was intendeifasm of self education for adults
who could not or would not attend a university, aras a part of America's quest for
self-improvement. He said in his announcementtibdtoped the first circle would
include at least ten members. Two hundred sigpedtinin the hour, and within ten
years, enroliment was around one hundred thousatidthat many or more having
dropped out or completed the progrdm.

Another type of Chautauqua was represented bietiteChautauquas that
traveled all over the United States by rail. Thas@ped in small towns and offered
the townspeople a taste of culture, learning, dexty of entertainment for several
days or even several weeks. They were looseldaséhe plan of the Chautauqua
Institution, but not at all affiliated with ft:

The last kind of Chautauqua was the satellite @haua, often begun by
those who wished to attend Chautauqua, such astclguoups or independently
wealthy persons, but lived at a distance. Thesdlisa Chautauquas were held
yearly in the same location. By 1890, there wees two hundred of these satellites.
They replicated the Chautauqua Institution asatyoss possible, although most of
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them were not connected to the Chautauqua Institutlhey were situated, when
they could be, near or in a grove of trees, andecko a body of water. These
sessions adhered to the Chautauqua-type schedelegajus observations, lecture,
entertainment, curfews, and Sabbath observatiahsessions ranged from days to
several weeks. Speakers of high local reputapoRkes at these satellites, and many
of them attracted a large following and succesgfidhtinued for many yeafé.The
Chautauqua in Eagles Mere was one example of ssatebite.

The Eagles M er e Chautaugua

The Eagles Mere Chautauqua was started by twarguBharles William
Woddrop and Harvey S. Welch, and their influentiatles, Benjamin G. Welch,
builder of the Williamsport and North Branch Raddy and Reverend Joseph
Welch? The cousins had been hired by Benjamin Welcluaggors when he was
building the railroad. After the surveying job wasshed, they saw their business
future in the forests of the area and started gilggand mining operation based in
Hughesuville to log large tracts of land between kksayille and Eagles Mere.

When building a railroad to Eagles Mere was suggka 1891, they quickly
became involved, as they had a special interéseiarea. Part of their land holdings
included a portion of land at the north end ofltike. Woddrop became president of
the new narrow gauge Eagles Mere railroad, and Mtscame general manageér.
When the railroad was finished in 1892, Eagles Melew growth quickened, and
the cousins joined the rush to develop the &tea.

Woddrop and Welch were taken with the beauty eifrttand near the lake,
and preserved four hundred acres, on which theynd®d to build a summer resort.
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Eagles Mere was an up and coming resort area;akeside, one of Eagles Mere's
great hotels (with over one hundred rooms), wasadly in operation in 1892, as
were several other great hotels, smaller boardingés, and cottagé’s.The town
was growing even faster with the railroad in opergtand Woddrop and Welch'’s
site, closer to the lake than any other, must lzgopeared to the business-minded
cousins as a gold mine.

Woddrop and Welch were skilled businessmen whavkae opportunity
when it arose, and so did their uncles. The Chauia Institution and its spinoffs
were hot items, and the site in Eagles Mere waslider a Chautauqua.
Furthermore, with the railroad in operation, EagMsre had become readily
accessible to thousands of Chautauqua admirergth@nhotel near the lake would
have been moderately successful, but a Chautauagialmost guaranteed success.

The part played by their uncle Rev. Joseph Welclthe Philadelphia
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church catmooveremphasized. A
Union chaplain in the Civil War, and a missionarylexas who wound up serving
for two years as that state's superintendent digsthools, Welch was in the midst
of a 29 year term of service as the chaplain ateEa®enitentiary. His theological
and educational savvy, zeal and connections -tl@ictorian notion that proper
training could correct even the hardened criminatade him the ideal, believable
spokesperson and force needed to promote the e€htur

