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William Vance Sr. and his wife Rachel Mintun came to New Market Township in 1837[1]. 
William was born in eastern Pennsylvania, probably Chester County on 8 February 1779 [2]. 
We believe his father was Thomas Vance, who was born into a Quaker family that had emigrated 
from County Tyrone in Ireland to Chester County Pennsylvania in 1741 [3, 4].  At about age 19, 
William relocated to Georges Township, Fayette County in southwestern Pennsylvania. 
Available records don’t tell us whether William traveled with his parents, brothers and/or 
cousins.  However, there was an older Thomas Vance on the tax rolls of Georges Township in 
1798 and 1799 [5].  William first appears in official records in the form of the Census of 1800 
for Georges Township.   The first official record of William and Rachel in Georges Township 
concerns their marriage performed by Robert Moore, a justice of the peace on 6 October 1800 
[6].  

Rachel Mintun was the daughter of John Mintun and Rebecca Fairchild.  The fifth of 
fourteen children, Rachel was born on 27 January 1783 [7] in Morris County, New Jersey.  Her 
father had served as a sergeant major in the Continental Army for four years during the 
Revolutionary War [8].  John and Rebecca brought their family to Fayette County sometime 
before 1796, the year when John was issued his first license to operate a tavern in Georges 
Township [9].  John Mintun continued to operate a tavern through 1805 [10].  John Minthorn 
(also seen as Minturn and Mintun) first appears on the tax rolls of Georges Township in 1798 
and 1799, the same time as Thomas Vance [5].  It is very likely that William Vance and Rachel 
Mintun met during this time and were married after William reached the age of 21.

The United States was a very young country when William and Rachel were married and 
began their family.  In 1797, John Adams was elected the second President of the United States 
and served one term.  On 4 Mar 1801, Thomas Jefferson was elected the third President of the 
United States and served until 1809.  The Lewis and Clark Expedition began in 1803 and ended 
in 1806.  The United States would once again go to war against Britain in 1812.  The war did not 
end until January of 1815. 

William Vance purchased his first farm in September of 1813 in Georges Township.  He 
acquired 65 acres and 40 perches from Azel Freeman for $658, part of  an original survey tract 
called Maidendale [11].   The location of Maidendale in Georges Township is shown in Fig. 1. 
The deed states that William’s property adjoined George Custard, who in 1796 had patented the 
tract known as “Fairfield,” which had been surveyed and warranted to Moses Carr in 1786.  Thus 
William’s farm would have been in the southeast quadrant of Maidendale, probably where the 
streams drain to the south.  By 1813, William and Rachel had eight children, yet William was 
able to pay cash for this farm.  In 1817, William bought an adjoining 5-1/2 acres from Azel 
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Freeman [11].  In 1824, William bought 152 acres in Union Township (adjacent to and north of 
Georges Township) for $2,280 [11].  Their fifteenth child, Louisa, was born July 1824.  In 
January of 1832, William bought 129 acres and 125 perches in Union Township from his son-in-
law Levi Griffith for $1,537.50 [11].  The Vance’s last and 17th surviving child [12], Ruth, was 
born in January of 1828.  William and Rachel had seven sons to help them farm this land, some 
of whom had married and started families of their own by 1832.  We do not know if William 
accumulated his wealth solely from farming.  There were parts of Fayette County that were rich 
in iron ore and coal.  Two fairly large “furnaces” (smelters), Fairchance and Oliphant, were 

located not too far from William’s farm in Georges Township. 
Fig. 1  Plat of a subset of the original surveys of Georges Township, Fayette County, PA

(North is left in this map and east is at the top)

William and Rachel entered into the Baptist faith on 30 Nov 1811 in Uniontown 
Pennsylvania [13].   William was 32 and Rachel was 28.  They were received into the church “by 
the right hand of fellowship [13],” signifying they did not transfer from another church.  The 
Great Bethel Baptist Church (GBBC) was constituted on 8 November 1770, three years before 
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Fayette County was carved out of Westmoreland County and one year after Henry Beeson, a 
Virginia Quaker, had laid out the village of Beestown (later Uniontown) [14].   The founding of 
the church was during the period following the French and Indian War, when settlers felt more 
secure from Indian depredations.  The first meeting houses were log structures built on Morgan 
Hill, a one acre lot deeded by Beeson and his wife.  This would have been where William and 
Rachel predominantly worshiped since the first brick structure was not built until 1831-33 [14]. 
In 1799, William Brownfield was licensed by the GBBC to preach and in 1812, he was 
appointed as pastor of the GBBC, serving in this capacity until 1835 [14].   Reverend Brownfield 
would become a family friend, with William and Rachel naming their son born in December of 
1817 Brownfield Vance.  Unfortunately, Reverend Brownfield would also become the reason 
William and Rachel left the Great Bethel Baptist Church.

