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The Editor’s Page— 

This journal is produced by a group of people who assemble 

using the name Gloucester Genealogical Society of Virginia.  We 

meet as a body five times a year to encourage investigations 

into family histories.  A smaller group, the Executive Board, 

takes responsibility for what the larger group does.  The board 

supervises the preparation of its journal’s publication twice a 

year, the preparations of various other publications like county 

tax records, the programs that are presented at the general 

meetings five times a year, and it responds to whatever issues 

arise. 

The larger program meetings are meant to be both informative and fun.  That doesn’t 

just happen, being successful takes some planning.  That’s where the board comes in.  The 

board is tasked with generating ideas for publications and presentations that are 

informative and entertaining, new and different.  The current board includes President Phil 

Morton, Vice-President Lee Brown, Secretary Buzz Perkins, Treasurer Bill Lawrence, 

Historian Martha Morton, and Membership Chairman Roane Hunt. 

To keep moving forward, the board is always looking for new ideas.  A good way to hear 

new ideas is to include new voices on the board.  We want to hear from members who 

would like to help plan meetings and publications.  Board meetings are open and members 

are welcome to attend and share ideas.  Members interested in serving as an officer and on 

the board should let the board know of their desire. 

The Family Tree Searcher also needs articles.  If you have a story to tell, let us know 

about it.  If you did some family research, write about your process, your successes and 

failures.  If you have completed all or part of your research and you want to record your 

results for your family and the public, use this journal.  The Family Tree Searcher is 

indexed on the internet so internet researchers can find your information.  The primary 

purpose of this journal is for you to share and archive your family research. 

In this issue, we list many names of people.  Once a copy is sent to the Gloucester Public 

Library and shelved and we upload the issue to the internet, then researchers will be able 

to see those names and the full articles using standard research practices. 

In summary, please participate in the activities of the society, and join in the leadership. 
 

Lee Brown, Editor 
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The Mathews Men: The Book 
 

By L. Roane Hunt 

 
The book by William Geroux released in 2016 about the Mathews men and their 

maritime experiences during the World War II has been of great interest to their 
descendents and friends in Mathews County, Virginia, and to other history enthusiasts.  
Much of the book is about a Hodges family of 
seven sons that were commanding officers in 
commercial shipping when Hitler was seeking to 
disrupt the transport of passengers and goods 
from our shores even before the United States 
entered the war.  The unprotected ships and their 
crews were very vulnerable to Hitler’s submarines 
that cruised along our eastern shore, and many 
ships were sunk before a plan of protection could 
be provided.   

Although many of the stories are about the 
Hodges brothers, the book also includes many of 
their Mathews comrades.  More than merely a 
recommendation for readers, this article presents a 

Jesse Thomas and Martha Henrietta Hunley 
Hodges with their son Jesse Raymond and 
baby Willie 

list of men and some women that are 
mentioned in the book and the page where 
they first appear.  Each person listed was 
identified, if possible, in terms of their vital 
information, parents, and spouses.   

Marie Hodges, a charter member of GGSV 
provided an article about the Hodges family 
and their maritime exploits in the December 
2001 issue of The Family Tree Searcher, 
Volume 5, Number 2.  Marie was a daughter-in-
law of Capt. Jesse Raymond Hodges, the eldest 
son of Jesse Thomas and Martha Henrietta 
Hunley.   
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The above chart shows the Hodges family of seven 
sons and four daughters with their spouses.  The 
family structure may be helpful as the book is read. 

Michael Callis shares photographs of his 
grandparents, Capt. Coleman Hulbert and Ethel Soux 
Hodges shown on the next page.  Their daughter Nancy 
is Michael’s mother shown in the adjacent photograph.   

Jesse Thomas Hodges, b. 1874, d. 1957 

 +m. Martha Henrietta Hunley, b. 1877, d. 1965 

Jesse Raymond Hodges, b. 1895, d. 1961 

+m. 1st Violet O. ?, d. 1899 

+m. 2nd Margaret Ethel Notbohm, b. 1895, d. 1964 

George Dewey Hodges, b. 1898, d. 1942 

+m. Edna Randolph Green, b. 1898, d. 1960 

Horace Willie Hodges, b. 1900, d. 1989 

+m. Lucy Payne 

Leslie Hodges, b. 1903, d. 1942 

+m. 1st Laritinea Fry 

+m. 2nd Cecile Dunn 

Mary Elizabeth Hodges, b. 1904, d. 1982 

+m. 1st Arthur Frank Corbett, b. 1900 

+m. 2nd Charlie Burton Morgan 

+m. 3rd William C. Hudgins, b. 1924 

Alice Rhoda Hodges, b. 1908 

+m. 1st John Stanley Green, b. 1900 

+m. 2nd George William Snow 

Spencer Richardson Hodges, b. 1912, d. 1973 

+m. Frances Anne Forrest, b. 1909, d. 1977 

Coleman Hulbert Hodges, b. 1913, d. 1965 

+m. Ethel Soux, b. 1914, d. 1978 

James David Hodges, b. 1915, d. 2002 

+m. Hazel Hope Hudgins, b. 1914, d. 1997 

Rachael Louise Hodges, b. 1918, d. 2011 

+m. 1st Thomas Ralph Brooks, b. 1911, d. 1973 

+m. 2nd Thomas Nathaniel Leigh, b. 1910, d. 1978 

Hilda Hodges, b. 1920 

+m. William Lee Thornton Sr. 

Hodges Family 
 

Capt. Jesse Raymond Hodges 
FTS, Vol. 5, No. 2, Dec. 2001, p. 47 

Nancy Hodges Callis 

The Mathews Men: The Book 
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Capt. Coleman Hulbert Hodges and his wife Ethel Soux Hodges 

The Mathews Men: The Book 

Both sides of mariners license for Capt. Coleman Hulbert  



Vol. 21, No. 1 6 June 2017 

Portions of The Mathews Men text can be searched to see how each person is 
described in the book at the following link: 

https://books.google.com/books?id=EjdDCgAAQBAJ&pg 

Addition  information is presented 
below for each person mentioned in the 
book in alphabetical order.  Also, the page 
number where each person is first mention 
is given. 

Wallace Marshall Albertson on page 
308, born: 1920, died: 1942, parents: Lee 
Albertson & Pearl E. Marshall.   

James Hunley Ashberry on page 161, born: 
1/21/1922, died: 5/14/1998, parents: 
Ernest W. Ashberry & Eva Virginia ?, 
spouse: Ernestine Cannon.   

Robert Belvin on page 173, born: 1914, died: 
1942.   

Holly W. Bennett on page 82, born: 1904, 
died: 1989, parents: Joseph Bruce Bennett 
& Mary Ellen Kemp, spouse: Edith C. Percy, 
rank: Capt.   

Charles Ogletree Billups on page 247, born: 
3/19/1912, died: 4/19/1944, parents: 
William Milton Billups & Nora Ogletree, 
spouse: Helen Gray Bing.   

Milton Bernard Blake on page 64, born: 
3/27/1892, died: 9/28/1960, parents: 
Charles Dixon Blake & Clemmie I. Lewis, 
spouse: Hortense V. ?, rank: Capt.   

Schuyler Otis Bland on page 190, born: 
5/4/1872, died: 2/16/1950, parents: 
Schuyler Otis Bland Sr. & Olivia James 
Anderson, spouse: Mary Crawford Putzel, 
rank: Hon.   

Lewis Preston Borum on page 28, born: 
1884, parents: John Thomas Borum & 
Mary C. Sadler, spouse: Alice Mae Cecila 
Salmon, rank: Capt.   

Thomas Ralph Brooks on page 66, born: 
1911, died: 1973, parents: Capt. Tollie L. 
Brooks & Bessie Lee ?, spouse: Rachael 
Louise Hodges.   

Robert Lee Brown on page 82, born: 
4/23/1920, died: 5/23/2007, parents: 
Luther Brown & Anne Lee Machen, spouse: 

Emma Elizabeth Stuart.   

Everett Frances Callis on page 65, born: 
7/5/1914, died: 9/4/2002, parents: 
Franklin Pierce Callis & Roberta Frances 
Hudgins, spouse: Margaret Plass.   

Herbert Elvin Callis on page 178, born: 
1/24/1906, died: 1/23/1984, parents: 
John Richard Callis & Mary Louise ?, 
spouse: Martha Elizabeth Rainer, rank: 
Capt.   

Homer Ryland Callis on page 19, born: 
9/29/1894, died: 1955, parents: William 
Ernest Callis & Lucy E. Carney, spouse: 
Nancy Lee Diggs, rank: Capt.   

Homer Verdayne Callis on page 194, born: 
1/27/1923, died: 4/29/1945, parents: 
Homer Ryland Callis & Nancy Lee Diggs.   

Lewis W. Callis on page 161, born: 1905, 
died: 6/17/1942, parents: John Edward 
Callis & Rebecca Jane Sadler, spouse: Mae 
Radawich, rank: Capt.   

Otis Levering Callis on page 275, born: 
1897, died: 1945, parents: James Otis 
Callis & Rubie T. Respess, spouse: Teresa 
Decker, rank: Capt.   

Robert Melville Callis on page 19, born: 
1892, died: 6/29/1942, parents: William 
Ernest Callis & Lucy E. Carney, spouse: 
Lucy Virginia Hudgins, rank: Capt.   

Rodney D. Callis on page 19, born: 
4/2/1911, died: 7/26/1978, parents: 
William Ernest Callis & Lucy E. Carney, 
spouse: Florence Virginia Powell, rank: 
Capt.   

William Washington Callis on page 15, born: 
1904, died: 1984, parents: James Otis 
Callis & Rubie T. Respess, spouse: 
Mildred ?, rank: Capt.   

Willie Robert Callis on page 194, born: 
12/14/1925, died: 9/26/2014, parents: 
Homer Raymond Callis & Nancy Lee Diggs, 
spouse: Emma Kathyrn Hudgins.   

The Mathews Men: The Book 
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Marion R. Capers on page 309, born: 1906, 
died: 1951, parents: John L. Capers & Alice 
Grant.   

Clarence Weldon Collier on page 78, born: 
1933, parents: Clarence Weldon Collier Sr. 
& Florence L. Godsey, spouse: Annie Ruth 
Pierce.   

Clarence Weldon Collier on page 78, born: 
4/18/1907, died: 1970, parents: Perry 
Boyd Collier & Ruby Ashbury (Ashberry), 
spouse: Florence L. Godsey.   

Perry Boyd Collier on page 78, born: 
5/9/1883, died: 1942, parents: Charles 
Carrol Collier & Lucy J. Grimstead, spouse: 
Ruby Ashbury (Ashberry).   

Jesse William Corbett on page 25, born: 
7/22/1922, parents: Arthur Frank Corbett 
& Mary Elizabeth Hodges, spouse: Erva Lee 
Sutton, rank: 2nd Officer.   

Charles Harold Davis on page 88, born: 
1912, died: 10/6/1997, rank: 1st Officer.   

Vernon Emmette Davis on page 202, born: 
1915, died: 1942, parents: Vernon 
Emmette Davis Sr. & Mary Eunice Lilly.   

Reginald Deagle on page 26, born: 
12/12/1922, died: 10/15/2015, parents: 
George Hennis Deagle & Lucy Lane 
Edwards.   

Walter Franklin Deal on page 181, born: 
6/4/1886, died: 5/17/1955, parents: John 
Allen W. Deal & Louisiana Bonneville, 
spouse: Martha Brown, rank: Capt.   

Andrew Dennis on page 205, died: 1942.   

Russell Dennis on page 2, born: 1910, died: 
1942, parents: Frank R. Dennis & Anna J. 
Birkett, rank: 3rd Officer.   

Nancy Lee Diggs on page 193, born: 1897, 
died: 1985, parents: James G. Diggs & 
Mary Ellen Adams, spouse: Homer Ryland 
Callis.   

Samuel Jones Diggs on page 167, born: 
12/4/1895, died: 1942, parents: James 
Prosser Diggs & Martha E. Campbell, rank: 
Capt.   

Boyd Sears Dixon on page 34, born: 

6/15/1919, died: 2/21/2005, parents: 
Boyd Sears Dixon Sr. & Gaynelle E. 
Dillehay, spouse: Lena Adams Matthews.   

John Waverly Dixon on page 34, born: 1932, 
parents: Boyd Sears Dixon Sr. & Gaynelle 
E. Dillehay, spouse: Anita Lucille Ansburg.   

Samuel Edward Dow on page 111, born: 
1906, died: 1988, parents: George Albert 
Dow & Clara Estelle Pritchett.   

Charles Elliott Edwards on page 168, born: 
1918, died: 1999, parents: Thomas Elliott 
Edwards Jr. & Elsie Virginia Respess, 
spouse: Ella Wanda "Teenie" Godsey.   

Raymond Carlton Edwards on page 100, 
born: 10/20/1914, died: 2001, parents: 
Clifford Ernest Edwards Sr. & Annie Lee 
Roane, spouse: Margaret Rebecca Wolfe.   

Joseph William Elliott on page 24, born: 
1927, parents: Joseph Edward Elliott & 
Eleanora Forrest.   

Benjamin Haskins Fitchett on page 239, 
born: 9/19/1925, parents: Morgan Frankin 
Fitchett & Peachie Mae Sparrow, spouse: 
Lois Hazel Owens.   

Edwin Bruce Fleming on page 84, born: 
2/23/1919, died: 11/7/1970, parents: 
Charles Bruce Fleming & Alice Cluverius.   

William Coles Forrest on page 159, born: 
1922, died: 1993, parents: William Coles 
Forrest Sr. & Marnie H. Machen.   

Wilson Tennyson Forrest on page 205, born: 
1917, died: 1942, parents: William Coles 
Forrest Sr. & Marnie H. Machen.   

Nathaniel Debnam Foster on page 110, born: 
8/14/1877, died: 1967, parents: Capt. 
Henry Howlett Foster & Madeline Debnam, 
spouse: Elizabeth Jones Macon, rank: 
Capt.   

Nathaniel Debnam Macon Foster on page 
110, born: 1912, died: 1946, parents: 
Nathaniel Debnam Foster & Elizabeth 
Jones Macon, spouse: Ruth Hawley.   

Roland Lewis Foster on page 175, born: 
1917, died: 1977, parents: Roland Lewis 
Foster Sr. & Clara Belle Winder, spouse: 

The Mathews Men: The Book 
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Thelma Linthicum Fleet.   

Roland Howard Garrett on page 220, born: 
1917, died: 1990, parents: Edwin Smith 
Garrett & Nettie Raines Minor.   

William Burton Gay on page 275, born: 
9/11/1914, died: 4/16/1942, parents: 
William Henry Gay & Annie Vessie Burton.   

Robert Billups Gayle on page 218, born: 
2/11/1908, died: 5/18/1987, parents: 
Walter Lucas Gayle & Minnie Vernan 
Garnett, spouse: Carrie Lee White, rank: 
Capt.   

