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THE FAMILY OF ROBERT HERMAN SHEEDY 
AND HOW THEY CAME WEST 

 

by Nickolas McCrimmon Sheedy 
 
Washington has long been a land of opportunity.  The Native Americans lived prosperously for millennia.  

Fur traders sought their fortunes from otter and beaver pelts.  Timber men and miners found a wealth of 
resources to exploit, and farmers and ranchers recognized fertile land that would produce.  Natural harbors 
allowed transportation by sea, and the coming of the railroads opened the “Inland Empire” to a rapidly 
expanding world economy.  This is what attracted my great-great grandfather, a railroading man, to 
Washington Territory in 1889. 

As genealogists, I’m sure you all can appreciate a good “brick wall.”  While I have successfully traced 
thousands of ancestors through the centuries, my direct paternal line is an enigma.  All we know of the parents 
and early life of Robert H. Sheedy (1852-1928) comes from a few stories passed down through his family.  
Robert was orphaned shortly after he and his father came to North America, and I have little hope of ever 
tracing beyond him.  While “Sheedy” is typically an Irish name, I have become aware of the surname “Szade” 
or “Szadi” around Gdansk, Poland and a German name “Schade” which are all pronounced similarly.  It is a 
quandary because we have every indication that he and his parents were born in “Germany” but have no 
indication that Robert ever spoke anything but English.  There was a “cousin with a polish name” who lived in 
New York at one time, but with details forgotten, my Sheedy origins likely will remain a mystery. 

Robert Herman Sheedy, was born 6 June 1852 in Danzig, Prussia (now Gdansk, Poland), the only a child 
of parents whose names we do not know.  They operated a small hotel in Danzig.  When he was about seven, 
the hotel caught fire.  A little girl cousin ran into the inferno, Robert's mother ran after her, and they both lost 
their lives. 

Robert's father was heartbroken and resigned to quit the country, taking passage to England and then 
Ontario, Canada about 1859.  During the voyage, an epidemic broke out and young Robert was encouraged to 
smoke tobacco in the belief that it might prevent him from becoming sick.  When Robert was eleven (about 
1863), his father went hunting, became lost in a blizzard and froze to death. 

The orphaned boy was eventually taken into a preacher's home.  It was during the period when women 
wore hoop skirts, and it was part of Robert's duties to accompany the parson's wife and keep her skirt out of 
the mud and from blowing around on a breezy day. 

When he was fifteen, Robert immigrated to the Finger Lakes region of “Up State” New York and secured 
a job carrying the mail with horse and sled.  It was a very cold lonesome route and he had some harrowing 
experiences, but he was very proud of his job. 

He enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1869, claiming he was twenty one—but was in fact seventeen at the time.  
He mustered in at Baltimore, Maryland, but his place of residence was noted as Cheshire, Ontario County, 
New York.  He used to tell a story about a time “on parade” when he accidentally gave the wrong order, with 
the result that his troops joyously ran over the band!  He worked his way up to sergeant, but apparently 
deserted the Army in 1871 at Port Huron, Michigan. 

In 1873, he joined the Masonic Lodge at St. Louis, Michigan and in 1875 he held the coveted degree of 
Master Mason.  In the meantime, Robert took up railroading and became a brakeman in newly admitted 
Colorado State where he was promoted to freight conductor.  About this time, gold was discovered in the 
Black Hills.  Like so many others, Robert got gold fever and joined the stampede to Deadwood, Dakota 
Territory. 

He returned to Michigan and landed a job as section foreman with the Flint & Pere Marquette Railway 
Company.  Robert fell in love and on 19 November 1879 married Eliza Ann Rowe at Baldwin, Michigan.  
“Eida,” as he always called her, was the daughter of Henry Rowe (alias George Green) and Jane Wheaton, who 
immigrated to Michigan from England in 1855. 

They set up housekeeping at Amber, a small town near Ludington, where on 3 September 1880, their first 
child was born: Herman Howard Sheedy.  They moved nine miles east to Scottville where Robert built a nice 
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home on an acre of land.  He continued railroading, built a barn, bought farm animals, and kept a large garden.  
There on 3 April 1884 their second child was born: Robin Carl Sheedy. 

In those days, railroad engines were fueled exclusively by cordwood, which was mostly set out in the 
winter time when it was easier to haul and was piled close to the track so it could be retrieved without undue 
loss of time.  While walking the grade, Robert came upon some cordwood that had fallen onto the tracks when 
the snow melted out from under the pile.  He made every effort to get the track cleared and just managed to get 
the last stick off the rails when a train was upon him.  One leg was broken in two places and he walked with a 
slight limp for the rest of his life. 

In 1889, Robert had the urge to go west.  He took a trip to Puget Sound, liking it so well that he returned 
home, sold everything and moved his family to Washington Territory, which became the 42nd state in 
November that year.  He was placed in charge of track and grading construction for the Peninsular Railway 
Company, an extension of the Satsop Railroad, which was built by the Simpson Logging Company to access 
virgin timber and feed the mills at Shelton in Mason County. 

The Sheedy family bought a large home in Shelton, had another big garden, a cow and some pigs.  Here, 
on 18 September 1891, their third child was born: Alice Marie Sheedy. 

