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GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE
Greetings,
There has been a change in the location of our June meeting.  In
the February Green Mountain Pilgrim, I reported that our meet-
ing would be held at the Lyons Den Restaurant in Randolph.
Unfortunately, the restaurant has closed.  Our new location will
be Our Lady of Angels Catholic Church in Randolph.  Check
further in the Green Mountain Pilgrim for directions, menu
choices and pricing for the meeting.  Our guest speaker has not
changed.  We will hear from James Baker.  His topic will be
“Pilgrim ImagesThroughout History”.

Our October meeting will be held at the Quechee Club in
Quechee, Vermont.  I am still working on a speaker.

I do want to remind folks that the General Congress will be held
this year in Plymouth, MA.  The dates are September 8 through
13 with mandatory meetings for delegates on September 11 and
12.  If you are interested in being a delegate, but will not be
attending the meeting in June, please let me know.

Sincerely, 
Randy Roberts, Governor

EDITOR WANTED 
the Green Mountain Pilgrim

It is with mixed emotions that we, Betsy and Bonnie, retire from
being Editor and Co-editor of the Green Mountain Pilgrim.   Is
there anyone interested?  We are seeking someone to start work-
ing with us as soon as possible.  Please contact  Randy Roberts
as soon as possible so we can make it a smooth transition.

A FEW WORDS ABOUT DUES

There are still about fifty (50) annual members who have not
paid their 2017 dues.  The dues are still $32 for one year or
$145 for five (5) years.  Dues were due by December 31, 2016
for the year 2017. Please check your mailing label.  If it reads
“Paid through 2016” you are in arrears and owe $32.  
Please make your check or money order out to Vermont Society
of Mayflower Descendants and mail to Cynthia Roberts,
Treasurer, 230 Blueberry Lane, Rutland, VT 05701.

91st SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING
Saturday, 24 June 2017

Our Lady of the Angels Catholic Church
43 Hebard Hill Road
Randolph, Vermont

Directions:
From Interstate 89 take Exit 4 and head West down the hill on
Route 66 toward Randolph for approximately a mile.  Turn right
onto Hebard Hill Road.  Our Lady of Angels Catholic Church is
directly on the left.  There will be directional signs.

ORDER  OF PROCEEDINGS

9:00 - 10:00 a.m.                           Board of Assistants Meeting
10:00 - 10:30 a.m.                           Social Reception
10:30 - 11:30 a.m.                           Business Meeting
11:30 -  Noon                                  Speaker - James Baker
                                                         Topic:  “Pilgrim Images 
                                                         Throughout History”
12 Noon                                           Luncheon

The luncheon is a buffet with make your own sandwich, 
vegetable soup, salad, coleslaw, chips with coffee, tea, or punch.
Dessert choices are cookies, brownies, and cake.

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR THE MEETING

Listed below are a few hotels in the area.  All have phone 
numbers listed on their web sites.  We are not endorsing any.

                  Capitol Plaza, Montpelier, VT
                  Comfort Inn & Suites at Maplewood, Montpelier, VT
                  Days Inn, Barre, VT

Also there are several  hotels in the Burlington, VT area as well
as the Comfort Inn in Rutland, VT where Sharon Matyas will be
from June 23 through June 26.  At the Rutland Comfort Inn, ask
for Lori and the Vermont Mayflower rate.

VERMONT HISTORY EXPO

There will not be a Vermont History Expo this year and there are
no plans for any in the future.
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NEW BUSINESS:

The General Board of Assistants Meeting was held in
Indianapolis, IN on September 9 and 10, 2016.  Randy and
Cindy Roberts represented our Society.  There were two amend-
ment proposals submitted from the Constitution and Bylaw
Committee and forwarded by the  Executive Committee.  One
was a voice vote which was unanimously approved to submit to
General Congress in 2017 to change the word “state” to “mem-
ber” throughout the Constitution and Bylaws.  This recommen-
dation will accommodate the newly chartered Society of
Mayflower Descendants of Europe.  The second motion was
passed to change the publication name and dates of the
Mayflower Quarterly to the Mayflower Quarterly Magazine and
to be published in March of the years General Congress is held.
This will allow the nominating committee information in a time-
ly manner.  A motion was approved to accept a donation from
the First Parish Church of the National Pilgrim Memorial
Meetinghouse, provided that a sufficient endowment fund can be
raised to support the building by General Congress 2020.  Also
approved was a new DNA policy that will allow DNA testing to
be used as a supplemental proof only.  It is not to be used for the
birth, death or marriage certificates that are still required.