John Elmo Godsey on page 161, born: 1918, 
died: 1995, parents: John Elmo Godsey Sr. 
& Eunice Elizabeth Hudgins, spouse: Lois 
Owens.   

Edna Randolph Green on page 200, born: 
1898, died: 1960, parents: John W. Green 
& Emma Susan Treakle, spouse: George 
Dewey Hodges.   

Curtis Nyall Grimstead on page 83, born: 
4/10/1893, died: 10/20/1937, parents: 
Walter Linus Grimstead & Maria Ellen 
Bailey, spouse: Ruth Mathews Hudgins.   

Edmond Allenby Grimstead on page 82, 
born: 8/21/1920, died: 8/28/1948, 
parents: Curtis Nyall Grimstead & Ruth 
Mathews Hudgins, spouse: Cecile ?.   

Paul Farnsworth Grubb on page 240, born: 
1911, died: 2/25/1967, parents: Milton 
Taylor Grubb & Elizabeth Jane Green, 
spouse: Ruby Maude Edwards, rank: Capt.   

William Franklin Hale on page 268, died: 
1945.   

Clayton Shackelford Hammond on page 
125, born: 1911, died: 1986, parents: 
Harry Leslie Hammond & Madolon 
Shackelford, spouse: Juanita Rosalind 
Callis, rank: Capt.   

Stacy Sherwood Hammond Sr. on page 181, 
born: 1912, died: 1992, parents: Harry 
Leslie Hammond & Madolon Shackelford, 
spouse: Gladys Wilson Hudgins.   

William Hammond on page 2, born: 1916, 
died: 1942, parents: Harry Leslie 

Hammond & Madolon Shackelford.   

George Ernest Harrison on page 64, born: 
4/24/1896, died: 2/4/1942, parents: 
William Alexander Harrison & Mary 
Magdaline Pritchett, spouse: Clarice 
Morgan, rank: Capt.   

Alice Rhoda Hodges on page 18, born: 1908, 
parents: Jesse Thomas Hodges & Martha 
Henrietta Hunley, spouse: 1st John Stanley 
Green, 2nd George William Snow.   

Coleman Hulbert Hodges on page 18, born: 
8/15/1913, died: 2/13/1965, parents: 
Jesse Thomas Hodges & Martha Henrietta 
Hunley, spouse: Ethel Soux.   

George Dewey Hodges on page 2, born: 
5/23/1898, died: 7/23/1898, parents: 
Jesse Thomas Hodges & Martha Henrietta 
Hunley, spouse: Edna R. Green, rank: Capt.   

Herman N. Hodges on page 303, born: 
4/11/1928, parents: Jesse Raymond 
Hodges & Margaret Ethel Notbohm, 
spouse: Barbara Jean Sibley.   

Hilda Hodges on page 18, born: 1920, 
parents: Jesse Thomas Hodges & Martha 
Henrietta Hunley, spouse: William Lee 
Thornton Sr.   

Horace Willie Hodges on page 18, born: 
1900, died: 9/1/1989, parents: Jesse 
Thomas Hodges & Martha Henrietta 
Hunley, Spouse: Lucy Payne, rank: Capt.   

James David Hodges on page 18, born: 
1915, died: 9/30/2002, parents: Jesse 
Thomas Hodges & Martha Henrietta 
Hunley, spouse: Hazel Hope Hudgins, 
rank: Capt.   

Jesse Raymond Hodges on page 18, born: 
1895, died: 1961, parents: Jesse Thomas 
Hodges & Martha Henrietta Hunley, 
spouse: 1st Violet O. ?, 2nd Margaret Ethel 
“Dolly” Notbohm, rank: Capt. 

Jesse Thomas Hodges on page 17, born: 
9/13/1874, died: 1957, parents: John 
Thomas Hodges Jr. & Sarah Elizabeth 
Richardson, spouse: Martha Henrietta 
Hunley, rank: Capt.   

Leslie Hodges on page 18, born: 1903, died: 

The Mathews Men: The Book 
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7/1942, parents: Jesse Thomas Hodges & 
Martha Henrietta Hunley, spouse: 1st 
Laritinea Fry, 2nd Cecile Dunn, rank: Capt.   

Mary Elizabeth Hodges on page 18, born: 
10/20/1904, died: 1/30/1982, parents: 
Jesse Thomas Hodges & Martha Henrietta 
Hunley, spouse: 1st Arthur Frank Corbett, 
2nd Charles Burton Morgan, 3rd William 

C. Hudgins.   

Rachael Louise Hodges on page 18, born: 
3/8/1918, died: 8/5/2001, parents: Jesse 
Thomas Hodges & Martha Henrietta 
Hunley, spouse: Thomas Ralph Brooks.   

Spencer Richardson Hodges on page 18, 
born: 1912, died: 1973parents: Jesse 
Thomas Hodges & Martha Henrietta 
Hunley, spouse: Frances Anne Forrest. 

Stanley Hodges on page 148.   

Jesse D. Hogge on page 144, born: 1899, 
died: 1942, parents: Richard Allen Hogge 
& Lucy A. Wilburn.   

Allen Tatterson Hudgins on page 220, born: 
1899, died: 1972, parents: Luther D. 
Hudgins & Mattie M. Tatterson, spouse: 
Julia A. Gibbs.   

Alton Tilton Hudgins on page 220, born: 
1918, died: 1984, parents: Edward M. 
Hudgins & Rilla E. Hudgins, spouse: 
Florence Virginia Hudgins.   

Coles Frank Hudgins on page 28, born: 
1892, parents: Charles Franklin Hudgins & 
Helen C. Hudgins.   

Elliott Robert Hudgins on page 88, born: 
1929, parents: Capt. Walter Gwynn 
Hudgins & Elizabeth Mae Wynne.   

Ellis B. Hudgins on page 110, born: 
1/11/1901, died: 2/5/1970, parents: 
Charles Columbus Hudgins & Alice A. 
Hurst, spouse: Ruby E. Callis, rank: Capt.   

Genious Thomas Hudgins on page 2, born: 
1918, died: 1942, parents: Genious 
Thomas Hudgins Sr. & Sadie Gayle, 
spouse: Salome Ward, rank: 2nd Officer.   

Guy Wingfield Hudgins on page 24, born: 
8/4/1900, died: 1957, parents: Levin L. 
Hudgins & Eula Knight, spouse: Dorothy B. 
Powell.   

Walter Gwynn Hudgins on page 88, born: 
1886, died: 5/18/1947, parents: Capt. 
Robert Elliott Hudgins Sr. & Martha Louise 
Edwards, spouse: Elizabeth Mae Wynne, 
rank: Capt.   

Wendell Hudgins on page 307, born: 1921, 

Sextant for navigation by Capt. Coleman 
Hulbert Hodges passed to his brother Capt. 
James David Hodges 

The Mathews Men: The Book 
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died: 1945, parents: Edward Howard 
Hudgins & Sarah Ella ?.   

Willard Rayfield Hudgins on page 24, born: 
1923, died: 1988, parents: Willard Rayfield 
Hudgins Sr. & Mary Thelma Taylor, 
spouse: Frances Hurst, rank: Capt.   

Willard Rayfield Hudgins Sr. on page 24, 
born: 4/2/1894, died: 1951, parents: Ellis 
B. Hudgins & Minnie Cora ?, spouse: Mary 
Thelma Taylor, rank: Capt.   

James Wilber Hunley on page 197, born: 
12/16/1913, died: 4/20/1984, parents: 
Thomas Samuel Hunley & Emma Rebecca 
Dutton, spouse: Pauline Malbrock, rank: 
Capt.   

Martha Henrietta Hunley on page 17, born: 
9/29/1877, died: 1965, parents: James 
Thomas Hunley & Alice Rhoda Marchant, 
spouse: Jesse Thomas Hodges.   

Francis Edwin Jarvis on page 183, born: 
4/8/1928, parents: John Borum Jarvis & 
Annie Lee Hodges, spouse: Mary Louise 
Morgan.   

James Elvin Lewis on page 29, born: 1897, 
died: 1958, parents: James R. Lewis & 
Susie V. Peters, rank: Capt.   

John Frederick Livesay on page 245, born: 
1923, died: 1982, parents: Joseph Stanley 
Livesay & Mary Louise Jackson, spouse: 
Jacqueline Brown Dixon.   

Charles Victor Majette on page 157, born: 
7/21/1920, died: 10/31/1999, parents: 
Charles Night Majette & Aurelia Powell, 
spouse: 1st Margaret Porter, 2nd  Carmen 
Beamer ?. 

Lemuel H. Marchant on page 204, born: 
1903, died: 1942, parents: Christopher 
Columbus Marchant & Sarah Ann Hudgins, 
rank: 2nd Officer.   

Lydia Ellen "Lottie" Mise on page 78, born: 
1928, parents: Dana H. Mise & Zettie L. 
Hubbard, spouse: 1st Thomas Lester 
Smith, 2nd William Ralph “Buddy” 
Mitchem.   

Levi D. "Levy" Morgan on page 96, born: 
1903, parents: Napoleon Vanderbilt 

Morgan & Ida Belle Marchant, rank: Capt.   

Napoleon Vanderbilt Morgan on page 96, 
born: 1872, died: 1940, parents: John W. 
Morgan & Missouri ?, spouse: Ida Belle 
Marchant, rank: Capt.   

Howard Dale Morris on page 173, born: 
3/17/1893, died: 1942, parents: Fairfax 
Morris & Virginia ?, spouse: Maggie Spear.   

Walter Bernard Pierson on page 204, born: 
4/6/1921, died: 11/3/1942, parents: 
George Henry Pierson & Nellie Mae 
Williams.   

Eleanor B. Powell on page 102, born: 1908, 
died: 2000, parents: James T. Powell & 
Melissa Catherine Borum, spouse: Mellin 
Respess.   

James T. Powell on page 102, born: 
11/25/1874, died: 1965, parents: William 
Henry Powell & Arkansas Marchant, 
spouse: Melissa Catherine Borum, rank: 
Capt.   

Thomas Oakly Rainier on page 267, born: 
1888, died: 1963, parents: Thomas Oakly 
Rainier Sr. & Martha G. ?, spouse: Carrie E. 
Brown, rank: Capt.   

Stanley Forrest Ransone on page 29, born: 
9/13/1899, parents: Malcolm Grey 
Ransone & Madeline Debnam Foster, rank: 
Capt.   

Mellin Respess on page 2, born: 1905, died: 
1942, parents: Patrick Henry Respess & 
Matilda “Tillie” Brown, spouse: Eleanor 
Powell, rank: Capt.   

Virgil Norman Respess on page 22, born: 
1/12/1894, died: 1978, parents: Roland 
Edward Respess & Ellen Powell, spouse: 
Willie Etta Callis, rank: Capt.   

William Cecil Ripley on page 156, born: 
1914, died: 1942, parents: William Cecil 
Ripley Sr. & Olive Branch Diggs.   

Charles S. “Jack” Rowe on page 95, born: 
1923, died: 2/1/2015, parents: George 
Vernon Rowe Sr. & Ada Belle Diggs, 
spouse: Dorothy Holland.   

Joseph Brandol "Pat" Shackelford on page 

The Mathews Men: The Book 
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The Gloucester Historical Society would like to 
announce the publishing of a new book titled Life 
At Summerville, Gloucester County, VA 1909-
1911 As told through the Tabb Family Diary 
Including the Catlett, Corr, DuVal, Jones, Kerns, 
Lee, and many other families.  John Tabb lived 
with his family at Summerville where he was the 
principal of the Gloucester Academy for boys.  The 
diary was transcribed by Erin S. Schwartz as a 
Historical Projects grant given by the society.  
Editing, photos, and additional information were 
added by William L. Lawrence, and the index and 
listing of major characters was compiled by Jody H. 
Perkins.  It can be purchased at the Museum of 
History or the Gloucester Visitor’s Center for $20. 

144, born: 12/2/1901, died: 8/30/1966, 
parents: Joseph Henry Shackelford & Lucy 
Truman Williams, spouse: Helene M. 
Radenac.   

Thomas Lester Smith on page 78, born: 
1923, died: 1987, parents: John R. Smith & 
Alice E. Diggs, spouse: Lydia Ellen Mise.   

Bernard A. Stansbury on page 315, born: 
1901, died: 1981, parents: Samuel S. 
Stansbury & Sallie E. Anderson, spouse: 
Doris W. ?.   

Walter F. Stillman on page 25, born: 
1/8/1921, died: 8/1/2011.   

Ernest Jefferson Thompson on page 61, 
born: 1901, died: 1942, parents: Benjamin 
F. Thompson & Ida V. Davis, spouse: 
Gertrude Theresa Travers, rank: Capt.   

Ernest Travers Thompson on page 63, born: 
1926, parents: Ernest Jefferson Thompson 
& Gertrude Theresa Travers.   

Jesse Carroll Thornton on page 56, born: 
1940, parents: William Lee Thornton Sr. & 
Hilda Hodges.   

John Watson "Jack" Ward on page 243, born: 
1925, parents: Joseph Benjamin Ward & 
Charlotte Christian, spouse: Ellen Frances 
Pierce, rank: Capt.   

Salome Ward on page 199, born: 2/10/1917, 
died: 12/5/2015, parents: Ira James Ward 
& Maggie Della Morgan, spouse: 1st 
Genious Thomas Hudgins Jr., 2nd Powell 
Foster Hudgins. 

Floyd West on page 315, born: 4/17/1903, 
died: 11/11/1975, parents: William F. 
West & Etta M. Jarvis, spouse: Gladys 
Marie Jarvis.   

Charles Lester "Pete" White on page 104, 
born: 1922, parents: Charles Diggs White 
& Mattie Belle Owens, spouse: Amy Grace 
Jenkins.   

Jack White on page 243, born: 1926.   

Merritt Franklin White on page 143, born: 
8/5/1898, died: 6/29/1942, parents: Joel 
Franklin White & Missouri F. Shinault.   

Ashley Clinton Williams on page 316, died: 
6/29/1942.   

Leslie Hilton Winder on page 242, born: 
10/1/1896, died: 1979, parents: Mathew 
Frank Winder & Annie Estelle Jarvis, 
spouse: Emily Virginia ?, rank: Capt.   

The Mathews Men: The Book 
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Lewis Family of the Poropotank and Warner Hall 
 

By Lee Brown  

 
The earliest hard evidence we have of the local Lewis family are three tombstones in a 

Lewis family cemetery in King and Queen County, Virginia. This cemetery is west of 
Poropotank Creek in what was earlier New Kent County, behind Adner.  

