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The Editor's Page—
Genealogy is mostly just a form of mystery, and genealogists
are detectives. This issue of the Family Tree Searcher takes us
way back in time to look at some ancient mysteries.
Take, for example, our article by Mark Sutton presenting the
story of Big Island. Though records can tell us only about what
has happened since the 19th century, we are reminded that the
uniqueness of Big Island is believed to have been known to
Native Americans long before Europeans first sailed in our local
waters. That far back in time remains a mystery.

Lee Brown

Author John S. Maddaus seeks to solve the mystery of an enigmatic book from 1769
that had been owned by someone named William O. Mott. There are two mysteries here –
who really wrote Sermons to Asses (was it Benjamin Franklin?), and how has it changed
hands over the last two and a half centuries?
Edward Porteus arrived in Virginia nearly a century before the mysterious printing of
Sermons to Asses. He acquired property in the western part of the county, married and
had a child. After his death his son took the Porteus name back to England, leaving it only
in the earliest county land records and on a gravestone that never seems to have marked a
grave. The mystery of the old gravestone is multi-faceted – there’s the question of why it
was not used as more than a stepping stone and the question of the origin of the
gravestone. The answer to the second question takes us back farther into time than one
might expect from a genealogical journal.
By the time that an observer on Big Island could have first seen Mr. Porteus sail up the
York River or Mr. Mott sail into the Mobjack Bay and from there up the North River, the
Seawell family was already establishing themselves in the county. The historic building we
know as Seawell’s Ordinary has served several roles since its construction – home, tavern,
racing center, battle headquarters, and recently a commercial office – and the family’s
history is equally varied. Separate inquiries to our local detectives have prompted articles
about the famous tavern and race track operated by generations of the family and the
distinguished military career of one of its members.
This issue of the FTS announces the availability of two new publications of local
historical and genealogical interest. You will just have to read to discover what they are.
So put on your Sherlock Holmes cap and enjoy the following pages. Then get back to
work doing your own detective work on your own family mysteries.

Lee Brown, Editor
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Seawell’s Ordinary
A Colonial Tavern, Race Track, Revolutionary War
Site, and 20th-Century Roadside Restaurant
By Stephen Fonzo
In 2011, DATA Investigations received threatened sites funds from the Virginia
Department of Historic Resources to analyze the late Dr. Frank Farmer's unpublished
1978 excavations at Seawell's Ordinary. The following article is adapted from a
research report written by Stephen Fonzo to inform that archaeological analysis and
to provide a detailed historical context for this local landmark site.

Seawell’s Ordinary, a tavern and race track from the mid-18th century to mid-19th
century and landmark restaurant from 1956 to 2007, is one of Gloucester County’s most
significant historic landmarks, noteworthy for its association with the Revolutionary War,
intact archaeological deposits, and colonial architecture. The property is associated with
some of the earliest colonial horse races in Virginia, the Battle of the Hook (October 3,
1781), several decades of operation as a tavern owned by the Seawell family of Gloucester
County, and over fifty years of operation as a modern roadside restaurant. Seawell’s
Ordinary retains its architectural and archaeological integrity despite its location along a
major transportation corridor, US Route 17. The house has survived physical relocation
during the construction of the south bound lanes of the highway and still possesses intact
interior and exterior structural elements, design, and stylistic detail despite sitting on a
modern foundation. The building has been locally significant since the mid-18th century
due to its relatively continuous use as a dining establishment and the careful preservation
and restoration of the building by later owner-operators W.C. King Jr., James Edgar and
Maggie Emerson, and Eleanor Evans. Surrounding the house, an archaeological site
discovered in 1978 (44GL0120) contains at least two trash pits and several postholes with
c. 1740 domestic and tavern artifacts. The house and site at Seawell’s Ordinary offer
glimpses into family -run household taverns during the colonial and early national periods.
A historical chronology of this location, from its beginnings as a land grant to its current
status as a local landmark, provides a deeper understanding of the diverse people and
events that have shaped Gloucester County.
In 1675, Thomas Seawell received a grant of 150 acres in Gloucester County, located
in “Abingdon Parish… along the edge of the highlands and the woods,” and near the “Great
Road to Tindall’s Point.” [1] Thomas and Mary Seawell settled on this land or a nearby
property shortly after receiving the grant, for they appear in the Abingdon Parish Register

1. Thomas Sewell, June 15, 1675, 150 acres in Gloucester County, “adjoining to the lands of Daniel Langham,
Robert Coleman &c.,” Land Office Patents No. 6, 1666 -1679 (Pt. 1 & 2, p.1 -692), p. 560 (Reel 6). Richmond:
Library of Virginia. The proximity of Seawell’s land to the “Great Road,” the colonial precursor to US Route
17, is inferred from the descriptions of his neighbors’ land grants. Specifically, the contemporary 440 -acre
grant of Thomas and Jeffrey Graves was described as adjoining Robert Coleman on the “Great Road to
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in 1680 for the baptism of their son, Thomas Jr. [2] Information on the first two generations
of Seawells in Gloucester County is scarce, but the Abingdon Parish Register does include
Joseph Seawell (c. 1710 – c. 1786), possibly the son or younger brother of Thomas Seawell
Jr., as well as his wife Elizabeth (d. c. 1787) [3]. Secondary sources state that the original
building at Seawell’s Ordinary was constructed in 1712 as a residence, but that it was not
until 1757 that owner Joseph Seawell expanded the house with an addition and opened it
as a public house or ordinary[4] .
Joseph Seawell was hosting horse races on the property as early as 1739, and some of
the subscription meets and related notices were advertised in the Virginia Gazette[5].
Historian Fairfax Harrison considers these events in Gloucester County, specifically at
Joseph Seawell’s track, to be among the first distance horse races (as opposed to quarter
matches) in Virginia[6]. Course racing, introduced in England in the early 1700s, was
imported—along with the race horses themselves—to the colonies, contributing to the
development of sport and elite gentry culture in the New World[7]. Local oral history
relates that George Washington frequented Seawell’s Ordinary and attended races there
while in Gloucester County visiting his relatives at Warner Hall[8] .

Tindall’s Point.” Land Office Patents No. 6, 1666 -1679 (pt.1 & 2 p.1 -692), p. 548 (Reel 6), cited in Frank
Farmer, “Seawell’s Ordinary” (research notes), Gloucester County Archaeology Project, 1979-1981.
2. Robert W. Robins, The Register of Abingdon Parish, Gloucester County, Virginia, 1677 -1780, Arlington, Va.,
Hanford House, 1981. Cited in Farmer, 1979 -1981.
3. Unless otherwise noted, birth and death dates are taken from Allen R. Cooke, “Cary Family of Gloucester, VA
– Seawell Compressed Pedigree” (website), http://warehambranch.com/SeawellJH.aspx (accessed June 2011);
“Seawell Family,” William and Mary College Quarterly Historical Magazine , Vol. 8, No. 1. Jul., 1899, pp. 54 62; and Maria Edwards, “Seawell Family Records” (manuscript dated 22 June 1859), published in Roger C.
Davis, “Some Gloucester Connections of Virgil M. Forrest and Lucy V. Seawell,” The Family Tree Searcher ,
Vol. 5, No. 1 (June 2001): 20 -37.
4. Jon Cawley, "Historic Restaurant Closes: For Nearly 60 Years, Seawell's Ordinary Restaurant and Tavern Was a
Culinary Constant In Gloucester County." Daily Press. July 12, 2007; Debbie Nunley and Karen Jane Elliott, A
taste of Virginia history : a guide to historic eateries and their recipes , Winston-Salem, NC: John F. Blair, 2004.
5. The Virginia Gazette (Parks), January 11, 1740, p. 4: “This is to give Notice, That there will be run for, at Mr.
Joseph Seawell’s, in Gloucester County, on the First Thursday in April next, a Purse of Thirty Pistoles, by any
Horse, Mare, or Gelding; all siz’d Horses to carry 140, and Galloways to be allowed Weight for Inches; to pay
One Pistole Entrance if a Subscriber, if not, Two; and the Entrance Money to go to the Second Horse, &c. And
on the Day following, on the same Course, there will be a Saddle, Bridle, and Housing, of Five Pounds Value,
to be run for, by any Horse, Mare, or Gelding, that never won a Prize of that Value Four Miles before; each
Horse, &c. to pay Five Shillings Entrance, and that to go to the Horse that comes in Second. And on the Day
Following, there is to be run for, by Horses not exceeding 13 Hands, a Hunting Saddle, Bridle, and Whip; each
Horse to pay Two Shillings and Six Pence at Entrance, to be given to the Horse that comes in Second; Happy
is he that can get the lightest Rider. N.B. The Gentlemen that are Subscribers for the Purse, are desir’d to pay
their Money to Mr. William Nelson at York, or to Mr. Ralph Wormley, of Middlesex”; The Virginia Gazette
(Parks), 4 May 1739: “Stolen or stray’d from the Subscriber, at Mr. Joseph Seawell’s on North River, in
Gloucester County, on the Fifth Day of April last, a large very dark bay pacing Horse, branded on the near
Buttock TM; has a switch Tail, a hanging Mane, and a small Star in his Forehead. Had on, when he was stolen
away, a large hunting Saddle, with a small Slit cut in the Seat with a Knife, and blue fring’d Housing. Whoever
will bring the said Horse to the Subscriber, in the aforesaid County; or give Intelligence of him, so that he
may be had again, shall have a Pistole Reward, paid by me, John Boswell.”
6. Fairfax Harrison, “The Equine F.F.V.’s: A Study of the Evidence for the English Horses Imported into Virginia
before the Revolution,” The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography , Vol. 35, No. 4 (Oct., 1927), pp. 329 370.
7. John Eisenberg, “Off to the Races: Before the American Revolution, no Thoroughbred did more for racing's
growing popularity than a plucky mare named Selima,” Smithsonian Magazine, August 2004.
8. Sinclair, Caroline Baytop. Gloucester's Past In Pictures, The Donning Company, 1991; Margie P. Clements,
“Seawell's Ordinary, Which Once Served French Officers of the Revolution, Now Being Restored,” GloucesterMathews Daily Press, February 25, 1955. Margie Clements relates that Judge Taylor, who lived at Rosewell in
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Seawell’s Ordinary was an important advance point for Revolutionary American and
French troops during the Battle of the Hook on October 3, 1781, and was the headquarters
of General George Weedon[9]. Lord Cornwallis began the Siege of Yorktown in September
1781, setting up fortifications in Yorktown and Gloucester Point. The French and American
troops mobilized, moving considerable distances over land to thwart further advances into
Virginia while also blockading the mouth of the York River. At the end of September,
French troops under the command of the Marquis de Choisy landed at Deacon’s
Warehouse, marching to meet General Weedon’s militia encampment at Ware Church, while
Duc de Lauzun’s Legion marched overland from West Point in King William County. British
Lt. Colonel Banistre Tarleton and 230 of his legion, stationed at Gloucester Point, moved
northward through the county in order to confiscate supplies. Lauzun’s Legion and militia
under Lt. Col. John Mercer met at Seawell’s Ordinary to repel Tarleton’s troops, and after
successfully confining them to Gloucester Point, Choisy wrote to General George
Washington, “that by our arrival at Saoul’s Tavern we have met with the ennemi who was in
number about 500 men Cavalry and Infantry, that the Cavalry of the Duc of Lauzun has
attaqued them, pierced throug and that we have had a great advantage on them…”
stressing that the British suffered 30 casualties and adding, “we are quickly in our Camp
where I expect you will join tomorrow as we have al. agreed.”[10] A French map shows the
location of military units and significant sites during the Battle of the Hook, including
Weedon’s headquarters at Seawell’s Ordinary and Choisy’s infantry lines immediately to
the south (Figure 1)[11]. Maria Edwards, a Seawell descendant, recalled in the mid-19th
century that French officers “spent a great deal of time and money” at the tavern during
the campaign[12]. In addition to the services he provided officers, Joseph Seawell
contributed £2,130 to the Commonwealth of Virginia, through General Nelson, to finance
the Revolution[13].

