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The Editor’s Page— 
This issue of The Family Tree Searcher spends much of its 

pages in the 20th century with people I know about. There is a 
history of Gloucester Point where my great-grandfather Bill 
Robins lived during the years he was a York River ferry boat 
captain.  His house is identified on one of the maps with the 
story. 

We also have an article on the history of organized baseball in 
the county in the late 1940s, and I remember a few of the 
players.  I also knew that my father’s beloved uncle Roland 
Robins, son of the ferry boat captain, spent time in the semi-pro 
leagues as part of the St. Louis Cardinals organization after 
lettering in football and baseball at the University of Richmond.  Uncle Roland’s baseball 
career has always intrigued me. 

Uncle Roland was long gone from Gloucester by the time of the players talked about in 
our baseball story, but that’s all part of the same chain of events.  Baseball was on the 

scene even before Uncle Roland played at Botetourt High School, and it 
outlasted my career in the Gloucester Little League.  What I remember 
about Little League is that I was about the same size as my fielder’s 
glove, and sometimes Coach Blair Farinholt would gently toss my 
glove out to right field with my hand still snugly trapped within it, the 
glove and me making a lazy arc from the dugout to the outfield.  Once 
so positioned, I would dutifully stand in the outfield for a few minutes 
while baseball was played nearby.  From time to time, I would stand 
beside home plate while some boy threw baseballs in my general 
direction, though not too close, until it was time to walk the half-mile 
or so to first base.  I remember that a few of my teammates Walter 
Rowe, Mike and Keith Dame, and I, all together probably didn’t weigh 

as much as the change in Blair’s pocket.  Did we realize that we were growing into a 
tradition previously enjoyed by 
men like Roland?  Years later, I 
would listen to baseball on the 
radio after going to bed.  I recall 
that it sounded just like my Little 
League experience. 

What all this means is that 
history can overtake us.  I hope our 
readers can find these sometimes 
contemporary articles interesting 
and inspiring.  Please share your 
own memories with this journal, 
they might just be historic. 

 

Lee Brown, Editor 

Robins 

Gloucester 1925 

Robins 
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1925-26 Teachers of African American Public Schools  

of Gloucester County, Virginia 
 

By L. Roane Hunt 

 

In recent years, Mrs. Betty Jean Deal, director of the Gloucester Museum of History, 
has been working to establish an archive room within the museum to house books and 
records significant for Gloucester history.  A good example of her success has been a 
collection of local public school records from the early 1900s.  She has been assisted by Ms. 
Leighton Hurley in preserving and organizing these records presented in this article. 

The primary document was a summary sheet that listed the teachers for the African 
American public schools for the school term of 1925-26.  The designation in those years 
was “colored schools,” and colored teachers taught in colored schools.  Hiring and 
supervising these schools were under the white school superintendents: Mr. R. A. Folkes 
and later Mr. J. Walter Kenney.  In 1925, the colored school system consisted of the 
Gloucester Training School, which covered first grade through high school, and thirteen 
regional elementary schools. 

In addition to the list of teachers, there were two sets of teacher application forms: 
one dated for 1922 and the other dated 1928.  These forms contained the information 
desired by everyone interested in genealogy and history.  There were thirty-two forms for 
1922 and twenty-two for 1928.  Besides personal information, each applicant provided 
their education and teaching experience. 

These archived records included a 1933 survey of seventy-five colored women 
between the ages of 14 and 24 to determine why they left the public school system.  Each 
woman described her family situation and employment.  Many finished the local grammar 
school before leaving.  Some simply confessed a lack of interest, but others stated a lack of 
transportation, a need to work, family needs, marriage, sickness, or other personal reasons.  
The content of these survey forms will not be discussed in this article, but it is a primary 
source of information about these 1933 women and their families for possible 
consideration in the future. 

Overall, these records show a very positive credit to the life work of Mr. T. C. Walker 
that began with his early educational adventure at Hampton Institute.  His desire for the 
education and training of fellow African Americans was faithfully demonstrated by his 
association with Mr. W. B. Weaver in the establishment of Gloucester Agricultural and 
Industrial High School at Cappahosic and his volunteer work as the first principal of the 
Gloucester Training School, the first public high school for colored students in Gloucester.  
The 1925 faculty of the colored school and the wide range of applicants shows the positive 
results of the higher education from Hampton Institute, Gloucester, and schools in Virginia 
and other states.  Gloucester’s educational program was coordinated and in-step with the 
national effort to educate African American students of Gloucester. 

As stated previously, the faculty slated for 1925 covered the Gloucester Training 
School and thirteen regional elementary schools.  Mr. T. C. Walker was listed as principal of 
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the high school with no salary indicated.  The agriculture teacher was listed with the 
highest salary of $83.33 per month for twelve months.  This was coordinated with the state 
agriculture extension service of the county.  The other teachers of the training school were 
paid salaries for an eight-month school year.  The typical elementary teacher was paid $40 
per month.   

The regional elementary schools had a five-month school year.  The reduced school 
year was probably due to the inadequate heating of the school buildings during the most 
severe winter months.  For regional schools with three teachers, one teacher was 
designated as principal and received a higher salary of $45 per month.  

The following teachers are grouped for each school.  Genealogical information is given 
for those teachers that could be identified.  Most of those identified were from Gloucester 
or made Gloucester their home.   

 

Gloucester Training School 

Walker, Mr. T. C., Principal 

Thomas Calhoun Walker Jr., b. 6/16/1861 in Gloucester, VA, d. 11/5/1953, s/o 
Thomas Calhoun Walker & Grace A. Huggard, gs/o Harry Walker & Mary ?, m. 1st Annie 
A. Williams, m. 2nd Ellen Young 

Coleman, Mr. J. B., Teacher of Agriculture, $83.33 per month 
for 12 months 

J. Broadus Coleman, b. 1894, m. Lottie E. W. ? 

Huckerson, Mr. W. A., Teacher of Math & History, $70 per 
month 

Huckerson, Mrs. W. A., Teacher of English & Science, $60 per 
month 

Hobday, Miss Lucy, Teacher of Home Economics, $80 per 
month 

Brooks, Mrs. Susie, Teacher of Sixth & Seventh Grades, $40 
per month 

Susie Bassett, b. 1892, d. 1989, m. Ulysses Brooks 

Randall, Mrs. Mary Randall, Teacher of Fourth & Fifth Grades, Thomas Calhoun Walker Jr. 

Gloucester Agricultural and Industrial High School at Cappahosic 

1925-26 Gloucester Teachers of African American Public Schools 
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$40 per month 

Jones, Miss Lucy Lee, Teacher of Third Grade, $40 per month 

Lucy Lee Jones, b. 1878 in Gloucester, VA, gd/o Lewis Jones & Betsy Taliaferro 

Udum, Miss Eva, Teacher of First & Second Grades, $40 per month 

Smithfield School 

Cook, Mr. W. C., Teacher of Sixth & Seventh Grades, $45 per month 

William C. Cook, b. 1870 in Gloucester, VA, s/o Warner Cook & Charlotte Williams, 
m. 1st Hattie Louise Driver, m. 2nd Lelia J. Tabb 

Cook, Mrs. Lelia, Teacher of Fourth & Fifth Grades, $40 per month 

Lelia J. Tabb, b. 1884 in Nansemond Co., VA, d/o Lewis Tabb & Pinkey, m. William C. 
Cook 

Chevious, Mrs. Frances, Teacher of First & Second & Third, $40 per month 

Sarah Frances Leigh, b. 1871 in Gloucester, VA, d/o George Washington Leigh & 
Elizabeth Morris, gd/o John A. U. Leigh & Sarah Kidd, gd/o Thomas Morris & Mary ?, m. 
Richard Chevious 

Bethel School 

Smith, Miss Clara B., Teacher of Sixth & Seventh Grades, $45 per month 

Clara B. Smith, b. 1890 

Scott, Miss Clara B., Teacher of Fourth & Fifth Grades, $40 per month 

Morris, Miss Sarah, Teacher of First & Second & Third Grades, $40 per month 

Sarah Morris, b. 1902 in Gloucester, VA, d/o Thornton Morris & Fannie Page, gd/o 
John Morris & Agnes Wilson, gd/o Matilda Page, m. Samuel Howard Gregory Jr. 

Bena School 

Spraggs, Mr. J. S., Teacher of Sixth & Seventh Grades, $45 per month 

J. S. Spraggs, b. 1892 

Buckner, Miss Moylilia, Teacher of Fourth & Fifth Grades, $40 per month 

Williams, Miss Catherine, Teacher of First & Second & Third Grades, $40 per month 

Ware Neck School 

Lee, Mrs. Eliza, Teacher of Sixth & Seventh Grades, $45 per month 

Travis, Mrs. Emma, Teach: Fourth & Fifth Grades, $40 per month 

Emma E. ?, b. 2/22/1888 in Baltimore, MD, d. 12/20/1970, m. Philip James Travis 

Willis, Miss Martha, Teacher of First & Second & Third Grades, $40 per month 

Martha B. Willis, b. 1894, d. 1988, d/o Cue Willis Sr. & Panelip Mathews, m. Nuel 
Atward Powell 

 

Beech Hill School 

Ross, Mrs. Theodora, Teacher of Sixth & Seventh Grades, $40 per month 

1925-26 Gloucester Teachers of African American Public Schools 
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Smith, Miss Cora, Teacher of First & Second & Third & Fourth Grades, $40 per month 

Locust Grove School 

Phillips, Mr. F. W., Teacher of Sixth & Seventh Grades, $40 per month 

Frank W. Phillips, b. 1872 in Gloucester, VA, s/o Washington Phillips & Mary Ellen 
Collier, m. Addie Cook 

Graves, Miss Edna, Teacher of First & Second & Third & Fourth Grades, $40 per month 

Purton School 

Patterson, Miss Ruth V., Teacher of Fifth & Sixth & Seventh Grades, $40 per month 

Ruth V. Patterson, b. 1890 in Sign Pine, Gloucester, VA, d/o George Patterson & 
Catherine Robinson, gd/o George Booker & Mary Patterson, gd/o Solomon Robinson & 
Mary ?, m. Woody Patterson 

Robinson, Mrs. Aray, Teacher of First & Second & Third & Fourth  Grades, $40 per month 

Piney Swamp School 

Cary, Miss Lillie, Teacher of Fifth & Sixth & Seventh Grades, $40 per month 

Lillie Rebecca Cary, b. 1896 in Gloucester, d. 1966, d/o Miles Cary & Mary Agnes 
Whiting, gd/o Miles Cary & Polly ?, gd/o Thomas Jefferson Whiting & Sarah ?, m. James 
Plato King 

White, Miss Elise, Teacher of First & Second & Third & Fourth Grades, $40 per month 

Elise S. White, b. 1898 in Virginia, d/o Coleman White & Indianna Anderson, gd/o 
Claiborne White & Caroline ?, gd/o George Anderson & Dinah Reed, m. George Dewly 
Payne 

James Store School 

Hughes, Mrs. Santha, Teacher of Fifth & Sixth & Seventh Grades, $40 per month 

Cosby, Mrs. Emily, Teacher of First & Second & Third & Fourth Grades, $40 per month 

Woods X Roads School 

Briggs, Mrs. Emma, Teacher of Fifth & Sixth & Seventh Grades, $40 per month 

Jackson, Mrs. Josephine, Teacher of First & Second & Third & Fourth  Grades, $40 per 
month 

Josephine Victoria Carter, b. 1890 in Gloucester, d/o Robert Henry Carter& Pinkey 
Ellen Lockley, gd/o Henry Carter & Polly ?, gd/o Elizabeth Davenport, m. John Wesley 
Jackson 

Woodville School 

Allen, Mrs. Mary, Teacher of Fifth & Sixth & Seventh Grades, $40 per month 

Mary C. Carter, b. 1894 in Gloucester, VA, d. 1981, d/o Jefferson Carter & Sarah Hill, 
gd/o George Carter & Catherine ?, gd/o Robert Hill & Elizabeth ?, Robert Monroe Allen 
Jr. 

