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The Editor’s Page—
The Gloucester Genealogical Society of Virginia will have a
different look by the end of this year. Several of our officers
will be stepping down when we hold elections in November, so
we will be looking to new people to guide the society .
Each year we elect a president, vice-president, recording
secretary, historian, and treasurer. There are also several
appointed positions for which volunteers are welcome. The bylaws, which can be read on the society’s web site, describe the
opportunities.
We have had a remarkably dedicated group of people leading
the society’s activities over the last few years. It will be difficult to let them go. Programs
at our meetings have been interesting, fun, and varied, and attendance is good. In
addition, the society has published several books. In other words, we’re very healthy.
But now, we need some new people to accept some of these positions. If you are
interested in lending your talents to the leadership team, please tell the president, Bob
Plummer. A nominating committee will form in the fall, and we don’t want to overlook
you.
This issue of The Family Tree Searcher reminds us of the scope and variety of the
genealogical record of Gloucester County.
Our article on the beginnings of the Baptist Church in this area focuses primarily on the
late eighteenth century and early nineteenth century. The introduction of the Baptist
theology in this area is an important part of our local history and, because it mirrored
activities going on throughout our new country, is also important to our national history.
The good work relied on members of the community who had passion and vision, and it is
important for us to tell their stories.
One of the activities of our society has been making Gloucester’s land and property tax
records available in book form and on the internet. In this issue, we have an article that is
an example of how you can use the nineteenth century tax records to build a picture of
someone who was just an average guy. A few weeks ago, I knew nothing at all about
William Southern except who his descendents were, but after going through the tax records
(from the comfort of my home!) plus a little time in the Virginia Room of the library, I was
able to learn all sorts of things about him.
Our lead-off article about the Fary family extends into the twentieth century. The Fary
brothers have been a leading Gloucester family for generations and over the years have
contributed much to the area. Fortunately, Cecil Fary wrote about the family’s history (so
we won’t have to reconstruct it from tax records). His son, Danny Fary, has shared it so
that we can publish it where, we like to think, his descendents and Gloucester’s historians
can find it in generations to come.
An important correction for the previous issue is that the first marriage of Mrs. George
Washington was to Daniel Parke Custis instead of Curtis.
Lee Brown, Editor
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Stories of the Fary Family
An Oral History As Recalled and Written
By Cecil C. Fary
April 27, 1982
At the age of 70, Cecil Fary decided to document his memories of growing up in an
extended family, to share information about the members of that family, and to record many
of the stories shared by those who nurtured him. He sat in his recliner, wrote pages of notes,
and produced from those notes an eighteen page handwritten narrative. Using his one finger
style, he turned the handwritten pages into a typewritten document. The following document is
a slightly edited version of that effort. Cecil did not label his effort as history and stated that
this document was not a real history, but a personal narrative. However, his writing does
qualify as an oral history. It gives readers a glimpse into lives of rural Virginia families and
the economic realities of making a living in the early years of the 20th century. The narrative
and its stories, many which would be lost without Cecil’s effort, give a personal face to family
life and provide a picture of individuals unknown to their descendent.
Cecil was the son of Maryus and Lillian Rilee Fary. Maryus, his six brothers, and one sister
were born to Thomas M. P. and Sarah Pierce Fary between 1870 and 1893. As they reached
maturity, the brothers worked as log cutters and farmers which along with oystering were the
predominant occupations of rural Gloucester. After their father’s death in 1905, the seven sons
established a family business. Through the 1940s, those brothers worked together both
farming and cutting, sawing, and selling lumber. One by one, beginning in 1944 with the
death of W. T. (Bill) Fary, the brothers passed away. The business they founded, W.T. Fary
Brothers, still operates today.
We are most fortunate that Cecil Fary took the time to share his memories. The stories
shared with him by those who experienced events of the Civil War, stories he heard from his
elders, and the description of family members and life in the Fary family would have been lost
without his initiative. The document is a valued family treasure. It is our pleasure to share it
with you. In closing, I suggest readers seek out individuals who can provide similar looks into
the past to record their memories and provide all possible encouragement and support with
such a project.
Danny Fary
(son of Cecil and Mary Lou Daniel Fary)

Thomas Montgomery Pike Fary was born on a farm near Salem
Church in 1843. He had one brother, Gideon, and four sisters, Rosa,
Lucy, Sarah, and Hester. The family is buried at Mason’s Burying
Ground or Cemetery located roughly near and behind Salem Methodist
Church. Lucy married a Mr. Lewis Booker, Sarah married a Mr. George
Rilee, and Rosa and Hester did not marry. Gideon, being a Confederate
Veteran, has a stone at his grave at Mason’s. The other graves in the
cemetery are unmarked. There are approximately 70+ graves there.
As a small child, I went with my family to Lucy’s funeral. We first went
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to the home which was located off of
Family of Thomas A. Fary & Sarah Rowe
what’s now state route 601. I
Thomas A. Fary, b. 1803, d. 1875
remember the home well. It was a
single story house, possibly four
+m. Sarah Rowe, b. 1803
rooms with doors on both front and
Gideon S. Fary, b. 1831
back located in the center. I did not
+m. Ann Elizabeth Brushwood, b. ~1821
view the body since I was told that it
had begun to deteriorate. She had
Sarah A. Fary, b. 1834, d. 1899
been sick for a long time. I also
+m. George D. Rilee, b. ~1830
remember a slat hammock in the
Lucy Frances Fary, b. 1836, d. 1916
backyard. Going to the area where
+m. Lewis Thomas Booker, b. 1825, d. 1890
she was to be buried, I remember that
the bushes had just been cut so that
Hester A. Fary, b. 1840, d. 1918
the body could be taken to Mason’s
Thomas Montgorey Pike Fary, b. 1843, d. 1905
cemetery. A horse drawn hearse was
+m. Sarah Elizabeth Pierce, b. 1848, d. 1931
the means of transportation. The
Rosa D. Fary, b. 1846
hearse had an oval glass on both sides
so that the coffin could be seen. I
called it “the wagon with the windows” then. I saw the body taken from the hearse to the
grave. I asked why they put the hearse in the ground, but was told that they did not put the
hearse in the ground. Years later, I learned that it was the casket that was put in the
ground. A few years ago, Uncle Emmett and I took a tombstone provided by the United
Daughters of the Confederacy to Gideon’s grave. While there, Uncle Emmett said he could
remember Johnny Booker standing by a cottonwood tree looking into his mother’s grave.
The cottonwood was lying across the grave that day. Aunt Hester died in 1918 at her home
we now know as the C.C.C. road. She had her niece, Colonial Booker, living with her at the
time of her death. Sarah Lee, my first cousin, and I could not go to the funeral because we
had whooping cough. The house was later sold to Mr. Rubin Dutton and taken down and
moved. A boot puller from the house and some homemade bricks are all that we have of
Aunt Hester’s.
My grandfather, Thomas Montgomery Pike Fary, joined the Confederate Army in May
1862 at Gloucester Point. He was assigned to the 5th Va. Cavalry. He was engaged in many
battles and fought with Jeb Stuart. He was captured by the
Yankees on one occasion. They told him they did not want
any prisoners, took his tobacco and equipment, and told
him to go on his way. (The above is a story shared by T.M.P.
to his family. He was “officially” captured on another
occasion. There is record of his being paroled from Old
Capitol Prison in Washington D.C., the site of today’s
Supreme Court building, in the spring of 1863.)
After the war, he was permitted to go to his home in
Gloucester. I have had in my possession his parole issued
by the U.S. Government on May 1, 1865, since 1940. Cecil
told the story that T.M.P. rode home staying north of the
James to avoid Yankees and then went back to Richmond
driving a one horse cart to get his parole late in April.
Freeman Fary’s grandfather, William Edward Fary, Corporal,
26th Va. Infantry, received his parole on the same day
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suggesting they went to Richmond together. This oral story matches the disbanding of the
Cavalry of the Army of Northern Va. General Fitzhugh Lee disbanded the command in
Lynchburg and told the men to go home.
In Pike’s early life, a black boy was assigned to be his companion. The little boy was
told to go into the field and help pick up potatoes. He asked Pike to cry because they
wanted him to go into the field. Pike cried, and the little boy stayed to play. On occasion,
T.M.P. was home on furlough. Once the Yankees came to the house, and Pike hid in the
wheat field until they were gone. His neighbors had a yellow collie dog and a large turkey
gobbler. As the Yankee cavalry came down the lane toward the house, the family thought
they had the yellow dog hanging from a saddle, but it was the turkey they had killed.
Grandmother told me that at her home in King and Queen, they buried everything of
importance to keep the Yankees from taking it (dishes, silver, clothing, etc.). The meat they
also hid. Grandmother told me that before the war, Grandfather would only eat ham.
After the war, she saw him sit out under a tree, scrape fat back with a spoon, and eat it.
These were hard times.
Another story grandmother shared was of an afternoon storm when Grandfather was
returning home. Seeking shelter, he went into Salem Church, sat on the altar, and dozed
off. Hearing a commotion, he looked to the back of the church. He saw many eyes looking
down on him from the balcony. This excited him, but upon investigation, he found that the
neighbor’s sheep had climbed the stairs and were looking
down on him. They, too, came in out of the storm.
After the war, Pike courted Sarah Elizabeth Mallory
Pierce, who was living with the Burton family, friends of the
Pierce family. I recall hearing her speak of Cousin Timothy
Burton. Pike had been trying to court her for months and had
petitioned her to marry him. For whatever reason, she
refused him. One day, he was in the area and stopped to see
her. The weather was warm and she was helping pick up
potatoes. He again petitioned her to marry him, and this time
she accepted.
Sarah, born on November 5, 1848, was the daughter of
Phillip and Nancy Pierce. T.M.P. and Sarah lived with her
parents in King and Queen for a short time. Their first son
was Peter Smith Fary, born on December 18, 1870, in King
and Queen. Later in 1870, the family moved to Gloucester
where T.M.P. operated a tanning yard. This was located off a
pond near the Beaver Dam Swamp, just a few yards up the hill
from a spring known as the Rilee spring. I believe that, at
Sarah Pierce Fary
this writing, Rt. 606 crosses the location. The family lived in
the tanning yard building for awhile and then moved to a
cabin not too far away. The cabin was on the northeast side of Beaver Dam Swamp. An
indentation in the ground is all that remains if the highway did not destroy it. Two more
children, Joseph and Sallie, were born while they lived here. Later, T.M.P. and his family
moved into a cabin located in the field behind the Rilee family’s home and in front of the
current home of Michael and Billye Dalton. The years spent here were fruitful. His tanning
yard was doing well. Two more children were born, William T. and Maryus Y. With the
family still growing and living conditions being unsatisfactory, they moved to a cabin on
what we now know as Old Home or Pointers. The cabin was located approximately three
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Family of Thomas Montgomery Pike Fary
Thomas Montgomery Pike Fary, b. 1843, d. 1905
+m. Sarah Elizabeth Pierce, b. 1848, d. 1931
Peter Smith Fary, b. 1870, d. 1951
Joseph Thomas Fary, b. 1872, d. 1944
Sarah “Sally” Virginia Fary, b. 1874, d. 1945
William Thomas Fary, b. 1877, d. 1943
Maryus Y. Fary, b. 1879, d. 1951
+m. Mary Lillian Rilee, b. 1894, d. 1981
Cecil Clyde Fary, b. 1912, d. 1993
+m. Mary Lou Daniel, b. 1921, d. 2009
Marion Davis Fary, b. 1928
+m. James Monroe Barnhardt Jr., b. 1928

Hubert Philip Fary, b. 1881, d. 1944
+m. Ada Mae Revere, b. 1895, d. 1978
Lucy F. Fary, b. 1883, d. 1887
Robert Emmett Fary, b. 1886, d. 1978
+m. Frances Elizabeth “Pinky” Daniel, b. 1892, d. 1983
Sarah Lee Fary, b. 1913
+m. Ernest Bradley Miller, b. 1908, d. 1980
Emmett Randolph Fary, b. 1917
+m. 1st Mildred Dowling, b. 1918
+m. 2nd Eloise Wilson
Francis Rowe Fary, b. 1927
+m. Jacqueline Hart Thompson, b. 1931
William Daniel Fary, b. 1929
+m. Mary Curtis Thomas, b. 1929

Sarah Pierce Fary in 1930

Hester A. Fary, b. 1889, d. 1892
Grover Stevenson Fary, b. 1893, d. 1972

William T. Fary
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Grover Stevenson Fary

