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GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE

Greetings everyone,  

As I write my final Governor’s message, I want to take

the time to thank all those who have supported me through-

out my term.  The Society works due to the great people

who are members and work so well together.  

I am most pleased with the establishment of the

Scholarship Fund and the first award that is being given out

this year.  This can be credited to the generous donation

made to start the Fund and the two committees involved, one

to establish the criteria and the other to review all the appli-

cations.  

I went to the New England Governors meeting in Maine

last month.  It was a wonderful time of connecting and shar-

ing at a beautiful seaside restaurant.  All six states were rep-

resented, which has not happened in a long time.  One idea

that intrigued me was that many of the states have an educa-

tion committee, providing outreach to schools.  

By the time you get this issue, we will have attended

Congress in Plymouth.  It is always a great time to connect

with other states and learn about their accomplishments and

their difficulties.  We should have more information about

the upcoming 2020 celebration.   I learn more about our

ancestry every time I go to Plymouth.  I would encourage

everyone to attend at least one Congress as a delegate.

Again, I want to thank you all for your support and I

know the Society will be in good hands as Randy Roberts

takes the helm.

Respectfully submitted,

-Kathleen L Barrett, Governor  

88th ANNUAL MEETING

Saturday, 25 October 2014

Sweet Caroline’s

100 Main Street, Westway Plaza    

West Rutland, Vermont

Directions to Sweet Caroline’s:

From the West (from Whitehall, NY via Route 4):  Take

Route 4 East.  Take exit 6 for US 4 Business toward VT

4A.  Turn left onto US-4 BUS E.  Turn left onto Main St.

The restaurant will be on the left in the Westway Mall

shopping center.

=========================================

From the North or East:  From Rutland, take Business

Route 4 (4A) West to West Rutland.  Near the intersection

of Route 4, look for Westway Mall on the left.  The 

restaurant will be in the Westway Mall shopping center.

=========================================

From the South:  Take Route 7 North to Rutland and take

Route 4 (near the Holiday Inn).  Take exit 6 for US 4

Business toward Vermont 4A.  Turn right onto US-4 BUS

E.  Turn left onto Main St.  The restaurant will be on the

left in the Westway Mall shopping center.

_______________________________________________

ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS

9:00 - 10:00 a.m. Board of Assistants Meeting

10:00 - 10:30 a.m. Social Reception

10:30 - 11:30 a.m. Business Meeting

11:30 -  Noon Program   

12  Noon Luncheon

1:30 p.m. Board of Assistants Meeting

Our meal will be a buffet with grilled barbecued chicken

and vegetable lasagna, with two sides, and apple crisp for

dessert with assorted beverages.

Please use form on page 5 for reservations. 

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR THE MEETING

The Comfort Inn at Trolley Square, Rutland, VT (1-800-

432-6788 or 1-802-775-2200) has accommodations for

Friday and Saturday, October 24 and 25.  When making

reservations there, mention that you want the Vermont

Mayflower Society member special rate.
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Governor Kathy Barrett opened the meeting at 10:45 a.m. by

welcoming everyone to the meeting. Elise Roessler gave the

invocation. The flag salute was led by Pat Dewitt and the

Mayflower Compact was read by Charles Walters. 

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the October 26, 2013, meeting were approved

as published in the Green Mountain Pilgrim.

REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES:

Governor:  Governor Barrett reported that the New England

Governors meeting will be in South Portland, Maine, on August

1 and she will be attending. 

Governor Barrett also reported on the General Board of

Assistants’ conference calls. Items discussed were the historian

and historian general changes and the Mayflower Quarterly

(two editions will be membership and two will be on genealogy

and it will be available on line).

Treasurer: Cindy Roberts presented the treasurer’s report (filed

with these minutes). She noted the largest expenses were

General Society assessment, printing of the Pilgrim and the

membership book, and postage.  Currently, there are 41 mem-

bers with outstanding dues for this year. Total membership is

605.