A middle fragment of the tombstone of John Lewis the elder [1] has this inscription:  

[bottom of family crest]  
Here lieth Interred the body  

Of Iohn Lewis (Borne in  
Munmoth Shire) died the 21 of  
Auguʃt 1657 Aged 63 yeares  
The Anagram of his Name  

I Shew no ill  

Another tombstone is broken, but fragments indicate this inscription:  

1   Harris, Dr. Malcolm H., John Lewis (1594-1657) of Monmouthshire, England, and Gloucester and 
New Kent Counties, Virginia, from The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, Volume 56, 
No. 2, April, 1948, p. 195-205.  The article, or something like it, was also printed in Volume 62, 
No. 4, Oct. 1954, p. 477-488.  I am using his phrase “the elder” for the senior John Lewis and his 
article for the text of the tombstone inscriptions.  Photographs in this section are from the files 
of Burnet Lewis and were probably exchanged with Dr. Harris.   
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Here *** the Body of  

WI******* LEWIS  

Son of C******* Lewis and  

***************** departed  

***  

A more speculative interpretation is printed in the APVA “Epitaphs book,” [2] on page 
99 in the Warner Hall section:  

Here l[yeth] the  

Body of William Lewis son of Capt  

Edward Lewis and Susanna his  

Wife who departed….  

And a third tombstone, which is mostly intact, reads:  

[design of death’s head and hour glass]  
Here Lyeth Inter.d the Body of  

Mrs. Isaballa Yard Born the 24th of  
Auguʃt 1640 and departed this Life  

Ye 9th day of February 1704 aged 6[3]  
Years 5 months & 16 days.  

Dr. Malcolm Harris, a New Kent historian, provided the results of his research into 
these tombstones in a 1948 article in the Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, 
which I will summarize in the following paragraphs.  

John Lewis the elder was born about 1594 (based on his tombstone) and emigrated to 
the Virginia Colony, bringing with him Lidia Lewis, Edward Lewis, William Lewis, and John 
Lewis, Jr., probably his wife and three sons. He patented 250 acres at the head of a branch 
of Poropotank Creek in 1653.  

Lewis Family of the Poropotank and Warner Hall 

2   Epitaphs of Gloucester and Mathews Counties in Tidewater Virginia Through 1865. Association for 
the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities, Joseph Bryan Branch, Gloucester, Virginia. The Virginia 
State Library, Richmond, Virginia, 1959.   
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In December, 1655, John Lewis, Jr., patented 250 acres on the main swamp of 
Poropotank Creek adjoining Col. Richard Lee’s Paradise and not far from Thomas Pate’s 
Gloucester Hall. Additional patents of 1663 and 1666 and his inheritance of his father’s 
land resulted in holdings of 2600 acres. Although he owned property on both sides of the 
Poropotank, his residence is believed to have been on the New Kent (now King and Queen 
County) side.  

John Lewis, Jr., married Isabella Miller, and their son is buried at Warner Hall:  

Here Lyeth Interred  
The Body of Collo John Lewis  
Son of John and Isabella Lewis  

And one of his Majestys Honble  
Council for this Colony who was  

Born ye 30th of November 1669 & departed  
This Life on ye 14th of November 1725.  

After the death of her husband, Isabella married Robert Yard of Petsworth Parish, 
Gloucester County, whose property was across the Poropotank from the Lewis’s land in 
New Kent. At her death she was buried in the Lewis family cemetery, where John Lewis Jr. 
is probably also buried. Robert Yard survived her by several years.  

Dr. Harris’s work is also referenced in the APVA “Epitaphs Book” in the section on the 
Warner Hall graveyard. Inscriptions on three additional gravestones in the Lewis cemetery, 
for which I’ve seen no photographic evidence, are attributed to him:  

Lewis Family of the Poropotank and Warner Hall 
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[Arms]  
Here [lyeth] intered  

[the] body of Capt [Edward Le]wis  
the son of Major [John Lewis and  

his wife I]sabellah who [was grandson  
of Jo]hn Lewis of Monmouth Shire and  

was born near [this place the 5th of] Septbr  
1667 and [departed this life] the 11th of Febr  
1713 [aged 47 years] 5 months and 6 days.  

[Jo]hn Lewis [son of] Capt. Edward  
Lewis and Susanna his wife who departed  

this life April 7, 1718  

Here lyeth  
the body of Ann Skaife wife of the  
Rev. Mr. John Skaife and daughter  
of Capt. Edwd Lewis and Susanna  

his wife who departed this life Febr  
16th 1716 aged 27 years on whose left  

lye the bodys of Susanna and  
Mildred her two daughters the first  

aged 3 years died Febr 17, 1716  
and the other aged 10 days died  

Febr 20, 1716  

That publication of tombstone inscriptions from the Lewis and Warner Hall 
Cemeteries helps us add to the Lewis family tree:  

Elizabeth Warner, daughter of Augustine Warner and his wife Mildred Reade, married 
John Lewis (son of John, Jr., and Isabella), born 24 November, 1672, died 5 February, 
1719/20.  

Capt. Edward Lewis, son of Major John Lewis and his wife Isabellah Miller and 
grandson of John Lewis of Monmouth Shire, England, was born 5 September, 1667, died 11 
February, 1713.  

John Lewis, son of Capt. Edward Lewis and his wife Susanna, died 7 April, 1718.  

William Lewis was another son of Capt. Edward Lewis and his wife Susanna.  

Ann Lewis, daughter of Capt. Edward Lewis and his wife Susanna, married Rev. Mr. 
John Skaife, was born about 1689 and died 16 February, 1716. Her daughters are buried 
beside her. Susanna died 17 February, 1716, at age 3; Mildred died 20 February, 1716, age 
10 days.  

This leaves us with a partial genealogy based partly on extant tombstones along with 
other records (brackets identify the cemetery where a tombstone is found):  

Lewis Family of the Poropotank and Warner Hall 
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John Lewis the elder (1594-1657) [Lewis]  

+ m. Lydia  

Edward Lewis  
William Lewis of “Chemokins”  
John Lewis, Jr. (1639-1689)  
+ m. Isabella Miller (1640-1703/4) [Lewis]  

Edward Lewis (1667-1713) [Lewis?]  
+ m. Susanna  

John Lewis (-1718) [Lewis?]  
William Lewis [Lewis]  
Ann Lewis (1689-1716) [Lewis?]  
+ m. John Skaife  

Susanna Skaife (1713-1716) [Lewis?]  
Mildred Skaife (1716-1716) [Lewis?]  

John Lewis (1669-1725) [Warner Hall]  
+ m. Elizabeth Warner (1672-1719/20) [Warner Hall]  

14 children  

The descendency of John Lewis (1669-1725) and Elizabeth Warner is described in 
Warner Hall: Story of a Great Plantation. [3]  Warner Hall cemetery inscriptions are also 
listed there.  

Dr. Harris acknowledges an earlier theory that Robert Lewis, an immigrant to York 
County by 1644 (when York included current Gloucester, King and Queen, and New Kent 
counties) was the progenitor of the Lewises of Warner Hall, and not John Lewis the elder of 
Monmouth. While noting that all evidence is circumstantial, he believes the subsequent 
discovery of Isabella’s gravesite in the Lewis Cemetery with John Lewis the elder 
establishes the connection with John, not Robert. Robert Lewis did acquire land in 1649 
near the mouth of the Poropotank, on the west (King and Queen) side, but there is no 
record of any sons who would have perpetuated the Lewis name. His lands were inherited 
by his two daughters, Mary and Alice.  

It is interesting that several Lewis families came to the Poropotank area in the 
seventeenth century, including Zachary Lewis near Dragon Swamp in 1694, and 
Christopher Lewis who patented land in the same area earlier in 1684. Christopher could 
be a relative of John Lewis, but Zachary has no known connection to John, Christopher, or 
Robert.  

The author’s immigrant Lewis ancestor is Zachary Lewis, and his connection to Warner 
Hall is his ancestor Mary Warner, younger sister to the Elizabeth Warner who married John 
Lewis and inherited Warner Hall.  Mary married John Smith of Purtan.  

The fragments of the third Lewis cemetery gravestone are mysterious. It seems that 
they are thought to be from the gravestone of William, a son of Capt. Edward Lewis, son of 
John Lewis, Jr. That Edward may have inherited the Lewis lands, as the cemetery may be 
home to the remains of him, his wife, and a couple of his sons.  

Or perhaps the gravestone is for a son of nearby Christopher Lewis, though there is no 
known connection between the two families.  

Lewis Family of the Poropotank and Warner Hall 

3   Brown, David and Thane Harpole. Warner Hall: Story of a Great Plantation. DATA Investigations, 
LLC, 2005, p. 10.   
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Preservation of the Lewis Cemetery 
 

By Dr. Augustine W. Lewis 
 

Decades ago Dr. Malcolm Harris of West Point, a noted Virginia historian, uncovered a 
very old gravesite when he began exploring the old Lewis property on the Poropotank 
Creek, but what he actually discovered was a link to the Lewis Family of Warner Hall in 
Gloucester County with the first of this Lewis family to immigrate from Wales in the 
Seventeenth Century.  Dr. Harris described the gravestone as reading that John Lewis who 
was buried there was from "Munmouth Shire" (Monmouthshire) and died the 21st of 
August 1657 at the age of 63 years.  The stone found next to his was for his daughter-in-
law, Mrs. "Isaballa Yard," who married first his son, John Lewis, and then Robert Yard.  As 
noted on his gravestone John and Isabella Lewis were the parents of Colonel John Lewis 
who is buried at Warner Hall. Colonel John Lewis had married Elizabeth Warner, the 
daughter of Augustine Warner II.  She inherited Warner Hall, in Gloucester County, after 
her brothers died and Lewises lived there until the 19th Century.  

Before Dr. Harris’s discovery, which he reported in the "Virginia Magazine of History 
and Biography" in 1948, the assumption was that the original Lewis forebear was a Robert 
Lewis who lived in the same area and who immigrated from Wales years earlier.  This had 
been promoted by the authoritative book written by Colonel Merrow Edgerton Sorley, 
"Lewis of Warner Hall, The History of a Family," but even he had admitted that this was a 
"traditional" and not a definite connection.  Robert Lewis, who lived a few miles from the 
John Lewis site, had on record only two daughters.  

Here lieth Interred the body  
Of John Lewis (Borne in  

Munmoth Shire) died the 21 of  
August 1657 Aged 63 yeare  
The Anagram of his Name  

I Shew no ill  

Here Lyeth Inter,d the Body of  
Mrs. Isaballa Yard Born the 24th of  

August 1640 and departed this Life  
y 9th day of February 1704 aged 6[3]  

Years 5 mounths & 16 days.  
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Damaged John Lewis Cemetery 

Preserved John Lewis Cemetery 

Preservation of the Lewis Cemetery 
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Subsequently, further exploration by Dr. Harris uncovered more gravestones. Besides 
those for John Lewis the elder, Isabella Yard, and William Lewis her grandson, he 
uncovered stones for Captain Edward Lewis, brother to the John Lewis buried at Warner 
Hall, and two of his children, John Lewis, who married the sister of Augustine Washington 
(George’s father), and Ann Lewis Skaife, who is buried with two daughters, one a newborn.  
The significance of Captain Edward 
Lewis’s stone is that it had a more 
complete Coat of Arms, allowing for 
researchers to better investigate the 
immigrant John Lewis’s Welsh linage.  

Records from Wales indicate that 
he was a merchant of some means 
living near present day Abergavenny in 
the parish of Llantilio Pertholey.  Like 
most Welsh gentry of the time, he was a 
supporter of King Charles in the British 
Civil War.  When the royalists were 
defeated he evidently found his 
situation uncomfortable enough that it 
prompted him to bring his family, 
including a wife and three sons, to the 
New World.  

In 1653, he took out a patent on 
the property on the Poropotank in what was then New Kent County, now King and Queen 
County. He lived only 4 years after arriving here, but his son John, married to Isabella 
Miller, became the subsequent owner.  He and his family were living on the property when 
troops with Bacon's Rebellion were encamped on a nearby property, and as a highway 
marker on Route 14 notes, "suffered from the depredations of the rebels."  Their elder son 
Captain Edward Lewis inherited the property, while their other son John moved first to 
Chemokins in New Kent and then to Warner Hall.  

Colonel John Lewis and Elizabeth Warner Lewis had descendants that include Fielding 
Lewis of Kenmore in Fredericksburg, brother-in-law of George Washington, and a major 
financial supporter of the American revolutionary cause, and the great explorer, 
Meriwether Lewis, of the Lewis and Clark expedition.  

In 2006, the property on which the Lewis graves were uncovered was sold, and the 
owner deeded a half-acre of land to the King and Queen Historical Society to preserve the 
site.  A committee of members of the Society and the Lewis family was established to raise 
funds and to be stewards for the gravesite. A post and chain fence have been erected that 
encompass the property.  Ground penetrating ultrasound has been used to determine the 
number of graves at the site, as many as thirty have been found.  In summer 2016, the 
Chicora Foundation of South Carolina was hired to do restoration and preservation work 
on the stones themselves. Future plans include constructing a brick enclosure for the 
gravesite that would be designed to be like the one at Warner Hall in Gloucester.  

Dr. Malcolm Harris’s archeological work has uncovered a significant historic site in 
King and Queen County and what is probably the oldest identifiable grave in the county.  
The connection to important figures in our nation's early years makes this particularly 
important to preserve.  

John Lewis, b. 1594, d. 1657 

 +m. Lydia ? 

John Lewis, b. 1639, d. 1689 

+m. Isabella Miller, b. 1640, d. 1703 

Edward Lewis, b. 1667, d. 1713 

+m. Susanna ? 

Ann Lewis, b. 1689, d. 1716 

+m. Rev. Mr. John Skaife, b. 1682, d. 1736 

Mary Skaife, b. 1715 

+m. Beverly Whiting, b. 1707, d. 1755 

John Lewis, b. 1669, d. 1725 

+m. Elizabeth Warner, b. 1672, d. 1720 

Family of John Lewis the elder 

Preservation of the Lewis Cemetery 
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Kerns Family of Gloucester, Virginia 
 

By L. Roane Hunt and William L. Lawrence 

 
Maris Vernon Kerns brought his family from Pennsylvania to Gloucester, Virginia, in 

1858.   He came with the ability to build mills needed to grind corn into corn meal, grind 
wheat into flour, and saw logs into lumber.  John G. Landis and Henry Bushong, who were 
in the process of purchasing Wareham and about 1,500 acres of land in Gloucester, 
convinced Maris to come and make use of his talents in Gloucester.  The decision by Maris 
Kerns to move south was probably difficult, but 
after a few years, the decision to stay in Gloucester 
in the face of the Civil War had to be more difficult.  
His initial mill construction was destroyed by the 
Union Army occupation during the war. 

Maris and his wife Emma Jane moved south 
soon after the birth of their fourth child Ida May 
Kerns.  In all, they had eight children, two died in 
their childhood.  The family chart on the next page 
lists their children and other descendents 
mentioned in this article.   