Madison, Miss Mabel, Teacher of First & Second & Third Grades, $40 per month 

 

1925-26 Gloucester Teachers of African American Public Schools 
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Indian Road School 

Phillips, Mrs. F. W., Teacher of First to Sixth Grades, $40 per month 

Addie Cook, b. 1875 in Gloucester, VA, d. 1939, d/o Warner Cook & Charlotte 
Williams, m. Frank W. Phillips 

Salem School 

Chapman, Mrs. Maude, Teacher of First to Seventh Grades, $40 per month 

Maude Smith Chapman, b. 1889 in Adner, Gloucester, VA, d/o George Washington 
Smith & Mary Hill, gd/o Jane Smith, gd/o Major Hill & Sarah ?, m. John D. Chapman 

 

Other Local Teachers that Applied in 1922 

Allian Frazier, b. 1897 in Gloucester, VA, d/o Carter Frazier & Martha Tabb, gd/o 
Julius Frazier & Martha ?, gd/o Henry Tabb & Amanda ? 

Clara Bernice Price, b. 1866 in Washington DC, d. 1947, d/o Henry Price & Rachael 
Berkley, m. Rev. John Washington Lemon 

Mary Elizabeth Shorter, b. 10/4/1895 in Gloucester, VA, d. 10/18/1974, d/o William 
Jackson Shorter & Lucy Ann Monroe, gd/o William Shorter & Mary Ellen Morriss, m. 
Franklin E. Ross 

Indiana M. Shorter, b. 5/3/1900 in Gloucester, VA, d. 9/7/1977, d/o William Jackson 
Shorter & Lucy Ann Monroe, gd/o William Shorter & Mary Ellen Morriss 

Fannie Marie Taliaferro, b. 1900 in Ware Neck, Gloucester, VA, d. 1979, d/o Isaiah 
Taliaferro & Harriet Gardner, gd/o Marcelius Taliaferro & Jane ?, gd/o Thomas Gardner 
& Margaret Steadman, m. Thomas Lafayette Newsome 

Mary Jane Taliaferro, b. 1901 in Ware Neck, Gloucester, VA, d/o Isaiah Taliaferro & 
Harriet Gardner, gd/o Marcelius Taliaferro & Jane ?, gd/o Thomas Gardner & Margaret 
Steadman 

Dora Virginia White, b. 1896, d/o Coleman White & Indianna Anderson, gd/o 
Claiborne White & Caroline ?, gd/o George Anderson & Dinah Reed 

Clara Henrietta Whiting, b. 1892 in Gloucester, VA, d/o Rev. Zachariah Taylor 
Whiting & Clara Henrietta Jackson, gd/o Daniel Whiting & Hannah Smith, gd/o John 
Jackson & Laura ? 

 

Other Local Teachers that Applied in 1928 

Margaret Belle Grandison, b. 1905 in Gloucester, VA, d. 11/26/1994, d/o George 
Henry Grandison & Margaret Lemon, gd/o Jefferson Grandison & Sarah Corbin, gd/o 
William H. Lemon & Margaret Bolden, m. Edwin Brooks Thompson 

 

School Locations 

The often used 1912 map of Gloucester produced by Rev. R. A. Folkes is presented on 
the next page with the 1925 schools noted.  Folkes had followed the precedent of Rev. W. E. 
Wiatt by serving in three important ways: Baptist pastor, school superintendent, and 
county surveyor.  The Folkes map located colored schools with circular symbols and white 
schools with squares.  The number within the symbols indicated the number of teachers.  

1925-26 Gloucester Teachers of African American Public Schools 
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Bena 

Ware Neck 

Smithfield 

Bethel 

Piney Swamp 

Purton 

Woods X Roads 

Salem 

James Store 

Indian Road 

Woodville 

Beech Hill 

Locust Grove 

Dragon (closed) 

closed 

closed 

Gloucester Agricultural 
and Industrial High School  

Robins 
Neck 

(closed) 

Hayes (closed) 

closed 

Brooksville (closed) 
near Training School 

1925-26 Gloucester Teachers of African American Public Schools 
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Folkes located twenty colored elementary schools in 1912 compared to the twelve in 1925.   

The main factor for this reduction was the formation of Gloucester Training School 
that included elementary classes.  The new school was located less than a half mile from 
the Brooksville School.  Therefore, some schools were closed because their students could 
be served by the expanded facilities of the new school.  Some schools were probably 
consolidated.  One example was the Hayes and Bena Schools that had one teacher in 1912 
and was consolidated into the Bena School in 1925 with three teachers.   

 

Educational Advancement 

The teacher applications of 1922 and 1928 are evidence of tremendous advancement 
in education for African Americans that followed the Civil War.  One part of post-war 
reconstruction to enable freed slaves to be independent citizens was provided by American 
Baptist Home Mission Society of the northern states.  Their work in eastern Virginia was 
centered adjacent to Fort Monroe in Elizabeth City County.  Their efforts in education 
resulted in the formation of Hampton Institute, now Hampton University.   

T. C. Walker from Gloucester was instrumental in expanding the effectiveness of 
Hampton Institute.  In his pursuit of an education, he arrived ill-equipped for a college 
education.  Because of his determination to work and learn, the college administration 
established a work/study program that would prepare students for college level studies. 

The Gloucester Agricultural and Industrial High School established at Cappahosic in 
Gloucester by Mr. Walker and Mr. Weaver was an extension of the Hampton Institute.  Many 
of the teacher applicants from Gloucester had 
received part or all of their training from this local 
school.  Some of the applicants came from other 
counties of Virginia or other states and received their 
training in Gloucester.   

The applicants included teachers with training 
from other schools.  Many received training from the 
schools that became Virginia Union University of the 
Richmond and Petersburg area.  Also, there were 
graduates of Thyne Institute at Chase City in 
Mecklenburg County, Virginia, and Westfield Normal 
School in Westfield, Massachusetts.  The fact that the 
youth of Gloucester were educated and prepared to 
study in schools beyond their home area is evidence 
of a developing educational system that was part of a 
national program and a fulfillment of T. C. Walker’s dreams. 

 

Typical Applicants 

Included in the 1925 list of teachers are two couples: William C. Cook and Lelia Tabb 
Cook and Frank W. Phillips and Addie Cook Phillips.  William C. Cook and Addie Cook were 
children of Warner Cook and Charlotte Williams of Gloucester County.  Frank W. Phillips 
was the son of Washington Phillips and Mary Ellen Collier.  The Phillips family has always 
been of special interest to the author of this article.  My grandfather purchased one acre of 
Washington Phillips’ land in 1877 to build the Roanes Store and Post Office at Cedar Fork.  
This connection is a motivating factor for writing this article. 

1925-26 Gloucester Teachers of African American Public Schools 
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William C. Cook was born in the Belroi area of Gloucester in 1872.  He was a member 
of Bethel Baptist Church.  He graduated from Hampton Institute in 1894.  His 1922 
application indicates that he was teaching sixth and seventh grades at Smithfield School 
and was seeking a principalship.  In answer to abilities, he wrote yes to teaching drawing, 
singing, and basketry.  For references he listed James E. Gregg, Hampton Institute, for 
educational advantages, R. A. Folkes for teaching experience, and T. C. Walker for moral 
character. 

Mr. Cook married Hattie Louise Driver, daughter of Addison Driver and Elizabeth 
Collier, on April 28, 1897.  They had two children: Leola DuBois Cook and Harry Elbridge 
Cook.  She died in 1901 at the birth of Harry.  In 1904, he married his second wife, Lelia J. 
Tabb, from Nansemond County, and they had at least four children.  She was also a 
graduate of Hampton Institute in 1899 and taught elementary school in Norfolk and 
Lynnhaven before coming to Gloucester in 1904.  In Gloucester, she taught at the Dragon, 
Bethel, and  Smithfield Schools.  Her 1928 application indicated that she had taught at 
Smithfield since 1920.  She wrote that she could coach dramatics, literary society, and 
playground activities.  Also, she played the organ and piano musical instruments.  The 
1925 teacher list showed that she and her husband taught at the Smithfield School.  She 
taught the fourth and fifth grades, and he taught the sixth and seventh grades. 

Mr. Cook’s sister, Addie, graduated from Hampton Institute in 1896 and received a 
teaching certificate after eighteen weeks of summer school at Virginia State College in 
1923, 24, and 26.  In 1925, she was assigned to teach the first to sixth grades at the Indian 
Road School.  Addie Cook was born in 1875 and married Frank W. Phillips on June 8, 1899.  
They had three daughters: Margaret, Marion, and Charlotte Ellen. 

Frank W. Phillips was born in 1872 and was a neighbor of my family at Roanes P.O. in 
Gloucester.  He attended Hampton Institute from Sept. 1887 to Sept. 1890 and completed 
the course for elementary teaching.  He submitted teacher applications for both 1922 and 
1928.  The front and back pages of his 1928 teaching application are on the previous two 
pages.  He stated that he was a member of Zion Poplars Baptist Church, and he gave his 
pastor Rev. J. H. Alston as a reference in 1922.  He indicated that he could play a band 
instrument and could coach band, baseball, and playground.   

In the 1922 application, Mr. Phillips wrote that in the previous year he taught at the 
Robins Neck School.  The year before that he taught at Brooksville Poplars School.  
(Brooksville and Poplars must have combined for that year.)  The year before that he taught 
at the Brooksville School.   

In the 1928 application, he indicated that he began teaching at Piney Ridge School in 
Appomattox County, Virginia, in 1890.  After that year, he returned to Gloucester and 
taught at Locust Grove (1891-92), Brooksville (1892-1909), Robins Neck (1910-1920, and 
Piney Swamp (1927-28).  According to the 1925 teaching roster, Mr. Phillips was assigned 
to teach the fifth through seventh grades at Locust Grove School. 

In 1982, my parents purchased the remaining property of the Phillips family, and now 
I plant my one-acre vegetable garden in the field that was once in front of the vacated 
Phillips home shown on the next page.  The house and chimney were still standing when 
we cleared the growth of trees, bushes, and vines from around it.  The smoke from the 
brush fire gave the appearance of a morning mist.  My youngest daughter was studying 
photography at the high school and took this picture.  When I took the house down, I 
recovered a metal front of a fireplace with a date of 1880.  When my grandfather 
purchased the one-acre corner lot from the thirteen-acre Phillips plat in 1877, the only 
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structure on the land was a log house.  The two-story structure of the typical style house of 
that era was erected after 1880.   

My remembrance of the Phillips family and property goes further back to about 1951. 
My brother and I, with some assistance of a half dozen neighborhood black boys who were 
our playmates, created a baseball diamond in that same field in front of the vacated 
Phillips house.  We cut the tall grass with hand slinger blades and cut the base lines with 
mechanical push mowers.  We erected a backstop with poles and chicken wire.  When all 
was ready, we played with much imagination a form of baseball with just a few players on 
each team.   

The Phillips family and their property are an important part in the history of the 
Roanes community. 

Vacated Home of Frank and Addie Phillips 
Photograph by Ann Hunt Scheidegger 

1925-26 Gloucester Teachers of African American Public Schools 
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A History of Gloucester Point, VA 
From the 1920s to the 1950s 

 
By William L. Lawrence 

 

At the April meeting of the Gloucester Historical Society, Billie Robins Ishkanian 
Edwards spoke of her childhood years.  She grew up at the Abingdon Hotel at Gloucester 
Point, which was operated by her grandparents, Marion Ashe and 
Bessie B. Robins.  Billie had collected many photos of the Gloucester 
Point area over the years, and these were displayed using an overhead 
projector.  A follow-up article about her presentation appeared in the 
April 28, 2016, edition of the Gloucester-Mathews Gazette-Journal 
written by Elsa Cooke Verbyla.  A more detailed article on her 
childhood at the Abingdon Hotel appeared in the August 26, 1993, 
edition of the Gloucester Glo-Quips.  

In a discussion following her presentation, Billie expressed 
concern that a lot of this information would be lost if more of it was 
not put to paper.  I had an interest in identifying and locating the 
buildings shown in her photos, so I contacted Elsa Verbyla and asked 
permission to use her article.  What follows is Elsa’s write-up with many of Billie’s photos 
added.  Billie identified the people as well as the buildings. 

