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GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE
As I write this final message as your Governor two words keep
coming to mind:   THANK YOU!  Thank you for the opportunity
to serve you as your Governor.  It has been an interesting, challeng-
ing, and rewarding three years.  I appreciate the fact that so many
of you, the members, make an effort to join us at our two meetings
a year.  Without your participation we would not be much of a soci-
ety. Thank you also to the Officers and Board of Assistants.
Without your selfless dedication this society could not function.
When you see one of the Officers or Board Members, please thank
them for their service.  Remember they are all volunteers.

And finally, we should all thank our Pilgrim Ancestors.  For with-
out their courage and determination we would probably not be here
today.

I wish all of you the very best; it has been a pleasure and my privi-
lege to serve.

Respectfully, Randy Roberts, Governor

APPOINTMENT OF NEW PILGRIM EDITOR

At the June 24th meeting held in Randolph, Vermont, the Governor
and Board of Assistants enthusiastically approved Ann Gray as the
new editor of The Green Mountain Pilgrim.   After many years with
Betsy Isham as editor and Bonnie Bartlett assisting, they have
decided to retire from their editorial duties.  Ann graciously volun-
teered to take on this vital role. All of the officers and board mem-
bers offer their sincere thanks to both Betsy and Bonnie for the out-
standing job they have done!!

A FEW WORDS ABOUT DUES
There are still several members who have not paid their 2017 dues.
The first notice was in last fall’s Green Mountain Pilgrim and a
reminder notice has been sent to those who did not pay at that
time.  In this copy of the Green Mountain Pilgrim to our members,
we are enclosing an envelope with your mailing label attached
which states your Paid-Through Date.  If it reads “Paid Through
2016” you will be dropped at the end of this year (2017) with your
file noted as not in good standing. If you wish to not continue as a
member, but want to remain in “good standing”, it is recommended
to pay the 2017 dues and send a letter of resignation. Your file will
then be marked as resigned in good standing. If you are considering
not renewing your membership for 2018, we would appreciate
knowing before 12/31/2017. Remember, the Society is charged by
the General Society for the number of members on that date. The
dues are still $32 for one year or $145 for five (5) years. With the
receipt of this Green Mountain Pilgrim, you have your first notice
that 2018 dues are due. Please submit your check or money order
made payable to: Vermont Society of Mayflower Descendants to
Cynthia Roberts, Treasurer, 230 Blueberry Lane, Rutland, VT
05701. And, why not pay a membership for a relative or a friend
and give it as a Christmas present?  

91st ANNUAL MEETING
Saturday, 28 October 2017
Quechee Country Club

Directions: In East Central Vermont, take Exit #1 off I-89. At
the end of the ramp, turn left onto Route 4 west and travel
approximately 4.2 miles. You will pass over the Quechee Gorge.
At the flashing yellow light (four way intersection), turn right
onto Waterman Hill, proceed down the hill and through the cov-
ered bridge. Turn left onto Main Street, travel one mile to the
Quechee Clubhouse (on left), bearing left at the fork in the road.
Ample parking is available across the road from the Clubhouse.
The Clubhouse is a large RED building. If there is a need to drop
off by the entrance, there is a drop off zone available at the
entrance. 

If you are coming from the west, you would take Route 4 East
until you reach the flashing yellow light at the four way intersec-
tion in Quechee, turn left at Waterman Hill, and then follow the
directions above. 

ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS

The agenda:

9:00am to 10:00am                            Board of Assistants Meeting

10:00am to 10:30am                                             Social Reception

10:30am to 11:30am                                           Business Meeting

11:30am to Noon                                 Guest Speaker Susan Roser 
Susan is currently Secretary General of the Mayflower
Society, The Deputy Governor General of the Canadian
Mayflower Society, and the governor of the Pilgrim
Isaac Allerton Society

Noon Luncheon (see reservation form for menu)

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR THE MEETING
The Comfort Inn at Trolley Square, Rutland, VT (802-775-2200)
has accommodations. When making reservations, mention that
you want the Vermont Mayflower Society member special rate. 
Historian Sharon Matyas will be at the Comfort Inn in Rutland
from October 26th (Thursday) through October 31 am (Tuesday)
when she must return home before the snow falls!!  Anyone
wanting to meet, call her there or e-mail her anytime.
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Nominating Committee:  Carolyn Adams, Kathy Barrett, Michael
Dwyer, Jeanne Kennedy and Randy Roberts will be on the commit-
tee for selection of new Board of Assistants members for the upcom-
ing meeting in October

Certification of Merit:  Randy Roberts presented Sharon Matyas
with a “Certificate of Recognition and Merit” for twenty years of
service as the Vermont Historian and her milestone achievement of
600 Vermont Society application approvals.  Congratulations
Sharron!!!!