Their youngest son was William W. Kerns who 
received his medical schooling at the Medical 
College of Richmond and practiced medicine on the 
Eastern Shore of Virginia.  He married Carrie Clifton in 1897, and they had two sons.  Their 
son Clarence Clifton Kerns married Dorothy Walton and lived in Middlesex Co., NJ, near 
Newark.  He was identified in the 1940 census as a chemist working in cyanide 
manufacturing.  He and Dorothy had two sons, Richard and Robert. 

Clarence Clifton Kerns wrote a history of the Kerns family in two parts that are 
presented in this article.  The first part, written to his son Richard, described the Kerns 
move to Virginia and the mills built by his grandfather Maris Kerns.  The second part, 
addressed to Robert, described his father’s career in medicine on the Eastern Shore. 

The events described in part one of the Kerns history are validated by the Gloucester 
census and tax records.  Maris was part of a greater migration from Pennsylvania (primarily 
from Lancaster County) in the late 1850s.  In the 1859 tax assessment, Henry Bushong was 
charged for Wareham and 1,700 acres of land six miles north of the court house.  In 1860, 
Henry Bushong and John G. Landis were assessed as partners for Wareham and about 
2,000 acres in the same area.  John Landis’, brother-in-law Henry B. Groff was assessed 
taxes in 1861 for Burleigh Farm and 300 acres about 2 miles southwest of the court house.   

The 1860 Gloucester census shows the Maris Kerns family with other Pennsylvania 
families and workers listed on the same page.  These families included Jacob Ebright and 
his three sons Henry, Ephraim, and John; Edward Caldwell and his son William; and Philip 
Rank.  In the left margin of the page was written, “Building Houses.”  Within these 

Maris Vernon Kerns & Emma 
Jane Lefevre Kerns 
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households, there were twenty 
professionals and laborers including four 
engineers, two carpenters, a blacksmith, 
and two wagon makers.  Maris was listed 
as “clerk at mill” with $200 personal 
property.  The only family to be assessed 
land tax was Henry Ebright in 1861 for 
20 acres 4 miles northwest of the court 
house. 

As Gloucester prepared for war, the 
Pennsylvania workers were faced with 
the decision to stay with the south or 
return to their homes in the north.  Maris 
Kerns and Henry Bushong enlisted in the 
5th Virginia Cavalry on May 7, 1861, at 
the Gloucester Court House.  Maris 
served throughout the war and returned 
to participate in reconstruction.  
According to the war records, Henry 
Bushong deserted to the enemy in 
Lancaster Co., PA, on November 11, 
1863.  John Landis, Philip Rank, and 
Henry Ebright continued to live in 
Gloucester after the war.  Their children 
married fellow “Gloucesterites.” 

The following news was reported in 
the The Lebanon Advertiser, Lebanon, 
Illinois, on Wednesday, 17 April 1861, 
Page 2, Column 5: “A SERIOUS LOSS— On 
the 12th ult. the large Steam Grist and 
Saw Mills, situated in Gloucester County, 
Va., about 50 miles below Richmond, and 
owned by Henry Bushong and John G. 
Landis, of Lancaster County, were totally 
consumed by fire, together with about 
$3,000 worth of lumber.  About two 
years ago, these gentlemen purchased a tract of woodland containing some 1,500 acres, on 
which they built these mills, at a cost of $30,000.  Their total loss is estimated at upwards 
of $50,000, as there was no insurance on either the mills or lumber.  The fire was the work 
of incendiaries, as it is supposed it was done by some of the creditors of the firm who 
sought this plan of revenging themselves.” 

The Kerns history by Clifton Kerns lists the mills in Gloucester County and states that 
the location of these mills are noted on the 1912 R. A. Folkes map of Gloucester.  This map 
is well known for its locations of white and colored schools (see pages 24-25), but a version 
of the map with mill locations has not been found.  Such a map is of great interest to local 
historians. 

Transcriptions of part 1 and 2 of Kerns History by Clifton Kerns addressed to his sons 
Richard and Robert follow beginning on page 22. 

Maris Vernon Kerns, b. 1827, d. 1884 

 +m. Emma Jane Lefevre, b. 1828, d. 1901 

Hetty H. Kerns, b. 1851, d. 1910 

+m. Cassius W. Enos, b. 1848 

Hiram Oscar Kerns, b. 1853, d. 1931 

+m. Julia Florence Trevilian, b. 1858 

Franklin Lefevre Kerns, b. 1856, d. 1939 

+m. Isabella Roxanne Hayes, b. 1861, d. 1926 

Ida M. Kerns, b. 1858, d. 1927 

+m. Jesse Gill Crouch, b. 1839, d. 1901 

Annie Virginia Kerns, b. 1861, d. 1863 

Maris Vernon “Bunny” Kerns Jr., b. 1864, d. 1940 

+m. Mary Lester Shackelford, b. 1868, d. 1933 

Martin Shackelford Kerns, b. 1892, d. 1970 

+m. 1st Josephine Moore, b. 1891, d. 1920 

+m. 2nd Helen Trevilian, b. 1900, d. 1963 

William Vernon Kerns, b. 1893, d. 1940 

+m. Annie Ruth Minor, b. 1888, d. 1971 

Mary Elizabeth “Betty” Kerns, b. 1924 

+m. James Robert McMillan 

Mary Ann Kerns, b. 1896 

Mary Ellen Kerns Jr., b. 1866, d. 1870 

Dr. William Witmer Kerns, b. 1870, d. 1941 

+m. Carrie Clifton, b. 1874, d. 1934 

Clarence Clifton Kerns, b. 1906, d. 1997 

+m. Dorothy Dale Walton, b. 1912, d. 2003 

Richard Clifton Kerns, b. 1940 

Robert W. Kerns, 

Witmer W. Kerns, b. 1909 

Family of Maris Vernon Kerns 

Kerns Family of Gloucester, Virginia 
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Part 1 
For Richard C. Kerns 

Your Great Grandfather - Maris Vernon Kerns, Sr. 

Maris Vernon Kerns Sr., son of Levi and 
Hannah Vernon Kerns, was born in Bart 
Township, Lancaster County, PA, April 19, 
1827.  On Sept. 26, 1850 he married Emma 
Jane LeFevre born May 12, 1828 in nearby 
Paradise, PA.  Maris was a Quaker.  Emma 
Jane was an Episcopalian and was quite 
active in the work of the Episcopal Church in 
Paradise.  

In the year 1857, 30 year old Maris 
Kerns, by now a well-established millwright 
living at Rock Mills Farm in Bart Township 
with his wife and their three small children, 
received an offer and/or-an invitation so 
promising that it could not be refused even 
though it meant moving his young family 
permanently to another state.  The Landis 
Family, formerly of Lancaster where they 
were friends of Maris Kerns, now contacted 
him from their home in Gloucester County, 
VA.  They asked that he move permanently 
with his family to Gloucester for the purpose 
of supervising the construction of water 
powered grist mills in that area.  Windmills 
served coastal areas at the time.  

Maris and Emma Jane must have been 
reluctant to accept the Landis’s offer since it 
meant leaving all their friends and his 
business associates and other connections.  
The anticipated advantage professionally, 
however, must have been the deciding factor 
for they did decide that they would make the 
move.  Maris would go first and find a place 
for them to live, and then Emma Jane and 
the children would follow later.  

Maris made the trip to Gloucester alone 
in 1857 and started building the large 
“Gloucester Steam Mills” residence which 
was to house his family as well as the thirty-
six workmen he employed to build the mill 
and then operate it.  A second and smaller 
house was built about this time to house the 
family of Philip Rank, probably an associate 
in the operation of the mill.  A third house, 

the home of Mr. Henry Ebright and his wife 
Peggy, was built a little while later.  

The “Old Steam Mill” was built on the 
upper branch of Poropotank Creek, on what 
later would become Route 33 (now 14), 
between Plain View and Adner. When 
finished, this mill with its four 
approximately forty-foot steam boilers was 
said to be the largest grist and saw mill 
combined in Eastern Virginia.  

The move to Gloucester, VA, made in 
September 1858 must have been an 
adventurous undertaking for Maris and 
Emma Jane Kerns for at that time, there were 
no household moving companies, no 
convenient railroad shipping terminals, and 
no convenient shipping by boat.  It is likely 
that the trip had to be made by means of 
team drawn overland wagon - possibly like 
the Conestaga wagons favored by the 
settlers of the West.  Much discussion must 
have accompanied the problem of what to 
take and what had to be left behind.  It can 
only be speculated that Maris and Emma 
Jane and their four children - the youngest a 
5 months old baby girl - made the trip using 
team-drawn wagon, travelling over 
established land travel routes, stopping 
overnight at taverns or inns along the way.  

That the trip really was made by 
overland touring wagon is suggested by the 
mid-life recollection of Franklin LeFevre 
Kerns, one of the travelers: “I was aroused 
and found myself on the floor of a long 
touring wagon.  The first person I beheld 
was my mother, and she was holding a baby 
in her arms, who afterwards proved to be my 
little sister Ida May who was born April 28, 
1858.”  

Although born and raised in a Quaker 
area, Emma Jane Kerns had been a very 
active member of the Episcopal Church in 
Paradise, Lancaster County, PA, before she 

Kerns Family of Gloucester, Virginia 
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 moved from that section.  Now in 
Gloucester, she visited Ware Episcopal 
Church only to find that all pews were 
rented to pew holders.  When she was not 
invited to sit and worship with any of them, 
her ardor for the Episcopalians cooled 
considerably so she did not return to the 
Church on the following Sunday.  Years later, 
however, after the Civil War was over and 
the children had joined Bellamy Methodist 
Episcopal Church South, both she and Maris 
Vernon joined the church of their children.  

Soon after her arrival in Gloucester and 
possibly even before she was properly 
settled in her new home, Emma Jane found 
herself called upon to house and cook for 
the 36 workers who had been hired to build 
the new mill, work there, and cut and haul 
timber for the mill.  She did her baking in an 
outside brick oven.  

The two older children, Hetty now 7 and 
Hiram Oskar now 6, were of school age. 
Their education began shortly thereafter 
when a school was started in the nearby 
Ebright home.  Prof. Banks was the teacher.  
Later, Hetty attended the boarding school at 
the home of Mr. Jefferson Stubbs.  

Good fortune seemed to smile on the 
Kerns family.  The mill and the three houses 
had been built and everything was going 
well.  The outbreak of the Civil War, 
however, complicated their plans.  All of 
their old friends, relatives, and loved ones 
were in Pennsylvania.  Here in Gloucester 
there were only a few new friends and 
associates and a promising but far from 
certain future.  The choice of whether to stay 
in Gloucester or return to Lancaster was 
particularly difficult for Maris since his own 
brother, William, had already signed up to 
fight with the Union Army.  The decision, 
finally, was to stay in Virginia because family 
and home was there and, in addition, his 
professional future seem to be brighter there 
than elsewhere.  The decision to stay in 
Gloucester was followed soon after by 
Maris's decision to join the Confederate 
Army and fight, if necessary, for his family 

and his home.  So he volunteered to serve in 
the Confederate Army and, possibly because 
of his interest in music, he played the violin 
and the flute, became Regimental Bugler, 
Company “A” of the 5th Virginia Cavalry 
Regiment of Gloucester County “in the war 
in defense of Virginia, 1861-1865.”  He 
carried sword and saber and served with 
Capt. Frank Bridges, under General William 
B. Taliaferro.  

Franklin L. Kerns, son of Maris and Emma 
Jane recalled in later life:  “My father leaving 
to meet Captain Bridges, playing “Dixie” on 
his bugle, which could be heard after he 
passed out of sight through the woods.”  

Captured by Federal forces at Woods 
Cross Roads in Gloucester while home on 
furlough in September 1863, (WWK says in 
“A Sketch of Confederate History” that the 
date was spring of 1864) he was taken to the 
Point Lookout and Federal Prison Camp of 
the Fort Lincoln System of Defenses at Point 
Lookout, Maryland, located at the, 
convergence of the Potomac River and the 
Chesapeake Bay.  He was held there until the 
end of hostilities.  Then he was shipped by 
boat to the Confederate Prison Camp at 
Savannah, GA, where federal soldiers were 
imprisoned during the war.  There, as a part 
of a prisoner exchange program, he was set 
free to get home as best he could.  Why to 
Savannah rather than to any one of the 
nearby Tidewater ports - all close to 
Gloucester - is difficult to understand unless 
the long trip was required by the prisoner 
exchange program.  His only choice was to 
walk - which he did, in the company of a 
fellow Gloucester soldier, Charles Minor, 
who was a telegrapher.  [Note by Betty Kerns 
McMillan: I think this was the grandfather of 
Ruth Minor Kerns, wife of William Vernon 
Kerns.]  The war years were difficult for 
Emma Jane at home with her children.  
Federal troops or skirmishing parties burned 
the "Old Steam Mill" but left untouched the 
three houses (Kerns, Rank, and Ebright) that 
stood some three hundred yards away.  The 
soldiers harassed the family on a number of 
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occasions but did not harm them physically.  

Emma Jane decided to move from the “Old 
Steam Mill” place on the public highway to 
“Hickory Hill,” a secluded farm owned by the 
Landis Family and located between Ark and 
Signpine.  There she could raise food for her 
family and have a private school for her own 
children and the other children in the 
community.  She employed Miss Mary Cook as 
the teacher and governess in her home.  

Son Hiram Oscar, now 13 and the man of 
the family, relieved her of much of the 
drudgery of outdoor work such as planting 
their food crops, harvesting, etc.; and “Aunt 
Lucy,” the colored house servant, helped with 
the housework and cooking.  

After Maris Vernon returned home from 
service in the Confederate Army and from 
imprisonment, and had rested awhile, he built 
Cow Creek Mill.  Then he purchased the Wyatt 
home, “Independence” near Gloucester Court 
House, and moved his family there.  Next he 
employed Professor Farinholt to continue the 
school in the Scott building between the 
mansion and the main road.  This school 
building later was removed from the property.  

Maris’s skills were needed particularly 
after the Civil War when all of Gloucester’s 
mills except Robins Mill at Roanes were 
burned.  He was thought to have had family 
connections to the steel mills in Pennsylvania, 
giving him access to the metal, an advantage 
probably not enjoyed by most southern 
builders.  

It is believed that Maris Kerns brought 
knowledge for the building of the first flour 
mill in Tidewater, Va., and it is certain that 
Cow Creek Mill in Gloucester was one of the 
first here.  Grist mills had existed for over a 
hundred years in this area, but the 
complications of machinery used in making 
flour had not been undertaken by anyone.  It 
took Mr. Kerns to bring that know-how to 
Gloucester.  

He was credited with the building or re-
building of seven mills in Gloucester County: 
the Kerns’ Mill at Adner, a water driven saw 
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mill, Stubbs Mill near Petsworth, Melicoote 
Mill near Ark, Haynes or Clopton’s Mill at 
White Marsh, Burke’s Mill, and Cow Creek 
Mill.  