In 1897, Robert was appointed roadmaster for the Spokane Falls and Northern Railroad.  He built a house 
at Northport in Stevens County, and the family moved in about July.  At that time, Northport was the terminus 
for the steamboat line on the Columbia River and trains had to be ferried across the river to get to Rossland, 
British Columbia, Canada.  This soon changed, when, on 4 October 1897, the bridge at Northport (I believe the 
second rail bridge built across the Columbia River) was completed.  Robert H. Sheedy was a construction 
foreman on the project. 

So his children could enjoy a better education, in 1900, Robert bought a home on Mission Avenue in 
Spokane, where Robin and later Alice graduated from Lewis and Clark high school, Herman being station 
agent at Deer Park.  In 1901, Robert was employed by the Great Northern Railway (which succeeded Spokane 
Falls and Northern) as inspecting engineer for the construction of the Columbia River Bridge at Marcus, 
Washington, and later was placed in charge of laying track from Marcus to Republic and on to Grand Forks, 
B.C.  He supervised construction of the Great Northern Cut-Off at Colbert and the line to Molson—which was 
the highest elevation rail depot in Washington, and is also said to have been the largest shipping point in the 
state at the time. 

In 1903, Robert H. Sheedy, representing Great Northern Railway, escorted Chief Joseph of the Nez Perce 
from the Colville Reservation to Spokane where the Chief made a brief visit before traveling to Washington 
D.C. to petition the government for the return of the Wallowa Valley to his people. 

During this period Herman was married, then Robin and later Alice. 
After thirty years building railroads in Washington, Robert retired.  In 1920, he and Eliza moved to Los 

Angeles, California to be near their two younger children.  The couple purchases a small hotel.  Robert died 25 
February 1928, at the age of nearly 76 years.  Eliza survived him by two years.  Their son, Robin, in a brief 
sketch of his father, wrote: “Many men have blessed him for helping them over the rough places.  He had an 
exceptionally hard childhood, with very little schooling and was not very demonstrative; but he was of sterling 
character and integrity, and was a loving husband and father.” 

Herman Howard Sheedy (1880-1948) was employed by Great Northern Railway for his entire career, first 
as a station agent at Deer Park, Wash.  For many years, he was the agent at the Union Pacific Railroad Depot 
in Portland, Oregon and held that position through two world wars when a great deal of trust was placed in 
station agents to ensure that transportation was properly rationed and goods were efficiently shipped for the 
war efforts.  He had two sons by his second wife, Phila Eliza Wells, whom he married in 1908 at Grand Forks, 
B.C., Canada: Roy Herman Sheedy (1909-1986) and Donald Wells Sheedy (1917-1974), both of Portland.  
Three granddaughters reside in the Portland area. 

Robin Carl Sheedy (1884-1952) worked for Great Northern Railway as a youth.  On one occasion, for the 
wager of a silver dollar, he shot an owl out of a tree with a rifle from the open boxcar door of a moving train, 
for which feat he earned the nickname the “Spokane Kid.”  After a brief stint at Washington Agricultural 
College (now Washington State University), he headed north to Alaska as a professional hunter for the Tanana 
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Mines Railway and made the first mail run between Fairbanks and Valdez by dogsled during the winter of 
1904-05.  He returned to Washington where he married Florence Winona Phillips in 1907 at the Phillips ranch 
near Northport (which was started by her father, Frederick Sylvanus Phillips, being one of the first—if not the 
earliest—homesteads proved on the west side of the Columbia River after the Colville Reservation opened to 
settlement, and remains in the Phillips family.)  They moved to Edmonton, Alberta, where Robin speculated in 
real estate and opened a construction office, but returned to the United States at the outbreak of World War I.  
R. C. Sheedy spent his career as a construction superintendent, and worked on many projects around the 
country, including: the Golden Gate Bridge; many bridges along the Pacific Coast Highway; the Goodyear 
Tire and Rubber Company factory in Los Angeles; the Oceanside, California pier; the Arlington Memorial 
Bridge in Washington, D.C.;  the Portland-Columbia Airport Cantonment (now PDX); the Bridge of the Gods 
spanning the Columbia River; the Columbia River Slough Bridge at Portland, Oregon; a U.S. Post Office in 
Duluth, Minnesota; Hawthorne Navy Ammunition Depot, Hawthorne, Nevada; and the U.S. Army Ordinance 
and Weapons Depot, Umatilla, Oregon. 

One anecdote regarding Washington history is worth mentioning:  About 1928, while supervising all 
concrete work and approaches for the Arlington Memorial Bridge in Washington D.C., Robin C. Sheedy had 
occasion to visit Ray Lyman Wilbur (a distant cousin of his wife and long-time President of Stanford 
University) who was at that time the Secretary of the Interior under President Hoover.  Robin informed Dr. 
Wilbur of a serious problem in the upper Columbia Basin: the invasive pollution from north of the border at 
the smelter in Trail, B.C.  The smelter had polluted the air and water, causing a great deal of mortality in the 
forests of northeastern Washington and other problems with livestock and agriculture.  It had become so bad 
that the Phillips family had to move to Idaho for a time.  Ray Lyman Wilbur took up the cause, and the Trail 
Smelter was shut down until the emissions were brought under control, and compensation was secured for 
affected Americans.  It was one of the first international environmental agreements. 