the early 20th century, spoke of Washington attending races at Seawell’s Ordinary while visiting his
grandparents. Barta Hogg asserts that Washington never stayed at the ordinary but that he may have
attended races while visiting family. Barta W. Hogg, “The Ordinaries Reflect Life in Old Virginia,” GazetteJournal (Gloucester-Mathews), 18 April 1974, p. 8 -A. Later in life, Washington did purchase an Arabian horse
from the lineage of Selima, the legendary victor of William Byrd III’s 4 -mile race at Anderson’s Race Ground
in Gloucester County on December 5, 1752. Whether Washington attended this race or whether the race
ground was associated with Seawell’s Ordinary is unknown. See Virginia Journal, Mar. 24, 1785, cited in
Donald Jackson and Dorothy Twohig, eds., The Diaries of George Washington, Vol. 4, The Papers of George
Washington, Charlottesville, University Press of Virginia, 1978: 234; and Eisenberg, “Off to the Races.”
9. Robert A. Selig, Revolutionary War Route and Transportation Survey in the Commonwealth of Virginia, 1781 1782: A Historical and Architectural Survey . Richmond, Virginia, Department of Historic Resources, 2009;
Letter, September 29, 1781, General George Weedon to General George Washington from "Camp Ware
Church": “Dear Sir, I am honor’d with your excellency’s favor 27th and I am happy to find this (pass) is to be
succored with a more respectable body of troops than our present force, for my own part with the greatest
cheerfulness take the orders of any senior officer your excellency may please to send here, and I am sure the
Duke de Lauzun will also pay the most perfect respect to your wish. I yesterday made a forage at Abington
Church from oats and barley belonging to Colonel Warner Lewis, by that gentleman’s desire. The covering
party consisted of three Militia battalions of Infantry: were advanced as low down as Seawell’s. They were
supported by 100 horses from the Duke de Lauzun’s Legion with 30 militia dragoons.”
10. John E. Selby, The Revolution in Virginia 1775 -1783, Williamsburg, Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, 1988:
286-305; Selig, Revolutionary War Route and Transportation Survey , September 29, 1781 – October 4, 1781,
pp. 1-24. Cited in Camille Wells, Ware House Report, White Marsh, VA, DATA Investigations, 2011.
11. Joachim DuPerron, Journal Particulier D'Une Campagne Aux Indes Occidentales (1781-1782) (Paris, 1898),
reproduced in Selig, Revolutionary War Route and Transportation Survey .
12. Roger C. Davis, “Some Gloucester Connections,” p. 22.
13. B. Todd Robin Manuscript, VDHR Seawell’s Ordinary research file. References Journal of the Virginia House
of Delegates, 1831 -1832, Document No. 9.
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Figure 1. DuPerron 1781-1782 map, Battle of the Hook.
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Area of Operations on Gloucester County
A= Camp of Choisy’s infantry forces [i.e., the 800 men sent by de Grasse]
B= Camp of Lauzun’s Legion with the infantry aligned along road
C= Seawell’s Ordinary, Weedon’s Headquarters
D= Abingdon Church, served as a hospital
E= House where Choisy established his headquarters
F= Location of Tarleton when charged by Lauzun on 3 October 1781
G= Location of French forces at the end of the Battle of the Hook
H= Location of British infantry that attacked Lauzun’s flank on 3 October 1781
L= French post charged with guarding the creek and preventing a British landing
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Joseph and Elizabeth Seawell had at least
Family of Joseph Seawell
three children born between 1730 and 1746—
Joseph, John, and Sarah[14]. Sometime before
Joseph Seawell, b. abt 1710, d. abt 1786
1786, Joseph Seawell died, leaving part of his
+m. Elizabeth ?, d. abt 1787
estate to his widow, Elizabeth, and the other part
John Seawell, b. abt 1730
presumably to his sons Joseph and John [15]. The
+ Jane Boswell, b. abt 1739
earliest census records for Gloucester County,
Jane Seawell, b. 1757, d. 1806
compiled from the 1784 population
John Seawell, b. 1760, d. 1806
enumerations, list three Seawell households in
Elizabeth Seawell, d. 1807
Abingdon Parish—Joseph, John, and Elizabeth.
Dolly Seawell
The surviving Joseph Seawell, who ran the
Joseph Seawell, d. 1793
ordinary, had a household of nine free whites,
Joseph Seawell, b. 1755, d. 1802
one dwelling, and three additional buildings[16].
Sarah Seawell, d. 1746
Sometime shortly after the end of 1786,
Elizabeth Seawell died, leaving her portion of the estate to her grandson John (1760-1806),
son of John[17]. Joseph Seawell Jr.’s license to keep an ordinary in Gloucester County was
recorded in the county’s personal property tax books for the years 1788 and 1795-1797,
and during the last three years the assessor noted that Seawell also had a billiards table as
he had during the years of the Revolution[18]. Between 1794 and 1804, Joseph Seawell Jr.
sold several properties, including the Ordinary tract, to his brother John and/or his nephew
John[19].
John Seawell (1730-1806) and Jane Boswell had four children—John, Elizabeth, Jane,
and Dolly[20] . His son, John Jr. (1760 -1806) already had a large family of ten children, and
when both father and son died in 1806, the complex division of the Seawell estate lands
began[21]. Including his inheritance from his grandmother Elizabeth and the purchases
from Joseph Seawell, John Seawell Jr. owned over 1,700 acres in Gloucester County by
1804. In 1807 most of the land passed to the three eldest children, John Boswell Seawell,
Sterling Seawell, and Frances Seawell[22]. Sterling Seawell inherited 201 acres

14. WMQ, Vol. 8, No. 1. Jul., 1899, p. 54.
15. lbid., p. 56. The will of Joseph Seawell does not survive in Gloucester County records, but in her 1786 will,
Elizabeth Seawell notes that, “my deceased husband, Joseph Seawell, by his last will, gave me the right of
disposing of half my dower (lands excepted) at my death, in case I should not marry, to whom I please.”
16. First Census of the United States, Gloucester County, Virginia, 1784. John Seawell’s household included
seven free whites, one dwelling, and six additional buildings. Elizabeth Seawell lived by herself. Evidence
that Joseph Seawell Jr. ran the ordinary during the Revolutionary War rather than Joseph Seawell, Sr. comes
from descendant Maria Edwards’ 1859 genealogy, in which she identifies her great-uncle Joe (son of Joseph
and Elizabeth Seawell) as the tavern proprietor.
17. “Will of Elizabeth Seawell,” WMQ, Vol. 8, No. 1. Jul., 1899, p. 56.
18. Gloucester County Personal Property Tax Books.
19. A comparison of Gloucester County Land Tax Books from 1794 to 1804 reveals the piecemeal sale of
properties to John Seawell by Joseph, notably 190 acres in 1794 and 131.5 acres in 1802. By 1804, Joseph
Seawell was only taxed on 25 acres. Prior to 1795, he had owned 560 acres.
20. WMQ, Vol. 8, No. 1. Jul., 1899, p. 54.
21. “Will of John Seawell,” WMQ, Vol. 8, No. 1. (July 1899), p. 60; Maria Edwards, “Seawell Family Records”
(manuscript dated 22 June 1859), published by Roger C. Davis, “Some Gloucester Connections of Virgil M.
Forrest and Lucy V. Seawell,” The Family Tree Searcher , Vol. 5, No. 1 (June 2001), p. 25. John and Jane
Boswell Seawell’s ten children were, in order of birth: John Boswell; Sterling; Frances Green; Courtney;
Overton; Thomas Machen; Jane; Francis Thornton; Benjamin; and Washington.
22. The 1807 Gloucester Land Tax Book shows that John Boswell Seawell received 469 acres, Sterling received
391, Frances received 520 (from John Seawell, Sr.), and 350 acres remained in the estate.
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encompassing the Ordinary along with a 190-acreFamily
property
hisBoswell
father
of also
Johnpurchased
Seawell &by
Jane
from Joseph Seawell[23]. For the next three decades, ownership and stewardship of the
b. 1760, d.to1806
ordinary would pass from one heir to another, John
each Seawell,
in turn working
keep the tavern and
+m.
Frances
Hobday,
b.
abt
1762, d. abt 1814
race track operating.
John Boswell Seawell, b. 1780, d. 1844