ROLL CALL:

John Alden  17                                       Elizabeth (Fisher) Hopkins  0
Isaac Allerton  1                                                       John Howland  10
Mary (Norris) Allerton  1                                           Richard More  0
John Billington  1                                                 William Mullins  12
William Bradford  8                                               Priscilla Mullins  6
William Brewster  5                                                    Degory Priest  3
Peter Brown  0                                                         Thomas Rogers  4
James Chilton  3                                                        Henry Samson  3
Francis Cooke  5                                                         George Soule  5
Edward Doty  4                                                        Myles Standish  5
Francis Eaton  1                                                              John Tilley  7
Moses Fletcher  0                                               Joan (Hurst) Tilley  8
Edward Fuller  8                                                    Richard Warren  13
Samuel Fuller  2                                                        William White  4
Stephen Hopkins  6                                               Edward Winslow  0

BENEDICTION: The benediction was given by Elise Roessler.

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 a.m.

Program: Our guest speaker, Jim Baker from Massachusetts pre-
sented a slide show entitled “Pilgrims Portrayed:  Depicting the
Mayflower Passengers”.  The visual interpretations we see through
art depicting pictures of the pilgrims continues to remain a puzzle.
We form our own imagination and opinions based on visual inter-
pretations as they are presented to us. Researchers are now recogniz-
ing that there is actual written documentation from pilgrims’ diaries
which helps us understand that what we have been visually exposed
to may not truly depict the correct version. The diaries are being
read and utilized for accurate information. 

As we approach 2020 this may be a good time to focus on not what
the pilgrims signify through visualization but instead focus on the
pilgrims seeking a new life, creating a new beginning and how it has
shaped our nation.   

Respectfully submitted,

Jeanne H. Kennedy 
Recording Secretary

Governor Randy Roberts opened the meeting at 10:40 a.m. by
giving a warm welcome to all the new members.  Elise Roessler
gave the invocation, the flag salute was led by Pat DeWitt and
the Mayflower Compact was read by Menzer Doud. 

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:

Meeting minutes from the October 22, 2016 meeting were
approved as published in the Green Mountain Pilgrim.  A
motion was made and seconded to accept as published.

REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES:

Treasurer: Cindy Roberts reported that the largest
expense to date is the assessment from the General
Society, printing of two Pilgrim newsletters, postage and
envelopes for all items. Annual dues and donations con-
tinue to be the largest item of income.  We are slightly
below budget but there are three more months to collect.
Historian: Sharon Matyas announced we have 15 new mem-
bers since last October along with a few supplements approved.
She continues to have a desk full of files she is diligently work-
ing on. 

Sadly, we have lost a member this past March, Alice Alger
Adams who was 96 years old.  Alice had been a member for
over 16 years and the mother of one of our members Charlotte
Adams.  

Juniors: Nancy West and Karen Carrara reported two new
Junior members who reside in San Francisco.  Two juniors
attended our June meeting Caleb and Ella Roberts who are
sponsored by Randy and Cindy Roberts.    The current enroll-
ment is now 158 with nine members who turn 18 this year.  

History Expo: Peg Sherlock reported that the History Expo
has been suspended indefinitely due to high expenses and low
turnout.   They are exploring some ideas to plan talks at other
historical events. 

Scholarship Committee:  Pat stated that to date there are
no applicants.  The scholarship money remains at $500.00
and new ideas will be brought forth from the committee at
our October meeting to see if we can generate more inter-
est in members who want to continue on with their educa-
tion.     
NEW BUSINESS:

Congress Meeting:   If you are interested in becoming a delegate
at the Sept. meeting, let Sharon Matyas know.  The meeting is
located in Plymouth, MA, Sept. 11-13, 2017.  Sharon has reserved
rooms at the Bradford Inn at a discount rate.