Historian: Sharon Matyas reported that there were 13 new

members with five applications currently in Plymouth.  She

also reported that there are some proposed changes on how

applications are reviewed in Plymouth which will make it more

difficult for approvals.  She announced that she would continue

one more term as historian.

Juniors: Sharon Matyas stated that there were five new juniors.

She announced that Nancy West and Karen Carrera will be tak-

ing over the junior program in October. Menzer Doud thanked

Sharon for all the work she had done with the juniors. 

Nominating Committee:  Governor Barrett reported a

Nominating Committee consisting of herself, Carolyn Adams,

Charles Walters, Michael Dwyer, and Betsy Isham had been

appointed. The entire slate of officers and two assistant’s posi-

tions are up for re-election this year. 

Scholarship Committee: Pat Dewitt reported that there had

been one applicant for the scholarship this year.  The applicant

is attending the University of St. Andrews in Scotland in the

master’s program in medieval history.

Pat also reported that the Board of Assistants had approved

increasing the scholarship in 2015 to $500 for one person.

MOTION by Randy Roberts, SECOND by Carolyn Adams, to

increase the scholarship to $500 in 2015 for one person.

VOTING: all in favor, motion carried.

History Expo: Peg Sherlock reported that the 2014 History

Expo had been held in Tunbridge on June 21 and 22. There was

interest from those attending in the Mayflower Society and she

felt it was worthwhile for us to be there.  There had been

requests from other genealogical societies for reciprocal links

on websites. 

Green Mountain Pilgrim: Bonne Bartlett stated that an e-mail

distribution list was being established for e-mailing of The

Pilgrim. It will also be available on a secure member’s website. 

Membership Book: Bonnie Bartlett stated that she would look

into having the membership directory  be available via e-mail

and so that fewer copies would be printed. 

OLD BUSINESS: Governor Barrett mentioned that there were

currently two openings for delegates to the General Society

Congress in Plymouth this September.

NEW BUSINESS: The next meeting will be October 25, 2014.

ROLL CALL:

John Alden  15 Issac Allerton  4 John Billington  0

William Bradford  5 William Brewster  7 Peter Brown  0

James Chilton  2 Francis Cooke  6 Edward Doty  6

Francis Eaton  1 Elizabeth Fisher  0 Moses Fletcher  0

Edward Fuller  7 Samuel Fuller  0 Stephen Hopkins  6

John Howland  12 Joan Hurst  10 Richard More  0

Priscilla Mullins 5 William Mullins  10 Mary Norris  1

Degory Priest  1 Thomas Rogers  5 Henry Samson  1

George Soule  5 Myles Standish  3 John Tilley  10

Richard  Warren 18 William White  2 Edward Winslow  0

BENEDICTION: A benediction was given by Elise Roessler.

ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

-Ann M Gray, Recording Secretary

MINUTES OF 88TH SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING

SATURDAY, JUNE 28, 2014

MASONIC TEMPLE, WILLIAMSTOWN, VERMONT
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ELECTIONS

The nominating committee has submitted the following

slate for election at the Annual Meeting in October.

Members of the committee are Chair Kathy Barrett,

Carolyn Adams, Betsy Isham, and Charles Walters.

Governor Randy Roberts

Deputy Governor Ann Gray

Secretary Jeanne Kennedy

Treasurer Cindy Roberts

Historian Sharon Matyas

Elder Rev. Donald Pepper

Surgeon Peg Sherlock, 

RN, MSN, FNP-BC

Captain Patricia Dewitt

Counselor Carolyn Adams, Esq.

Assistants

to October 2017 Bonnie Bartlett

Alan Cheever

Completion of Jeanne Kennedy’s Term 

to October 2016 Donna Reay

NOTE:  Our by-laws do not allow nominations from the

floor.  Additional nominations can be made only by sub-

mitting (before the meeting) to the Recording Secretary, a

nomination in writing signed by five members.

