
 

 

Researching old 
names often begins 

with the                            

family bible  

by Jesse Stewart (with help from her friends) 

What’s in a name? Everything for genealogists, at least at the present time. (Will 
the use of DNA in the future enable us to find links without knowing any names?  A 
question to ponder and ask about at our July meeting.)  Obviously, we search for 
our past by following people through their surnames.  We seek womens’ maiden 
names in addition to their first names.  Names are the fundamentals of our re-

search. 

 

But, relying on the names we know can also cause problems.  What about names 
that were changed when emigrants arrived in America?  What about people who 
use nicknames instead of their given first names?  Were there really two children 
of the same first name in a family (excepting George Forman’s family)?  And, what 
about all the different spellings of a name.  These and other conundrums cause 

problems for genealogists! 

 

Naming patterns can sometimes help us go back another generation.  Did our  an-
cestor possibly name his child after his father (or grandfather?).  At our June mem-
bership meeting, Ginny Majewski is going to tell us about different naming patterns 
used in different cultures and give us some techniques to explore our ancestry us-

ing these patterns.  

 

If you think you’re the only one who has had difficulty tracing an ancestor using his 

or her name, we thought you might like to know you’re not alone! 

    

Name ChangesName ChangesName ChangesName Changes    

Sometimes our ancestors purposefully changed their names.  This certainly was 
the case with many emigrants to America.  Sometimes the name change was 
made to escape from trouble or run away from debts!  But other times, it’s a puzzle 
why a name was altered. For example, one of my ancestors, Robert Spencer, went 
to court in Accomack County, Virginia on 19 January 1679 and recorded the follow-

ing affidavit: 

“These are to Certifie that whom those present may concerns that 
Whereas I the subscriber has formerly gon under the name of Robt 
Spencer from my Infancy and now being better Informed out of 
England by Letters from my relations my true and right name is 

Robt Burton and So to whom [illegible} forward till death” 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Remember that you can partner with the Society to put new reference material in our library that will help your research.  Suggest a title 

and if the Book Committee agrees it is one we can use, we split the cost.  You get to use it for the first 6 weeks. 

 

The following titles have come to the attention of the Book Committee as valuable additions to the library. They are listed as suggestions, 

pick one or put your thinking cap on! 

 

 

Illinois Illinois Civil War Veterans: Transcription 
of the Death Rolls of the Department of Illinois, 

Grand Army of the Republic, 1879-1947 

Dennis 

Northcott 

Contains personal informa-

tion on the veterans 
$34 

Indiana Indiana Civil War Veterans: Transcription of the 
Death Rolls of the Department of Indiana, Grand 

Army of the Republic, 1882-1948 . 

Dennis 

Northcott 

Contains personal informa-

tion on the veterans 
$34 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Nebraska 

Iowa, Kansas, and Nebraska Civil War Veterans: 
Compilation of Death Rolls of the Departments of 
Iowa, Kansas, and Nebraska Grand Army of the 

Republic 1883-1948 

Dennis 

Northcott 

Hard to find anything on 

Nebraska 
$34 

Social History The Uncertainty of Everyday Life 1915-1945 Harvey 

Green 

We have the other books in 

this series 
$16 

Wisconsin History of Wisconsin Volume I:  From Exploration 

to Statehood 
Alice E Smith Completes the set $40 

Wisconsin History of Wisconsin Volume IV:  Progressive Era 

1893-1914 

John          

Buenker 
Completes the set $40 

Page 2  

50/50 Book Purchase Program 

Volume 25,  Issue 2  

By Beverly (that’s Beaver’s Meadow in the original Anglo Saxon!) Brice 

 

Turns out there is a lot of potential information to be found in a name.  Finding the ethnic origin of your family is a basic 
issue, and a name may help.  In the Library we have Surname Dictionary which can suggest the origin of the name.  
Take my Turner family for instance.  They married into a German family with a long heritage of German and Swiss fami-
lies behind it.  I assumed they were German at first.  Turner can be German, but can also be English or Scots-Irish.  From 

the location of the Turners in Pennsylvania I am presently voting for the Scots-Irish, but the proof of it still eludes me.  