The original drawings made by Maris 
Kerns in 1866 for the Cow Creek Mill are still 
in the possession of his great grandson.  One 
record states that he built the Haxall Mill in 
Richmond.  If he did, he might have met 
James C. Clifton, Head Miller, whose 
daughter, Carrie, later would marry Maris’s 
youngest son, Willie.  

In January 1912, Surveyor and 
Superintendent of public schools, Mr. R. A. 
Folkes, drew a map of Gloucester County on 
which - in addition to roads, public schools, 
waterways and Post Offices - he drew 
encircled numbers at the locations of all of 
the mills in the county and of the residences 
owned or rented by Maris Vernon Kerns.  An 
"Explanation" (key) on one side of the map 
listed the encircled numbers and the mill or 
residence to which the number referred, 
thus:  
 1  Kerns’ Saw Mill (K) = Built by Maris 

Vernon Kerns 1853 to -  
 2  Cow Creek Mill (flour and meal) (K)  
 3  "Hail western" (K) Rented  
 4  Wiatt Hse and Scott School Hse (K)  
 5  “Hickory Mill Hse. (K) Rented  
 6  Stubb’s Mill (Meal) (and Flour ?)(K)  
 7  “Burke’s Mill” (Meal) (K)  
 8  “Melicotes’ [Medlicott] Mill” (K)  
 9  “Haynes; or Clopton’s Mill” (Meal) 

(K)  
 10  “Kerns’ Steam Mill” (Saw-Barr) (K)  
 11  “Robin’s Mill” (Meal)  

 12  “Fox Mill” (Meal)  
 13  “Lewie’s Mill” (under-shot) (Meal)  
 14  “Robin’s Mill” (Meal)  
 15  “South’s Mill” (Meal)  
 16  “Pratt’s Mill” (Meal)  
 17  “Tide Mill” (Cloth) or “Thomas 

Teagle’s” or “Spann.”  
 18  “Crutson’s Mill”  
 19  “John West’s Tide Mill” (Meal)  
 20  “Teagle’s Mill” or “Buckner’s” (Meal)  
 21  Hughes Mill (Meal)  

 22  Stubbs’ Saw Mill  
 23  Wood’s Mill (Meal?)  
 24  Weavers Mill - Ice Plant later)  

[A version of the Folkes Map with the 
locations of these mills has not been found.] 

No records were left of Maris Kerns as a 
business man.  We know that he was a good 
millwright, draftsman, and organizer and he 
was ambitious.  But it is not known whether 
or not his business ventures were profitable 
financially.  While he was in the army, his 
suffering was not only physical but financial 
as well with the destruction of his mill 
properties.  To judge from the number of 
new mills attributable to him, it can be 
assumed that his post war ventures should 
have been quite profitable but this 
assumption may not take into account the 
general depression that characterized the 
post war period in the South.  

Evidently there were funds before and 
after his service in the army sufficient to 
cover food, clothing, housing, and private 
education for the children, but at his death 
on December 17, 1884, what was left to 
support Emma Jane and the two sons 
“Bunny” (Maris Vernon, Jr.) now 20 and 
Willie 13.  The older living siblings were 
married by this time, and in homes of their 
own, presumably prospering.  

Emma Jane lived at “Independence” 
with “Bunny” and Willie until Willie’s 
departure for college, his civil engineering 
years, and his medical training. "Bunnie" 
meanwhile had married, and with his new 
bride, continued to live at “Independence” 
and take care of his mother.  Emma Jane left 
behind two unfinished letters that told of 
her loneliness in her last years.  She enjoyed 
her visits with siblings and other relatives in 
Lancaster, but the loneliness returned when 
she returned to Virginia where she had 
raised her family.  She died March 3, 1901, 
as her youngest son was just establishing a 
medical practice on the far off Eastern Shore.  
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Part 2 

Robert W. Kerns 

Your Grandfather: William Witmer Kerns, M.D. 

Boyhood must have been a lonesome 
time for young Willie Kerns, born on the 
second day of September, 1871.  His oldest 
sibling Hannah Hetty and next in line Hiram 
Oscar each had only recently married and 
left home by the time he was 4 and able not 
only to walk but also to talk and to listen.  
His brother Franklin was 15, sister Ida 13, 
brother Maris Vernon (always called “Bunny”) 
7.  Two other sisters, born in Virginia, had 
died in early childhood.  While the seven year 
difference in ages between Willie and his 
nearest sibling “Bunny” and the fifteen year 
difference in ages between Willie and of 
Franklin was too great to allow them to share 
boyhood activities, interests, and pursuits, it 
did not interfere with the lifetime love and 
affection they felt for each other.  

Willie never knew his sister Mary Ella 
who at four years of age had died only five 
months before he was born.  His two older 
sisters Hettie and Ida had married several 
years earlier and were starting their separate 
families both in Richmond, Va.  His oldest 
brother Hiram Oscar (presumably the Bible 
record name “Oskar” was a Pennsylvania 
German calligrapher’s spelling of a name 
that was given to him verbally. He was called 
“Oscar” by his siblings H. O. Kerns, or simply 
“H. O.” by others).  He had started in 
business as a miller in 1874 shortly before 
his marriage in 1875.  He worked as a tax 
collector and in various milling jobs before 
he finally moved to Sutherlin, Va., where he 
bought and operated Sutherlin Rolling Mills, 
the wheat and corn grinding mill previously 
owned by the town’s founder, a Major 
Sutherlin for whom the town had been 
named. “H. O.” soon became a very 
prosperous and influential citizen in 
Sutherlin.  He was prominent as a miller, 
foundry man, and banker, and was active in 
civic matters and in politics.  His generous 

contributions of money and services resulted 
in his church being renamed the Kerns 
Memorial United Methodist Church in his 
honor.  An additional honor came when he 
was elected Grand Master of the Virginia 
Masonic Lodge.  He had a large family, and 
his descendants outnumber those of all his 
brothers.  

Willie’s brother Franklin married, 
moved to Richmond, VA., and had two 
children both of whom died in infancy.  He 
spent his life doing religious work and 
writing for religious publications.  

Maris Vernon, Jr. did not leave 
“Independence.”  He took care of his mother 
until her death in 1901, then married and 
started a family of his own.  He did what he 
could for his younger brother but the needs 
of his mother, those of his own family, and 
the start-up in farming had to come first.  

As a young child, Willie Kerns often 
found himself alone because he was not able 
physically to join his siblings in their work or 
play.  The age difference was simply too 
great.  Thus he realized early in life that he 
would have to depend upon his own 
ingenuity and make his own decisions.  
Companionship came to him soon in the 
form of a small but very smart and tenacious 
young terrier puppy, “Nip,” which from then 
on became his constant companion.  He and 
his dog roamed the woods in the spring after 
the sap started to run freely looking for a 
chestnut tree branch that he might use to 
make a flute as his father had taught him 
and in the fall trapping small animals and 
collecting chestnuts and chinquapins.  

“Nip,” always at his master’s side, took 
great delight in exploring new places and 
confronting animal adversaries because he 
knew his master would get him out of 
trouble.  Investigating Cow Creek Mill pond 
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one day, he learned the hard way that there 
were times when he could not depend upon 
his master’s help.  He provoked a pond 
animal of about his own size (beaver or 
muskrat) which refused to be intimidated, 
and unfortunately for “Nip,” decided to do 
battle in its own environment - the millpond.  
The animals went underwater immediately 
and stayed under so long that Willie decided 
that his dog had drowned for he knew “Nip” 
would not give up the fight and come up for 
air unless be brought the other animal with 
him.  Finally “Nip” did pop up out of the 
water - with his helpless prey - but he just 
made it and wisely decided that henceforth 
he would pick only on land animals.  These 
were happy and carefree days for Willie 
Kerns.  Exploring the out of doors with his 
dog always excited and interested him.  
When he was old enough to have his first 
shot gun, he spent much of his time hunting 
rabbits and squirrels.  The annoying habit of 
a squirrel to run around to the opposite side 
of a tree when it saw a hunter approach 
resulted in perpetually skinned knuckles for 
Willie.  His gun was an antique muzzle 
loading weapon that required gunpowder, 
shot, and wadding to be packed into the 
barrel of the gun each time it was 
discharged.  The packing was done with a 
ramrod which, sadly, was a little too short 
for the gun for which it was used.  The result 
was that Willie had to keep his eye on the 
elusive squirrel rather than on the loading 
operation with the too-short ramrod.  His 
knuckles always suffered the consequences.  

Many years later, but before there was 
even a single radio receiving set on the entire 
Eastern Shore, Willie Kerns, now a medical 
doctor riding in a horse drawn carriage as he 
returned home one winter day from his visit 
to a sick patient, would finally acquiesce to 
the repeated pleas of his young son to “Tell 
me another story Daddy” and relive these 
joyous and carefree adventures of his youth 
with his dog, as he related them, 
occasionally with a little embellishment to 
make them more interesting to his young 

son, before admonishing the boy for not 
being heavy enough to hold down the heavy 
horsehide robe that was tucked under their 
laps.  

The start of the school year in the fall 
was memorable for more reasons than just 
going to school.  That was the time of year 
when all of the children were taken to the 
cobbler’s shop to be measured for a new “go 
to school” pair of shoes.  The new shoes had 
to last until the start of the next school year 
or else the owner would have to go 
barefooted.  

By the year 1885 when Willie Kerns was 
15, all of his living siblings were married and 
had left home to start families of their own.  
Naturally his mother was lonesome after the 
departure of the large family she had raised.  
True, Bunny was nearby to help out in 
emergencies, but there was only Willie left to 
keep her company.  

Two years later, August 1987, Willie 
now 17, wrote a pleading letter to his 
brother Frank in Richmond.  He felt that he 
had derived the maximum benefit possible 
from Mr. Tabb's school in Gloucester, and he 
wanted desperately to attend Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute in Blacksburg, Va.  His 
mother did not have the $135 for the school 
year of nine months and she refused to ask 
Oscar or Frank for the loan of this amount 
since she saw no prospect of repaying it, so 
without his mother’s knowledge Willie 
himself wrote to Frank asking if he could 
lend him the money.  Just why the request of 
a loan was made of his brother Frank rather 
than of his affluent brother Oscar or if, 
indeed, he had made the request of Oscar 
and was turned down, we shall never know.  
Presumably Frank did help him because 
Willie entered VPI at the start of the school 
year September 14, 1887.  In a letter to his 
sisters Hetty and Ida the following Spring, 
May 6, 1888, Willie told of his activities as a 
freshman, of his inability to participate in 
social events for lack of funds, and of a sick 
spell which resulted in the weight loss of ten 
pounds.  
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The VPI (then Virginia Agricultural and 
Mechanical College) catalog for the year 
1888-1889 and year 1889-1890 both carried 
the name W. W. Kerns of Gloucester C.H. in 
the list of student names.  The 1889-1890 
catalog, page 27, under MILITARY 
ORGANIZATION and Cadet Staff and Non-
Commissioned Staff, lists W. W. Kerns as 
Bugler.  

As a junior at VPI, he wrote on Feb. 14, 
1890, to ask brother Frank’s advice as to 
whether or not he should join a “Parson’s 
Expedition” to southern Brazil for the 
purpose of surveying a location there, then 
laying a railroad line and finally, protecting 
the workmen from hostile natives.  Frank 
must have written his disapproval at such a 
foolhardy idea for Willie replied ten days 
later that already he had abandoned his 
interest in the expedition.  In this letter the 
considerable improvement (with flourishes) 
in his handwriting over that in previous 
letters strongly suggested that he might 
have had a course in Spenserian 
handwriting.  His request that his brother 
send him “about a dozen real fine pen 
points” would seem to confirm the 
suspicion.  

Years later, Willie, now W. W. Kerns, 
M.D., would sit at the roll-top desk in his 
office for long periods between patients’ 
visits.  There, while holding the pen in the 
accepted calligrapher manner, he practiced 
pen and ink exercises, flourishes, eagles with 
flowing wings and tails, and other details of 
the Spenserians art.  

Little is known about Willie’s later years 
at VPI except that by now he was determined 
to obtain the training and the funds needed 
to go to medical school.  Presumably it was 
his study of engineering at VPI that enabled 
him to obtain employment as a civil 
engineer.  

After his graduation in 1890, he worked 
at several surveying jobs - first the burden-
some tasks of carrying stakes, chains, and 
instruments, later the actual surveying 
operations - to make enough money for 

enrollment in medical school. He worked 
first in Roanoke for the Norfolk & Western 
Railway Co. which was having a spur rail line 
built in the mountains of western Va. to 
connect Roanoke, Va., to Bluefield, 
Pocahontas, and West Virginia.  

These working days were not all 
drudgery; there were fun times too.  In the 
evening or over a weekend, the fellow 
members of his work gang, all about the 
same age, hardy and muscular, would relax 
in camp or cabin as they played their 
musical instruments (those who could) and 
sang songs of which “Chum Chum Ah 
Loolie” seems to have been the most 
popular.  Willie, possibly with more 
enthusiasm than talent, had to be content 
with his ability to “play” i.e. “click” a set of 
bones laced just so in each hand.  The 
clickety-clack of bones was a part of every 
minstrel show of that time.  

At the end of the Norfolk and Western 
job in 1892, he went to Bertie County, NC, to 
work in the building of a narrow-gauge 
railroad for P. L. Conquest & Co.  After a year 
there, he contracted swamp fever and was 
forced to return home.  He recovered, 
however, in time to enter the old College of 
Medicine in Richmond in the fall of 1893.  

At the Medical College in Richmond he 
studied under - and was a classmate of - 
some of the outstanding Virginia doctors 
and surgeons of that day.  Here, as 
throughout his school days, he suffered 
from lack of money.  It is likely that while 
going to medical school he lived in the home 
of his brother Frank at 512 North 24th 
Street, a location quite convenient to the 
college.  If that likelihood is true, then later 
events would have him marry “the girl next 
door,” Miss Carrie C. Clifton, who lived at 
514 North 24th.  

As a medical student, he learned of an 
unexpected and very profitable use for the 
mechanical drawing and arts work he had 
learned at VPI.  He found that he could 
prepare at a good profit, albeit at a cost in 
valuable time, near life sized pen and ink 
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drawings - possibly on oiled cloth - of 
anatomical details.  These charts featured 
hand traced outlines in red, blue, etc., inks 
of the arterial, the venous, and the nerve 
systems of the human body.  They occupied 
a prominent spot in the offices of many 
doctors.  Willie Kerns passed his final 
examinations on April 28, 1896, and was 
graduated with an M.D. Degree as a member 
of the class of 1896, then, on September 28, 
1896, taking the Board of Medical Examiners’ 
Examination for the second time, he passed 
and thus obtained a license to practice 
medicine and surgery in the state of Va.  But 
where to practice?  His mother, lonely in her 
solitude, hoped he would return to 
Gloucester, but this was not to be.  