General Donation:
The Vermont Society has recently received a donation that will
be deposited in a separate restricted fund that will be used to
help defray the cost of speaker fees and luncheons for the next
ten years and beyond.  This donation was given by Sharon
Matyas who has been our Historian for over 19 years and has
processed over 600 new members.  Thank you Sharon for your
generosity to the Vermont Society.

ROLL CALL:
John Alden  16                                Elizabeth (Fisher) Hopkins  1
Isaac Allerton  4                              John Howland  11
Mary (Norris) Allerton  1               Richard More  0
John Billington  0                           William Mullins  10
William Bradford  5                        Priscilla Mullins  5
William Brewster  13                      Degory Priest  4
Peter Brown  0                                Thomas Rogers  3
James Chilton  2                             Henry Samson  1
Francis Cooke  8                             George Soule  7
Edward Doty  3                              Myles Standish  3
Francis Eaton  2                              John Tilley  9
Moses Fletcher  0                           Joan (Hurst) Tilley  7
Edward Fuller  8                             Richard Warren  12
Samuel Fuller  0                             William White  7
Stephen Hopkins  6                        Edward Winslow  0

BENEDICTION: The benediction was given by Elise Roessler.
ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Jeanne H. Kennedy, Recording Secretary

Governor Randy Roberts opened the meeting at 10:40 a.m. by
giving a warm welcome to all the new members.  Elise Roessler
gave the invocation, the flag salute was led by Carolyn Adams
and the Mayflower Compact was read by Pierce Alden Doud,
one of our Junior Members,

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:

Meeting minutes from the June 25, 2016 meeting were
approved as published in the Green Mountain Pilgrim.  A
motion was made and seconded to accept as published.

REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES:

Treasurer: Cindy Roberts distributed a detailed report of the
2016 actual expenditures and revenues. The General Society’s
assessment continues to be the largest single expenditure.
Other large expenses are postage and printing.  Our income is
generated by our dues as well as member donations.  Cindy
again expressed the thanks of the Vermont Society for the con-
tinued donations of our members.  Kathy Barrett stated that she
audited the books and found everything to be accurate.  Cindy
also presented the 2017 Budget for approval.  Motion was made
and seconded to accept the 2016 report as presented and the
2017 Budget as presented. Both motions were approved.

Historian: Sharon announced that we have six new members
since our June meeting and three supplements have been
approved.  There are seven new applications and no supple-
ments in Plymouth at this time.  To date, applications are com-
ing in on a daily basis.  Sharon made note of several members
passing.   Sharon mentioned that the next Congress meeting
will be held in Plymouth in September 2017 and she will keep
us updated on details as the date gets closer.  In April 2017
Sharon is planning her next pilgrimage through the State with
the possibility of her son traveling with her.

Juniors: Nancy West and Karen Carrara reported two new
members since our June meeting and two are pending.  They
both thanked Pierce Doud for reading the Mayflower Compact.

Nominating Committee: Carolyn Adams, Kathy Barrett, Alan
Cheever and Randy Roberts nominated Seth Hopkins and Susan
Earle for the Board of Assistants three year term. A motion
was made and carried.

Finance Committee: Menzer Doud of the Finance Committee
announced that donations exceeded $1300 from members dur-
ing this fiscal year.

History Expo: Peg Sherlock stated that a date is still pending
for next year for the History Expo in Tunbridge, VT.

Scholarship Committee:  Randy Roberts spoke for Pat DeWitt
in her absence and reported there were no new updates.

MINUTES OF NINETIETH ANNUAL MEETING
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2016

Sweet Caroline’s Restaurant, West Rutland, Vermont
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DONATIONS TO THE VT GENERAL FUND, 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND, AND JUNIOR PROGRAM

January through March 2017

Name                                   Donation Notes

Anonymous
Duell, Marsha                      In memory of John Marshall 
                                             Williams
Gurney, Allan

Contributions are appreciated to support our General Fund,
Junior Program, and Scholarship Fund. 
Please make checks out to:  Vermont Society of Mayflower
Descendants and mail to Cynthia Roberts,
230 Blueberry Lane, Rutland, VT 05701.  State in the memo
section which fund you wish to donate to.

