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UPCOMING GENEALOGY MEETINGS 
 

     The Brevard Genealogical Society (BGS) 
meets the second Monday of each month at 9:30 
am in the Meeting Room of the Central Brevard 
Library and Reference Center (308 Forrest Ave., 
Cocoa).  At the June 13th meeting Dorrie Dykstra 
will serve as the moderator of the Brick Walls 
Workshop. More details are on their website: 
http://www.flbgs.org/     

     The Genealogical Society of South Brevard  
(GSSB) meets the second Wednesday of each 
month at 9:30 am in the Melbourne Public Library 
(540 Fee Ave.) The June 8th program will feature 
Marian Harrison speaking on Family Search In-
dexing. Full details are on their website: 
www.gssb.net  
 

     The Indian River Genealogical Society 
(IRGS) meets the 2nd Tuesday, September-May 
at 9:30 am. Their next meeting is Sept. 13th.  
Their website: www.irgs.com  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Board Meetings: Members are welcome to at-
tend the GSNB Board meetings held on the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month at 6 pm in the library, 
study room 2.  The next meeting is August 16. 
 

Dues: Dues for 2011 are now due.  If you paid 
after September 1, 2010, your membership is 
paid through 2011. Dues are $15 per person or 
$20 per family. When paying by mail, please 
make check payable to GSNB, Inc. and send to 
P.O. Box 897, Titusville, FL 32781-0897. 
 

Staples Rewards: Please bring your used 
printer ink cartridges to our meetings.  The  
society receives Rewards credit from Staples 
that  that is used to pay our monthly printing 
needs, including the newsletter and handouts.   
 

Refreshments Needed:  The signup sheet for 
snacks and beverages is available at the wel-
come table.  Your refreshment contributions at 
our monthly meetings are much appreciated.   

TONIGHT’S PROGRAM 
    
   Diane Marcum is a noted writer, videographer 
and family historian.  Tonight her topic is 
"Geography and Genealogy: Discovering the 
Landscape of your Past.”  Her interest in geneal-
ogy has taken her to Ireland several times to re-
search her family ancestry. Currently, Diane 
serves as  the publicity chair of BGS. She’s also 
a member of several local writing groups and is 
the author of a travel guide, Cape Canaveral, 
Cocoa Beach & Florida’s Space Coast. She’s had 
a successful career in finance, strategic planning 
and as a corporate executive with Walt Disney 
World. She is a community volunteer, mother 
and grandmother who takes to heart Walt  
Disney’s advice:  “If you can dream it, you can 
do it.”  Her website: www.dianemarcum.com 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH: 
 

“The liberties of our country, the freedom 
of our civil constitution, are worth de-
fending at all hazards; ...We have re-
ceived them as a fair inheritance from our 
worthy ancestors ...[they] transmitted 
them to us with care and diligence.”  
Samuel Adams, American patriot and lead-
er in the Revolutionary War movement. 

2011 ANNUAL FSGS CONFERENCE  
November 11-12 at the Sheraton Orlando North Ho-
tel in Maitland. Selected topics include Finding the 
Female Names of Your Ancestors, The War of 1812 
and Its Genealogical Consequences, Migrations 1607
-1850 and Newspaper Genealogy. More on their 
website: http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flsgs/ 
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Preparing for Disaster  
By Maureen Taylor 

 

