
LOS ANGELES — He was a 
tubby tough guy with a pug of  
a mug, as unlikely a big-screen 
star or a romantic lead as could 
be imagined.

Yet Ernest Borgnine won a 
woman's love and an Academy 
Award in one of  the great 
lonely hearts roles in "Marty," a 
highlight in a workhorse career 
that spanned nearly seven dec-
ades and more than 200 film 
and television parts.

Borgnine, who died July 8 at 
95, worked to the end. One of  
his final roles was a bit part as a 
CIA records-keeper in 2011's 

action comedy "Red" – fittingly for his age, a story of  retired spies who 
show that it's never too late to remain in the game when they're pulled 
back into action.

"I keep telling myself, `Damn it, you gotta go to work,'" Borgnine said in a 
2007 interview with The Associated Press. "But there aren't many people 
who want to put Borgnine to work these days. They keep asking, `Is he still 
alive?'"

And yet people put him to work – and kept him working – from his late-
blooming start as an actor after a 10-year Navy career through modern 
times, when he had a recurring voice role on "SpongeBob SquarePants," 
became the oldest actor ever nominated for a Golden Globe and received 
the lifetime-achievement award last year from the Screen Actors Guild.

Borgnine died of  renal failure at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center with his 
wife and children at his side, said spokesman Harry Flynn.

OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE LOU COSTELLO CHAPTER #15, NORTHERN NEW JERSEY! AUGUST 2012

! PAGE 1

In This Issue:

Ernest Borgnine 
(1917-2012)

Mona Lisa Found?

Calendar

La Notizia Italiana 

         POINTers in Person: Lou Costello Chapter #15

Ernest Borgnine 
1917- 2012



ERNEST BORGNINE (1917-2012)
Ermes Efron Borgnino was born in Hamden, 
Conn., on Jan. 24, 1917, the son of Italian immigrant 
parents. The family lived in Milan when the boy was 
2 to 7, then returned to Connecticut, where he at-
tended school in New Haven.

Borgnine joined the United States  Navy in 1935, after 
graduation from James Hillhouse High School in New 
Haven, Connecticut. He was  discharged in 1941, but 
re-enlisted after Pearl Harbor and served until 1945, 
accumulating a total of ten years  in the Navy and 
reaching the rank of gunner's  mate 1st class  in the 
process. He served aboard the destroyer USS Lamber-
ton. His  military decorations included the Navy Good 
Conduct Medal, American Defense Service Medal 
with Fleet Clasp, American Campaign Medal, 
Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal, and the World War 
II Victory Medal.  When Borgnine joined the Navy, 
he weighed 135 pounds; when he left 10 years  later, 
he weighed 100 pounds more.

"I wouldn't trade those 10 years  for anything," he said 
in 1956. "The Navy taught me a lot of things. It 
molded me as  a man, and I made a lot of wonderful 
friends."

As he contemplated what to do after the war, he con-
templated taking a job with an air-conditioning com-
pany. Borgnine's  mother suggested acting.  She said, 
`You always  like getting in front of people and making 
a fool of yourself, why don't you give it a try?'  His 
mother persuaded him to enroll at the Randall School 
of Dramatic Arts  in Hartford. He stayed four months, 
the only formal training he received.

He appeared in repertory at the Barter Theater in 
Virginia, toured as  a hospital attendant in "Harvey" 
and played a villain on TV's "Captain Video."

After earning $2,300 in 1951, Borgnine almost ac-
cepted a position with an electrical company. But the 
job fell through, and he returned to acting, moving 
into a modest house in Los  Angeles' San Fernando 
Valley. 

With his  beefy build and a huge orb of a head that 
looked hard enough to shatter granite, Borgnine natu-
rally was  cast as heavies  early on, notably as  Sgt. Fatso 
Judson, the brute who beat Frank Sinatra's  character 
to death in 1953's  Pearl Harbor saga "From Here to 
Eternity."