 

Speaking of Swiss families, names are very important here.  Turns out records are kept in the Canton where the family 
originally located.  When family members move, their records continue in the first location.  You can now appreciate the 
importance of Swiss Surnames Prior to 1862.  It helps direct you to the right location for the records.  German-American 
Names helps to identify the changes to names that happened when the Germans settled in an English speaking country.  
Who was a “Zimmerman” in German and what might he now be called?  Naming patterns were common in many Euro-
pean countries, and understanding them can help you identify parents and grandparents.  An example is the Dutch 
where the eldest son was named after the husband’s father, the next son after the wife’s father, etc.  The trick is decid-
ing when your family stopped using this pattern.  Names, Names, and More Names:  Locating Your Dutch Ancestors in 

Colonial America.   

 

Other helpful books might be What’s in A Name : Scottish Names, helps you understand what you can learn about your 
Scottish ancestors. Finally the following will be interesting and informative:  Nicknames Past & Present, Family Names: 

How Your Surname Came to America and Your Uncommon Surname. 

What’s in a name—In Our Library 



 

 

What could this have been all about?  Was he adopted?  Did the family change its name, and, if so, why?  I haven’t 

solved that problem yet—should be interesting though! 

 

Al Standish’s experience points to the many variations into which a surname can evolve.  Hughie Viou was chris-
tened Charles Noe Viau in Ontario.  The surname spelling of Viou became accepted after the family emigrated to 
Michigan in 1881, and sometime in the early 1900s he adopted the name Hughie (he also answered to Hugh).  In 
1942, Hughie legally changed his name when reapplying for citizenship papers to support a wartime security clear-

ance.  Hughie’s brother Moses Donald Viau eventually changed his name to Mack View! 

 

The census takers had a field day with this surname as you might expect—including “Vion” and “Viow”.  A Yahoo 
chat called the “V-Group” which Al visits contains over 150 members researching over 25 variant spellings of the 
Viau name including View, Veo, Vieau, and Vieaux.  An even earlier spelling of the surname was Viaud from for-

bearers who lived in Ozillac, Charente Maritime, France. 

 

It’s not only last names that were changed, however.  I’ve run across the Anglicization of German names. Such as 

Benjamin for Johann Bernardt, Lewis for Ludwig and Charles for Carl/Karl. 

 

Surname Variations & ChangesSurname Variations & ChangesSurname Variations & ChangesSurname Variations & Changes    

Sometimes we get hung up because the spelling of the name if “wrong”.  In early days, this problem might have 
been due to the lack of conventions in spelling;  people often spelled phonetically.  There are plenty of examples of 
a name being spelled several ways within the same document!  And, certainly, when the “writer” spoke one lan-
guage and the “teller” spoke another, a lot could be lost in translation—think about how a foreign name would 

sound to the listener. 

 

Bev Brice has had many experiences with those “pesky” Germans.  One of her problems surfaced for Henry     
Henestofiel as it was spelled in a Chancery Court case following his death.  Henry is the English version for 
Heinrich, OK that is fair says Bev, but the rest of the variations she’s come across?  For example, the land grants in 

Maryland list the following: 

    Henry Hennes Stophal 

    Henry Heninn Stofle/Henry Hennin Stoffle 

    Heinrich Hinterstophel 

    Henry Hennestophel 

 

Part of the problem here is that the name was alphabetized under the “S” for the Stophal part and “H” for the   

Hennestophel.  What was the real last name? 

 

Another one involved Peter Circle.  Knowing he was German, Bev was pretty sure that “Circle” was the English ver-
sion.  Sure enough, the original name was spelled with “Z”.  Another researcher listed 42 ways he found the name 

spelled in records including names beginning with “C”, “S”,“TS” or “TZ”, and “Z”.   