As a further draw for their Chautauqua, the Wedéhterested General James
A. Beaver, a Civil War hero and former GovernoPehnsylvania® He became the
President of the Eagles Mere Chautauqua and st Baard of Directors? He led
the grand opening ceremonies of the Chautauquaumusk 4, 1896, and spent
several days each season at the Chautauqua dsrateatand a lecturer, despite his
busy political and business schedtlle.
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The site at Eagles Mere was not only a perfetingefor a Chautauqua, it
was also the perfect setting for a turn-of-the-agntesort. Around the end of the
nineteenth century, there was an effort to get baclature, and it was reflected in
what Americans wanted to do in their spare tim&isTvas an urban movement,
created by the everyday problems of city dwellifidhe back to nature movement
was first marked by the creation of city parkakr America as a haven for the city
dweller. These parks, for middle and upper clégsdovellers, were not only a place
to escape the concerns and pollution of the d¢igy tvere also a way to bring culture
and sophistication to the people. The upper ctsad, for decades, despaired over
the questionable entertainments and morals ofityhevorking class. They saw their
civic duty as being the civilization of the workinlgss, and public parks would help
to accomplish this goal by providing the workingss with a place of civilized
entertainment and sedate family fun, such as mcaid promenadint. Public
parks soon became a site where contested anchghifitions of appropriate leisure
activities came into conflict.

The working class, did not see the same lack lbficiin their lives that the
upper classes did. The upper classes could aferdtions, and took them often,
whereas a worker did not earn enough to leaveitile The workers took their
leisure when and where they could, and resentddtirderence of the upper classes
in their entertainment. Public parks, for the waygk were a place of recreation,
where one could play games and relax. The uppsses turned the workers’ empty
lots and playing fields into scenic parks, wheaylg on the grass was forbidd&n.
As workers continued to fight for their own playasp, they were gradually granted
their own parks in working class neighborhoodsim 1890's and early 1908%.

Despite strenuous opposition from religious figuesd public officials,
working class entertainments began to make thegjrimta the upper classes. When
they did, these entertainments were a bit moreedfibut still did not fit the self-
improvement mold prescribed by the Victorians. rEhwas a craze for canoeing,
hunting, swimming, fishing, hiking, and mountaiimdbing at this timé* Americans
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of all social classes were heading outdoors irr fhe¢ time, both men and women.
Although most people still clung to the old Victami idea that vacation must be
productive, many wanted it to be productive in auigul setting that offered
opportunities for outdoor activities, such as theugds of a Chautauqda.

The Eagles Mere site was primitive in 1896, butahtained everything
necessary for the operation of a Chautauqua. mumds themselves were part of an
untouched, if a bit swampy, forest. With a littlggenuity, a boardwalk was
constructed which led from the grounds directlyhi® lakeside, giving Chautauqua
attendees the best access to the lake to be fawwhare in town. All of the
avenues were actually plank boardwalks, and wheained, the consequences of
slipping off the planks were sevefe.Spaces were cleared for tents, some small
cottages and a central dining hall were constryeted a fence with a gatehouse was
built around the grounds. The fence and the gathavere to separate the
Chautauqua community from the rest of the worldi, also to regulate attendance,
including tickets, and to enforce curfews. Thesgatlosed at nine o'clock in the
evening, and if you were outside the gates theur, goly hope was to find one of the
holes that mysteriously appeared in the feicéhe assembly hall was constructed
on a level area close to the gate to accommodase tivho only came to visit. It
was in reality a roof with canvas sides and a sawfitibor. Attendees sat on wooden
benches when attending lectures, and the lectackatsmall platformi® A special
one thousand pound bell was made for the Chautaaqdat rang wake up in the
morning and lights out in the eveniffy.

The Chautaugua was a haven visited by mostly iddlenand upper class.
Vacation, in general, was an event restricted eéautpper classes. Workers did not
make enough money to afford a vacation. In additirkers were not interested in
improving themselves during their time off. A werls vacation was short and
entertaining -- a day in the park or a night odhatneighborhood saloon -- to offer a
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break from the hard reality of work. The uppessks, however, attended events like
the Chautauqua for a moral vacation; the attend@seassured that he was improving
himself, and not just being entertained -- becaliaewould be immordf:

Though beyond the means of most working classlisnithe Chautauqua
was relatively inexpensive, as tkagles Mere Chautauquarepeatedly asserted.
Tents could be rented for anywhere from a weeké¢owhole season -- and rental
included everything from ground rent, to board fgdo tearing down. Cottages
had four rooms and a porch on two sides -- butitalhné&n, as everyone took their
meals in the main dining hall-- and rented for ahgve from twenty to fifty dollars a
season, or seven dollars a week. Public schodiées and ministers received a half
price discount on their accommodations as an eageunent to attend Chautauqua's
classes. A meal could be had for a mere thirgy éents, and a meal ticket could be
bought for up to a week. Those staying on thempisueceived free admission to all
lectures, concerts, and other events. Those in tojust visiting were admitted for
a small fee, based on how long they planned todtte

Season Ticket $3.00
Full Day Ticket .30
Three Days 75
One Week 1.25
Two Weeks 2.15
Three Weeks 2.75

Children from 9 to 13, half these rat&s.
Attending regular classes at one of the Chautasi@aiools cost slightly more, as
each s}gdent paid a class tuition. Private instacould also be had, for a higher
tuition.