It is evident from his letters to brother 
Frank that he was interested in the Eastern 
Shore town of Bloxom early on, possibly 
before he graduated, but what prompted the 
interest in that particular spot was not then 
known.  What was known is that after his 
graduation, but before he had passed his 
Board Examination, he received a letter 
dated June 16, 1896, from a Dr. Wm. P. 
Wright of Cape Charles, Va., discussing 
W.W.K.’s interest in, and prospects for, 
establishing a medical practice in Bloxom.  

Dr. Wright presumably was acting as a 
sympathetic go-between who wanted to be 
helpful without his interest and help being 
disclosed. But why the secrecy?  His letter of 
June 16th explained.  It seems that in 
Bloxom a number of prominent citizens, for 
reasons unknown or undisclosed, were 
unhappy with the well established doctor in 
town and wished to encourage a young 
practitioner to move in.  But, to insure the 
new doctor’s welcome in what might be 
considered a competitive situation, he 
should have several non-professional 
requirements in addition to his medical 
qualifications.  Most important of all, he 
must not be an Episcopalian (the church of 
the established doctor).  Most of the citizens 
were either Methodists or Baptists, it seems.  
Also, it would be helpful if he were a 

member of the Masonic Lodge (presumably 
the other doctor was not).  

Dr. Wright had delayed answering 
Willie's letter until he could make the 45 
mile trip on the new N.Y.P.&N. railroad train 
from Cape Charles to Bloxom Station and 
confer with the “prominent men” of that 
village.  They told him that their present 
doctor “is obnoxious to some of the leading 
people and is talking of selling out and 
going away.”  Dr. Wright wrote Willie the 
names of the prominent men he had 
mentioned and told the work they did in the 
community.  If Dr. Kerns met their 
requirements and would come to Bloxom to 
practice, they would give him their 
patronage, they would assist him in locating 
an office that he could afford, and they 
would help him in any other way they could.  
He could live at the hotel, located only steps 
from the railroad station, for $15.00 per 
month including room and board.  

The answer to Dr. Wright’s 
participation, although not to “Why Bloxom, 
specifically,” lies in the closing paragraph of 
his letter when he asks that his regards be 
presented to Willie's brother Frank.  The 
answer to “why Bloxom?” came later in 
another letter of Willie’s to brother Frank 
when he extends to Frank the warmest 
regards of Mr. A. W. Short, one of the 
prominent citizens of Bloxom.  

So Dr. Kerns, Methodist, member of the 
Masonic Lodge with degrees of the Chapter 
and of the Commandery did settle in 
Bloxom.  Later he would become a charter 
member of the Parksley, Va., Masonic Lodge 
A.F.&A.M No. 0325.  Arriving in Bloxom, he 
boarded at the hotel while he acquired the 
things he needed to start up a medical 
practice.  It is assumed that he brought with 
him from Richmond his surgical and dental 
tools, office furniture and supplies, 
medicines, and a leather bound medicine 
case.  But he needed a horse, a carriage, and 
a place for them to stay; also he needed an 
office in which he could see patients.  Then, 
only a couple of months after the receipt of 
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Dr. Wright's letter telling about Bloxom, 
Willie Kerns had a stroke of good fortune.  

A property, directly facing the street 
but on the opposite side of the street from 
the hotel, became available or was made 
available by friendly townsfolk.  The 
property consisted of two very small, empty 
commercial or office type buildings fronting 
on the street, and also facing the street, a 
small house with stables and out buildings 
in the back.  But how was a young doctor, 
undoubtedly already in debt, able to finance 
all of these new purchases?  The answer 
would come later with the appearance of a 
receipt for $400 to cover Willie’s repayment 
of another loan from brother Frank.  

Thus provided with an office and a 
place to live, with stables to shelter his horse 
and sulky, the young doctor was ready to 
seek additional patients.  This he did by 
having the following card placed in the Nov. 
7, 1896, issue of the local weekly newspaper, 
The Peninsula Enterprise: Dr. W. W. Kerns, 
graduate of the University College of 
Medicine, Richmond, Va., has located at 
Bloxom Station.  All calls for professional 
service promptly attended to."  In the same 
issue, an editorial comment under “local 
news” read: “Dr. W. W. Kerns has located at 
Bloxom Station for the practice of his 
profession and by card, in this issue, solicits 
the patronage of the people in that vicinity.”  

The one office-type building would 
serve as a drugstore with soda fountain and 
display cases in the front and with shelves in 
the rear for the storage of the medicines, 
chemicals, etc. needed by a country doctor.  
In the back of this building would be the 
doctor’s private office and waiting room.  

The second building would be rented to 
the village barber, Wallace Littleton.  The 
rear part of his shop was partitioned off for 
his spare time use in mending leather 
harnesses for the local fanners and 
teamsters.  Wallace would sit astride his 
harness-mending “mule” with the leather 
pieces claimed securely in its jaw as he 

selected a sewing thread that previously had 
been secured to a hog’s bristle needle.  This 
he did while listening to tinny sounding 
music from the “morning glory” horn of his 
Edison phonograph playing a cylindrical 
record.  

The small house was unusual in three 
respects.  It was already or in the very near 
future equipped with acetylene lighting, a 
wind up, wall telephone and elementary, but 
efficient indoor plumbing.  The water supply 
was drawn from the ground by means of a 
pump which was powered by a one cylinder 
gasoline driven engine.  The water was 
pumped into a large iron tank located on the 
floor of the unfinished attic from which it 
fed by gravity to the bathrooms below.  It 
would be just right for a young doctor with a 
small but rapidly growing practice.  His 
telephone number would be 52F21, two long 
rings and one short ring, a number the other 
members of the 52 line were quick to 
recognize.  

April 18, 1897, just one year almost to 
the day after his graduation, and seven 
months after passing his Board Exam, Willie 
Kerns on stationery imprinted with his 
name, address and a date line, wrote to ask 
brother Frank if he could arrange for the 
April 27th hire of carriages drawn by white 
horses to transport family members to the 
church for Willie’s April 18, 1897, 5:45 pm 
wedding to Miss Carrie Christian Clifton. 
(Evidently Willie’s letter - 2 cents postage - 
written to her parents on Oct. 9, 1896, 
asking for her hand in marriage had been 
answered in the affirmative.)  Willie would 
catch the 4 o'clock “through” train (flagged 
down by telegraph operator or station 
master) to Cape Charles; take the ferry 
Steamer Pennsylvania, Maryland, or New 
York to arrive in Richmond at noontime, be 
married at 5:45 P.M. by the Reverend Dr. 
William L. Wright (how close to the name of 
Willie’s friend and benefactor in Cape 
Charles), leave by train from Byrd Station at 
7:50 P.M. for Norfolk, arriving in Bloxom 
probably on the late (11 P.M. “sleeper”) train 
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that same evening.  

He and the “other doctor” in Bloxom 
practiced amicably and peacefully if not as 
bosom friends.  Years later, Willie’s young 
son at Christmastime would trudge the not-
too-great distance between their houses 
carrying a Christmas greeting in the form of 
a box of the best cigars, and later receive the 
gift of the first pet he could call his own -- a 
black and white cat named “Sylvester” after 
the “other doctor’s” colored stableman.  
Later still, Willie’s young son and the “other 
doctor’s” young step-son would become the 
very best of friends as they shared the fun of 
horseback riding and the wonders of an 
ancient, open bodied Maxwell and a model T 
Ford.  

Dr. Kerns’s love of motor cars 
happened early on as his practice increased 
and he bought one of the first models 
available.  The Dec. 18, 1909, Saturday 
edition of the Accomack News carried a brief 
news item under the heading: Bloxom: “Dr. 
W. W. Kerns (name misspelled Kerne) has 
received his four- passenger automobile, and 
gave to a few boys in town one afternoon 
last week a fine trip, passing several towns 
in lower Accomack, returning a while before 
sun down.”  In the same newspaper heading 
appeared an advertisement of goods in 
W.W.K’s drug store: “Christmas goods can be 
found at the Bloxom Drug Co.’s store.  They 
also have a special line of candies and 
cigars.”  

This car was followed over the years by 
Buicks, a Chandler, an Essex, then many 
Chevies, Fords, and finally the Plymouth 
which he liked the best of them all because it 
was high off the ground and thus more 
reliable over brush covered woods roads.  
This reliability was tested, however, on one 
occasion when he drove over a rather high 
bush that caught onto the petcock beneath 
the radiator of the car, turning it from the 
normal horizontal “OFF” position to the 
vertical “ON” position that allowed the 
radiator water to drain out.  Only the 

crankcase motor oil saved the car because by 
the time of arrival home, all of the radiator 
water had leaked out and the whole motor 
block was glowing.  

The early autos were fun to drive but 
unreliable because of three important 
reasons.  Firstly, during many months of the 
year the cars had to be jacked up for the 
winter because the tires got stuck in the 
muddy roads. Secondly, the tires were likely 
to blowout during the hot weather, the only 
time when they could be used.  Thus on a 
trip to Ocean City, Md., it would not be 
unusual to see a clean, shining, touring car 
top down, its brass acetylene fed bead lamps 
brightly polished, with two or even three 
extra tires and tubes strapped to the back.  
And thirdly, there were no mechanics 
available locally to make repairs.  True, the 
owner’s manuals and the complete set of 
tools that came with every new car, helped 
some, but not much.  It fell to the lot of one 
Len Bell, a happy-go-lucky, thoroughly 
likeable, banjo plucking young man living on 
the “seaside, down the county,” 
Wachapreague or Quinby, maybe, to make 
the repairs or adjustments to the earliest 
autos.  Later Mr. Jack Hurdle would open the 
first garage in the vicinity on the side street 
in Parksley, in back of Pate & Mason’s 
department store.  A short time after that, 
Harry Young would rent an empty building 
on Main Street, Bloxom, in which to repair 
Hupmobile cars.  It was located at the comer 
of the Winterville - Guard Shore Road and 
almost diagonally across the street from Mr. 
Bill Bonniwell’s carpentry shop.  Being on the 
road so much of the time in the winter 
season, Willie Kerns tried to keep abreast of 
any new developments in vehicle comfort.  
The first invention he tried with success was 
an enclosure for his open buggy.  With the 
buggy top in the up position, this 
contraption covered the exposed front of the 
carriage completely.  It was attached to the 
top and sides of the vehicle in such a way 
that side panels could be opened outward on 
either side to allow entry or egress from the 
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carriage.  There were two slot openings in 
the front; a narrow one for the passage 
through of the bridle reins, and a much 
larger one, covered with a transparent 
material probably is in glass, through which 
the driver could view the road.  In a buggy 
thus equipped, and with the help of gauntlet 
type gloves, a fur hat with ear flaps, and a 
heavy horsehide lap blanket, well tucked 
under him, the doctor could make a winter's 
night call with a modicum of comfort.  He 
knew that once the visit was over he could 
relax, drop the reins, and go to sleep in the 
knowledge that no matter where he was, his 
horse knew the way home to a comfortable 
stable and would take him there by the most 
direct route and without undue delay.  Years 
later a patented enclosure would be installed 
on his first open Ford touring car to give it 
the enclosed comfort of his old buggy.  
Protection from the cold was not too 
important at that time for autos, however, 
since most of them stayed indoors, jacked 
up to save the tires, and because they were 
not reliable on the mud-mired or the ice and 
snow covered roads.  

No invention was found, however, to 
enclose the old sleigh which always stood in 
the shed back of the buggies, ready for use 
at the coming of the first heavy snow of the 
winter.  An enclosure would have been 
unthinkable, even if it had been available, 
since the fun of riding in a sleigh was to 
enjoy the open air and listen to the jingle of 
the ropes of brass sleigh bells around the 
horse’s neck.  

Willie Kerns always enjoyed eating good 
food. He was considerably overweight as the 
result no doubt of overeating and of his 
preference for fatty food.  This unfortunate 
combination would shorten his life.  He was 
to have his first attack of angina before his 
45th birthday.  

Food in Bloxom at that time was almost 
wholly home grown or locally produced. 
Only a few fresh food items were available in 
the local general stores.  There were 
bananas, strung up as a hand, oranges, white 

grapes protected by ground-up cork in a 
wooden barrel, a round of sharp cheese and 
sometimes meats from animals butchered 
locally.  And that, with the addition of a 
large hamper of freshly baked bread every 
Friday from a bakery in or near Salisbury, 
Md., was all.  Home grown chicken and home 
cured and smoked hams were staple foods 
year round.  Ham, pork cuts, sausage and all 
the other pork products were favorites 
during the cold weather following “hog 
killing” time in the early winter.  A delicacy 
was the two and one half bushel wooden 
barrel of Bayside oysters always to be found 
in the Kerns barn during the “R” months 
when oysters were in season.  In the 
summer, the diet consisted mostly of 
vegetables from the garden, home cured and 
smoked hams, and chickens from the 
poultry run.  An occasional trip to Guard 
Shore crabbing with a hand net provided a 
special treat of deviled crabs.  Most welcome 
in the late spring or early summer was the 
raucous sound of the fish monger’s tin horn. 
The fisherman approached in his wagon 
(later a Model T Ford) with his catch of the 
night before laid out neatly in the back of his 
vehicle and offered for sale as a fifteen cent 
string of 4 or 5 twelve to fifteen inch “hard 
heads” (Croakers) strung up on a piece of 
bailing wire stuck through the fish eyes and 
the ends of the wire twisted together or 
possibly twenty five cents for a similar string 
of trout.  There were no restaurants in 
Bloxom at this time, only Mr. Henderson’s 
Oyster Bar, a tiny little building located on 
the bayside of the railroad tracks between 
the general merchandise store of Mr. John J. 
Bloxom and the building used by Mr. Harry 
Young to service Hupmobile automobiles.  
Mr.Henderson served a delicious oyster stew 
or raw oysters on the half shell.  

Each year Willie Kerns had a local 
farmer come and plow the large vegetable 
garden at the rear of the back yard so that 
he, Willie, could do the planting.  Using the 
two handled, front wheeled, garden push 
plow, he made the vegetable rows.  Then in 
the rows or in specially constructed mounds 
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he planted lima and string beans, beets, 
carrots, Irish potatoes, onion sets, squash, 
corn, radishes, and every other vegetable 
that might be needed for the dinner table the 
coming summer.  A variety of fruits came 
from the farm orchard from early summer 
until late fall when the winter apples would 
be wrapped and stored for the winter.  

Love of the soil and the woods 
prompted Willie to invest his savings in farm 
land.  As his funds permitted and as farms 
became available, he bought them and 
obtained tenant farmers and their families to 
work them.  Seldom in his travels to visit 
patients would he ever pass near the 
entering lane to one of his farms without 
going in, looking over the fields, discussing 
crops, future prospects, the tenant’s 
problems, and farming in general.  With the 
exception of a visit with his two sons to the 
movie house in Parksley almost every 
Saturday night to see movie Westerns 
featuring Wm. S. Hart, Harry Carey, and the 
other Western greats, or an occasional 
summertime swim at Guard shore, his farms 
were his only outside relaxation.  

