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CCGS Library

717 Grand Blvd

Vancouver, WA

360-750-5688

gensoc at ccgs-wa.org

Hours of operation
  Closed Sunday & Monday

Check the on-line library
calendar for 

unexpected closures.

http://www.ccgs-wa.org

Tues, Wed & Thurs:
10 am to 4:30 pm

Friday
10 am to 3 pm

Saturday
2  & 3  Saturdays onlynd rd

10 am to 3 pm

How to get here:

From I-5, take the Mill
Plain exit, go east about 1
½ miles to Grand Blvd and
turn right. We are in the
strip mall on the left side,
north of Evergreen. 

General Meeting 
Tuesday, April 23, 2013

7:00 to 9:00 pm
at the

CCGS Library Annex
715 Grand Blvd, Vancouver, WA 

The public is invited to attend.

Surveying Washington, 1851-1910
 Jerry Olson, CEO of Olson Engineering

for the past 45 years, will be our speaker. 

 He will present a program on the government surveyors of Washington,
1851-1910. There were several pioneers of Clark County among their
numbers, and they varied in ethics and qualifications. The first Mayor of
Vancouver was one of the "surveyors" with an interesting story.
 

In addition, Jerry will show how to research the BLM (Bureau of Land
Management) records for surveyors and survey crew members. He will
cover Donation Claims, Homestead Entries, and survey notes and plats. 

In the March Newsletter, the URL given for the new Fort Vancouver Library
web site was www.fvrl.org. Using this URL switches you to the Library’s new
URL, fvrl.ent.sirsi.net. For the time being, either URL will get you there.  It
might be wise, however, to bookmark the new one, lest the old one suddenly
stops working. 
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Getting to know . . . William “Roy” Katschke

I was born 24 June 1940 at Fort Sheridan, Illinois, the son of an Army sergeant and a farmer's
daughter. Three years later my parents were divorced and my mother, partially paralyzed in
an auto accident, returned to her birthplace in northern Wisconsin with her children: Billy,
Bertha, and Albert. For the next 15 years my family made frequent moves and changes in
homes and schools, living, one might say, "not very high in the pecking order of life." Favorite
pastimes included rummaging through the local dumps retrieving old radios, motors, and
clocks to be torn apart and played with to see how they worked and, of course, reading. None
of this Shakespeare or Edgar Allen Poe stuff, but Earl Stanley Gardner and Jack London, well
mixed with Mickey Mouse and Donald Duck. My school performance was poor because of a
lack of interest, undeveloped interpersonal relationships and, perhaps most importantly,
laziness. Indeed, I "tied for last place" in my sophomore class and was conditionally advanced
to the junior year in high school. But, thanks to a robust, cigar chewing, no-nonsense, "take

names and kick butt" teacher who, though uninvited, intruded into my academic world, I graduated in the top 20% of my
class. In my high school annual I was titled "Bored of Education" by my classmates. To this day, Mr. Chester A. Krohn
remains my life's model (except for the cigars).

Following graduation from high school (1958), not interested in farming or working in the woods (girls were still a distant
mystery), I joined the Navy for $78 a month, (which was more than I'd make cutting pulp) and enjoyed a career in the
nuclear weapons field. My tours of duty included service aboard the USS Ranger, USS Constellation, USS Carl Vinson,
and the USS Kiska, plus numerous liberty boats. I met my first wife and acquired three great kids, Laurie, Scott, and
Michael. In 1968, now divorced and attending a Navy school in Newport, Rhode Island, I met
a fresh-caught Navy Ensign (female type) attending Officer Candidate School. Following two
years of chasing her around the country, where "No! No! And No!" was the order of the day, I
(now a Chief Warrant Officer) finely got close enough to marry LTJG Mary Jennings (she was
then, and still is, my superior in more ways than one) in Alaska, and to this day still consider her
well worth the chase. The Navy and life in general were good to Mary and me as we were
stationed and traveled around the U. S. and the Pacific, including a number of extended
separations (absence makes the heart grow fonder). I retired in 1986 at Naval Weapons Station
Earle, New Jersey, with 28 years of service and then spent two years as a househusband until
Mary retired from the Navy in 1988 in the Philippines. 