The Welches planned the Eagles Mere Chautaugbhaaié to resemble the
Chautauqua Institution. Not only were the grousidsilar, the organization of the
schools and their classes resembled those ofigiearChautauqua Assembly -- as
did the schedules. Several schools were estatllisinel 1896 attendees could take
courses in Pedagogy (teacher training -- includvagmal Classes for teacher
education), Liberal Arts (Language and Sciencea)eFArts (Music, Painting, and
Oratory, and Elocution), and Physical Culture (Atlds, Swimming, and Rowing).
Children could attend Kindergarten, while their hress met for instruction on giving
their young children a good home environment anctation. Classes met for an
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hour in the morning every d&{. Even for non- students, a Chautauquan's schedule
was busy.

A typical 1896 weekday and Saturday schedule was:

6:45 a.m. Morning Bells
7:15 a.m. Breakfast

9:00 a.m. Devotional Hour
10:00 a.m. Lecture

12:20 a.m. Dinner

2:30 p.m. Lecture or Concert
7:30 p.m. Eventide Concert
8:00 p.m. Lecture or Concert
10:00 p.m. Evening Bells

The hour for classes will be fixed and announceithén
daily Eagles Mere Chautauquaft..

The Sunday Schedule was devoted entirely to relggimatters, as the
schedule for Sunday, August 30, 1896 illustrates:

9:00 a.m. Bible Reading

10:30 a.m. Sermon

2:30 p.m. Sunday School
7:00 p.m. Vespers

8:00 p.m. Praise Servite

The Vesper service is worth special note. Froenvélry beginning, it was
held on the lake, whether attendees were on thellwak or afloat in canoes, and it
took place every Sunday evening. The service \@asdon the program created by
Vincent for the original Chautauqua, and it wasderominational. Whichever
minister happened to be available conducted thecesY Barbara and Bush James
relate a story that must have occurred severaktiméhe Vesper's history, with so
many attending in boats. One unfortunate gentlec@nplete in dress clothes, was
dumped out of his canoe and in mortified silencaraack to his hotel dock, while
those around him said a silent prayer for his padient® Not only were people
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finding their recreation outdoors, they took thegtigion outside as well. The
Vespers took advantage of the "natural settingh®Eagles Mere Chautauqua, and
for some, it without warning became a way to contature directly.

As the Chautauqua Institution and Literary anck8igfic Circle had its own
newspaper, th&€hautauquan Eagles Mere had itEagles Mere Chautauquan
devoted to the news and interests of the Eagles Mbautauqua. THeagles Mere
Chautauquarcame in several forms, the first being an advamogram for each
year, the second a daily edition, and the lastgo@mend-of-season edition. Each of
these had a circulation that included not only EadWlere, but interested parties,
former attendees, and friends of the Chautauquavel the East Coast. The first
advance program of tieagles Mere ChautauquaiereafteiChautauquapwas
dated June 1, 1896 and included advertisement&dgtes Mere hotels, train
schedules, a listing of lecturers and entertait@ngerform at Eagles Mere, and
tentative schedules for the season. There wayaClzautauquarprinted each day
of each season that included detailed schedulssim@nd a list of new guests at the
Chautauqua. An end-of-seagbhautauquanvas printed each October with articles,
end-of-season reports, and lists of improvemenketmade before the start of the
next season. Not only did ti@hautauquarkeep nineteenth century attendees
informed of events and schedules, but they hawaged a useful historical record.
Every issue gives a shapshot of life at the Chautau

Lectures outside of the Chautauqua Schools wemegalar part of the
program and one of Chautauqua’s main attractivittorians attended lectures on a
regular basis as a form of recreation, and Chautagsemblies all over the nation
very heavily advertised their “platform talent.”"hd short biographies given in the
Chautauquarhighlight, in a distinctive Victorian style, howtertaining the lecturers
were. Visitors to Eagles Mere in 1896 could attieatures given by such talent as:

. George W. Atherton, LL.D., president of PennsglaaCollege, a delightfully
clear and entertaining lecturer, August 26.