Peter Smith Fary

Hubert Philip Fary

Mother and Sons - Emmett, Grover, Maryus, Sarah, Bill, Hubert, Peter, and Joe
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Fary Family
hundred yards south of the cemetery. The only evidence remaining is a cedar tree. The
remainder of the children, Hubert, Lucy, Emmett, Hester, and Grover, were born here.
While living at Pointers, T.M.P. bought Hickory Hill. The building at the Tan Yard was taken
down, brought to Hickory Hill, and rebuilt. The center part of the present house is part of
the Tan Yard. The addition on the south of Hickory Hill was built in 1914. The newest part
was added in the 1930s.
While living at Old Home, the Rilee boys, Magruder and Lucien, would come over in
the summer and the “boys” would sleep in the corn crib. This was a novelty for them,
because they normally slept in the loft of the house. When the boys were large enough to
climb a ladder that was fastened to the log side wall, they climbed to that loft to sleep.
Of course, the cooking was done on a fireplace. All the heat would rise, and the loft
would be hot in the summer. In the winter, the loft was the place to sleep. About this
time, Maryus, my father, and his sister, Sallie, went to look for “light” wood. Finding an old
pine stump, dad told Aunt Sallie where to cut. The ax was already on its way, and it cut
part of his index finger almost off. Arriving home, Grandfather cut the remaining string of
flesh holding the finger tip on, threw it in the yard, and a duck swallowed it. I have the
doctor’s bill dated December 18, 1878, one for $2.50 and one for $20.00. Dad had only a
part of one index finger from then on. The last two girls born to T.M.P. and Sarah Fary died
at an early age. I was told that a cat scratched Lucy, and the bleeding could not be
stopped. Then, Hester’s nose started to bleed, and it could not be stopped. The word that
they used to explain this was hemophilia. Both children were buried at Mason’s Burying
Ground.
On April 2, 1905, T.M.P. went to visit his sister and to carry her some food. On his
way home, approximately one mile from his sister’s house, he became ill. He stopped his
Vol. 17, No. 1

8

June 2013

Stories of the Fary Family
horse, got out of the surrey, and lay down in the corner of the fence. (Just past the now
burned house of the Hatch family.) Someone saw him and went over to Kemps to notify
Hubert and Maryus that he was sick. When they arrived, they said that he was struggling
for his last breath. Death was probably due to a massive heart attack. W. T. paid the bill
for the coffin purchased from a Mr. Shackelford at Sassafras. The receipt is for $25.00.
The Reverend William Wiatt performed the last rites at his home, Hickory Hill, at
10:00. The body was taken to Mason's Burying Ground and there interred. T.M.P. left eight
children and a widow. Of his siblings, Lucy died first, followed by Gideon. Rosa and
Hester died later. Sarah Pierce Fary died on March 2, 1931. Her body lay in state at her
home, Hickory Hill, until the funeral. Walter Ware Funeral Home was in charge. In the late
1930s, the family had Sarah’s grave moved from one spot at Olive Branch Cemetery to its
present site. Shortly after, T.M.P.’s remains were disinterred at Mason’s Burying Ground
and placed in a new coffin. I was told they recovered all but one little finger bone. He was
re-interred at Olive Branch beside his wife.
The next family member to “go” was W.T. Fary. He died as result of heart failure in
the office of W.T. Fary Brothers Lumber Co. at Ark. He died on July 5, 1943, and was
buried in the cemetery at Olive Branch.
Reflecting on the past, being a member of this family was a happy and glorious
experience. I remember well the seven brothers, the sister, their mother, Aunt Ada, Pinky,
and my mother. Sarah Lee, one year my junior, was a playmate, and a host of friends of
the family would visit. About 1917, another cousin was born to the family. E. Randolph
Fary was born to R. Emmett and Aunt Pinky. This raised the number living in the home to
fifteen.
The family always had help at Hickory Hill. A
black man named Robert Clayborne was available most
of the time. Robert, a constant companion to the
“boys,” worked with them most of his life. I was told
that it seemed to be his desire to please them. Once,
he and my dad were out in the woods. They saw a
squirrel run into a hole at the top of a large broken
tree. Robert said he thought there was a nest there
and that he would climb the tree and bring some baby
squirrels down. He climbed the tree only to have the
adult squirrel bite his hand. Not being able to pull the
squirrel off without falling, he put the squirrel’s head
in his mouth and crushed it. On another occasion,
Robert claimed he could head butt the end out of a
Mrs. Elnora Roane and Ann Barnhardt
molasses barrel. When one of the boys said “you can’t
either,” he did. As he lay in his casket, there was an
egg size extrusion on his forehead as a result of that blow. His wife, Julia, was also a
constant help to the family.
With Julia’s passing, Elnora Roane and her daughter came to help the family. Elnora
did a large part of the cooking and helped with household duties. The family provided her
with living quarters at Hickory Hill until her death. As with Julia and Robert, Elnora was
loved by the family. There were other blacks that had a part in the daily life at Hickory
Hill. Sally Ann King was provided quarters there. She did most of the washing. She also
received food and pay for her work.

Vol. 17, No. 1

9

June 2013

Stories of the Fary Family
There was also a black man who
had living quarters at Hickory Hill.
His name was Henry Roane. Sally Ann
and Uncle Henry had no love for each
other. The only exchange I remember
was Sally Ann calling him a “black
devil.” On cold nights, Uncle Henry
would stay in the kitchen by the fire
until time to retire. Then, he’d go
across the yard to his quarters and
would say in a loud voice, “Aah Lard.”
My reflections continue along a
road to the shop and mill. First you
came to the shop, a necessary station
Sally Ann King, Sallie Fary, and her mother, Sarah,
for repairs for farm and mill. There
standing in front of Hickory Hill House about 1910
were no established public repair
shops, or they were rare. I was told Grandfather’s brother, Gideon, was a blacksmith, but
this was long after his death. Uncle Hubert did most of the repairs. Continuing along the
road to the mill, you came to a marsh and Beaver Dam Swamp. Slabs and a bridge made
crossing possible, but still one had to be careful. The brothers operated a sawmill, a
planer, and a grist mill on the north side of Beaver Dam. Lumber was sawed and dressed.
The grist mill produced meal and flour. As a farm boy, these were great years for me. I
was permitted to “fire” the boiler, take lumber from the ripsaw and the planer, and then
help load the truck and ride to make deliveries. The sawmill operated largely in winter.
Since most of the food was home grown, farming was more important in the summer. I
have known the family to kill as many as 27 hogs in one winter. The family used most of
the meat, but the black families bought some. Three other black men who worked with
and for the family were Henry and Tyler Clayborne and Jeff Burrell.
As all boys, I loved to fish. Beaver Dam was the place for that. Dig a few blind worms,
get a hook, a string, and a pole, and I was in business. Dad would go with me until I got
large enough to go alone. There would be deep holes at a turn in the swamp or where
water fell over a fallen tree. This would be the place that we might catch a “yellow belly,”
as they were called. On occasions, we would
catch as many as two dozen. Aunt Sallie
really loved to fish down on the swamp. She
would spend many hours there. In the late
afternoon, when it was time to start
preparing supper, grandmother would call
with a loud voice, “Salleee ... .” The answer
was “maum.” The men would soon be home
and hungry.
The automobile was becoming popular
in my early years. As I recall, the first auto
Uncle Bill or W.T. bought was a Buick touring
car, one with a top that folded back. Riding
in this was quite a treat.
About this time, the family bought
Ware House. Many local people called it
Vol. 17, No. 1
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Thurston's for a family who lived there before the family purchased the property. The
name Ware House came from a barn or warehouse that was both a storage point and a
place for the payment of export taxes on local tobacco. The location of the actual
warehouse is now occupied by a dwelling that was built around 1925. I remember well
staying down at Ware House for weeks at a time. Aunt Sallie and Grandmother would do
the cooking and cleaning while the men did the farming. At other times, when the men
were farming, a man who cooked for them at the sawmill camp was needed. His name was
Thomas Thrift or Mr. “T.” as they would call him. My first river experience was with Mr.
“T.” We would go fishing off the point and catch a few “hardheads” (croakers) for supper.
Not long after this time, local boy scouts camped in the front yard of the house. One night,
Frederick Hart Trevilian came down to stay with the boys, but was afraid to sleep out in the
tents. He came in and slept with me in the little room at the top of the steps. Years went
by and another man moved in to help the family. His name was Frank Gunn. He lived both
at the Ware House and at Hickory Hill or wherever he was needed. I recall Uncle Bill asking
me to help sow peas in the corn alley on the long rows at the Ware House. He told me that
he would pay me 3 cents per row if I would help. Saturday was pay day for the help. He
sat on the deck of the well under the wind mill and paid the help. He closed his book and
put it back inside his coat pocket. I reminded him that he did not pay me for seven rows at
3 cents a row. His statement to me was “you ate yours up.”
I am ahead of myself. On Christmas Day 1912, Uncle Emmett married Frances
Elizabeth Daniel and moved into a home on a farm that was called Pemlico. There, Sarah
Lee was born. Later, they moved to
Hickory Hill with the family. World
War I started about that time. Of
the brothers, only one was drafted.
Grover served in the army for a
short time, but because of his eyes,
he was discharged from Camp Lee
in 1918. My mother's half sister,
Lou, had a son killed in October
1918, just a few days before the war
ended. Raymond Collins was
brought home from Flanders Field
and laid to rest in 1921. I saw the
flag draped casket carried down the
aisle at Mathews Chapel Methodist
Church and then to the final resting
place while rifles fired a last tribute
to a fallen companion. There he
remains (Haynes Cemetery adjacent
to the church). After all, we are
born, therefore, death is inevitable
and the world goes on. As I have
looked upon my children and other
people who are younger, I have
This picture was taken at the end of the porch (now
often thought that in all likelihood
facing the reservoir). Left to right - Front row - Bill,
those are the eyes that will gaze
Sarah Lee, Randolph, Cecil, Second row - Ada, Hubert,
upon me in death.
Pinky (Frances), Sallie, Sarah, Maryus, Lillian, Unknown,
Back row - Joe (standing on the porch)
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Returning to the family again, I come to sad events. On May 24, 1945, Uncle Hubert
was taking up a pipe that was no longer being used to send water to Aunt Ada’s hen house.
He usually came in the house about 6:00 to listen to a radio news broadcast by a man
named Gabriel Heater. This evening he did not. They investigated and found him sitting
underneath the big walnut tree, dead as a result of heart failure. Perspiration was still
warm on his face. A big man, in every respect, had passed. He was a man loved by all who
knew him. Farinholt Funeral Home was in charge of his remains and the funeral. Hubert
joined his mother, dad, and brother in the cemetery at Olive Branch.
Time does not miss a beat. The second eldest brother was next to go. This brother, I
believe, had more of the appearance of his father than any of the other brothers. Joseph
Thomas Fary died on October 28, 1945. He worked with the men in the woods cutting logs,
and also helped with the farming. Poor health caused his heavy duties to cease; thus, he
helped with the duties around the house. The morning of his death, he had gone to the
barn to feed the cattle. He was throwing hay down from the loft, stuck the pitchfork in the
hay to throw more, and fell across the fork. He was missed at the house. Uncle Peter went
to look for him and found him at the entrance of the barn loft with his hat still on. Joe
never married, but loved all people, especially children. He loved to pick on me, Sarah Lee,
and Randolph. He would pinch the ladies, get reprimanded, swear that he would not touch
them again, and a few minutes later, do the same thing over again.
I worked with Uncle Joe on many occasions. One of those often comes to mind. The
mill that time was at Mr. Edwin Pointer’s. This was a steam mill. A well had been dug, but
dry weather that summer caused the well to go dry so we had to pump water from the
swamp. My duties included taking lumber from the edger, starting the Fairbank Morse
gasoline engine to pump water from the swamp to the boiler, and supplying the men with
drinking water that came from a spring some distance away and across the road. One day I
was sent to start the engine, but couldn't get it to fire. The mill was shut down due to lack
of water. Uncle Hubert, Dad, and I worked on that engine the remainder of the day, but we
couldn’t get it to start much less run. The next morning Uncle Hubert said to me, “Old
man, go down to the swamp and start the engine.” I went to the swamp, cranked the
engine one time, and it started. I don’t recall what Uncle Hubert said, but I don’t think it
was “damn.”
The early 1930s were lean years. Labor was paid 10 cents per hour or a dollar for 10
hours. At this time, I was paid $7.50 per week plus room and board. Spice of life, I will call
it! Even with meager pay, we always had times of pleasure. The summer of 1930, Uncle
Grover bought a 1930 Ford two door car. Grover, Alvin Bridges, Stephen Rilee, and I went
on a trip. We took Route 40 to Hagerstown, Maryland, where we slept in a room George
Washington slept in. We went on to Gettysburg, toured the battlefield, and returned by
going down the valley. I remember the group's slogan, “40 with the brakes on.”
On October 11, 1945, Aunt Sallie was called by the Master. She went to join her loved
ones. Sallie Virginia Fary, the one surviving girl, never married and dedicated her life to
serving her family. She did jobs little known today such as platting corn shucks to make
rugs, making rag rugs, and weaving baskets of hickory strips. She could make laundry
soap with fat and lye. Aunt Sallie, Aunt Ada, and Grandmother made the men’s work
clothes. They would put the cloth on the floor, put the pattern down, cut it out, and sew
the parts together. One pattern served all sizes. I don't imagine they were concerned
much about style. Aunt Sally also helped prepare meals. This was one family that worked
and lived together.
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Around 1927, Uncle Emmett
bought Frauline Wingate’s
property. This was property that
Mr. Wingate left to his widow in
his last will and testament
prepared by my grandfather, R. C.
Rilee Jr. Mr. Wingate operated a
grist mill in the area that is now
wooded across the road and to
the north from William Fary’s
home. His shirt caught on a
turning shaft, and he was badly
beaten. Mr. Rilee was there, and
Mr. Wingate requested that he
write his will. He gave all the
property to Frauline. Sally Ann
King was present and was a
witness to Mr. Wingate’s request Mr. Emmett Fary and Frances Elizabeth “Pinky” Fary Picture taken at the wedding of their granddaughter, Billye
stating that she heard his voice
Frances to Mr. Michael Dalton.
and saw the body. Her signature
was an X.
The extended family saw more children arrive. In 1927, a second son was born to
Uncle Emmett and Aunt Pinkey, Francis Rowe Fary (Rowe being the last name of Uncle
Emmett’s grandmother). Within a year another member was added. My mother gave birth
to a girl, Marion Davis Fary, on May 31, 1928. The Davis name was that of the family
doctor, Dr. F.F. Davis who resided at Sassafras P.O. About the time of Marion’s birth,
another son was added to Uncle Emmett’s family, William Daniel Fary. William was the last
birth of this generation.
It was 1951 when the family again experienced loss of a loved one. My father was
next to go. Maryus Y. Fary, a mild mannered man, who never desired to leave the home
place, died on July 15, 1951. He would cut a
young hickory, split it into four pieces with a
wedge, and carve ax handles. This was his
only source of income with the exception of
trapping. He would set his traps and go to
them when he could. My mother would go
when he could not. They would remove the
catch, bring it home, skin it, and then, stretch
the hide on a board to dry. With the
exception of room and board for himself, his
wife, and his children, pay day was a rare
thing for him. Some weeks before his death,
he had an operation to remove his gall
bladder. Instead of staying at home and
resting (he still had the drainage tube), he
went to the Ware House to help load straw. A
fever followed and he quickly went downhill.
Bridges Funeral Home was in charge of his
Maryus and Lillian Fary
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funeral. He was laid to rest with his family in Olive Branch Cemetery. He left a widow and
two children.
On September 16, 1951, the oldest member of the brothers left us to join the family in
the cemetery at Olive Branch. Peter Smith Fary was the main support of the family in the
early years. I was told that he was the only person around who could take a railroad tie
under each arm and load them on a wagon. About his 21st birthday, he developed a
condition that caused his hands and body to shake uncontrollably. While sleeping, he
would be perfectly still, but he shook terribly when awake. He never married. I remember
asking Uncle Peter to go on a trip in the late 40s. He had not had the opportunity to travel.
So, one Sunday, he joined Dad (Maryus), Mother (Lillian), Francis, and I on a drive which
took us to Washington, D.C., around the Capitol building, past the Washington Monument,
the Lincoln Memorial, and the White House, across the bridge to Arlington Cemetery, out
Duke Street to Sperryville, down the Skyline Drive, back to Richmond, and home. This was
quite a journey for one day, but I knew where to go. Thus, we made good time. The
following Wednesday, I went to Hickory Hill and Uncle Peter was eating his lunch. He
stopped, looked to me, and said, “Cecil, I certainly enjoyed the trip Sunday. I saw a lot of
things, but if I had been driving a horse and buggy, I would have seen it all.”
Like flying wind, the years go by. God has been good to us. Uncle Grover was the next
to leave us. He was the youngest of the family. He was never married and most of his life,
he enjoyed the young people of his acquaintance, especially the girls! Over the years, he
took a number of road trips with family members of friends like J.W. Thrift. In later years,
Uncle Grover spent most of his time at the sawmill. Diabetes led to poor circulation in his
legs and the eventual loss of both of his legs. He spent the last two years of his life in
hospitals and a nursing home. This was very hard on him. He liked to be on the move if at
all possible. He died on August 26, 1972, and joined his family in the Olive Branch
Cemetery.
Then the time came for the last brother to join the family in rest. At age 92, Robert
Emmett Fary left his wife and four children on January 25, 1979. Through the years, Uncle
Emmett worked with his brothers in both the lumber business and on the farm. In his
latter years, most of his labor was on the farm. I have memory of Uncle Emmett and his
brothers regularly going to their mother’s bedroom at night to kiss her goodnight. He too
was confined to the nursing home for a while. When I visited him and started to leave, he
would get very despondent. I can still feel the hurt I experienced at those moments. On
one occasion, Kathleen, her husband, son, and I took the tape player over to his home. We
taped as much of the conversation with him as I could. Much information relative to the
family is on that tape.
On October 14, 1978, I stood at the bedside of the most devoted member of the Fary
family. A member by marriage, but devoted as any, I saw her take her last breath. Mrs.
Annie Hatch was also present. Aunt Ada, as she was so affectionately known, was gone. I
realize now that had things been different, she may have had a longer life. It is easy to
look back. She was totally incapable of accepting the nursing home. As long as she stayed
there, she never gave up hope of returning to her home. She was as much a part of my life
as any person. On many occasions she would pull me out to do important and necessary
things that might not have gotten done or I might not have done had she not encouraged
me. For example, she would prod Sarah Lee and me to sing, which we wouldn’t have done
on our own. In my opinion, she was one of the finest.
In 1908, Miss Ada Revere, age 16, of King and Queen County, and Mr. Hubert Fary
eloped going to Elizabeth City, North Carolina. W.T. Fary and Aunt Ada’s sister, Addie,
Vol. 17, No. 1