By the time of the 1810 Census, there were four Seawell households recorded in
+m. Maria Henry Tyler, b. 1784, d. 1843
Gloucester County[24]. Sterling Seawell, owner of the ordinary, had a household of 7
Sterling Seawell, d. abt 1813
free and 23 enslaved persons. The Gloucester County
Land Tax Books first identified
Frances Green Seawell, d. 1857
the 201-acre Ordinary Tract as such in 1812 with the note, “Highlands including the
+m. William Edwards IV
Ordinary Tract,” demonstrating continuity of the property
with the original 1675
Courtneyadded
Seawell,the
b. abt
1795,
d. 1855
Thomas Seawell grant. In 1813 and 1814 the tax assessor
note,
“This
tract
+m.
Thomas
Cluverius
includes the Racefield & Ordinary Tract.” Sterling Seawell was listed as deceased after
Overton Seawell
1813[25].
Thomas Machen Seawell, b. 1795, d. 1871

The earliest records of Virginia building values
date to 1820, although the 1815
+m. Mildred H. ?, b. 1792
county personal property tax books do record the Jane
value
of buildings assessed above $500.
Seawell
The only Seawell with a recorded 1815 building value was Sterling’s older brother, John B.
+m. Peyton Burwell
Seawell of “Little England,” whose $4,000 dwelling was the most valuable in the county
Francis Thornton Seawell
along with Philip Tabb’s “Toddsbury.” [26] Knowing that the ordinary was standing at this
Benjamin Seawell, b. 1801
time, it is clear that the building was $500 or less in value and thus was not listed in the
+m. Rebecca Burwell Perrin, b. 1802, d. 1873
1815 personal property tax book. In 1820 the house was attributed to the estate of
Washington Seawell, b. 1802, 1888
Sterling Seawell (deceased), valued at $1,005.00 and part of a 201-acre property described
+m 1st. Martha Mackey
as “The Ordinary Tract,” valued in total at $2,261.25 [27].
+m 2nd Mary Bulitt

The property remained in Sterling Seawell’s estate, unchanged in value, from 1820 to
1834, and his younger brothers kept the ordinary open[28]. Overton Seawell was licensed
to keep a house of private entertainment in 1815 and also maintained a retail merchant
license from 1815 through 1817 before relocating to Richmond[29]. Overton, born
sometime before 1795, served as an adjutant in Gloucester County’s 21st Regiment of
Virginia Militia from 1813 to 1815 alongside other prominent citizens such as Nathaniel
Burwell, Mann Page, Robert Thruston, John Dixon, William Robins, and John Whiting [30].
An 1818 tavern license granted to William Crittenden may represent the temporary

23. Comparison of the will of John Seawell (1760 -1806), Gloucester County Land Tax Books, and the Gloucester
County Personal Property Tax Book for 1815 (which lists some houses) makes it evident that John B. Seawell
inherited Little England, near Gloucester Point, while Sterling Seawell inherited Seawell’s Ordinary.
24. U.S. 1810 Census, Gloucester County, Virginia. Sterling Seawell (7 free; 23 enslaved); ; Joseph Seawell (7 free;
2 enslaved); James S. Seawell (6 free; 55 enslaved); and Frances Seawell (12 free; 60 enslaved).
25. Gloucester County Land Tax Books.
26. Camille Wells, “Gloucester County Personal Property Tax List For 1815: Ware House in an Analysis of Elite
House Values,” 2011.
27. Gloucester County Land Tax Books.
28. Census records from 1820 record three Seawell households in Gloucester County: Joseph Seawell (5 free, 3
employed in agriculture); John B. Seawell (9 free; 32 enslaved; 15 employed in agriculture; and 4 employed in
manufacturing); and Thomas M. Seawell (3 free; 8 enslaved; 6 employed in agriculture; and 1 employed in
manufacturing). By 1830, there were five Seawell households in Gloucester County: Benjamin Seawell (5
free); Frances Seawell (3 free); Thomas Seawell (5 free; 13 enslaved); another Benjamin Seawell (5 free; 3
enslaved); and John B. Seawell (11 free; 18 enslaved). U.S. 1820 & 1830 Census, Gloucester County, Virginia.
29. Gloucester County Personal Property Tax Books.
30. Muster Roll of the Field and Staff Officers of the Twenty -First Regiment of Virginia Militia, commanded by
Lieutenant Colonel William Camp, in the Service of the United States during the years 1813, 1814 and 1815,”
Virginia Militia in the War of 1812, Volume II : Supplement to the Pay Rolls, printed and distributed in 1851,
Richmond, p. 11.
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operation of Seawell’s Ordinary by someone outside the family[31]. Thomas Machen
Seawell (b. 1795) took over the ordinary by 1822, the first year for which he obtained a
tavern license. In 1823, Thomas Clark was licensed as a retail merchant at Seawell’s
Ordinary, and from 1824 through 1827, Thomas Machen Seawell obtained retail and tavern
licenses from the county[32]. Manuscript account ledgers from this period illuminate the
goods and hospitality offered at Seawell’s Ordinary, revealing that races and hunts were
still taking place on the property. Thomas Machen Seawell offered meals, feed for horses
and hounds, and a variety of spirituous beverages including whiskey, punch, toddy, julep,
and grog[33]. Entries in the account of prominent Gloucester resident Mann Page show that
he “paid for one drink lost on race” on April 27, 1827, and “paid Tom Cary’s expences at
Race” in 1828 [34].
In 1835, the trustees of the Sterling Seawell estate sold the dwelling and land to Col.
Robert ColemanThruston[35]. A March 1836
Family of Col. Robert Coleman Thruston
plat by Gloucester County Surveyor Henry
Hughes shows that the Seawell’s Ordinary
Robert Coleman Thruston, b. 1783, d. 1857
property was resurveyed soon after the sale
+m. 1st Sarah Brown
and also depicts the house itself, with end
Ann Harwood Lewis Thruston, b. 1805
chimneys, sitting alongside the county road
Agnes Jane Thruston, d. 1808
between Gloucester Town and Gloucester
+m. John Walker Carter Catlett, b. 1803, d. 1883
Court House (Figures 2 and 3)[36]. The land
Eleanor Thruston, b. 1811
was resurveyed to contain 173.5 acres,
Dr. William Stevenson Thruston, b. 1813
although the land tax books continued to tax
Edward Taliaferro Thruston, b. 1817, d. 1893
Thruston on 201 acres until 1838, when the
+m. Julia Pryor Cary, b. 1821, d. 1884
taxable acreage was reduced to 171.5 acres,
with the assessor’s notation, “29.5 acres from +m. 2nd Mary Catlett, b. abt 1781, d. 1843
this piece short on survey.”
Mary Carter Thruston, b. 1824, d. 1855
Robert Thruston’s household in 1830
included himself, his wife, and six immediate
family members, along with 35 slaves [37]. By
1839, Thruston had sold 1.25 acres of the

+m. John Sinclair III, b. 1821, d. 1893
Sarah M. Thruston, b. 1827
+m. John N. Rose

31. Gloucester County Personal Property Tax Books. Frank Farmer notes that Seawell’s Ordinary may have been
called “Crittenden’s Tavern” at some point in the 19th century. “Seawell’s Ordinary” (research notes),
Gloucester County Archaeology Project, 1979-1981.
32. lbid.
33. Ledger of Thomas Machen Seawell, Account of Thomas Baytop, May -October 1827. From photocopy in the
research files of Frank Farmer, Gloucester County Archaeology Project, 1979-1981.
34. Clements, “Seawell’s Ordinary.” Jane Edwards, daughter of John Seawell and grand-daughter of Thomas
Machen Seawell, granted local historian and journalist Margie P. Clements access to her grandfather’s
business ledgers and informed her that she recalled seeing races at the ordinary as a young girl.
35. Gloucester County Land Tax Books. Robert Thruston (1787 -1857) owned several properties in Gloucester
County and was active in the social and civic life of the county, having served in the county militia as major
during the War of 1812 and later as colonel, and also as Gloucester County sheriff. Sources: Gravestone of
Col. Robert Thruston, Timberneck Cemetery, Gloucester County, Virginia; “Muster Roll Of the Field and Staff
Officers of the Twenty -First Regiment of Virginia Militia, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel William Camp,
in the Service of the United States during the years 1813, 1814 and 1815,” Virginia Militia in the War of 1812,
Volume II: Supplement to the Pay Rolls, printed and distributed in 1851, Richmond, p. 11; Gloucester County
Personal Property Tax Book 1825.
36. Gloucester County Surveyor’s Book 1: 155.
37. U.S. 1830 Census, Gloucester County, Virginia: 1830/ Pg.188/Ln.784/ Thruston, Robert --- TOTAL
RESIDENTS: (43), WHITE MALES: 10 under 15: (1), 15 under 20: (1), 20 under 30: (1), 40 under 50: (1), WHITE
FEMALES: under 5: (2), 5 under 10: (1), 30 under 40: (1), MALE SLAVES: under 10: (4), 10 under 24: (7), 24
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Figure 2. Col. Robert Thruston's 1836 survey of the 173.5-acre Seawell's Ordinary property.