R. C. and Florence (Phillips) Sheedy raised four boys: Robert Sylvanus Sheedy (1908-1970) of Powers, 
Oregon; Forrest Herman Sheedy (1911-2003) of Northport, Washington; Carl Phillips Sheedy (1914-1990) of 
John Day, Oregon; and Gale Holmes Sheedy (1918-1997) of Columbia City, Oregon.  Numerous 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren reside in several western states. 

 
Sheedy Family, Spokane, Washington, circa 1915 

       Left to right:  Robert H. Sheedy, Robin C. Sheedy (standing), Herman H.  
       Sheedy (center), Alice M. Sheedy (standing) and Eliza Ann (Rowe) Sheedy. 
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Alice Marie Sheedy (1891-1973) graduated from Lewis and Clark High School and was a student at the 
Pauline Dunstan Belden School of Elocution in Spokane.  For a time, she was a “cub reporter” for a local 
newspaper.  She studied drama in Chicago and joined the Baker Players Stock Company, adopting the stage 
name “Alice Errol” and performing in many locations in the United States and Canada.  From Aunt Alice’s 
scrapbook, we know that she worked with numerous famous actors and actresses, many of whom became early 
stars of the silver screen, e.g., Eugene O’Brien, Louis James, Nat. C. Goodwin, Maxine Elliot, Edna Goodrich, 
Alla Nazimova, Dorothy Donnelly, Thais Lawton, and Minnie Maddern Fiske.  Alice married Stanley Todd in 
1915 in Spokane.  He was a native of England and a Canadian veteran of World War I.  They lived in Portland, 
Oregon for a time and removed to Hollywood, California where Alice continued acting and gave elocution 
lessons after silent movies gave way to “talkies.”  She became a Christian Science Practitioner and, in that 
capacity, served numerous Hollywood stars for many years.  Alice and Stanley Todd had no issue and retired 
to Twentynine Palms, California. 

I wish to thank Clarissa “Chris” (Sheedy) Litteer of Tigard, Oregon and Aura Lee (Sheedy) Deaver of 
Sacramento, California for all the genealogical research that they have done and graciously shared with me.  I 
also wish to acknowledge a short sketch that my great-grandfather, R. C. Sheedy, wrote on his father, dated 
1939, San Francisco.  In concluding this chronicle, I would like to express my gratitude to the natural 
resources, people and industries of Washington for giving the family of a poor orphaned immigrant the 
opportunity to grow and prosper. 
____________________________________ 

© Nickolas McCrimmon Sheedy.  Nick Sheedy, 32, a native of John Day, Oregon, grew up in Idaho and Montana and is a 
1996 graduate of Linfield College.  He is an ardent family and general historian and is currently writing a book on the Life and 
Times of John Day (1770-1820), the old hunter who’s name is well remembered in the Old Oregon Country.  Direct e-mail 
correspondence to:  nsheedy@yahoo.com . 

 

 
LACLAIR – CORNELL BIBLE RECORD 

 

This record was found in a Bible purchase at a used book store in Bellingham, Washington, and is in the 
possession of Bob Witherspoon.  All entries appear to have been made at the same time, by the same hand  using a 
blue-ink ballpoint pen.  The volume was published in 1940, and the latest date entered is from 1955. 

The title page reads:  The Holy Bible and International Bible Encyclopedia and Concordance; Containing the 
Old and New Testaments Translated out of the Old Tongues and with the Former Translations Diligently Compared 
and Revised; Self-Pronouncing; Authorized of King James Version; Garden City Publishing Co., Inc. 

The reverse reads:  1940; Garden City Publishing Co., Inc.; 14 West 49th Street, New York, N.Y.; CL; Printed in 
the United States of America 

On the front flyleaf are the following handwritten entries for “Births”: 
 Lillian Daisy LaClair born in Bellingham, Wash, March 24th 1915 
 Violet Amy LaClair born in Bellingham, Wash, April 18th 1917 
 Clarence Elmer LaClair born in Bellingham, Wash, Jan 1, 1921 
 Laurence Ray LaClair born in Bellingham, Wash, May 5th 1923 
On the inside of the rear flyleaf are the following handwritten entries for “Births”: 
 Royal Ellsworth Cornell, born in Gladstone N. Dak. Dec. 23 - 1895. 
 Raymond Cornell, born in Gladstone N. Dak. Aug 13, 1897. 
 Grace May Cornell, born in Gladstone N. Dak. July 22, 1898. 
 Ivan Cornell born in Kalispell, Mont May 8, 1901. 
 Amy and Alma Cornell twins born in Kalispell, Mont April 6, 1903. 
 Amy died 6 days later. 
 Robert Cornell born in Kalispell, Mont – Jan 9, 1905. 
On the back side of the rear flyleaf are the following handwritten entries: 
 Married Daisy Jane Seaman and Elmer Ellsworth Cornell, Dec 31st 1894 in Gladstone, N. Dak. 
 Daisy Seaman born in St Charle’s Saginaw Co Mich, on March 19th 1877. 
 Elmer Ellsworth Cornell born in Neenah, Wis. Feb 24th 1869. 
 Daisy Cornell died in Kalispell, Mont, Oct 28th 1946 at the age of 69 years. 
 Elmer Cornell died Nov 3th [sic] 1955 in Columbia Falls Mont. 
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NEWS  FROM WAHKIAKUM COUNTY - DECEMBER 7, 1905 
 
The Washington State Library holds microfilm copies of Columbia River Sun, published at Cathlamet, 
Wahkiakum County, Washington.  The earliest microfilmed issue is Volume IV, Number 36, dated December 
7, 1905.  “Columbia River Sun...Issued Every Thursday...At Cathlamet, Wahkiakum Co., Wash....L. C. Burton, 
Manager...G. F. Hanigan, Editor.”  The price was 5 cents.  The following are extracts of newspaper items 
containing genealogically useful information. 