14

June 2013

Stories of the Fary Family
accompanied them as witnesses. From that day, she became
a devoted member of this family. Although I don’t have
specific memories of the early years, I can literally see her
on her knees cutting out material for the boys’ shirts,
cooking the necessary meals for the family, etc. I do
remember her making biscuits in the mornings. She would
make up the dough and cook 48 or more biscuits for
breakfast and lunch, and remember, this was done on a
wood stove. The lunch that was carried to the mill or to
wherever the day’s work was consisted of biscuits, fat back
fried crisp, butter, and sometimes black molasses. This
family did not live in luxury. They grew or raised most of
the food that was consumed. The women of the family
always had hens and chickens. Perhaps on Sunday morning,
there would be a special treat, ham and eggs. As a matter of
fact, they were poor people, making the best of each day.
There were many tough years. Through them all, I never
wanted for things that I needed.

Ada Revere Fary

As the family business grew, it became necessary for someone to keep records, to see
that the bills were paid, etc. Aunt Ada took hold of this job, and like so many tasks, she
did it well. She held general supervision over the business. Those of lesser ability might
have said, “She carried the pocketbook.” Some people have that natural ability to lead, and
she was one of those. Aunt Ada was a constant worker in the church, and there was

Picture was taken in front of Hickory Hill House - From left - Sallie Virginia Fary, her mother
Sarah Pierce Fary, Mrs. Ada Revere Fary (wife of Hubert), and Mrs. Lillian Rilee Fary (wife of
Maryus). Note brick sidewalk - parts of the sidewalk are still in the ground.
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Ada Fary married in 1908 and Lillian Fary
on Christmas Day, 1910. The two sistersin-law lived, worked together, and toward
the last, helped take care of each other for
over 65 years. A side story illustrates that
these two ladies did it all. Mary Lou Fary
shared that one Saturday morning, while
she lived at Hickory Hill, the two ladies
invited her to get in the car and ride with
them over to Carey Rilee’s home. Carey
was Lillian’s brother. They put a burlap
bag in the back seat with her. The bag
moved and squealed. They had captured
and bagged a pig to take to Uncle Carey.
nothing she would not do to help. She held just about every office in the church. She
especially supported and led the Women’s Society at Olive Branch and served the
Rappahannock District for years and years. In or about 1925, she wanted the Ware House
or barn at the warehouse taken down, and a house built in its place. This was done and a
four room cottage was built. She considered this her home and in later years, spent as
much time there as possible. After moving from Hickory Hill, my mother, Uncle Grover,
and Aunt Ada lived there until Grover went to the hospital. She and mother would spend
most of the summer months at the Ware House and the winter months at mother's home at
Ark.
Aunt Ada had two brothers, Manfred or Mankey and Paul. She was especially close to
Paul. Paul was a very fine man with a disposition much like his sister. He was always
doing things for his sister, Ada, like
building her cabinets and other
Family of Nickolas James Revere
furniture. His daughter, Mary Alice,
spent much time at Hickory Hill with Nickolas James Revere, b. 1836
Aunt Ada. Aunt Ada was the initiative +m. 1st Henrietta P. Crittenden, b. 1828
behind so many of the family’s
L. M. Revere, b. 1859
gatherings and celebrations held at
William Revere, b. 1862
Christmas and Easter. Much had to be
prepared well in advance. The foods
Mollie Revere, b. 1868
were a delight and always included
+m. 2nd Susan Alice Milby, b. 1860
her pies and her cakes. She and my
Manfred F. Revere, b. 1886, d. 1965
mother would spend many late nights
in the kitchen getting these ready. At
+m. Gertrude Daniel, b. 1882, d. 1958
Easter, there was always an Easter egg
Florence Addie Revere, b. 1888, d. 1954
hunt. The fellowship was great. As
+m. John C. Tucker, b. 1881, d. 1958
the years went by, those who outgrew
Ada Mae Revere, b. 1893, d. 1978
the egg hunt were elected to hide the
eggs. Neither space nor time will
+m. Hubert Philip Fary, b. 1881, d. 1944
cover all the attributes of Aunt Ada’s
Paul Revere, b. 1897, d. 1968
life and what she did for others. I
+m. Janie Jones, b. 1902
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The last Hertford steer at
Hickory Hill was somewhat
“edgy” at times. Sitting on
her couch one afternoon in
later years, Ms. Lillian
shared that as she crossed
the barnyard one afternoon
on her way to call the cows
up, he bellowed at her and
pawed the ground. She
often walked with a short
handled pitchfork. She
threw that pitchfork and
“stuck” him in the leg.
After that, he left her alone.
She had to be in her 70s at
the time.

have much heartache because of the many things I might have
done for her that I did not. Alas, life must go on for those who
are left - “For all too soon these feet must hide!”
Lillian Rilee Fary
On the last day of January 1981, the one person who
would have done anything earthly possible for me left this world. Mary Lillian Rilee Fary
passed away. At a time when I could not protect myself from the wild beast of the field,
inclement weather, or provide sustenance for myself, she was there. For uncounted years,
she picked beans, cabbage, peas, and greens from the gardens and prepared them for the
family’s meals. She sold eggs and skinned and cured furs for cash money. She bought her
own car in 1931. Her husband never owned a car. She made the butter and helped with so
many tasks like handling the meat during hog killing.

In her last years at Hickory Hill, she fed the remaining team, hogs, and cattle. After
feeding the hogs, she’d walk to the top of the hill overlooking the meadow and “call” the
cows. They’d come lumbering up the hill, and she’d open the stall door, and each cow
would enter their own stall. Mr. Lloyd Sippio got paid to come milk the cows in the
morning and turn them out.
In 1960, mother bought a piece of property next to me. She bought lumber from the
Barnes Brothers and building material from the mill. And then, she hired John Beverly
Smith to build her a house. After the passing of Aunt Ada, she was alone and shortly
became dependent on others. I stayed with her at nights for over three months. She had a
thirty day stay at Walter Reed Hospital and was moved to Horn Harbor Nursing Home. Had
she stayed there long, she would have passed very soon. A place soon opened at Sanders
Nursing Home, which was a truly delightful place to be for her situation. She lived just a
little over two years, passing away early in the morning of January 28, 1981. On a cold
February day, she went to join her husband and the rest of the family at Olive Branch.
As of this writing, Aunt Pinkey, as she is affectionately known, is the last member of
the older family. She has been at Sanders Nursing Home for some years. She was born
Frances Elizabeth Daniel, the daughter of Mr. Silas Daniel in Middlesex County. She
married Mr. Robert Emmett Fary on Christmas Day 1912.
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Grandmother, Grandfather, seven sons, one daughter, and three wives are back
together again. They are resting together as they lived, awaiting the promised day. May
this wonderful family rest in peace.