 

Artist’s conception of the early Bethel Baptist Church [14]

William Vance became very active in church affairs.  His name appears as early as 4 July 
1812 in regard to repairs made to the meeting house.  In August of 1813, William was chosen 
along with two other parishioners as “messengers” to the Redstone Association of Baptist 
churches that met in adjacent Greene County, Pennsylvania.  William would be appointed to this 
duty numerous times [13].   The Redstone Association was organized at Goshen Church in 
Greene Co., Penn., on October 7, 1776; the Great Bethel Church was one of the founding 
members.  On 15 November 1815, William was appointed as a deacon of the church, replacing 
Isaac Minor who had been “excluded” for intoxication.  In 1820, William Vance was appointed 
with Reverend Brownfield and two others as delegates to the Georges Creek Convention.  There 
is a most interesting entry for 1 November 1823 wherein the church is paying Samuel King for 
his work on the fence around the graveyard.  “Littell and Vance 82 lb. of iron to Wm. Ebert; both 
to be refunded by the Church at a future time.  Vance & Rev. Wm. Brownfield to move[,] King 
refunded likewise by the Church [13].”  Apparently, iron was being used in lieu of lawful 
currency.  How William acquired his iron can only be surmised.  On 4 Nov 1826, “the elements 
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of Communion prepared for Communion by brother Vance, Deacon, were in readiness [13].” 
Deacon William Vance would make preparations for communion numerous times. 

 In the minutes of the GBBC for 5 Apr 1834, we see the first indication that something has 
happened in William’s relationship to the church.  The minutes recorded:  “Motion, does this 
Church dispprove of Wm Vance serving the Church on communications so long as he does not 
feel a freedom to command himself – decided in the deffirmative.  Deacon Wm Vance resigned 
his Office as Deacon [12].”   A clue to the origin of this problem comes from an annotation by 
Wm. Brownfield in the margin on the same page: “NOTE.  I had refused to publish preaching for 
John Thomas, & objected to some others preaching, who I considered unsound in doctrine [13].” 
There was a growing schism among church members regarding bringing the gospel to people 
outside the church, or “missionary” activities. 
    

Reverend William Brownfield had expressed his feelings about missionary activities this way 
“if the Lord wanted the heathen saved, He would save them in His own way [15].”  Seven 
licensed Baptist ministers, including Levi Griffith, husband of Ann Vance, William’s daughter, 
were precluded from preaching any longer in Rev. Brownfield’s pulpit, because they belonged to 

the new school or Mission Baptists.  In 
April of 1835, William Vance and Samuel 
Hatfield withdrew from the church [14]. 
(Samuel Hatfield had married William’s 
daughter Rebecca about 1820.)  For the 
next eight years there was a struggle for 
physical control of the church property and 
who had the right to use it and when.  In 
1843 the issue was tried in court and heard 
by Judge Greer.  The court decided in 
favor of the New School or Mission party 
as the true Great Bethel Baptist Church and 
the rightful owner of the property.  “Judge 
Greer said that the Baptist church was the 
most democratic body in the world and that 
a minority could not turn out a majority, 
the Baptists at large being unquestionably 
in favor of missions [15].” 

          Great Bethel Baptist Church, Uniontown 1868 [14]

In the minutes of the GBBC records for January 1835, there was an entry for William 
Vance and his daughter Comfort Vance.  Both had requested a letter of dismissal, but the letters 
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were not granted [13].  The records of the GBBC show that William Vance was “excluded” from 
the membership, with no date or explanation accompanying this edict.  From the records of the 
Mount Moriah Baptist Church in Smithfield, Georges Township, we learned that William Vance 
was received on 11 July 1835 “without ltr from Uniontown Church, unable to obtain one because 
of some difficulties [16].”  An identical entry was made for William’s wife Rachel.  Both were 
received into the fellowship of the Mount Moriah church on 9 August 1835.  Both received 
letters of dismissal on 8 July 1837 [16].  Mount Moriah Church was constituted on 30 October 
1784 and was originally an arm of Great Bethel Church in Uniontown.    In 1830, the Mount 
Moriah Church licensed Levi Griffith to preach the Gospel of Christ [17].   Levi married 
William’s daughter Ann about this time.   “In 1836, this church (Mt. Moriah) separated from the 
Redstone Association because the Association opposed Foreign Missions, Sunday schools, etc. 
It [was] at that date united with the Monongahela Association [17].”   It is not known if William 
was an instigator or just a supporter of this separation.  William and Rachel believed strongly in 
their Baptist faith and requested a formal dismissal so that they might relocate to Highland 
County, Ohio in good standing with the church.  A request for “dismissal” would include a letter 
attesting to the character and a recommendation of the requestor to the church in their new home.