Just about every part of the country has some sort of natural 
disaster from tornadoes to earthquakes, but it doesn’t take a 
dramatic event to damage your collection, even a heavy 
downpour can cause flooding.  Here is a four-step approach to 
disasters: prevention, preparedness, response and recovery. 
Prevention and Preparedness = Protection 
For everyday protection from temperature and humidity 
fluctuations, store items in acid and lignin free boxes and 
consider using a desiccant box. Desiccant packs contain 
chemicals that absorb moisture and can help protect items 
stored with it from mildew.  Be sure to read the instructions. 
When the chemicals turn color, follow the steps to recharge it. 
They are available from most library and archive suppliers. Ask 
your public library for a list of suppliers that they use. 
Big plastic tubs are not good storage units for the long-term 
because the gases they can release cause injury to your pictures. 
That said, if you know heavy weather is coming your way and 
you don’t want material to get wet, invest in a few of these 
thick plastic tubs with secure lids. They will prevent your acid 
and lignin free storage boxes from getting soaked. Pick a good 
place in your house to store things. Ideally, a windowless 
interior closet is best, but if you don’t have someplace like that 
then you can create a suitable place.  Make a buffer between the 
environment and your items by nesting acid and lignin free 
boxes, placing smaller boxes inside of larger ones. Never store 
photos and family memorabilia in attics, basements, or 
garages.  These places are hazardous due to fluctuating 
environmental conditions and pests. 
Scan 
One of the best preparedness tips is to scan your pictures. TIFF 
files scanned at 600 dpi and 100% scale is the recommended 
format and always scan in color (even if it’s a black and white 
photo).  Don’t forget to scan the front and back of each item. 
Use file names/numbers with “back” or “reverse” appended for 
the flip-side of pictures so you won’t lose track of what goes 
with what. These digital files are your back-up in case 
something happens to the original, but you need to take steps to 
save those files too.  Try an online back-up service or a portable 
hard drive device (stored off-site in a safe location).  That way 
you’re covered even if your computer crashes or gets destroyed. 
If disaster strikes, you’ll still be able to restore your digital files 
either from your online service or from your extra hard drive.   
Response and Recovery 
So the inevitable happens and your photographs are wet and 
dirty. Before you toss them contact a professional for advice 
and keep a disaster kit nearby with the following: 
*Contact information for a local preservation company such as 
the Northeast Document Conservation Center (www.nedcc.org)
which maintains a 24-hour emergency hotline.  
*An emergency kit of distilled water, blotting paper and 
unprinted newsprint (from an art-supply store) and disposable 
non-latex gloves. Keep them in a waterproof container.  
*A de-humidifier can help dry out sodden pictures while fans 
help circulate the air.  
*Don’t pull apart any photos that are stuck to each 
other.  Instead, freeze them to prevent mold growth until a 
conservator can save the images.   
 
Excerpts from May 9, 2011 article on ancestry.com 

World Memory Project 
 

The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum and 
Ancestry.com have created the World Memory Project 
to allow anyone, anywhere to help build the largest free 
online resource for information about victims and sur-
vivors of the Holocaust and Nazi persecution during 
World War II. Millions of documents containing de-
tails about victims of the Holocaust and Nazi persecu-
tion during World War II still exist today. Through the 
World Memory Project, you can help make these vic-
tims' records searchable online and restore the identi-
ties of people the Nazis tried to erase from history, one 
person at a time. Learn more about the project at 
http://www.WorldMemoryProject.org  
 
From Ancestry.com May 3, 2011 
 

Printable Family Trees 
This announcement was written by Savetz Publishing, 
Inc.: New printable family tree designs have been add-
ed to the website: www.FamilyTreeTemplates.net,  
ranging from colorful illustrated tree designs to de-
tailed ancestor charts. Popular with genealogy buffs 
as well as schoolchildren or anyone who enjoys track-
ing their heritage, these family trees are easy to 
download and print. There are both free PDF and pre-
mium $4 options. The DOC versions can be opened 
and edited in Microsoft Word, allowing users to type 
rather than handwrite names, dates and other vital 
statistics on the lines or in the boxes provided. There 
are now more than 60 family tree templates at the 
site. There are cute designs (such as teddy bears or 
apples) for schoolchildren as well as sophisticated de-
signs suitable for framing. Many of the forms are de-
signed for dedicated researchers, who seek fan charts, 
family group sheets and other genealogy tools. The 
tree designs aren't limited to traditional families. 
There are versions for stepfamilies, adoptive families 
and more. There are formal trees, charts with room 
for photos, and designs to list as few as two genera-
tions or as many as seven. 
From Eastman’s Online Newsletter  May 28, 2011  

 

Free Online File Converter 
Bookmark this site. It converts files from hundreds of 
formats to any of hundreds of other formats. Want to 
convert a DOC file to a PDF file? Online-Convert will 
do that. Want to convert an audio MP3 file to WAV 
format? Online-Convert will do that. The site has 
many, many other formats available as well. If you 
can’t find the conversion you need, you can contact 
the site owners and they will try to help you. Best of 
all, the service is available free of charge. You can 
find it at http://www.online-convert.com/   
 
From Eastman’s Online Newsletter May 16, 2011  



        The GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF
  NORTH BREVARD, INC. 

 is a non-profit corporation chartered by the 
State of Florida. It is affiliated with  

the Federation of Genealogical Societies,  
the Florida State Genealogical Society, Inc., 

and the National Genealogical Society.     
 