HISTORIAN’S REPORT

WELCOME to these new members to our Society.  We have
had four people join our Vermont Mayflower Society since the
February 2017 issue of the Green Mountain Pilgrim.

Yvonne M.R. Cimonette      VT  # 1797                GEN 91,024
Rutland, VT                                                  14 - Thomas Rogers

James R. Allen                      VT # 1798                 GEN 91,075
Zimmerman, MN                                       12 - William Brewster

Diana L. Richardson           VT # 1799                 GEN 91,076
Essex Jct., VT                                               13 - Richard Warren

Diane Lombard Kane          VT # 1800                GEN 91,087  
Enosburg Falls, VT                                        11 - William White

Supplements:

Grace W. Knight   VT # 1773
12 - Francis Cooke
12 - Elizabeth Fisher

-Sharon Matyas, Historian - samatyas@aol.com

IN MEMORIAM

Our sincerest condolences to the family of our departed
members, may they walk hand in hand with their Mayflower
Ancestors.

Alice Alger Adams    13 March 2017   Member 16 1/2 years 
VT # 1514                         Age 96                      GEN  75,354
Alice was the mother to member Charlotte Adams  VT # 1664

PROGRAM PRESENTED AT THE OCTOBER 2016 MEETING

Michael Dwyer, Past Governor of the Vermont Society, presented the program which was a slide presentation entitled “The Pilgrim
in Art” which showed fascinating images of architecture and paintings and how they influenced the public.  With no scenes created
until two centuries after the Pilgrims, artists interpreted the past with great imagination.  Michael explained how these familiar art-
works told their own story as we looked at the architecture details, the clothing people wore, the landscape of where people were
positioned and the possessions they may have been holding.  It is important for us all to focus on the future and to continue to
remember and talk about our history, heritage and lineage for many generations to come.

VERMONT SOCITY OF MAYFLOWER DESCENDANTS
SCHOLARSHIP
AWARD $500

Deadline Date:  May 31 of each year

Reminders:  The Vermont Society of Mayflower Descendant
Scholarship is to assist any year of post secondary college 
education or vocational education.
         - You do not have to be a high school graduate or college 
         freshman.
         - Applicants may be a regular member for two years 
         attending any post secondary education, or
         - Former Junior Vermont Society Member as long as they 
         were a Junior Member for three years, regardless of their
         age now.

The application and criteria may be found on the Vermont
Mayflower Society web site:
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~vtsmd/index.html 

Contact Pat DeWitt:  patadewitt@gmail.com    802-222-4065 
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JUNIOR GREEN MOUNTAIN PILGRIMS

Mayflower Junior Green Mountain Pilgrims, Sponsors and all Vermont Members:   Greetings,

Since our report in January, we enrolled one new Junior.  Sponsors,  as a reminder,  the cost for this membership is a one-time fee of
only $10, up until age 18, when they are then eligible to become regular Vermont Society members.  Thank you to all who give
donations during the year to the Juniors.  Our new member is:  

Blake K. LaVere  VT # 381 - Ancestor:  Edward Doty - Sponsor:  Eleanor Ebbinghausen, Great Grandmother

The 2017 contest was open to all members of the Junior Green Mountain Pilgrims.  It ended February 1, 2017.
Congratulations and Good Job!  The winners are:

Division 1:  Ages 5 - 8
First place                               $40.00                   Ayanna Dillman
Second place                           $30.00                   Renata Hopkins
Third place                             $20.00                   Solomon Whitcomb
Honorable Mention:               $10.00                   Alex Dimetrosky, Agatha Hopkins, Liam Whitcomb

Division 2:  Ages 9 - 13
First place                               $40.00                   Klara Hopkins
Second place                           $30.00                   Ashley Dimetrosky
Third place                             $20.00                   Madison Tillou
Honorable Mention:               $10.00                   Callie Kennedy, Caraline Kennedy, Phoebe Hall, Caleb Roberts,
                                                                               Ella Roberts, Jackson Dillman, Caiden Whitcomb

Division 3:  Ages 14 - 17
TIE:                                        $40.00                   Mollie Parsons and Elizabeth Adorno

Out of 152 entries mailed out, we received 18 replies and are pleased you entered.  We hope you will enter again next year.

