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Old News About Gloucester County 
 

By L. Roane Hunt and Robert Hitchings 

 
Gloucester history is recorded for us from many sources, both reliable records and 

traditional thoughts or opinions.  Normally, official records are reliable sources with the 
possibility of an occasional error.  However, much of our history was never recorded or 
was lost due to a lack of interest.  A general rule for historical research is to find primary 
sources confirmed by secondary sources.  An additional rule is to carefully interpret each 
source of information.  Recently Robert Hitchings discovered some brief news items from 
newspapers printed in the first half of the nineteenth century referring to Gloucester 
County.  These items include the sale of land and slaves, advertisement of Newington 
Academy, and local criminal arrest, and they are presented in this article with an attempt 
to compare the information with other sources.   

 

Land on the York River 

In 1809, William K. Perrin posted a notice for the sale a large tract of land on the 
York River as follows: 

For Sale, 

A very valuable Tract of Land, 
Containing eleven hundred acres, situated at the mouth 

of York River, in Gloucester County, remarkable pleasant 

and healthy, about ding with the finest fish, oysters, and 

wild fowl.  The soil is well adapted to the culture of corn, 

small grain, tobacco and cotton; there is about 400 acres 

cleared and under good fences—the range for stock of all 

kinds is equal if not superior to any, having a large firm 

salt marsh attached to it.  The timber is fully sufficient for 

the use of the plantation.  The improvements are a good 

Overseer’s House, an excellent Barn, Corn, and Negro 

Houses should have no objection to divide the Land, so as 

to suit purchasers, provided the whole could be sold—one 

third, of the purchase money will be wanted in cash, the 

balance will be made easy; a great bargain may be had in 

the purchase, and the privilege of sowing 130 acres in 

small grain in the fall, which is now in Corn; possession at 

Christmas next. 

Any person who may wish to purchase, it is presumed 

will view the premises, which will be shown by Mr. William 
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Thornton, who resides on the plantation, or the 

Subscriber,  

William K. Perrin. 

Gloucester County, June 24, 1809 
 

The Gloucester land tax records show that William K. Perrin was assessed tax for 
1100 acres 24 miles southeast of the courthouse.  This location would match news item 
which stated that the land was located at the 
mouth of the York River.  Earlier tax records 
show that Mr. Perrin obtained this acreage 
from his father’s estate.  Mr. Perrin continued 
to be assessed land tax on his 1100 acres until 
1812 when it was reduced to 955 with no 
explanation for the change.   

William K. Perrin was born in Middlesex 
County on September 22, 1784, to John Perrin 
and Elizabeth Carter Kennon.  He married first 
to Frances Burwell Page, daughter of Mann 
Page III and Elizabeth Nelson.  The Perrin famiy 
is shown in the adjacent chart.  He married 
second to Sarah Tayloe Wormeley, widow of 
Dr. George Dudley Nicholson.  His sons William 
Kennon Perrin III and John Tayloe Perrin were 
captains in the 26th Virginia Infantry in 
Companies F and E, respectively.   

William Thornton, who resided on the 
1100 acre plantation, was listed in the 
Gloucester censuses for 1810 through 1840.  
He was listed as William S. Thornton born 
between 1780 and 1790.  No other information 
was found. 

 

 

*    *    * 

 

Estate Sale of Philip L. Grymes 

Robert West, of Gloucester County and administrator of the Philip L. Grymes estate, 
announced an open sale of a larger number of slaves and many other items of the Grymes 
estate to be held in Middlesex County in 1809.  The newpaper advertisement was written 
as follows: 

 

200 NEGROES for Sale 
Will positively be Sold in Middlesex County, at Christopher 

Owen’s Tavern, in the town of Urbanna, the above quantity 

of NEGROES, belonging to the estate of Philip L. Grymes, of 

Old News About Gloucester County 

Family of William Kennon Perrin  

William Kennon Perrin Sr. (1784-1855) 

+m. 1st Frances Burwell Page (1791-1819) 

Ann Louise Perrin (1814-1848) 

+m. Peter Wyndham Kemp (1809-1875) 

William Perrin Kemp (1838-1884) 

Peter Wyndham Kemp Jr. (1845-1909) 

Emily Daniel Kemp (1847-1914) 

+m. 2nd Sarah Tayloe Wormeley (1795-1875) 

William Kennon Perrin Jr. (1834-1904) 

+m. Lucy Wilford Jones (1840-1925) 

Fannie Welford Perrin (1867-1955) 

William Kennon Perrin III (1869-1933) 

Walter Catesby Perrin (1872-1946) 

John Tayloe Perrin (1875-1931) 

Ralph W. Perrin (1878-1879) 

Sallie Taylor Perrin (1881-1966) 

John Tayloe Perrin (1836-1904) 

+m. Matilda Prosser Tabb (1849-1925) 

Anne Harriotte Lee Perrin (1871-1938) 

Rebecca Lloyd Perrin (1873-1913) 

Maud Perrin (1876-1948) 

Eleanor Wormeley Perrin (1883-1975) 
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Brandon, Deceased, 

Among which are, 

House Servants, Cooks, Carpenters, 

Blacksmiths, Cooper, &c. 
Also, 4 Ox Carts, with Chains, &c. and 24 of the most 

valuable Oxen belonging to the said estate. 

30 of the above NEGROES will be sold for cash; the 

balance with the oxen, &c. will be sold on a credit of nine 

months, the purchaser giving bond with approved 

security. 

The Sale will take place on the 9th of January next, (if 

fair, if not the next fair day) and will continue from day to 

day until all are sold. 

The cash sales will commence on the first day. 

All legal creditors are requested to purchase the 

amount, or any part of their respective claims, 

Robert West, 
Administrator of Philip L. Grymes, dec’d 

Woodville, Gloucester County, Nov. 22, 1809 

 

Philip Ludwell Grymes Jr. was born on April 5, 1746, in Middlesex County to Philip 
Ludwell Grymes Sr. and Mary Randolph.  He married Judith Wormeley on May 30, 1773, at 
Christ Church in Middlesex.  He died on May 18, 1805, and is buried at Christ Church.   

Philip and Judith had two children, Philip Grymes (1775-1801) and Jane Grymes Sayre 
(1782-1806).  Jane married Samuel William Sayre and died a few months following her 
father’s death.   

The will of Philip Ludwell Grymes Jr. who lived 
on Brandon Plantation on the Rappahannock River 
in Middlesex granted his estate to his surviving 
wife Judith and daughter Jane as long as they lived.  
The remaining estate was granted half to his son-in
-law Mr. Sayre and half to his brother Benjamin 
Grymes.  The executor of his will was Mann Page of 
Gloucester.  His estate included 591 acres in 
Gloucester County described as low ground at the 
Dragon Swamp 20 miles northwest of Gloucester Courthouse.   

The personal property tax records of Gloucester show that the Grymes estate was 
assessed tax for only 15 slaves above the age of eleven.  Therefore, most of the slaves 
advertised above resided in Middlesex County.   

Widow Judith Grymes was assessed taxes for the 591 acres through 1812, but in 
1813, the 591 acres of the Grymes estate in Gloucester were transferred to James Roy with 
and additional 430 acres for a total of 1021 acres.  James Roy (1776-1825) married 
Elizabeth Booth, daughter of George Booth and Mary Mason Wythe. 

Robert West, administrator of the estate sale, lived at Woodville, Gloucester County.  
Tax records show that he was assessed taxes for the 200 acres near the Abingdon Church.  

Old News About Gloucester County 

Family of Philip Ludwell Grymes Jr.  

Philip Ludwell Grymes Jr. (1746-1805) 

+m. 1st Elizabeth Randolph 

+m. 2nd Judith Wormeley  

Philip Grymes (1775-1801) 

Jane Grymes (1782-1806) 

+m. Samuel William Sayre 
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Robert was born in 1776, died on November 24, 1816.  He married first to Elizabeth Carter 
McKeand and second to Mary Bevereley Grymes, daughter of John Randolph Grymes and 
Susannah Bevereley Randolph.  Robert West was a descendant of the West family that 
established the town of West Point in King William County. 