More bad guy roles  followed, but Borgnine showed his 
true pussycat colors  as  lovesick Marty Piletti, a Bronx 
butcher who, against all odds  and his  own expecta-
tions, finds romance with a wallflower in "Marty," 

adapted from Paddy Chayefsky's  television play. 
Borgnine won the best-actor Oscar, and the film 
picked up three other awards, including best picture.
(pictured below with Grace Kelly)

It turned out to be Borgnine's  only Oscar nomination, 
yet it was  a star-making part that broke him out of the 
villain mold. Borgnine went on to roles  in such films 
as  "The Dirty Dozen," "The Wild Bunch," "The 
Flight of the Phoenix," "The Poseidon Adventure" 
and "Escape from New York," but after "Marty," the 
veteran sailor's  most memorable character appropri-
ately came with the title role of the 1960s  TV comedy 
"McHale's Navy" and its big-screen spinoff.

Mischievous  con man 
McHale, commander of a 
World War II PT boat 
manned by misfits  and 
malcontents, was  far closer 
in spirit than shy Marty or 
savage Fatso to the real 
Borgnine, who had a cack-
ling laugh and a reputation 
as a prankster.

On Jan. 24, 2007, Borgnine 
celebrated his 90th birthday with a party for friends 
and family.   During an interview at the time, 
Borgnine complained that he wanted to continue act-
ing but roles were tough to find at his age.

"I just want to do more work," he said. "Every time I 
step in front of a camera I feel young again. I really 
do. It keeps your mind active and it keeps you going."

Associated Press reporters Bob Thomas and Christopher Weber contributed to 
this report. 
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MONA LISA'S SKELETON FOUND?

Archaeologists  say they have found a complete skele-
ton buried beneath the floor of an abandoned nun-
nery in Florence, Italy, which might belong to Lisa 
Gherardini, the woman believed to have inspired 
Leonardo da Vinci's  Mona Lisa.  The bones  were 
found beneath the remains  of an altar in the church 
of  the now derelict Convent of  St. Orsola.

"That altar was  certainly in use at Lisa Gherardini's 
time," said Valeria D'Aquino, an archaeologist at the 
Tuscan Superintendency.  D'Aquino and colleagues 
had to dig through a foot of concrete before they un-
earthed a brick crypt containing the bones.

The bone hunt, which began last year, aims  to possi-
bly reconstruct Lisa's  face in order to see if her facial 
features match that of the iconic painting hanging at 
the Louvre Museum in Paris.

Indeed, most scholars  believe that the Mona Lisa, 
known as La Gioconda in Italian or La Joconde in 
French, is  the portrait of Lisa Gherardini, a member 
of a minor noble family of rural origins  who married 
the wealthy merchant Francesco del Giocondo.

The ambitious project is  led by Silvano Vinceti, presi-
dent of a private organization known as the National 
Committee for the Promotion of Historic and Cul-
tural Heritage.   Known for controversial claims, like 
that letters  and numbers  are hidden inside the Mona 
Lisa painting, Vinceti has based his  search in the con-
vent on documents  found by historian Giuseppe Pal-
lanti some years ago.

"Lisa Gheradini did exist and lived a rather ordinary 
life," Pallanti, who is  not involved in the project, told 
Discovery News.  The historian traced back Lisa's  life 
from her birth on June 15, 1479, to her death at the 
age of  63.

In his  research, Pallanti found several important 
documents, such as Francesco del Giocondo's  will. 
There, the merchant asked his  younger daughter, Ma-
rietta, to take care of his  "beloved wife," Lisa.  At that 
time, Marietta, one of Lisa and Francesco's five chil-
dren, had become a nun, thus she brought her mother 
to the nearby convent of Sant'Orsola.  Lisa remained 
there until her death, according to a document known 
as  a "Book of the Dead," found by Pallanti in a 
church archive.

"Lisa di Francesco Del Giocondo died on July 15, 
1542 and was  buried in Sant'Orsola," the document 
stated.  The record noted that the whole parish turned 
out for her funeral, showing that Lisa was  rather fa-
mous among Florentine society.