 

Recalling life at the Point before there was a Coleman Bridge 
 

by Elsa Verbyla 

Billie Edwards 

Before the bridge. Before VIMS. Long, 
long before Route 17 became four lanes, 
with more lanes at its southern end in 
Gloucester: Gloucester Point was once a very 
different place.  Between the 20th century’s 
world wars, it was a self-sufficient spot 
lapped by the warm waters of the York 
River, a place to spend a quiet summer 
vacation while dancing over the edge of the 
beach and watching the world come and go 
on the ferry. 

Billie Ishkanian Edwards, who grew up in 
the former Abingdon Hotel at Gloucester 
Point, entertained a large audience Sunday at 
a meeting of the Gloucester Historical 
Society, held in the Abingdon Episcopal 
Church parish house. 

Edwards said the hotel was owned and 
operated by her grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Marion A. Robins.  She and her family lived 
there during the first two decades of her life. 
During the summer some family members 
had to move into other buildings on the 
property to make room for guests.  Some of 
these guests came back year after year, 
staying for weeks or months at a time. 

The hotel, Edwards said, was probably 
built by William Henry Ashe, early proprietor 
of the Yorktown-Gloucester Point Ferry.  
William T. Ashe succeeded him and built the 
ferry business into a powerful enterprise 
that only gave way to the newly-opened 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Hotel Abingdon – burned in April 1945 

A History of Gloucester Point, VA 

Gloucester Point in the 1920s showing the old hotel on the left, the store on 
the right, and the bank building at the top of the hill 

store  

old bank 
building 



Vol. 20, No. 2 16 December 2016 

The 1918 photograph on the 
right is from the Van Bibber 
Sanders collection and shows Van 
with two ladies on the Gloucester 
Point ferry just leaving the ferry 
wharf.  This was the old wharf 
much closer to the point.  It 
appears to be close to the side of 
the Hotel Abingdon seen in the 
background. 

This ferry appears to be the 
open lighter with motor boat tied 
alongside which was used until the 
self-powered ferries were made 
fully functional.  The new ferry 
dock for the larger self-powered 
ferries was moved to a more 
protected location away from the 
strong currents of the point.  The 
first self-powered ferry was 
delivered in 1918, but the open 
lighter was probably used until the 
new docking facility could be built. 

A History of Gloucester Point, VA 

Hotel Abingdon  

Hotel Abingdon  

The 1918 photograph on the left is 
from the Van Bibber Sanders collection 
and shows Van’s friends on the 
Gloucester Point ferry from a slightly 
different perspective.  More of the Hotel 
Abingdon is seen from this angle. 
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George P. Coleman Bridge in 1952.  At 
its height, the hotel had 12 rooms with 
linens changed weekly, several baths, a 
large dining room with English oak 
furniture “from White Marsh 
plantation,” a screened porch lined with 
rockers, and faithful cooks, one of 
whom made a product that Edwards 
praises to this day: “No bakery can 
make cinnamon rolls like Belle could 
make.” 

The hotel, a nearby store, the beach, and 
the wharf properties all belonged to 
Gloucester County, Edwards said.  The 
county board of supervisors solicited bids to 
rent these properties, and her grandparents 
kept control of the hotel during her 
childhood.  

Edwards set the stage with an old, 
undated photograph, but well over 100 years 
old, showing two men rowing a horse and 
buggy and passenger across the York River. 
In the early days of the ferry operated by 
William Henry Ashe, she said, passengers 
were landed right at Gloucester Point, where 
the currents are treacherous due to a racing 
tide. Later the ferry dock moved a bit 

The early Gloucester-Yorktown ferry  

The buildings shown are those before the 1933 storm and are drawn on a 1937 aerial photo. 
None of these structures are now standing. 

A History of Gloucester Point, VA 
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downriver to a more sheltered location. 

William Henry’s son William T. Ashe built 
up the ferry with motorized vessels, and 
commerce followed. 

Edwards described other businesses at 
the Point.  The Gloucester Point post office 
was in a small wooden building set on 
pilings.  John Poland opened a store in 
another county-owned building.  Mr. and 
Mrs. Green* of West Point operated a drug 
store, also on pilings, with a soda fountain, 
jukebox, and pavilion built out from the 
back over the water where couples could 
dance. 

Two Baltimore-based steamboats—City of 
Richmond and City of Norfolk—called 
regularly at Gloucester Point Wharf, which 
had a huge warehouse and was used to ship 
to the world Gloucester County products 
such as livestock, seafood, flowers and 
produce. “They were very fine ships” and 
Edwards sometimes went across York River 
on them to Yorktown where she was able to 
explore the facilities including the 

 

Marion Ashe Robins, b. 12/19/1875, d. 6/9/1954 

 +m. Elizabeth “Bessie” Foster Bray, b. 1877, d. 3/16/1952 

Lucy Gertrude Robins., b. 9/26/1899, d. 1987 

+m. Thomas Marvin Lynch, d. 1974 

Marian Foster Robins, b. 1/11/1904, d. 3/22/1989 

+m. Seth Ishkanian 

Betsy Ishkanian, b. 1923, d. 12/25/2000 

+m. Homer Willett Buck, b. 1923, d. 6/29/2010 

Billie Ishkanian, b. 1925 

+m. Clyde Alton Edwards 

Gilbert Bruce Robins, b. 6/27/1906, d. 1/20/1980 

+m. Julia Teague, b. 1913 

Descendents of Marion Ashe Robins.  

Billie and sister Betsy - circa 1931  

The Adams Floating Theater 

A History of Gloucester Point, VA 

 * Mr. & Mrs. Beverly Green.  (Willie Hogge ran the drug store before the Greens.) 
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Marion Ashe and Bessie B. Robins, in front 
of the P.O.  Mr. Robins served as postmaster 

from 1899 to 1914 -circa 1931. 

Billie and Betsy with their mother, Marian 
Robins Ishkanian  

 

Billie and Betsy on the boardwalk 
with the drug store 

Annie Driver and Clara Allen-cooks at the hotel 
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staterooms and a dining room set with fine 
linen and finger bowls of lemon water. 

Another popular attraction was the 
annual visit of the James Adams Floating 
Theater.  Agents would visit Gloucester 
shortly before its arrival and post the dates 
it would be at Gloucester Point.  “That was 
an occasion,” said Edwards. 

“People from all over the county would 
drive down the day the theater would arrive 
and park their cars and wait for it,” she 
added.  The first watcher to see it come 
around the river bend would call out that the 
big floating theater was nearly there. 

The hotel provided a water hookup and 
got free tickets to the shows, Edwards said, 
which included a stage show and comedy 
skit.  “Some of the local ministers did not 
want their parishioners to go, they said it 
was not proper,” she said.  “But when I think 
of what is on TV today … Oh my!” 

An artesian well right at the Point … 
provided drinking water for the hotel and 
the few families living nearby.  “One of my 
jobs as a child was to fill up glass gallon jugs 
and bring it back to the hotel for everyone to 
drink,” said Edwards. 

A stable, a barrel factory, A.W. Clopton’s 
house, Spencer Clopton’s new store and 
associated enterprise “more of a beer hall … 
young folks were not welcomed there,” and 
many, many other interesting spots made up 
young Billie’s world. 

When guests would come for a spell and 
return every summer for another spell, they 
became part of her world and friends of the 
family.  They paid $10 a week for three 
meals a day, the opportunity to swim in the 
river, go out on fishing parties, and rock on 
the porch … “and some played cards at 
night.” 

Three things broke up old Gloucester 
Point, Edwards said.  “The ’33 storm (Aug. 
23, 1933) destroyed a good part of it. 
Neighbors took refuge in the hotel as the 
great hurricane battered the Point.  Water 
entered the first floor, and everyone watched 

the storm from the second floor. 

“Every time a big wave hit the hotel. we 
could feel it shudder,” said Edwards.  “The 
Gloucester Point post office was completely 
destroyed.  I watched it and the Greens’ drug 
store float down the river.  Mrs. Clopton 
came over in a rowboat and climbed through 
the dining room window.  We lost our pigs. 
We saw them go down the river.  The Greens 
brought candy from their drug store. I was 
so frightened I could not eat any of it.” 

The next big change was World War II. 
Her grandparents rented rooms to 
government war workers and the usual 
guests did not stay there. 

And just as the war was starting to wind 
down, catastrophe struck the final blow in 
April 1945. Edwards said a fire, blamed on a 
cigarette thought to be left on a creosoted 
piling of the wharf, caught hold.  Strong 
winds blew the fire up the wharf, consuming 
it … and heading toward the hotel. Large 
trees around the structure caught fire, then 
the old wooden hotel. It was gone in 
minutes. 

Little was saved: her grandmother’s Bible, 
with the $300 for rent in it; two of the oak 
dining room chairs; and the cast iron dinner 
bell that had rung out for meals three times 
a day.  

The world was changing about this time, 
the bridge and VIMS were just a few years 
away, and the old Point life was gone 
forever.  “Gloucester Point nurtured a way of 
life that is long gone,” said Edwards.  “We 
had busy times, and also time to relax and 
think and read and enjoy the gentle breezes 
and the water lapping on the shore. I don’t 
think we will see that again.” 
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Gloucester Point during the August 1933 storm - 
the drug store and post office were washed away 
in the storm. 

Photographs of the 1933 Storm Damage 

In the center of this photo taken several days after 
the August 23rd storm, Gloucester Point ferry 
terminals can be seen.  Water rose to the second floor 
of hotel (at Left) and submerged automobiles parked 
at the Point. 

A History of Gloucester Point, VA 

A view of the storm from the second floor of the 
hotel 

pile driver washed up 
during storm 

The oil company office, debris, another 
washed up shed, and the store 

shed washed 
up during 

Shed and debris washed up during the storm 
from a different angle - it looks like the debris 
may be from the drug store wharf. 

shed part of 
wharf 
washed up 
during 
storm 

Shed and debris washed up during the storm  

shed washed 
up during 

storm 

wharf office 

wharf warehouse 
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Old Poland’s store, with the 
wharf office and a boat to the 
left and the hotel to the right, 
was moved closer to the water 

by the storm. 
 

Photo courtesy of the 
Gloucester-Mathews Gazette-

Journal 
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Gloucester Point shore line before and after 1945 fire viewed from the ferry  

A History of Gloucester Point, VA 

Photo taken before the fire of 1945 

oil tanks 

oil company office 
old Poland’s 

store 

Spencer Clopton’s 
pub & P.O. — built 

after the 1933 storm 

hotel 

wharf & warehouse 

Photo taken after the fire of 1945-Photo courtesy of the Gloucester-Mathews Gazette-Journal 
Of the structures listed, only the Bray house and the old bank building still stand.  
B.F. Lindsay, Jr., was the author’s great-grandfather.  His house is shown above. 

Spencer Clopton’s 
pub & P.O. 

old Poland’s 
store 

oil company office 

oil tanks 

Seth Bray’s house bank shed 

Lindsay’s garage 

old bank 

B.F. Lindsay’s house 

Service 
stations 

ferry capt. Bill 
Robins’ house 

Deal-Davenport house 
— all worked on ferry 



Vol. 20, No. 2 24 December 2016 

Correction: The Early Families of Olive Branch Methodist Church 

Family Tree Searcher, vol. 20, no. 1, p 22 

By Charles Hogge

In the last paragraph on page 22, the wrong 1880 census record was used for Robert R. 
Rowe.  The correct data is as follows: 

Rowe, Robert R, 36 M W, HEAD, MS: M, OCC: Farmer; Rowe, Lalila R, 24 F W, REL: Wife, MS: 
M, OCC: Keeping House; Rowe, Harry D, 7 M W, REL: Son; Rowe, Eva E, 5 F W, REL: 
Daughter; Rowe, Mary J., 3 F W, REL: Daughter; Rowe, Kate, 10 mo F W, REL: Daughter, 
MBWY: Jul; Rowe, Catherine D., 68 F W, REL: Mother, MS: WorD, OCC: At Home;  

A view of Gloucester Point after the bridge was built - it was completed in 1952. 
Of the structures listed only Maury Hall is still standing.  