 

*    *    * 

 

Three News Items in 1833 

In 1833, the Norfolk & Portsmouth Herald mentioned Gloucester and Mathews 
Counties three times.  The March 1st issue included a brief account entitled, “A Thief 
Taken!”  Later that month on the 13th, Thomas M. Stubblefield announced a new “carriage 
repository” business near the Gloucester Courthouse.  In the December 30th issue, an 
advertisement by John P. Scott of the Newington Academy near the Gloucester Courthouse 
was included. 

Early in 1833, a young thief named William C. Rider arrived in Mathews County by 
vessel and decided to steal a horse.  He was caught in Gloucester and was placed in the 
Mathews County jail.  Further search of the newspapers did not reveal the verdict of Mr. 
Rider’s trial.  Stealing a horse was a hanging offense.  

A Thief Taken! 
A young man, who called himself William C. R?ley, but 

was?, William C. Rider, stole a horse in the County of 

Mathews, on Saturday last, was immediately rescued by 

the owner of the horse and apprehended at Gloucester 

Court House.  He is now safely lodged in the Jail of 

Mathews County, to await his trial.  Me came to the County 

of Mathews in a vessel from Norfolk; says he was born in 

the County of Russel, and that he lived near Staunton.  He 

is no doubt a pretty practiced rogue, although but a youth, 

as he had in his possession, a parcel of brass Finger Rings, 

Watch Chains, Guards and other articles of Jewelry; among 

which are a few Gold Breast Pins and a Gold Watch. 

He is about 19 years old, 5 feet 4 inches high, has dark 

eyes and tolerably light hair—his features are good, but he 

has a bad countenance and dej?c?ed aspect.  He had on 

when taken, a dark mixed cloth frock coat, pantaloons of 

deep blue Virginia cloth and cloth vest. 

As he has no doubt been practicing his skill in many 

places, this notice is given that persons who may have lost 

articles, may have them restored. 

The above William C. Rider was committed by my 

warrant. 

Thomas James, J. P. 

March 1 

 

Old News About Gloucester County 
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On February 15, Thomas M. Stubblefield submitted his announcement of a new 
“Coach Repository” that was published in the March 13th issue.  His article is transcribed 
as Follows: 

The public is respectfully informed, that I have lately 

opened a Coach Repository near Gloucester Court House, 

where I have on hand, and shall continue to keep a large 

and general assortment of Carriages from the best 

Northern Manufactures; viz: 

Coaches, Razees, Charioteers, Phaetons, 

Buggies, Light Waggons, Carryalls, 

Gigs, Sulkies, &c. 
Also—a good assortment of Coach Materials, 

embracing Malleable Iron, turned axels, turned collars, 

plated and brass, brass blocks, plated and brass shafts 

tips, eliptic and C springs, wooden springs, plate of every 

description, laces of all colours and kinds; No. 2 Copal 

Varnish, very low; Paints, oil and Spirits Turpentine. 

Being acquainted with some of the best Manufacturers 

to the North, I will order Carriages of any description, to 

suit those who may be disposed to buy of me, provided 

they cannot suit themselves out of my stock; and feel 

confident that I can give satisfaction in prices and quality 

of work. 

My terms will be cash, bonds, or a liberal credit.  

Letters addressed to me at Gloucester Court House will be 

attended to. 

Thomas M. Stubblefield 

Feb 15 

 

Thomas Meade Stubblefield was born in 1799 to Thomas and Ann Stubblefield.  He 
married Elizabeth Hughes, and they had at least five children as shown in the adjacent 
chart.   

Although Mr. Stubblefield and his family 
were very successful as shown in the Gloucester 
tax records, there is no record of his “Coach 
Repository.”  He was not listed in the retail 
licensee records around the time of 1833.  We can 
assume his business venture never materialized. 

He was listed a farmer in all the census 
records.  However, in the land tax records, he was 
assessed tax on land and a grist mill 3 miles 
southeast of the courthouse.  (This would be the 
mill located near the Zion Popular Baptist Church 
on the present T. C. Walker Road.)  In 1924, his 
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Family of Thomas Meade Stubblefield 

Thomas Meade Stubblefield (1799-1859) 

+m. Elizabeth Hughes (1800-1866) 

Ann Thomas Stubblefield (1822-????) 

+m. James Ransone (1817-????) 

Lucy E. Stubblefield (1830-????) 

+m. Thomas S Harwood (1808-????) 

Thomas Scott Stubblefield (1831-1905) 

+m. Amelia Emeline Robins (1834-1916) 

Florida S. Stubblefield (1835-????) 

+m. John A. Bridges (1823-????) 

Ellen M. Stubblefield (1840-1902) 

+m. Charles Edward Minor (1834-1875) 
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brother Baylor Foster Stubblefield was assessed tax for the mill.  In 1815, his father’s 
estate was assessed tax on land 3 miles southeast of the courthouse, “neat Foxes old mill.”  
In 1856, the mill was passed to T. M. Stubblefield’s son-in-law, Thomas S. Harwood.   

 

On December 11, John P. Scott submitted an advertisement for classes to begin on 
January 13th, 1834, for the Newington Academy located near the Gloucester Courthouse.  
It is transcribed as follows: 

Newington Academy 
Near Gloucester Court House, Va. 

The usual exercise of this Institution, in which Youth will be 

carefully and expeditiously prepared for professional and other 

pursuits, will be resumed on the 13th day of January next, 

under the superintendence of the subscriber, who in addition 

to his being a graduate of Trinity College Dublin has succeeded 

in engaging a graduate of Edinburg, Scotland, on whom as a 

Mathematician the public may with confidence rely.  Professing 

that he has, during his residence in this county, prepared some 

of his pupils for any College in this country, and flattering 

himself as now ready to render an account of his stewardship, 

he submits his (an examination of his pupils being solicited) 

labour to the public judgement, of its candour he has no 

reason to doubt, and awaits its decision with tranquility, but 

not without anxiety.  This Academy, beautifully and 

advantageously situated, having recently undergone a thorough 

repair (no situation in our country considered more healthy) 

retired from those scenes which ordinarily distract the mind, 

and vitiate the heart, affords an opportunity of instruction at 

home, and under the eye of the parent.  As to the zeal and 

assiduity with which the duties of the above institution have 

been discharged, the public are referred to the inhabitants of 

this county, and most particularly to those gentlemen, whose 

names are annexed to the following certificate. 

Being satisfied that the duties of the above institution have 

been zealously and successfully discharged, we therefore feel 

much pleasure in recommending it to public notice, believing 

that the principal will continue to prove himself worthy of the 

charge consigned to his care. 

James Dabney, Christopher Tompkins, 

W. Taliaferro, W. Jones, 

John Field,  Arthur L. Davies 

Terms: Board and Tuition, required quarterly in advance, 

per annum, containing ten months $105.00 

Matriculation fee $5.00 

Old News About Gloucester County 
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Scholastic year charged if once Commenced. 

It is expected that each pupil will furnish himself with bed 

and bedding. 

French extra $10.00 

John P. Scott 
Dec 11 

John P. Scott was listed as head of household in the 1830 Gloucester census at the 
age of between 50-60 years (indicating that his birth was between 1770 and 1780).  He 
appears to be married.  Also, there were male and female slaves in his household.  He was 
listed in the personal property tax records for 1831 through 1835 and was assessed tax 
for one horse.  He was not listed in the land tax record.  It appears from what he wrote 
that Mr. Scott was a mathematician and a graduate of Trinity College Dublin. 

From the tax records, the Newington Academy was owned by John Tabb, and the 
building was valued at $3000 located on 130 acres one half to three fourths of a mile 
northwest of the courthouse (present location of Newington Baptist Church).   

The names annexed on the certificates were Dr. James Dabney (1766-?), Christopher 
Tompkins, Dr. William Taliaferro (1770-1851), Col. William Jones (1766-1847), Sheriff John 
Field (1798-1837), and Arthur Landon Davies (1770-1840) Clerk of Court.   

 

*    *    * 

 

Billups Land Sale 

In the May 5, 1847, issue of the American Beacon newspaper, a public sale notice was 
printed for 400 acres belonging to Peter W. Billups in Gloucester County.  The copy 
obtained was damaged making the following transcription difficult. 