A FEW WORDS ABOUT DUES

There are still several members who have not paid their

2014 dues. The first notice was last fall’s Green Mountain

Pilgrim and a reminder notice has been sent to those who

did not pay at that time. In this copy of the Green

Mountain Pilgrim to our members, we are enclosing an

envelope with your mailing label attached which states

your Paid Through Date. If it reads “Paid Through

2013” you will be dropped at the end of this year (2014)

with your file noted as not in good standing. If you wish

to not continue as a member, but want to remain in “good

standing”, it is recommended to pay the 2014 dues and

send a letter of resignation. Your file will then be marked

as resigned in good standing. If you are considering not

renewing your membership for 2015, we would appreci-

ate knowing before 12/31/2014.  Remember the Society is

charged by the General Society for the number of mem-

bers on that date.

The dues are still $32 for one year or $145 for five (5)

years. With the receipt of this Green Mountain Pilgrim,

you have your first notice that 2015 dues are due. Please

use the enclosed envelope to submit your check or money

order made payable to: Vermont Society of Mayflower

Descendants. Why not pay a membership for a relative or

a friend, and give it as a Christmas present?

HISTORIAN’S REPORT

August,  2014

WELCOME: to these new members to our Society.   Six

people have joined our Vermont Mayflower Society since

the May issue of the Green Mountain Pilgrim. .

Daniel S. Bacon VT # 1735 GEN  86,944

Clinton, NY 11 - Richard Warren

Seth M. Hopkins VT # 1736 GEN  87,091

Brandon, VT 12 - Priscilla Mullins

Eric A. Allen VT # 1737 GEN 87,155

Rutland, VT 13 - William White

Linda Laundry VT # 1738 GEN 87,156

Bradford, VT 12 - Edward Fuller

James A. Watson VT # 1739 GEN 87,219

Newman, GA 12 - Richard Warren

Theodore Barkley VT # 1740 GEN 87,220

Valley Center, CA 12 - John Howland

Supplements:

Lisa Ann Bruce                                

12 - Francis Cook

12 - Richard Warren                                       

-Sharon Matyas, Historian, —(samatyas@aol.com)

GENERAL FUND CONTRIBUTIONS

April 20, 2014 - August 14, 2014

Name Donation Note

Jean Beaty

Nelson Claflin

Bonnie Bartlett In memory of Helen Bowen

Kathy Barrett

Sharon Matyas

“SOFT COPY” OF THE PILGRIM

The Board of Assistants has approved the e-mailing of the

Green Mountain Pilgrim to any member who requests it

instead of the usual USPS mailing.  If you are interested,

please provide a current and valid e-mail address to

Bonnie Bartlett —(brbartlett@myfairpoint.net).
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JUNIOR GREEN MOUNTAIN PILGRIMS

Well, time has come for me to pass the Junior Green Mountain Pilgrim program along to someone else, and believe it or

not, two people stepped up and said, “We will do the Juniors”.  So I would like to welcome Nancy West, Chair and

Karen Carrara, Co-chair.  I am sure they will do a great job with this program.  I wasn’t able to come up with any new

ideas, but I am sure they will and it will be great.  Nancy’s address is: 316 Hempstead Road, Shrewsbury, VT 05738; 

e-mail: (benzvette@vermontel.net). Check the web site for any updates.  

Now I would like to announce our newest Junior members:

No. Name Ancestor Sponsor  Relationship

349 Jett S. Barkley John Howland Nancy Moore Grandmother

350 Klara C. Hopkins Priscilla Mullins Seth Hopkins Father

351 Agatha G. Hopkins Priscilla Mullins Seth Hopkins Father

352 Renata Z.  Hopkins Priscilla Mullins Seth Hopkins Father

We have 177 Juniors as of now, and we will be losing 18 this year. 

As usual, I would like to thank all who have and will continue to contribute to the Junior fund.  Without your support we

could not do all the things that we like to for our Juniors.   I will continue to keep an eye (only one) on you so don’t for-

get us.  Also remember we now have a scholarship program.  

So that you don’t forget, this is the usual reminder, make your junior a member of our Junior Green Mountain Pilgrims.

It is a heck of a deal for $10!  Do It NOW before it goes up to $15!  Remember these Junior members are the future of

our Society, not just our Vermont society, but the General Society also.  