December 7, 1905, page 1:   Except for several advertisements for local firms, the page 1 covered only national 
and international news. 

December 7, 1905, page 2:  

“STATE OFFICERS 
 

     “U. S. Senators,…Levi Ankeny, Walla Walla…Sam H. Piles, Seattle… 
     “Congressmen,…Francis W. Cushman, Tacoma…Wesley L. Jones, North Yakima…Wm. G. Humphries,  
Seattle…        
     “Governor,…A. E. Mead, Bellingham… 
     “Lieutenant-Governor,…Chas. E. Coon, Port Townsend… 
     “Supreme Judges: R. G. Dunbar, Hiram E, Hadley, Wallace Mount, Frank H. Rudkin, Mark A. Fullerton” 

---------- 

“IS AWAY ‘OFF’  [Editorial] 

“’It is rumored that the Warren Packing Company are negotiating with West Bros. for the purchase of the 
tideland adjoining their cannery....” 

---------- 

“LOCAL AND PERSONAL. 

     “Mrs. Ray Morton and child are visiting at St. Helens with Mrs. Morton’s parents.” 

     “Mr. and Mrs. W. R. O’Brien returned from St. Helens Friday morning, where they had spent Thanksgiving 
day with Mr. and Mrs. Godfrey, relatives.” 

     “Mrs. Joseph Burke, who was so sick recently, is recovering very fast.” 

     “Mr. Chris Sorensen and Mr. Joseph Hull are in town having come from Gray’s River last night.  Mr. Hull 
is looking to purchase a farm in these parts.” 

     “Peter Blone, who has been working during the summer at Armstrong’s camp, has rented Mrs. Taylor’s 
place and will go farming about the middle of this month, when Mrs. Taylor and daughter will move to Eastern 
Washington.” 

     “Clarence White, who last week was rendered so seriously ill by accidentally inhaling benzine fumes, is in 
Portland undergoing treatment and recovering quite speedily....” 

     “W. K. Scott, for the past year foreman of the J. S. Dellinger Company, Astoria, composing room, and C. 
C. Clinton, also of Astoria, have taken hold of the Pacific Journal at Ilwaco and will aim to put out a first-class 
paper.  Mr. Scott is an up-to-date printer and a thorough gentleman and we predict for the sheet from now on.” 

     [The following is a list of additional names which appeared in the Local and Personal column.  Most 
concerned the movement of people to and from the community.] 
 

Chas. Baldwin  
Mrs. Bertha Ballagh 
E. A.. Blood 
Joseph Brignoni 
D. C. Butler’s store 

John Doumit 
Ed Flanders 
C. H. Fuqua 
M. Gorman 
G. F. Hanigan 

Thos. Kent 
Joseph McCann 
Hon. J. G. Megler 
Ray Morton 
Mrs. P. F. O’Brien 

Perl Petermen 
J. B. Polwarth 
C. H. Warren 
J. B. Winstanley 
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 “Xmas Turkey Shooting. 

     “On Sunday, Dec. 24, there will be another big day of turkey shooting.  Ray Morton has arranged to get 
traps and in addition to live turkeys and mark shooting there will be clay pigeon shooting.  This will give the 
users of shotguns a chance as well as the riflemen.” 

 

---------- 

“John a ‘Daddy’: 

     “Born--To Mr. and Mrs. John Doumit, Wednesday, Dec. 6, a fine baby boy, Dr. Peacock in attendance. 
Mother an [sic] child getting along well.” 

 

---------- 

“Monthly School Reports 

“District No. 1 - Report for the month ending Nov. 24, 1905 

     “Number pupils enrolled…32.....Percent of attendance…92… 

     “Names of pupils neither absent nor tardy:  Alec Ingram, Ed. Flanders, Myrtle Dunham, Laura White, 
Mabel Christensen, Esther Lindquist, Mayme McKinnon, Grace Miner, Lulu Pellant, Lena Doumit, Nellie 
Flanders. 

     “The following are the names of pupils deserving certificates of attendance: Grace Miner, Laura White, 
Esther Lindquist. 

 “W. W. HEAD, Teacher” 

“District No, 20 - Report of School District No. 20, for the month ending Nov. 24, 1905: 

     “Number pupils enrolled…18.....Percent of attendance…99.5… 

     “Number [sic] of pupils neither absent nor tardy:  Alvin Arness, Mabel Rassmusson, Edward Rassmusson, 
Alma Rassmusson, Gidsken Arness, Selma Gunderson, Mary Knutson, Mary, Annie and Getty Birkland, Paul 
and Walter Gisselberg, Olga Svensen and Lief and Peter Pettersen. 

 “CHARLOTTE ANDERSON, Teacher” 

“District No. 23 

     “Number of pupils enrolled…5.....Percent of attendance…95.4… 

     “Names of Pupils Neither Absent Nor Tardy:  Jessie Olmstead, Martin Olmstead and Homer Olmstead. 