 

Again a real complication when it comes to using indexes.  I even ran across the transformation of the German sur-

(Continued from page 1) 
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New Members   

Marilyn Snapp 

Camie Wereley 

Len Friedel 

Esko & Megan 

Cate 

Elizabeth Sepesy 

Mary Fourmont 

William R. Croft 

Ruth Spraque 

Israel Davis 

Ronnie Graeme 

Timothy Kimball 

Betsy L. Howell 

Rachel Lee 

Canavor  &                    

Allison Arthur 

WELCOME! 

 

     

JCGS has a full schedule of events for the coming quarter.  You can refer to the cal-
endar in this issue for dates and times (don't forget to mark your calendars), but 
some of the special things coming up include our monthly meetings, discussion 

groups and resource corners: 

 

June MeetingJune MeetingJune MeetingJune Meeting:  Naming Patterns—Virginia Majewski from Clallam County Genealogi-
cal Society will explain how religion, culture, history, language and nationality 
have affected names and naming patterns.  She’ll teach us how to use this infor-

mation to improve our research methodology to find ancestors. 

July MeetingJuly MeetingJuly MeetingJuly Meeting:  DNA—Aaron Hill from Salem, Oregon will give an overview of what DNA 
is and the particular types used in genealogy.  Members who have been tested 

are encouraged to bring their results. 

August MeetingAugust MeetingAugust MeetingAugust Meeting:  There is no meeting in August—happy summer! 

Writing Your Family History Discussion  GroupWriting Your Family History Discussion  GroupWriting Your Family History Discussion  GroupWriting Your Family History Discussion  Group:  Even if you haven’t started writing 
your family stories, coming to this discussion group will get you started.  Writing 
summaries as you work on your research can be very helpful in directing your 

efforts.  Besides, we have a good time!! 

Regional Research Discussion GroupRegional Research Discussion GroupRegional Research Discussion GroupRegional Research Discussion Group:  The New Immigrant.  Following up on the talk 
by Gary Zimmerman, we will consider our immigrant ancestors with an emphasis 
on their first experiences in America.  How did they travel from the entry port to 
their final destination?  How did they decide where to go?  We will be looking for 
social history references as well as the usual genealogical sources.  Come with 

your family experiences and your questions. 

July Resource Corner: July Resource Corner: July Resource Corner: July Resource Corner: Breezy Blankenship started using the Ancestry on-line family 
tree as her genealogy program.  She has now switched to Family Tree Maker.  
She will be discussing how the on-line versions compare, how she has found FTM 

to be helpful and demonstrate the new FTM. 

August Resource CornerAugust Resource CornerAugust Resource CornerAugust Resource Corner:  Virginia Majewski has done extensive research on her Ana-
baptist families and she will share her tips with us.  The Anabaptists are those 
who believe in adult baptism, and most commonly include the Mennonite, Amish, 
German Baptist, Hutterites and related groups.  The talk will be of interest to any-

one with families in religious groups with early German or Swiss origins.  
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Comments from the Librarian 
by Bev Brice 

 

When using our online databases, a good way to capture the information you find 
is to use a thumb drive.  If you download the file to your thumb, you can take it 
home and print if you wish, save the image on your computer, or enlarge it for 
analyzing.  There are many more options than just printing at the Research Cen-

ter.  

We have now filed the CDs in our collection on the shelves with the books.  It 
makes them easier to find as you browse the shelves.  Many of the CDs have 
multiple books on them, so take the time to look at the description on the back 

or list of books inside the cover. 



 

 

 
CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS  
JUNE  *  JULY  *  AUGUST  

Genealogical  Society  Newsletter  
Page 5  

DATE ALL MEETINGS START AT 9:30 AM  AND ARE HELD AT THE  

RESEARCH CENTER UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED 

5 June5 June5 June5 June    Executive Committee Meeting 

12 June12 June12 June12 June    Program Committee Meeting 

13 June13 June13 June13 June    Writing Your Family History Discussion Group 

19 June19 June19 June19 June    Regional Research Discussion Group:  The New Immigrant 

20 June20 June20 June20 June    Monthly Meeting:  Naming Patterns (Tri-Area Community Center) 

25 June25 June25 June25 June    Volunteer Meeting 

27 June27 June27 June27 June    Resource Corner:  Dating Photos 

     