Trust sale of Land 

In Gloucester County 
By virtue of a deed of trust executed by Peter W. Billups, to 

secure a certain debt therein mentioned, to the Exchange Bank 

of Virginia, which deed is duly recorded in the County of 

Gloucester, and be?? date on the 26th day of February 1845, 

will be sold at Public Auction, on Monday the ? day of April 

next, (that day being Court Day) at the Court House in the said 

county of Gloucester, for ready money.  A certain tract, piece or 

parcel of land, situate, lying in the county of Gloucester, on 

which the said Peter W. Billups resides, containing four 

hundred acres, more or less, and bound on the North by Mrs. 

Wyatt’s Land, on the East by the lands of James C. Dutton and 

Mrs. Callis, on the South by the main road leading from 

Gloucester Court House to Mathews Court House, and on the 

West by the land of ? W. Billups together with all the singul? 

the buildings, improvements, ways, wat? and appeitenances 

Old News About Gloucester County 
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thereto belonging on appertaining. 

The use to the above property is believed to be indivisible, 

but the subscribers acting in trustee can convey only such title 

as is vested in there by the said deed.  

W. Southgate 

A. F. Leonard, 

Trustees 

Peter W. Billups was born about 1800 in Mathews County to Hugh Gwynn Billups and 
his wife Sarah.  There is no indication in the records that he was ever married or had 
descendants.  He died about 1851.  According to Becky Barnhardt, archivist for the 
Mathews Public Library, Peter W. Billups’s estate, 1838-1853, is located in the Special 
Collections Research Center at Swem Library in Warner T. Jones Paper. (Mss. 39.1 J7r) 

Apparently, Peter W. Billups chose to sell a 391 acre tract where he was living in 1845 
to cover certain debts he was facing.  After securing a proper deed of trust, a sale was 
scheduled for 1847.  In 1845, he was assessed taxes for a total of nearly 1000 acres of 
land and a grist mill.   

He obtained the 391 acres from a purchase of 66 acres in 1832 and added 325 acres 
from his father’s estate in 1833.  Tax records list the 66 acres as being located at 
Scuffletown 10 miles north of the courthouse.  In 1845, the buildings on the 391 acre tract 
were valued at $2200.   

The sale notice located the acreage relative to bounding land owners: bound on the 
North by Mrs. Wyatt’s Land and on the East by the lands of James C. Dutton and Mrs. 
Callis.  Mrs. Wyatt was Mrs. Cordelia Wiatt, widow of Peter Wiatt and mother of Thomas M. 
Wiatt.  She owned 190 acres 12 miles north of the courthouse.  James C. Dutton was the 
son of Thomas Dutton and married to Mary A. Graves.  Their daughter Mary Catherine 
married James Franklin Powers.  Mr. Dutton owned 184 acres 11 miles north of the 
courthouse.  Mrs. Callis was Elizabeth Leavitt, widow of Lewis Byrd Callis.  She was 
assessed tax on 900 acres 10 miles northeast of the courthouse.  Her great-grandson 
William Francis Broaddus was co-founder with Ellis Hall of the Broaddus and Hall Store in 
Gloucester Courthouse.  Her great-great-granddaughter Ann Byrd Atkins was a Baptist 
missionary from Gloucester. 

 

*    *    * 

 

Sears Land Sale 

In the May 52, 1845, issue of the American Beacon newspaper, a public sale notice 
was printed for property belonging to James and Henry Sears in Gloucester County.  The 
copy obtained was damaged making the following transcription difficult. 

Commision Sale of 

Gloucester Lands 
In pursuance of a decree of Circuit Superior Court of Law 

and Chancery for the county of Gloucester pronounced on the 

19th day of April 1845, in a suit therein depending between 

Old News About Gloucester County 
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Daniel Bayne, Edward Waller and others, Complt’s; against 

James C. Sears and Ariann his wife, Henry Sears, and Hester 

Ann, his wife and others, Deft’s 

We Will Sell, 

At public Auction at Gloucester Court House, On Monday 

the 7th day of June next being Court day, on a credit of one 

and two years, the several Tracts of Land in the said decree 

mentioned to wit: 

The Tract called ‘Woodville’ containing 400 acres with a 

comfortable dwelling House, Barn, Stables and other 

convenient out houses.  About one half of this tract is divided 

into fields, and enclosed with good Chesnut rail Fencing, the 

balance is in fine Timber of various kinds, consisting briefly of 

Oak, Pine and Chesnut. 

One other Tract, containing 5 acres and one half of the Mill 

thereon. 

One other Tract called ‘Whitings’ containing 400 acres, with 

a comfortable Dwelling House and other out Houses.  This 

Tract also contains much valuable Timber. 

Also, one other Tract, called ‘Old Place,’ containing 180 

acres, about two thirds of this tract is in Timber, consisting of 

Chesnut, Oak, and Pine.  Marl in great abundance of the best 

quality is found on all these Farms.  These several Tracts of 

Land are contigeous to each other, and are situated within two 

miles of Piankitank River, in the county of Gloucester. 

Bonds with approved security and deed of Trust in each 

Tract of Land to secure the purchase money, will be required of 

the purchasers.  Deeds with special warranty, will be made to 

the purchasers, by 

John C. Field, 

Peter Kemp,   Com’rs. 

Gloucester Co., May 23rd, 1845 

 

 

James C. and Henry Sears were sons of Thomas C. Sears and his wife Catherine.  
James C. Sears (1813-1848) married Ariann Frances Dutton.  Henry Sears (1818-1845) 
married Hester Ann Booker.  The Sears brothers probably had to sell because of poor 
health since Henry died about the time of the sale, and James died soon afterward.  Both 
brothers died very young with very young children.  A portion of the Thomas C. Sears 
family is shown in the chart on the next page. 

Tax records indicated that “Woodville” was valued at $500 located 14 miles north of 
the courthouse.  Henry’s property was valued at $100 at the same distance from the 
courthouse.  At the same location, the grist mill they shared was valued at $600.   

Old News About Gloucester County 
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Family of Thomas C. Sears 

Thomas C. Sears (1776-1817) 

+m. Catherine ? 

James C. Sears (1813-1848) 

+m. Ariann Frances Dutton (1825-1898) 

Martha E. Sears (1842-????) 

+m. 1st Robert P. Simmons (1823-????) 

+m. 2nd William T. Williams (1842-????) 

John Richard Sears (1847-1913) 

+m. Harriet A. Booker (1859-1944) 

Emiline Sears (1849-????) 

+m. Gideon S. Chapman (1844-1920) 

Sarah Catharine Sears (1816-????) 

+m. John Kemp Dillard (1809-1880) 

Henry Sears (1818-1845) 

+m. Hester Ann Booker (1825-????) 

Sarah V. Sears (1849-????) 

+m. Poindexter Booker (1841-1907) 

A portion of the 1912 Folkes map shows the Pierce Mill 
Pond in the circle near Turks Ferry on the Piankatank River.  
Also, shown is the Salem Methodist Church, the Ebenezer 
Baptist Church, and Cash PO.   
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The 1847 land tax records show that Richard P. Jones purchased the “Woodville” 
property of James C. Sears.  Mr. Jones (1815-1877) was born to Capt. Richard Jones and 
Martha Washington Throckmorton; he married Maria Greenhow Curtis, daughter of 
Charles Chickester Curtis and Mary S. Fauntleroy.  These families were large land owners 
in the area. 

Also, William Beverley Pierce (sometimes spelled Pearce in records) purchased that 
land of Henry Sears and both halves of the Sears grist mill.  Mr. Pierce (1812-1856) was the 
son of Parson Beverley Pierce and his wife Matildy ?.  He married first to Elizabeth Muire 
and second to Ann Elizabeth Brushwood.   

 

 

Old News About Gloucester County 

Plat of Pierce’s Mill Pond on Road from the Turks Ferry Road 
(now Rt. 637); Pierce Pond now named Haines Pond 
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Billups Family of Gloucester County 
 

By L. Roane Hunt 

 
In the previous article, Old News About Gloucester County, Peter W. Billups sold a 

parcel of his land in Gloucester.  He was born in Mathews County into the prominent 
Billups family of that county.  He was a son of Hugh Gwynn Billups and grandson of 
Robert Billups and Sarah Gwynn. In 1809, Hugh Gwynn Billups moved with his young 
family to the northern part of Gloucester.  In the next four decades, they contributed 
greatly to the development of that part of Gloucester both in real estate and social affairs.  