 “FLORENCE HASLEM, Teacher” 
 

---------- 

 “Cathlamet School Items 
“By a Seventh Grade Pupil 

     “Miss Ethel Below, who was on a visit down from Vancouver, spent Wednesday afternoon at the school. 

     “Will and Leo Doyle were absent from school Monday. 

     “Gertrude Congdon, who had been ill for nearly two weeks, resumed school Monday. 

     “Alec Ingram was absent last Friday. 

     “The teachers and scholars regret that Laura White, one of the brightest pupils in the Sixth Grade, 
discontinued school on Tuesday.” 

---------- 
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 “Outcome of Ball. 

     “The Arrangement Committee of the late I. O. R. M. Thanksgiving Masquerade Ball, given in Redmen 
Hall...found that the net proceeds amounted to exactly eighty dollars, and have since turned the amount over to 
Earnest Kern, a member of the tribe in good standing but who for the past year and a half has been in ill health 
from a wound received at work in the woods at Marshfield, Ore.  The ball being a benefit for Mr. Kern many 
purchased ball tickets who did not attend.... 

 “N. A. KENT,  E. I. BALLAGH,  G. F. HANIGAN.  Committee.” 
---------- 

 “Gives Up the Ghost 

     “W. E. Brown writes us that the Pacific Journal will not appear this week.  He took charge of the paper 
about six weeks ago, soon after it was abandoned by W. R. Whitman, and has made a hard struggle to make a 
success of it but he says that he would have done better had he started a new paper, as the Pacific Journal name 
is now thoroughly discredited, and Ilwaco has been pretty nearly ruined as a newspaper field,….Mr. Brown is 
a rustler and a good newspaper man, and if he can’t make a success of the paper, it will be hard to find a man 
who can.  Ilwaco will have to subsidize A. N. Bohn to return from the Dalles and take charge again, as he was 
the last man to make a success of it….—S. B. Journal” 

---------- 

 “COUNTY LANDS FOR SALE 

     “On Monday, the 25th day of December, 1905, commencing at the hour of 9 A. M., and concluding at the 
hour of 4 P. M., of said day, at the front door of the Court House at Cathlamet, David West, County Treasurer, 
will offer for sale and sell at public auction, to the best and highest bidder, for cash in hand, the following real 
estate situated in Wahkiakum County, State of Washington, and described as follows, to-wit: Being the south-
west quarter of section thirty-one, in Township nine north, range four west, of the Willamette Meridian.” 

---------- 

“ADMINISTRATORS NOTICE 

     “Notice is hereby given that the undersigned has been appointed administrator of the estate of F. R. Strong, 
deceased,...are hereby notified to present the same to me, duly verified, at Brookfield,...J. G. MEGLER, 
Administrator.  Dated November 30, 1905.” 

---------- 

 “IMPROVED O. R. M., QUILLIS TRIBE NO. 60 

     “Meets at Cathlamet, Wash., Saturday evening, October 21, 1905, at 7:30, and every alternate two weeks 
thereafter.  All regular and visiting members requested to attend. 

 “CARL LILIENTHAL, Sachem. C. W. FLANDERS, C. of Records” 
---------- 

“NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION. 

     “Department of the Interior, Land Office at Vancouver, Wash.   September 14, 1905 

     “Notice is hereby given that the following named settler has filed notice of his intention to make final proof 
in support of his claim, and that said proof will be made before the Register and Receiver at Vancouver, 
Wash., on December 15, 1905, viz: 

    “LOREN A. FOSTER 

     “for the SE 1/4 of Section 14, Twp. 9-N., R. 5 W., W. M. 

     “He names the following witnesses to prove his continuous residence upon and cultivation of said land, viz:    
John E. Brink, Daniel H. Prescott, Joseph Ellis, A. F. Cooper, all of Cathlamet, Wash. 

   “H. C. PHILLIPS, Register.” 



 28                                                                                                                              The Washington State Genealogist

December 7, 1905, page 3: 

“RIVER GOSSIP 

     “Alfred Johnson, who for the past three months has been engaged working in the Portland Flouring Mills, is 
in town visiting relatives and friends.” 

     “John Yeon’s camp at Rainier closed down Monday to continue closed until February 1st....A number of 
his men came to Cathlamet and will begin work for Mr. H. E. Armstrong.” 

     “Miss Lottie Anderson, who is teaching school on the island, spent a couple of days the first of the week in 
Skamokawa, visiting relatives and friends.” 

     [The following is a list of additional names which appeared in the River Gossip column.  Most concerned 
the movement of people to and from the community.] 
 Edgar Farrel     Matthew Johnson 
 Mr. Frederickson    Robt. McMath 
 Johnson Bros. butcher shop   Mr. and Mrs. A. R. Shreve 
 Mrs. J. L. Johnson  

---------- 

 “BOATS AND BOATING. 

     “Captain E. W. Spencer will lay his steamer Chas. R. Spencer off the Portland-Dalles run for the winter, 
and in the meantime she will be given a thorough overhaul.” 

     “Purser Charley Fowler, of the Lurline, is at present spending his lay off days in Cathlamet preferring our 
gentle breezes to the cold sea beach.  Charley has many friends here who would be only too pleased to see him 
make Cathlamet his permanent residence.” 