Juniors are sent birthday cards, contest entry information and a holiday mailing.  Our e-mail contacts are:
Nancy West -benzvette@vermoontel.net  or Karen Carrara - gramkarenc@aol.com It would be helpful to get updated mailing
information if you move.  Also, if your sponsor is attending one of our two yearly VT Mayflower Society meetings, perhaps they
would bring you with them.  Please ask them.  It is a pleasure to be part of the Vermont Society and serve as co-chairs for this impor-
tant program.  You can access Junior applications on our Vermont web site:  http://rootsweb.ancestry.com/~vtsmd/index.html

- Nancy West and Karen Carrara, Junior Co-chairs
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HISTORIAN’S UPDATE

Hey, guess what - it is SPRINGTIME!  I know, because the calendar said it started on 20 March 2017 and I see some, not a lot, of
green grass, and NO snow.  When I wrote this report for the February/March 2017 Green Mountain Pilgrim, we had over 60 inches
of snow in December.  Here it is, the end (hopefully) of winter and this area in Central New York had a total of a little over 134
inches of snow. So, as you can see, with 60 inches in December the next three and half months about 74 inches fell.  So, needless to
say, it was milder than usual.

As usual, I was in Rutland in March.  I met with some members as well as a couple  of prospects.  Now I am getting ready to travel
through the State with my son, Stephen, who is a Vermont member.  I am sure we will meet quite a few members and prospective
members at the open houses that I have in Burlington, Stowe and Rutland.  

A little update on my ferret, Blondie who is eight and half and blind and is still going strong.  She is slowing down some but over all
doing OK.

I also would like to take this time to apologize to anyone who came over to Long Trail in April for lunch and the pub there was
closed.  They announced that well after I wrote it in the last newsletter and it was published.  

I have quite a few worksheets out.  I have only two original and four supplement applications in Plymouth.  The turn around time is
still at three months give or take.  I will be going to Plymouth again this May and staying at the Bradford as I usually do.  I am not
able to get a decent rate there for Congress in September - YET - as I have before due to a new manager.  They do have some rooms
put aside for our Vermont Society and I will announce the rate at our June meeting in Randolph.  Now if you want to meet with me
any time, I will be in Rutland at the Comfort Inn in June and as you know, I will be happy to see you then either at the hotel or
wherever you would like.  If I do not see you on my April trip,  then I hope I do see you in June in Randolph.  ’Til then I remain,

-Sharon A. Matyas, Historian  - e-mail: samatyas@aol.com
http//http://rootsweb.ancestry.com/~vtsmd/index.html

Reservation Form for June 24, 2017 Luncheon and Meeting

The cost of just the meeting to include muffins, coffee cake, and fresh fruit with coffee, tea, or juice is $5.  The cost of the luncheon,
meeting and breakfast will be $22.  The luncheon buffet will include make your own sandwich, vegetable soup, salad, coleslaw,
chips with coffee, tea, or punch.  Dessert choices are cookies, brownies, and cake. 

Member Name _______________________________________________________  $22.00 _________

Guest(s) Name _______________________________________________________  $22.00 _________

Member Meeting Only ________________________________________________  $  5.00 _________

Guest(s) Meeting Only ________________________________________________  $  5.00 _________

Enclosed is $  ___________ for ________ reservations.

Contact Person:  Name, Phone Number, or e-mail ____________________________________________
Please make check payable to VT Society of Mayflower Descendants and send by Saturday, June 17, 2017 to:
Cynthia Roberts, Treasurer, 230 Blueberry Lane, Rutland, VT  05701.   



6

UPDATE FROM COMMITTEE STUDYING LIFE MEMBERSHIP

More  than half of our Vermont Society’s members are either life members or pay on the five year plan.  Two thirds of
all Mayflower State Societies offer life membership.  The Vermont Society has not offered life membership for several
years now.  Last year, the Governor named an ad-hoc committee to study whether offering life membership again is sus-
tainable in the long term.  The members of the life membership committee will be presenting their report to the Board of
Assistants at the June meeting for their consideration and possible referral to the Vermont Society in October.  A by-laws
change will be required and a notice will be given.  We will be recommending a tiered by age system which both sup-
ports the general fund assessment from the General Society of Mayflower Descendants and bolsters the Vermont
Society’s permanent fund.

-Seth Hopkins, Cynthia Roberts, Menzer Doud
Committee Members 

HOPE TO SEE YOU IN

RANDOLPH