Figure 3. Detail of 1836 Seawell’s Ordinary survey plat, showing the main dwelling.
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Ordinary Tract to Frances F. Taylor and by 1840 the value of the dwelling had decreased
from $1,005.00 to $300 while the land had increased in value from $1,056.76 to
$1,828.13 [38]. This inexplicable devaluation, mirrored in other Gloucester County
properties that year, likely reflects a reassessment. Further evidence of reassessment
appears in the land tax record for 1843, in which the assessor added the note, “763.295
error on assessors table too much building reduced from 1005 dollars to 300 and no
deduction on land.” By this year, Robert Thruston had sold 10.625 acres of the Ordinary
Tract to Benjamin C. Seawell, reducing the size of the property to 159.63 acres. Thruston’s
household remained roughly the same size through this period with the removal of only
one adult son and the addition of two new slaves[39]. The value of the dwelling increased
to $900 in 1851, probably reflecting another reassessment. Robert Thruston does not
appear in the 1850 Gloucester County Census. He died in 1857 at his Gloucester County
home, Lansdowne, and in 1858 the Seawell’s Ordinary property was transferred to his son
Edward Taliferro Thruston, resurveyed or augmented by additional inheritance to include
186 acres with the building assessed at $1,116.00 [40]. Whether or not this assessment
indicates a building improvement is uncertain.
Edward Taliferro Thruston was 42 years old in 1860, a farmer with $4,000 in real
estate and $10,200 in personal property[41]. E.T. Thruston owned Seawell’s Ordinary
through the war, and during the war years there were no land taxes collected or recorded.
In 1866, the 186 -acre property was still valued at $2,604, as it had been since 1857, but the
building was valued at only $396.00. This dramatic decrease suggests significant damage,
neglect, or removal of architectural elements or outbuildings during the war. The
Thrustons were a large, successful, and well-connected family in Gloucester County,
owning many properties, and it is likely that Edward T. Thruston continued to reside at
Lansdowne or one of the other estates during this period[42]. Who lived at Seawell’s
Ordinary from 1835 to 1870 and whether or not it remained in operation as a tavern are
both unclear, but one family account suggests that Dr. William T. Seawell used the building
as a private residence before the Civil War[43]. In 1870, a tax reassessment year, the
building again decreased in value to $354, and the assessor noted that the 186 acres were
surveyed to contain three discrete parcels: 159 acres, 21 acres, and 5 acres.
In 1874, County Commissioner M.B. Seawell transferred the property, reduced to 146
acres, to Richard Henry Hogg [44]. While R.H. Hogg was preparing the house for his family,

under 36: (4), 36 under 56: (1), FEMALE SLAVES: under 10: (4), 10 under 24: (7), 24 under 36: (4), 36 under 56:
(3), 56 under 100: (1).
38. Gloucester County Land Tax Books.
39. U.S. 1840 Census, Gloucester County, Virginia: 1840/ Pg.375/Ln.820/ Thruston, Robert --- TOTAL
RESIDENTS: (44), WHITE MALES: 20 under 30: (1), 50 under 60: (1), WHITE FEMALES: 10 under 15: (1), 15
under 20: (2), 40 under 50: (2), MALE SLAVES: under 10: (4), 10 under 24: (3), 24 under 36: (4), 36 under 56:
(5), FEMALE SLAVES: under 10: (9), 10 under 24: (4), 24 under 36: (5), 36 under 56: (3), Persons employed in Agriculture: (15).
40. “Notes and Queries,” The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography , Vol. 23, No. 4 (Oct., 1915): 434;
Gloucester County Land Tax Books.
41. U.S. 1860 Census, Gloucester County, Virginia. Thruston is identified as “Thurston” in this census.
42. Edward’s wife, Julia Cary Thruston, died in 1884 at Lansdowne. Source:
http://warehambranch.com/ThrustonJuliaC.aspx
43. Barta W. Hogg, “The Ordinaries Reflect Life in Old Virginia,” Gazette-Journal (Gloucester-Mathews), April 18,
1974, p. 8 -A.
44. lbid. Barta W. Hogg, wife of Joel Hayes Hogg and daughter -in-law of Richard Henry Hogg and Mary E. Hogg,
notes that the house was advertised for sale in 1871 by the county and that Richard Henry Hogg placed his
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he removed a closet wall in the upper
Family of Richard Henry Hogg
hall, uncovering evidence that the twoRichard Henry Hogg, b. 1840, d. 1907
story north wing of the house had been
an addition to the original dwelling. The +m. 1st Mary F. Hall, b. 1846, d. 1871
+m. 2nd Mary Elizabeth Thornton, b. 1852, d. 1929
addition had been built as an
independent structure next to the
Lena Morris Hogg, b. 1875, d. 1943
existing house and contained a hall,
+m. Granville G. Bray, b. 1873, d. 1941
stairway, and two large rooms (one lower,
Richard Thornton Hogge, b. 1877, d. 1930
one upper), with its own entrance
+m. Cora Davenport Williams, b. 1876, d. 1957
Jennie Thornton Hogg,e b. 1901, d. 1983
(replaced by a window in 1933) near the
+m. 1st James Mortimer Rowe, b. 1895, d. 1930
outside kitchen. Hogg also found “a
+m. 2nd ? Haury
supply of musket hidden in the space left
John Henry Hogge, b. 1903
by the Dutch roof where the addition had
+m. Mary Russell Williams , b. 1905
been made.”[45] The slight building value
Elizabeth C. Hogg, b. 1880, d. 1950
increase to $400 in 1872 may reflect R.H.
+m. Thomas Cecil Clopton, b. 1872, d. 1953
Hogg’s renovations before his family
William Buchanon Hogg, b. 1882, d. 1910
made the building their private
Harry Lee Hogg, b. 1885, d. 1889
residence[46]. Barta W. Hogg has argued
James Talmage Hogg, b. 1888, d. 1889
that the two-story, two-room addition
Joel Hayes Hogg, b. 1890, d. 1969
was made in the mid- to late-18th century
+m. Thelma Barta Worrell, b. 1901, d. 1989
around the time that Joseph Seawell
obtained his license to run an
ordinary[47]. Though further architectural investigation is needed to verify this claim, the
land tax records support the conclusion, as the only other building improvements recorded
between 1820 and 1872 were relatively small and may have reflected countywide tax
reassessments.
R.H. Hogg sold 6.25 acres to William Hobday and 9 acres to Isaac Jackson in 1875,
reducing the Ordinary Tract to 130.75 acres. The value of the dwelling remained stable at
$400 through 1880. In 1880 Richard Henry Hogg was 39 years old, a disabled farmer living
at the Ordinary house with his wife Mary Elizabeth Hogg, three young children, a resident
farm hand named Hardy Richardson, and a servant named Catherine Baytop[48].
Throughout Hogg’s ownership, there were slight fluctuations in the building value, and
after 1900 he began selling parcels: 2 acres to his 22-year-old son R.T. Hogg in 1901; 5
acres to R.H. Lewis and 4 acres to Salom Lewis in 1902; and 32.93 acres to C.M. Clements in
1903[49]. The 1906 increase in building value appears to be a tax reassessment. R.H. Hogg
owned the Ordinary house and property until his death in 1907, transferring all of his
property to his wife Mary[50]. Following these changes the Ordinary tract contained 81.33
acres.
bid for the property the same year. Barta W. Hogg, “The Ordinaries Reflect Life in Old Virginia,” GazetteJournal (Gloucester-Mathews), April 18, 1974, p. 8 -A.
45. Architectural details taken from Barta W. Hogg, 1974.
46. Gloucester County Land Tax Books.
47. Barta W. Hogg, 1974.
48. U.S. 1880 Census, Gloucester County, Virginia: Hogg, Richard Henry, 39 M W, HEAD, MS: M, OCC: Farmer,
ILL/DIS: Disabled; Hogg, Mary E, 25 F W, REL: Wife, MS: M, OCC: Keeping House; Hogg, Lena M, 4 F W, REL:
Daughter; Hogg, Richard T, 2 M W, REL: Son; Hogg, Elizabeth C., 1 mo F W, REL: Daughter, MBWY: Apr;
Richardson, Hardy, 18 M W, MS: S, OCC: Farm Hand; Baytop, Catherine, 21 F Mu, REL: Servant, MS: S, OCC:
Domestic Servant, CNR: X, CNW: X.
49. Gloucester County Land Tax Books.
50. Gloucester County Will Book B: 77, March 21, 1907.
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Mary E. Hogg sold 3.79 acres to the NW & NY Rail Road Company in 1917, 1.36 acres
to the State of Virginia in 1928 (right-of-way for what would become U.S. Route 17), and 1
acre to her son-in-law G.G. Bray in 1927 [51]. Throughout her ownership, the value of the
building steadily declined, due in part to a fire in 1920, while the value of the land steadily
increased—the house was worth $400 at the time of her death in 1930[52]. That year, the
heirs of Mary E. Hogg (R.T. Hogg, Elizabeth Clopton, Lena Bray, and Joel Hayes Hogg)
divided the property into a northern 38.6-acre parcel, containing the yard and house, and a
southern 40.55-acre parcel[53]. Lena M. Bray, daughter of R.H. and Mary E. Hogg, inherited
the northern 38.6-acre parcel and house. In 1933, the first-floor exterior door on the
addition was closed and converted to a window. In 1935, Bray and her husband made a
$100 improvement to the house.
G.G. Bray died in 1941 and Lena M. Bray died in 1943, directing in her will that the
Ordinary property be further subdivided and that 10 acres, including the dwelling, be
transferred to Abingdon Church or the Association for the Preservation of Virginia
Antiquities[54]:
The Ordinary & 10 acres of land to Abingdon Church including all furniture as a
memorial to my late son and husband Harry Clark Bray and G.G. Bray who was a
vestryman for several years & when he died. They must keep the place in good
condition should they not accept the gift it must go to A.P.V.A. Should the church ever
close its doors it must also go to A.P.V.A…. Leaving the house to Abingdon Church as a
memorial was a request of my husband & wanted everything to stay just as it is as he
has paid taxes and insurance for 15 or 20 years on furniture. He made these requests
when Dr. Longacre operated on him. The loss of his son he has never gotten over and
he said he wanted his name to live on… The house must be painted as administrator
can to protect & should the church not accept it for a rectory & the APVA would like for
them have my brother Hayes (J. Hayes Hogg) and wife live there & take care of it as host
and hostess… Nellie Harris has my family tree keeping for me. It must be hung in the
old house if they accept it for a rectory or the APVA accept it.
Neither Abingdon Church nor the APVA took sole possession of the house, and
through 1948, the ordinary property continued to be taxed to the estate of Lena M. Bray,
assessed at 38.6 acres with no apparent changes to the building. Not all of her plans for
historic preservation at the Ordinary seem to have been successful, although the house did
stay in the family for a brief period of time. In February 1948, her heirs and administrators
(Thomas Cecil Clopton, Elizabeth Clopton, Joel Hayes Hogg, John Henry Hogg, and Jennie
Hogge Haury), Abingdon Church, and the APVA transferred all right to 28.6 acres to J.
Hayes Hogg [55]. The following month, the Trustees of Abingdon Church conveyed the 10acre parcel and dwelling to Elizabeth Hogg Clopton[56]. There is no land tax record for the
dwelling lot the following year in 1949[57].