Vinceti said that the newly discovered bones will un-
dergo radiocarbon dating, hystological analysis and 
DNA testing.

"If the bones  turn to be those of a female skeleton 
there will be two possibilities: Either they belong to 
the noblewoman Maria del Riccio or they belong to 
Lisa Gherardini. According to historic records, only 
these two women, who were not nuns, were given spe-
cial burials  in the convent," Vinceti told the local daily 
La Nazione.  Eventually, comparisons will be made 
with the DNA of Bartolomeo and Piero, Lisa's  chil-
dren who are buried in the church of Santissima An-
nunziata in Florence.

Top photo: Da Vinci's The Mona Lisa. Credit: Corbis. Bottom photo: 
The now derelict Convent of St. Ursula in  Florence, Italy. Credit: 
Sailko/Wikimedia Commons.
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POINTers in Person    
The POINTers In Person program, an autonomous 
branch of POINT - (Pursuing Our Italian Names 
Together) was founded in 1992.  Our group, Chapter 
15,   was organized in September 1996. The 21 na-
tionwide chapters of   POINTers  In Person provide 
genealogical researchers  an opportunity to meet so-
cially, and learn and share information pertinent to 
Italian research. Each chapter is  independent and sets 
forth its own procedures and schedules of  events. 

We cordially invite Italian genealogical researchers  to 
attend our quarterly meetings. Membership is  open to 
all. In addition to regular meetings  our group takes 
occasional field trips to genealogical research sites  in 
the New Jersey/New York area.

Membership in our parent organization, POINT, is 
not a prerequisite to joining our group; however, it is 
highly recommended
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Chapter 15
Northern New Jersey

(201) 803-9117

OFFICERS
President:   Maria Carparelli
Vice President:   Susan Berman
Treasurer:   Maryanne Graham
Corresponding Secretary:   Lucille Kent
Recording Secretary:   Albert Marotta
Newsletter Editor:   Maria Carparelli
Web Master:  Annita Zalenski

Your letters and comments are welcomed.  
We reserve the right to edit submitted materials.  

POINTers in Person does not accept responsibility for errors, 
omissions, or opinions expressed or implied by contributors.

E-mail:  LaNotizia1@aol.com
Web Site:  http://www.rootsweb.com/~njpoint/

Calendar
POINT Chapter 15 Future Meetings: 
Future Meetings:
Elmwood Park Municipal Building, 10 AM 
November 3, 2012:  
Presentation by  Daniel Quinn

Passaic County Genealogy Club: 
September 8, 2012
10 a.m. at Lambert Castle Museum:
Genealogy Club Meeting:
Program:  "Great Graves" 
Presenter:  Peter Osborne:  

Passaic County Historical Society Events:
 
January 28 - October 7:
2012: A Presidential Year.
An exciting new exhibit at Lambert Castle exploring the role of  the 
44 Chief  Executives in our cultural history.

August 18:
Dolley Madison
Saturday, 2 PM
The First Lady under James Madison returns to tell her tale.
Presented by: re-enactor Cynthia Janzen
$5 admission, FREE to members

September 12, 2012
PCHS Quarterly Meeting
7PM at Lambert Castle Museum
Program:  "The Morris Canal:  Yesterday & Today” 
Presenter:  Phil Jaeger

October 4, 2012
“In the Shadow of  the Mountain”
7PM at Lambert Castle Museum
The story of  Luigi Del Bianco, the chief  carver of  Mt. Rushmore 
as re-enacted by his Grandson.
Presenter:  Lou Del Bianco
Admission: FREE

October 6 - 7, 2012
History Fair Weekend
Special speakers and presentations.
Saturday & Sunday, 10Am - 4PM.

October 23, 2012
Annual Beefsteak Dinner
6:30PM:  Brownstone Restaurant
Featuring:  Don Anthony, Elvis Impersonator
$50 per person, RSVP

For more information on PCHS 
& Lambert Castle Events:  

973- 247-0085 ext 200
www.lambertcastle.org
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