MINUTES OF 91st SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING
SATURDAY, JUNE 24, 2017

Our Lady of the Angels Catholic Church, Randolph, VT
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HISTORIAN’S REPORT

Hello to our three new members since the last Green Mountain
Pilgrim.

Marilyn Glidden Almeida  VT 1801  GN 91395
13 William Brewster

Rosalie Young Pratt  VT 1802  GN 91689
12 William White

James K. Markle – VT 1803  GN 91887
12  John Alden

Supplements:
Grace W. Knight - VT 1773 – 13 – James Chilton
Frances Hopkins – VT 710 – 11- Degory Priest

I would like to know if anyone is willing to either be my assis-
tant with the idea of taking over my job as Historian?  I am get-
ting to that "age" where I should train someone or just plain
give it to someone!!!  Let me know.

Sharon Matyas, Historian

HISTORIAN’S UPDATE

Here it is almost the end of my usual summer vacation here in
Cape Vincent. Watching the ships and all.  It has been a great
summer.  Was not as hot as some years, however, with the little
breeze off the St. Lawrence River, it was just beautiful here!!
Blondie (my eight year old ferret) and I have been working
hard sending out worksheets etc. as well as applications to
Plymouth. Blondie doesn’t do much but is still going strong so
far even though she is blind and has problems walking.
Anyway, as of now, there are a couple of applications in
Plymouth awaiting approval as well as a couple of supplements.
Also the wait time seemed to have gotten better and now I
think it has fallen back to about three months.  Too bad it can-
not be cut down more.  I will be there for Congress a few days
in September so will report on the meetings in the October
meeting.  If any of the prospective members are coming to the
meeting, I will take your information and papers then if you
want.  It is entirely up to you, of course.  Now, I would like
very much to see a lot of people at the October meeting in
Quechee. See you all at the meeting and remember that our
speaker will be Susan Roser, who will be the new Historian
General. She is also someone I have known for all the years I
have been in the Society. 

See you SOON. Til then, I remain, Sharon Matyas, Historian,
e-mail - samatyas@aol.com    cell - 315-378-7706

Governor Randy Roberts presents an award of recognition and
achievement from Governor General Lea Filson to Historian
Sharon Matyas for her 20 years of service as Vermont Historian
and to commemorate her 600th Vermont member approval.

2018 VERMONT MAYFLOWER SOCIETY 
SCHOLARSHIP

An early reminder for next year
Award $500

Deadline May 31, 2018 

Reminders: The Vermont Society Mayflower Descendants
Scholarship is to assist any post secondary college education,
professional or vocational education.  

You don’t have to be a high school graduate or college fresh-
man or in college! 

Applicants may be a regular member for two years attending
any post secondary education, OR

Former juniors as long as they were a junior member for
three years regardless of their age now.

Extended deadline to accommodate college final exams --
May 31 of each year

The application and criteria may be found on the Vermont
Society Web site.
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~vtsmd/index.html

Contact Pat DeWitt, patadewitt@gmail.com; 802 222-4065
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BYLAWS CHANGE

Notice is herein given that at the October 2017 meeting in Quechee, the Vermont Society will consider the following amendment to its by-
laws:

Article VII, Funds, current text:
“The Life membership fee, all donations and legacies unless otherwise specified by donor, shall be put into a Permanent Fund, together with
such other sums as the Board of Assistants may appropriate for that purpose. None of the principal of the Permanent Fund shall be expended
for any purpose until a resolution authorizing such expenditure shall have been proposed and adopted by the Society in the same form and
manner as an amendment to the Constitution.” 

Article VII, Funds, proposed amendment [changes in bold]:
“All donations and legacies unless otherwise specified by donor, and one-half of the total Life Membership fee, shall be put into a
Permanent Fund, together with such other sums as the Board of Assistants may appropriate for that purpose. None of the principal of the
Permanent Fund shall be expended for any purpose until a resolution authorizing such expenditure shall have been proposed and adopted by
the Society in the same form and manner as an amendment to the Constitution.  The other half of the Life Membership fee shall be put
into the General Fund.”

Further notice is herein given that at the October 2017 meeting in Quechee, the Vermont Society will consider the following amendment to
its constitution:

Article III, Membership, Section 3, current text:
“Any person whose lineage is approved by the Historian General is eligible for Life Membership with no age restrictions, life 
members under age 18 may not vote or hold office.”