51. Gloucester County Deed Book 52: 353, January 1, 1927.
52. Barta W. Hogg (1974) states that the 1920 fire was the only known fire in the building’s history and that
singe marks in the floor, attributed in local legend to the Marquis de Lafayette’s pipe, were actually left by
the 1920 fire.
53. Gloucester County Deed Book 56: 283 -84, January 4, 1930.
54. Gloucester County Will Book J: 46, May 2, 1941; Gloucester County Will Book J: 494 -497, April 7, 1943.
55. Gloucester County Deed Book 83: 99, February 18, 1948.
56. Gloucester County Deed Book 83: 203, March 9, 1948; Gloucester County Plat Book 1: 232, February 23,
1948.
57. Gloucester County Land Tax Books.
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In September 1949, Elizabeth Hogg
Ancestors of Mary Wellford Perrin
Clopton, T.C. Clopton, and the rest of
Maj. William Kennon Perrin Jr.
the Bray heirs sold the 10-acre lot and
b. 1834, d. 1904
Ordinary house to William C. King Jr. of
Walter Wilford Perrin
“Pig Hill” in Gloucester County, along
b. 1872, d. 1946
with an extra 0.44-acre frontage on
Lucy Welford Jones
Route 17[58]. In 1952, members of the
b. 1840, d. 1925
Hogg/Bray family sold adjacent 1.13 and 0.69-acre parcels along Route 17 to Mary Wilford Perrin m. William Campbell King Jr.
b. 1910, d. 1992
King[59]. Starting in 1950 with King’s
John Hairston Seawell
ownership, the property became known
b. 1841, d. 1929
as the “Old Ordinary” in the tax books
Georgia S. Seawell
rather than the Ordinary. Perhaps the
b. 1910, d. 1973
growing consciousness of the property’s
Henrietta Maria Smith
historic significance, which began with
b. 1850
Lena M. Bray’s attempt to make the
house a memorial, led William C. King Jr.
to make substantial additions and renovations to the building in 1950, opening it as a
restaurant once more[60]. King hired J.R. Graybill of Washington, D.C., to do the restoration
work. Graybill tested the weatherboarding and floorboards, replacing the damaged planks,
installed water and electricity for the first time in the life of the building, and had the front
entrance along Route 17 closed, converting it to a window and moving the main entrance to
the north side of the house on the rear addition. King did not further alter the interior of
the house except for the addition of a wall to divide the one-room back addition[61]. After
only a few years of operating the Ordinary as a restaurant, King’s health declined and he
made the property available for sale. In the real estate advertisements for the property, the
Ordinary’s colonial-revolutionary history and authentic historic architecture were
highlighted as selling points with the potential to draw Williamsburg tourists[62]. William
C. King Jr. died in 1956, and the property passed to his widow, Wellford Perrin King[63].
Wellford King sold the 10-acre Ordinary lot to James Edgar and Maggie D. Emerson in
1957, along with the smaller 1.13-acre, 0.44-acre, and 0.69-acre parcels[64]. The Emersons
sold 0.66-acres of right-of-way to the Commonwealth of Virginia in 1959 for the expansion
of Route 17[65]. Maggie Emerson, who re-opened the restaurant, had the building moved
back from its location along the old road to its present site and rotated ninety degrees

58. Gloucester County Deed Book 86: 201, September 28, 1949; Gloucester County Plat Book 86: 270, November
14, 1949.
59. Gloucester County Deed Book 92: 283, January 12, 1952.
60. Gloucester County Land Tax Books; Seawell’s Ordinary, Gloucester County, DHR File Number 036 -0042, 27
July 2007 survey; Clements, “Seawell's Ordinary”; G.B. Lorraine, “A Colonial Tavern or Ordinary – Restored
and Modernized” (Real Estate brochure, 1953), G.B. Lorraine, 510 -511-512 Law Building, Richmond VA. The
Lorraine real estate brochure explains that the present owner (King) restored the building in 1950, opening it
as a restaurant with two dining rooms and a modern kitchen, but due to poor health, he closed the
restaurant temporarily while putting the building up for sale. Gloucester County did not alter the tax
assessment on the restoration until 1957.
61. Clements, “Seawell’s Ordinary.”
62. G.B. Lorraine, “A Colonial Tavern.”
63. Gloucester County Will Book P: 70, February 20, 1956.
64. Gloucester County Deed Book 108: 233, April 9, 1957.
65. Gloucester County Deed Book 116: 220, August 27, 1959.
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clockwise so that the restaurant
entrance would face the highway[66].
Around this time, probably just before
moving the building, a basement was
built to run the length of the house to
create a banquet room for the
restaurant[67]. The Emersons added
$450 in improvements to the building
in July 1961 [68]. By 1962, the value of
the building had risen again by $1,420
to $5,430. In 1969, approximately 64
acres surrounding the Ordinary house
lot, formerly the Hogg family estate,
was transferred to the Ordinary Land
Trust[69]. In 1970, the house lot was
divided into smaller segments and
exchanged by the Emersons for a piece
of the Ordinary Land Trust property[70].

Ancestors of James Edgar Emerson
& Maggie L. Deal
George Edwin Emerson
b. 1858, d. 1940
Edgar Lewis Emerson
b. 1879, d. 1951
Eda Catherine Goode
b. 1861, d. 1931
James Edgar Emerson
b. 1904, d. 1994
James Richard Coursey
b. 1840, d. 1912
Martha Ella Coursey
b. 1877
Mary Frances Haynes
b. 1854, d. 1940
John Allen W. Deal
b. 1849, d. 1901
Joseph Statesman Deal
b. 1879, d. 1967
Louisiana Boneville
b. 1851, d. 1942

Edgar and Maggie Emerson sold all
16.3 acres of their land at the Ordinary,
including the dwelling, to G. Carlton
Cox Jr. and Leonora J. Cox in 1985 [71].
The property consisted of six individual
Maggie L. Deal
tracts. The core 10-acre tract, called
b. 1911, d. 2004
“Tract 3,” contained the main house.
Thomas Jefferson Jenkins
Cox sold all six tracts to John R. Evans,
b. 1861, d. 1941
Sr. in 1990[72]. After decades of
Nora Lee Jenkins
operation as a restaurant, with its
b. 1886, d. 1957
name—“Seawell’s Ordinary”—having
Martha Ellen Hogg
been restored, Eleanor Evans advertised
b. 1875, d. 1946
the dwelling and lot for sale in 2007[73].
In January 2011, Daniel J. and Dianne V. Niblett bought the 16.3 acres and house from the
Evans family [74].
Archaeologically, the Seawell’s Ordinary site sits on an 11-acre parcel of generally flat
land surrounding the house and along the west side of Route 17. The site contains a
landscaped lawn around the house and a retail lot for the AutoMax used car dealership,
with significant wooded acreage behind. The Seawell’s Ordinary archaeological site was

66. Barta W. Hogg, 1974.
67. Elizabeth D. Lewis, “Seawell’s Ordinary,” Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Survey Form, February 7,
1973.
68. Gloucester County Land Tax Books.
69. Gloucester County Deed Book 155: 292, November 1, 1969; Gloucester County Plat Book 5: 60.
70. Gloucester County Deed Book 156: 96, February 23, 1970; Gloucester County Plat Book 5: 64.
71. Gloucester County Deed Book 292: 398, September 4,1985; Historic Seawell's Ordinary [realty ad]. Virginia
Gazette. Dec. 4, 1985.
72. Gloucester County Deed Book 396: 204, December 5, 1990.
73. Jon Cawley, "Historic Restaurant Closes: For Nearly 60 Years, Seawell's Ordinary Restaurant and Tavern Was
a Culinary Constant In Gloucester County." Daily Press. July 12, 2007
74. Gloucester County Circuit Court Land Records Instrument # 110000470, January 20, 2011.
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first identified in 1978 by Dr. Frank Farmer of the Gloucester County Archaeology Project
(GCAP). [75] Farmer and GCAP performed salvage archaeological data recovery and
documentation when grading activities exposed two colonial trash pits. GCAP completed
field notes and conducted preliminary analysis of the assemblages but did not publish the
results of the excavations. Farmer calculated a mean ceramic date of 1740 for the two
trash pits and suggested that there was evidence of another tavern on the site, 250 feet
north of the house, also dating to 1740.
In 2011, DATA Investigations LLC hired William Pittman, retired Curator of
Archaeological Collections at Colonial Williamsburg, to reassess and complete an analysis
of the artifacts recovered during Farmer’s 1978 excavations[76]. Pittman observed that
mechanical surface grading in the 1978-1979 right-of-way disturbed the features, as
evidenced by an artifact assemblage with fewer leaded table glass items, Chinese export
porcelains, and tea wares than would be expected for an 18th-century Virginia tavern site.
This disturbance aside, Pittman concurred with Farmer that the assemblages from the two
features represent typical colonial tavern refuse with a c. 1740 deposition date based on
wine bottle forms and ceramic and pipe stem data. The most common artifact type, malletshaped English wine/beverage bottles, date to the period 1720-30, while the less abundant
pipe stems date to the period 1710-1750 with a mean date of 1746. The two trash pits
contain different artifact proportions, particularly in the distribution of ceramic wares.
The feature diversity,
artifact dates, and
domestic/tavern
associations, along with
Farmer’s manuscript
notes, suggest that areas
of the property not
affected by highway
surface grading in the
1950s and 1970s are
likely to contain features
and stratigraphy with
even greater integrity.
The archaeological
resources at the
Seawell’s Ordinary site
have the potential to
Seawell’s Ordinary in 2010 — Photo from William L. Lawrence’s
book, Old Houses, Mills, Churches, and Historic Sites of Gloucester,
address questions
regarding how and when Virginia
the Seawells converted
the property from a private residence to tavern (and back to a residence); the nature of
tavern sites found in non-urban contexts; and the chronology of other buildings and
features on the evolving landscape of a colonial and antebellum residence, tavern, and
racetrack.