3 July3 July3 July3 July    Executive Committee Meeting 

10 July10 July10 July10 July    Program Committee Meeting 

11 July11 July11 July11 July    Writing Your Family History Discussion Group 

18 July18 July18 July18 July    Monthly Meeting:  DNA (Tri-Area Community Center) 

25 July25 July25 July25 July    Resource Corner:  Genealogy Programs: On-line and the new Family Tree Maker 

30 July30 July30 July30 July    Volunteer Meeting 

     

6 August6 August6 August6 August    Library Committee Meeting 

7 August7 August7 August7 August    Executive Committee Meeting 

8 August8 August8 August8 August    Writing Your Family History Discussion Group 

14 August14 August14 August14 August    Program Committee Meeting 

21 August21 August21 August21 August    Regional Research Discussion Group:  The New Immigrant 

29 August29 August29 August29 August    Resource Corner:  Anabaptist Research 

    NOTE:  No Monthly Meeting or Volunteer Meeting in AugustNOTE:  No Monthly Meeting or Volunteer Meeting in AugustNOTE:  No Monthly Meeting or Volunteer Meeting in AugustNOTE:  No Monthly Meeting or Volunteer Meeting in August    

17 July17 July17 July17 July    Regional Research Discussion Group:  The New Immigrant 
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name Henich to Heany identified in a book on understanding German records.  While researching my Henichs, 

sure enough, sometimes they were Henigs and other times Heanys! 

 

NicknamesNicknamesNicknamesNicknames    

Many of us have run across the common use of Polly as a nickname for Mary, right?  It doesn’t make sense to 
me—wonder where the nickname came from?  How about Daisy as a nickname for Margaret; Ella, Lenny of Nell for 

Helen; Fifi for Josephine; Hetty for Esther; Nollie for Oliver; Sadie for Sarah; or Theiss for Matthias?   

 

Barb Way relates this story of how her Uncle and Aunt were named.  Her grandfather’s name was John Alexander 
Webb—as his father was also John, her Grandpa went by “Alex”.  Her grandmother’s name was Ester Webb.  In 
Canada during the early 1900s, the practice was for the father to register the baby with the civil authorities.  Alex 
was a little devious, however.  Barb’s Uncle Jack was supposed to be named Jack Masterman Webb, but since his 
father’s (Alex’s) real first name was John, Alex proceeded to register the baby’s name as John (instead of Jack) 
Masterman Webb without even telling his wife.  When daughter Jane was born she was to be named Jane Marga-
ret Webb after both grandmothers, but since Alex’s mother was Margaret, again, without telling anyone, he 
switched the names and listed her as Margaret Jane.   When Jack and Jane immigrated to the US, they needed to 
get their birth certificates and the cat was out of the bag!  Esther, their mother, was to say the least, upset.  All of 
their school records, church records, and health records were all under the incorrect names!  Neither one ever 

changed their names but continued to be called Jack and Jane. 

 

AbbreviationsAbbreviationsAbbreviationsAbbreviations    

In written documents, given (first) names were often abbreviated.  A few of the more interesting common abbre-

viations were: 

 

   Hy  for Henry 

   Benja or Benjn for Benjamin 

   Xpher for Christopher 

   Ja: for James 

   Jno for John [why bother to abbreviate this one?] 

   Tho: for Thomas 

 

Unusual namesUnusual namesUnusual namesUnusual names    

And just for fun, some of the most unusual names we’ve run across: 

 

• Al Standish’s maternal great great grandmother was born China Case 

• The Lippincott family was persecuted as Quakers in New England in the 1600s so returned to England.  
Their first son born after their return was names “Restore” in honor of their homecoming.  Other inter-

esting names in the family are Remembrance, Freedom and even Exercise! 

• Say the following quickly to get the joke;  Fanny May Sweatt; Icie Legg; Chillie Foote; Orange Grove. 