---------- 

 “Will Extend Railroad. 

     “John E. Brink arrived in town last  Thursday morning with a scow load of steel rails for the Armstrong 
logging camp at this place.  The rails will make an extension of at least a mile of track onto the present road.” 

---------- 

 “Thanksgiving Shooting. 

     “The turkey shooting of the 29th continued over Thanksgiving Day and if anything a larger number of 
crack gunners were on hand than at the previous day.  The shooting began with Perl Petermen and Chas. 
Mann, each winning a ‘bird,’ but before the day was out Frank White proved to be the only thoroughbred ‘in 
the race,’ and won eight turkeys. 

     “Others to win turkeys, shooting were Pleasant Johns, Ed Flanders and Rufus Elliott, while a number were 
also raffle off by shaking dice.” 

---------- 

 “Benson Will Build. 
“Means to Extend Railroad Line to the Newhalem.” 

     “S. Benson, the logger, formerly of this place, will have a railroad in operation for 12 miles toward the heart 
of the Newhalem country within a year....Mr. Benson operates under the style of the Benson Logging & 
Milling Company, but he owns every share, except one, and has built his six mile road with funds from his 
logging business.  He has issued no bond, and does not own a dollar.” 

---------- 

 “Gray’s River 

     “Mr., and Mrs. H. A. Walker departed Tuesday, the 28th for their future home in Portland stopping off at 
Cathlamet to spend their Thanksgiving with Mrs. Walker’s mother, Mrs. Jesse Baker....Mr. and Mrs. Walker  
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were among the most popular and prominent young people on Gray’s River, and their many friends will miss 
them very much,” 

     “A large shooting match took place at F. A. Durrah’s store on Nov. 28th.  Many ducks, geese and chicken 
were raffled off.” 

     “John Hull is back again from Southern California, shaking hands with his old Gray’s River friends.” 

     “Dr. Barr of Astoria spent Thanksgiving on the river.” 
---------- 

 “Thanksgiving Program. 

      “The following is the Program which was rendered in Miss McDougall’s room on Wednesday, Nov. 29.” 

     [The article lists and number of songs sung by the students, and the teacher read the President’s 
Proclamation and the story of the Pilgrims.  The following persons performed recitations:] 

Mermiss Amelia 
Alice Birnie 
Katie Cawker 
Mary Congden 
Joseph Doyle 
Kathleen Doyle 
Evelyn Emerson  

Frances Haslam 
Walter Haslam 
Weldon Haslam 
Clell Johns 
Cleo Johns 
Selma Johnson 
Einar Larson 

Lillie Larson 
Herman Lindquist 
Ray McGill 
Lovern Miner 
Eddie Olsen 
Alfred Orcutt 
Myrtle Orcutt 

Edna Overn 
Nellie Redmond 
Odell Wise 
Odessa Wise 

---------- 

“AT ROCK CREEK SCHOOL. 
          “Thanksgiving exercises were held in Rock Creek Schoolhouse, District No, 29. 

     “The program consisted of recitations and songs.  After the program refreshments were served. 

     “Those present were:  Mr. and Mrs. Olmstead, Mr. Wm. Douglas, Mrs. Julius Hansen and children, Mrs. 
Lottie Taylor, Miss Ella Hansen and Mr. Richard Olmstead. 

---------- 

 “School Entertainment. 

     “School District No. 2, near Altoona, gave a Thanksgiving entertainment at the schoolhouse, which was 
attended by the following persons:  Mr. and Mrs. Henry, Mrs. Sounlek, Mr. Mesch, Mr. Chas. Elliott, Mr. 
Driscoll, Mr. Anderson, Mr. Jack, Mr. Brodson, Mr. Meehan, Misses Rose and Sarah McDonough, Mr. and 
Mrs. Geo. Elliott, Mrs. Miles, Mr. Grant Elliott, Mr. Joe Elliott, Mrs. Wm. Elliott, Mr. Heiner, Mr. and Mrs. 
Alden, Mrs. Peers, Mr. Peers, Mrs. Fitzpatric, Miss Johnson, Mr. Geo. and James Jones, Ruth Elliott, Lea 
Alden, Rosco Miles, Christian Henry. 

     “PROGRAM”  [The program of songs and recitations were performed by the following:] 
Inez Alden 
Lea Alden 
Edna Elliott 

Lydia Ero 
Willard Ero 
Agnes Henry 

Louise Henry 
Mary Henry 
Agnes Jones 

Ethel Jones 
Henry Jones 

      “MISS MARION MORRILL, Teacher.” 
---------- 

December 7, 1905, page 4:   News items on page 4 primarily covered state-wide news. 

“BREWSTER COMPANY SELLS OUT 
“Okanogan Power & Irrigation Company Files Articles. 

     “Brewster -- A deal was closed last week whereby the Brewster Improvement & Investment company 
disposed of its entire holdings to the Okanogan Power & Irrigation company.  The latter company has filed its 
articles of incorporation.  The officers of the new organization are: R. D. Herid, president; Charles Hatch, vice  
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president; L. P. Horton, secretary and treasurer; Edward E. Hall, general manager.  The above named 
gentlemen and D. S. Gamble constitute the board of directors.....” 

---------- 

 “STATE TREASURY IS EMPTY. 
“Washington Warrants Will Draw Interest for a Time. 