75. Farmer, 1979-1981.
76. William E. Pittman, Seawell’s Ordinary Trash Pits (44GL120), Excavated by Dr. Frank Farmer, May 1978:
Analysis and Interpretation of Artifacts from an Eighteenth -century Tavern Site, White Marsh, VA, Fairfield
Foundation, 2011.
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“Died January 9 1888 at San Francisco Cal aged 86”

By L. Roane Hunt
In November 2010, I received a telephone call and subsequent email messages from
Dennis M. Kulvicti, Texas historian, who was charged with the project of nominating Brig.
Gen. Washington Seawell for induction into the Texas Hall of Fame. Gen. Seawell was the
first post commander of Fort Davis in Jefferson Davis County, Texas, and served there
from 1854-1859. Mr. Kulvicti had discovered the journal
articles about the Seawell family in the Family Tree
Searcher, Vol. 5, No. 1, June 2001 issue that included
Washington Seawell and his family. Also, while checking
the Gloucester County website, he had discovered that
Washington Seawell’s son, Judge James Many Seawell, was
included in their “Hall of Fame.” Mr. Kulvicti was searching
for additional information about Gen. Seawell in the early
Gloucester records.
As mentioned in the previous article, Washington
Seawell was the youngest child of John and Frances
Hobday Seawell. He was born in Gloucester on March 14,
1802, and his parents died when he was very young.
Therefore, he was probably raised by his older siblings.
His eldest brother, John Boswell Seawell, (1780-1844) was
about twenty-two years his senior and married Maria Henry
Tyler, sister of President John Tyler.
Washington Seawell was appointed a cadet at the
United States Military Academy in 1821 and graduated July 1, 1825. In 1826, he was
assigned to frontier duty at Fort Jesup, Louisiana. He participated in various military
activities along the frontier including the Indian Wars in Florida of 1839-1843. Also, in
1849-1853, he served in California. In 1854, he took command of Fort Davis, and in 1859,
he took command of the US Army’s Department of Texas.
With the onset of the Civil War, he was faced with a serious dilemma. One report
indicates that he retired from active service February 20, 1862, with disability resulting
from exposure in the line of duty. However, he continued his service in the US Army in the
Volunteer Recruiting Service for the State of Kentucky and later in the Department of
Pacific. Apparently, he chose to continue his service in a non-combat status during the
Civil War rather than enlist in the Confederate Army.
He was described in a publication of alumni of the West Point Military Academy as
follows:
March 13, 1865, he was promoted to be Brigadier-General United States
Army, by brevet, for long and faithful service in the army, and in March 1869, was
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relieved from all duty, after forty-seven
years and eight months service in the army.
After his final retirement from active duty,
he resided for several years on his ranch in
Sonoma County, California. He sold this
ranch in 1873, after which he resided in San
Francisco until his death. In 1875, he
traveled in Europe. He was married three
times. Two sons, James M. Seawell and
Bullitt Seawell, of San Francisco survive him.
Having an excellent physical
constitution, and being very temperate in
his habits, he usually enjoyed fine health.
Had he lived two months and six days
longer he would have completed the eightysixth year of his age. Notwithstanding his
advanced age, there was nothing in his
appearance or conversation which indicated
any physical or mental infirmity, and up to
the moment of his death, which was sudden
and peaceful, his mind retained all the
freshness of youth. The immediate cause of
his death was enlargement of the liver.

Judge James M. Seawell
Portrait that formerly hung on
the Gloucester Court House wall

He was a member of the Protestant Episcopal Church, was a sincere and
consistent Christian, just and honorable in all his dealings, kind and courteous
with all with whom he came in contact, and performed numberless acts of charity
and benevolence whereof none but the recipients knew anything from himself. In
character he was pure and simple. He was unassuming and without pretense;
faithful to every trust reposed in him; endeavored, to best of his ability, to
perform his duty in all the relations of life; and possessed the entire respect and
affection of all to whom was known.
Washington Seawell married for a second time in New Orleans, Louisiana, on March
10, 1845. His new wife, Mary Bullitt, was the daughter of Benjamin and Mary Ferguson
Bullitt. The 1860 census showed Washington with his two children, Bullitt and Mary, in
Presido County, Texas; Washington’s wife was not listed. Bullitt Seawell was listed in San
Francisco in the 1880 census.
Descendents of Washington Seawell
Washington Seawell grew up in
the Gloucester community where the
Washington Seawell, b. 1802, d. 1888
citizens had witnessed the final battle
of the Revolutionary War. He served + m. 1st Martha Mackey
James Many Seawell, b. 1836, d. 1917
his nation in a long and distinguished
military career during the nation’s
+m. Gertrude M. ?, b. 1844
westward expansion. He helped settle
Henry “Harry” Washington Seawell, b. 1865, d. 1945
and establish the state of Texas.
Victor F. Seawell, b. 1872
Finally, he planted his family in the
+ m. 2nd Mary Bullitt
new state of California and retired.
Bullitt Seawell, b. 1848
Mary J. Seawell, b. 1851
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It is noteworthy that in numerous
cases the Gloucester survivors of the
Civil War showed true forgiveness to
those that did not support the local
cause. This was true when the portrait
of Washington Seawell’s son, James
Many Seawell, was included with the
portraits of other judges that were hung
with honor on the walls of Gloucester
Court House. (His middle name “Many”
was the name of one of Washington’s
early commanders.) Even though James
M. Seawell was an attorney and judge in
San Francisco, California, he was
honored in the homeplace of his
ancestors.
A search of the census record
Painting by H. W. Seawell
reveals that James M. Seawell and his
family were located in San Francisco from 1870 through 1910. He married his wife
Gertrude in about 1863. In 1870, James, Gertrude, and Henry were listed. In 1880, both
Henry and Victor were listed. In 1900 and 1910, both sons were listed with their parents.
Henry was an artist, and Victor was a real estate agent.
A search of the Internet reveals that Henry or Harry Washington Seawell was a world
renowned artist. When a teenager, he began his art studies locally at the School of Design
and continued in Paris with Laurens and Constant. After returning to San Francisco, he
taught art at the University of California (1906-16) and then at Lowell High School. He was
a lifelong resident of his native city. His work includes oils of Yosemite, Monterey
Peninsula, and France.
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The History of a Book—From Essex, England to
Hempstead, Long Island to Gloucester, Virginia
John S. Maddaus
Bedford, NH
All of us are historians in a sense. We read what has been written before us and are
charged with the memory of those events, lest we repeat them. History and books go
hand-in-hand for it is impossible to understand history without learning about it. We live
history daily yet rarely document what we see and hear – no names on the back of
photographs, no letters to our friends, no inscriptions in our books. The written word is
our gateway to the past and the escalator to our future. Yet how many times does one’s
eyes open to events from the past simply by the mere presence of a book and the
knowledge of who held the book in years past? This small story offers a glimpse at how
one very old book gave me new insight into our historical past, from Essex, England to
Hempstead, Long Island and finally to Gloucester, Virginia, where future chapters may yet
be written. It broadened my knowledge of faith, war, family, and politics in what most of
us would view as a much simpler age long ago. Perhaps it wasn’t so simple after all.
Over 40 years ago, my grandfather, Rev. Oscar Maddaus, presented me with a large
package when he was well along in his 80s and I was in my early teens. My instructions
were not to open the package until I was home and I duly complied. The package was quite
large, but the over wrapping gave away the presence of something smaller tucked inside on
top of a much heavier and larger object.
Having retired from his ministry in Manhasset, Long Island, one that he held for 43
years, Grandfather was always an avid reader on every imaginable subject – from Karl Marx
or Winston Churchill to Dwight L. Moody or Albert Einstein to National Geographic or Life
magazine. Over the years, he amassed a personal library of some 12,000 volumes, most of
which were donated to the library at the Manhasset Dutch Reformed Church after his
death. So I wasn’t terribly surprised that the package Grandpa gave me contained three
books. I was, however, incredulous at their printing dates – 1769, 1767, and 1544!
The 1767 pamphlet and 1544 book were fairly easy to comprehend, even for a young
teenager. The pamphlet was a sermon written by Jonathan Edwards while the 1544 book
was actually a Luther Bible written in German and possessing a great many quotations in
the margins penned in contemporary script. Ultimately, I would discover that it was our
family Bible that was retrieved shortly after WWII and before the Iron Curtain blacked out
the quest for knowledge in East Germany.
However, the third book remained an enigma to me for many years. Sermons to Asses
was not a recognizable title, and the printing was strange in several ways. All of my initial
investigations simply came up empty, especially since my primary sources were my high
school and local libraries – I could find no one that had ever heard of the title. More
significant, no author was cited and no pages were missing. Reprinting a book without
naming the author? Equally puzzling – why were letters in the surnames printed in the
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introduction omitted? Was it an attempt to not give away the author (whoever it might
have been)? I had only two names to start with: John Dunlap, the printer, and William O.
Mott, the original owner. However, in the 1960s, our local libraries in New Jersey offered
no mention of either, and since my grandfather had passed on, I duly packed the book
away where it stayed for 35 years.
It was only the time afforded me while recovering from an automobile accident that
prompted me to start digging through old boxes, and the old book surfaced once again. I
braved the World Wide Web last year and immediately noticed a great deal more
information available to me with a few clicks of the mouse than had been apparent years
earlier. I wanted to find out more about the book before tackling its provenance and as I
progressed, I became much more intrigued. The book was reprinted in Philadelphia in
1769 by John Dunlap, printer of the Declaration of Independence, Revolutionary War hero,
and immigrant from Strabane, Ireland. That caused me yet again to pause and reflect on
why a printer of his stature would not cite the
author’s name.
The answer was found in Benjamin
Franklin’s papers, summaries of which were
now available on the American Philosophical
Society website. To aid sales, Dunlap
propagated the false impression that the book
had been written by Benjamin Franklin. This
attempt to link Franklin to Sermons to Asses
was documented in a letter written to Benjamin
Franklin by Franklin’s son who cited Dunlap as
the source or the misconception. An article in
the Boston Chronicle (a 1767-1770 loyalist
paper) further attributed this book to Franklin.
The real author’s name (James Murray) does
not appear in the book.
The second curious feature of this reprint
was that Murray’s introduction was addressed
to several of his contemporary English
clergymen. However, Dunlap deliberately left
out letters of their first or last names replacing
them with hyphens. Still, it was not hard to
determine what was missing, and I personally
attribute this action as another marketing
effort by Dunlap—contemporary folks in the
know would surely be able to fill in the blanks
with little difficulty. Murray himself was a
dissenting English clergyman whose influence
on radical thinker Thomas Spence is well
documented. He was also very critical of the
King’s continuing mistreatment of the colonies,
so I could well understand why his writings
might have been popular in revolutionary times
here in America, enough for several reprints to
be typeset. Satisfied that I had answered some
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of my lingering questions about the book itself, I then began to dig into its provenance.
I first uncovered a Major William Mott who had served in the Continental Army in
Dutchess County, New York. It seemed plausible that he might be the original owner since
my grandfather “retired” to Dutchess County where he served several smaller churches for
many years and might have received it from a descendant and member of one of his
churches. Imagine, perhaps this volume was carried through the revolution, providing
some small measure of solace or support to its owner during the harsh northeast winters.
What a truly exciting thought! Yet, as more and more information became available on the
Web I simply couldn’t draw a finite conclusion that Major Mott was the proud owner as his
lineage simply disappeared, and his progenitors were not to be found.
Back to square one. I knew only that the book had been purchased by William O. Mott
in June of 1771 and later handed down to a grandson in Great Neck, Long Island, who
inscribed his own credentials on a blank page in 1867—another William Mott with a middle
initial that I could not identify (was it an I or a J, perhaps a P or a T). Even the very neat
script of generations past was difficult to decipher. As I began to dig through archival
information through the many ancestry engines now on the Web, I could find no reference
to any William Mott with the middle initial of “O.” Several inquiries with antiquarian
booksellers convince me that it was unusual to use a middle initial and that the lack of a
middle initial in the normal course of business was most common. So, I contented myself
with first and last name only and restarted my efforts with only William and Mott. To my
chagrin, I immediately came across a large number of references for “William Mott”
spanning many generations. I concentrated upon two, both of whom were born to
different Adam Motts that had emigrated from England, one settling in Essex,
Massachusetts, and the other in Long Island but emigrating from Essex, England (this was
getting very confusing). However, at various times family members from both clans
seemed to migrate across the Long Island Sound to the opposite shore further complicating
my efforts in attempting to document the family tree.
What caused me even more confusion was the discovery of a naming convention that I
had recognized within my own family history – that offspring tended to name their
children after their siblings as well as their parents. So, if I started with one William Mott, I
might have four or five William Motts in the next generation, and ten or more in the
following generation (these folks were certainly very prolific)! I simply had to identify the
phantom middle initial of the 1867 Mott signature, and there was no other way than taking
a best guess and plodding on. Thankfully, the additional handwritten script and some

