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GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE
Greetings,
It seems that spring has arrived.  I hope folks have had a chance
to get out and enjoy the weather.

Our June meeting will be held at the Windjammer Inn and
Conference Center in Burlington, VT on the 25th of June. The
meeting space is located in the back portion of the
Windjammer.  After entering the driveway, stay to the right and
proceed around to the back.  There will be a Mayflower sign
near the entrance to our meeting space.  Breakfast muffins with
coffee, tea, and hot chocolate will be available starting at 8:30.

Our speaker will be Peggy Baker.  Her topic will be 
“Untangling Church and State in Pilgrim Times”.  Peggy is a
Director Emerita of the Pilgrim Society and Pilgrim Hall
Museum as well as a contributor to the Silver Book Series.  

At our meeting in October we elected a new member to our
Board of Assistants, Nancy West.  Nancy and her husband Jim,
live in Shrewsbury VT.  Nancy joined the VT Society in
2006.  Nancy enjoys history and is a member of VTDAR,  New
England Women,  and Founders of Hartford CT,  to name a
few.  Welcome NANCY!

Respectfully,
Randy Roberts, Governor

VERMONT HISTORY EXPO

The Vermont History Expo will be held at the beautiful
Tunbridge Fairgrounds on June 18 & 19, 2016 from 10-5. This
is History’s Country Fair hosted by the Vermont Historical
Society and the Vermont Mayflower Society will again have a
presence with a booth. This is an opportunity to meet with inter-
ested people and to answer questions about our Society, as well
as visit the Expo and learn about many genealogical and local
historical groups. This year’s theme is “H2O: The Power of
Water in Vermont History”.

Our booth needs to be staffed both days so if you are interested
in helping out, please let me know. We are allowed four compli-
mentary passes per day. Sunday morning there is a breakfast
reception for exhibitors at 8:30 am. 

Contact Peg Sherlock at peggysherlock@gmail.com or 802-889-
3355.

90 TH SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING

Saturday, 25 June 2016

Windjammer Inn and Conference Center

1076 Williston Road

So. Burlington, Vermont 

Directions:

Vermont Interstate 89, Exit 14 East, left at 3rd light.  Follow this
road all the way to the end around the buildings to the back.
Conference Center entrance is in the back.  There will be
Vermont Mayflower signs near the entrance to our meeting area.
It is a ground level entrance.  

ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS

19:00 - 10:00 a.m. Board of Assistants Meeting
10:00 - 10:30 a.m. Social Reception
10:30 - 11:30 a.m. Business Meeting
11:30 -  Noon Speaker - Peggy Baker

Topic:   “Untangling Church and
State in Pilgrim Times”

12 Noon Luncheon

The luncheon is a buffet with wrap sandwiches (Roast Turkey
and Tuna Salad), garden or potato salad, chips, and assorted soft
drinks, water, coffee and tea.  Dessert will be cookies or brownies.

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR THE MEETING

There are many motels / hotels in the Burlington area to choose from.

A FEW WORDS ABOUT DUES

There are still about 65 Annual members who have not paid their
2016 dues. The dues are still $32 for one year or $145 for five (5)
years. Dues were due by December 31, 2015 for the year 2016.
Please check your mailing label. If it  reads “Paid through 2015” you
are in arrears and owe $32. Please make your check or money order
out to Vermont Society of Mayflower Descendants and mail to
Cynthia Roberts, Treasurer, 230 Blueberry Lane, Rutland, VT
05701.
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History Expo. Peg Sherlock announced that there will be a
History Expo June 18 & 19, 2016.  Please let her know if you are
interested in working at the booth located in Tunbridge, VT.