In my effort to learn about this branch of the Billups family that migrated to 
Gloucester, I found nothing in my usual sources including Ancestry.com.  However, I 
learned plenty from the Gloucester land and personal property tax records from 1809 to 
about 1850.  I continue to be amazed that a family that contributed so much good in 
society is not included in history or in his-story.   

Since the Billups family comes from Mathews, I contacted Becky Barnhardt, archivist 
of the Mathews Public Library, who was very helpful.  She informed me that Hugh Gwynn 
Billups was born on November 8, 1775, and served as a justice on the Mathews Old Court 
for 1806 and 1807.  Also, she shared a copy of the obituary of Hugh Billups stating that he 
died at his home at “Boxlehill” in Gloucester.  She also informed me that the Peter W. 
Billups estate, 1838-1853,  is included in the Special Collections Research Center at Swem 
Library in Warner T. Jones Paper (Mss. 39.1 J7r).  This assistance was a good start for my 
research. 

Hugh Gwynn Billups appears first in the Gloucester land tax records in 1809 with a 
tax assessment for “Boxley,” a total of 774 acres located 10 miles north of Gloucester 
Courthouse previously owned by John B. Whiting.  In the 1810 Gloucester census, the 
Billups family was described as follows: 1 male 26 
under 45, 1 male 10 under 16, 4 males under 10, 1 
female 26 under 45, 1 female 10 under 16.  Later in the 
1817 personal property tax records, the Billups 
children are listed in a most unusual way where they 
are assessed tax for slave ownership as infants.  They 
were listed in order: Frances E., John, Hugh G., Robert, 
and William as shown in the adjacent chart.  In the 
1820 census, the Billups family occupations include 
agriculture, commerce, and manufacturing. 

From my research finding, the Hugh Gwynn Billups family is summarized in the chart 
on the next page.  Finding no birth dates for the Billups children, I “guess-estimated” their 
birth dates for the chart.  The family shows one daughter and five sons to match the 1810 
census, but the slave tax list shows only four sons without Peter W. Billups.  In 1817, he 
may have been living apart from the family, possibly at a boarding school.  Peter W. 
Billups was listed as head of household in the 1830 and 1840 Gloucester censuses.  Robert 

Name Slaves above 12 

Billups, Frances E. (Infant) 3 

Billups, John (Infant) 1 

Billups, Hugh G. (Infant) 1 

Billups, Robert (Infant) 1 

Billups, William (Infant) 2 
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Billups was listed only in the 1830 census, and 
William Billups was listed only in the 1840 census.  
John H. Billups married Mary Tomkies Henley, 
daughter of Rev. Thomas Meekins Henley and 
Sarah Yates, on September 24, 1831, and they 
lived in Essex County, Virginia.  The Hugh G. 
Billups obituary stated that only four of his 
children survived him at his death in 1833.   

 

Billups Commerce 

In the most recent Gloucester history book 
entitled, With Reverence for the Past: Gloucester 
County, Virginia by Martha W. McCartney, Hugh G. 
Billups was included in a list of early stores in 
1823 located in Scuffletown.  Where was 
Scuffletown?  In old land plats, Scuffletown was an indicator of the direction to which a 
road was headed, but no plats give the exact location of a Scuffletown store.   

Hugh G. Billups and his sons appear in the personal property tax records of retail 
commercial licenses.  His first license was in the 1818 record where he partnered with  
Wiatt and paid $10.03 on Oct 29, 1817.  (Every 
penny counted in those days.)  Hugh renewed his 
retail license until 1827 when his sons Peter W. and 
John Billups paid for the license.  These sons 
renewed the license through 1829.  In 1837, license 
was issued to Billups, Gwynn & Co., and in 1838, the 
issue was to Billups & Sears.  In 1840, Peter was 
issued another retail license. 

In 1824, Hugh G. Billups began paying land tax on 4 acres 10 miles north of the 
courthouse called “Richardsons.”  This 4 acres had been owned by George Richardson in 
1817 and later by George Owens.  Also, “Richardsons” was part of a greater tract of land 
known as “Freeport.”  I propose (my theory) that this 4 acres known as “Richardsons” was 
the location of Hugh G. Billups’s store that became Scuffletown.  Hugh G. Billups 
registered his land at Boxley and much of his additional land as located at Rich Neck, 
possibly shortened from Richardson.  No other land owners in the tax record claimed the 
Rich Neck location.  The George Richardson descendants eventually established 
themselves in Mathews County. 

 

Court Justice 

Hugh G. Billups and later his son, Peter W. Billups, were active justices of the 
Gloucester old court.  The court minutes have been photocopied from 1820 to 1870.  The 
transcribed minutes of 1820 and 1821 have been published in book form, and Alice Smith 
has scanned the surviving minutes from 1822 to 1870.  She is currently preparing a name 
index to help locate individuals.   

The first mention of Justice Hugh G. Billups in the court minutes was on September 4, 
1820.  After his death in 1833, Peter W. Billups served as a court justice.  Both father and 

Billups Family of Gloucester County 

Family of Hugh Gwynn Billups 

Hugh Gwynn Billups (1775-1833) 

+m. Sarah ? 

Frances Billups (Est 1796-?) 

Peter W. Billups (Est 1798-1851) 

John H. Billups (Est 1800-1840) 

+m. Mary Tomkies Henley (abt 1807-?) 

Hugh Gwynn Billups (1832-?) 

Sally Ann Billups (1834-?) 

Mary Catherine Billups (1837-?) 

John Billups (1837-?) 

Hugh G. Billups Jr. (Est 1803-?) 

Robert Billups Jr. (Est 1806-?) 

William Billups Jr. (Est 1806-1847) 

Persons Name When Issued Amount 

Billups & Wiatt Oct 29, 1817 $10.03 

Billups, Hugh G. Jun 1818 $20.00 

Billups, Hugh G. Jun 26, 1818 $16.87 
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son participated in many court cases representing various issues and acted as trustees for 
some individuals. 

 

Billups Land 

At his death, Hugh G. Billups owned 1341 acres of land around his “Boxley”  home 
which was valued at $1162.  In 1835, William Billups was assessed land tax for “Boxley.”  
William died in 1847, after “Boxley” was divided in his will.  Peter W. Billups received the 
part with the “Boxley” home; the children of John H. Billups received the remainder of the 
acreage.  The execution of his will is documented by the survey of Henry Hughes dated 
May 1847.  The part with the “Boxley” house is shown below.  The buildings are sketched 
in typical fashion of Henry Hughes.   

Billups Family of Gloucester County 
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The first land tax assessment for Peter W. Billups was in 1817 and consisted of 500 
acres 18 miles northwest of the courthouse near the Dragon Swamp previously owned by 
Capt. Peter Wiatt.  After 1823, Peter W. Billups transferred 2 of his 500 acres to Matthew 
Glenn.  In 1823, Matthew Glenn had a license for the Dragon Ordinary, but his residence 
was Norfolk, Virginia.  In 1824, Mr. Glenn had moved his residence to Gloucester and 
obtained the 2 acres from Peter W. Billups.  Maybe he expanded the ordinary for his 
residence.   

In 1832, Peter W. Billups was assessed tax on 66 acres in Scuffletown 10 miles north 
of the courthouse previously owned by Thomas Evans.  In 1833, he added 325 acres from 
his father’s estate to make the 391 total acres in Scuffletown.  This is the tract of land he 
was selling in 1945.  (See page 8.)  In 1934, he added 50 acres of land and a grist mill 
located 12 miles northeast of the courthouse from John Read. The location of his mill is 
shown in a portion of the 1912 Folkes map.  It was probably on the mill pond labeled 
Pratts Mill Pond (circled) that empties through the Ferry Creek into the Piankatank River.  
Boxley location is indicated by the rectangle outline.   