The events that lead up to William’s exclusion from the GBBC must have been both sad 
and humiliating for him.  On 4 March 1837, fifteen parishioners signed a statement “we the 
undersigned members of the Church of Great Bethel, hereby distinguish ourselves from those 
who were formerly members of the Church receiving the Ministers doctrine, and order of the 
Monongahela Association.”  The signatories included Isaac Wynn, Dorcas Wynn, Rebeca 
Hatfield, Moses Nixon and Jane Nixon, all long time friends of the Vances.  Sons William Jr. 
and Thomas and their wives remained in the GBBC.  William and Rachel’s daughter Rachel 
Tilton deceased in January of 1837 at the age of 27.  William’s brother Davis had deceased in 
Highland County Ohio in March of 1837 at the age of 50.  These and perhaps other reasons may 
have contributed to William’s decision to leave Fayette County.

The migration of William and Rachel’s family was no small affair.  Of their seventeen 
children, thirteen including their families would leave with their parents for Ohio.  Daughter 
Rachel had died and was buried in the cemetery of the Tent Presbyterian Church in Fayette 
County.  Son Thomas and his wife Ann Gaddis and their children would remain behind and 
found Vance’s Mills.  Daughter Rebecca and her husband Samuel Hatfield and their children 
remained in Fayette County.   Son William F. and his wife Jane Wynne remained behind until 
1840 to help sell his father’s remaining property in Fayette County and subsequently relocated to 
Highland County, Ohio.  The families traveled by wagons to Highland County about October of 
1837.  The journey in 1837 would have been relatively safe, but without modern day comforts 
like hotels and restaurants along the road, which would have been dirt and rock back then.  The 
journey may have been more like the thousands of trips taken by travelers in covered wagons 
along the Oregon Trail in the 1840s through the 1860s.   Those trips were more akin to tent 
camping with your family and livestock.
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William and Rachel purchased a 266 acre farm from John and Polly Gossett in New 
Market Township prior to their arrival in the fall of 1837 [18].  The Gossett farm was two miles 
east (actually northeast) of New Market [19] and was in the original Survey No. 2892 of 1,000 
acres for Erasmus Gill (see Fig. 2).  (In March of 1855, two hundred and forty-six acres of this 
farm were sold to Davis J. Vance, William’s nephew, for $6,570 by the executors of William’s 
estate [20].  The other 20 acres had been sold to John Wheaton in 1849. )  A local farmer, Oliver 
Harris stated in his diary on 17 January 1838  that he “went to Hillsboro with neighbours Vance 
& McCon[n]aughey,” indicating that the Vance’s new farm was very close to Oliver’s farm [21]. 
Indeed, they were neighbors.  William’s farm was in the northwest quadrant of Survey No. 2892, 
while John McConnaughey (shown as A. & I. McConnaughey) was on the west side, and Oliver 
Harris was in the southeast quadrant (see Fig. 2). Robert Harris inherited Oliver’s farm in 1845.

Fig. 2  Atlas of  New Market Township, Highland County, Ohio [22]
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While the Vances at least had a place to live 1837, they were not welcomed by the 
original New Market Baptist Church that had been founded in 1824.  “This church was anti-
missionary and would not accept members of the same denomination who had recently arrived 
from Pennsylvania [24].”   The effect of this policy on the community can be seen in a few 
entries in Oliver Harris’ diary.  On 28 January 1838 that Oliver relates that he “was at home at a 
meeting appointed to settle a difficulty in dispute about benevelent opperations and came to the 
conclusion that every one should act according to the dictates of their own concienceses[21].” 
Obviously, Oliver did not want to take sides in whatever issue had arisen in his church.  On 17 
March 1838, Oliver made this entry “I went to church meeting at br Sanderses.  [A] disagreeable 
meeting it was [21].”  David and Oliver Sanders owned farms less than a half mile south of 
Oliver’s farm (Survey 2891).   (William’s brother Davis (d. 1837) and his wife Hannah Tederick 
Vance are buried in the Sanders Cemetery.)  About a month later, on Saturday, April 14, 1838 
Oliver made a very telling entry: “I soald a shoe for Hannah [his daughter] & went to church 
meeting and on account of their persecuting me because I would not give up the cause 
of* benevelence I seperated from them [21].”  Perhaps Oliver’s “benevolence” was befriending 
and worshiping with Baptists outside his church, especially those recently arrived from 
Pennsylvania (i.e., the Vances). 