I thank everyone for letting me be Junior Chair for all these years. Believe me it has been a joy and my pleasure and I

wish Nancy and Karen success.  So from now on, they will be writing this, so with all that said, I wish you all a beauti-

ful autumn and, of course, Happy Turkey day and a wonderful Holiday season.  Stay safe, and enjoy life.

- Sharon A. Matyas, Outgoing Junior Chair

HISTORIAN’S UPDATE

As of right now, I am here at my place at Cape Vincent on the St. Lawrence River, all of five miles from Lake

Ontario, well, from the Tibbetts Point Lighthouse.   It has been a beautiful summer, even in between the rain and cold

spells.  However, in ten days, I, along with Goldie and Blondie, my two ferrets,  must close this place for the long winter

and go home so I can get myself ready to go to Plymouth for Congress.  I am sure someone will tell you all about it at

the October meeting.  Now as my summer is winding down, let’s hope we have a beautiful Fall as always here in

Vermont.  This is time for the corn and other crops to come in and as we all know, our Pilgrim ancestors must have

looked forward to fresh vegetables, not the work involved but enjoyment of eating.  

Now I will tell you what I have been up to, other than trying to loaf around and do nothing which may come someday

and with my luck it will be in the middle of a blizzard at ten below!  Anyway, it has been a busy summer for me, there

are at least nine people with worksheets pending and three I haven’t answered yet.  Also we have five applications in

Plymouth,  two as new members and three supplements.   We do have 609 active members, which always goes down

because some will be dropped for non-payment of their dues.  It is not a good idea on their part as you might better

resign. 

As you know if you need help with any application or supplement, let me know and I will be happy to help you.  Just

be patient as I have many in line that I am trying to get worksheets ready for them.  Hope to see you at the October

Meeting.  FYI, I will be at the Comfort Inn in Rutland from Wednesday 10/22 through to Tuesday 10/27  or maybe

Wednesday 10/28.   So if anyone wants to stop by, call and let me know.

So to all, take care, hope to see you at the meeting, keep smiling and I wish you all many days full of wonder and

enjoyment.

- Sharon A. Matyas, Historian, samatyas@aol.com



IN MEMORIAM

Our sincerest condolences to the families of our

departed members, may they walk hand in hand with

their Mayflower Ancestors.

Margaret Shaw +14 July 2014 Member 6 years

VT 1615 Age 87 GEN 79,812

___________________________________________

Husband of member Shirley Woodward VT 1378

Gordon Woodward + 1 Apr 2014 Age 91

Mother of member Patrick Keene VT 1348

Mrs. Jerusha Keene + 4 May 2014 Age 83
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SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

The Scholarship Committee has received consistent feed-

back that the scholarship award should be raised to $500.

We hope that an increase in the award will encourage

more applications.  It is a significant amount of work to

complete the application process and we wish the award

to match the effort.  The increase will be included in the

annual budget  for next year. Application deadline is May

15 of each year. 

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE FROM 

GENERAL SOCIETY!

For the 2015-2016 academic year the GSMD is funding

one $5000 scholarship and two $2500 scholarships for

high school seniors who are Mayflower descendants.

All materials needed to apply for 2015 Mayflower

Scholarships are available for download on the GSMD

website — (www.themayflowersociety.com)

Please go to the website and click on the 2015 Mayflower

Scholarship link for more information and answers to

scholarship questions.   

Deadline for submission of the scholarship application is

March 16, 2015

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

We will be back at The Summit #104 Masonic Lodge in

Williamstown,VT for our semi-annual meeting on June

27, 2015.

Reservation Form for October 25, 2014 Luncheon and Meeting

The cost of  just the meeting to include coffee and breakfast service is $5.  The cost of the luncheon, meeting and break-

fast service will be $28.   The meal will be a buffet with grilled barbecue chicken, vegetable lasagna and two sides with

apple crisp for dessert and includes a selection of beverages.