In 1848, Peter W. Billups was assessed land tax on 1318 acres of land.  However, he 
was forced to sell some of his land in 1847 “to secure a certain debt therein mentioned to 
the Exchange Bank of Virginia” according to the public notice of the land sale (page 8).  
Edward Sears purchased the 391 acre tract and the 50 acres and mill.  Since Peter died in 
1851, his age and general health in 1847 may have been a factor in his failure to manage 
his extended financial investments.  In 1851, Thomas Younger Lawson (1820-1893) was 

Billups Family of Gloucester County 

Boxley 

Portion of the 1912 Folkes map showing the location of 
50 acres and mill purchased by Peter W. Billups in 1834 
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assessed land tax for the 340 acres of “Boxley.”  He was the son of Richard Bachelor 
Kelsick Lawson and Elizabeth Barnes Kemp.   

John H. Billups purchased his first land 43 acres 13 miles north of the courthouse in 
1826.  He added 40 acres from Francis Seaton Wiatt in 1830 prior to his marriage to Mary 
Tomkies Henley in 1831.  He purchased more of the Wiatt property for a total of 334 
acres.  Evidently he served in the local militia because in the personal property tax records 
for 1835 and 1838, he is listed as “Col. John Billups.”   

Although Robert Billups was head of household in the 1830 Gloucester census, he 
was not assessed any land tax.  He was not assessed personal property tax by name.  He 
was probably included as a son on his father’s taxes.  He may have moved to Mathews 
among his many relatives of the Billups family. 

As stated previously, little is known of this branch of the Billups family other than 
their land holdings and court activity.  One reason seems to be that the six children of 
Hugh G. Billups died young and only John married and had children.  This means that 
there were only a small number of descendants to keep the memory of these Billups 
known in history. 

 

Ebenezer Baptist Church 

In the 1829 land tax records, trustee Rev. Peter Ainsley received one acre for a 
“House of Worship” from Hugh G. Billups.  This land is shown at the southern tip of the 

Billups Family of Gloucester County 

The lower portion of the “Boxley” plat 

shows Hornets Nest and the road to 

Scuffletown on the right and Ebenezer 

Baptist Church in the lower left.  As it is 

today, the church building is located in 

the fork of two roads labeled “to the 

Court House” (Indian Road) and “to 

Woods” (Fary Mill Road).   
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1847 survey of “Boxley.”  A small portion of that survey is shown below.  Although it was 
a common practice for land owners to give land for a church building or a community 
building, this also suggest that Billups had sympathy for the church movement of Peter 
Ainsley who was a supporter of Rev. Alexander Campbell and the “Campbellite” 
movement of that time.   

An additional clue to the relationship of Hugh G. Billups and Peter Ainsley was the 
marriage of his son John H. Billups to the daughter of Rev. Thomas Meekins Henley a 
known follower of Rev. Alexander Campbell.  A memorial to Rev. Henley included the 
following: 

… In 1810, Thomas faced a crisis in faith, causing him to withdraw from 
business and engage in a serious study of the Bible.  He came to recognize the 
scriptural plan of salvation and was baptized by a Baptist minister for the 
remission of his sins.  Quickly, he began preaching for the Baptist Church.  
Initially his family rejected his baptism and faith, his father disinheriting him.  
However, their son would eventually convert them as well. 

… In 1824, spurred on by Methodist preaching near him, Brother Henley began 
reading the publications of Alexander Campbell.  Gradually, he found that his 
religious beliefs were not scriptural and that those of Campbell aligned with the 
Bible. 

… As this progressed to 1829, his preaching began to attract the notice of 
Baptist leaders and led to his expulsion from their fellowship.  Brother Henley 
moved to Hillsboro in 1834 and united with the Smyrna Church.  He spent his 
remaining years seeking to return to religion and church of Jesus Christ. 

In 1832, Thomas M. Henley and Peter Ainsley were two of the six ministers voted out of 
the Dover Association of the Baptist Church.   

Peter Ainsley was called to be pastor of Mathews Baptist Church in 1821 and was 
minister there until 1825.  The church history states: “Some of the members of this 
church were among the earliest adherents of the peculiar views of Mr. Alexander 
Campbell.”  Hugh G. Billups may have been one of these members.  Also, he may have 
assisted Rev. Ainsley in securing a home in Gloucester near the Billups family.  Peter 
Ainsley was assessed land tax for 532 acres 14 miles northwest of the courthouse part of 
“Belview” near Turks Ferry previously owned by Dr. George Spratt.   

In 1826, Rev. Ainsley established the Ebenezer Baptist Church in Gloucester.  Because 
of his success, he was called to Grafton Baptist Church in York County in 1828.  When he 
was voted out of the Baptist Association, Grafton Baptist Church became Grafton 
Christian Church.  He moved on to start the Lebanon Church in Lee Hall and Olive Branch 
Church in James City County.  He took the name from the Olive Branch Methodist Church  
near “Boxley.”  Olive Branch Christian Church was formed at “Hill Pleasant,” the home of 
Robert Yates Henley son of Rev. Thomas M. Henley and brother-in-law to Hugh G. Billups’s 
son John.  Robert Y. Henley married a daughter of Rev. Alexander Campbell, and Rev. 
Campbell spent one winter at “Hill Pleasant” preaching in Williamsburg.  (My grandfather 
purchased “Hill Pleasant” in 1912, and my father was born there in 1914.  My Hunt family 
were members of Olive Branch Christian Church.) 

We could assume that Peter Ainsley brought the “Campbellite movement” to this 
area, but it is more probable that our Baptist members who followed Rev. Campbell 
brought Rev. Ainsley to this area.  Much damage resulted to Baptist Churches from the 
Campbellite controversy.  Churches were closed, Mathews Baptist Church was put on 

Billups Family of Gloucester County 
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probation for thee years,  and one church dismissed their membership and  enrolled a 
new membership.  Very little of this event is included in Baptist history.   

In 1835, the Ephesus Church was formed in the home of Joseph Bohannon, son-in-law 
of Peter Ainsley in the Glebe area of Mathews County.  In 1858, the Westville Christian 
Church was formed that included some of the members of the disbanded Ephesus Church.  
A full article about the Westville Christian Church was published in The Family Tree 
Searcher, Vol. 7, No. 1, June 2003, pp 3-10.   

Ebenezer Baptist Church in Gloucester did not remain a Campbellite church.  In 1828, 
Philip Taliaferro (1779-1848) replaced Rev. Ainsley as the Ebenezer pastor and ministered 
until his death in 1848.  (At the same time, he was commissioner of revenue for 
Gloucester.  His four volumes of records are the best organized of all the hand-written of 
the county.)  He kept Ebenezer in good standing in the local Baptist association based on 
the fact that he was moderator in an important meeting of the Baptist Association prior to 
his death. 

Although Philip Taliaferro made many good contributions to Gloucester County, very 
little about him is covered in history.  His wife and children are forgotten, and we don’t 
know where he is buried.  Maybe he was buried in the Ebenezer Cemetery in one of the old 
unmarked graves.  The extensive Taliaferro genealogy of Dr. William Carter Stubbs and his 
wife gives very little information about Philip’s branch of the family.  Also, Philip 
Taliaferro is labeled as a Campbellite.  Individuals that join social and religious causes 
outside of the mainstream sometimes are separated from family and possibly history.  
This may be another reason we know little about Hugh Gwynn Billups and his family. 

Billups Family of Gloucester County 

Gloucester Museum of History 

6539 Main Street, Gloucester, VA 23061 
Phone: 604-693-1234 

Museum Coordinator: Robert Kelly 
Email: rkelly@gloucesterva.info 
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Lives from the Catlett Family Cemetery at  

Timberneck: Frances King Burwell Catlett  

(November 14, 1814-April 3, 1903)  
 

by Sara Lewis 

Fairfield Foundation development officer and lover of genealogy 

 
“Fanny” was the eighth child of Armistead Burwell (1771-1841) and Mary Cole 

Turnbull (1782-1860) of Dinwiddie County, Virginia. Her parents had 13 children in about 
20 years, and Fanny grew up with eleven surviving siblings. 