 Oliver Harris’ diary includes numerous comments on his participation in prayer meetings 
and worship at different churches, family homes, and listening to different ministers/preachers 
(Baptist, Methodist Episcopal, and Presbyterian).  On the 9th of June, Oliver tells us that “I was 
Constituted into a new church with 16 members.  [O]ur old brethren have bolted the meeting 
house against us. Hezekiah preachd from Ephe VI & 16 at night. Mr Thomas from Pensylvania 
[21].”   An account of this remarkable meeting at Oliver’s home was recorded in the History of 
Ross and Highland Counties as the “New Market Baptist Church, originally known as Little 
Rocky Fork Baptist Church, was organized at the house of Oliver Harris, two miles east of the 
town of New Market, June 9, 1838.   Sixteen members were present at this meeting: William and 
Rachel Vance, . . ., Lydia [Conn] Vance [William’s daughter-in-law], . . . [24].”  On the very 
next day, Sunday the 10th of June, Oliver tells us that he “was at prayer meeting at 9 then went 
into our orchard.  Mr. Griffith preached from Jere then Hezekiah from out of his fullness etc then 
Thomas & Sterns administerd the Lors supper then at 5 oclock . . . a light shower in PM. we had 
a good meeting & many tears shed [21].”  June would have been a beautiful Spring month in 
Ohio and the congregation held its first church services in Oliver’s orchard.  Strictly speaking, 
Oliver’s orchard was the site of the new “church” and was two miles east of New Market.  We 
learn from an entry on Monday the 11th that the “Mr. Griffith” Oliver refers to was Levi Griffith, 
William Vance’s son-in-law by marriage to William’s daughter Ann.  Levi Griffith and Ann 
went back to Pennsylvania, but would later return to New Market where Levi became a pastor of 
this church [24].  The “Hezekiah” Oliver mentions was Hezekiah Johnson, a Minister of the 
Gospel (Methodist Episcopal) who married Oliver’s daughter Eliza.  Hezekiah Johnson married 
William and Rachel’s son Mintun to Matilda Tener of Liberty Township on 13 June 1838. 
Oliver’s comment that there were “many tears shed,” is understandable when one appreciates 
how close and interdependent families were in the 1800s.  Your neighbor was often a member of 
the same congregation and would be the first to help you in time of need.  The first name given 
to this church may have come from the South Fork of Rocky Creek that ran through Oliver 
Harris’ farm.   The brick church that became the new New Market Baptist Church was 
constructed much closer to a branch of the east fork of White Oak Creek, about a quarter of a 
mile east of New Market Village.
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The general lay of the land on Oliver Harris’ farm. Photo taken on Concord Road, near the intersection 
with East New Market Road, looking southwest towards New Market Road (taken September 2007).

The first meeting house of the Little Rocky Fork Baptist Church was not a log building, 
but in fact was a brick building built by the parishioners with the help of some contracted labor. 
The planning of the new church may have begun about 10 December 1838 when Oliver Harris 
writes in his diary of going to Elies about getting a meeting house lot.  On Christmas day 1838, 
Oliver “went to father [William] Vances to meeting to fix on a place [t]o build a meeting. 
concluded to build of brick 45 by 35 [feet] one story [1,575 sq. ft.] (21).”  On the 26th of 
December, Oliver “went to Elies [Eli’s?] & br Arnetts to see about giting a meeting house lot.” 
The next day, on the 27th, Oliver went to Esq Baughs & got a Deed of br Arnett, Eli Bereman & 
David McConnaughey one half acre each for the meeting house lot & burying ground [21].” 
Looking at the 1871 plat map (Fig. 2), one can see the names Mrs. J.H. Arnett (widow), David 
McConnaughey, and M.M. Barere about one mile east of New Market, being about half way to 
the Harris farm on East New Market Road.  The present day New Market Baptist Church is 
located on the south side of East New Market Road (now County Hwy 5), this structure was 
rebuilt on the original foundation of the first Little Rocky Fork Baptist Church.   What is not 
clear is that on 16 Mar 1839, Andrew McConnaughey, William Vance and Oliver Harris acting 
as Commissioners of the Rocky Fork Baptist Church received land in New Market from John 
and Margaret Purdy and William and Mary Purdy [23].   This land was a little further east on 
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New Market road and probably on the north side of the road, but its eventual use is unknown. 
Oliver Harris played a very large role in the actual construction of the first two church buildings. 
He built a brick kiln on his property, fired thousands of bricks, made large fires to roast 
limestone to produce quick-lime for cement, made mortar, quarried stone for the foundation, 
found the stone for the sill plate of the front door, hauled water, brick, lime, and wood to the 
construction site.  He oversaw much of the masonry, framing, roofing, and plastering of the 
building.  The church was completed on Saturday, the 11th of January 1840.  Clearly, his heart 
and soul were in that church building. 