Insurance Photographs of Gloucester County School Buildings
Submitted by Lee Brown
These photographs were part of a collection of undated Gloucester County school photographs discovered with the papers of Martha Feild Brown. It is likely that they were part
of an insurance appraisal, either by her father, Bernard Feild, who was the original manager
of Southside Insurance Agency, or by her husband, Fred L. Brown, who succeeded her father. These schools must be familiar to many in Gloucester. Can anyone suggest when they
were taken? Our guess is around 1950. Photographs of Bena Hayes, James Store, Beech
Hill, Smithfield, and Bethel Schools of this collection will be presented in a future journal
issue.
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Finding William Southern
By Lee Brown
Great-great-great grandson
My grandmother remembered very little of her mother, Eliza Maud Brushwood
Robins, who died when my grandmother was a little girl, so our family has never known
much about that side of the family tree.
We knew enough about Eliza’s mother, Elvira Southern Brushwood, to figure out who
the major players were: Elvira married James Brushwood and they had a large family, the
youngest being Eliza, and I believe we have accounted for all of their children. But we
knew little about James and less about Elvira. This is the story about how a few more
pieces were added to the jigsaw puzzle.
It seemed likely that Elvira’s middle name after marriage, Southern, was her maiden
name. This idea was encouraged by the 1860 census, in which James and Elvira were
counted in King and Queen County, Virginia, in the household of William Southern.
1860 US Federal Census, Little Plymouth, King and Queen County
#739
Southern, William, 65 M W, OCC: farmer, REAL: $1,400, PERS: $189
Brushwood, James, 40 M W
Brushwood, Elvira, 29 F W
Brushwood, Emily, 10 F W
Brushwood, James, 7 M W
Brushwood, William, 5 M W
Brushwood, Ida, 2 F W
This census record seemed strongly suggestive that William Southern was Elvira’s
father. More support came in the form of an 1861 deed from William Southern to Elvira R.
Brushwood held in the Library of Virginia.
Having the name William let us look for census records for his household. We knew
that Elvira was born about 1831, and indeed the 1840 census for William Southern lists a
female child between 5 and 10 years old. (In the 1850 census, no children are living with
William and 19 year old Elvira is living in the Gloucester household of James Brushwood, as
Elvira R. Brushwood, having been married within the year.)
We’ve known this much for years. It doesn’t prove that William Southern was Elvira’s
father (as opposed to, say, an uncle or guardian or landlord), but it’s enough to convince
me.
So, I decided recently to try to learn what I could about ggg-grandfather, William. To
do that, I turned to the public records that the Gloucester Genealogical Society of Virginia
(GGSV) has made available online, to the Virginia Room of the Gloucester Public Library,
and to a few other online sources.
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The GGSV web site, http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~vaggsv/, hosts many public
records about Gloucester, but for King and Queen County I had to look elsewhere; I used
Ancestry.com but other sources are available.

CENSUS
The U.S. Federal Census shows William Southern in 1830 in King and Queen County,
Virginia, in 1840 and 1850 in Gloucester County, and in 1860 back in King and Queen
County. The 1830 and 1840 censuses do not list names, only age groups, and they suggest
that William and his wife have three daughters, the oldest born between 1820 and 1825,
the next born between 1825 and 1830, and the youngest born between 1830 and 1835 –
which would be Elvira, born about 1831.
We also see that William was a slave-holder. He reported four slaves on each census,
possibly the same ones, one man and three women.
In 1850, much more detail was added to the census enumeration. In this year, we can
see that William’s household included only him and his wife, Julia A. Southern, and both
are 55 years old, so both were born about 1795.
Elvira’s middle name is recorded in various public records as either “Southern” or
“R.” and it is generally accepted, though I have never seen it documented, that she was
born Elvira Roy Southern.
On a hunch that the Roy that we think was Elvira’s middle name came from her
mother’s maiden name, I poked around the Roy family records in the Gloucester Public
Library. The hunch paid off – I found a reference to Julia Anne Roy born March 6, 1795, to
Capt. Beverly Roy (1760-1820) originally of Essex County, Virginia, who served in the
Revolutionary War, and his first wife, Anne Corrie. This Roy family lived in King and
Queen County, where William Southern is first encountered.
I found the mention of Julia in both King and Queen County, Virginia, by Alfred
Bagby (Neale Publishing Co., 1908, available via Google Books and in the Gloucester Public
Library), and The Roy Genealogy, compiled by Helen Dearborn Tyler Williams and Bernice
Roy Johnson (1943, 3-ring binder containing a typewritten manuscript in the library).
Again, there is no proof that this Julia Anne Roy ever met William Southern, but it
seems like a reasonable assumption that she is who William courted and married.
The 1850 and 1860 censuses both describe William as a farmer with real property
valued at $2,000 and $1,400, respectively, but the earlier 1840 census, the first after the
move to Gloucester, indicates that two people in the household were involved in
agriculture and four people were involved with manufacture and trade. Curious.
Unfortunately, there’s no more detail than that. There are, in 1840, three white males in
the household between the ages of 15 and 19, but no corresponding young white males in
1830, so it seems unlikely that these are sons. They are probably apprentices doing some
kind of manufacturing work.
All of this was a lot to learn just from the federal census, but more details surfaced
as the tax records were examined.

LAND TAX RECORDS
Because William Southern lived much of his life in Gloucester County, we can easily
look at the land tax records that the GGSV has put online. His first appearance in the
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records is in 1837, when it is
recorded that he purchased 190.5
acres from Swordsby P. Curry.
The land was about 5 miles west
of the Court House. It was valued
at $6.50 per acre, and with
buildings valued at $261.50 the
total property value was
$1,238.25. On this, he was
assessed a tax of $0.99.
The tax records show a lot
more than just the tax owed. The
records let us estimate how much
William might have paid for the
property, who he bought it from,
whether there were any buildings
on the property, and about where Tax books published from records are posted on GGSV
it was located. In this case, it
website including 1770/71 tax journal and four volumes
that cover years from 1782 through 1820. Future volumes
gives us a good idea about when
are planned to extend coverage through 1870.
the Southerns moved from King
and Queen to Gloucester – it was
when Elvira was about 5 or 6 years old.
William Southern was listed in the land tax list every year while he was in Gloucester,
but most of the entries are the same as the year before. Still, each entry should be looked
at.
In 1843, William purchased 90 acres from George Walker. In 1849, he acquired 17.75
acres from the estate of William Robins Sr. Both properties were 4 or 5 miles west of the
Court House. Neither were taxed for buildings, so these were probably additional farm
lands or timber resources, perhaps adjacent to each other. Unfortunately, these records
aren’t more precise about the location so more research is necessary to try to find that out.
In 1849, the new properties were valued at $4.00 and $5.00 per acre (his original property
had decreased in value to $5.57 per acre). His total tax for three parcels was $1.51.
In 1851 and 1852, William sold the two additional parcels; 79.75 of the 107.75 acres
were described then as forested, so the majority does not appear to have been used as
farmland.
And in 1855, he sold his original parcel, now described as southwest, not west, of the
Court House and valued at $6.60 per acre with buildings worth $500 totaling $1,257.30, to
Daniel Bayne, barely more than William had paid for it 17 years earlier.
William then purchased part of “Paradise” from George W. Jefferies. “Paradise” was
one of the earliest homes in Gloucester, built near the Poropotank between present-day
Adner and Glenns by Richard Lee, who by 1656 had both built and vacated the property. It
was 367.5 acres valued at $3.93 per acre plus $800 for buildings – a total value of
$1,442.43. The tax record describes the property as 12 miles northwest of the Court
House.
The 1855 land tax list reported 1,098 parcels in the county with a total value of
$1,327,991.37. The average value of a parcel was $1,209.46, the median was $348.75. Such
a large difference suggests that a few large, high-value parcels inflated the average value.
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William’s parcel was worth a bit over the average and well above the median.
Five hundred forty-nine parcels in the 1855 land tax list included buildings, some of
which would be residences for the families, others residences for slaves, or barns,
workshops, stores, and so on. The average value of buildings on a parcel was $708.84, the
median $300. Again, the buildings on William’s parcel were worth slightly over the average
and safely above the median.
William’s parcel was apparently the main portion of the “Paradise” tract (several other
properties in the land tax list are described as “part of Paradise,” while William’s parcel was
simply described as “Paradise”). Whether the Southerns lived in the old Lee home, already
200 years old, we do not know.
We can say that, like Richard Lee, the Southerns did not stay long. The land tax
records show that William sold the property in 1859 to Albert D. Mitchell.
The census shows William in King and Queen the next year in 1860, but without Julia.
One can imagine that the sale of “Paradise” and his move back to King and Queen County,
and joining his daughter’s family, might have followed her death.

PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX RECORDS
The land tax records expanded greatly on what we had earlier learned from the
census. It showed how the Southern family moved around, about where they lived in the
area, and the value of their land. The personal property tax records can elaborate a little
bit more on their lifestyle.
William Southern is listed in the Gloucester personal property tax lists first in 1836, a
year earlier than his first land tax entry, and lastly in 1857.
These tax lists record slaves and taxable free males, both above a certain age, in the
household. For William Southern, they show two to five slaves (above 12 or 16 years old)
during his time in Gloucester.
1842 is interesting in that the name in the tax list is “Southern, William & apprentice,”
and in 1843 and 1844 that was changed to “Southern, William & apprentices.” Recall that
the 1840 census reported additional young white males in the household, who were likely
the apprentices.
Just to pick a year, in 1844 only one free male above age 16 was reported, but there
were four slaves above age 16 and one between 12 and 16. That the apprentices are
unaccounted for suggests they were boys under the age of 16 living in the household.
The property tax list includes other items on which taxes were imposed. In 1844,
that was horses and carriages, plates, pianos, clocks, and watches. William Southern had 2
horses and a gig with harness. In 1857, William would also report 3 horses and mules
worth $75, 24 head of cattle worth $80, a clock worth $2, and kitchen furnishings worth
$50. On these and the taxable people in the household, he was assessed $5.30 on a
personal property value of $227.
The 1855 personal property tax list included 839 tax valuations in Gloucester for a
total aggregate value of $595,085.00. William reported an aggregate personal property
value of $282, largely due to his 2 horses (or mules), 20 head of cattle, and his household
and kitchen furnishings. The average was $709.28, the median $177.00.
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Again, the big difference between the average and median values indicates a small
number of very wealthy residents skewing the distribution. For example, John Tabb was by
far the largest outlier with a personal property value of $71,545; the next highest value was
just over $20,000 and only 9 residents had a value over $10,000.
William, therefore, was firmly in the middle of his fellow Gloucester citizens, there
being more residents reporting less value than reporting more.
Thinking about Elvira and her sisters growing up during these years, we can see she
lived in a household with both parents and some older sisters, several slaves, some of them
no older than her, and for a while a few boys about her age apprenticed to her father.
Though her father considered himself a farmer, he kept cattle and had some kind of trade
or profession that he was teaching to the boys. This suggests it was a busy household with
a lot of activity.