Her tombstone behind the house at Timberneck where she lived for 59 years reads:  

“Fanny K., / Wife of / John W. C. Catlett / And 
third daughter of / Col. Armistead and / Mary 
Turnbull Burwell. / Born / in Dinwiddie Co. 
Va. / Nov. 14, 1814 / Died at Timber Neck, / 
Gloucester Co., Va. / April 3, 1903” 

Her fourth great grandparents were Lewis Burwell II 
(1650-1710) and Martha Lear (1668-1704) of Fairfield in 
Gloucester, whose son and her third great grandfather, 
Lewis Burwell III (1698 or 9-1744), established the 
Kingsmill branch of the family in James City County.  
While the Burwells were known for having large families, 
Armistead was an only son, his father was a second son, 
and his grandfather was a third son.  He didn’t stand to 
inherit the wealth of a first born and was less 
prosperous than some Burwell relations.  In fact, Fanny’s 
father struggled to make ends meet, especially after the 
Bank Panic of 1819.  He sold his 1,000-acre property in 
Dinwiddie where most of his children were born . . . and 
they grew up playing with an equally large number of 
children born to their father’s enslaved women.  He 
humbled himself in taking a job as a steward at 
Hampden-Sydney College in Prince Edward County, but 
soon moved to Boydton, Virginia, to make a new start.  
He died in 1841 when Fanny was 27. 

After Armistead Burwell’s death, Fanny, her mother, 
and Fanny’s youngest sibling Bettie, lived with an older 
married sister Anne at Mansfield [1] near Petersburg.  By 
this time, all the other siblings had moved away to other The tombstone of Frances “Fanny” 

King Burwell Catlett 

1   (https://www.dhr.virginia.gov/historic-registers/026-0012/)  
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parts of central Virginia, North Carolina, Alabama, Mississippi, and Texas. Several were 
teachers, one was a preacher, another was an attorney, one was in the Army, and others 
headed to Texas to raise cattle and grow cotton. Fanny enjoyed a lively exchange of letters 
with her siblings and which she saved. They were transcribed and accessioned as the 
Burwell-Catlett Papers and donated to the College of William and Mary’s Swem Library in 
the 1960s by Fanny’s great-grandson Powell Burwell Rogers. 

From her correspondence, we learn that Fanny’s life changed soon after her father’s 
death.  On March 11, 1842, sister Bettie sent a letter to Fanny at her new address in 
Gloucester that tells us how.  “We are delighted at receiving your letter, and to hear you 
are so well fixed, and satisfied with your 
new home. I am really glad to learn your 
scholars are not dull, there will be 
satisfaction in teaching them.”  Fanny had 
taken a position as governess for Reverend 
James Baytop and his wife Lucy Taliaferro 
Catlett of Springfield in Gloucester. 

Perhaps one of the most interesting 
letters to Fanny in the William and Mary 
collection is from Lizzie (Elizabeth Hobbs 
Keckly, 1818-1907), a woman who began 
her life as a slave to the family of 
Armistead and Mary Burwell. Lizzie wrote 
a long letter to her half-sister Fanny on  
April 25, 1842, although they didn’t know 
about their blood relationship at the time. (On her deathbed, Lizzie’s mother confessed 
that Armistead Burwell was Lizzie’s father.) 

Lizzie’s mother Mammy Aggy is believed to have been one of the Burwell family’s 
most loyal and valuable slaves, inherited by Armistead Burwell from his parents and very 
likely descended from people enslaved by the Burwells in Williamsburg and, before that, 
Gloucester.  Sometime in the spring of 1817, when Armistead’s wife Mary was pregnant 
with his tenth child, he sought the attention of Aggy.  Later, Mary’s commonplace book or 
housewife’s diary, included the entry “Lizzy – child of Aggy/Feby1818.”  Aggy was allowed 
to bring Lizzie into the Burwell’s home, and four-year-old Fanny made Lizzie her “special 
pet.” 

By the time Lizzie wrote to Fanny at the age of 24, she had been “loaned” around to 
other family members.  After being loaned to Robert Burwell in North Carolina, she had a 
son.  To learn more about the life of Elizabeth Hobbs Keckly, see the Burwell School 
website that includes part of a PBS documentary on this remarkable woman who would 
later be Mary Todd Lincoln’s seamstress and confidant. [2]  The Burwell School was 
founded by Robert Burwell’s wife. 

Lizzie’s letter to Fanny was written from Anne’s home near Petersburg where she was 
loaned after the situation in North Carolina deteriorated. It was full of news about family, 
neighbors, events, and upcoming marriages among the white family and friends.  Her 
sentences also subtilty reveal the nature of the duties she performed as a house slave.  “In 
your letter to Miss Betty you said that you were expecting a letter from me,” wrote Lizzie.  
“I guess you will not be surprised when you receive this . . . I am very busy making shirts.  

Frances King Burwell Catlett  

2   (https://burwell-school-historic-site.square.site/elizabeth-keckly) 

Fanny moved to Gloucester in 1842. This letter 
is addressed ‘C.H.’ for Gloucester Courthouse  
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I have had to stop two or three days to cook as the women are chopping corn.  I have got 
to make Miss Bet’s frock to wear to Miss Betty Scotts wedding . . . Every one of the 
servants send their Love to you, Mammy in particular, and also all of the white people, 
little and big.” 

Although Fanny’s mother schemed for her to come back to Petersburg and set up a 
school with her and Bettie, Fanny didn’t reply, much to her mother’s dismay. In a letter to 
Fanny written on June 12, 1844, her mother writes curtly, “. . . it was with feelings of the 
deepest interest that I received from yourself the intelligence that you had made choice of 
one in whom you can place your affection . . . it is a most responsible station the one in 
which you are about to enter, that of wife and mother . . . I had heard that you were going 
to be married and all that I could say was that I had not been apprised of it by you: and 
had felt a little uneasy at not getting a letter from you for so long a time.”  Fanny was to 
marry Lucy Taliaferro Catlett Baytop’s brother, widower John Walker Carter Catlett. 

Fanny’s brother Armistead Burwell an attorney in Vicksburg, Mississippi, sent her a 
topaz he brought from Texas or Mexico and had it made into a brooch to wear at her 
wedding. None of the letters indicate that her mother or any of Fanny’s siblings attended 
the wedding. By 1850, her mother was living in Mississippi with her son and his family. 

Frances King Burwell Catlett  

Early 20th-century photo of Timberneck with members of the Catlett family  
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John W.C. and Fanny Catlett’s household included three girls and two boys by his 
first wife Agnes Thruston. Fanny’s first child Charles was born July 12, 1845.  William was 
born in 1847, Mary in 1850, Hettie in 1852, Powell in 1854, and Landon in 1857.  The 
Catletts enslaved 45 people by 1860, but Fanny’s life was surely hectic despite the 
involvement of enslaved people in many tasks. Fanny’s mother was unsympathetic to her 
situation, and she frequently complained that her daughter had not written in a long time. 
She said, “every letter I get from any [of your siblings] they say they think hard of your not 
letting them ever hear from you.”  In another letter she said she “heard indirectly that you 
had a daughter.  I could not help feeling mortified that Mr. Catlett had not apprised me of 
it.”  Remarkably, Fanny’s mother’s letters also indicate that Aggy, the enslaved woman 
who had had a child with her husband, was still Mary’s “servant” at her son’s home in 
Mississippi. 

When John W.C. Catlett was in Richmond as a state senator, he also complained that 
Fanny would not write often enough to suit him.  “Why my Dearest have you not written: 
William Baytop came very unexpectedly to see me on Friday night and informed me that 
you were at a party as lively as a lark:  He did not even bring me your love until I asked 
him if you sent me no message: I was pleased to hear you were at the party for it affords 
me much pleasure to know that you are well 
and enjoying life: May God in his mercy 
never visit you with misfortune.” 

The letters became less frequent with 
the years. Fanny’s mother died in 1860 and 
was buried in Vicksburg.  It is not clear from 
the correspondence whether she ever made 
it to Timberneck, although her letters do say 
to give her love to friends in Gloucester. It is 
clear, however, that Fanny’s daughter Mary 
Armistead Catlett Jones (1850-1933) had 
fond memories of her mother, her family 
and friends, and growing up at Timberneck.  
She wrote essays for her children that are 
included in the Burwell-Catlett Papers. 

The parties Mary described at 
Timberneck must have been legendary and 
Fanny a cheerful hostess. Crowds of guests 
danced to fiddle music on the first floor and 
had supper of ham, mutton, oysters, and 
more on the second.  Because they danced, 
ate, and were merry, it wasn’t unusual for 
guests to stay the night rather than take 
horses and carriages home in the dark.  “My 
mother told me she had breakfasted as 
many as forty people after a party,” said Mary Jones in her story, “Gloucester in Other 
Days.”  Fanny must have been quite fun . . . lively as a lark, indeed. 