Upon returning to the U. S., we spent a year touring the country from New Jersey, down through the sun belt, and up
the west coast to Washington, looking for a place to settle. The Northwest looked best, but it took living cooped up in
an RV through a wet and dreary winter to really appreciate Washington. It was only a matter of time, five realtors, and
over 150 houses (perfection is the snow-capped peak of the mountain of frustration), before we found our home in Battle
Ground in 1989. During those hours cooped up in the RV I had turned to programming computers and wrote my own
genealogy program, which we are using to this day. I hope that someday I can rewrite that old Dos program to take
advantage of the "new" Windows interface. Hope springs eternal.

Not really fond of rocking chairs, and not having a fishing stream at our new home, we joined local white-headed
octogenarians as volunteers at the Clark County Historical Society, the Clark County Genealogical Society, the
Genealogical Forum of Oregon, and the local Family History Centers for another 18 years until medical issues raised
their ugly heads and forced withdrawal from community service. Since 2008 I have been truly retired (still not fishing)
and play with my computer (the new genealogy program still a distant pipe dream) and am still chasing after my
Massachusetts Revolutionary soldier.

The pursuit of my genealogy, though interesting, has been stifled by seven of my eight great-grandparents being
immigrants from areas of Europe with limited genealogical resources. None-the-less, with the experience gained from
working in the Family History Centers and their vast film resources, I was able trace my ancestors back to Pomerania,
Italy, England, and Bohemia. The bulk of my research now centers on the eighth line, descendants of Daniel Fuller
(1761) of Lynn, Massachusetts (not to be confused with a Daniel Fuller (1761) of Dedham). While it is highly improbable
that he is a descendant of the Mayflower Fullers, finding his line remains my goal. I suspect he is the grandson of
Thomas Fuller who, in turn, is a great grandson of John Fuller of Lynn, Massachusetts. Perhaps my new, yet to be
written, program will find him for me automatically 
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Getting to Know Mary (Jennings) Katschke
I was born 01 October 1943 in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, the birthplace of both my
parents.  My father, Edwin Ray Jennings, was a career Marine and my mother, Mary Ethel
DeHass, was still in high school when they married in San Diego, California, the day after
Christmas in 1942.  I’ve always joked about graduating from high school twice—once in my
mother’s womb and second from Kailua High School on Oahu in Hawaii.  Since my
mother’s given name was Mary, I was known as Louise or Lou for the first 25 years of my
life. Because it was the war years, Dad first saw me at 15 months of age.  Being my
Daddy’s girl, I wanted to grow up to be a lady Marine. After we had lived at 22 different
places, it was decided that I would attend college in central Oklahoma where there were
some maternal relatives to watch out for me.  My parents were in San Diego while Dad
finished up his 26-year career. He retired in 1964 and they returned to Oklahoma City,

where they both began working for the US Postal System.  

I promised my mother I’d graduate from college before getting married, and I honored that promise, graduating cum
laude on 3 June 1965 and marrying a classmate on 5 June 1965.  My first full-time job was teaching physical
education at a junior high school. I was paid the awesome sum of $5,000 for my first year’s teaching. Later, I began
to work on my graduate degree at what was then called Central State College but now is the University of Central
Oklahoma.  On the third anniversary of our marriage, while eating the last of the wedding cake, my husband and I
agreed to separate, and I left for Navy Officer Candidate School in Newport, Rhode Island. It was a wonderful
opportunity to re-invent myself! I started introducing myself as Mary and learned my first genealogical lesson:
sometimes, there is more than one person identically named at the same location at the same time. Such was the
case in my OCS class. The other Mary Jennings in my class quit after two weeks.

The first Sunday after I was commissioned, Roy Katschke and I were seated at the same table and we talked over
breakfast. After a few more chance meetings, Roy invited me to participate in a square dance club with him. We
platonically explored much of the New England area that autumn on weekend liberties. At graduation I had orders
to Kodiak, Alaska, and he had orders to the USS Constellation.  We wrote letters and occasionally talked on the
phone, and while his ship was ‘terminated’ with my Communication Station, Roy typed out a proposal of marriage
–- broadcasting it over the whole northern Pacific area!  Agreeing to marry him has brought more blessings into my
life than I would have ever thought possible. Having learned that an engagement ring and wedding dress wouldn’t
ensure ‘until death do us part’ matrimonial bliss, I ended up with a blue star sapphire friendship ring and we got
married in our dress-blue uniforms on 7 March 1970 in Alaska at the Naval Station Kodiak Chapel.  I clearly got the
better end of the deal in a number of special ways. When I was selected for Lieutenant Commander, Roy suggested
that I apply to become regular Navy, which made me eligible to retire some day. Luckily, I was selected, and that has
facilitated our life style today. After Alaska, I was stationed in southern California, Hawaii, northern California,
Monterey, California, (for postgraduate school, where I earned my MS in Telecommunication Management), Norfolk,
Virginia (best job of my career), New Jersey, and Clark Air Base in the Philippines. 