MARRIAGE, DEATH, AND CEMETERY RECORDS
Gloucester marriage, death, and cemetery records for a few years are available via the
GGSV web site.
The marriage records begin in 1853, which is too late for the children of William and
Julia, but there is mention of some of their Brushwood grandchildren.
The records also include the marriage of 24 year old Cordelia Walker, daughter of
George and Ann Southern Walker, to John T. Soles in 1871. That means Cordelia was born
about 1847. William and Julia appear to have had two daughters (before Elvira) born
between 1820 and 1830, either of whom could have been named Ann (Julia’s middle name)
and had a child in 1847.
This helped with another mystery we’ve had: the 1850 census of newlyweds James
and Elvira Brushwood included two young girls with different last names and we had no
clue who they might be or why they were there. They were 4 year old Cordelia A. Walker
and 12 year old Sarah E. Newcomb. Now it looks like Cordelia might have been Elvira’s
niece, perhaps Sarah was, too. So where were the parents?
Looking at the 1860 census I found an entry for 44 year old carpenter George Walker
with 15 year old Delia A. Walker, undoubtedly
Cordelia, in his household, but no wife named
Ann. There are several other children named,
and some of them are probably the
grandchildren of William and Julia. Others are
probably the children of someone listed in both
the 1860 and 1870 census who is likely
George’s second wife.
It is also interesting that William bought
property in Gloucester in 1843 from a George
Walker just about the time his oldest daughter
was of marrying age. Could there be a
connection?
The death records, which start in 1853,
are useful because of what they do not
mention: the death of Julia Southern. This
suggests that she might still have been alive
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when William moved back to King and Queen about 1859, but dead by the time of the 1860
census. Or she might have died after the 1850 census but before 1853, about when William
began selling his original group of properties.
The cemetery records compiled by Harry Jordan do not locate any burials for
members of the Southern family. They do, however, report burials for some of Elvira’s
Brushwood children.

WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED
This examination of the public records has given us a better picture of William and
Julia Southern. Though this exercise revealed nothing about William’s origins or where he
was before he was 35 years old and counted in the 1830 census, we might have identified
his wife. She could very well be Julia Anne Roy, descended from the Roy family of Port
Royal, Virginia, and daughter of a captain in the Revolutionary War.
We now know about where the family of William Southern lived. After their move
from King and Queen County about 1836, they resided roughly in the vicinity of currentday Peasley Middle School for most of daughter Elvira’s childhood. After Elvira’s marriage,
William and Julia first lived alone but soon William bought and lived for a short time at
historic “Paradise” near the Poropotank. The property value was not great, but the land
had probably been familiar to William since spending his youth across the border in King
and Queen, and he probably viewed its purchase as a satisfying accomplishment.
William had some sort of trade besides his usual work as a farmer and took in young
apprentices to help with that work. He also had a few slaves. How the farming and work
at his trade was allocated between him, his apprentices, his slaves, and his family would be
interesting to discover, though probably impossible. Since several of the slaves were girls
or women, we can wonder whether they worked alongside Julia or Julia’s daughters in any
particular enterprise or responsibility.
Based on the tax lists, William and Julia were never wealthy, but they probably lived
comfortably. Their land, buildings, and personal property values were in the middle of the
range established by most of their fellow Gloucester residents.
Julia died about the time William moved back to the Little Plymouth area of King and
Queen County, but whether it was before or after we do not know. We’d like to interpret
the fact that the family of his youngest daughter was living in his home during his final
years as indicative of a close family relationship. He must have died before the 1870
census.
Marriage records suggested some more census records to look at, and we found Ann
Southern, another of William and Julia’s children, who married George Walker, died
between 1850 and 1860, and left several children. One of those children spent some time
with her Aunt Elvira and later married into the Soles family.
There are many other potential sources that might provide even more information
about the Southern family. Deeds and wills, especially in King and Queen County, and
marriage and death records there too, if they exist, would be the next places to look for
more information. Nevertheless, the progress made with the help of the tax lists and other
online public records has told us much that we did not know before.
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By L. Roane Hunt
Tip O’Neill is credited with the phrase, “All politics is local.” Applying the same logic,
“all church history is local.” Often the grand events of wide notice are assumed to
universally affect all churches, but local churches are generally shaped by their past
experiences or the local history. Prior to and immediately following the American
Revolutionary War, Iverson Lewis was the prime mover who determined the local Baptist
Church history on the Middle Peninsula of eastern Virginia which includes the lower
portion of King and Queen, Middlesex, Gloucester, and Mathews Counties. Although it was
said that his preaching was “not above mediocrity,” he was faithful in his support of all the
churches that were planted and cultivated in this area. [1] No one invested more time and
traveled more miles during this period in service to these churches than Mr. Lewis.
Although this article will concentrate on local history, it is helpful to keep in mind the
events throughout the Virginia Colony and beyond.
The Virginia Colony was ruled by the Royal Governor appointed by the English
Crown. As in England, this government included the Anglican Church of England.
Together they ruled all aspects of colonial life. The church registered the births, marriages,
and deaths of all citizens and provided spiritual grace to those citizens by administering
the sacraments of the church. Also, the government and church shared the tax receipts.
Colonial laws protected the official church, required attendance in the Anglican Church ,
and restricted all other religious group activities.
The Methodist Society functioned within the Anglican Church under the leadership of
its founder and overseer, John Wesley, who never renounced his membership in the Church
of England. The purpose of the Methodist was to promote greater holiness and encourage
piety. They received the sacraments from the Anglican Church.

Revival
A great Spiritual Awakening began in New England in the 1740s led by Jonathan
Edwards and George Whitefield. Mr. Whitefield traveled from England seven times to
preach throughout the English Colonies. The Congregational Churches, founded by the
Puritans, had weakened spiritually, [2] and the Awakening had produced many converts
who became Presbyterian and Baptist ministers. Some of them moved south to Virginia to
preach the gospel without proper approval. They were labeled the “New Lights” because
they emphasized the “New Birth” based on Jesus’s teaching to Nicodemus that he “must be
born again.” [3]
1

Harris, Malcolm Hart, Old New Kent County (Virginia): Some Account of the Planters…, Vol. 1, Md, pp. 510513

2

Murray, Iain H., Jonathan Edwards, A New Biography, The Banner of Truth Trust, 1987

3

Murray, Iain H., Revival & Revivalism, The Making and Marring of American Evangelicalism 1750-1858, The
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The first Presbyterians came to Hanover, Virginia, in 1748. Samuel Davies from the
College of New Jersey in Princeton ministered effectively there until returning to be
president of the college upon the death of President Jonathan Edwards in 1757. The
Presbyterian ministry remained mostly in central Virginia. They established HampdenSydney College in Prince Edward County. [4]
Some Baptists had migrated into the Virginia Colony, but the restrictive law against
churches other than the Anglican Church did not allow religious meetings without special
approval. General Baptists had come from England, and Regular Baptists from the
Philadelphia Baptist Association were present. However, Separate Baptists coming from the
northern colonies caused the greatest stir throughout the Virginia Colony. About 1754
Separate Baptists formed the Sandy Creek Baptist Church in Guilford County, North
Carolina. By 1755, they sent ministers into Virginia, and the movement spread throughout
the colony because converts that showed evidence of an ability to preach also became
ministers of the gospel. Therefore, the movement was carried out with great force by
unschooled ministers. Lewis Peyton Little documents in his book about the persecution of
these ministers in the various counties of Colonial Virginia. He drew greatly from the
Baptist history written by Robert Baylor Semple of King and Queen County. Anglican
Patrick Henry defended many of them in court. [5] [6]
Various denominations grew out of the Protestant Reformation of the 16th century
because of certain preferences in the practice of ministry and worship. Also, within
denominations, there have always been theological differences that produced major
factions. Generally, the members would “agree to disagree” for unity on the essentials of
doctrine. One such division has been between the “Arminians” and the “Calvinists”
(followers of Arminius and followers of John Calvin). The Arminians believe like the
Roman Catholic Church in the human ability to respond to the offer of the gospel to repent
and believe. Calvinists believe like the reformers, John Calvin and Martin Luther, that man
is born depraved and can only respond to the gospel following the new birth experience
from God.
John Wesley and George Whitefield were both members of the “Holy Club” at Oxford,
and both experienced and preached the new birth. However, they disagreed regarding this
doctrine because Wesley was an Arminian and Whitefield was a Calvinist. Therefore,
Wesley’s Methodists were Arminians. The Presbyterians were Calvinists by definition
because they were founded upon the teachings of John Calvin. Baptists were mixed on this
issue. The General Baptists were Arminian in their doctrine. The Regular Baptists were
formed with a confession of faith that was essentially the Westminster Confession of the
Presbyterians with modification for “believer’s baptism.” Likewise, the Separate Baptists
came out of the Puritan movement that was Calvinistic. All these denominations that
formed as Calvinists did not maintain this position. Ministers and members at various
times and various locations were free to hold the position that they interpreted from
Scripture. These distinctions in doctrine are important as we consider the local Baptist
history of Gloucester and the surrounding counties of Virginia.
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Before the War That Brought Forth a New Nation
In the two decades prior to the Revolutionary War, the
Baptists, Presbyterians, and Methodists experienced great
growth in Virginia. As stated previously, Baptists spread
throughout the colony whereas Presbyterians were strong in
central Virginia. The Methodist movement strengthened the
Anglican Church through society leaders like Francis Asbury
and the itinerant preaching of George Whitefield, an
Anglican, as he preached the new birth up and down the
Atlantic Coast to all denominations. Many factors can be
claimed for the success in the formation of the United States
of America, but high on this list must be the spiritual revival
in those years preceding the war. Moral character was
formed that is required for self-government. This nation was
the first in western civilization to be formed without a state
church protected by the state and used by the state to
control its citizens.

Iverson Lewis
Came Before
Lord Dunmore

Now
Mathews Co.

When war was declared in 1776, the Royal Governor of
Virginia lost control of his colony. The Anglican Church that
was an integral part of this government was no longer the only official church. Generally,
the English ministers left Virginia, and this departure affected the Methodist Society that
was not an independent church at that time. It took many years before the Anglican
Church would be re-constituted as the Episcopal Church of America and the Methodists
could be formed as the Methodist Episcopal Church. This period of uncertainty gave the
Baptists an advantage in enlisting converts. It is important to note that the Anglican
Churches of Gloucester County faired well during these war years because of the sustained
ministry of James Maury Fontaine who was the only Anglican minister and served all four
parishes of Gloucester. He was a grandson of a leading French Huguenot minister, and he
probably did not hold the Gloucester Parishes to a strict adherence to the Anglican Church
of the Virginia Colony. [7] Therefore, most of the Gloucester Churches survived intact as
Episcopal Churches. Likewise, the Methodist Episcopal Churches of Gloucester did very
well after the war.
The first Baptist church in Gloucester was constituted in 1775 and was located in the
Kingston Parish about a mile east of Gwynn’s Island. This occurred prior to Lord Dunmore,
Colonial Governor of Virginia, taking over Gwynn’s Island on May 26, 1776, in his attempt
to escape the unrest that preceded the Revolutionay War.

Iverson Lewis
Iverson Lewis of “Lewisville” in King and Queen County was converted out of the
Anglican Church of the Stratton Major Parish by Separate Baptist preaching. (Iverson is
also spelled Iveson and Ivison in records.) James B. Taylor wrote that “he considered
himself so pious that he went to the communion table on all sacramental occasions and
thought himself prepared for heaven.” That is, he was a practicing Anglican in good
standing when the zealous and courageous John Waller, pastor of Lower Spotsylvania
Baptist Church, began preaching in the adjacent Middlesex County in 1770. Iverson Lewis
7
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was related by marriage to
John Waller; he was the
nephew of his Uncle
Zachary’s wife. Iverson had
heard of Waller’s preaching
and considered him a “wild
enthusiast.” However, on one
of John Waller’s visits to King
and Queen County, Mr. Lewis
decided to hear him. He
found Waller preaching to a
crowd assembled under a tree
on the text, “Ye must be born
again.” Converted under
Waller’s preaching and
convinced that immersion
was a scriptural practice, he
was baptized about the year
1771, possibly by Waller
himself. [8]

Seven Churches Touched By Iverson Lewis

•3

•2
•1

•6

•4

Iverson Lewis was
immediately active in
preaching the gospel of his
new-found Baptist faith and
in winning converts.
7
Although he continued to live
at Lewisville and support
himself from that plantation
5
enterprise, he pastored and
planted many churches in
King and Queen, Middlesex,
Church
First Pastors
Date
and Gloucester Counties. In
1
Lower King & Queen Robert Ware, 2nd G. Dillard 1772
Gloucester he started
2
Glebe Landing
William Mullen, 2nd I. Lewis 1772
churches in three of its four
parishes. He was also a
3
Exol
Iverson Lewis
1775
participant in starting the
4
Kingston (Mathews) I. Lewis, 2nd David Tinsley
1775
first Baptist church on the
5
Grafton
John Wright, 2nd John Gayle 1777
Lower Peninsula in York
County. Taylor describes him
6
Petsworth (Old)
I. Lewis, 2nd Robert Hudgins 1790
as a mediocre preacher who
7
Abingdon (Union)
I. Lewis, 2nd Robert Stacy
1801
was successful because of his
faithfulness as a minister.
Seven churches that were touched by Lewis are shown in the map on this page. On the
same Sunday in 1772, Lower King and Queen (Wares) Church and Glebe Landing Church in
Middlesex were constituted. [9] Lewis is believed to have been one of the seventeen charter