. Rev. Dr. P.S. Henson, pastor of First Baptisti€huChicago, is not only a
preacher of the highest distinction, but a lecturteo ranks second to no man
on the American platform. He sways an audiendaregs with a master’s
spell. “From the opening sentence to the perandti® had the undivided
attention and cordial sympathy of the audience.er@lis a freshness, a
spontaneity, a sparkle of originality, a genuinenbu and pathos about the
lecture, that is unreportable and irresistible.ig@ist 4,5, and 6.

. Rev. Wm. H. Crawford, president of Allegheny @gk, displays the orator’s
power, in that he makes great themes intenselyeistiag to the common
people. Joseph Cook says of his lecture on Sawtanérhave never heard it
surpassed, not even by Dr. Gunsaulus’ famous kotuthe same theme, nor
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by Wendell Phillips’ on ‘Daniel O’Connell,’ nor byr. R.S. Storrs’ on ‘St.
Bernard.” August 12, 13, 1%.

Mr. Atherton offered a lecture entitled “Foundasoof Civil Liberty,” while Rev.
Henson gave lectures on “Grumblers,” “Our Bosses)ti “Fools,” and Rev.
Crawford lectured on “Savonarola,” “John Huss,” &4ohn Wycliffe.”°

Female lecturers were not neglected, and manytteoklatform at Eagles
Mere, including:
. Miss Maizie Blaikie, of West Medford, Mass., a shenthusiastic and
entertaining lecturer on kindergarten subjectsiamtrative primary Sunday
school teaching. August 4-31.

. Miss Puella Doenblaser, Mackeyville, Pa., is adeat worker in the
W.C.T.U., and alecturer much sought after. Hetules are always inspiring
and helpful. She speaks from the heart to thethéargust 2*

Miss Blaikie lectured on "Kindergarten,"” and Missdhblaser delivered a lecture
entitled, "God's Womerr?

The Chautauqua also attracted writers and poetslicer readings of their
works, including:

. Fred Emerson Brooks, of New York, the poet hustprs the most original,
most charming, most interesting, and altogether rtiest satisfactory
entertainer on the American platform. A keen cistays: "At times he is as
tender as Cowper, as patriotic as Whittier, as stigjas Bryant, as funny as
Mark Twain. Seldom has nature put into the samathend brain the
extremes of wit and wisdom, sense and nonsenshk,thét same careful
judgment in mingling to bring forth laughter andrt&" It will pay anyone to
make sacrifices to hear Brooks. August 25, 26°27.

Lectures were entertaining, but they also refletheddidactic side of Chautauqua:
the desire to learn and make recreation and rétaxtime purposeful.
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Other forms of entertainment were a regular pati@Chautauqua from the
first year, and they were sometimes in direct oftjposto the educational side of the
Chautauqua. Entertainment came in the form of edscathletic competitions,
bonfires, boating, bathing, rowing matches, andésllere's unique illuminated
fleet and feast of lanterns. Concerts were ginelB06 and later by such groups as
the Rock Band, a family who played a xylophone nafdbfferent shaped rocks, the
Royal Hand Bell Ringers, the Park Sisters, whorretd throughout the years of
Chautauqua in Eagles Mere, and the Tyrolean Traupad® The Chautauqua had
its own baseball team, which competed with visittegms in the summer and,
according to th&€hautauquanhad a very successful record. There were weekly
bonfires at which attendees roasted corn and tolies, and the lake itself was a
constant source of entertainment. Countless ngespaticles and theéhautauquan
cited scientific studies of the lake’s mineral emttand concluded, as an enticement
to vacationers, that it was one of the safest amegp bodies of water in the world.
Swimming, boating, and rowing competitions of mearsl women's teams took
place on aregular basis. The illuminated fleet 8@mething special -- a unique part
of Eagles Mere's heritage involving decorated bitetsparaded around the lake for
the delight of the audience. Often a concert wedd bn the beach or boardwalk
during the fleet, to provide musical accompaninterihe boats. Prizes were given
to the boats that presented the "best artistiateffo The day after the illuminated
fleet, the cottages and walkways were lit by thadsaof lanterns, and attendees
promenaded through the grounds while bands pl&yed.