• How about the billboard that advertised “Mr.  Stiff, the Undertaken” 

• Finally, a family named Wright had a child listed in the census as “Just N.” Wright.  The cemetery re-

cord states the child’s name was “Just And” Wright while the tombstone reads “Just & Wright” 

 

(Continued from page 3) 



 

 

By Jesse Stewart 
 

Names can certainly define us.  Some of you may have wondered about my name—even though I’m a girl, it’s 
spelled the boy’s way.  As my Mother told the story, while she was trying to decide on a girl’s name every one she 
came up with had been the bad-doer in one of the murder mysteries she had read so she didn’t want to use it.  
Somehow she decided to name me after her grandfather, Jesse Leazure Garard (thankfully my father’s favorite—
Zuliema Elvira was overridden!)  Why Mom didn't feminize the spelling, I don’t know, but it caused me grief as my 
teachers would send notes home that I didn’t know how to spell my name.  Mom would have to politely tell them 
that they were the ones who were wrong! 
 
I didn’t particularly like my name since it was so different—I didn’t meet another Jesse/Jessie until I was 21!  I 
took my middle name (Anne) for a short while as Mom had given that to me should I not like Jesse.  But, since I 
couldn’t remember to respond to “Anne Stewart” when the teacher called, I gave up and went back to Jesse.  
Now, I’m glad to have a less common name even if people expect me to be a man or misspell it!  Has your name 
influenced your life too? 
 
This page should be about our Society—so enough about me.  Bev Brice, with the help of Pam Wilson, Joan 
Buhler, Eileen Martin, Harlean Hamilton and many others who participated in cemetery walks, is in the final 
throes of compiling our updated cemetery listings so we can publish them for sale.  A few orders have been pend-
ing as Eileen and her crews re-walked most of the cemeteries and updated the burials (the last walk had been 
made in 1985).  This will be a major accomplishment for the Society.  Thanks to all! 
 
Al Standish, Treasurer, reports on the financial condition of our society:  As we move further into 2009, we have 
adjusted our CDs to permit timely payment of current obligations.  The society has continued to invest monies not 
required for immediate use in short to mid term Certificates of Deposit which can be liquidated to pay bills at a 
future time, typically at maturity.  These fixed interest investments are with American Marine Bank, a stable local 
institution.  The end of March statement from the Seattle Foundation is pending, so holdings are still showing at 
$86,691.77 and are expected to be reduced a bit further following the general market trend for the entire first 
quarter. 
 
We hold $2427.88 in savings and checking accounts and $20,137.57 in CDs.  The longer term CDs will be used 
to purchase additional equipment to outfit our portion of the expanded Research Center upon completion of this 
project by the Historical Society. 
 
To reflect our appraisal of over 2,000 books in our library as well as furniture and computer equipment, we have 
completed an inventory which shows our fixed assets capitalized at $32,711.59 in book value. 
 
We have plenty of interesting meetings and discussion groups coming up even though summer is here (or should 
be).  I hope you all can join us sometime.  A small request—when meeting in an enclosed space (such as the 
kitchen at the RC), it is preferred that perfume and other strong–smelling things be minimized.  Some of our 
members have a sensitivity.  Thanks. 

 
HAPPY ANCESTOR HUNTING THIS SUMMER! 
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TitleTitleTitleTitle    AuthorAuthorAuthorAuthor    CommentsCommentsCommentsComments    

Boundaries of the German Empire 

1871 & Post WWII Changes 
  Useful map of boundary 

changes 

The Atlantic Bridge to Germany 
Schleswig-Holstein Hamburg, Bre-

men Volume V 

Charles Hall Maps 

The Mecklenburg Genealogical 

Handbook 
Charles Hall Maps 

German Family Research Made 

Simple 
J. Konrad Resources in Germany 

The Atlantic Bridge to Germany 

Saxony/ Sachsen Volume IX 
  Maps 

The Deep South Genealogical Re-
cords of Alabama, Arkansas, & Mis-

sissippi 

Genealogical Publishing Co Inc 12 books on this CD 

Southern Genealogies 1600's-

1800's 
Genealogical Publishing Co Inc 23 volumes of Historical 

Southern Families and 6 
volumes of Notable South-

ern Families 

Research in the District of Columbia Erma M. Angevine From 1992 but helpful 

Kosciusko County History Volume I-
3: The beginning to 1837; The for-
mative years 1837-1841; The 