My father died on 8 May 1986 while we were on leave in Oklahoma City prior to my leaving for the Philippines. On
9 May, we went out to purchase a suit for Roy for the funeral. When we returned home, we learned that Roy’s father
had died the day before in San Diego, California. Then my Grandfather Jennings died on 8 May 1957. Finally, Roy’s
mother’s last husband, Roy’s stepfather, died in Oregon on 8 May 1989. To this day we still get a little nervous each
8th of May. 

Our blended families include five grandchildren and two great-grandchildren living in Alabama, Nevada, California,
and Washington.

I am still entering backlogged genealogy data and working to clean up my database in the hopes of reposting this
year. When that is done, I plan on trying to prove or disprove that Weston Preston Jennings and (Richard?)
Henderson Jennings, who lived in Newton County, Missouri, about the same time, were brothers born in Virginia.
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YES, the rumor is true!

Your editors, Gene Kuechmann and Patricia Bauer, have turned in our resignations as co-editors of the
CCGS Newsletter. Gene has been editor of the newsletter during much of her membership with CCGS.
Pat has been her co-editor since October 2004. We feel it is time now for us to step aside and let
another team, or another individual, take over this job. Neither of us will be available to produce any
further editions of the CCGS Newsletter after the publication of the June 2013 issue. 

Producing the Newsletter has been sometimes fun, sometimes frustrating, and always informative. We
will be happy to pass on to our successor(s) several templates Pat has developed. The one she always
uses is in WordPerfect. 

We want to thank those who have willingly complied with our schedules and requests (Alice, Jane, and
Glen are three who come to mind; the rest of you know who you are), and we ask that you give your new
editor(s) your full cooperation.

No publication is the sole work of the editorial staff. The finished product depends on the efforts of a
support team working behind the scenes. 

We want to give our very heart-felt thanks to our support team: 
JANIS ROBERTSON, for printing the finished copy to ready it for mailing.
DENNI KAY HAMILTON-LEVONIAN, for supplying the current membership information and for labeling
and delivering the newsletters to the post office for mailing. 
BILL WHALLEY, for keeping the membership information updated in the computer, for printing the labels
for mailing the newsletter, and for notifying the members of the availability of the electronic edition.

SPRING SEMINAR
Elsie Deatherage

The April 6 spring seminar is just around the corner! Back by popular demand, genealogy instructor
Miriam Robbins will teach us how to use Facebook and Pinterest for genealogy. Have you ever found a
great new genealogy resource that you'd like to tell others about? Don't miss the session on Creating a
Genealogy Blog For Yourself or Your Society. Finally, Miriam will also share some great Online
Resources for Tracing Northwest Roots. This all-day seminar is only $35 for CCGS members. Don't miss
out - send in your registration today. 

We do need some help. We can use help with refreshment set-up the day of the event. We also need
cookies and sweet breads to serve at breaks. If cooking isn't your thing, "store bought" is fine. We also
would like to include a pen and notepad in the registration packets. If you have a way for obtaining either
of these things, it would save the society from having to buy them. If you are able to help with any of
these requests, please email me ASAP at daleelsie at comcast.net. 

Condolences
Our condolences have been sent to a long-time CCGS member, Joanne Bortniak of Ridgefield. Her
husband, Walt Pickthorn, passed away Sunday, March 17, after being on kidney dialysis for several
months. 
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SAVE FOR SEMINAR FLYER PAGE 1
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SAVE FOR SEMINAR FLYER PAGE 2
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A Wedding Window for Spring
Dolly Merrick 

Let's welcome spring with “Brides and Grooms”! Please
submit pictures of wedding couples for a front window
display in late April or early May. Forward  your scanned
(at least 600 dpi) jpeg pictures to gensoc at ccgs-wa.org 
or leave at the library with “attn: Dolly” on the envelope.
Please include your name and contact information.
Pictures will be enlarged and photocopied.  If possible,
include names, date, and location (city, state). We will
emphasize local couples from the late 1800’s and early
1900’s; however, other newlyweds are also welcome.  