The two different types of entertainment found hé tEagles Mere
Chautauqua, the didactic and the fun, highlightrgasitional nature. America was
in the midst of a change in outlook, and the Eaijlese Chautauqua was in the
middle of it all. The conflict is directly addresk in theChautauquan The
organizers of the Eagles Mere Chautauqua maderfeqbly clear that although
persons would get the most out of their stay aCthautauqua by attending lectures
or taking part in classes, they were by no meaqaimed to do so. There were
several kinds of guests at the Chautauqua: thasedatg classes and intent on
receiving an education, those on vacation who déerectures and events but still
had free time for fun, and those who were merelyisg at the Chautauqua and did
not take part in it. This was the case even ir6188d it emphasizes the growing

>* Chautauquan 1896, 7-9.

35 Chautauquan 1896, 18.

¢ Chautauguan 1896, 9.
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conflict between Victorian vacations and the "nestations. TheChautauquan
had this to say on the matter:

Chautauqua teaches that all these things [recreejshould be
accompaniments of some methodical waerkt ever so little, in
one or another of the various schoolg,ibthe visitor prefers his
dinner all dessert, no one will try twsv him the "error of his way"

In other words, none of the officers or lecturersuld berate someone who was
staying at the Chautauqua but not taking partyteationer was free to do as he
choose, even if it was not productive.

The 1896 season lasted four weeks, from AugustAugust 31. It was a
great success that inspired many changes in thgggmoand organization of the
Chautauqua for the next several years. Some é ttfeanges were expansions in the
Chautauqua program -- including more schools, imgments in existing schools, a
longer program, and more celebrity speakers. Td®& of Women's Christian
Temperance Union Methods was established in 189#%aia Sunday School
teachers, and all of the other Schools except albArts and Pedagogy were
expanded. The Schools of Liberal Arts and Pedagege abandoned in 1897
because of inadequate facilities. A Departmeri¥lo$ic, a Cooking School, and
classes in Scientific Dress Cutting were added3®81 A School of Photography
was added in 1901. Most schools had their owrdimgk, and a pamphlet from the
Chautauqua Inn of 1902 shows a picture of the latgiding devoted to the School
of Photography® The four week long assembly became a six weakassembly.
The Chautauqua attracted another former Pennsg@\@avernor to its Board of
Directors, Robert E. Patterson, and the Poet S&@agtain Jack Crawford, was a
popular talent at Chautauqua in 1897.

Most of the changes at the Chautauqua, howevee, nag improvements in
the educational facilities, but in providing morgertainment and recreation. The
tone of the Chautauqua was beginning to changethendneven balance between
didactic entertainment and fun entertainment wastmng more marked. It was
very clear which type was winning. The number iteetainers rose from nine in
1896 to sixteen in 189%7. Prior to 1898, the schools, Board of Directofficers,

7 Chautauguan 1896, 17.

*8Pamphlet, The Chautauqua Inn Eagles Mere Pennsylvania 1902 (Harrisburg PA:
Mount Pleasant Press, 1902), 8. (Hereafter pamphlet)

53 Chautauquan 1897, 18.

© Chautauquan 1896, 7-9; Chautauguan 1897, 8-10.
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and lecturers were discussed first in the prograrhere was also a marked division
between the short biographies of the platform tadewd the entertainers. In 1898,
however, the entertainment and outdoor recreatoilities to be found at Eagles
Mere were posted first in the program, and biogiegbf lecturers and entertainers
were lumped together. In the back of the progthere were also three full pages of
ads -- in addition to several smaller ads scattémeaighout. These adver-tisements
featured consumer goods, commercial leisure, adlrtvansportation, and even
excursion run§! TheChautauquaralso encouraged people to "Take a Vacation"in
1898°%% The weekday schedule was changed by 1899 to &dlowore free time and
entertainment, including the addition of a scheddathing hour:

AM. 8:45 Schools
9:45 Round Tables
10:00 Kindergarten and Training
11:00 Bathing Hour
P.M. 2:30 Lecture or Musicale
3:30 Bathing Hour
8:00 Musical Prelude
8:15 Lecture or Entertainmétit

Another change reflected a trend that was ocayalhover the nation -- a
difference in how Americans observed the SabbBlie traditional observation was
dedicated to rest, meditation, and church atterefncTravel on Sunday was
vigorously condemned. The change began amongdheng class, who, faced with
a six day work week, took Sunday as their day ofea@tion. Workers would spend
Sunday in the park, playing games with friendsaonify, or splurge for a day at one
of America's new amusement parks, one of which @asey Island® The idea
became very popular in every class, and left mligigroups railing against this
desecration of the Sabbath. The Sunday outingegapular, and many from all
classes chose to attend baseball games, the theapend the day in the park or on

' Chautauquan 1898, 1-20.
2 Chautauquan 1898, 5.
&James, 95.