General Board of Assistants Meeting: Randy and Kathy attend-
ed the meeting scheduled in Connecticut this past September.  This
fall’s meeting was done differently than in the past by providing
training the first day.   Training topics included Strategic Planning,
and Historian meetings.  
The Strategic Planning meeting discussed upcoming plans for
2020.  New projects and ideas are being considered such as a coin
(possibly for mint) and a US postage stamp.  
The Historian Meeting was very complicated and the process cur-
rently in place is very complex.   Randy now appreciates what
Sharon goes through when submitting paperwork to Plymouth and
he thanked her for all her hard work.

1620 Club: There is a 1620 club that has been established by the
GSMD.   If you would like to donate and join the club it would be
$ 1,620.00.    So far $63,000.00 has been raised.  

Books: There are additional editions and revised publications
going to press within the next 6-12 months.  Those editions are:
Eaton, Sarah Alden and Billington.  Revised Publications are
Hopkins, Alden, Soule and Brown.   

Recognition: Cindy received a recognition award from the
GSMD for serving as Vermont’s Treasurer, on our Board of
Assistants, as our webmaster, and as a national delegate during the
September meeting.   

Nominating Committee: 

The Nominating Committee consisted of Carolyn Adams, Winkie
Roessler and Randy Roberts.  The nominees are Carol Schwenk
and Nancy West for the terms ending 2018.  A motion was made
by Sharon Matyas and SECONDED by Kathy Barrett.  MOTION
passed.

Old Business:  None

ROLL CALL:

John Alden 18 Isaac Allert 7 John Billington 3
William Bradford 3 William Brewster 7 Peter Brown 1
James Chilton 0 Francis Cooke 16 Edward Doty 2
Francis Eaton 1 Elizabeth Fisher 0 Moses Fletcher 0
Edward Fuller 10 Samuel  Fuller 0 Stephen Hopkins 6
John Howland 12 Joan Hurst 8 Richard More 0
William Mullins 10 Priscilla Mullins 3 Mary Norris 

Allerton 3
Degory Priest 4 Thomas Rogers 5 Henry Samson 1
George Soule 7 Myles Standish 3 John Tilley              10
Richard Warren 16 William White 5 Edward Winslow 0

BENEDICTION: The benediction was given by Elise Roessler.

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 10:58 a.m.  

Respectfully submitted,
-Jeanne H. Kennedy, Recording Secretary

Governor Randy Roberts opened the meeting at 10:09 a.m. by giv-
ing a warm welcome to all the newest members attending their first
meeting.   Elise Roessler gave the invocation, the flag salute was
led by Pat DeWitt and the Mayflower Compact was read by Seth
Hopkins.   

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Meeting minutes from the June 27, 2015 meeting were approved as
published in the Green Mountain Pilgram.  A motion was made by
Tim Leno and carried.  Randy Roberts and Jeanne Kennedy pre-
sented Virginia Howard an award for a Vermont member who has
dedicated 56 years of membership including numerous years serv-
ing on the Board of Assistants.   Randy read a letter written by Lea
Filson thanking Virginia for all of her years of service. 

REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES:

Auditor/Treasurer:  Cindy Roberts gave the treasurers report in
detail explaining each page and column.  Kathy Barret audited the
books making sure no deception occurred.   Cindy also reminded
everyone that membership dues were due by December 31.  Cindy
presented the 2016 Budget for consideration.  A new expense item
this year is a stipend line that would help with the cost of attending
the General Board of Assistants meeting that is held every year.
Randy proposed creating a reimbursement account just for the pur-
pose of this conference.   A MOTION was made by Menzer Doud
and SECONDED by Kathy Barrett.  Motion carried.

Historian:  Sharon Matyas reported three supplements have been
approved.  Currently there are eight applications in Plymouth to
date and many other applications are in various stages for comple-
tion.  Also this year from January until now, Sharon has received
more requests to join than any other time in the past few years.  In
the last four months we lost Edward C. Brewster who had been a
member for 45 years and George Chaffee a member for the past
eight years resigned due to health reasons.   

Juniors: Nancy West and Karen Carrara reported  two new mem-
bers since June.  Both feel that it would be important to reinstate
the contest again to see if they would get additional responses.
Presently there are 161 members.  