constructive years 1842-1866 

Kosciusko Indiana Historical Soc History of the county 

Kosciusko County Men in the Civil 

War Bio 1861-193? 
Ronald & Joan Shar List of names 

Cemetery Inscriptions of the Town 
of Barnstable Massachusetts and 

Its Villages, 1600-1900 

Paul J. Bunnell Addition to listings 

Touring the Forefathers Burying 

Ground Chelmsford, MA 
Marte Spalding Includes photos 

Baltimore City Birth Records 1865-

1894 
Mary Meyer Extractions 

Every Name & Summary Indexes for 
Maine Families in 1790 Volumes 1-

10 

Picton Press Invaluable for the Maine 

family books we have 

Minnesota Genealogist 2003, 

2005-2008 
Minnesota Genealogical Society Includes extracted records 

Researching Minnesota Paula Warren From 1992 but helpful 

Guide to Genealogical Sources at 

Pennsylvania State Archives 
Robert Dructor Specific to our interests and 

useful for visiting 

New BooksNew BooksNew BooksNew Books    



 

 

Genealogical  Society  Newsletter  
Page 9  

NEW  BOOKS  IN  THE  L IBRARY  (CONT . )  

Scotch Irish Migration to South Carolina 1772 Jean Stephenson Good background 

Gardiner Cemetery Headstone Markers Dick Bennett Thanks Dick for the photos 

Register of Deaths in Jefferson Co. WA 1891-

1907 
Copies of original records Copies of the certificates 

The Researcher 2005-2007 Tacoma-Pierce County Gen Society Includes extracted records 

Adventures of the Woman Homesteader Susanne K. George Good exposure to pioneer life 

Mini Dictionary for Research in Foreign Genea-

logical Records 
Everton Publishing Quick reference of common terms 

Genealogy Research Directory 1994, 1995, 

1996 
Keith Johnson & Malcolm Sainty Lists locations for surnames interna-

tionally, references records 

A Bibliography of Ship Passengers Lists 1538-

1825 
Harold Lancour Lets you know what has been pub-

lished 

From the Fresh Water Navy 1861-1864 Edited by John D. Milligan History from letters 

TitleTitleTitleTitle    AuthorAuthorAuthorAuthor    CommentsCommentsCommentsComments    

By Marge Samuelson 

 

There is a process for naming a country road.  The Jefferson County Department of Public Works has a form you 
can fill out to either name or change the name  of a road.  A road that recently went through this process is off 
West Valley Road in Chimacum.  Van Trojen Road was named for John Van Trojen, a native to the Netherlands, 
who arrived in Port Ludlow in 1869 at the age of 20.  He homesteaded above Chimacum Valley and later mar-
ried Elizabeth Bishop daughter of early pioneer William Bishop Sr. and his first wife Sally, a Snohomish Indian.  
They had fourteen children.  Originally the road sign was spelled correctly but when it was replaced the spelling 
was Van Trojan.  Local citizens took their case to Public Works and the original spelling is on the new sign 
thanks to some genealogical research.  The main highway coming into Port Townsend is named Sims Way for 
Ed Sims a colorful character who was involved in canneries and was a sawyer, fisherman and seal hunter.  
Early on he was convicted of smuggling and married his partner’s wife.  He was also a Washington State Sena-
tor who promoted the Peninsula’s Olympic Highway and so he received the honor of having a road named for 
him.  Robinson Road in Brinnon was named to honor the Robinson family.  Ephraim and Sally Robinson came 
to the area in 1912 and eventually moved to what was called Robinson’s Camp at the mouth of the Duckabush 
River.  Although Ephraim and Sally never owned the land, their son, Charles, bought it in 1940.  After his death 
his wife Elinor and their five children moved back on the property.  Elinor died in 1989 but some of their chil-
dren still live there.  In the United States most streets are named after numbers, landscapes, trees or the sur-
name of an important individual or a person living on an unnamed road.  Most of the streets in Port Townsend 
were named for either U.S. Presidents or Civil War generals.  While doing research on you ancestors you might 

want to look at a local map.  Maybe they had a street named in their honor !! 