Photo courtesy of the Newport News Daily Press 
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Maury Hall 

Davis Hall 

Brooke Hall 

old ferry dock 

oil company pier 
old Poland’s store 

Davenport house 

service 
station 

Ralph Duncan’s 
service station 
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Gloucester Baseball in the Late 1940s 
 

By L. Roane Hunt 

 

This article like many others begins with a small collection of remembrances donated 
to the Gloucester Museum that includes a few photographs and a narrative of Grandville 
“Dick” Dutton.  The microfilm records of the Gloucester-Mathews Gazette-Journal for 1947-
1949 were used to verify Mr. Dutton’s account with some added details.  The author found 
a few individuals besides himself that had witnessed some of these ball games and 
remembered some of the players.   

There was great interest in Gloucester baseball during the 1947 season with the 
competition between the Amoco team of Gloucester Point and the Gloucester Butterflies.  
The Amoco ballpark was located just north of the York River Bridge and is shown on the 
next page in a photograph of the bridge opening in 1952.  The ball park used by the 
Butterflies was located on the property of 
Frank Robins, about two miles south of the 
courthouse and is now used by the 
Gloucester Little League Baseball Program.   

 

Granville Dutton’s Story of  

Gloucester Baseball 

Brenda Dutton Daniel wrote her father’s 
story as he told it, and she shared it with our 
museum.  A version of his story was 
probably published in the Glo-Quips.   

The origin of organized baseball as an 
American game can be traced to mid-19th 
century.  It is said that baseball is 
America's national pastime.  But it is far 
more than that.  It is intrinsic to 
American society reflecting America’s 
rural roots.  It is part of our history.  
1941 to 1963 is called "the golden age of 
baseball" in America.  And it was nowhere more evident than in Gloucester County, 
Virginia.   

Granville "Dick" Dutton, born and raised in Gloucester, remembers baseball in its 
infancy in the county.   

"When I was in the 7th grade," says Dick, "I was on a team that played the 
Botetourt High School team to give them practice.  That spring Mr. Page[1], the 

Jesse Van Burean Dutton, b. 1892, d. 1969 

 +m. Julia Enez Horsley, b. 1894, d. 1958 

Jesse Doswell Dutton., b. 1915, d. 1997 

+m. 1st Doris May Rilee, b. 1916, d. 1983 

+m. 2nd Annie C. Hall, b. 1922, d. 2008 

Wilbur “Bill” Cary Dutton, b. 1920, d. 1979 

+m. Dorothy Countess Bristow, b. 1919, d. 2002 

Thomas Cary Dutton, b. 1950 

+m. Susan Lewis 

Adlaide Dutton 

Dorothy Jean Dutton, b. 1959 

Granville “Dick” Davis Dutton, b. 1923, d. 2001 

+m. Frances Evelyn Cooke, b.  

Brenda Lee Dutton, b. 1950 

+m. Clarence Cason Daniel Jr. 

Descendents of Jesse Van Burean Dutton.  

 1  Henry Clay Page, b. 1906 in Poquoson, VA, d. 1995, s/o William Woodward Page & Estelle Sarah Evans, m. 
Mary Edla Davis.  Mr. Page was the boy’s coach, agriculture teacher, and principal of Boteourt High 
School for eighteen years. 
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Aerial view looking south at the York River Bridge and the traffic on route 17 approaching the 
bridge on opening day in 1952.  The Amoco ballpark appears in the lower right portion of the 
picture. 

A closer view shows the ballpark in good condition.  Automobiles are scattered around the foul 
territory along the fences and in front of the grandstand. 
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athletic director there, asked Junior Hogge[2], and me to throw batting practice for 
them, Junior catching and me pitching.  I kept the ball coming across the plate and 
didn’t let up.  The next week Junior and I were asked to play on the team in a game 
in Middlesex County.  Mr. Page said "Just keep em’ comin’ across the plate  - just like 
batting practice - let em’ have it."  I pitched a 2 hit shutout.  When I got home my 
head was so big I couldn’t get in the door."  

World War II had its effect on baseball all over the country as players, 
professional and amateur, left the diamonds and went to war.  In 1946, on return 
home, sand lot teams were formed all over the country.  

The first team formed in Gloucester was Amoco, sponsored by James Shackelford
[3] and managed by Francis Hogge[4].  Dick says, "I remember the Amoco team was 
real organized.  But there was a group of us that wanted to form our own team.  This 
was about 1948.  So we had a meeting in 
Roane Booker’s[5] furniture store to get 
organized with manager and players.  
Present were Doswell Dutton[6], my 
brother, Roane Booker, John Booker[7], 

Harold Gwyn[8], and Bolton Bunting[9].  
That night Wyndham Hogg[10], brother of 
Amoco’s manager, sneaked into the store 
and hid.  He heard everything we 
discussed.  About then he popped up 
from behind a sofa and said, "This is the 
joke of the day.  Who’ve you got that can 
play baseball?"  Bolton jumped up and 
said, "We have a few guys who can play 
some ball and we’ll schedule a 
doubleheader with you right now for July 
4th."  We hadn’t even finished putting the 
team together yet!"  

 2  Marvin Robert Hogge Jr., b. 1922, d. 6/24/1998, s/o Marvin Robert Hogge & Gladys Estelle Thomas, m. Ruth 
Eugenia Thornton 

 3  .James Barron Shackelford, b. 4/17/1902, d. 9/18/1950, s/o Samuel Shackelford & Lillian Barnes Thomas , 
m. Vernelle Theresa Fields.  He was owner of the Amoco Oil Company. 

 4 Francis Cockeu Hogg, b. 1/22/1909, d. 2/19/1966, s/o James Clinton Hogg & Elizabeth Jeanett Buck, m. 
Alice Leona Wilson  

 5 Calvin Roane Booker Sr., b. 10/18/1903, d. 9/27/1958, s/o Calvin Edgar Booker & Margaret T. Walker, m. 
Carrie Blanche Eastwood. 

 6 Doswell Dutton, b. 11/4/1915, d. 7/16/1997, s/o Jesse Van Burean Dutton & Julia Enez Horsley, gs/o 
Wilbur Luke Dutton & Rebecca Jane Ware, gs/o John Cary Horsley & Emma Lee Forrest, m. 1st Doris 
May Hall, m. 2nd Annie C. Hall.  owned the hardware store across the street from the Calvin Hotel. 

 7 John Thomas Booker, b. 11/14/1899, d. 7/3/1975, s/o Calvin Edgar Booker & Margaret T. Walker, m. Hattie 
Maud Dunston.  He owned the department store at White Marsh, VA. 

 8 Harold Franklin Gwyn Jr., b. 1925, d. 12/20/2015, s/o Harold Franklin Gwyn & Countess Sterling, m. 
Frances Clements  

 9 Bolton Murray Bunting, b. 5/31/1906, d. 6/10/1967, s/o Arthur Augustus Bunting & Charity F. Ashew, m. 
1st Ethel C. ?, m. 2nd Mary Estelle Williams  

 10 Charles Wyndham Hogg, b. 12/22/1909, d. 1981, s/o James Clinton Hogg & Elizabeth Jeanett Buck, m. Lida 
Ruth Ware  

Tri-County Furniture Store and Calvin Hotel on 
Main St. owned by Calvin Roane Booker Sr.  V. 
C. Sutton Sr. operated the Hotel. 

Calvin Hotel  
Furniture Store 
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The team was formed with the following players: Venton Sutton[11], pitcher and 
manager; Bolton Bunting, business manager; Earl Robins[12], catcher; Bubba Donner
[13], 1st base; Jimmy Dutton[14], 2nd; Raymond Sterling[15], shortstop; John 
Pemberton[16], 3rd; me pitching; and 3 outfielders. And so the Gloucester Butterflies 
were born.  Games were played every Saturday and Sunday.  

"I recall," says Dick, "that about June Amoco found out we had 
a pretty decent ball club and they got a little worried.  So they 
hired a former Boston Braves pitcher, Jim Trexler[17], to pitch the 
4th of July game against us.  So not to be outdone, my brother 
Doswell found out that Max Lanier[18] of the St. Louis Cardinals 
was in Cleveland and contacted him.  Lanier was not playing that 
season for jumping the league, so he was available.  He agreed to 
pitch that game for the Butterflies for $500."  

“The grandstand held 150 people.  On that 4th of July it was 
full by noon, and the game wasn’t due to start until 2 pm.  Cars 
were parked along the fence, people were sitting on the fence, and 
they were sitting up in the trees.  It was the biggest baseball day in 
Gloucester.  Lanier hadn’t pitched in 6 weeks and was worried 
about whether he could win the game.  Max said, "I thought I was 
going to pitch a sand lot game - this outfit resembles a Triple A ball 
club!"  

"By the 5th inning he was warmed up and the ball was coming 
right across the plate.  John Booker said, "Look out now.  He’s 
warmed up and mad and all you’re gonna’ see coming are aspirin 
tablets."  We had St. Louis Cardinals pitching, but we lost the game 
6-0.  We left the park that day with our heads hanging low."  Max 
Lanier agreed to come back the next summer and pitch a game for 
free.  The game was against Tappahannock.  Lanier only gave up 1 
hit in 9 innings.”  

"The next season Amoco started off hiring players again," says 
Dick.  "They hired Sid [Syd] Thrift[19], a pitcher, from Middlesex 
County.  He was hard to beat.  Scouts were there every weekend and eventually Sid 

 11 Venton Caston “V.C.” Sutton, b. 9/12/1913, d 1984, s/o Norman Ophiton Sutton Sr. & Mattie Esther Brooks, 
m. Elizabeth Hooper  

 12 Earl Franklin Robins Sr., b. 11/10/1923, d. 3/17/2015, s/o Frank O’Ferrel Robins & Mary Ellen Coates, m. 
Virginia Estelle Rilee  

 13 Leonard Carl Donner, b. 11/4/1918, d. 9/26/2001, s/o John Francis Donner & Lillie Dewey Snead, m. Edith 
Temple Pemberton (Brother-in-law of John Herbert Pemberton) 

 14 James E. Dutton, b. 11/26/1925, d. 3/14/1995, s/o Christopher Woodland Dutton & Edith Lee Carlton, m. 
Edith C. Oliver.  He was first cousin of Doswell, Wilbur, and Granville Dutton. 

 15 Raymond P. Sterling, b. 1929, d. 10/25/2001, s/o Noah Franklin Sterling Jr. & Martha Deal, m. Janie 
McDowell  

 16 John Herbert Pemberton, b. 11/5/1923, d. 4/9/1956, s/o Horatio Nelson Pemberton & Viola Temple ?  
(Brother-in-law of Leonard Carl Donner) 

 17 Frank James “Jim” Trexler Jr., b. 6/17/1930, d. 7/26/2015, s/o Frank James Trexler & Ruth Elizabeth 
Sandridge, m. 1st Nora Ann Harris, m. 2nd Theresa ?  

 18 Hubert Max Lanier, b. 8/18/1915, d. 1/30/2007, s/o Stephen A. Lanier & Celina R. Morris, m. Lillian Belle 
Doby 

 19 Sydnor Wilson Thrift Jr., b. 2/25/1929, d. 9/18/2006, Sydnor Wilson Thrift & Lucy Fairfax Butler, m. Dolly 
W. ?  

Max Lanier 

Syd Thrift 
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was drafted by the Pittsburgh Pirates.  He is now with the Baltimore Orioles 
organization."  

In 1950, with the new season, the old Butterflies team started to break up and a 
new team was formed.  It was called the Ark Pirates.  Some of the players were Bill 
Dutton[20], Dick Dutton[21], Jimmy Dutton, Sammy Deal[22], and Herbert Williams[23].  

"There was no stadium - just a field with 4 bases and a backstop," recalls Dick.  "It 
was just a good old country sand lot club - and that was when the real fun started.  It 
was anything goes.  I remember one day a man pulled up in his car beside the field 
and asked what the score was.  The right fielder said 19-0. "Kind a lop-sided game, 
isn’t it?" the man said.  The fielder said, "No, we haven't come to bat yet, but we’ll 
catch up."  