     “Olympia -- Beginning December 1, the state treasurer, for the first time in over four years, will be 
compelled to stamp general fund warrants ‘not paid for want of funds.’....Treasurer Mills estimates that by 
April 1, about two months warrants will be outstanding....” 

---------- 

 “New Industry for Chehalis. 

     “Chehalis -- The Sound Iron Works, of Everett, will move its business to Chehahis at an early date. 
Negotiations have been pending for several weeks between citizens of Chehalis and C. F. Groenke, head of the 
concern,....The business at Chehalis will be conducted under the name of C. F. Groenke & Son.....” 

---------- 

 “Advocates Raising of Beets 

     “Ellensburg -- Mitchell Stevens, who was sent to the beet raising sections by the commercial club, has 
returned well satisfied....” 

---------- 

 “Pomeroy Creamery is ‘Off.’ 

     “Pomeroy -- The new creamery which was to have been commenced this fall has been hung up, probably 
for ever [sic]....The stockholders claim that their signatures were obtained by misrepresentation, and a 
committee of three, viz:  Messre. Krouse, Sanford and Knettle, were appointed to investigate matters.” 

---------- 

 “O. O. Calderhead Gets Job. 

     “Olympia -- Under the provisions of the railway commission law providing for the employment of expert 
assistance, the commission has appointed O. O. Calderhead rate expert.  Mr. Calderhead was formerly cashier 
for the Northern Pacific in Seattle and is a brother of S. B. Calderhead, general freight and passenger agent of 
the Washington & Coumbia river railway company.” 

---------- 

 “President Bryan Returns. 

     “Pullman -- President Bryan has arrived home from Washington, D. C, where he was a delegate to the 
National Association of Land Grant colleges.  While in the East he secured Dr. James A. Woodward as 
commencement day orator and lecturer for the summer science school for teachers.” 

---------- 
ADVERTISEMENTS 

The following extracts are from those advertisements in the December 7, 1905, issue of Columbia River Sun 
which identified individuals. 

December 7, 1905, page 1 advertisements: 
     “Reliance Electrical Works – H. W. Cyrus, Manager….Astoria, Ore.” 
     “Shaver Transportation Co.   Steamer Geo. W. Shaver,...Will leave Portland, foot of Washington St.,...” 
     “Dr. F. J. Friedrich    Dentist....Astoria” 
     “Dr. O. B. Estes    Physician and Surgeon    Astoria - Oregon” 
     “….Oregon Short Line and Union Pacific....Three Trains East Daily....Lower Columbia River    Steamer 
Hassalo leaves Portland daily.... A. L. Craig, G. P. A. Portland, Oregon.” 
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     “Seaside Bakery    Herman & Alopaeus    Proprietors....Astoria - Oregon” 
     “The Steamer Sarah Dixon....Portland landing at Oak street wharf.” 
     “The Esmond Hotel    Oscar Anderson, Manager....Portland, Or.” 
     “Regulator Line....Steamers Bailey Gatzert   Dalles City   Regulator   Metlako....Columbia River & 
Northern Railway Co....M. Talbot, V.P. & G.M.  Gen. Office, Portland, Ore.” 
     “A. V. Allen, Jr., The Artistic Taylor....Astoria, Oregon” 
     “Morton’s New Butcher Shop    Cathlamet, Wash.....Ray Morton, Proprietor” 
     “David Ingram    The Largest General Merchandise Store in Cathlamet - Wash....” 
     “Columbia Hotel     A. N. Friedrichsen, Proprietor....” 
     “The Fine and Commodious Little Steamer  ‘JORDAN,’ Charles Jordan, Master....” 
     “J. L. Carlson.   O. E. Carlson.   Carlson Brothers....Liquor Dealers....John L. Carlson, Sole 
Agent....Astoria, Oregon” 
     “...Steamer Iralda   C. I. Hoaghkirk, Master....Leaves Rainier daily....” 
     “J. H. Seymour   Watchmaker and Jeweler....Astora [sic]” 

December 7, 1905, page 2 advertisements: 
     “….Foley’s Honey and Tar.....Foley’s Kidney Cure.... Orino Laxative Fruit Syrup....For sale by A. F. 
Cooper.” 
     “Furious Fighting....’For seven years,’ writes Geo. W. Hoffman, of Harper, Wash., ‘I had a bitter battle, 
with chronic stomach....Electric Bitters....Sold,....by Doumit Bros....” 
     “Deep River Route    Str. Shamrock -  Leaves Astoria for Deep River....John Pickernell, Master.” 
     “King of All Cough Medicines....Chamberlain’s Cough Remedy....For sale by David Ingram.” 
     “Kodak Supplies.---All the latest notions in Kodak and Photographic supplies to be had at the store of Dr. 
Hart,....Astoria....Hart’s Drug Store.” 
     “Dr. W. C. Logan, Dentist, 578 Commercial Street, Over Shanahan’s Store, Astoria, Oregon.” 
     “....Dr. King’s New Discovery for Consumption....Bueklen’s Arnica Salve,....Dr. King’s New Life 
Pills....25c at Doumit Bros.” 
     “The Oregon Bakery    Mrs. S. I. Cleveland, Prop.....Astoria - Oregon.” 
     “Jens H. Hansen....Astoria, Oregon....Plumbing and Tinning....” 
     “....W. R. Doyle or the Cathlamet Drug & Jewelry Co….across the street from the old printing office....” 
     “Dr. C. W. Barr    Dentist    Mansell Building, 573 Commercial St.    Astoria, Ore.” 
     “Patronize White Labor -- The Troy Laundry in Astoria does the finest and best work....” 
     “Johnson Bros. Meat Market   West Dock   Cathlamet, Wash....” 
     “Choice Quality of Goods....General Merchandise Store    A. F. Cooper, Cathlamet, Wn.” 
     “Astoria Iron Works....John Fox, President and Manager.    F. L. Fox, Vice-Pres. and Supt.    F. L. Bishop, 
Secretary....Astoria, Oregon.” 
     “L. H. Henningsen & Co., Furniture, Ranges and Stoves,....Astoria, Ore.” 
    “Our Fall and Winter Goods....Walker Shoes....Logger’s Supplies....Doumit Bros., Cathlamet, Washington.” 
     “....Northern Pacific Yellowstone Park Line,...Ticket office at Portland....A. D. Charlton, Assistant General 
Passenger Agent, Portland, Ore.” 
     “W. C. Laws & Company, Plumbers and Steamfitters....Astoria, Oregon.” 