Article III, Membership, Section 3, proposed amendment [current text to be stricken in its entirety and replaced with]:
“Any person over the age of 18, whose lineage is approved by the Historian General, is eligible for Life Membership after having 
paid his/her first year of dues.”  

The Board of Assistants has authority to set life membership fees per Article VI, Section 3, of the by-laws:  “Life Membership and supple-
mental lineage fees shall be set by the Board of Assistants.”  At the June 2017 meeting, the board approved the following life membership
fee schedule, which (if the constitution and by-laws changes above are approved at by the Society in October 2017) will be available to any
member who has completed one year of regular membership:

Age 18-30 total payment $1000 ($500 to permanent fund and $500 to general fund)
Age 31-45 total payment $800 ($400 to permanent fund and $400 to general fund)
Age 45-60 total payment $600 ($300 to permanent fund and $300 to general fund)
Age 61+ total payment $400 ($200 to permanent fund and $200 to general fund)

A two-thirds vote of members present at the October 2017 meeting is required for the proposed by-laws change and for the proposed consti-
tution change.  When two-thirds votes are attained, life membership will be reinstated immediately.

The Committee and the Board of Assistants take the opportunity to remind life members that voluntary donations to the Society have mate-
rially assisted in the improvement of the Society’s financial condition, and encourage all life members, current and future, to continue to
make, or to consider making, such voluntary donations.

Amendments to these proposals from the floor at the October meeting will be in order as provided in our constitution and by-laws, available
at the Vermont Society website. 

Seth Hopkins, Cindy Roberts, Menzer Doud, Bylaws Committee

SLATE OF OFFICERS FOR ELECTION AT THE OCTOBER 28, 2017 MEETING

Officers: 

Governor: Carol Schwenk
Deputy Governor: Ann Gray
Secretary: Margaret “Peg” Sherlock
Treasurer: Seth Hopkins
Historian: Sharon Matyas
Elder: Elise “ Winkie” Roessler
Surgeon: Margaret “Peg” Sherlock
Captain: Patricia Dewitt
Counselor: Carolyn Adam

Board of Assistants

Bonnie Bartlett   : 3 year term 2017-2020
Alan Cheever      : 3 year term 2017-2020
Drew Bartley       : 2 year term 2017-2019
Cynthia Roberts  : 1 year term 2017-2018

Carolyn Adams, Kathy Barrett, Michael Dwyer, Jeanne
Kennedy, and Randy Roberts
Nominating Committee
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MAYFLOWER JUNIOR’S REPORT

Greetings to all Vermont Mayflower Society adults and
Juniors!!

Two new Juniors were enrolled by their Dad on 5/8/17; Paul
and Madison Armstrong, who live in San Francisco. Two
Juniors attended our April 2017 meeting:  Caleb and Ella
Roberts.  Their sponsors are Randy and Cindy Roberts and their
parents are:  Benjamin and Sally Roberts.    They live in
Vermont.

Our current enrollment of Juniors is 158, of which nine are
turning 18 this year and will be eligible to become adult mem-
bers at that time. If you would like to enroll a Junior, the form
is online at the Vermont Mayflower website.  The enrollment
fee is only $10.00!!

Thanks to all participants in this important part of our Society!!

Nancy West and Karen Carrara, Juniors co-chairs

DONATIONS TO THE VERMONT GENERAL FUND,
SCHOLARSHIP FUND, and JUNIOR PROGRAM

April through August 2017

Name                             Donation Notes
Dayton, Carolyn             In memory of Alice E. Alger Adams
Dayton, Grace                In memory of Alice E. Alger Adams
Howard, Jeffrey             In memory of JLeigh Howard and 
                                       Joseph Howard
                                       (husband of Virginia Howard)
Kennedy, Jeanne            In memory of Dorothy Lantz       
Doud, Menzer
Barrett, Kathy

Contributions are appreciated to support our General Fund,
Junior Program and Scholarship Fund. Please make checks
payable to Vermont Society of Mayflower Descendants and
mail to Cynthia Roberts, 230 Blueberry Lane, Rutland, VT
05701. Please state in the memo section which fund you wish
to donate to.