His wife Carrie shared Willie’s love of 
association and conversation with relatives 
and close friends.  And as there now was 
ample food available, a new and larger house 
built in 1919 to move the home farther from 
the office and to provide more room and 
conveniences than those available in the old 
house and “help” in the kitchen, it seemed 
that there was a constant flow of visitors all 
summer long.  Most of the visitors were 
weekenders.  His brothers Frank from 
Richmond and Bunny from Gloucester and 
Carrie’s brother Clarence and cousin Maude 
and husband Ozzie also from Richmond 
were the most frequent and most enjoyed 
visitors.  Carrie’s brother Jack, convalescing 
from a debilitating illness, stayed for months 
as, at a much later time, did her uncle Frank.  

Frequently in the summertime, Willie 
would hire a waterman to take his family 
and visitors on a day long fishing trip in the 
Chesapeake Bay out from Guard Shore.  The 

trip, planned well in advance, would have the 
waterman provide the peeler crab bait and 
the fishing hand lines while Carrie had the 
basket lunch prepared.  The hour of 
departure from Guard Shore depended upon 
the tide.  Departure from the shore in a skiff 
would be followed by a short run to the 
anchored Chesapeake Bay work boat 
powered by sail, a much longer run to that 
special spot where the fish were known to 
bite, and with double hook lines baited and 
overboard, a short wait for the turn of the 
tide.  After the day's catch, as a special treat, 
the waterman might stop on the sail back 
home, anchor the boat off Jobe’s Island and 
go ashore there to build a fire; fry and serve 
the fresh fish to his passengers.  

A poor cash flow seemed to haunt Dr. 
Willie Kerns all his life.  He was quick to 
learn that a family medical practice in a rural 
village would require hard work and that the 
pay would be uncertain.  A few of his 
medical fees were paid in cash, most were 
not, and would be carried on the books as 
unpaid bills.  A few accounts were carried 
year after year until they were written off as 
uncollectable.  The principal money crop of 
his farmer patients was Irish potatoes.  In 
those few years when potatoes sold well the 
doctor was paid, in the other years he was 
not.  The sale of early strawberries helped 
the farmers financially, but provided cash 
only for immediate needs, not for paying off 
debts.  The same was true for the sweet 
potato crop.  Hay and corn crops were fed to 
farm animals.  

Willie Kerns’s farms provided his 
recreation - but at a cost.  Each tenant asked 
for and was given small sums of money 
weekly, or as requested, to cover the cost of 
food and other necessities bought from the 
general store.  They held back as many 
potatoes and other tubers and any other 
food that could be stored in a kiln; they 
killed hogs for food in the winter; had 
chickens and other fowl for a supply of eggs 
and meat; and often preserved fatback fish 
for food in the winter by packing the fish in 

Kerns Family of Gloucester, Virginia 



Vol. 21, No. 1 36 June 2017 

dry salt.  But there were necessities, food 
staples, and clothing that necessitated a 
steady outlay of money.  These small sums 
of money were handed out as requested, 
usually on a Saturday.  Tenants received 
substantial sums in midsummer after the 
potato crop was sold.  Unfortunately, after 
repaying the moneys advanced to them over 
the past months, their yearlong pay was 
pitifully small.  It was usually spent within a 
short time for the purchase of a used 
automobile, an expensive new gramophone, 
burial insurance, etc.  

The circle of borrow and later payoff 
the loan became a part of Dr. Kerns’ life.  He 
had just moved into his new home when the 
stock market crash came with the 
depression years to follow.  Possibly in an 
attempt to improve his collection of overdue 
medical bills, he purchased and installed a 
complicated desk top system of 
bookkeeping and bill collecting.  In use it 
was not satisfactory, principally because the 
details of a patient’s account could be seen 
only at the desk.  So he returned to his 
former accounting system in which all 
charges for medical services were recorded 
in a thin, paper bound “monthly ledger” 
which fitted neatly into the left hand pocket 
of his shirt.  A new monthly ledger was 
started at the beginning of each month.  This 
monthly ledger allowed for each day of a 
month, a page on which to list a patient’s 
name, address, service rendered, the date, 
and to which family member the service was 
rendered.  At the bottom of each patient’s 
sheet in this monthly ledger a space was 
reserved for recording cash payments.  
Details recorded in the monthly ledger were 
summarized at the end of the month and 
transferred to a synthetic leather bound 
“year book” of a size that fitted neatly into 
his hip pocket.  He never carried a wallet or 
keys.  Paper money in a tight roll held 
together by a rubber band was located in the 
left hand pocket of his trousers.  There was 
no need for keys since the car key was left in 
the ignition slot and the house keys had 
been lost or misplaced and the doors never 

locked.  

Dr. Kerns never left home in a carriage 
or an auto unless his medicine case rested 
on the floor of the vehicle.  He did not carry 
surgical equipment or dental forceps, but he 
did carry medicines.  The first order of each 
day’s work was to place the opened medicine 
case atop the prescription counter of his 
drug store and stock all of the stoppered 
bottles with liquid medicines and the rows 
of screw capped containers - some large and 
some small - with pills.  Because he 
furnished his own patients with the 
medicines he prescribed, he did not write 
prescriptions although he did fill the 
prescription of any customer that came to 
his drug store.  

Like most country doctors, Dr. Kerns in 
the early years of his practice had to depend 
upon his own ingenuity in his treatment of a 
patient.  But if a patient required major 
surgery and convalescent care in a hospital, 
the doctor always accompanied his patient 
to the hospital, saw him admitted and all 
details arranged before returning to Bloxom.  
In addition, the first surgeon at Peninsula 
General, Salisbury, Md., Dr. Dick was a 
particular friend and possibly a colleague of 
Willie Kerns.  Later still, with the opening of 
NAM Hospital, Nassawadox, Va., it became 
even easier to get a patient to a hospital.  Dr. 
Kerns traveled the .N.Y.P.&N. railroad so 
often that every conductor on that line 
recognized him and called him by name.  

The influenza “flu” epidemic of 1918 
was a particularly trying time for all medical 
men and especially for Dr. Kerns when near 
the very start of the epidemic, he and his 
entire family fell ill and went to bed, all at 
the same time.  The disease was not 
understood, and as a result, neighbors, 
friends, villagers all gave wide berth to 
anyone who had been unfortunate enough to 
catch the “flu.”  Willie’s family was lucky 
when one good friend eased a very large, hot 
tureen filled with freshly cooked chicken and 
soup onto the front porch and then attracted 
attention without making any physical 
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contact.  During this particular period, Willie 
stayed in bed all night but managed to get 
up the next morning and take care of 
patients as long as he was able.  Then he 
would go back to bed and remain until the 
next morning.  Fortunately, the entire family 
recovered quickly and Willie was able to 
resume his circuitous rounds of visits to 
patients starting with those in Assawoman, 
then going south down the seaside road to 
Nelsonia, Modestown, Gargatha, Metompkin, 
then over to the bayside and Whitesville, 
then north again to Clam, Guilford, Cattail, 
Mears, Mearsville, Hallwood, Messongo and 
then back home.  He tried to be in his office 
at noontime and after 4 o'clock, but the 
office hours could not be kept during this 
period.  Soon after his recovery, Willie’s 
older son now 8 years old would drive the 
Model T Ford (no driver’s license or age limit 
at that time) on the rounds of Willie’s visits 
with him dozing or resting between calls.  
Being too far away from home to return 
there for the noonday meal, they would stop 
at a general store and buy lunch of canned 
meat, canned baked beans, “Uneeda” cream 
crackers and possibly a piece of fruit.  This 
routine of Willie driving at night and often at 
least a part of the daytime route was to 
continue until the “flu” epidemic ended.  

The devotion Dr. Kerns felt toward his 
practice is attested by the fact that he never 
took a vacation.  He would take the family to 
a vacation spot and he would come for them 
when the vacation time was over.  In the case 
of the annual vacation at Ocean City, Md., he 
would raise no objection to the family 
staying another week or even two, but he 
always returned home the same day he left. 

Willie, sound asleep one night after a 
long and tiring day, heard the telephone ring 
loudly at about 2 o'clock in the morning.  
After the customary greeting, identification 
of caller, reason for wanting the doctor to 
come, Willie’s part of the conversation ran: 
What seems to be the matter? ... How sick is 
she? … No, I will not come … No, I will not … 
Because you had plenty of time to call me 

about this during the day and besides I have 
been attending your family for all these 
years and you have not paid me one red cent 
… And there have been years when I know 
you had the money to let me have at least a 
little on your account … NO!  And he hung 
up the receiver and got back into bed.  Ten 
or fifteen minutes later there are grunts and 
groans as the doctor dressed fully before 
going out to the stable to hitch up his horse!  

The accidental death of his wife Carrie 
on her way home by auto from a Clifton 
family gathering in Clarksville, Tenn., on 
June 15, 1934, was a great blow to Willie.  
Both of his boys were away from home now, 
soon to be married and living in the north 
with little time, except vacations to see him.  
He missed the good times of summer visits 
of relatives.  The attacks of angina were 
coming with increased frequency.  Finally, a 
friend drove him down to the NAM hospital 
for what was to be his last visit.  He died 
there August 28, 1941.  

The September 5, 1941, issue of the 
Eastern Shore News would report his death 
and quote the gentleman who took him on 
what was to be his last trip to the old NAM 
hospital: “As he got in the car to go to the 
hospital, one of his colored patients arrived 
at the home for treatment.  He insisted that 
he get out of the car and give the colored 
man medical attention.  As he went through 
Parksley on the way to the hospital, the car 
was stopped that he might make a call on 
one of his patients at that place.”  
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Important Records Beneath the Henhouse 
 

By L. Roane Hunt 

 
Elva Maude Roane retired her henhouse in the mid-1950s, and by 2015, the structure 

had deteriorated to the poor condition shown in the second photograph below.  The 
henhouse was located directly behind the Roanes Post Office and General Store on T. C. 
Walker Road.  This photograph was posted on the internet Facebook group, “Pictures Of 
Gloucester Va,”  by Danny Figg.  No photograph exists when it was in its best condition—
when the chickens and hens lived there.   

Around 1951, a portion of it is shown in 
the adjacent photograph of a gathering of 
the hens on a casual Sunday afternoon.  The 
hens had gathered around my father because 
he was shelling kernels of corn off the cob 
and spreading them on the ground.  On a 
work day, this was the technique for 
selecting a hen for dinner.   

In late 2016, the time had come to 
remove the rotting structure.  The method 
chosen was to remove it piece by piece.  The 
photograph on the next page shows the 
remaining structure before it was pushed 
over.  After picking up the pieces, the 
foundational pillars were left in the pattern 

Photograph posted on “Pictures Of Gloucester Va” on Facebook on April 4, 2015 by Danny Figg 

Lester Hunt staged this scene one Sunday 
afternoon in 1951 to get my younger sister a 

close look at the hens. 
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shown in the photograph below.  
The pillars were cast in-place with 
a smooth bearing surface on top.  
All the bearing surfaces were 
poured to the same foundational 
level.   

Many of the smooth bearing 
surfaces of the pillars were 
engraved with the date when the 
concrete was poured, “1-14-28.”  
The construction date of January 
14, 1928, was a surprise because 
it was assumed that my 
grandfather, Richard A. Roane, 
had built the henhouse, but he 
died in 1920.  Also, the family 
names and the initials of the 
carpenters were engraved on the 
pillars.  The engraved pillars document one event in the life of the Roane family, an 
important record under the henhouse.   

Seven of the pillars were distinctly engraved and are presented on the next two pages.  
A transcription is given beside each engraving.  The names of the first five pillars were Elva 
Maude Roane and her four children: Jeptha, Huldah, Naomi, and Willie.  The names and 

The array of foundational concrete pillars and front steps after removal of henhouse structure 

Weakened henhouse structural shell before 
being pushed over and removed. 
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ELVA MAUD 

ROANE 

ROANES, P.O. 

JEPTHA    L.B. 

 ROANE 

ROANES P.O. VA 

  1-14-28 

HULDAH 

ROANE 
 

 1-14-28 

NAOMI 

 ROANE 
 

  L.H.P. 

WILLIE   1-14-28 
 

 ROANE 
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initials on the last two pillars were Billy Burke and EHR, Edward Henry Robins.  Four of the 
pillars included the date of January 14, 1928, when the pillars were cast in concrete 
marking the time of construction. 

Elva Maude Roane was born Elva Maude Worrell on May 28, 1890, to William “Willie” T. 
Worrell and Martha “Mattie” Ann Horsley in Plain View, King and Queen Co., Virginia.  After 
her father died on December 15, 1894, her mother married  Richard Beverly Crump, and 
they moved to the Horsley family home at Woods X Roads, Gloucester Co.   Elva married 
Richard A. Roane on August 28, 1909, and she came to live with her husband at the Roanes 
Store.   

Richard A. Roane was born on September 18, 1842, at Plain View, and had survived 
the Civil War, serving first in place of his father in the 26th Virginia Infantry and second in 
the 24th Virginia Cavalry.  After the death of his first wife, with whom he had no children, 
he sought a second wife who could bear him children.  His second wife was 47 years, 8 
months, and 10 days younger than he.  She always called him “Mr. Roane.”  They had five 
children, but only three reached 
adulthood.   

Elva was 29 years old when Mr. 
Roane died on March 26, 1920.  His 
estate was held in trust by the court 
for her and her four living children.  
She received a regular income 
through the court for living 
expenses and $50 per month from 
the rent of the store building.  Like 
typical households, she had cows, 
hogs, and chickens and twelve acres 
of land to farm.   

BILLY BURKE 

 SELDENS 
VA 

EHR 

1-14-28 

Richard Alexander Roane, b. 1842, d. 1920 

 +m. Elva Maude Worrell, b. 1890, m. 1909, d. 1973 

Shiloh Israel Roane, b. 1910, d. 1911 

Jeptha Alexander Roane, b. 1912, d. 1928 

Hulda Rebecca Roane, b. 1914, d. 1998 

+m. Lester Lee Hunt, b. 1914, d. 1994 

Mae Naomi Roane, b. 1916, d. 1987 

+m. Vernon Vaiden Piggott Jr., b. 1913, d. 1970 

William Hunter Roane, b. 1918, d. 1993 

+m. Mary Clements Carmine, b. 1919, d. 2006 

Family of Richard & Elva Roane 
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Although she had very little formal 
education, Elva sought additional means 
of support for her family.  She attempted 
to establish a limited boarding house 
business using her extra bedrooms.  She 
was assisted in this venture by Mary Ellen 
Coates whom she had unofficially 
adopted and was fourteen when Mr. 
Roane died in 1920.  It appears that the 
henhouse construction in 1928 was an 
attempt to establish additional income 
through commercial egg production.  The 
henhouse had two sections so that 
younger chickens could be separated 
from the older hens in the process of 
their transition to the flock.  The egg 
production was successful and continued 
until the late 1940s when her two 
married daughters carried a crate of eggs 
per week to sell to their neighbors in 
Hampton, Virginia.   