VOLUNTEER DAY REPORT
Jane Germann

Next Volunteer Day: April 15 from 10 to 2 at the annex

On Volunteer Day, March 18, Lillian Fullerton worked at home. Bea Hicks and Darla Brock cut
and pasted and then took home some indexing projects. Jane Germann worked on a City
Cemetery book. Those working on financials were Eric Jordahl, Larry Germann, and Barbara
Baker.  Lethene Parks, Alice Allen, Kendra Jae, and Sisilla Carpenter worked on library projects.
Bill Whalley worked with the computer, copied materials, and just generally kept busy. Steve
Cornick and Luurt and Jeanette Nieuwenhuis came in to see what was happening. Come down
and find out and see how you can help!  We have a lot of fun while we are here. 

Welcome, New Members:
John Allinger

Catherine Shawley
Alice Webber

Robert & JoAnn Washa
Carol Ericson

Welcome Back, Reinstated Members:
Kay and Robert Cooke

Alys Carrasco
Joann Jenny

Patricia Stephens

Thanks for making special donations in addition to your dues:
Joann Jenny

Charlotte Portner
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New Additions to Our Library Collection
Compiled by Alice Aultman Allen & Kathy Geyer

Corrections:
We’ve been misspelling Kathy’s name. It’s Geyer, not Guyer!

Also: the Benton County books which were listed under “Unknown Donor,” 
were donated by Glen Jones. We have added bookplates to these 

books and made notations in the Library cataloging program. 
Thank you, Glen!

The following books are brand new to our library and will remain 
on the "New Shelf" during the month of April:

 
Donated by  Beverly Pryzbylski
1910 Lincoln County Census
By:  Oregon Genealogical Society, Inc.

Lincoln County 1900 Census Index
By:  Oregon Genealogical Society, Inc.

Oregon Malheur County 1900 Census Index
By:  Oregon Genealogical Society, Inc.

Casey County Marriages, Kentucky Vital Records,
Series. 1, Vol. 23
Author:  Frances Terry Ingmire

Green County Marriages, Kentucky Vital Records,
Series 1, Vol. 44
Author:  Frances Terry Ingmire

Oregon State Roster of ancestors,Daughters of the
American Revolution, first Supplement , 1978
Author:  Mrs. Gerald Bacon

Polish Genealogical Society of America – Maps,
research, military and translation guides
By:  PGS

Index to Monument Inscriptions prior to 1900 from
Cemeteries in Clermont County, Ohio
Author:  Margie Thomas

Gentry County Missouri, Marriage Index, 1885-1912, A
through M
By:  NW Missouri Genealogical Society

Gentry County Missouri, Marriage Index, 1885-1912,
N through Z
By:  NW Missouri Genealogical Society

Callaway County, Missouri, Marriage Index,
1820-1860
Author:  Phyllis J Selby

Cole County Missouri, Marriage Index, 1821-1851
Author:  Phyllis J Selby

Buchanan County Missouri, Probate Index, 1839-1912
By:  NW Missouri Genealogical Society

Gentry County Missouri, Birth’s, 1868-1900
By:  NW Missouri Genealogical Society

Casey County Births, Kentucky Vital Records, Series 2,
Vol. 23
Author:  Frances T  Ingmire

1910 Malheur County Oregon Census
By:  Oregon Genealogical Society

Donated by Faye Moore
The Eddy Family in America, 1930 Edition
Author:  Ruth Story Devereux Eddy

The Eddy Family in America, 1940 Supplement
Author:  Ruth Story Devereux Eddy

The Eddy Family in America, 1968 Supplement
Author:  Ruth Story Devereux Eddy

The Eddy Family in America, 1980 Supplement
Author:  Ruth Story Devereux Eddy

The Eddy Family in America, 2005 Supplement
Author:  Ruth Story Devereux Eddy

Eddy Family Association Bulletins, Nos. 1-20
& Eddy Family Association Bulletins, Nos. 21-56
Author:  Ruth Story Devereux Eddy

 

Donated by Kathy Amundson
Memories, Ninety Years of Baker City
Author:  Loy Winter Wisdom

The Overland Migrations
By:  National Park Service, Dept. of Interior
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Donated by Kathy Amundson
I Remember Portland, 1899-1915
Author:  Lawrence Pratt