%Dulles, 207.

®John E. Kasson, Amusing the Million: Coney Island at the Turn of the Century (New
York: Hill and Wang, 1978), 38-39.
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the midway® In central Pennsylvania, tRennsylvania Methodisan articles into
the 1900's, despite the fact that it was too ltitke late, condemning the Sunday
picnic and criticizing those camp meetings thatgaktheir gates on Sundays, and
therefore encouraged people to travel to the campeivices,

The Chautauqua's official attitude to Sabbath oagi®n was given in the
yearly program, but this too changed over the yelard 896, it presented a rigorous
observation: The Chautauqua gates will be closed on Sundayl tauathose

who hold tickets, and no tickets will be sold ond&y, and no
admissions without tickets. This rule will be attsi adhered t6?

By 1897, this had changed a little:
We desire to make Sunday a day of rest and helfp. t@he gates
will be closed to all but those who hold ticketsd @ahe people at
Eagles Mere desiring to attend church. No ticketsbe sold
on Sunday?

In 1898, the change was complete:
We desire to make Sunday a day of rest and helj.td he
gates will be open to aff’

The Chautauqua was on its way to becoming a maesont.

The event that changed the Chautauqua the mostheagpening of the
Chautauqua Inn in 1899. It was meant to increage accommodations for
Chautauquans, but became something entirely differdt opened as a totally
modern three story inn with one hundred roombadtits own generator and became
the first hotel in Eagles Mere to have electridityt and cold running water, and its
own sewage systef. The Inn opened in mid-June, and remained opehrmiut-
September, which meant that the Inn was open neamynth beyond when the

*Dulles, 207-209.

¥"And the Door was Shut,” “The Annual Sunday School Picnic,” Pennsylvania Methodist,

7 August 1902, 1.

8 Chautauguan 1896, 8.
 Chautauquan 1897, 18.
°Chautauquan 1898, 4.

“'James, 95.
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Chautauqua Assembly met. This allowed for everengaests to stay at the Inn for
longer periods of time.

All Inn guests were admitted free to Chautauquautes and events.
Although many attended, the entertainment found&agles Mere increasingly
overshadowed the didactic events taking placediCtiautauqua’s tent. Not only did
the annual programs show signs of the change, patrgohlet for the Chautauqua
Inn of 1902 highlighted the entertainments to hatbat the Chautaugua and pointed
out the fact that all guests of the Chautauquavere admitted to the entertainments
at no cost. The pamphlet stressed the entertasidiegof Chautauqua; it gave a brief
description of the Chautauqua Schools, but litde en Chautauqua's didactic sfde.

The evolution of the Chautauqua into a commornrtesn be seen in some of
the additions and improvements made to the Inrtlaadrounds over the next few
years. The end-of-seasGhautauquarf October 1900 reports that although the Inn
was only two years old, already the interior wam@eeorganized for the 1901
season -- a writing room, smoking rooms, sevendbpa and additional bathrooms
were being adde®. On the grounds, several improvements were beiagem-
including several new cottages, new parks, new syaknew fence and improved
entrance, tennis courts and croquet grounds, amust(tellingly!) a casind® The
traditional "lights out" of the Chautauqua at térlark was also ignored within the
Inn; ths7e5Inn's own orchestra played until eleveargwight for the enjoyment of the
guests.

The Chautauqua was no longer an operation ownédpearated by one
group of people. Pieces of the community of thauw@auqua were being sold to
private individuals for the building of private tages. The Board of Directors and
the Inn management urged private individuals tolang and build cottages, either
for their own use or to rent out. It was adverdias a business opportunity in 1900:

?Pamphlet, 8-14.

3End-of-season issue, Fagles Mere Chautauquan, October. 1900, 1. (Hereafter

Chautauquan Oct. 1900)
7* Chautauquan Oct. 1900, 1.

"*Pamphlet, 13.
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Why not own a cottage? Buy a lot on the Chautau@raunds.
Big lots at small prices... A Chautauqua cottagié easily
return 20 per cent. on the investment in rentat #re demand
for plain but comfortable cottages within the Creugua grounds
has been greater than the supply. Then, you maypydt yourself.
It will pay big either way. Great Opportunity secure a desirable
summer home. Invest without defay.
The Chautaugua was becoming more and more a suraeseet instead of a summer
school.