Dick remembers the last game of that season.  "It was booked with the Gloucester 
Butterflies, the original team we had played on.  Our lineup was set, Bill Dutton, my 
brother, was catching and I was pitching.  My daddy, Jesse Dutton[24], was umpiring.  
Earl Robins came to bat for the Butterflies.  I knew I could break a ball a good 3 feet 
across the plate with Earl up to bat.  I called time, Bill came out to the mound, and I 
told him my plan.  The first pitch was a fastball to back Earl off the plate.  He ducked.  
The next pitch was a curve ball across the plate.  Instead of backing off, Earl leaned 
over the plate.  The ball broke and hit him right in the head and down he went.  It 
scared me, but Earl was all right and got up.  The next thing I knew Earl was on 1st 
base.  I said, "Where’s he going?"  Daddy said, "You hit the man - he gets 1st base."  I 
said, "Daddy that 17 1/2 inches over the plate is mine!"  He said, "If you don’t get 
back on that mound and pitch the ball, I’ll knock you down in this dirt."  I just said, 
"Yes sir," and went back to the mound.  The umpire is the field official, so I had to 
back down or get thrown out of the game."  

Teams like the Gloucester Butterflies, the Ark Pirates, and Amoco existed all over 

the country during those post war years and were very much a part of baseball’s 

"golden age."  Those old teams have provided warm memories for those who were a 

part of them and for those of us who remember watching them play. They will also be 

a part of Gloucester’s history.  

 

Newspaper Coverage 

Granville Dutton’s story appears to be as recorded by limited coverage in the  
Gloucester-Mathews Gazette-Journal.  The main difference was the date of the big event 
when Max Lanier for the Butterflies lost to Jim Trexler for Amoco.  Dutton describes the 
game happening on the 4th of July, but the newspaper describes it occurring at the end of 

 20 Granville Davis Dutton, b. 3/6/1923, d. 9/11/2001, s/o Jesse Van Burean Dutton & Julia Enez Horsley, gs/o 
Wilbur Luke Dutton & Rebecca Jane Ware, gs/o John Cary Horsley & Emma Lee Forrest, m. Frances 
Evelyn Cooke.  He was a first cousin of James E. Dutton. 

 21 Wilbur Cary Dutton, b. 5/26/1920, d. 11/21/1979, s/o Jesse Van Burean Dutton & Julia Enez Horsley, m. 
Dorothy Countess Bristow.  He was a first cousin of James E. Dutton. 

 22 Samuel Thomas Deal, b. 1/11/1927, d. 1/7/2015, s/o Charlie Deal & Verna B. West, m. Betty Jean Dunston  
 23 Herbert Williams, b. 1913, s/o James Lowery Williams & Eva Virginia Bonniville, m. 1st Bernice Virginia Hall, 

m. 2nd Clara Pearl Chapman  
 24 Jesse Van Burean Dutton, b. 1/1/1892, d. 7/1/1969, s/o Wilbur Luke Dutton & Rebecca Jane Ware, m. Julia 

Enez Horsley  
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the season in September.  In fact, The Free Lance-Star of Fredericksburg, VA, reported that 
the game took place on Sunday, September 14, 1947, stating, “Max Lanier, ex-St. Louis 
Cardinal Lefthander, was touched for 10 hits by the Amoco Baseball Club of Gloucester 
Point which scored a 6 to 0 victory yesterday over the Gloucester Butterflies.”  Dutton was 
correct in stating that the organization meeting of the Butterflies occurred “about 1948.”  
The newspaper included an announcement of this meeting in the spring of 1947.  Also, 
Dutton added “color” in his story that the newspaper coverage missed.   

Overall, the weekly newspaper coverage for 1947-1979 was very limited in scope.  
There was no sports section, so the brief summary articles were placed among the other 
local news items.  There was no “box score” given that would describe the entire game in 
detail, but the coverage consisted of the final scores and a few highlights of the game. 

The formation meeting of the Butterflies, Gloucester Baseball Club, was announced in 
the newspaper for Tuesday evening, March 25, 1947, and the opening of a new ball field 
and grandstand was announced in the news clipping below. 

The Butterflies opened the 1947 season in their new ball field on May 4th with a 11-1 
victory over Deltaville as described in the second clipping below.  Tom Chapman[25] was 
the winning pitcher, and John Pemberton, Donner, and Tennet[26] furnished the offense.   

The Amoco team opened its 1947 season with a 19-1 victory over Seaford of York 
County on April 18th.  The following Saturday they were scheduled to play Tabernacle 
Baptist, one of the strongest teams in Newport News at Gloucester Point.  Game admission 
was 25c for men and 15c for ladies. 

 25 Thomas Alex Chapman, b. 7/1/1925, d. 4/16/1988, s/o Woodford Russell Chapmen & Julia Eliza Foster, m. 
Madeline Foster Ransone  

 26 W. Wallace Tennent, b. 7/16/1917, d. 6/5/2005 
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Both Gloucester teams played an extensive list of teams from eastern Virginia.  They 
included: Seaford, Messick, Urbanna, Shackelfords, Tappahannock, Norfolk Athletic Club, 
Kecoughtan, Portsmouth Athletic Club, Cobbs Creek, Copeland Park (NN), Mathews, West 
Point, Churchland, Warsaw, Deltaville, Craddock, St. Stevens (K&Q), and others. 

Extra newspaper coverage appeared for the Butterflies-Amoco game for Saturday, July 
26, 1947.  Headlines stated, “Amoco—Butterflies Clash Saturday.”  The first paragraphs 
read:  

“One would travel far to find a baseball rivalry among Semi-Pro teams as keen 
as that developed between the Butterflies and the Amoco Nine, both of Gloucester. 

These two fast moving, hard hitting teams will clash for the third time during 
this season on Saturday at the Amoco Ball Park at Gloucester Point. 

Both teams have remarkable records.  Suttons Butterflies have won 19 games 
out of 23 played and Amoco has scored 21 victories from 26 games. 

Amoco, seeking revenge for humiliation of two previous defeats, is determined 
to trim the Butterflies, and has hired Jim Trexler, former [Richmond] Colt and 
Boston Braves hurler, who more recently hurled for the powerful Semi Pro Warsaw 
Nine.  Johnny Kowczowski, recently acquired from William and Mary College will 
catch for the Amoco nine.  The Amoco Nine also recently imported Bob Bernhardt 
from William and Mary.”   

The same article reported that the Butterflies “indicated that no players would be 
imported for the game.”  Later in the article it read, “Hynes who hurled a majority of the 
season’s games for Amoco is rumored to be leaving the Amoco nine and may join the 
Butterflies but this has not been confirmed.”  The tense competition between Gloucester 
teams resulted in the importation of new players and the exchange of players between 
teams. 

Amoco also enlisted Nelson[27] and William[28] Catlett from the Kecoughtan of 
Hampton who were grandsons of Judge Charles Catlett[29] of Gloucester. 

The two teams played each other on Labor Day of 1947 with both teams using 
imported players.  Amoco won the game 2-1, and the win produced a tied record of 3-3 
between the Butterflies and Amoco.  This forced the tiebreaker game on September 14th 
with Max Lanier pitching for the Butterflies and Jim Trexler for Amoco when Max Lanier 
lost 6-1.  Only three of Amoco’s regular players played in the final while Lanier was the 
only import for the Butterflies. 

The newspaper summed up the 1947 season, “Sunday’s game ended the season for 
both Gloucester Teams.  Amoco is credited with 37 victories out of 46 games played.  The 
Butterflies have won 29 games out of 39 played.  Four of the ten games lost were to the 
Amoco Nine.  Both teams have played teams from Tappahannock to upper Northern Neck 
to Portsmouth.” 

 27 Carter Nelson Catlett, b. 9/27/1918, d. 10/26/1998, s/o Charles Catlett Jr. & Deborah Cockey, m. Rachael 
Elaine Griffith 

 28 William Powell Catlett, b. 1917, d. ?, s/o Charles Catlett Jr. & Deborah Cockey, m. Vivian Burdette 
 29 Judge Charles Catlett, b. 7/12/1845, d. 10/7/1861, s/o John Walker Carter Catlett & Frances King Burwell, 

m. Lucy Chiswell Nelson 
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For the 1948 baseball season, the Amoco Ball Club of Gloucester point elected Hershel 
C. Shackelford[30] president.  Also elected were C. David Burke[31], treasurer; John Poland
[32], secretary; Francis Hogge[33], manager; and Elmer Green[34], assistant manager. 

Also of note in 1948, three Botetourt High School seniors were ruled ineligible for 
high school baseball teams by the Virginia High School League for participation in local 
semi-pro ball clubs.  They were Nelson Brown[35] who played for the Gloucester Butterflies, 
and Harty Gwyn[36] and Sam Healy[37] of the newly organized Caterpillars.  

 

Amoco Team Photograph 

Apparently, the team photograph presented on the next page was taken in the late 
1940s.  These players were all local men that were residents of Gloucester.  It does not 
include the more professional players that were added for the “big” games and when the 
competition got more tense.  One comment from an old spectator was that the enlistment 
of better players from other parts of the state ruined league play. 

Someone that knew the team members wrote the names of the players on the back of 
the photograph as noted in the caption.   

Front center:  

Dickie Poland, bat boy—Richard Poland, b. 1935, s/o John B. Poland & Mae A. Ashe 

Kneeling:  

Tom Harris—Thomas Robert Harris, b. 8/10/1905, d. 12/22/1987, s/o Robert Elroy 
Harris & Lucy Jane Lewis, m. Tyler Lucretia Hogg 

Mac Jordan—Maxwell Kerman Jordan, b. 5/10/1925, d. 1970, s/o William Andrew 
Peterson Jordan & Beulah Broaddus Foxwell, m. Barbara Diane Prentice.  His widow, 
Diane Prentice Jordan, said that Mac never mentioned playing baseball for Amoco. 

“Teapot” Wilburn—John Paul Wilburn, b. 1921, d. 1986, s/o James Henry Reggie Wilburn 
& Ethel May Gregory, m. Alice Virginia Carmine  

Wilbur Wilburn—Wilbur L. Wilburn, b. 5/13/1909, d. 5/6/1994, s/o Rex Lawrence Wilburn 
& Hattie Newman Gibbs, m. Miriam Annette Thornton  

Francis Hogge, manager—Francis Cockeu Hogg, b. 1/22/1909, d. 2/19/1966, s/o James 
Clinton Hogg & Elizabeth Jeanett Buck, m. Alice Leona Wilson  

 30 Hershel Cartright Shackelford, b. 2/3/1910, d. 9/23/1993, s/o John Mathew Shackelford & Alice Senora 
Hogge, m. Minnie Katherine Hogge.  He was the distributor of Amoco Petroleum products and first 
cousin of James Barron Shackelford, identified previously. 

 31 Charles David Burke, b. 1/13/1913, d. 2006, s/o Charles William Beauregard Burke & Verna Etna Roane, m. 
Ella Grey Johnson.  He was manager of the York River Ferry, and later he was elected treasure of 
Gloucester County. 

 32 John B. Poland Jr., b. 1925, s/o John B. Poland & Mae A. Ashe, m. Mary Malay  
 33 Francis Cockeu Hogg, b. 1/22/1909, d. 2/19/1966, s/o James Clinton Hogg & Elizabeth Jeanett Buck, m. 

Alice Leona Wilson  
 34 Elmer L. Green, b. 1/15/1923, d. 6/17/2000, s/o Christopher Columbus Green & Maggie Lee Eure, m. Susie 

R. ? 
 35 Nelson Ashton Brown, b. 3/15/1931, s/o Claude Copeland Brown & Alice Virginia Rowe, m. Patricia Rose 

Bratz 
 36 Patrick Harty Gwyn, b. 3/11/1931, d. 12/10/2015, s/o Patrick Franklin Gwyn & Mary E. Deal, m. Loray 

Kavan Callis 
 37 Emmett Samuel Healy Jr., b. 8/11/1930, d. 8/23/2010, s/o Emmett Samuel Healy & Mary Esther Walker, m. 