COMMITTEES

Scholarship Committee: Pat DeWitt announced that Jonathan
Giffin was the newest scholarship recipient for 2015.  His pilgrim
ancestor is Degory Priest. 

Finance Committee: Menzer Doud announced that there is more
money in reserve than in previous years. By receiving donations
we continue to increase the reserve.  Menzer recapped when the
Finance Committee was formed there was a deficit. And because
of the member’s generosity it has allowed the budget to accrue
increasing the account.    

New Business:   

MINUTES OF EIGHTY-NINETH ANNUAL MEETING

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2015 

QUECHEE COUNTRY CLUB, QUECHEE, VERMONT
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HISTORIAN’S REPORT

WELCOME  to these new members of our Society.   We have
had seven people join our Vermont Mayflower Society since the
February 2016 issue of the Green Mountain Pilgrim.

Patricia A. Malone VT  # 1772 GEN 89,375

So. Hero,  VT 11 - John Alden

Grace W. Knight VT # 1773 GEN 89,505

Perkinsville,  VT 12 - Stephen Hopkins

John E. Allen, Jr. VT # 1774 GEN 89,518

Brattleboro,  VT 12 - William Brewster

Shirley Gee Giffin VT # 1775 GEN 89,630

Rutland, VT 11 - John Alden

Susan L. Earle VT # 1776 GEN 89,650

East Hardwick, VT 10 - Henry Samson

Charlene Patch VT # 1777 GEN 89,723

Pittsford, VT 11 - William White

Katherine M. Lord VT # 1778 GEN 89,732

Shorewood, WI 12 - Thomas Rogers

Supplements:

Janet Kral

13 - James Chilton
12 - Richard Warren

-Sharon Matyas, Historian - samatyas@aol.com

DONATIONS TO THE VERMONT GENERAL FUND

Name Donation Notes
Matyas, Sharon
Peterson, Marny In memory of Marion S. Chester

Contributions are appreciated to support our General Fund,
Junior Program and Scholarship Fund.  Please make checks out
to: Vermont Society of Mayflower Descendants and mail to
Cynthia Roberts,  230 Blueberry Lane, Rutland, VT  05701.
State in the memo section which fund you wish to donate to.

MISSING ADDRESSES

We have several members without current addresses in our
files. If you can help with an address or a contact (relative or
friend) please send the info to Cindy Roberts, 
230 Blueberry Lane, Rutland, VT 05701.

Paul A. W. Armstrong VT L1054
Krista Jacobs       VT L1027
Candice L Nisen    VT L1196
Elizabeth Bailey Pratten VT L1139
David J. Sherburne   VT L682
Kimball W. Small    VT L1126

PROGRAM PRESENTED AT THE OCTOBER 2015 MEETING

Randy introduced an Interpreter from Plimoth Plantation, Priscilla Alden (Mullins), who talked about the experiences faced during
the voyage from Netherlands to America.  During the many days out to sea there were many storms and turbulent weather.  Living
down in the hull of the boat was dark, crowded, and dirty throughout the living quarters.  Food was rationed and sickness became a
daily occurrence most commonly sea sickness and scurvy.  

Once the pilgrims arrived to Cape Cod the men explored and found a place where they could settle down.  One of the first things
everyone needed to do in the New Plimoth was to build a place that would provide protection, water, and a dry place to live from the
elements of the weather, animals and Indians.  

A couple of homes were built that first year for all of the pilgrims.  The first year was extremely harsh and about 50 people had sur-
vived that first winter.  As the years continued, relationships with Indians became friendlier and the pilgrims were learning many sur-
vival skills from the different tribes.  Marriages were becoming frequent and the magistrate held the civil unions.   The Sabbath
remained very sacred amongst everyone.  The Fortune arrived in 1624 that brought some relief with new passengers and additional
family members who had been left behind when the Mayflower set out to sea.    By this time the plantation had 6-7 homes built and
approximately 30 members.    Because the Fortune passengers had a different perspective on religious beliefs it created some friction
amongst the pilgrims.  Through many trials and tribulations the pilgrims were able to problem solve and overcome many difficult
obstacles throughout the generations.   