The January 14, 1928, record 
engraved on the henhouse foundation 
shows the decision of Elva to improve her financial situation with a new farm enterprise.  
As it happens, there were additional significant family events that same year.  Sadly, Jeptha 
Roane died from appendicitis on May 10, less than four months after the henhouse 
construction.  Members of his boy scout troop served as his pallbearers.  His obituary 
stated: “Jeptha’s comrades were deeply affected by his untimely death.”  Later, on July 24, 
Elva married her second husband, Edgar 
“Eddie” Lewis Emerson, whose first wife 
had died before the 1920 census.  
Although they had two children, they 
separated and dissolved their marriage 
after a few years. 

The two carpenters that constructed 
the henhouse in 1928 are represented in 
the array of pillars with their initials.  The 
senior carpenter was Lemuel Hammons 
Proctor, and his initials are prominently 
displayed on the pillar with Naomi’s 
name.  He seems to have been employed 
by Richard A. Roane to construct his 
building and lived in the house next to the 
Roane property.  In 1928, he was 61 years 
old and was available to work on Elva’s 
henhouse project.  He was married to 
Laura Burke and had eight children.  Their 
youngest was Harry shown with the Roane 

Photograph taken about 1928 from L-R, Jeptha, 
Naomi, and Hulda Roane and Harry Proctor, 
youngest son of Lemuel and Laura Burke Proctor 

Family photograph taken in early 1920s, standing 
in front by L-R, Hulda, Naomi, Willie, and Jeptha 
Roane.  Standing in back center is Elva Maude 
Roane with Mary Ellen Coates on her left and her 
sister Cora Crump on her right.   
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children in the photograph on the previous page.  Laura died in 1930; in 1932, Lemuel 
married Verna Belle Leigh widow of William D. Ward.  Lemuel died in 1936. 

The junior carpenter was Edward Henry Robins, and his initials in large letters are 
shown in the last pillar on page 41.  He was probably the engraver on all the pillars because 
his initials are on some of the other pillars not shown here.  He was 29 years old in 1928 
and continued to do carpentry work for the Roane family.  In 1950, he installed a bathroom 
in the Roane house attached to the store.  He constructed the bathroom from half of the 
pantry and a portion of a porch.  

The remaining pillar on page 41 was engraved with the name of Billy Burke who was 
the cousin of the Roane children.  His father operated the Selden Store and Post Office that 
was originally established by Richard A. Roane.  Billy was born on January 6, 1919, to 
Charles W. B. Burke and Verna Etna Roane.  His grandfather was Luther Major Roane who 
was the older brother of Richard A. Roane.  The Roane brothers came to Gloucester from 
King and Queen Co. to 
establish their 
businesses that 
included the Roanes 
Wharf on the Ware 
River.  Later, Billy 
Burke’s brother David 
operated the Selden 
Store.  Billy Burke was 
also related to Lemuel 
H. Proctor’s wife Laura 
Burke, his father’s 
sister. 

 

Important Records Beneath the Henhouse 

1998 Photographs of the henhouse (top picture) and house attached to the Roanes Store and 
remaining outer buildings (bottom picture).  Photographs were taken by Roger C. Davis, past 
president of GGSV. 

Henhouse House — Roane Residence 
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Mason’s Burying Ground 
 

By Daniel Fary 

 
Family and neighborhood cemeteries (sometimes called “burying grounds”) were the 

norm as final resting places from the 17th through the 19th century and into the early 
years of the 20th century.  As that century progressed, church cemeteries took over the 
role of resting places for the departed.  The cemetery referred to as Mason’s Burying 
Ground, a name passed down by Fary family members, was one of uncounted and in many 
cases forgotten cemeteries which dot Gloucester County and surrounding areas.  Many of 
these forgotten burial sites and, at times, known sites have been defaced and destroyed 
through agriculture, forestry 
operations, and residential 
development.  Mason’s has so far 
avoided such a fate due to its isolated 
location, it not being timbered for 60 
plus years, and its being remembered 
and identified by the Fary family.  The 
site is located on property today owned 
by the heirs of Cecil and Lorraine 
Booker, not far from Salem United 
Methodist Church.  Mr. Booker shared 
that information when he acquired the 
property.  Mr. Emmett Fary asked if he 
could continue to “tend” the cemetery.  
Thankfully, Mr. Fary (1886 –1978) 
shared his knowledge of the cemetery 
and those interred there with his sons 
and nephew who then passed down 
this information to the next generation.  
It’s up to that generation to pass on this knowledge and to take the responsibility of 
protecting the site for others.  To help do this, the site has been mapped, registered with 
the Virginia Department of Historical Resources, and identified on Gloucester County’s GIS 
Map. 

The original road to the site ran around the left side of Mr. Booker’s field and through 
woods to the site which faces east on a “bluff.”  The wooded path to the site crosses a zig-
zag fence row on which sat a split rail fence and an area of “corn rows” documenting that 
much of the area was once open farmland.  Mr. Cecil Fary shared his childhood memory of 
attending his great aunt Lucy Booker’s funeral in 1916.  Though his mother thought him 
young, he distinctly remembered “sharp” sticks (saplings cut with a bush ax) on the walk to 
the cemetery and a “wagon with windows,” a horse drawn hearse. 

Why the cemetery carries the name Mason’s Burying Ground is still being researched.  
There are two documented marriages between Masons and Farys.  Robert Fary’s (1772 – 

Mason’s Burying Ground 
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1833) wife was Mary Mason.  Thomas Mason married 
Sarah Harriet Fary, daughter of George Fary Sr., and 
assumed ownership of 61.25 acres she had inherited 
from her father in 1818.  The location as noted in tax 
records is correct for the vicinity, and this tract 
contained dwellings and buildings.  When Thomas 
Mason’s estate was settled in 1855, Thomas Rilee Senior 
acquired his lands including this tract.  Continued 
research of later land records may provide the answer. 

Mason’s Burying Ground contains only one 
tombstone that of Gideon Fary, placed by Mr. Emmett 
Fary in the 1940s.  Lacking stone in eastern Virginia, 
wooden headboards were used to mark graves.  For 
example, Mr. Kenny Walker shared his childhood 
memory of accompanying his mother and aunt to Salem 
Methodist Church to “white wash” the tombstones.  The 
headboards at Mason’s rotted away many years ago. 

Back in the 1940s, Mr. Emmett Fary identified the 
graves of his aunts and his young sisters to his nephew 

Mason’s Burying Ground with white crosses marking graves indicated by shallow depressions  

Civil War marker for Gideon Fary 

Mason’s Burying Ground 
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Cecil Fary, and the depression left by his father’s exhumation around 1940 is most visible.  
Otherwise, all one finds are extensive rows of shallow depressions numbering more than 
180.  These depressions result from graves settling as the wooden coffins decay.   Shallow 
depressions denote gravesites much older than graves whose depressions are slightly more 
pronounced as the depression tends to “fill” over the years.  However, they all share 
common characteristics.  There will be several or many in a row, often just a stride from 
one to the next, and most importantly, the depressions are oriented east-west.  This 
Christian practice of burying the deceased with the body facing east continues today.  

 

Persons Buried at Mason’s confirmed by Records and Family History 

Thomas A. Fary died 1873.  Burial at “Mason’s” was confirmed by his grandson, Mr. Emmett 
Fary. 

Sarah Rowe Fary, wife of Thomas A. Fary. 

Mary Fary, daughter of Thomas A. and Sarah Rowe Fary, died in 1849, age 21.  Obituary 
published in a Richmond paper written by Thomas Rilee.  Mr. Emmett Fary mentioned 
her name in 1972.  He referred to her as Marianne. 

Hester Fary - daughter of Thomas A. and Sarah Rowe Fary, unmarried.  Died 1918 - grave in 
the row with brother Gideon’s as shown by Cecil Fary.  

Rosa Fary – daughter of Thomas A. 
and Sarah Rowe Fary, 
unmarried,  died - grave in the 
row with brother Gideon’s as 
shown by Cecil Fary. 

Gideon Fary – son of Thomas A. 
and Sarah Rowe Fary, died 
around 1885- His grave is 
marked by a UDC stone 
placed there by his nephew, 
Mr. Emmett Fary. 

Sarah Fary Rilee - daughter of 
Thomas A. and Sarah Rowe 
Fary and wife of George Rilee.  
Died - 1899  Mr. Emmett Fary 
stated (recording) that she 
was buried at Mason’s and her 
husband at Salem.   

Lucy Fary Booker - daughter of 
Thomas A. and Sarah Rowe 
Fary and wife of Lewis T. 
Booker -  Grave identified by 
Cecil C. Fary who was shown 
the grave by Mr. Emmett Fary.  
She died circa 1916. 

Hester Fary - daughter of Thomas 
M.P. and Sarah Pierce Fary,  

Robert Fary, b. abt 1773, d. abt 1833 

 +m. Mary Mason 

Thomas A. Fary, b. 1803, d. 1875 

+m. Sarah Rowe, b. 1803 

Mary Fary, b. 1828, d. 1849 

Gideon S. Fary, b. 1831, d. 1885 

+m. Ann Elizabeth Brushwood, b. abt 1821 

Sarah A. Fary, b. 1834, d. 1899 

+m. George D. Rilee, b. abt 1830, d. 1899 

Lucy Frances Fary, b. 1836, d. 1916 

+m. Lewis Thomas Booker, b. 1825, d. 1890 

Sarah Booker, b. 1858, d. 1859 

Hester A. Fary, b. 1840, d. 1918 

Thomas Montgomery Pike Fary, b. 1843, d. 1905 

+m. Sarah Elizabeth Pierce, b. 1848, d. 1931 

Lucy F. Fary, b. 1883, d. 1887 

Rosa D. Fary, b. 1846 

Robert Fary 

Nancy Fary, b. 1810 

+m. James P. Lamberth, b. 1801, d. 1865 

Rosa Fary, b. 1812, d. 1853 

+m. 1st William Lyall 

+m. 2nd James Killingham Horsley Jr., b. 1828, d. 1895 

Fary Family buried in Mason Cemetery 

Mason’s Burying Ground 
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May 22,1889 – May 3, 1892 

Lucy Fary - daughter of Thomas M.P. and 
Sarah Pierce Fary, July 7, 1883 – 
October 8,1887 

William T. Fary, son of Thomas P. Fary. 
Grandson of William Fary Sr.,  
Sergeant, Co. A., 5th Va. Cavalry.  
Regimental history notes that he is 
buried “in old family burying 
ground” near Pampa.  Same notation 
given for Gideon Fary, Pvt. Co. A, 
5th Va. Cavalry. 

 

Probability of Burial at Mason’s 

Robert Fary - deceased circa 1833, father 
of Thomas A., Nancy Lamberth, 
Rosa Lyall Horsley, Sarah, and 
Robert.  

Mary (Mason) Fary -  wife of Robert Fary.  
Mr. Emmett Fary stated that he’d 
heard his father say that his 
grandmother was a Mason (family).  

Robert Fary - son of Robert and Mary 
Fary.   Blacksmith.   Mr. Emmett Fary 
stated that this Robert, his 
grandfather’s brother, never 
married .  He lived with his niece, 
the daughter of Thomas A. Fary, 
Sarah Fary Rilee and her husband 
George. 

Nancy Fary Lamberth - daughter of 
Robert and Mary Fary, wife of James 
Lamberth.  

Rosa Fary Lyall Horsley - Died in December 7, 1853. 
Age – 42, daughter of Robert and Mary Fary.  
Married James K. Horsley, three teenage 
children in the household (1850 Census) had 
the surname of Lyall. 

William C. Fary - September 22, 1807 – December 19, 
1848, son of William and Elizabeth.  

Mary F. Corr Fary - died June 7, 1856, 33 years of 
age,  cause – dyspepsia.  Parents – James and 
Mary Corr, wife of William C. Fary  

Julia Fary - died November 18, 1856, 8 years of age, 
cause – brain fever, parents - William C. and 
Margaret Fary 

Partial view from west to east 

William Mason 

 +m. 1st Mary ? 

Philip F. Mason, b. 1802, d. 1873 

+m. Amanda Bland, d. 1823, d. 1892 

Milton W. Mason, b. 1804, d. 1853 

+m. Elizabeth ?, d. 1810 

+m. 2nd Julia ? 

Leonard Mason, b. 1807, d. 1875 

+m. Elizabeth ?, d. 1811 

Mason Family buried in  
Mason Cemetery 

Gideon Fary’s stone and his sisters’ crosses 

Mason’s Burying Ground 
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 Lewis T. Booker - son of Lewis C. Booker, husband of Lucy Fary Booker 

Sarah Booker, died July 30 1859, Age 1 year,  parents – Lewis T. and Lucy Fary Booker.  
Source – Lewis T. Booker. 

 

Potential Resting Place For: 

Philip F. Mason - died April 1, 1873, 60 years 10 months, and 10 days of age.  Parents – 
William and Mary Mason.   Wife – Amanda Mason.   

Leonard Mason - died May 16, 1875, Age 67 years, Parents  - William and Julia Mason. 

Milton W. Mason, died December 10, 1853, 55 years of age.   Parent – William Mason,  
Source of Report – Willoughby Mason, son. 

Charles Mason - died July 1860, age 11 months, Parents – John and Elizabeth Mason. 

Thomas Mason - deceased 1852, husband of Sarah Harriet Fary who was the daughter of 
George Fary Sr.  Thomas Rilee Sr. purchased all of Thomas Mason’s properties from 
his estate in 1856, including the 61 acres acquired through his wife.  Thomas Rilee did 
own lands to the north of the cemetery.  

 

Mr. Cecil Fary stated that the graves of Sarah Rilee, Rosa Fary, Hester Fary, and, to the 
left of Gideon’s stone, Lucy Booker were in the row with their brother Gideon’s grave.  In 
the late 1940s, he assisted his uncle, Emmett Fary, in placing Gideon’s stone.  While there, 
Mr. Emmett Fary pointed to Lucy Booker’s grave and shared his memory of her son Johnnie 
Booker leaning on a cottonwood tree and crying at her funeral.  The cottonwood tree has 
now died and was lying across Lucy Booker’s grave.  

Thomas M.P. Fary was buried at 

Mason’s Burying Ground on April 2, 

1905.  The depression seen in this 

picture was the location of his 

resting place.  (Dash-line box 

outlines the depression.)  Around 

1940, his sons oversaw the 

recovery of his remains and his 

reburial beside his wife, Sarah 

Pierce Fary, at Olive Branch 

Methodist Church.  The sons, their 

wives, and their sister are all 

interred at Olive Branch in the 

family plot with their parents. 

Mason’s Burying Ground 


