
CHAPTER 3 – THE GOSSETT FAMILY 

HISTORY OF THE GOSSETT FAMILY 

I must mention the John Gossett family of Highland County, Ohio.  Much is written of the Gossett family 

in a book "Family of Gossett" by Evangeline Gossett Newcomer published in 1954.   

http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Hollow/9076/ was the Web address where this wonderful book 

could be found in its entirety full of information and pictures regarding the Gossett family in Highland 

County, Ohio.  This Web site is no longer available at the time of this printing.   I had the privilege to find 

it online when I was doing my research and have secured a hard copy for my genealogy library. 

JOHN GOSSETT, SR. (1769-1823) and HONOUR HULL (??) were married April 8, 1788 in 

Washington County, Pennsylvania.1  The family lived in Pennsylvania, Virginia and Kentucky before 

settling in Ohio in 1797.  In 1801, John Gossett purchased from Henry Massie 200 acres for $400.00 

southeast of New Market, Highland County, Ohio.  There, John Gossett built the first grist-mill in the 

county, later moving two miles further east and building another saw- and grist-mill.  At the first census 

taken of Highland County in 1807, John Gossett was listed as a free male inhabitant of the township of 

New Market as told in the History of Ross and Highland Counties, Ohio pages 444-489.  John Gossett 

served as the State Representative for Highland County in the years 1803, 1805 and 1809.  He and a 

fellow Senator, George W. Barrere, the two leading citizens of New Market rode together through the 

woods on horseback in 1805 as the first legislators to represent Highland County, to be present at the 

seat of government at Chillicothe, then the capital of Ohio. A funny story about John Gossett's shoes is 

quoted in History of Ross and Highland Counties, page 485: 

He (Mr. Gossett) was dressed in plain homespun and wore a pair of fair-leather shoes.  On his 

arrival at the seat of government, he put up at the best hotel and on retiring gave his shoes into 

the care of a servant to be cleaned.  In the morning he could not find his shoes and applied to the 

servant for them.  The latter protested that he had returned as many as he carried away.  The 

landlord was appealed to, it being Mr. Gossett's belief that they had been stolen.  If so, the 

landlord would replace them as soon as a pair could be made, but meanwhile suggested that Mr. 

Gossett try the only pair left, which he found a perfect fit.  He then made an examination and 

found to his surprise that they were really his own shoes; but, as they had never been blackened, 

he did not recognize them as being the fair-leather pair he had worn the day before2. 

A state road was surveyed in 1804, and John Gossett 

contributed funds for the construction cost of 

$18.00/mile for 50 miles.  John and Honor had two 

daughters and eight sons, the second son being JOHN 

"JACK" GOSSETT, JR. born in 1791 in Virginia.  John 

Gossett died at the age of 54 of unknown causes, 

although malaria was very prevalent in the area at that 
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time.  He is buried in Sanders Cemetery, New Market, Highland County, Ohio.  Honor was buried 

alongside of him but her stone was broken and disintegrated so the dates and her age are unknown.  

The historical society of Highland County replaced her stone as a single with both John's and Honor's 

name and available dates. 

JOHN "JACK" GOSSETT, JR. (1791-1853) and MARY "POLLY" EYLER GOSSETT (1790-1841) 

were married in Adams County, Ohio June 1811.  Jack had a fine personality and the amiable attributes 

of his father. He had been given a fine education by his father learning Latin and Greek and Hebrew, 

learning the fine art of cabinetry, and also known for his excellent penmanship as is noted by his hand-

written will in 1853.  He bought land in the western part of Highland County soon after 1830 for 

$2.00/acre, and the family settled in Salem Township near Harwood.  By the 1850 census, he had 

accumulated 8000 acres and was considered one of the community’s most prominent citizens being a 

large landowner and well-to-do.  Jack was one of the three school trustees in 1830 and donated four 

acres of his own land for school premises.  Jack and Polly had seven children, the 5th and 6th being 

twins, Joseph and Rachel.  Joseph was willed his father's rifle for taking care of him during his illness. 