Excerpt from the Biography of Rev. James Murray
The author of Sermons to Asses was not a little remarkable for possessing two opposite
qualities, seldom found united in the same character. From a cheerful temperament of mind, he
was on most topics facetious and playful; but in defending the rights of civil and religious liberty,
either in private conversation, or from the pulpit, he was grave and stern as Diogenes himself. It
was one of his maxims, “that no man could be a real Christian, who was not a warm and zealous
friend to civil and religious liberty.” With those, therefore, who thought a Christian pulpit profaned
by any allusion to the abuses of government and the rights of a free people, he differed much; but
with those of the clergy, who, from views of interest or ambition, made their pulpits subservient to
the cause of arbitrary power, he differed more: The former, he had the charity to think, might be
well-meaning, though weak; but the latter he denounced as the very worst of all hypocritical knaves.
He never failed to inculcate, as sound doctrine, the “the gospel was the best charter of rights and
liberties; and its vigilant defence against all encroachments from treachery or power, one of the first
duties of a Christian.”
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common sense ruled out most characters of the alphabet and I guessed it was either an ‘I’
or a “J.” Continuing my record searches, I noted two possibilities: William Mott of New
Jersey and William Jones Mott of Long Island. In one strange twist, William Mott of New
Jersey (and a relative of William Jones Mott) settled in Middletown, New Jersey — a town I
knew very well when growing up and also the town where my wife was raised.
I knew only that the grandfather of William or William J. was also named William as is
documented in the book. With much additional digging, it became clear that neither of the
Williams of New Jersey were alive at the time the book was purchased and signed, so I was
able to safely rule out that avenue. Consequently, my attention turned to the letter “J” and
the first reference I found online (entitled The Descendants of Adam Mott and published in
1906) became the defining document for me as it linked the William Motts of Hempstead
with William Jones Mott of Great Neck. The first William Mott (son of Lieut. Adam Mott
formerly of Essex, England) owned the house in Cow Neck (later Manhasset), Long Island,
New York, that became the location of the first Manhasset Friends Meeting in Cow Neck in
1702. Sermons to Asses was purchased by either his son (William Mott Jr.) or grandson
(William Mott III), both of whom were alive in 1771 when the ownership of this piece was
signed (William Mott - His Book - June 1771) and were at the time residents of nearby Great
Neck.
So how does this all relate to Gloucester County? Records of William Jones Mott
placed his descendants in Gloucester County—home to my wife’s sister and a beautiful
area that we had visited on two occasions. In fact, William Jones Mott remained on the
estate of Lieut. Adam Mott until selling it to the mayor of New York City, William R. Grace,
in 1873 before subsequently relocating his family to Gloucester County, Dixondale in
particular. However, the best find was the December 2004, Volume 8, Number 2 Issue of
The Family Tree Searcher and an article entitled “Founders of the Gloucester Fair” by L.
Roane Hunt. In it is a picture of one of the founders—including William Sanders Mott
whose father provided the last signature in Sermons to Asses. I was lucky enough to make
this connection in a roundabout fashion through a DNA study where a Frank L. Mott had
posted his Stubbs family pedigree, but also documented his Mott ancestry back to James
Willis Mott Sr. and mentioned that his family was from Gloucester County, Virginia. What a
truly small world.
So what did all of my efforts really produce? Well, I was able to trace the book’s
ownership to a family rooted in England and earlier Normandy, some of whom perhaps still
live in Gloucester. I was able to satisfy my prerequisites of a William J. Mott having a
grandfather named William Mott of Great Neck and by virtue of the dated signatures, a
great-grandfather named William as well. Both had the means, opportunity, and age
appropriateness to purchase this book. See the results of this search on page 25.
And though there are perhaps twenty-five copies of this 4th edition worldwide in
which the printed text of one is identical to another, I somehow have to wonder whether or
not any of the other copies are as rich in history by virtue of the simple act of family
members documenting their ownership. Books were valuable family possessions, and
many details can be found in the wills of the early Mott family documenting the passing of
important family pieces from one generation to the next. The handwritten script by
William J. Mott notes that he assumed ownership of Sermons to Asses as well as the family
farm (which gives one a very good indication or the importance of smaller items such as
books in the grand scheme of things 140 years ago). But, over and above that, I’ve learned
a bit of forgotten history about the revolution, early immigration to the United States, the
Society of Friends, Long Island, and a family by the name of Mott whose early entrance
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The Path Going Forward

The Ancestry of William Mott III

William Mott III, b. 1743, d. 1825
+m. Mary Willis, b. 1761, d. 1842

Adam Mott, b. 1620, d. 1690
+m. Elizabeth Richbell, b. abt 1645

James Willis Mott, b. 1791, d. 1849
+m. Abigail Jones, b. 1793, d. 1836
William Jones Mott, b. 1825, d. 1894
+m. Catherine Mary Sanders, b. 1831
James Willis Mott, b. 1855
+m. Jane McKay
William Sanders Mott, b. 1865, d. 1938
+m. Anna Lloyd Moore, b. 1871, d. 1944

William Mott I, b. 1674, d. 1740
+m. Hannah Ferris, b. 1679, d. 1759
William Mott II, b. 1709, d. 1786
+m. Elizabeth Allen, b. 1720, d. 1780
William Mott III, b. 1743, d. 1825
+m. Mary Willis, b. 1761, d. 1842

Ellen Kownslar Mott, b. 1896, d. 1967
James Willis Mott, b. 1898, d. 1978
+m. Elizabeth S. DeShazo, b. 1907, d. 2004
Catharine Sanders Mott, b. 1900
+m. Landon Carter Catlett, Jr., b. 1898, d. 1925
Elizabeth St. Clair Mott, b. 1901
+m. Catesby Todd Field, b. 1893, d. 1972