The evolution that took place in less than a dectdEagles Mere was a
miniature portrait of what was occurring in Ametidantertainment was changing;
the 1890's Victorian idea of productive leisure Wabng out of favor as a popular
form of entertainment. Although many people camith to attend lectures and other
didactic entertainments, new forms of leisure dgtiwere rising from the bottom,
from the workers. The urban working class popa&tithe Saturday half-holiday
and the playful Sunday, and associated these délygelaxation instead of self-
improvement. Their version of an urban park, fagground, became widespread in
urban areas, and the use of these parks for guyespread into the middle and
upper classe¥.

Even more influential in the change in Americaisues were the new
amusement parks of the 1890's and early 1900/hich Coney Island was the most
famous. These amusement parks were created bprsrieurs who saw the changes
in America's attitude towards leisure and capiéalian them. Coney Island laughed
in the face of convention; when a person enteredgé#tes, he or she entered a world
where pleasure was the main objective, and trawditioules of etiquette were
erased® Coney Island became popular with people of abss. Its relaxed style
and capacity for fun were not only a sign of tharges taking place all over the
nation, but also a promotion to spread the imadeawfng fun. In a sense, Coney
Island helped to educate Americans about leiSure.

Eagles Mere had experienced, over the course®fihan a decade, a similar
entertainment revolution, and it had a profoundetfbn the Chautauqua. Following

"6 Daily Eagles Mere Chautauguan, 28 August 1900, 4.
’"Rosenzweig, 140-143.
8Kasson, 50.

"9Kasson, 36.
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the change from didactic to pleasure seeking emtenient, the formal Chautauqua
meetings and Schools were disbanded after the S&bn. The fence came down,
and the Chautauqua Inn became the Forest Inn.906,the Eagles Mere Park
Association was formed to manage the grounds aftages surrounding the Iff.
The Victorian image of a purposeful holiday hadseshto be a draw for vacationers
in Eagles Mere. Guests wanted to play, not Work.

Afterword

Though it is gone, the Chautauqua had an immemgadt on Eagles Mere.
Several parts of it lasted for decades, and soewepiof it can still be seen today.
The grounds of the Chautauqua became Eagles Metedpa there are now over a
hundred privately owned cottages in the Park -lusiog the cottage of C.W.
Woddrop, now known as the Sunset LoffgeThe Chautauqua bell has been
removed to the village green, where it now stanglsaastop on a tourist's
photographic tour of Eagles Mere. The nighttimespérs have been conducted
throughout the century, the most recent servicegokeld this past summer. The
Vespers are now held only occasionally during threreer season, but they still are a
part of Eagles Mere. The llluminated Fleet, begub896, is now better known as
Eagles Mere's Water Carnival and held yearly aetiteof August.

The Chautauqua Inn and its related buildings,Akgembly Hall and the
Casino, continued to be a part of Eagles Mere fomnyears. Yet another change in
American vacation patterns caused the demise dhthand its related buildings.
This time the change drew a more informal cottagethe town, who found the
routines and etiquette of the great turn-of-thetwsgrhotels bothersome. The Forest
Inn continued in operation until 1965, when it ed$ecause of financial difficulties.
The vacant building became an eyesore and was|idemd in November 1978.
Following a 1903 relocation and rebuilding as a-stoey wooden structure dubbed
the Auditorium, the Assembly Hall became famouEagles Mere's Playhouse . It
has hosted such talent as Charlton Heston and Béinglmore Colt. Local celebrity
Alvinia Krause ran the Playhouse between 1945 86d Jand then went on to found
the Bloomsburg Theater Ensemble. The last proolu¢tiok the stage in 1969, and
the Playhouse was dismantled soon after. The yegfaihe Playhouse, and of the

80James, 95.
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Chautauqua entertainments, lives on in Eagles Mlepart of the DeWire Center's
summer entertainment series -- including conceytdobal musicians, and play
productions by the ETC theater company. The Casias also known as the
Amusement Hall, and it offered bowling on four gfiea dance floor upstairs, a
small stage for bands, and a bar. The buildingieed on the grounds until 1987 .

Although most of the physical remains of the Chagtia are gone, and few
remember that the Chautauqua was even a part dé€EMgre, it continues to
influence the town. Eagles Mere's distinctive sienstyle is a direct descendent of
the Chautauqua.
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