Polly died first in 1841 then Jack in 1853.  They are both buried in Harwood Cemetery, Highland County, 

Ohio.  
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Both in Harwood Cemetery, 
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JOSEPH GOSSETT DOB October 19, 1821 was a fifth generation Gossett in America.  He married 

LOUISA RADER DOB February 19, 1820 on February 2, 1839 (Bible Record).  They had nine children 

born to them, the 7th being a daughter, NANCY ELLEN GOSSETT, born November 14, 1852.  Joseph 

was very prominent in the affairs of the community pertaining to government and education, as he was 

considered a very bright student while attending school and an excellent reader.  Joseph sold his farm in 

1849 and removed his family to New Market but before he purchased land again, family tradition relates 

that he rode on horseback as far west as the Mississippi River investigating available land.  He returned 

to Ohio and eventually bought an undeveloped 377 acres of land a few miles across the fields from his 

father's home at Fort Salem, an historic spot, about 2 1/2 miles southwest of Pricetown in Highland 

County. 

By 1850, the census indicated he was owner of some 1600+ acres being very ambitious, a most 

progressive man of exceptional ability.  He championed public education to which many citizens 

objected because of the taxation.  He was adamant about his children's education and formed a free 

school system for the district, acting as the secretary and treasurer from June 1849, and he remained 

the clerk until his death.  He assisted in promoting every improvement and subscribed to every 

development of his community.  To help finance and encourage the building of a railroad in Highland 

County, he invested in stock of the Hillsboro and Cincinnati Railroad Co. (which failed).  He bought 16 

shares at $50.00 per share in February 1855. 

He suffered a bout of pneumonia which he contracted from the exposure of walking to Lynchburg 

during inclement weather soon after he had the measles, and Joseph Gossett died at the very young age 

of 34 years old on December 9, 1855.  He is buried in Harwood Cemetery, Highland County, Ohio near 

the graves of his father and mother.  Louisa Rader Gossett is found on the 1860 Federal census of 

Highland County Salem Township as follows: Louisa age 40, John age 15, James age 13, Elizabeth age 10, 

Nancy age 8, Louisa age 7, Joseph age 6 and Martha age 12. Louisa Rader Gossett remained on the home 

place for nine years, then she married Daniel Workman on February 16, 1864, and the couple with 

several of their children relocated to Marion County, Iowa, in 1867 where some of Daniel's family was 

already living.  Louisa Rader Gossett Workman died March 8, 1900 and is buried in Pleasant Hill 

Cemetery, Marion County, Iowa. 
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In the Evangeline Gossett Newcomer book, Part II Chapter 6 Section 2, there is much information on 

Joseph Gossett's siblings and who they married.  His twin sister, Rachel, married Frank Chaney.  Their 

daughter, Mrs. Bennington (Cinda Chaney Bennington) wrote of her grandmother, Rachel Gossett 

Chaney, aunt of Nancy Ellen Gossett Lewis: 

"My grandmother instilled in her daughters the love of the beautiful.  They played the harp, 

violin, accordion, and other instruments.  They made beautiful wax figures, their own dresses, 

which according to their pictures were artistically embroidered with beads on heavy silks....My 

three aunts were beautiful women of the decided blond type.  They were proud, lovable, kind.  

My father resembled the Gossetts.  He was quite blond.  He was very proud, as was and now 

seems to be a trait of the family.  The Gossetts today in Highland County are mostly blonds, also 

very good-looking.  Besides physical perfection and sound health, they have unusual capabilities.  

They are quite artistic in many ways. Music is a natural talent.  The one thing we should be very 

proud of is, the Gossetts were high in mentality and moral principles.  They were industrious, 

frugal, honest, loyal, courageous and religious.  They were outstanding in many ways and were 

held in high esteem by all who knew them.  These traits, I believe, predominate down through 

Gossett generations."3 
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