 

Sources: 

Burwell-Catlett Papers, 1794-1887 

Frances King Burwell Catlett  

In 1925, Fanny’s daughter wrote about her 
fond memories of Timberneck.  



Vol. 26, No. 1 24 June 2022 

 

Special Collections Research Center, Swem Library, College of William and Mary 

Elizabeth Hobbs Keckly 1818-1907 

Burwell School Historic Site. https://burwell-school-historic-site.square.site/elizabeth-keckly 

Fleischner, Jennifer (2003) 

Mrs. Lincoln and Mrs. Keckly: The Remarkable Story of the Friendship between a First Lady and a 
Former Slave. Broadway Books 

U.S. Census Records, 1840, 1850, and 1860 population and slave schedules.   

Filed Under: History Tagged With: 19th century, Burwell, Catlett, Catlett 
Family, Geneaology, Gloucester History, Timber 

 

 

Frances King Burwell Catlett  

CENTER FOR ARCHAEOLOGY, PRESERVATION AND EDUCATION (CAPE) 

The Fairfield Foundation 

P.O. Box 157 White Marsh, VA 23183 

Phone: (804) 815-4467 

Email: fairfield@fairfieldfoundation.org  



Vol. 26, No. 1 25 June 2022 

 

 

 

Ray Borden’s Music 
 

By L. Roane Hunt and Benjamin E. Borden Jr. 

 
When Ben Borden presented the program for the Gloucester Genealogical Society of 

Virginia on November 22, 2021, he brought me a newspaper article about his brother Ray 
and his final official service as organist of his church in Richmond, VA.  Ben was very 
proud of Ray’s accomplishments in church music and wanted Ray’s hometown to know 
about his success in the big city.   

William Ray Borden was the middle son of Benjamin Elias Borden Sr. and Ella Coates 
Muse.  The oldest brother was Benjamin Elias Borden Jr., and the youngest was Carter 
Muse Borden.   

The article in the Times Dispatch written by Bill Lohmann follows: 

 

Longtime Organist Plays Final Service 
Bill Lohmann 

Growing up on a farm in Gloucester County, Ray Borden loved music so 
much and wanted to play it so badly that he would sit at the kitchen table and 
pretend it was a grand piano, tapping his fingers along the tabletop as if they 
were dancing across piano keys, singing all the while.  

At age 12, he started taking music lessons from a retired schoolteacher who 
had an actual grand piano in her home.  He would hitch rides with the local 
letter carrier who would drop him at the teacher’s house and take him home 
later after delivering the mail.  As he grew older, Borden would pay for his 75-
cent lessons with the dollar he earned driving two older women to church every 
Sunday.  

"The point is, if there's a will," Borden said, "there's a way."  

And there was a lot of will here.  

Borden, 85, has played his final Sunday service at Brookland United 
Methodist Church in Henrico County, retiring after 62 years of continuous 
playing at 10 churches — an even more remarkable 72 years, if you count the 
decade he spent filling in on occasional Sundays and for special events as a 
teen at his home Baptist church in Gloucester and then at Tabernacle Baptist 
after he moved to Richmond.  

"Two months before I made this decision, I had no thought of it," Borden 
said in an interview at his home in Richmond’s West End.  "Then I thought, You 
know what?  You’re going to [retire] someday. Go ahead and do it now and have 
some freedom.  I decided I didn't want to die on the organ bench."  

Through the decades, he rarely took a Sunday off said the Rev. Lynne 
Caldwell who worked with Borden for nine years at Brookland.  
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"A pretty extraordinary fellow," said Caldwell, who now lives and works in 
Winston-Salem, N.C., but returned to Richmond to attend Borden’s final official 
service -- he actually retired after the last Sunday in December but returned to 
play as a guest organist the first Sunday in January because the new organist 
couldn’t start until the following week.  Not only the longevity of his service, 
but the spirit with which he did it.  

"I think it has a whole lot to do with who he is in the core of his being: He 
has a servant's heart.  He has a love for music, a love of the church, and he 
wanted to keep giving himself. He sees life through a lens of what’s possible."  

Borden was the middle of three boys and from an early age was instilled 
with self-confidence, raised in an atmosphere of self-reliance and 
resourcefulness that served the family well during the Great Depression. He 
remembers one year his mother filled the shelves of their cellar with 700 quarts 
of canned goods: meats, vegetables and fruits.  

The farmhouse in a wide place in the road called Piney Swamp lacked 
electricity and indoor toilets, but eventually the family did acquire an upright 
piano.  Borden would return home from his lessons, roll through his 
assignments, and then start learning hymns and other pieces on his own.  He 
would have played most of his waking hours, if it had been up to him.  
However, others in the house also enjoyed listening to the radio.  

"My daddy, bless his heart, would say, Would you mind stopping long 
enough for me to hear the news?"  Borden recalled with a laugh.  

Ray Borden’s Music 

Ray Borden of Richmond sits at his Steinway grand piano, the same one 
he learned on as a boy.  Borden, 85, recently retired from playing 
church services after decades on the bench  
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Borden graduated from high school on the last day of May 1951 and hitched 
a ride to Richmond the next day to start a job at an uncle’s insurance firm, a 
"country boy, coming to the city," he said.  He was not yet 18 years old.  

Borden had learned typing, shorthand and book-keeping in school so he was 
well-prepared, and he stayed at the firm for his entire career, working for many 
years as office manager until retirement.  

His church music work was always part time, but it held a full-time grip on 
his heart. Looking back, church music provided him friends for life, some of his 
happiest days — and lots of stories.  

There was the time early on in his organist career when a big baritone 
rehearsing a solo threatened to come after Borden if he didn't play the 
accompaniment just right during the performance.  The young Borden thought 
he was kidding, but then during the service in the middle of the solo, the man 
came toward Borden, stood behind him and peered over his shoulder.  Borden 
was embarrassed and surprised.  

"I thought things were going pretty good," Borden recalled.  

Turns out things had gone well — except the man hadn’t memorized the 
long, complicated piece and his children had made off with two or three sheets 
of his music, and he suddenly needed to look over Borden’s shoulder to see 
where they were.  

Borden figures he has performed at more than 5,000 services — counting 
Sunday mornings, Sunday nights, weekday evenings, revivals, funerals and 
weddings, including one where the bride fainted three times before she could 
say, "I do."  

"Finally, they sat her down on the pew," and the ceremony continued, 
Borden said.  "She was going to keep on fainting, I guess."  

Borden was a true "minister," said Caldwell, not just an organist.  Though he 
was a paid employee, Borden threw himself into the life of the church he was 
serving, making sure the heat was turned on in the sanctuary or the tables were 
set for fellowship meals.  He would even make pastoral visits to the sick and 
homebound if a minister was unavailable.  

Now, Borden looks forward to unscheduled Sundays leaving him free to visit 
other churches to see what he’s been missing.  Retirement also will leave him 
more time for his friends and his home, where he still does the yard work and 
still plays the piano: the Steinway grand piano, well over a century old, that he 
was taught on and now resides in his living room after he acquired it from his 
teacher and had it rebuilt.  

And he’s not closing the door on substituting on an organ bench from time 
to time.  

He'll never venture far from music. How could he?  

"It does something to you," he said. "Music comes from the soul."  

 

Ray Borden’s Music 
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Ray Borden’s Music 

I asked Ray who were some of the people in Gloucester that inspired you in your 
youth.  He listed Miss Margie Clements, Rev. Clyde Kirby, Mrs. Gertrude Ford Williams, and 
Mrs. I. M. Anderton.   

Ray feels a great debt to Miss Margie Clements relating to his life of music.  When 
interviewed for the newspaper article, he immediately credited early training and 
inspiration to his music teacher.   

Margie Pitman Clements was born on May 14, 1891, to Dr. David Oscar Clements and 
Caroline Maude Miller.  Her grandparents were David Anderson Clements and Eliza Jane 
Brown and James Miller and Virginia Laverly Smith.  Margie died on November 25, 1977.  A 
detailed article about Margie was included in The Family Tree Searcher, Vol. 25, No. 2, 
December 2021. 