The New Market Community (Baptist) Church rebuilt 1876 on East New Market Road (September 2007)

The first brick building did not last but a few months.  On Saturday, the 2nd of May 1840, 
Oliver went to New Market to a Whig meeting in the new meeting house where he listened to a 
number of able speeches on political affairs [21].  America had been founded on the principle of 
separation of church and state and perhaps it was not a good idea to hold political meetings in a 
church, for on Sunday the 3rd of May it rained very hard with strong winds and thunder. 
“Between 3 and 4 o’clock in PM a powerful storm passed over New Market & blew down our 
new meeting house in that village.  The ruff was taken off & the two end walls, one of the 
bottom[s] of the windows & the other [down] to the stone foundation.  One stove broke & the 
pulpit & most of the seats destroyed [21].”  That “powerful storm” was a tornado.  Oliver’s 
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reaction was “I pray the Lord to sanctify this calamity to the good of the church & vicinity[21].” 
By the summer of 1840, the church had been rebuilt, again with Oliver’s help and oversight.  It 
lasted until 1875 when it was intentionally torn down and rebuilt in 1876 (the 100th year of 
America’s independence from Britain).  This church still stands and is 135 years old.  Neither 
William nor Rachel lived to see the new church, but their children and grandchildren have 
worshiped there for over a hundred years.

The Oliver Harris diary has also provided some insights into the lives of William and 
Rachel Vance, their children and their families.  Oliver had become good friends with William.
On 15 February 1838 his diary read “br Vance & wife her sister & mother came here a 
sleighing,” and the next day Oliver “and wife went with br Vance in sled to Mrs Johnsons 
[21].”  The first entry implies that Rachel’s mother, Rebecca Fairchild Mintun and one of her 
sisters were in New Market shortly after the Vances had arrived.   Perhaps Rachel’s mother and 
sister had moved with the Vances to New Market in 1837.   Rachel’s father John Mintun had 
deceased in 1828.  On 3 March 1838, Oliver and his “wife [Amy] went with br Vance wife 
[Rahcel] to their son Jacobs in sled on a visit [21].”  Jacob Vance’s farm was about 2-1/2 miles 
northeast of Oliver Harris’ farm and on the east side of what is now Hwy 247 in Liberty 
Township [25].  Jacob had purchased this 150 acre farm from John and Elizabeth Duvall on 21 
November 1838 [26].  The Jacob J. Vance shown in Fig. 2 was the son of Davis Vance, 
William’s brother.   On October 18th 1838, Oliver made an entry that William and Rachel had 
returned from Pennsylvania.  Perhaps William and Rachel had gone back to visit their daughter 
Rebecca Hatfield and sons Thomas and William Jr.  On Monday the 8th of April 1839, Oliver 
commented that he “finisd my wheelbarrow & went to br Vances mill & ground some cow feed. 
cloudy & thundered some[21].”  On Monday the 8th of July 1839, Oliver “went to Father Vances 
horse mill & gound 2 bus wheet. some warmer & very dry. wheet & oats is very good but corn 
very backward [21].”  We learn here that William had grist mill powered by a horse, not running 
water.  This was probably not a commercial mill but was made available to neighbors.