1st Lillian Teresa Senecal, m. 2nd Julia Ann Chapman 
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Ed “Scobie” Hall—Edwin Lee Hall, b. 1926, s/o Hobart Lee Hall & Gladys Josephine Hogge, 
m. Reba Frances Whitmore  

Jack Poland—John B. Poland Jr., b. 1925, s/o John B. Poland & Mae A. Ashe, m. Mary 
Malay.  Jack and Richard Poland operated the Poland Grocery at Gloucester Point. 

Jimmy Rowe—James Mortimer Rowe Jr., b. 9/26/1923, d. 5/2/1955, s/o James Mortimer 
Rowe & Jennie Thornton Hogge, m. Virginia M. Oliver.  He was a brother-in-law of 
Turner Ashby Walthall Jr. 

Standing: 

“Pickle” Hynes—Shirlin Hynes.  He was employed by the local telephone company. 

Osburn—Herbert Stabler Osburn Jr., b. 1922, s/o Rev. Herbert Stabler Osburn & Fannie 
Beverley.  He was the son of a local Episcopal minister. 

Johnny Baldwin—John Lee Baldwin, b. 8/20/1919, d. 5/18/1980, s/o Daniel O. Baldwin & 
Lillian Bohannon, m. Alice Marie Anderton 

Linwood “Scoot” Emerson—Roland Lynwood Emerson, b. 1/9/1922, d. 5/7/1999, s/o 

Amoco Baseball Team 
Front center: Dickie Poland[25], bat boy 
Kneeling: Tom Harris, Mac Jordan, “Teapot” Wilburn, Wilbur Wilburn, Francis Hogge, manager, Ed 

“Scobie” Hall, Jack Poland, Jimmy Rowe 
Standing: “Pickle” Hynes, Osburn, Johnny Baldwin, Linwood D. “Scoot” Emerson, Ashby Walthall, 

Marvin “Baby Duck” Hogge, Jr., Wallace Rowe 
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George William Emerson & Rebecca Taylor Oliver, m. 1st Dorothy Mae Hale, m. 2nd 
Ruby Christine Haywood.  His family stated that he pitched for Botetourt High School, 
and his bother, Jackson “Jack” Oliver Emerson, was his catcher.  Edgar Emerson, their 
first cousin, taught Jack how to catch and purchased a catcher’s glove for him. 

Ashby Walthall—Turner Ashby Walthall Jr., b. 1923, d. 2/23/2014, s/o Turner Ashby 
Walthall & Emma Rowe, m. Emma Rowe.  He played football at William and Mary 
College until he was drafted into the Army Air Corps during WWII.   

Marvin “Baby Duck” Hogge, Jr.—Marvin Robert Hogge Jr., b. 1922, d. 6/24/1998, s/o 
Marvin Robert Hogge & Gladys Estelle Thomas, m. Ruth Eugenia Thornton. 

Wallace Rowe—Wallace Clayton Rowe, b. 3/14/1925, d. 7/5/1989, s/o Albert Christian 
Rowe & Bertha Hilda King.  He played baseball at Hampden-Sydney College. 

 

Photograph of Gloucester Butterfly Players 

A portion of the Gloucester Butterfly team is shown in the photograph below.  The 
caption was written on the back of the photograph. 

Back row, L to R: Tom Chapman, Venton Sutton, Jimmy England, probably John Baldwin 
Front row, L. to R: probably Edwin “Scobie” Hall, Martin Duncan, John Pemberton, Bill Dutton 
Seated in front: Jimmy Dutton 
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Back row:  

Tom Chapman—Thomas Alex Chapman, b. 7/1/1925, d. 4/16/1988, s/o Woodford 
Russell Chapmen & Julia Eliza Foster, m. Madeline Foster Ransone 

Venton Sutton—Venton Caston Sutton, b. 9/12/1913, d 8/1/1984, s/o Norman Ophiton 
Sutton Sr. & Mattie Esther Brooks, m. Elizabeth Hooper 

Jimmy England—Unidentified 

John Baldwin—John Lee Baldwin, b. 8/20/1919, d. 5/18/1980, s/o Daniel O. Baldwin & 
Lillian Bohannon, m. Alice Marie Anderton 

Front row:  

Edwin “Scobby” Hall—Edwin Lee Hall, b. 1926, s/o Hobart Lee Hall & Gladys Josephine 
Hogge, m. Reba Frances Whitmore.  He also played for Amoco Ball Club. 

Martin Duncan—Louis Martin Duncan, b. 11/2/1906, d. 6/13/1986, s/o William Barr 
Duncan & Louise Quincy Martin, m. 1st Pauline Tucker, m. 2nd Annette Lowry 

John Pemberton—John Herbert Pemberton, b. 11/5/1923, d. 4/9/1956, s/o Horatio 
Nelson Pemberton & Viola Temple A. ? 

Bill Dutton—Wilbur Cary Dutton, b. 5/26/1920, d. 11/21/1979, s/o Jesse 
Van Burean Dutton & Julia Enez Horsley, m. Dorothy Countess 
Bristow 

Seated in front:  

Jimmy Dutton—James E. Dutton, b. 11/26/1925, d. 3/14/1995, s/o 
Christopher Woodland Dutton & Edith Lee Carlton, m. Edith C. Oliver 

  

The Gloucester Butterflies continued to compete in the Tidewater 
League through the late 1950s.   The Newport News Daily Press covered 
the games with detail box scores.  Blair Farinholt[38] provided copies of 
news clippings of his participation that also describe local baseball of this 
period.  Farinholt pitched his first game for the Butterflies in 1952 at the 
age of fifteen years.  According to another news item, he was scheduled to 
pitch for them in 1957. 

Other local teams participating in the Tidewater League included 
Mathews, Deltaville, West Point, Poquoson, and Charles City.  The 
Farinholt clippings listed the Gloucester players including Venton Sutton, 
John Baldwin, Tom Chapman, Jim England, John Pemberton, Leonard 
Donner, Raymond Sterling, and Herbert Williams.  Also listed were the 
Duttons, Bill, Dick, and Jim.  These teams typically enlisted players that 
excelled in college baseball and professional players serving in the local 
military installations.  For example, it was noted in the clippings that 
Vernon Law of the Pittsburgh Pirates played for Mathews against Farinholt 
and the Butterflies.  Also, Chick Fox, who had been a star pitcher for the 
Seaford team, pitched for Deltaville.   

During the 1950s, semi-pro baseball popularity diminished in part due to the rise and 
fascination with fast-pitch softball in Gloucester.  Many fast-pitch softball teams were 
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Blair Farinholt  
in 1957 

 38 Harvey Blair Farinholt, b. 1937, s/o James Brown Farinholt & Dorothy Trevilian, m. Frances Tabb Gordon 
Thornton 
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formed in Gloucester with wide participation including many of the men that had formerly 
played for the baseball teams. 

The Gloucester Youth Baseball Program acquired the Butterflies Park about 1963 and 
expanded the facility to four diamonds to accommodate a graded league play for all ages.  
The aerial view above shows the present baseball facility and the location of the formerly 
diamond of the Butterflies. 

 

In the late 1940s, my family traveled from Hampton to Roanes in Gloucester every 
other weekend to visit my grandmother and to haul a crate of eggs back to Hampton for 
neighborhood sales.  On a few weekends, I attended the baseball games of the Gloucester 
Butterflies.  My family had a close relationship with the Frank Robins family because Frank 
was married to Mary Coates Robins who was raised by my grandmother.  Therefore, I 
remember seeing Earl Robins doing the catching.  Also, I remember seeing Edgar Emerson 
umpiring the bases.  I knew Edgar because his father was my grandmother’s second 
husband.   

In the fall of 1949, my family moved to Gloucester to operate the Roanes Store.  Dick 
Dutton stated that the Butterflies began to break up in the early 1950s.  I remember that 
fast-pitch softball behind Botetourt High School was a very popular game.  In 1951, my 
father coached the team from Newington Baptist Church.  Newington did not participate in 
1952, and my father played some games with one of the stronger teams, “Independence.”    

 

 

Gloucester Baseball in the Late 1940s 

Original Butterflies Park 

Moose Family Center 

Original home of Frank Robins 

Youth Baseball 
     4 Diamonds 

Original Butterflies Park 

Aerial view from Google Map of the Gloucester youth baseball fields located on 
the original site of Gloucester Butterflies Park located between Robins Road and 
the Moose Family Center, 2016 
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More About the House and Yard Servants  
at Eagle Point Plantation 

 
Submitted by Denise Jones and L. Roane Hunt 

 

L. Roane Hunt wrote the article, House and Yard Servants at Eagle Point-1845-1865 in 
The Family Tree Searcher, June 2012, Vol. 16, No. 1, pp 19-26 that presented a document 
written by J. R. Bryan, Jr., about servants of Eagle Point.  This article attempted to trace 
these servants and their lives as free citizens following the Civil War.  Denise Jones of 
Phoenix, AZ, is a descendent of some of these servants and cousin of William Donald 
Wright, from Hayes, and Bradley Holmes, Pastor of St. Paul’s Baptist church at Roanes.  She 
was able to locate two additional documents at the Virginia Historical Society in the African 
American Manuscripts section of the Grinnan family papers, 1673-1865. Mss-1G8855d. 
Section 15.  The first document was another copy of the house and yard servants lists that 
had been sent to Saint George Bryan for his comments, and comments were added on the 
copy.  The second document was a lengthy description and profile of “Daddy Frank.”  The 
purpose of this article is to present these additional documents with some helpful 
clarifications. 

 

The documents of the Bryan family about their servants exist because of the close 
relationship they had with those servants.  They demonstrated their appreciation by 
maintaining a caring relationship to them following the war.  Some of them established 
their free life near the Bryans for many years.  Saint’s comments refer to visits he made to 
some of the previous servants with concern for their welfare.  Joseph Bryan showed his 
regard for and friendship with Charles Stubbs by the placement of a proper stone at his 
grave.   

These documents that describe slaves of America are generally more about the owners 
than the slaves.  This is because more records are available about the owners, and we learn 
about the slave from the owner’s records.   

In these documents, the story of the Bryans of Virginia begins with Joseph Bryan 
(1773-1812) who lived on Wilmington Island in Chatham Co., GA.  Chatham County is 
located on the Atlantic Coast on the northern border with South Carolina, and Wilmington 
Island is located off shore.  His son, John Randolph Bryan Sr. (1806-1887), came to Virginia 
for his education where he settled.  He purchased Eagle Point from the John Lewis family in 
1830.  Eagle Point is located on the Severn River adjacent to the Withers property and 
south of Warner Hall Plantation.   

During the Civil War, many of the large landowners of Gloucester moved their families 
and servants to the Virginia mountains for safety.  After the war, many of the freed 
servants returned to Gloucester for farm and seafood opportunities.  The Bryan family 
lived in their home at “Carysbrook” in Fluvanna County and did not return after the war.  
Chatham Plantation was also mentioned in the documents; it was the home of John 
Randolph Bryan Sr.’s wife Elizabeth Coalter.  It was located in Stafford County near 
Fredericksburg.   
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House and Yard Servants 

The list of Eagle Point servants with additional comments was probably by Saint 
George Bryan.  John Randolph Bryan Jr. wrote on May 15, 1909, “Dear Saint, please correct 
and supplement this list.  Also add Carysbrook list and give sketches of these faithful 
servants of our family.”  His comments are within brackets. 

1- Daddy Frank— A very old negro from the Bryan Family Servants, had served three [four] 
generations of Bryans from before the Revolutionary War to about the end of the 
Mexican War.  He died June 1853. 

[Gardener at Wilmington Island and at Eagle Point.  Came with Ezekiel in a schooner 
with the cypress canoe and father’s effects from Savannah to Eagle Point.]  

2- Daddy John Tazewell— The gardener, cut wood for the house, attended to the bees, 
fruit, etc.  

[Came from Chatham Plantation in Fredericksburg and lived at Bush Hill; died soon 
after the war.]   