Reservation Form for October 28, 2017, Luncheon and Meeting

The cost of just the meeting to include coffee, tea and freshly baked muffins is $5.  The cost of the luncheon, meeting and coffee, tea
and freshly baked muffins will be $26. The luncheon buffet menu includes: Mixed Field Greens Salad with Seasonal
Accompaniments, Two Choice Dressings, Warm Rolls and Creamery Whipped Butter, Chefs Famous Meatloaf, Fried Chicken,
Mashed Potatoes, Mushroom Gravy, Green Bean Almandine, Brownie and Blondie Bars, and Iced Tea and Lemonade 

Member Name _______________________________________   $26.00 ____

Guest(s) Name ________________________________________ $26.00 ___

Member Meeting Only ___________________________________ $5.00 ___

Guest(s) Meeting Only ___________________________________ $5.00 ___

Enclosed is $ _______ for ______reservations

Contact Person:   Name, Phone Number, or email ___________

Please make check payable to VT Society of Mayflower Descendants and send by Saturday, October 14, 2017, to: 
Cynthia Roberts, Treasurer, 230 Blueberry Lane, Rutland, VT 05701-944

IN MEMORIAM

We have not lost any members since the last 

Green Mountain Pilgrim
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GETTING TO KNOW YOUR DEPUTY GOVERNOR/EDITOR
1. What book is on your bedside table?   It would certainly be a mystery book. I’ve recently read a series of mystery books set in Victorian and
Edwardian England.  They are written by Robin Paige, a pseudonym of husband and wife writing team, Susan Wittig Albert and Bill Albert, and are
a great combination of mystery fiction and historical facts with fictional characters interacting with real people.

2. What is your favorite movie? South Pacific.  I love the music, the setting and the military theme. I have probably seen it at least 15 times both
on stage and in the movies.

3. How did you become a member of Mayflower? From a very early age, I knew that I had a maternal ancestor named Edward Doty on the
Mayflower but never thought I was a direct descendant – I thought he was some sort of a cousin.  On a trip to Plimouth Plantation, I bought the
pink Doty book and in searching through the book I discovered, he was my 6x great grandfather. After this, I found an email address on the web
where I could get more information about joining the Vermont Society.  It was Sharon Matyas’ email and she assured me that it was definitely the
Vermont Society even though she lived in New York when she sent me information on joining. My papers were processed after some delay on my
part in putting together the required documents and the rest is history.  Subsequent to this, with the help of Ancestry and Family Search, I have
found six other Mayflower ancestors in my paternal line – my Dad, unlike my Mom, was never interested in  genealogy and knew little about his
family past his grandparents. And with the last month, I have learned of two more currently being verified by Historian Sharon. 

4. Who are your Mayflower ancestors? Do you have a favorite? Why is he/she your favorite? Edward Doty, John Alden, Myles Standish,
William Mullins, Henry Samson, Richard Warren, and John Cooke. As for my favorite, it would be Edward Doty because I have “known” him the
longest.  

5. What is (was) your occupation? This year marks the 52nd year I have worked at the University of Vermont Medical Center – I have seen it go
through four name changes.  Most of the years were spent working as a medical assistant in various surgery clinics (about 35 years).  I then did a
short stent in data base management; and in 2002, I transferred to the cancer data registry where I still work part time after semi-retiring six years
ago. I also continue to contract with other hospitals in Vermont to do their cancer data registry functions and this work is done remotely from my
home. 

6. What US Historical Person would you like to meet? Why? Priscilla Mullins Alden. Priscilla was my 9 times great grandmother. As we all know,
Priscilla lost both of her parents and her brother the first winter in Plymouth and she must have been a strong woman (teenager actually) to contin-
ue on alone.  I would like to ask her many things – how she survived, what life was like in the 1600’s, did she ever wish they had stayed in
England, what it was like to be married to one of the leading men in early Massachusetts and what grandmotherly advise she has for her 21st centu-
ry granddaughter

7. What are your hobbies and interests? Knitting, crocheting, sewing, any and all crafts, and, of course, history and genealogy. 

8. What is your favorite food?  Anything and everything chocolate

9. What is your favorite “picture” of US History? My favorite pictures of US history are the Norman Rockwell paintings – he portrayed everyday
people doing everyday things which is what makes our country great. 

10. Tell us three things about yourself:

1) I grew up on a dairy farm in Calais, Vermont  2) I attended a one-room grade school for eight years with the same teacher 3) I write left-handed
but do everything else (eat, knit, crochet, throw ball, bat) with my right hand.

HOPE TO SEE YOU IN 
QUECHEE