            From the Hillsboro Gazette, Thursday July 1, 1937 [25]
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Son Jacob Vance’s former home (remodeled) in Liberty Twp.  The second and
first story windows and doors appear to be in the same locations, but a third
story and a garage or shop have been added to the side of the house. (Sep 2007)

By 1849, William and Rachel owned five farms in Highland County consisting of 575 
acres [27].  At age 62, William was probably not actively working on all these farms.  It is more 
likely his sons and grandchildren were working some of the farms.  We know this to be the case 
for his son Brownfield Vance.  In William Sr.’s will of 1854, Brownfield was the only child to 
inherit land:  “I give and devise to my son Brownfield Vance the farm he now lives on [28], 
clear of all encumbrances [29].”  All of William’s other farms and lands were sold so that wife 
Rachel and their children, including some grandchildren, could receive cash and allowances.

William Vance Senior deceased on 20 November 1854 [30], five months after he wrote 
his last will and testament.  He generously provided for his wife Rachel by ordering his 
executors “to pay their mother every three months as much as she thinks she stands in need of, 
she may judge for herself [29].”  Today this is called a signed “blank check.”  This stipulation 
required that William’s estate could not be closed until Rachel deceased.  She died in May of 
1873, nineteen years after William died.  The executors had to keep enough money on hand and 
earn a rate of return that would allow their mother to receive her widow’s allowance.   For 
example, an accounting by the executors of William’s estate on 23 November 1863 showed a 
value of $7,495.40 [30].  By 1863, Rachel had received $935 in cash payments from the estate 
over a nine year period, or about $104 per year.  Clearly, she lived well within her means and 
there was money left for distribution among the heirs after she deceased.

11



William Vance Senior’s signature on a deed signed 1 Apr 1851

William Vance’s signature on his hand-written last will and testament of 1854

No obituary has been found for William Vance in any of the Highland County 
newspapers.  However, someone in New Market must have sent word of his passing to his son 
Thomas and/or daughter Rebecca Vance Hatfield in Fayette County Pennsylvania as an obituary 
for William appeared in the Genius of Liberty, a local newspaper there:

DIED -- At his residence near New Market, Highland County, Ohio, on the 20th ult, Mr. William 
VANCE Sr., in the 76th year of his age. 

The deceased was formerly a citizen of Fayette co., Pa. His residence was about 3 miles 
Southwest of Uniontown. He was one among the oldest members of the Baptist church of this place, 
and respected by all who knew him. In the year 1837, he removed to Highland Co., Ohio, where he 
remained until his mortal body wearied by the years of time expired. But the weeping wife and 
friends that are left to mourn his departure, may rejoice that his spirit is now around the throne of 
Glory with the redeemed in heaven. How blest the death of the righteous, to leave this world of 
sorrow and mount on angels wings, and fly to the eternal mansions on high and join with the Saints 
and seraphs in singing the praise of God and the lamb forever.

When the ones we love are snatch’d away
By death’s resistless hand

Our hearts the mournful tribute pay
Which pity must demand [31]

William Vance was interred in the cemetery adjacent to the New Market Baptist Church. 
His headstone is inscribed:
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William Vance (Sr.) d. 1854;  Rachel, Wife of William Vance d. 1873 (photo D.E. Cann)

Inscription reads “William Vance, Died Nov 20, 1854, Aged 75 yrs, 9 mo and 12 days.” 
There is scripture below this is now very difficult to read, but it comes from Revelations 14:12 
which read “Here is the patience of saints, here are they who keep the commandments of God 
and faith of Jesus.”  Based on his history with the Baptist church and the love of his family, these 
are very appropriate words for the patriarch of the Vance family in Highland County.  William’s 
legacies are the hundreds of descendants that can trace their family roots to William and his wife 
Rachel.  Some of these still live in Highland County today.
    

William’s wife Rachel deceased on 1 May 1873 at the age of 90 years, 3 months and 4 
days and is buried next to William.  Rachel’s legacy is succinctly stated on her headstone as 
“The Mother of 20 Children.”  She was a good mother, none of her children were known to have 
strayed from their religious rearing or to have been in trouble with the authorities.  By and large, 
this generation of Vances was born to farm, or to marry farmers.  All Rachel’s children and their 
descendants can claim the privilege of being a daughter or son of the American Revolution based 
on her father’s years of service as a sergeant major in the Continental Army and New Jersey Line 
[8, 32].
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We gratefully acknowledge the assistance of Joyce and Robert Patton of Highland 
County who provided maps, newspaper clips, and a personal tour of Highland County in 
September of 2007.  Joyce descends from Mintun J. Vance, son of William and Rachel Vance. 
William Vance also descends from Mintun J. Vance.  Bruce Vance descends from William and 
Rachel’s son Lemuel Vance.
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