-Jeanne H. Kennedy, Recording Secretary
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JUNIOR GREEN MOUNTAIN PILGRIMS

JUNIOR GREEN MOUNTAIN PILGRIMS and Sponsors:    Greetings!! 

Since the last report, we enrolled two new Juniors; we now have 160 Juniors.  Sponsors:   A reminder—the cost for this membership
is a one-time charge of only $10, up until age 18, when they are eligible to become regular Society members.  The new enrollees are:

No. Name Ancestor Sponsor Relationship

367 Willow Irene Rushalko George Soule Mary Burleigh Grandmother

368 Inora young Rushalko George Soule Mary Burleigh Grandmother  

Our 2016 Junior’s contest was a success!!!   Congratulations and GOOD JOB!!!   The winners are:     

Division 1: ages 5-7
First place $40.00: Solomon Whitcomb 
Second place $30.00: Agatha G. Hopkins
Third place $20.00: Tula May Morin

Division 2: ages 8–13 
First place $40.00: Elizabeth Adorno
Second place $30.00: Klara C. Hopkins
Third place $20.00: Makenna Cannon

Divison 3: ages 14-17 there were no entries.

Out of 148 entries mailed out, we received 21 replies and are pleased you entered!!!  We awarded the other 15 entrants ‘honorable
mention’ and they received $10.00, to thank them for entering.  We hope to have even more entries next year.

We would like to hear from you!!   

Juniors are sent birthday cards and other mailings throughout the year.  Our e-mail contacts are 

Nancy West:   benzvette@vermontel.net or Karen Carrara: gramkarenc@aol.com.  

For your convenience, please copy this enrollment form: 

Name of child__________________________________________________  Birthdate ________________

ANCESTOR:___________________________________________________________________________

Parent’s Name and Address
______________________________________________________________________________________

YOUR Name and Address and Relationship to child:  __________________________________________________________ so we
may thank you for being a sponsor.    Please include (1) a copy of the child’s birth certificate and (2)  enrollment fee of $10, with the
check made out to:  Vermont Mayflower Society and send to:   Nancy West, 316 Hempstead Rd., Shrewsbury, VT 05738.

It is a pleasure to be part of the Vermont Society and serve as co-chairs for this important program.

-Nancy West and Karen Carrara, Junior Co-chairs
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HISTORIAN’S REPORT

April 2016

The other day, was a beautiful day, bright sunny and even got up to
almost 65…..at last, Spring!!!  The only thing I forgot was this day
was April 1st, yup April Fool’s day   Boy, did Mother Nature have her
usual laugh!!  She waited about 24 hours and then the snow (that we
all could have used a month or two ago) started and 9” later it finally
stopped!!  Now the crocus were gone, the daffodils drooping and the
weather was dreary and cold.  However, now in the middle of April,
weather has warmed some and I hope it stays and I am sure you all
agree with me.

As of now, I along with my friend, Joan, who used to travel with me a
few years ago, are getting ready to take my annual Pilgrimage through
the state.  When I first started this trek back in 2003, Joan was with
me then and for the next eight years.  We are looking forward to see-
ing everyone.  When I return, I will soon be off to Plymouth, then
camp on the St. Lawrence River along with my little Blondie, yup, the
7 ½ yr old ferret.  

We now have 612 members as of right now.  And we have six applica-
tions in Plymouth, including two supplements.  We also have some
applications ready to be signed, as well as others in various stages of
completion. I owe a few applicants an apology for not getting back to
them about what else is needed or whatever,  but this year has been
one of the busiest I can remember in my 18+ years.  I bet I have sent
out about 10 worksheets in the past month and still have about 15 files
on my table to be checked over.  At six hours a day usually, seven
days a week, and I still cannot get caught up, or even close!!