3- Mammy Sarah Tazewell— John’s wife [had fifteen children], our head nurse, in charge of 
the children, the house girls, etc. 

[Daughter of Mammy Fannie Brown, she came from Chatham Plantation and lived at 
Bush Hill.  Lived at Eagle Point Plantation with Daddy John for the entire war.]   

4- Evelina— Daughter of Sarah, first the under nurse, then later nurse, cook, etc. She began 
as Frances Bryan’s girl, later under nurse, and finally nurse.  Each of the Bryan 
children had a girl or boy servant assigned to them.  Besides their servant duties, they 
were sometimes friends and playmates. She married Holeman Lewis who was born in 
Fluvanna Co.  He was a servant at the Bryan’s Carysbrook Plantation.   

[Maid to Mrs. Carmichael[1], she died in Philadelphia about 1894.]   

5- Lucy Carter— Abram’s wife, lady’s maid; then, [faithful] nurse for Georgia Bryan.[2] 

[Daughter of Harriett, bought out of Captain Robins’ estate, lived in Washington DC.]   

6- Abram Carter— Lucy’s husband, the dining room servant, a very versatile general utility 
man, butler, cook, carpenter, boat builder, good painter, etc. 

[He came from the Chatham estate.  Died in Washington, DC, about 1878.  He was 
faithful.  He went to Washington, DC, but life with the Yankees never changed his heart.]   

7- Elijah Cook— Carpenter, boat builder, smith, wheelwright, joiner. 

8- Uncle Cuffy Robinson— An old man in charge of the hogs, orchard and “drop shot 
gang,” etc. 

[He was Very faithful, trusty and devoted.  He was also a butcher and stick man.  
Purchased from Meachum Seawell.[3]]   

9- Mammy Rebecca “Becky” Robinson— Cuffy’s wife, a [splendid] head cook, a most 
accomplished cook. 

 1 Frances Bryan (1835)-1896) married Dr. Spotswood Wellford Carmichael. 
 2 Georgie Bryan (1837-1912) married Andrew Glassell Grinnan. 
 3 Meachem Boswell Seawell (1818-1886) 
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[She was purchased from the John Lewis Estate.] 

10- Polly “Robinson” Stubbs— Daughter of Becky Robinson, Lorenzo Stubbs’ wife.  She was 
second cook and succeeded her mother.  

[She made excellent preserves.] 

11- Patty Robinson — She was dairy maid and milker; attended to the dairy and poultry 
yard.  She married Winston Tazwell. 

12- Suchy Page— Wife of George Page who was owned by  Capt. Berry, washwoman. 

[She was a midwife.  She was the sister of Becky, Sally and Oliver Page.] 

13- Sally Page— Richard Smith’s wife, washwoman. 

[Retired field hand.] 

14- Fanny Tazewell Dixon— Sarah’s eldest daughter, 1st Zeke’s wife, 2nd Charles Dixon’s 
wife, dress maker and seamstress. 

[She started as housemaid under mammy, born at Bush Hill, had large family.  In 
1909, she was living near Abingdon Church, Gloucester County, in remarkable health.] 

15– Lucy “China” Graham— Lewis Kertley’s wife, she was a seamstress. 

[She was maid from the Chatham estate.]  

16- Oliver Page— He was the farm shoemaker, fisherman, and oysterman.  He mended 
harness, etc.  He married Elizabeth Tazewell, second he married Jennie. 

[He was a rheumatic cripple.  He was purchased from the John Lewis Estate.  He died 
in Powhatan during the war.] 

17- Winchester Tazewell— He married Nancy Page.  He was the groom and carriage driver. 

[He came from the Chatham estate, son of old Neaton and Simon Kertley.  He was 
asthmatic and always had misery in the head and chest.  He lived for years after the 
war.] 

18- Winston Tazewell— He married Patty Robinson.  He was a carriage driver [after 
Winchester gave up the boot and reins.] 

[He was John and Sarah Tazewell’s son.] 

19- Daniel Robinson— Son of Cuff and Becky.  He married Phyllis.  He was Saint George 
Bryan’s boy.  He went to war as John Randolph Bryan’s servant.  He died in 1909. 

20- Sterling Robinson—  Son of Cuff and Becky.  He was Joseph Bryan’s boy.  Sterling and 
his family were listed in the 1870 census in Fluvanna County.  He was a trustee for St. 
Paul Baptist Church in Gloucester when it was established in 1901.  He died in 1908 
and is buried in St. Paul’s cemetery. 

21- Charles Stubbs— Son of Lorenzo Stubbs and Polly Robinson.  He was John Randolph 
Bryan’s boy.  He went to war as Saint George Bryan’s servant.  Charles is buried in the 
Old Glebe Cemetery located next to the First United Baptist Church.  His tombstone 
was placed there by Joseph Bryan.  

22- Phyllis Robinson— Daniel Robinson’s wife.  She was Delia Bryan Page’s maid.[4]  She was 
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 4 Delia Bryan married Dr. John Randolph Page. 
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a Page servant, not a Bryan servant. 

23- Martha— House Girl.  She married Emmanuel Tazewell. 

24- Amy— House Girl. 

25- Aaron— He was Corbin Braxton Bryan’s boy. 

26- Lou 
 

The following section was probably written by Saint George Bryan in response to his 
brother’s request that he give sketches of their family’s faithful servants. 

 

Daddy Frank 

Daddy Frank, from the Jonathan Bryan estate in Georgia[5], was active and faithful 
during the Revolution 1776-81.  He was the gardener at Wilmington Island and at Eagle 
Point.  He resolved or preferred to live with oldest Bryan, hence came with Ezekial[6] on a 
schooner with John Randolph Bryan Sr.’s effects in cypress canoe from Savannah to Eagle 
Point.  Was alive at Eagle Point when Miss Skinner taught there for she wrote [a] sketch of 
Daddy Frank’s life, sent it to her grandfather, who died before the paper reached him.  
Daddy Frank died in his 99th year from old age.  Fanny Dixon says in 1909 that Father[7] 

made Oliver Page paddle the remains of Daddy Frank from Eagle Point to the Old Lewis 
negro buring ground that lies about opposite Severn Hall and is situated at the head of a 
small gut in Warner Hall south field, 115 acres which father sold to Colin Clarke.  It 
appears that the first interment made on Pine Island was the body of the infant Virginia 
Bryan.  Following this, Pine Island became the white and negro burying ground for the 
Bryans and their servants of Eagle Point.[8]  Frank was an unusual man in heart, head, and 
frame, and a sketch should be written of him. 

Great-grandmammy Fanny Brown, mother of Sarah Tazewell, was cook at Elm Grove 
(Staunton) and at Bush Hill (Near Richmond).  Our mother was greatly attached to her.  
Mammy Aggie was our mother’s Mammy and she died at Chatham[9] shortly before the 
marriage of our parents.  Mammy Fanny had a daughter Aunt Amy, who was a free woman.  
She lived and died in Richmond, Virginia.  I can recall Mammy Sarah taking Joe and myself 
to see her sister Amy.  She had a brother (I have his name on some notes).  He was a 
celebrated Negro Baptist preacher whose funeral was attended in Fredericksburg by many 
worthies, white and black.  He, too, I believe was free.  Our Grandfather Coalter was in 
favor of making Virginia a Free State in the Convention of 1829-30.  Great Grandmammy 
Fanny came from Chatham to Eagle Point.  She was bent almost double with age and was 
about 96 or 98 when she died of old age.  I was then a small child and when I was taken to 
see her remains by my mother, Mammy Sarah drew away the sheet from the smoothed out 
old face and straightened form of so many generations, which lay so still.  I asked Mother 
who had straightened Great Grandmammy out and she softly replied, “God did, my child.”  

 5 Wilmington Island in Chatham County, Georgia 
 6 Ezekial may have been “Zeke” that was the husband of Fanny who was number 14 in the previous list. 
 7 John Randolph Bryan Sr. (1806-1887) 
 8 Corbin Baxtor Bryan wrote, “Now as I look back I always see the river, for it is the guardian of the little Pine 

Island.  This little island landlocks a cove in front of the house.  It was selected by Father for his burying 
ground, and there he now lies with our mother and the three children, Virginia, Tom, and Jack.”  JR Bryan 
was buried at Eagle Point.  His grave at what is now called Bryan's Island Cemetery shown in photo on page 
42. 

 9 Chatham Plantation in Stafford County near Fredericksburg, home of Elizabeth Coalter Bryan. 
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I can recall the old woman creeping on her short stick about the yard in front of Mammy 
Sarah’s house, but I cannot recall hearing her voice speaking to anyone.  I remember Daddy 
Frank’s voice, and his occasionally coming to work in the garden, moved by the forces of an 
almost century-old habit.  Sometimes he would come on Sunday and mother would direct 
someone to lead the tottering old man back to his own cabin, joined on to Uncle Cuffy’s 
house, which stood near to east and a little north of the big barn.  Mammy Fanny must 
have died before Daddy Frank. 

Our mother always cut and made with her own dear hands a new suit for Fanny and 
Frank as a Christmas present to each of the old retainers from Elm Grove and Wilmington 
Island.  These two had elected to leave Georgia and the up country to share in the fortunes 
of Massa Randolph and Miss Elizabeth in making a new home on Severn River.  The old 
servant was born in 1750-52 and saw five generations of Bryans.  He was carriage-drawer at 
Bush Hill and Chatham, gardener at Eagle Point, chopped house wood in winter, regularly 
brought ice and fresh meats from the ice house, and daily a barrel of soft water from the 
quarter well near the Withers House.[10]  Daddy Frank was most tender and affectionate.  
He never threatened nor whipped “children” but he kept the residence kitchen well-
furnished with vegetables and “green doctor” switches for Mammy Becky the cook and 
Polly, her daughter, to thrash the scullions with.  Daddy John and his wife had fifteen 
children.  Three old people remained the sole negro occupants at Eagle Point during the 
entire war.  Both of them went to rest on the Pine Island shortly after the war.  John died 
first and Mammy’s house was pulled down by Mr. Janvier.[11]  It stood in the apple and pear 
and cherry orchard, west of the mansion and just south of the grove.  A single apple tree, 
grown up since the war, and scattered oyster shells mark near where Mammy’s dear home 
stood and where her white children loved to be carried to sleep on her bed, eat her 
scrambled eggs, play in her yard, and watch Daddy John make shuck mats and corn 
brooms.  I went to Eagle Point, winter of 1864-5, and the old people gave me stewed oysters 
from the cove, and cornbread, baked, no doubt, on one of Daddy John’s discarded Eagle 
Point garden hoes.  Mammy Sarah must have been born at Elm Grove, Staunton, and no 
mammy could have been more careful and faithful than she was.  Jack Tazewell[12] told me 
this spring, 1909, that Marse Joe tried hard to find (by enquiry) where Gran’daddy and 
Gran’mammy was buried on the Pine Island. 

Mammy Fanny Dixon, born at Bush Hill, daughter of Sarah and John above, still lives 
close by Abingdon Church.  She was under-nurse, chambermaid, and seamstress.  When her 
family became large, [she] was assigned to sewing exclusively.  I have heard our mother say 
that when she would be almost noiselessly arranging her sickroom, Fanny’s broom and her 
movements in the chamber put her to sleep.  Fanny was not of a dissatisfied, grumpy, 
disobliging nature.  Old age had worn this away when I went in 1909 and talked with her at 
her home.  She lives with a son[13] who is sexton at Abingdon.  She is very very old.  It was 
she who then told me of the incident of Oliver Page paddling the body of Daddy Frank to 
his grave.  I was reminded of the lines of Tennyson in [A Creature of Glorious Promise] 

 10 The property of Alfred Withers and Katherine Page Vandegrift was adjacent to and east of Eagle Point.  
Their grandson was a friend and classmate of mine at Botetourt Elementary School.  When I visited his 
home in 1950, he was anxious to show me his grandmother’s artesian well.  This must have been the well 
used by Daddy Frank. 

 11 Howell P. Janvier purchased Eagle Point in 1870.  His wife was Ellen Screven, a first cousin of J. R. Bryan.  
Ellen Screven Janvier’s sister, Julia, was the wife of Thomas James Meredith who owned nearby Wilson 
Creek Farm. 