December 7, 1905, page 3 advertisements: 
      “....Choice Tailored Suits and Coats....Foard & Stokes Company    Astoria, Ore.” 
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     “C. M. Cutbirth    Latest Designs in Wall Paper, Mouldings,...” 
     “For excellent work in photography call on A. A. Saari, Astoria,...” 
     “Clothing that always looks well on you....Call on P. A. Stokes,...Astoria, Ore.” 
     “You need a shoe....calling at Peterson & Brown’s, Astoria....” 
     “....Chamberlain’s Salve. ....Chamberlain’s Stomach and Liver Pills....For sale by David Ingram.” 
     “Cornelius & Watts, Physicians and Surgeons    Portland, Ore.” 
     “I have a swell lot of handbags for ladies,...Chas. Rogers    Astoria Odd Fellows Bld’g.” 
     “....Orino Laxative Fruit Syrup....Foley’s Honey & Tar....For sale by A. F. Cooper.” 
     “...Holiday Books, Stationary and Toys....Svensen’s Book Store    Astoria, Ore.” 
     “Shoes! Shoes! Shoes!...are for sale at Wherity, Ralston Co., Astoria, Ore., old stand of John Hahn....” 
     “Fred Brown’s Tonsorial Parlor and Bath House...Birnie Dock, Cathlamet, Wash.” 
    “Bishop Hicks of Park City, Utah, Alias Lee Herring, Skipper and Gen, Manager    Bill Munford, Night 
Clerk    National Saloon and Cafe    652 Commercial St.    Astoria” 
     “A. Kiljunen...The Leading Tailor....Astoria, Ore.” 
     “Astoria Soda Works, J. H. Duncan, Proprietor....Astoria, Ore.” 
     “Great Removal Sale of Wall Paper....B. F. Allen & Son, Astoria, Oregon.” 
     “...Sporting Goods   All line can be found at A. G. Spexarth’s    Astoria, Oregon....” 
     “Union Engine Company’s Marine Engines....J. M. Arthur & Co., Portland, Oregon, Sales Agents, Glen 
Dippel,....Astoria, Ore.” 
     “Excellence In All Things....Groceries....Ross, Higgins & Co.    Astoria’s Leading Grocers.” 
     “....The G. Heitkemper Co.    Jewelers and Silversmiths,...Portland, Ore.” 

December 7, 1905, page 4 advertisements: 
      “A Letter from the Ex-Governor of Oregon....[to] The Peruna Medicine Co., Columbus, O.:  Dear Sirs--I 
have had occasion to use your Peruna medicine....Yours very truly, W. M. Lord.” 
     “Malleable Iron Stump Pullers.....Reierson Machinery Co,...Portland, Oregon” 
     “Portland Business College,....Portland, Oregon....A. P. Armstrong, LL. B., Principal....” 
     “...Dr. W. A. Wise....Dr. T. P. Wise....Wise Bros. Dentists….Third and Washington Sts. [Portland] ...” 

 

 
WAHKIAKUM MARRIAGES ANNOUNCED - DECEMBER 21, 1905 

The following marriage announcements were made on page 2 of  the Columbia River Sun, Cathlamet, 
Wahkiakum County, Washington, December 21, 1905. 
     Mrs. Maudy Magney, age 34, was married to Mr. Everett Mason, age 36; and Miss Elsie Magney, age 18, 
was married to Mr. Wm. Raymond Pellant, age 22, in a double wedding by Rev. C. W. Wells on Tuesday, 
December 19, at the parsonage in Cathlamet. 
     On Tuesday, December 19, Joseph Wade Smith, age 27, and Miss Mabel Crippen, age 17, both of 
Skamokawa, were issued a license to wed. 
     Miss Sara Girard, formerly of Cathlamet, eldest sister of county auditor Joseph Girard, was married to 
Andrew Kees on Wednesday, December 20, at the home of the groom in Cape Horn, Washington, where they 
will make their future home. 
     “On Christmas Eve William Painter of Astoria, …will be united in marriage to Miss Minnie Cathleen 
Hutchins of McMinnville in that city at the residence of the bride’s parents.” 