•

•

•
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members of Wares because it was the
Family of Zachary Lewis
only one located in his own county,
Zachary Lewis I, b. ~1673, d. 1719
and he later would be the second
pastor of Glebe Landing, which was
+m. Mary Walker, b. ~1677
actually closer to his home,
Susannah Lewis, b. 1698, d.. 1768
Lewisville. Lewisville is located
+m. Joseph Collins, b. 1688
between the Exol and Dragon Run
Zachary II Lewis, b. 1702, d.. 1765
Swamps, and it is the location of the
Exol Baptist Church organized in
+m. Mary Waller, b. 1699, d. 1781
1775 by John Waller with thirty
Ann Lewis, b. 1726
members. Iverson Lewis was its first
+m. George Wythe, b. 1726, d. 1806
pastor, and he was pastor there until
John Lewis, b. 1729, d. 1780
his death in 1815. Exol Church
+m. Ann Lewis, b. ~1742
closed in the 1920s.
Iverson Lewis was born March 4,
1741, to John and Sarah Iverson
Lewis. John was the second son of
Zachary Lewis, a native of
Brechnockshire, Wales, who
established Lewisville in 1692. (See
adjacent chart.) John’s mother was
Mary Walker of Gloucester County.
One source, Malcolm Harris, states
that Sarah Iverson was the daughter
of Abraham Iverson Sr., [10] a
vestryman in Ware Parish in 1704.
The personal property tax
assessments for Kingston Parish of
Gloucester lists Abraham Iverson for
1783-1790. Abraham was charged
tax for 500 and 445 acres for 1782
and 1787, respectively. Other
Iversons listed for personal property
at this time were Johanna, Edward,
Robert, Richard, and Elizabeth. Soon
after his conversion to the Baptist
faith, Iverson visited his relatives in
Kingston Parish of Gloucester
County.

Zachary Lewis III, b. 1731, d. 1803
+m. Anne Overton Terrell

John Lewis, b. 1704
+m. Sarah Iverson, b. ~1705
Rev. Iverson Lewis, b. 1741, d. 1815
+m. 1st Frances Byrd
At least six children
+m. 2nd Martha Clopton
Dr. John Zachary Lewis, b. 1787, d.. 1859
+m. Ann Catharine Skyrin, b. ?, d. 1830
Dr. William Bernard Lewis, b. 1816, d. 1866
+m. Maria Rosalie Henry, b. 1819, d. 1898
Dr. John Skyrin Lewis, b. 1809, d. 1861
+m. Octavia Claiborne Hill, b. 1817, d. 1906
Herbert Iverson Lewis, b. 1854, d. 1928
+m. Martha Boush Parks., b. 1860, d. 1955
John Marshall Lewis, b. 1884, d. 1967
Marion Weston Lewis, b. 1891, d. 1962

Martha Lewis
+m. 1st George W. Shackleford
+m. 2nd Richard Claybrook
+m. 3rd Catherine Byrd
At least two children
At least seven other children to John and Sarah

The first Baptist church in
Gloucester County is now the
Mathews Baptist Church located in the Hudgins area of Mathews County. Their history
states that Iverson Lewis visited his relation, who lived at “Belle Isle,” then the residence of
John Hudgins. [11] However, Becky Barnhardt, official genealogist for Mathews Public
10 Harris, Malcolm Hart, Old New Kent County (Virginia): Some Account of the Planters…, Vol. 1, Md, pp. 510513
11 History of the Mathew Baptist Church, September 22, 1991. Earlier history publication was lost, and the
present history was produced in part from the Dover Association Minutes.
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Library, stated that there was no proof of this relationship.
Iverson Lewis married three times: first to Frances Byrd, second to Martha Clopton,
and third to Catherine Byrd. In the three marriages, he had at least ten children. Selected
descendents from his second marriage are given in the chart on the previous page. John
Marshall Lewis came to Gloucester County from West Point, VA, around 1910 and began his
banking career. [12] Marion Weston Lewis was the grandmother of Lee Brown and the
mother of Judge Herbert Iverson Lewis Feild. Also note that Iverson’s cousin, Ann Lewis,
married George Wythe, but she died less than a year after they married. George Wythe
began his career practicing law with his father-in-law and Iverson’s uncle, Zachary Lewis II,
and later he became a distinguished law professor at William and Mary College with
students like Thomas Jefferson, Henry Clay, James Monroe, and John Marshall.

Mathews Baptist Church
In 1791, Kingston Parish of Gloucester became Mathews County, and Kingston Baptist
Church changed their name to Mathews Baptist Church. The church was constituted by
Lewis in 1775. In those earliest years, Iverson Lewis preached at Mathews regularly, and
Elder Guy Smith of King and Queen accompanied Lewis in that work.
The church history states that the first “settled pastor” at Mathews was Elder David
Tinsley, born in Culpepper Co., VA, in 1749. In 1774, he was arrested and jailed for four
months and sixteen days in Chesterfield County for public preaching. David Tinsley came
to Mathews Church in 1782 and stayed until 1785. In the 1783 personal property tax
record for Kingston Parish, David Tinsley was assessed tax for eleven slaves, five horses,
and six cattle. In 1784, he was assessed tax for six slaves, three horses, 10 cattle, and 56
acres of land. No record is available for 1785. [13] Between 1780 and 1784 this church
enjoyed a glorious revival, and a great number were converted unto God. David Tinsley left
in 1785 and settled as pastor of Red Creek Church near Augusta, Georgia. David Tinsley
moved from Virginia to Georgia in the same year as Jeremiah Walker, and there “Mr.
Tinsley was Mr. Walker’s ablest ally.” Jesse Mercer wrote: “David Tinsley had been the
fellow-laborer and joint sufferer of Mr. Jeremiah Walker in Virginia; they were confined in
the same prison. Mr. Tinsley used to say that he received his first Arminian notions from
Mr. Walker whilst thus shut up in prison.” They would debate for sport taking different
sides of the controversial issues of Arminianism. In Georgia, Walker and Tinsley split the
Georgia Baptist Association asunder with their Arminian ideas. Mercer also wrote: “Mr.
Tinsley was a man of fine parts, amiable manners and exalted piety.” David Tinsley seems
to have visited Mathews at various times, and therefore he probably shared with them his
Arminian beliefs. [14] [15] [16]
After David Tinsley left Mathews Church in 1785, John Gayle, who was converted
under Tinsley’s ministry, was chosen pastor of the flock. The church history indicates that
he was a gifted member and was ordained pastor. Under Gayle’s ministry and the ministry
12 Hunt, L. Roane, Founders of the Gloucester Fair, FTS, Vol. 8, No. 2, pp 36, 2004
13 Hunt, L. Roane, Tax Records of Gloucester County, Virginia 1782-1791, Vol. 1, pp. 106, 121, Gloucester
Genealogical Society of Virginia, 2011
14 Little, Lewis Peyton, Imprisoned Preachers and Religious Liberty in Virginia, pp. 446-447, J. P. Bell Co., Inc.,
Lynchburg, VA, 1938
15 Beale, G. W., Semple’s History of the Baptist in Virginia. Revised and Extended. Richmond, Virginia, 1894
16 Mercer, Jesse, A History of the Georgia Baptist Association, p. 26, Washington, Georgia, 1838
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of visiting preachers, they had a great revival. Several hundred were baptized in the year
1787. Later the revival subsided and the church declined; Elder Gayle moved to York
County where he pastored the Grafton Baptist Church for many years.
More recent articles published in the Virginia Magazine of the Virginia Historical
Society give a different perspective of Virginia Baptist history that helps to define Baptists
in Gloucester. In the April 1980 issue, James David Essig documented a strong anti-slavery
faction among the Baptists in their quest for religious freedom in Virginia. He suggested
that they could relate to the slave’s desire for freedom because of their experience when
they lacked religious freedom. Also, he suggested that some Baptists related slaveholding
to the worldly behavior of the affluent Virginians. The Baptists included the slaves in their
evangelic preaching and in membership in their churches until the Civil War. [17] However,
I do not believe they were more anti-slavery than the other denominations.
In the 2001 issue of the Virginia Magazine, Charles F. Irons catalogued the doctrinal
conflict between these early Baptists. The spread of Baptist in Virginia was produced by
the enthusiastic preaching of Separate Baptist ministers who held to the Calvinistic
doctrine. When they tried to unite Virginia Baptists under their doctrine, resistance
surfaced. John Waller and Jeremiah Walker were leaders in opposition and in favor of the
Arminian doctrine. The early Baptist converts in the Gloucester area were probably
Arminian in their doctrine. The leading Baptist, Iverson Lewis, was probably influenced in
this way by John Waller, and David Tinsley was aligned with Elijah Walker. [18] This helps
explain how Peter Ainslie came to Mathews Baptist Church in 1821 and preached the
extreme Arminian doctrines of Alexander Campbell. Campbellism effectively was a
reversal of the Protestant Reformation teachings. Peter Ainslie’s ministry in Mathews is
described in a previous article. [19]

Petsworth Baptist Church
Robert Hudgins moved from the Kingston Parish to the Petsworth Parish, and he
requested that Iverson Lewis come and preach in his community. Petsworth Baptist
Church was established there by Mr. Lewis. In 1788-1795, Robert Hudgins was listed in
Gloucester’s personal property tax records. In 1795, he was listed as Rev. Robert Hudgins
with 60 acres. The 1796 record listed the Robert Hudgins estate with 35 acres and William
H. Hudgins with the remaining 25 acres. Later records indicated the location of this land to
be about 5 miles northwest of the county court house. Since the Anglican Church building
of Petsworth Parish in this region had been deserted, it is assumed that it was used by the
Baptists. William H. Hudgins was probably a son of Robert; however, none of his
descendents have been proven. Also, Seymour and Mitcham (Machen) Hudgins were
assessed tax on Gloucester land in Abingdon Parish beginning in 1797 and could have been
sons of Robert.

17 Essig, James David, A Very Wintry Season: Virginia Baptists and Slavery, 1785-1797, The Virginia Magazine
of History and Biography, Virginia Historical Society, Vol. 88, No. 2, pp. 170-185, April 1980
18 Irons, Charles F., The Spiritual Fruits of Revolution, Disestablishment and the Rise of the Virginia Baptists,
The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, Virginia Historical Society, Vol. 109, No. 2, pp. 159186, 2001
19 Hunt, L. Roane, Founders of the Westville Christian Church of Mathews County, Virginia, FTS, Vol. 7, No. 1,
pp. 3-10, 2003
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Under the guidance of Iverson Lewis, Petsworth Baptist Church was constituted in
1790. Robert Semple writes in his history the following: “A church was constituted under
the care of Robert Hudgins, who began to preach soon after he was baptized. This church
continued to prosper moderately until Mr. Hudgins’s death. They were then left without
any person to go in and out before them. They at length did what it would hardly have
been supposed would have been done by Virginians; they chose for their pastor William
Lemon, a man of color. … As a pastor, though weak, he was lively and affecting. He also
died after several years. Since then they have been destitute of stated ministerial aid. Mr.
William Leigh exercises a public gift, and it is said is useful.. The Methodist are numerous
in these parts.” [20] This last statement may be a great under-statement since to this day
Bellamy, Salem, and Shackelford’s Chapel Methodist Churches are the favored in this
region.
There were numerous Lemon family units prominent in the census and tax records in
northern Gloucester County from the earliest records following the Revolutionary War.
William Leigh probably died in 1832 and was the father of John and Ann Leigh. Ann
married Rev. Joseph Bellamy, founder of Bellamy Methodist Church. After his death she
married William Garrett, and they were the parents of Rev. Joshua Leigh Garrett, who was a
Methodist Pastor in Gloucester and North Carolina. Rev. Garrett was elected captain of the
Co. A of the 26th Virginia Infantry. He resigned in 1863 to continue his Methodist
ministry. Ann Leigh Garrett’s third marriage was to John L. Hibble who was killed in the
Civil War.
When the Petsworth Baptist Church closed, some of their members joined the newly
formed Ebenezer Baptist Church in 1852. According to Ebenezer’s history, most of the new
members were colored. The membership became 1057; of this number, only 57 were
white. Ebenezer was established between Pinero and New Upton 7 miles northeast of the
court house. Other former members of Petsworth Baptist Church may have attempted to
continue in the Baptist Church that was recorded in the land tax record in 1855 at
Sassafras, 7 miles west of the court house. Trustees listed for the one acre of this church
were John Leigh and John L. Hibble. John Leigh was probably the son of Rev. William Leigh
and brother-in-law of John L. Hibble. The Sassafras church continued to be listed well
beyond the Civil War although both trustees were diseased. Eventually, a second Petsworth
Baptist Church was established in this region.