Member Name________________________________________________________________ $28.00_______

Guest(s) Name________________________________________________________________ $28.00 _______

Member Meeting Only_________________________________________________________ $  5.00 _______

Guest(s) Name  Meeting Only____________________________________________________ $  5.00 _______
Enclosed is $_________for________ reservations.  

Contact Person:  Name, Phone Number, or  E-mail

___________________________________________________________________________________________
Please make check payable to VT Society of Mayflower Descendants and send by Saturday, October 11, 2014  to:
Cindy Roberts, Treasurer, 230 Blueberry Lane, Rutland, VT  05701-9446.

IS YOUR NUMBER HERE?

If it is, you have not won a lottery. Your dues for this year

(2014) had not been received as of August 17, 2014.

Please use the enclosed envelope to send this year’s and

next year’s dues.

707, 759, 795, 837, 967, 1243, 1270, 1325, 1332, 1333,

1380, 1395, 1452, 1462, 1473, 1503,1510, 1566, 1567,

1584, 1587, 1596, 1597, 1598, 1601, 1622, 1623, 1631,

1647, 1651, 1660,1670, 1671, 1678, 1686, 1689, 1693,

1713.
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The 2014 Scholarship Winning Essay

My Pilgrim Heritage

By Dianne LaBerge

The American Heritage Dictionary defines heritage as something that is passed down from one generation to another usual-
ly through family lines and a Pilgrim as one of the English Separatists and Puritans who settled in Plymouth Colony Massachusetts
in 1620.  In 1620 the Mayflower arrived in New England and carried two different families that my ancestry traces back to: Edward
Fuller, his wife,  and their younger son Samuel and Richard and Elizabeth Warren and their son Nathaniel.  It is easy to focus on her-
itage as being two specific people that you are biologically connected to.  I think the understanding of heritage is much broader than
that and that my Pilgrim Heritage is much broader than just being connected to the Fullers and the Warrens but extends to all the
New England Puritans. I feel especially connected to and inspired by Anne Bradstreet and Anne Hutchinson.

Anne Bradstreet married Simon Bradstreet and they both came with Puritan John Winthrop to Massachusetts.  Bradstreet
and her husband raised eight children there and she became one of the first writers of English verse in the Colonies. Her brother,
allegedly without her knowledge or permission, published Bradstreet’s first collection  “The Tenth Muse Lately Sprung Up in
America” in England in 1650.  Many of Bradstreet’s poems focus on daily life and her faith in God.  In her poem “Versus Upon the
Burning of our House” Bradstreet recounts a fire and affirms her faith in God;

I waken’d was with thund’ring noise
And piteous shrieks of dreadful voice.
That fearful sound of “fire” and “fire,”
[...]
Yet by his gift is made thine own.
There’s wealth enough; I need no more
Farewell, my pelf; farewell, my store.
The world no longer let me love;
My hope and Treasure lies above.

Bradstreet, while saddened and distressed at the loss of her house, beautifully expresses not only her faith in God, but also
her love for him and in the nonphysical gifts of faith and grace.

Anne Hutchinson’s early story is similar to Bradstreet’s.  She was born in England and came to New England following the
preacher John Cotton in 1634. Hutchinson held weekly study sessions at her home where the Bible and Cotton’s sermons were dis-
cussed.  She eventually began to teach her own beliefs to the men and women who attended.  Hutchinson is best known for her par-
ticipation in the Antinomian Controversy (1636-1638) about the “convent of grace.”  Hutchinson and her followers’ beliefs were at
odds with the Puritan clergy in the Boston area and she was eventually excommunicated and banished from the colony. She and her
followers settled in Portsmouth, eventually becoming the Colony of Rhode Island.

Anne Bradstreet wrote and expressed herself beautifully and Anne Hutchinson stood up for her beliefs and argued compe-
tently about complex theological matters in a male dominated community.  These two women inspire me in my academic and per-
sonal pursuits.  I think they are an invaluable part of my Pilgrim Heritage.

Editors Note: Diane has been invited to our October meeting to read her essay and to meet us all.

HOPE TO SEE YOU IN WEST RUTLAND