Oregon Times and Trails
Authors:  Joan and Gene Olson 

                              
Donated by Glen Jones
Whistle Punks and Misery Whips
Authors:  Elizabeth Hartman and Phil Jonsrud

Washington Grangers, Celebrate A Century
Author:  Gus Norwood

That Balance So Rare, The Story of Oregon
Author:  Terence O’Donnell

Thunder in the Mountains, the Story of the Nez Perce
War
Author:  Ronald K Fisher

The Nez Perce
Author:  Clifford E Trafzer

The Nez Perces, Tribesmen of the Columbia Plateau
Author:  Francis Haines

Pioneer Days in Idaho County, vol. 2
Author:  Sister M. Alfreda Elsensohn,

Basin of Gold, Life in Boise Basin, 1862-1890
Author:  Arthur A Hart

Idaho Indians Tribal Histories
By:  Idaho Centennial Commission

Donated by Virginia Holter
The National Huguenot Society, Membership
Directory, 1997
By:  National Huguenot Society

Donated by Virginia Holter
The Family Tree Problem Solver
Author:  Marsha Hoffman Rising

Donated by Steve Cornick
The Illustrated Encyclopedia of Ellis Island
Author:  Barry Moreno

Tried by War, Abraham Lincoln as Commander in
Chief
Author:  Kames  McPherson

Donated by Lonna Parker
The Klickitat Indians
Author:  Selma Neils

Donated by  Matt Oftedahl
Handbook of Old Gallatin County and Southeastern
Illinois
Author:  Jon Musgrove

The following books were donated by
persons unknown.  If you know who
donated these books, please let us know
so that proper credit can be given to the
donor.

On the Occasion of the 150th Anniversary of the State
of Alabama
By:  Tennessee Valley Genealogical Society

Our Lynch Line (Descendents of William Lynch)
Author:  Cecil Calvert Pryor

Lynch Family History, 1755-1985, 230 Years Covering
Eight Generations
Author:  Marilyn Ward Lynch

                                                   IRISH MAPS 1558-1610
  (Thanks to Steve Aberle for this information.)

Do you have Irish ancestors and wonder about the topography of the towns and
villages where they lived during the reigns of Elizabeth I and James I?  The UK
National Archives has a collection of over 60 maps from this period.  The
search is free, but viewing high resolution pdf copies of the maps requires a
fee.

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/irish-maps-state-papers.htm
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Clark County Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 5249
Vancouver WA 98668-5249                

  

 
President: Steve Cornick
Vice President: Dolly Merrick
Secretary: Marian Kenedy

Treasurer: Larry Germann
Asst. Sec-Treas: Eric Jordahl

Past President: Sherry Warren

http://www.ccgs-wa.org
Library: 717 Grand Blvd

360-750-5688

CCGS Meetings and Programs

Apr 1            Legacy Users Group (LUG) 10 am - noon - CCGS Library Annex
Apr 1            Computer Clinic - beginning at 1 pm - CCGS Library Annex - by appointment only. 
Apr 2            Writing Focus Group - 1:30 - 3:30 pm, CCGS Library
Apr 3            Scandinavian Focus Group - 10 - 11:30 am - CCGS Library Annex
Apr 4 First Thursday Unfocused Genealogy Group - 1:30 - 3:30 pm, CCGS Library Annex 
Apr 6 ANNUAL SPRING SEMINAR - 8:30 am - 4:00 pm - CCGS Library Annex
Apr 8             CCGS Board Meeting - 9 am - 11 am, CCGS Library Annex
Apr 13 Native American Focus Group - 10:30 am - noon
Apr 17             May CCGS Newsletter deadline - copy to both editors please
Apr 22    Volunteer Day - 10 am - 2 pm, CCGS Library Annex
Apr 23    General Meeting - 7:00 - 9:00 pm CCGS Library Annex
Apr 29    Librarians’ Training Session - 10 am - noon - CCGS Library & Annex

 General Meetings will be held the fourth Tuesday of the month at CCGS  Library Annex. 
 Morning meetings: Oct - Mar, 10 am - noon. Evening meetings: Apr - Sept, 7 - 9 pm. 
 No General Meeting is held July, August, or December. 

Notify Jeanine Bailiff, our Sunshine Lady, of anyone needing a card from CCGS such as get well, thinking of

you, sympathy, etc. jgmb at pacifier.com or call Jeanine at 360-566-9422. 