Abingdon (Union) Baptist Church
The next Baptist church to be constituted in Gloucester was also started by Iverson
Lewis in Abingdon Parish in 1801. This church later became Union Baptist Church located
in the southern part of the county. Their history states: “It was constituted under the
preaching of Mr. Lewis, who although he had to encounter the opposition of much
persecution.” Robert Semple writes in his history the following: “When Mr. Lewis first
preached in this neighborhood, he met with violent opposition from individuals; but
treating them with levity and meekness he soon made many of them as friendly as they
had been hostile. This church is under the care of Robert Stacy, a sound, good preacher.”
“Elder Robert Stacy was raised up and ordained in the Grafton Baptist Church” in York
20 Semple, Robert Baylor and George William Beale, A History of the Rise and Progress of the Baptist in
Virginia, pp. 169-170, Pitt & Dickinson Publishers. Richmond, VA. 1894
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County. [21]
Rev. Robert D. Stacy (Stacey) was listed in the personal property tax records of
Gloucester County beginning in 1804 and continued through 1822. During these years, he
was taxed for 1 or 2 slaves, 1 or 2 horses, but no carriages. Also, he was not assessed any
land tax. The 1810 census records indicate that he was then over 45 years of age with a
wife and possibly two daughters within his household. In 1820, he was listed with
occupations in agriculture and manufacturing with one male slave. At this time, pastors
received very little monetary support from churches. Although he was not assessed tax for
any land, Ned and Elsey Almond, free colored people, were listed in 1820 as living on land
designated as “Stacy land.”
The church chose from their
Family of Henry Mouring
own membership Henry Mouring
to be their next pastor, and he
Henry Mouring, b. 1785, d. 1838
continued until his death in 1838.
+m. Dorothy Singleton Heywood, b. 1795, d. 1840
He was the son of John Mouring
and his second wife, Priscilla
James Mouring
Raphaels. Henry married Dorothy
William T. Mouring, b. 1822, d. 1856
Singleton Heywood in 1821 and
+m. 1st Susan A. Leavitt, b. ~1820, d. ~1845
had at least seven children as
+m. 2nd Elizabeth Minor
indicated by the adjacent chart.
(The dates given on this chart
Sarah Jane Mouring, b. 1824, d. 1888
were taken from the personal
+m. John William Minor, b. 1815, d. 1898
website of Arlis Herring.) Henry
John Henry Mouring, b. 1826, d. 1827
was 36 years old when he married
Mariah Henry Mouring, b. 1828, d. 1872
Dorothy, but there is no indication
that he had an earlier marriage.
+m. Cary Todd Bland, b. 1817, d. 1854
Frances Ann Mouring, b. 1831, d. 1881
Tax records show that
Henry’s father was charged with
+m. John William Minor Jr., b. 1826, d. 1866
12 acres of land and was deceased
Mary Elizabeth Mouring, b. 1834, d. 1850
in 1796. He was not charged tax
for any slaves, but he did have
free negroes for some years. This would suggest that his occupation did not require much
land or slaves. Henry first appeared in the tax records charged with one horse in 1809, age
24. In 1820 at age 35, he was charged with 137.5 acres near the Severn River 13 miles
southeast of the court house. In 1825, he sold his land on the Severn River to Jesse Diggs
and purchased 159 acres from Charles B. Thruston that were near the York River 14 miles
south of the court house. In the same year he purchased three lots in Gloucester Town. He
probably lived there, because one of his lots seemed to have a building on it and his other
land did not. In 1831, he sold his lots and land, and purchased 345.75 acres of land with a
house valued at $449.28. This land was 18 miles south of the court house, and he
probably moved there. In 1839, his property was passed to Dorothy Mouring, his widow.
Henry’s slave holdings varied from about 6 to a maximum of 10 at his death in 1838.
The church history of Union Baptist Church states: “Elder Mouring was a man of but
moderate abilities, having commenced his ministry after he was encumbered with the cares
of a family. As might be expected he did not make extensive mental and literary
21 Semple, Robert Baylor and George William Beale, A history of the rise and progress of the Baptist in
Virginia, pp. 151, 170-171, Pitt & Dickinson Publishers. Richmond, VA. 1894
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improvement, but he was a very acceptable preacher. Under his preaching the church
annually increased her members as long as he lived. No one was ever more beloved by the
church and congregation than he was, and no one ever more deserved it. He lived beloved
and respected by all.” [22]

Grafton Baptist Church
According to their church history, Grafton Baptist Church in York County was
constituted in 1777. Elijah Baker, a Separate Baptist, preached and “did a remarkable
work” in York County. He was converted in 1769 and soon thereafter came to York
County. He also spent several years in Gloucester County. John Wright, a convert of Mr.
Baker, was the first pastor of Grafton and served the church until his death in 1795. [23]
John Leland, the most popular Baptist preacher from Massachusetts, also came as far
south as York County. James Taylor wrote: “The fall of 1777 seems to have been with him
a season of great spiritual enjoyment. He says, ‘ . . . My field of preaching was from Orange
down to York, about 120 miles. From November, 1779, to July 1780, I baptized 130, …
The chiefest of my success was in York, where Lord Cornwallis and the British army were
made prisoners, in October, 1781. Mathew Wood, Robert Stacy, and Thomas Cheesman (all
preachers afterwards), were the children of this revival.’” This church in York County
probably was named Grafton after the hometown of Elder John Leland of Grafton,
Massachusetts. [24]
Those who believe in God’s providential effect upon history would notice that Grafton
Baptist Church was established a few years prior to a most critical event of the
Revolutionary War. It was located near Yorktown where the British Army surrendered.
Earlier we noted that Mathews Baptist Church was located near Gwynn’s Island where, at
the onset of the war, the governor of Colonial Virginia and his supporters fled while fleeing
the revolutionary forces. This spiritual stirring among the citizens probably helped
prepare them for these critical local events of war.

Peter Ainslie
It appears that the early Baptist churches in Gloucester leaned toward the Arminian
theology much like that of the Methodists led by John Wesley. They did not hold to
Calvinism which was a more rigorous system of the Protestant Reformation. It was more
difficult for them to resist the teachings of Peter Ainslie who promoted doctrines
consistent with those of Alexander Campbell. His followers among the Baptist were known
as Campbellites. They considered “believer’s baptism” to be necessary for one’s salvation,
technically “baptismal regeneration.” Also, they did not believe that a person’s depravity
included the guilt of Adam’s sin. They believed that everyone had the ability to make the
choice to confess a belief in Jesus for salvation. Conversion was an intellectual decision
without any special assistance of the Holy Spirit of God. They also believed that a saved
person could loose his salvation if he did not live a good life following baptism.

22 History of Union Baptist Church, p. 3, Union Baptist Church, Achilles, VA, 1976
23 Saunders, Robert L. Jr., The History of the Grafton Baptist Church 1777-1977, pp. 9-25, Mark Enterprises,
Grafton, Virginia, 1977
24 Little, Lewis Peyton, Imprisoned Preachers and Religious Liberty in Virginia, pp. 454-455, J. P. Bell Co., Inc.,
Lynchburg, VA, 1938
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In 1821, Peter Ainslie came to Mathews
Baptist Church as pastor and was a very
effective preacher. In 1826, he founded the
Ebenezer Baptist Church near his home in
Gloucester 8 miles north of the court house.
In the following year, he was called to be
pastor of the Grafton Baptist Church in York
County where he continued until 1832. He
was a leader in the Middlesex Temperance
Society meetings in 1830 and 1831 that were
held in the Deltaville area directly across the
Piankatank River from his Gloucester home.
[25]

Family of Peter Ainslie
Peter Ainslie, b. 1788, d. 1835
+m. 1st Deborah McDonald
Jane P. Ainslie, b. 1814, d. 1896
+m. Joseph Bohannon, b. 1808, d. 1888
Peter Ainslie, II, b. 1817
+m. Rebecca ?, b. 1827
Catharine Ainslie, b. 1820
Sarah Ainslie, b. 1823
Susan Ainslie, b. 1825
+m. John W. Jarvis, b. 1812
Mary Ainslie, b. 1830
Abraham Ainslie, b. 1831

Peter was born in Scotland in 1788 and
married Deborah McDonald in Baltimore, MD,
in 1812. They had at least seven children
shown in the adjacent chart. Their eldest
daughter married Joseph Bohannon and lived +m. 2nd Matilda Gregory
in the Glebe area of Mathews. In the census
record, he was a tailor in 1850, a postmaster
Personal Property Tax Record for Peter Ainslie
in 1860, and a farmer after the war. Peter
Year
Slaves
Horses
Carriage Value
Ainslie II and his son, Peter, were both
1822
5
3
$50.00
prominent ministers. Their youngest son,
1823
7
2
$75.00
Abraham, was listed in the 1850 Gloucester
census as a tailor in the home of John B.
1824
7
2
$145.00
Wolfe. After the death of his wife, Mr. Ainslie
1825
6
2
$50.00
married Matilda Gregory in 1834 and settled
1826
10
3
$50.00
in King William County. On February 9, 1835,
1827
10
5
$60.00
he drowned in the icy Mattaponi River in an
1828
5
4
attempt to reunite a slave couple.
1829

1

1

Peter Ainslie was assessed tax for his
1830
8
3
$60.00
532-acre farm in Gloucester near Turks Ferry
1831
7
3
$90.00
on the Piankatank River 10 miles north of the
1832
6
3
$100.00
court house from 1821 through 1833. His
1833
4
3
$30.00
personal property tax record for the same
period is presented in the adjacent chart. He was charged for a maximum of 10 slaves and
5 horses in 1827. He was charged with carriages over this period except for 1827 and
1828. It appears that he lived in York County then, but returned in 1830. His activity with
the Middlesex Temperance Society beginning in 1830 would also suggest that. The
Ebenezer Baptist Church did not appear in the land tax record until 1828.
As mentioned previously, Mr. Ainslie preached the doctrine of Mr. Campbell and
caused great disorder in the Baptist churches of Gloucester and the surrounding counties.
He was dismissed from the Dover Baptist Association in 1832, and the Grafton Baptist
Church became the Grafton Christian Church. [26] This action was part of the greater
25 Collison, Helyn Hatton, Records of Middlesex County, Virginia, pp. 142-152, Willow Bend Books,
Westminster, Maryland, 2000
26 Saunders, Robert L. Jr., The History of the Grafton Baptist Church 1777-1977, pp. 16-23, Mark Enterprises,
Grafton, Virginia, 1977
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movement that produced a new denomination known as the Disciples of Christ Churches,
Christian Churches, and later Churches of Christ. Mathews Baptist experienced much
disorder well into the 1840s, and Union Baptist reorganized in 1854 according to their
history. The Ebenezer Baptist history does not state how they moved toward full
acceptance into the Baptist association. James City Baptist Church became Olive Branch
Christian Church in James City County. All of the local county Disciples of Christ Churches
give Peter Ainslie credit for their founding.
In Mathews, the followers of Peter Ainslie met in the home of his daughter, Mrs.
Joseph Bohannon and founded the Ephesus Christian Church in 1835. Eventually, there
were complaints of disorder, and a second church was established. In 1858, the Westville
Christian Church was constituted and accepted charter members of the Ephesus Church.
Peter Ainslie II was listed in the church registry as its first pastor. [27]
As a result of these events in Baptist churches between 1820 and 1850, many
members withdrew to form the churches based upon Mr. Campbell’s teachings. The
Baptist churches that survived settled upon a solid Arminian doctrine of salvation based
upon a person’s decision to trust in Jesus Christ. Also, there was some confusion as to the
biblical meaning of baptism. This meant that the differences between Baptist and
Methodist doctrines were minimized, thus making intermarriage more acceptable.

Post Script
Maybe you have heard the story about the man who lived on an island alone. One day
a visitor came to his island and saw that there were two church buildings, and yet there
was only one island resident. So he asked, “Why are there two churches?” And the reply
was, “That’s the one I used to belong to and now I belong to this one.” Why are there so
many church denominations? The answer is that there are so many opinions and
interpretations of Scripture.
In this article, I have dealt with a brief span of local history when this community was
affected by men who believed that God through Scripture was leading them to preach the
gospel in this small part of the world. People of faith can be thankful for all those who
strive to serve God and His people.