How Some Of Our Local Roads Got Their Name 
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Every issue we’ll try to update you on new databases that have been added to our subscription web-

sites. 

 

Ancestry.comAncestry.comAncestry.comAncestry.com has been busy adding databases for Canada and Europe.  Many of these records are in 
the native language – a good chance to practice your language skills!  Did you know there were obitu-
aries from the United Kingdom, Ireland, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and the Caribbean?  UK City 
and County Directories between the 1600s & 1900s are available as well as directories for Sydney and 

New South Wales, Australia 1858-1933. 

 

For research in the US, they updated the Iowa and Kansas state census records, the United States 
Obituary Collection and the World War I Draft Registration Cards databases.  New is the Montana 
Death Index 1907-2002.  On the immigration front, the California Passenger and Crew Lists for 1893-
1957 has been updated and new databases added for Vancouver, BC Passenger Lists (Chinese arri-
vals 1906-1912), New York State Passenger & Crew Lists (1917-1972) and Hamburg Passenger Lists 
1850-1934 (only 1885-1914 indexed to date but all images are available for browsing).  Finally, a 
1940 Census Substitute in the form of city directories for CA, CT, ME, MA, NH, NY, RI and VT is avail-

able. 

 

FootnoteFootnoteFootnoteFootnote too has been adding databases.  Among the more recent additions and updates are Civil War 
Union Soldier Service Records (Mississippi, Missouri, Utah Territory, Dakota Territory and Kentucky); 
Southern Claims Commission Approved Claims (Alabama & Georgia);  Danish West Indies – Slavery 
and Emancipation (1672-1917); Military Intelligence Division – Negro Subversion (1917-1941); Secre-
tary of the Interior – Suppression of Slave Trade and Colonization (1854-1872); Board of Commission-
ers – Emancipation of Slaves in DC (1862-1863); and Court Slave Records for DC (1851-1863).  A 
more recent focus has been on Cherokee records with the addition of the Guion Miller Roll and Chero-

kee Indian Agency (TN) records.  Newspapers from around the country are being added regularly. 

 

A unique approach to the 1930 Census is being undertaken by Footnote.  Although it doesn’t appear to 
be fully indexed yet, you can browse the census.  Then when you find a relative you can identify that 
you’re related, post information about the person and connect to others who are also related to this 
person.  You can learn more about the project at http://go.footnote.com/1930census/?xid=395, but 

you’ll have to come to the Research Center to have access to the actual records. 

 

FamilySearch.orgFamilySearch.orgFamilySearch.orgFamilySearch.org, the website for the Mormon Church, is free to all and can be accessed from home.  
Lorrell Louchard recently explored the site and reports that The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints (LDS) has embarked upon an enormous project: to index all available records world-wide.  In 
2008 alone, volunteers indexed over 115 million names. As records are indexed, they are posted on-
line at FamilySearch.org.  As of April, 103 collections have been put on-line (65 from Canada, Mexico 
and the United States, 30 from Europe, 6 in the Caribbean, Central and South America and 2 from Asia 
and the Middle East). Many United States Federal census records were re-indexed to correct errors 
made in earlier indexes. Current projects include, in addition to selected Federal and state census 
records in the United States, census records in Europe, South and Central America and Australia; Ar-
kansas County Marriages; Cheshire School Records, Poor Law and Land Tax; Trento, Italy baptisms; 
Australia NSW Newspaper Cuttings and Marriages; and birth records from New York and New Hamp-

shire, to name but a few from the long list. 