 12 Jack Tazewell was a son of Daddy Frank. 
 13 In 1910 Gloucester Census, Fanny Dixon is listed with her Charles Dixon, age 45, and his wife Martha. 
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where the body of [Arthur] was carried to its resting place by [boat]. 

The old woman said your pa and old master John Coalter were both good and kind 
masters.  It is not pleasant to recall that when Ex-Secretary of War, James A. Seddon, and 
party stopped for a night at Carysbrook, (on his retreat to Nelson County, Va., at the 
evacuation of Richmond, April, 1865), as they passed the plantation quarters at 
Carysbrook, Fanny Dixon, supposing them to be a lot of Yankees, went to them and said, 
“The white folks down at the house (meaning Carysbrook) are mixing poison to give you 
all.”  Fanny disappeared on finding out her error as to who the party was.  This is one of 
the rare instances of perfidy among the negroes in that time of war and stress. 

The admirable conduct of the blacks all over the South should bring a blush of shame 
to the cheeks of Northern war ravagers and their widespread acts of vandalism.  The 
negroes did not rob and burn their master’s homes and barns in order to secure liberty but 
homes and barns were burned and property wantonly destroyed by Mr. Lincoln’s orders 
and approval, to save the Union—so he said.  Is it possible that Lee, Jackson, and the 
Johnstons were educated in the school of military ethics and war strategy with Grant, 
Sherman, Sheridan, Hunter, and Butler!  They truly deserved the cold, forbidding title of 
_______________as old Milly Jenkins of Guinea, Gloucester County, Virginia, called them. 

 

The Bryan family described a caring relationship with their servants or slaves before 
and after the war.  Other slave owners tell a similar point of view, but others tell an 
opposite view.  Also, those who experienced slavery have given opposing views of their 
experience.  The war ended and healing began. 

More About the House and Yard Servants 

An aerial photograph taken around 1960 shows 
Eagle Point in the center inline with a row of 
servant and farm worker houses.   Severnby, the 
home of the Withers, appears in the upper right.  
The inset is a picture of Severnby taken around 
1907. 

Severnby 

Eagle Point 

pier 

Bryan’s Island Cemetery 

Photograph by Walter Becknell, 
Gloucester-Mathews Gazette-Journal 
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How My Gloucester Roots Tie Me, a Member of the Kemp 
Family, to the Powhatan Nation 

 
By James Monroe Jones and Family  

 

In previous articles, I have identified my line to Civil War veteran James Madison Jones 
of Orange County, VA,[1] and my two distinct Kemp family lines of Gloucester, VA.[2]  In 
conjunction with William Deyo, historian for the Patawomeck Tribe, we have subsequently 
traced our line to Pocahontas’ first child, Kaokee.  In books written by William Strachey and 
Linwood Custalow, it was established that before Pocahontas was kidnapped by the 
English, she was married to a Patawomeck warrior, Kocoum.  Custalow did not establish 
the name Kaokee.  It was established by William Deyo in his article, “Our Patawomeck” in  
Patawomeck Tides, Sept. 15, 2009, pp. 1-7.  He states: 

William Strachey, Secretary of Virginia Colony, wrote that Pocahontas had first 
married the Indian, Kocoum, in 1610, but did not mention that she had a child 
by him, a fact that was probably kept secret by the Patawomeck for the safety 
of the child.  The book by Custalow and Daniel calls the child “Little Kocoum.”  

This is an artist’s concept of how Pocahontas 
may have looked at age ten or eleven when she 
lived at Werowocomoco in Gloucester, VA, and 
brought corn to the starving settlers in 
Jamestown around 1609-1610.  It is a sculpture 
by Adolf Sehring in 1994. It is  located at 
Gloucester Court House in the median at the 
intersection of Business US 17 and Belroi Road.  
Therefore, Pocahontas was probably born about 
1595 at Werowocomoco.   

The location of Werowocomoco, the 
Powhatan capital, was authenticated by The 
Werowocomoco Research Project: Background 
and 2003 Archaeological Field Season Results 
published by the College of William & Mary 
Department of Anthropology and the 
Commonwealth of Virginia Department of 
Historic Resources in 2006.  Paleontological 
evidence includes artifacts and large rotted wood 
posts set in a pattern that would be consistent 
with longhouses.  A series of these logs shows 
where numerous longhouses would have been 
during the time that Pocahontas lived.   

 1 Family Tree Searcher, vol. 7, no. 2, Dec. 2003, pp. 13-14 
 2 Family Tree Searcher, vol.  5, no. 1, June 2001, pp. 9-16 
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My father, Eldridge Jones, made a vague and casual comment that our family 
was related to an “Indian Princess.”  Many other Stafford County families had stories 
about our early Native American connections.  

After many conversations between Pettus family historian William Walker Pettus 
IV and Bill Deyo, they agreed that there was sufficient evidence to substantiate the 
family claim to a Native American connection. William established that Thomas 
Pettus’ first wife was Keokee, the daughter of Pocahontas and Kocoum. Keokee and 
Thomas’ daughter Christian continued our direct line to the Patawomeck Tribe.  
William Deyo then connected, as shown in our pedigree, Kaokee’s daughter Christian 
to Lucy Sullivan, wife of Chandler Pates.  

Chandler and Lucy Pates had a daughter named Keziah.  When they were able to 
connect Pocahontas’ line to Lucy Sullivan Pates, it was announced that anyone who 
could connect to Lucy’s line could fill out pedigrees that proved their connection.  
Applicants with valid pedigrees were invited to become members of the Patawomeck 

Tribe.  I then established my line to 
Keziah Pates, who married Churchill 
Jones, my great-great grandfather.  I 
connected my personal line and was 
approved as a member of the 
Patawomeck tribe on September 11, 
2011.  I was given a number and the 
membership card shown on page 47. 
Using the same criteria, my sister, my 
six children and my thirteen 
grandchildren have been accepted 
into the Patawomeck tribe.  The story 
of our connection to Pocahontas has 
peaked the interest of my 
grandchildren.  And one grandchild 
has used the card as a second 
identification. 

The Pocahontas Statue by 
William Ordway Partridge on this 
page is an artist’s concept of how 
Pocahontas may have looked at age 
sixteen or seventeen and was erected 
in 1922.  She was the favorite 
daughter of Powhatan, who ruled the 
Powhatan Confederacy.  She was born 
in Gloucester at Werowocomoco 
sixteen miles from Jamestown and 
died in 1617 in Gravesend, England.  
There are two of these statues, one 
located at Jamestown, Virginia, and 
the other at Gravesend, England. 

On the next two pages, my linage is illustrated from Chief Wahunsenaca 
Powhatan to my grandchildren.  This article is dedicated to all my grandchildren by a 
proud grandfather. 

How My Gloucester Roots Tie Me to the Powhatan Nation 
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Chief Wahunsenaca Powhatan 

(1545-1618) 

Nonoma Pocahontas Patawomeck 
( -1595) 

13th Great Grandparents  

Pocahontas Matoaka Powhatan 
(1595-1617) 

Kocoum Patawomeck 
(1590-1614) 

12th  Great Grandparents  

Kaokee Patawomeck 
(1613-1670) 

Thomas Pettus 
(1608-1663) 

11th  Great Grandparents  

Christian Pettus 
(1636-) 

John Martin 
(1641-1715) 

10th  Great Grandparents  

John Martin Jr. 
( - ) 

Elizabeth Johnson 
( - ) 

9th  Great Grandparents  

Mary Martin 
(1692-1757) 
Josias Fugate 
(1690-1757) 

8th  Great Grandparents  

Ann Swillavant Fugate 
(1725-1772) 

Darby Sullivan 
(1722-1800) 

7th  Great Grandparents  

Francis Sullivan 
(1750-1830) 

Frances Newton 
( - ) 

6th  Great Grandparents  

How My Gloucester Roots Tie Me to the Powhatan Nation 
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Lucy Sullivan 
( -1850) 

Chandler Pates 
(1780-1870) 

5th Great Grandparents  

Keziah Pates 
(1816-1856) 

Churchill Jones 
(1817-1896) 

4th  Great Grandparents  

James Madison Jones 
(1842-1923) 

Elizabeth  A. Proctor 
(1846-1910) 

3rd  Great Grandparents  

Charles Thomas Jones 
(1869-1962) 

Emma Frances Dulin 
(1873-1910) 

2nd  Great Grandparents  

Eldridge Vernon(Vinton) Jones 
(1903-1977) 

Dorothy Lee Kemp 
(1911-1994) 

Great Grandparents  

James Monroe Jones 
(1934- ) 

Sandra Moore Collier 
(1938- ) 

Grandparents  

Jeffery ,Jennifer, Johnathan, Julie, Jeremy, Jeanette 
 

Parents  

Victoria, Anthony, Ethan and Caitlin, Brianna, Andrew 
and Noah, Ian, Avery and Jacob and Emma, Caleb, Jane 

 
Grandchildren 
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Portrait of  Pocahontas, wearing a tall hat, and seen at half-length. 

Engraving by the Dutch and British printmaker and sculptor Simon van de Passe.  

The above engraving was prepared to celebrate the arrival of Pocahontas at the 
English Court in 1616 when she would have been twenty-one years old.  Even though the 
engraver may have been familiar with her looks, the picture shown is of a woman who is in 
her thirties.   
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Front and back of  my membership card for the Patawomeck Tribe 
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Remembering Carmen 

By L. Roane Hunt, membership chairman 

 

In the twenty-year history of the Gloucester Genealogical 
Society, many special members have contributed greatly to its 
success.  Carmen Rigau Dunston Stanford was special and in 
many ways unique in her support well into her nineties.  Her 
home and yards were a museum of her family history in 
Gloucester.  She contributed her family story in the The Family 
Tree Searcher, Vol. 13, No. 2.  This issue is out of print because 
Carmen purchased the last twenty-six copies for family and 
friends.  Unofficially, she was a one-person committee to recruit 
new GGSV members.  Typically, she purchased one-year 
memberships for potential members to acquaint them with our 
society.  Her support was demonstrated when she sent a close 
friend to our last meeting to make sure she had the latest 
society publication. 

 

Carmen’s obituary: 

GLOUCESTER - Carmen Rigau Dunston Stanford, age 93, passed away Saturday, June 25, 
2016.  She was a life long resident of Gloucester and contributed to the community in 
many ways.  Carmen was a member of Abingdon Episcopal Church and Beech Grove Baptist 
Church.  She was a member of the Gloucester Historical Society and was a volunteer at the 
Gloucester County Museum.  Carmen greatly enjoyed life and especially liked to be 
outdoors working in her beautiful gardens.  She was a kind and generous person.  She will 
be warmly missed and lovingly remembered.   

Carmen is predeceased by her first husband, Samuel W. 
Dunston, second husband, Sam R. Stanford, brothers, Felix 
Rigau and Jamie Rigau, foster son, Charles C. Sterling, and 
step-son, Dr. Sam R. Stanford, Jr.  

She is survived by her son, Col. Charles S. Dunston and 
his wife, Mary Kathryn, and their children, Jacob, Kathryn, 
Margaret and Callie; loving niece, Dottie Brandon and 
husband, Bill; step-daughter, Nancy S. Pierne, step-
granddaughter Linda Kay Fenney and her family; half-
brothers, Felix R. Rigau, Jr. and wife Cynde and Dr. Felipe 
Rigau; half-sister, Maria R. Conner and husband, Rick; step-
grandson Sam R. Stanford III; and nieces and nephews, 
David Rigau and wife Sue, Nancy R. Barnett and husband 
Gary, Nita R. Carter and husband Charlie, and Daniel Rigau 
and wife LeeAnn, and their families.  

A funeral service, officiated by Reverend Bob Robbins, 
will be held at Hogg Funeral Home, Gloucester Point, on 
Thursday, June 30 at 2 pm, followed by the interment at the 
Abingdon Episcopal Church Cemetery.  

 

Carmen at home holds one of 
her favorite chickens in front 

of a yard house 