Dues : $15/person or $20/family per year 
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 2011 GSNB PROGRAM SCHEDULE 
            
 
July & August - summer break, no meetings  
 
September 6 - Bob Hudson 
 “History of Titusville” 
 
Monday, October 3 - Patricia Andrews 
(day & date change)   “LaGrange Cemetery” 
 
November 1 - TBA 
 
December 13 - Christmas Social 
 

 BGS Offering Special Workshop on July 11 
 
The Brevard Genealogy Society is presenting Pete 
Bradish conducting a Source Recording Workshop on 
Monday, July 11. The idea is to present at least one, if 
not a few more, examples of sources (e.g. the first one 
probably a census) for attendees to put into their com-
puter and compare it with the format from Evidence by 
Elizabeth Shown Mills. Participants will be asked to 
bring their computers (with their genealogy program on 
it) and be able to use it interactively during the work-
shop.  More details are at: http://www.flbgs.org/ 
 

 
  SUMMER ASSISTANCE - TUESDAY ONLY 
 
During July and August research assis-
tance from GSNB members will only be 
available on Tuesdays from 9 am to 1 pm.  
Several GSNB members will be in the li-
brary’s Nancy C. Sieck Memorial Genealogy 
Area to answer questions during that time. 

Fully Searchable Death Records Now  
Online at findmypast.co.uk 

  
This leading United Kingdom family history website, 
www.findmypast.co,uk, has launched a quicker way to 
find the deaths of your ancestors, completing a two-year 
project to make the birth, marriage and death records of 
England and Wales easier to use. Over 1,000 people 
have worked on this project, rescanning 170 years of 
records and transcribing the quarter of a billion names 
they contain. This final installment means that over 85 
million death records can now be searched with as little 
as a surname. You can now search for your ancestors in 
the following records all at once:   
       England & Wales deaths 1837-2006 
       British nationals died overseas 1818-2005 
       British nationals armed forces deaths 1796-2005 
       British nationals died at sea 1854-1890 
 
Findmypast.co.uk is the only place you can search these 
records in one go. So, if you've tried without success to 
find your ancestor’s death record elsewhere, try again 
using this powerful new search. For more information 
log on to www.findmypast.co.uk. 
 
From Eastman’s Online Newsletter May 20, 2011 

Members’ Reminders…  
     If you are interested in checking out any of 
the CDs in the society’s collection, Ginny Nich-
ols brings them to our monthly meetings.  Also, 
if you have a rolling cart you could donate to 
use for transporting this collection to the meet-
ings, please see Ginny.  
     Thanks to the Staples rewards credits, we 
have been able to pre-pay the printing costs for 
our monthly newsletter.  GSNB earns $2 for 
each used printer cartridge that GSNB returns 
to Staples.  We encourage you to bring your 
empty printer cartridges to the meetings and 
drop them in the bag at the sign-in table.  All 
types of ink cartridges are accepted.  
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NEXT BOARD MEETING 

Tuesday,  August 16, 2011 at 6 pm 
 
  

NEXT GENERAL MEETING 
            Tuesday, September  6, 2011 

Bob Hudson “History of Titusville”  
6:00– 8:00 pm 

      
  

Jacob Hannemann Memorial Room 
        Titusville Public Library 
        2121 South Hopkins Ave. 

Titusville, FL 32780 
 

  2011 Officers and Committee Chairpersons 
 
President   Martha Noffel mnoffel@bellsouth.net  383-8486 
Vice President  Ed Swan  edward_swan@bellsouth.net 269-3682 
Secretary/Drawing items Beverly MacRae shandy4260@aol.com  604-7598 
Treasurer   George Johnson coljay@cfl.rr.com   383-8050 
Historian   Barbara Maloney BMAL1487@aol.com  269-9016 
Publicity   Patrick Bowers phbowers@covad.net  636-3089 
Newsletter Editor  Carol Eilers  ceilers@cfl.rr.com   267-4824 
Webmaster   James Joyner  jj__joyner@yahoo.com  635-8707 
Refreshments   Jackie Palmer jcqlplm@aol.com   267-6679 
Sound System  French Johnson fjohnson45@cfl.rr.com  267-1701 
CD Collection  Ginny Nichols nicholsep@bellsouth.net  267-9109 
Name Tags   Mary Toupin  mlefey19@aol.com     
FGS Delegate   Gwen Read           321-752-7881 
Photographers  Bill Walls   cbducks@bellsouth.net  269-1259 
    Tom Vaughn   t_i_vaughn@juno.com  269-4921 