Margie endured much to overcome a serious crippling disease as a child to become a 
school teacher, librarian, fund raiser and board member of the Richmond hospital where 
she had been treated, and a music teacher.   

Ray traveled to Margie’s lessons by hitching rides with the mail carrier from his home 
on Providence Road to Margie’s home at the corner of Route 17 and Providence Road and 
back on carrier’s return.  The mail carrier was James Olin Fleming (1884-1964) who 
transferred the mail to and from the local post offices.  His parents were James 
Christopher Fleming and Loulie F. Hayes; he married Edith Elnora Oliver. 

 

Rev. Clyde Alan Kirby (1918-1989) was 
Ray’s pastor at the Providence Baptist Church.  
He supported Ray by using his music talent in 
the church services.  Rev. Kirby’s parents were 
William Irving Kirby and Julia Irene Kerby.  He 
married Helen Rosalie Davis.  Their eldest son 
Rev. Timothy Kirby also served later as pastor 
of Providence Baptist Church. 

 

Mrs. Gertrude Ford Williams (1877-1967) 
was one of Ray’s Sunday School teachers.  She 
was Miss Gertrude Alverta Ford, daughter of 
James Edward Ford and Eudora Jane Fosque.  
She married Charles O’Conner William on 
August 10, 1896, and they had three children: 
Julia Ford, John Edward, and Lucy Senora. 

 

Mrs. I. M. Anderton (1882-1966) was Lucy 
Etta Lewis, daughter of Joseph Cephas Lewis 
and Mary Ann Harris.  She married Isaiah 
Milton Anderton on June 24, 1908, and they 
had one daughter Mary Kathleen Anderton.  
Mrs. Anderton’s obituary is presented on the 
next page.  She taught math and Latin in 
public high school at Hayes Store, Botetourt, 
Achilles, and the consolidated Gloucester High 
School for a total of 50 years.   

Margie 
Clements 

Mae 
Thornton 

Lucy Etta 
Lewis 

A section of the 1909 photograph of the 
Hayes Store High School student body shows 
Margie Clements holding her cane, Mae 
Thornton, and Lucy Etta Lewis (Mrs. I. M. 
Anderton.)  Mae Thornton is Hayes William’s 
mother. 
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Court Minutes of Gloucester County  

1822—1870 
 

By Alice W. Smith 

 
Gloucester suffered tremendous losses of their early records because of intense 

military activity (predominantly during the Civil War) and a courthouse fire.  All records 
were destroyed by an 1820 fire.  In addition, most of the records, i.e., county court 
records, particularly deeds, wills, and marriage records, created after 1820 were destroyed 
by fire on April 3, 1865, in Richmond, where they had been moved for safekeeping during 
the Civil War. The circuit court records were not moved to Richmond and were relatively 
unscathed. 

Circuit courts hear all criminal and civil matters not within the jurisdiction of county 
courts, including family law, juvenile delinquency and dependency, mental health, 
probate, guardianship, and civil matters over $15,000. 

Due to the historical significance of information contained within the Court Minute 
Books, the Gloucester Genealogical Society of Virginia requested and was given permission 
by the Gloucester Circuit Court Clerk to scan Court Minute Books from the 1800s. 

By using the latest apps, we were able to scan 2700 pages for the years 1822 to 1870 
without damaging the original books.  There were indices available for most of the years.  
We attempted a pen to print conversion using the latest app, but the handwriting was too 
dense for a proper translation; therefore, for the time being we will have to make do with 
the handwritten version.   

The next objective is to create a consolidated index that will serve as a ready-
reference for the years 1822 through 1870 focused on individual’s names, the associated 
year, and page number.  Our goal is to eventually provide researchers legitimate 
documentation, easily accessed, without handling bulky and delicate originals. 

The top of the first page of court minutes for January 7, 1822, is shown below: 
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The Formation of Churches Following  

the Revolutionary War 
 

By L. Roane Hunt  

 
Prior to the war, the English Colonies along the Atlantic Coast were generally a part 

of the colonial government.  The Anglican Church was the state-church of the Virginia 
Colony and the only legal church.  The Congregational Church (Puritan) was the state-
church of the Massachusetts Bay Colony of New England.  Pennsylvania Colony was a free-
church-state established by the Quakers.  Maryland was established as a colony for Roman 
Catholics.  George Whitfield traveled the entire Atlantic Coast preaching the Christian 
gospel that appealed to all with a religious interest.  He and Jonathan Edwards of 
Massachusetts are credited with a religious revival labeled as the First Great Awakening of 
the mid-1700s.   

Immediately following the war, the established churches of the newly formed United 
States were in a state of disarray, in part, because of the slow development of a new 
government and a new economic system.  The moral state of the new nation declined 
greatly until the religious revival of the Second Great Awakening that occurred in the 
nation from about 1800-1830.    

In Virginia, the state run Anglican Churches were dissolved leaving a void of any 
established churches.  Fortunately in Gloucester County, the Methodist Societies of the 
Anglican Church that met in community homes were very strong and continued to meet in 
homes.  Finally, in about 1790, John Wesley sanctioned the formation of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church for America.  Early Methodist Churches included: Bellamy, Salem, Olive 
Branch, St. Andrews, and Bethlehem.  When the religious restraints were removed from 
Virginia, Baptist preachers worked to establish their churches throughout the state.  In 
Gloucester, the Baptist worked among the citizens with a strong preference to Methodism.  
At this same time, the Presbyterians came to Virginia, but concentrated their efforts in 
central Virginia.  Also around 1790, the Episcopal Church was founded and occupied the 
buildings used by the Anglican Churches of Gloucester.  

The first Baptist Church in Gloucester County was established the Kingston Parish 
beginning about 1775 near where the governor of Virginia Colony took over Gwynn’s 
Island for a little over a month at the onset of the war.  This church was originally 
Kingston Baptist Church, sometimes “Old Baptist,” and finally, Mathews Baptist Church 
when the Kingston Parish was separated to be Mathews County in 1791.  Mathews Baptist 
continued as a strong church.   

Robert Hudgins from Mathews Baptist Church of Kingston Parish migrated along the 
Piankatank River into the Petsworth Parish in Gloucester and established the first 
Petsworth Baptist Church in about 1790, now considered as Old Petsworth.  From its 
beginning, Petsworth struggled to survive primarily because they were located in an area 
saturated by Methodism.  Some versions of history suggest that Petsworth caused other 
churches of Gloucester to form, but there is no evidence that they were ever strong 
enough to support the formation of additional churches.  Evidently, the Petsworth Church 
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disbanded around 1851, and some of their remaining members joined Ebenezer Baptist 
Church at that time. 

Abingdon Baptist Church (Union) was the third Baptist Church established in the 
southern part of Gloucester in about 1801.  This was a strong church from its beginning 
and has a long successful history.   

The Ebenezer Baptist Church was established in 1826 by Rev. Peter Ainslie.  Rev. 
Ainslie was called to pastor Mathew Baptist Church in 1821, and he purchased a large 
farm on the Piankatank River in Gloucester.  While pastoring in Mathews, he started 
Ebenezer near his home in Gloucester.  The Ebenezer history states that the Methodists 
were having very effective religious meetings in that area, and Rev. Ainslie took advantage 
of the increased religious interest to start Ebenezer.  He was very successful there for two 
years until he was called to pastor the Grafton Baptist Church in York County.  It appears 
that Mathews Baptist Church was instrumental in the formation of both Old Petsworth 
and later Ebenezer.   

As stated previously, members of the defunct Old Petsworth joined Ebenezer in 1851.  
It appears that other members started another Baptist Church in the Sassafras in 
Gloucester.  Beginning in 1856, land tax assessments lists one acre for a Baptist Church to 
John Leigh and John L. Hibble near Sassafras seven miles west of the courthouse.  John 
Leigh was a son of Rev. William Leigh who served the Old Petsworth.  John L. Hibble was 
married to Rev. Leigh’s daughter.  Although John Leigh died in 1860 and John L. Hibble 
was killed in the Civil War, this tax record for the church was continued through 1870 
which has to be a typical failure to update tax records.  The Sassafras Church failed, and 
the property was probably made available for the Bethel Baptist Church after the war. 
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