27 Hunt, L. Roane, Founders of the Westville Christian Church of Mathews County, Virginia, FTS, Vol. 7, No. 1,
pp. 3-10, 2003
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Updates of Gloucester Cemeteries
Compiled by Robert W. Plummer

BEULAH BAPTIST CHURCH
5490 Ware Neck Road, Schley, VA 23061
The following cemetery records provide the first update to Harry
Jordan's More Cemeteries of Gloucester County, VA. This covers the
period from 1995 through Jan. 30, 2013
McKINNEY
Jody Foster
Joe Mack
Dec 2, 1956
Dec 31, 1955
Jan. 21, 2001
Married August 23, 1973

SINGING WITH THE ANGELS
Elva Smith WOOD
Nov. 7, 1921 — July 12, 2003
James L. BROTHERS
May 2, 1914
Feb. 17, 1998

Mildred W. BROTHERS
Oct. 3, 1911
Aug. 14, 2004

Everett Monroe NUTTALL
Nov 15, 1934

Rachel Pickens NUTTALL
Mar 31, 1934
Jan. 7, 2009
OTTARSON

Edward P. JR.
Nov. 26,1921
July 11, 2002

Eliza N.
July 24, 1919

Edward Paul OTTARSON JR
SC1 US NAVY — WORLD WAR II
Nov. 26, 1921 - Jul. 11, 2002
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NUTTALL
E. Rudolph
Aug. 9, 1914
May 1, 2007

Louise S.
Oct. 24, 1914
Jan. 24, 1998

Louise Smith NUTTALL
Oct. 24, 1914 - Jan. 24, 1998
LOVING WIFE, MOTHER, AND GRANDMOTHER

EDWIN RUDOLPH NUTTALL
SF1 US NAVY
Aug. 9, 1914 - May 1, 2007
NUTTALL
William T.
Dec. 26, 1923

Shirley M.
Dec. 16, 1925
Dec. 22, 2005
JOHNSTON

Hugh B.
1903 - 1982

Mary N.
1917 - 2009
HUDGINS

Samuel E.
Dec. 18, 1923
May 22, 2008

Jean E.
May 14, 1932
March 30, 2011

Paul C. CHANEY
Oct. 14, 1933 - Jan. 26, 1997
Della M. SCOTT
Nov. 18, 1907 - Feb. 26, 1995

FOSTER
FATHER
John Sidney, Sr.
May 10, 1932

MOTHER
Joyce Hudgins
Oct 16, 1937
Oct 25, 2001
SINGING WITH THE ANGELS

REST IN PEACE

Harold Joseph DAOUST
SGT US ARMY — VIETNAM
Oct. 26 1933 — Mar. 20 1995
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Nancy “Nan” Nuttall SCHWEICKARDT
October 11, 1954
December 30, 1995

John “Jack” Charles SCHWEICKARDT
February 25, 1952

Helen Bristow NUTTALL
July 19, 1922
June 11, 2005

Alvin Deal
July 28,
June 13,
US NAVY

NUTTALL
James M., JR.
Jan. 13, 1926
Feb. 10, 2003
GM3C (LC), US NAVY, WWII, LST 750

NUTTALL
1922
2005
WWII

Ann Ruth
Jan 15, 1923

Wilfred L. LYNCH
1937 — 2000
Jimmie C. ADKINS
Dec. 29, 1929 — Jan. 16, 1997
JENKINS
Lucy V. “Dollbaby”
July 14, 1939
Nov. 16, 2003

Lloyd V. Sr.
Nov. 8, 1931
Sept. 2, 1992

Samuel Pitts CHAPMAN
SSGT US AIR FORCE
Aug. 5, 1932 — Dec. 14, 2001
John “Jack” Edward CHAPMAN Sr.
SN US NAVY — KOREA
Sept. 25, 1938 — Jun. 15, 1996
Harry Martin CHAPMAN
Nov. 8, 1942 — Jan. 1, 2005
Floyd B. HORSLEY
1933 — 2008

BELVIN
Malvin T. Jr.
Nov. 11, 1943
Aug. 14, 2007
Vol. 17, No. 1

Charlotte A.
Jan. 1, 1945
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NEWINGTON BAPTIST CHURCH
Main Street Gloucester
The following cemetery records provide the first update to Harry
Jordan's More Cemeteries of Gloucester County, VA. This covers the
period from 1995 through Oct. 4, 2012.
Marguerite Wiatt RHODES
July 16, 1919 — July 15, 2009
1 Corinthians 13:13 "But the Greatest of these is love"
BOWMAN
Oliver Lee JR.
Feb 4 1928
Jun 25 1998
CMSGT US Air Force
WWII Korea Vietnam

Betty Jean
Apr 26 1931

Elizabeth Robins STANSELL
Sept 21 1928 — Jan. 16 1997
STERLING
Married June 22, 1944
David Carter
Frances Foster
May 28 1924
Jan 9 1926
Dec 2, 2004
COX
Willis F
Jan. 24, 1927
Aug. 25, 2008

Rosemary C
Nov. 23 1930
Oct. 27, 2007

Gene Carter BOWMAN
Oct. 2, 1942 — Jan. 30, 1997
Clementine Rhodes BOWMAN
Sept. 4, 1917 — Sept. 28, 1998
COOPER
Olen
1916
2001

Gladys L.
1920

Elizabeth M. JONES
1920 — 2005
Beloved Mother
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McCULLEN
Ann Fields
Oct. 8, 1942 - Feb. 7, 1999

Gerald Michael
Mar 3, 1938 —

Charles A. MITCHELL, III
June 21, 1957 — December 12, 2007
Margaret James CLEMENTS
February 14, 1907 — May 7, 2000

WOODARD
James S.
Wealtha W.
Sept. 17, 1904 - Apr. 20 1981
Jan. 9, 1917 - June 19, 2009
SHACKELFORD
Edward G.
February 7, 1938
April 19, 2004

Mildred S.
May 14, 1941

Virginia S. TRIBBY
July 16, 1915 — Sept. 20, 2003
Beloved Mother & Friend
John Bolling COX
Aug. 13, 1927 — Feb. 20, 2003
Ellen Jannette RIGGAN
July 28, 1938 — Feb. 23, 2005
Psalm 23: The Lord is my shepherd
Jeffrey L Spence Jr
1990 — 2008
Mary Evelyn CLEMENTS
September 2, 1913 — April 12, 2012

GWYN
Patricia R.
1940

Boyd W.
1935
2004
OLIVER

Edwin Ira
Aug 28, 1913
June 16, 1989
Vol. 17, No. 1

Madeline Jenkins
June 5, 1917
August 23, 1998
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Birdie Josephine PARKER
Mar. 29, 1923 — Nov. 29, 2006
HALL
Herbert D.
April 26, 1925
Oct. 1, 1993

E. Arlene
Jan. 26, 1926
Dec. 18, 2009

Grace Stubblefield CORR
Sept. 4, 1911 — Sept. 19, 2003
Emily Garrett SHACKELFORD
Oct. 30, 1914 — Mar. 11, 2003
Louise Mele HARNDEN
Daughter of Maria Pollard JONES & Thomas MELE
August 9, 1922 — March 10, 1999
CALLIS
Pearl Loray
Dec 9, 1903
Mar 24, 1996

Roland Clinton
May 1, 1893
June 5, 1945

God is my Refuge and my Strength
LOWE
Son
Mother
Father
Floyd M. Jr.
Betty Blick
Floyd Meredith
Oct. 7, 1948
May 3, 1913
June 8, 1911
Mar. 13, 2002
Oct. 22, 1999
Marvin Ray JORDAN
A1C US AIR FORCE
Sep 22 1936 — Oct 2 2001
Lawrence S BAILEY
T SGT US ARMY World War II
Jul 27 1918 — Feb 18 2001
RILEE
Willard C.
Dec. 28, 1918
Feb. 20, 2005

Lydia O.
Oct. 1, 1921

RILEE
Amory P
June 6, 1930
April 5, 2005
SGT US ARMY KOREAN WAR
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Kathleen Dudley RILEE
Wife, Mother, Friend
July 5, 1923 — February 19, 2006
GOD BLESS AMERICA
HALL
J. Ellis .
May 15, 1918

Elizabeth H.
July 28, 1917
Nov. 20, 2010
•

*

*

*

*

SINGLETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5869 Ware Neck Road (Rt 623)
The following cemetery records provide the first update to Harry
Jordan's More Cemeteries of Gloucester County, VA. This covers the
period from 1995 through Jan. 30, 2013
HOGGE
Stephen Watson
Dec. 3, 1904
Dec. 11. 1977

Elsie Tappen
Oct. 22, 1914
Feb. 1, 1996

Mary Catherine SOUTH
Oct. 31, 1908 — May 26, 2003

ROWE
Lewis Franklin
August 9, 1917
February 27, 1987

Martha Marie
January 17, 1919
July 31, 1997
Together Forever

Edward J. BROWN
1902 — 1988

KING
Charles Edward, Sr.
July 26, 1901
March 20, 1969
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Roberta Brown
February 11, 1904
June 24, 1997
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JAMES
Andrew. SR.
July 2, 1914
December 27, 2004

Josephine Brown
July 7, 1915
Nov. 3, 2007

Emily E. NUTTALL
Nov. 14, 1914 — Oct. 13, 2003
BROWN
Claude C.
Feb. 26, 1904
Nov. 13, 1988

Alice V.
May 25, 1908
June 7, 1997

Alice Haywood FOSTER
Jan. 16, 1899 — May 11, 1987
Alice Foster BOWERS
Mar. 18, 1923 — June 16, 1995
George Franklin BOWERS
Sept. 15, 1918 — May 6, 2000
Jeanette Cooke GILL
1922 — 2011
Jimmy Floyd EMORY
1948 — 2012
Clyde H. CASEY, Jr.
October 1, 1936 — June 12, 1998
CASEY
Clyde H. Sr.
Dec. 4, 1895
Apr. 8, 1969

Peace of God
passeth all
understanding

Elizabeth R.
Aug. 20, 1913
Feb. 14, 1997

Gladys V. ROBINS
Aug. 18, 1909 — Mar. 15, 1997
Elizabeth Shunk Hudgins ROBINS
Sept. 30, 1907 — June 13, 2007
Harry Truitt Parsons TAPPAN
Oct. 23, 1914 — Mar. 19, 2007
He was always there
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ROBINS
Charles F.
1903 - 1993

Mary C.
1912 - 2004
BROWN

Elwood T.
April 16, 1891
Oct. 4, 1975

Lillian H.
June 30, 1895
Dec. 7, 1986
BROWN

Kathleen H.
1924 -1967

B. Howard
1912 - 1996
FIELD

William S. III
May 31, 1935

Ann Hutcheson
Feb. 5, 1938
Nov. 19, 2001

Gregory Todd SKURUPEY
SSGT US AIR FORCE
Mar. 4, 1966 — Mar. 3, 2001

Douglas Alexander BROWN
Jan. 3, 1963 — Nov. 18, 2010

SMITH
Kenneth Brown
Sept. 5, 1924
Jan 27, 2010

Jean Diggs
Sept 14, 1931

BROWN
Samuel J.
March 19, 1924
July 28, 1984

Marianne T.
September 21, 1926
June 22, 2003
BROWN

Joseph W. Jr.

Mary Ann
September 3, 1925
January 17, 1997
BROWN

Dr. William Brushwood
May 31, 1930
June 27, 2010

Vol. 17, No. 1

Frances Marie Tharpe
May 31, 1930
April 27, 2005
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SMITH
E. Guy
July 22, 1904
January 30, 1994

Mildred Hogg
September 20, 1906
August 3, 2005
CRITTENDEN

Dr. William W. Jr.
October 6, 1925
July 19, 2001
ROYALS
Terriel H., Sr. “Pete”
Nov. 7, 1933
June 10, 1998
SMITH
Peter William, III
Feb. 8, 1910
Sept. 21, 1996

Audrey Quinn
Mar. 18, 1913
Dec. 22, 2004

Arena Hunter STONE
July 28, 1947 — December 2, 1995
MOORE
Robert W.
Feb. 8, 1921
July 12, 1989

Louise Brown
May 15, 1921
May 1, 2010
HAYES

Harold D.
Dec. 15, 1932

Edith Brown
Feb. 20, 1932
Sept. 19, 2008

Alice Graham WILLIAMS
July 8, 1929 — April 19, 2003
RN
Gloria Jean MONTFORT
April 30, 1952 — April 23, 1998
Ian Michael GAY
June 13, 2006 — June 15, 2006
HOGGE
JR
1922-1998
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