 

There are two ways to access the indexes. To go directly to the website, you can go to http://
pilot.familysearch.org/recordsearch/start.html#start.  Or you go to www.familysearch.org and in the 
menu under “Search Records” chose “Record Search Pilot”.  When you reach the page with the world 
map on it, take time to explore and play around with it. Click on the Select a Region drop-down list to 
see what collections are currently available; then click on the region of interest.  Or, simply click on the 
map in the area you are interested in.  The list of databases for the chosen region will appear.  Some 
titles are marked [Browse Images Only] or [No Images}.  New or updated collections are marked with a 
red star making it easy to see what you might want to look at when you return to the list.  I clicked on 
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 Our genealogy library has two books on searching for difficult names of your 
ancestors.  The first is Nicknames Past and Present by Christine Rose.  This book has 
hundreds of names with possible nicknames associated with them.  It is helpful be-
cause the nicknames from past generations may not be known in our era.  A record 
can be missed if it is indexed under nicknames and you are not familiar with those 
names.  The author cautions against assigning a given name to a nickname.  Is Willie 

really William or could it be Wilfred, Willard, Willis, Wil-
mer, Wilton, Wiley, Wilhelmina, or my aunt Wilma?  Now 
you can understand the value of this book.  It was first 
printed in 1987 and published by Rose Family Associa-
tion.  It is a small book of 67 pages and is book number 

01 in the H Reference section of our library. 

 

 Names, Names, and More Names—Locating your Dutch Ancestors in Co-
lonial America by Arthur C. M. Kelly is another book in our library listed as H. Ref-
erence, Names #03.  I sincerely hope you understand the Dutch patronymic nam-
ing system after examining this book.  The book provides tables on surnames, 
given names and father/mother pairs to come up with the combination for sur-
names.  I found the table on given name equivalents interesting.  It translates a 
Dutch name into a usable English name.  It is a paperback book of 343 pages; 

published by ancestry in 1999. 

BOOK  REVIEW  BY  BARB  LARSEN  



 

 

 

Meetings: 
 

3rd Saturday  
9:30 AM  

 
Tri-Area  

Community 
Center 

 
Chimacum,  
Washington 

 
Visitors  
Welcome 

 
 

Research Center Research Center Research Center Research Center     

Location & HoursLocation & HoursLocation & HoursLocation & Hours    
13692 Airport Cutoff Road 

Hours:  11 to 4                

Tuesday—Saturday 

$4.00 admission for  

non-members 

$2.00 children 

 

PO Box 627 
Port Townsend 
Washington 
98368-0627 
360-385-9495 

Jef ferson County 
 

We’re on the Web!  

http://www.rootsweb.com/ 

~wajcgs/ 

an “image” site at random and found a handwritten land record which I could easily zoom in to read.  
Clicking on a collection with not label brought up a search box.  I entered “John Jones’ and clicked on 
the first name in the list.  This brought up a beautifully designed page which provided a summary and 
allowed me to quickly view the image [Note to ancestry. com:  PAY ATTENTION! This is how it should be 
done!]  As more records are added, this will be a killer site. 
 
As the title says this is a pilot program. Many records are not yet available;  I wasn’t able to find a record 
for the ancestor I entered although I know it exists on ancestry. com.  Expect frequent changes and up-
dates.  They solicit comments from users to help them improve the site.  They will not contact you to 
proselytize their religion.  Records are being added constantly, so it is a good idea to do additional 
searches from time to time.  If you want to aid in the project (and incidentally improve your skill at deci-
phering difficult handwriting) you can sign on as a volunteer, work from your own computer and do as 
little as you wish.  Instructions are clear.  You do not have to be a member of the LDS Church to be an 
indexer.  You may search their database from your home computer, or from the computers at the Re-
search Center.  The volunteers at the Research Center will be happy to help you.  And while you’re there, 
you might look at the Historic Books that have been digitized (and searchable) under the Search Re-
cords tab on the home page of Family Search. org.  A number of family histories and other interesting 
books have been included. 
 
Also available at the Research Center are subscription websites World Vital Records World Vital Records World Vital Records World Vital Records and Newspaper Newspaper Newspaper Newspaper 
ArchivesArchivesArchivesArchives.  Our subscription to the first will be up for renewal soon, and we will not  continue —people 
have found it confusing to use and not of great value.  Newspaper Archives, on the other hand, while 
somewhat cumbersome to use has a great collection of early newspapers. The collection is spotty but 
there are gems hiding there for the researcher    

(Continued from page 10) 
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