As you know if you need help with any application or supplement, let
me know and I will be happy to help you.  Hope to see you at the June
Meeting.  As I said before in this report, the week I wrote this, Joan
Miller and I were getting ready to travel, holding the open houses and
having a great time.  Sure, it hasn’t happen yet, but I am sure we had a
great time, and for that, we thank you!!  

I wish you all a Happy Spring, now that it is here (I hope!!) and will
see you all in June!!  So until then, I remain
Your Traveling Historian

Now to all, take care, keep smiling and I wish you all many days full
of wonder!!!
-Sharon A. Matyas, Historian - e-mail – samatyas@aol.com -
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~vtsmd/index.html

Reservation Form for  June 25, 2016 Luncheon and Meeting

The cost of just the meeting to include coffee and pastries is $5.  The cost of the luncheon, meeting and coffee and pastries will be
$30.  The luncheon buffet will include wrap sandwiches (Roast Turkey or Tuna Salad), garden or potato salad, chips and assorted
soft drinks, water, coffee and tea.  Dessert will be cookies or brownies.
 
Member Name _________________________________________________________________ $30.00 ______

Guest(s) Name _________________________________________________________________ $30.00 ______

Member Meeting Only __________________________________________________________ $  5.00 ______

Guest(s) Meeting Only __________________________________________________________  $  5.00 ______

Enclosed is $ ________ for ______ reservations.
Contact Person:  Name, Phone Number, or e-mail___________________________________________________
Please make check payable to VT Society of Mayflower Descendants and send by Saturday, June 18, 2016

to:  Cynthia Roberts, Treasurer, 230 Blueberry Lane, Rutland, VT  05701-944

IN MEMORIAM

Our sincerest condolences to the families of our departed
members, may they walk hand in hand with their Mayflower
Ancestors.

Shirley Gee Giffin + 20 March 2016 Member  3 Days
VT 1775 Age 85 GEN 89,630

Shirley was the mother of Member Thomas Giffin, and
mother in law to member Barbara Giffin.  This was to be a
May birthday present.  Even though she did not make it to
May, she was told that she was a member of the Vermont
Mayflower Society. 

Wife of Board Member Alan Cheever VT 1705
Margaret A. Cheever +13 April 2016 Age 66 

“SOFT COPY” OF THE PILGRIM

We would be happy to send you the Green Mountain Pilgrim
soft copy instead of the usual USPS mailing.  This
would cut down on postage cost and copies printed for the
Society.  If you are interested, please provide a current and
valid e-mail address to Bonnie Bartlett -  brbartlett@myfair-
point.net.
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NEW LOOK FOR THE MAYFLOWER QUARTERLY

The Quarterly has a new name, a new look and a new editor. The Mayflower Quarterly Magazine will be
delivered to your home mail box four times a year and will be available to view online in the members-only
section of the GSMD website. It will be a larger format, consist of 16 pages, with full-color pictures and con-
tain Society news and business only. Governor General Lea Sinclair Filson has appointed Secretary General
Susan E. Roser the new Editor.

NEW PUBLICATION MAYFLOWER JOURNAL

GSMD is publishing a new genealogical journal, Mayflower Journal. This publication will contain 96 pages of
black and white text and will be published twice a year, May and October. The Journal will be offered by mail
to GSMD members at the member subscription rate of $15.00 and/ or a free electronic version will be avail-
able for members online. Subscriptions to the general public will be sold at an introductory price of $25.00
annually. The Journal will feature well documented articles on Pilgrim genealogy and history, including occa-
sional issues focused on presentations of a conference or exhibition of special interest to Society members and
the general public. For subscription details please visit www.TheMayflowerSociety.org

HOPE TO SEE YOU IN 

SO. BURLINGTON 