upon the American scene provided me with a wealth of stories.
Lieut. Adam Mott was a tailor who emigrated to the United States at the age of 19,
most probably at the urging of one of the original Plymouth settlers, Thomas Mott, likely a
relative. His sons became tobacco farmers, brewers, tailors, merchants, militia members,
sailors, politicians, and physicians. His numerous descendants were attacked and beaten
by marauding pirates, were placed in prison for selling liquor to Indians, advanced
visionary surgical techniques, served as unsung heroes of the revolution, ministered to the
spiritually needy, sold groceries, tobacco, and goods to the populace, and served as
magistrates or deputies to the Provincial Congress. They populated all walks of colonial
life and became the very essence of the New America.
The Quaker provenance of this particular book is also quite interesting for a couple of
reasons. First, James Murray’s views were not consistent with some fundamental Quaker
beliefs, most notably relating to the formality of the church and its rituals and
responsibilities to the greater good of the whole rather than the individual’s relationship
with God. Still, many of Murray’s sermons in Sermons to Asses advocate civil and religious
liberty, condemn taxes and tithes, and denounce political corruption and the abuse of
wealth—something which nearly every American could well relate to. And although
William Mott became a Friend, his brothers equally took full advantage of the religious
freedom found in the new country to become Lutherans, Dutch Reformed, Methodists, and
Episcopalians.
Second, books were expensive purchases in the 1700s and few could afford the price
or the time to travel to a major city to purchase one. However, Quakers were well-known
and respected merchants, and I was able to find documentation of both William Jr. and
William III owning businesses in New York City. So it would seem entirely possible that
either William might have purchased this book, if not to agree with the writer, then to
broaden their own knowledge.
Lastly, Quaker beliefs were evolving at the time of the revolution and depending upon
the beliefs of individual Quaker families, active participation in the Revolutionary War was
more a familial decision and varied from family to family and even within family. Adam
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Mott’s children and grandchildren ran the spectrum of Whigs, Loyalists, and soldiers in the
Continental Army. A number of his descendants became Quakers and as such found
themselves on opposite sides in the defining period in American history. As in our later
Civil War, the Revolution War pitted brother against brother, cousin against cousin. I found
documentation of both William Motts beaten severely by a marauding party from the
“north,” not North Hempstead which was a Patriot district, but Connecticut or
Massachusetts, whose loyalist governors sanctioned the continuing raids, often murdering
those who had insufficient wealth to give the robbers. Quakers were punished by both the
British army, for not supporting the war effort, and later by the ruling Whig party for their
“Loyalist support.” In fact many Long Island Quakers (including some Motts) relocated to
Canada, Ottawa in particular, out of fear of reprisals for their perceived Loyalist
sympathies.
The Mott family location in Great Neck did not serve them well during the revolution
given their Quaker beliefs and reluctance to support the war on either side. It is interesting
to note that the historical records from Queens County on file at Cornell document their
taxation as Quakers by the British—payment in firewood—and at a rate which would
appear to have been higher than most of their counterparts in the southern part of
Hempstead. This ultimately led to North Hempstead becoming one of the first towns to
secede from England and provoking arms raids into the “southern” portion of Hempstead,
a Loyalist bastion. For an interesting read on North Hempstead history, the New York
Times printed an excellent article on September 18, 2005, posted on the Internet. An
Internet search of key words “North Hempstead the cradle to liberty” puts the article at the
top of the list.
An August 11, 2003, Hartford Courant reprint of the Long Island-based, Newsday
article on Hempstead history provides some insight into the political upheaval within
Hempstead during revolutionary times.
“In September, 1775, almost a year before the future nation declared its
independence from George III, the people of Great Neck, Cow Neck and other areas
north of Old Country Road signed their own Declaration of Independence.
The signers, passionate Patriots, declared their independence from the Town of
Hempstead, which, in their opinion, had the bad habit of pledging allegiance to the
king. Therefore, the northern necks declared themselves 'an entire separate and
independent beat or district.' The 'beat' would officially become the Town of North
Hempstead in 1784.
During the Revolution, the northern Patriots had their own militia headed by
Capt. John Sands of Cow Neck (now Port Washington), which invaded South
Hempstead in search of arms. The rift caused a north-south animosity that would
take years to heal.
The first North Hempstead Town Board, headed by Patriot Adrian Onderdonk,
had to cope with an impoverished area, devastated by an avenging British
occupation. The councilmen met in Roslyn taverns and didn't get a permanent home
until 1907, when the present town hall opened in Manhasset.”
So it was that the Mott family of Long Island, whose descendants were molded in the
image and beliefs of their forefathers, brought with them to Gloucester County a set of
values, centuries in the making. I suspect they aren’t much different from other residents
of Gloucester County in their respect for God, country, and family.
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By Lee Brown
The early English colonists in North America, especially those in Virginia, regularly
ordered goods from England. Colonists in Gloucester County, one of the wealthier regions
of seventeenth century Virginia, were no exception. Edward Porteus of New Bottle on the
York River, who would become an ancestor of leading Americans and British royalty, left us
an example of a typical, but at the same time intriguing, transaction.
Edward Porteus came to Gloucester from England prior to 1681. His father had an
estate in Newbottle, Scotland[1], and Edward’s home near Clay Bank was named for it. He
married a widow, Mrs. Robert Lee, of Petsworth Parish, and they had one son, Robert.
Edward served as a member of the Petsworth Parish Vestry as early as 1681. In
1691, his property was mentioned in a land grant to Wm. Heyward, later granted to
Thomas Cooke, “along the land of Edward Porties.” He must have been a respected
member of the community, for in 1693, Edward was recommended for appointment to the
Governor’s Council, though the appointment did not happen.
The last mention of him in the Petsworth register is October 7, 1695. His will[2],
dated February 23, 1694, and witnessed by Sarah Buckner and Richard Bradshaw, both of
Gloucester, was proved October 24, 1700. The executor named for his will was John Smith
of Purton, father of Mildred, whom Edward’s son Robert married in 1700.
One thing Edward did that has provoked some curiosity was to order a gravestone
that was delivered but never used to mark his gravesite, the location of which is unknown.
The stone turned up long ago at Violet Bank farm on the Poropotank, where there was a
tobacco rolling house and a port. This was the nearest shipping port[3] to New Bottle.
Mary Wiatt Gray’s history, Gloucester County (Virginia)[4], speculates that it was
shipped partially engraved with the date of death “left blank to be filled in when
necessary,” off-loaded, but never sent on to New Bottle. Dr. Lyon G. Tyler copied the
epitaph in 1893, showing “169_” as the year of death engraved on the mostly illegible
stone. Later, the date “1696” was thought to be inscribed after “a most careful
examination” by a Joseph F. Nicolson of Selden, Gloucester [5]. The generally accepted

1.

Stanard, W. G. Some Emigrants to Virginia. Wm. Ellis Jones’ Sons, Inc., Richmond, Va., 1911. p. 55.

2.

The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography , Vol XIII – No. 1, July 1905, p. 310 -312. Virginia Historical
Society. Richmond, VA. This quotes the William & Mary Quarterly III, 28, and reprints the Edward Porteus
will with an editor’s note.

3.

“…past is prologue.” Gloucester County Historical Committee, 1973. p. 9.

4.

Gray, Mary Wiatt. Gloucester County (Virginia). Cottrell & Cooke, Inc., Richmond, VA., 1936. p. 70 -71.

5.

Epitaphs of Gloucester and Mathews Counties in Tidewater Virginia Through 1865, collected by the
Association for the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities, Joseph Bryan Branch, The Virginia State Library,
Richmond, VA, 1959. p. 68.
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transcription is this:
Here lyeth the Body of Edward Porteus
of Petsworth Parish in Gloster County
Merchant Departed this life the _____
169___, in the ____ yeare of his age
leaveing only one Son Robert to
Succeed him
The stone was moved to Bellamy
Methodist Church, then back to Violet
Bank, and then in 1959 by the APVA to
Ware Church. It is the oldest stone in the
cemetery there.
Local geologist Dr. Maynard
Nichols, Dr. Marcus Key, professor of
geology at Dickinson College, and his
student Rebecca Rossi recently located
the stone among several hard to read
gravestones in the Ware Church
Cemetery. They were searching for black
limestone gravestones to study, and this
was one of three they found in the Ware Gravestone of Edward Porteus in the APVA section
of Ware Church Cemetery.
Parish Cemetery.
The other two geologically similar stones at Ware belonged to the Rev. James Clack,
the first burial at Ware in 1723, and Dr. R. Richard Edwards, who died in 1721 and was
buried in the Edwards Cemetery at Waverley Highlands. They also looked at two stones in
the Warner Hall graveyard: Colonel John Carter’s stone inside Christ Church, Lancaster
County, from 1669; Colonel John Page’s in Bruton Parish Church, from 1692; and the
Knight’s tomb in Jamestown Church, probably 1618 or 1627.
The geology of the limestone and the biology of the collection of fossils it contains
identify these stones as dating from the Asbian Stage of the Viséan Stage of the Middle
Mississippian (~330 -332 million years ago) and point to a source in Belgium, France, or
England. There are no matching local sources. In Virginia, the closest (but not matching)
relatives are across the Appalachian mountains, and transporting heavy stones across the
mountains, home at the time to Native Americans, would have been far less practical than
shipping across the ocean. This study reinforces the claim that the Porteus gravestone, like
several of its contemporaries, was shipped to Virginia from Europe.[6]
The stones were probably ordered from England as “black marble,” a term used for
polished black limestone. Records show that wealthy colonists might specifically order
European black “marble” for their gravestones, so the existence of this stone indicates that
Porteus was, or thought of himself as, a prominent and successful member of society.
Various genealogies of Edward Porteus sometimes report his date of death as the
1696 date thought to be on his (unused) gravestone, and some, including W. G. Stanard, use

6.

Rossi, R., and M. M. Key, Jr. 2011. Sourcing black limestone gravestones in late 17th century colonial
Virginia. Geological Society of America Abstracts with Programs. 43(5): 294.
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the October 1700 date when his will was proved. If the 1700 date is correct, and it likely is,
then one might suppose he decided a gravestone engraved “169_” was useless – which
would explain why it was left to be a stepping stone in the yard at Violet Bank.
More is known about Edward’s only child, Robert (ca. 1679-1758), than Edward.
Robert received a land grant on April 26, 1704: “692 acres beg. &c., near Tyndalls Point
Path on the east thereof, being Wm. Thornton's corner tree.”
Of Robert, the William and Mary Quarterly, III, 28, wrote:
Robert Porteus was appointed to the Council in 1713, and remained a member of that
body until he removed to England sometime between 1725 and 1730. He settled in the city of
York, and afterwards at Ripon. To the latter place he was probably led by the fact that his
wife was Elizabeth (died January 20, 1754, aged 80, buried at St. Martins, Coney street, York),
daughter of Edmund Jenings of "Ripon Hall," Virginia, and formerly of Ripon, Yorkshire.
In Ripon Cathedral, on the wall of the south aisle of the choir, is a mural tablet with the
following inscription:
"Near this Place
Are deposited the Remains
Of Robert Porteus, Esquire,
A Native of Virginia, and a Member of His Majesty's Council,
Or Upper House of Legislature in that Province,
From thence he removed to England,
And resided first at York, afterwards at this Town,
Where he died August 8, 1758,
Aged 79 years."
Robert Porteus was the father of Beilby Porteus, born at York May 8, 1731, died May 14,
1808, successively Bishop of Chester and London.

Robert’s first wife, Mildred Smith (b. 1682, d. bet. 1705 -1720) of Purton, was the
daughter of John Smith and Mary Warner and the granddaughter of Col. Augustine Warner
and Mildred Reade. Their descendents include Queen Elizabeth and her family through
their son, the Rev. Robert Porteus (b. ca 1705, d. 1754), Rector of Cockayne Hatley, County
Bedford.[7]
The William and Mary Quarterly, IV, p. 48, in “The Smiths of Virginia,” reported his
marriage to Mildred Smith as having occurred on August 17, 1700. A note on page 51 says:
Robert Porteus married secondly Elizabeth, daughter of Hon. Edmund Jennings, mother
of Beilby Porteus, Bishop of Chester. She, Elizabeth, died 20 January, 1754, æt. 60, and was
buried in St. Martin’s, Cony St., York. (Jening’s Pedigree from New YorkCurio.)

Ripon Hall, home of the Jennings family, was “directly across the York River from New
Bottle.”[8] Biographical data for Edmund Jennings indicates that Elizabeth was born in
1694 and had nineteen children with Robert Porteus after moving to England about 1720.[9]
Their descendents include Gen. Robert E. Lee.
When Robert left Gloucester for England, he took the Porteus name with him, leaving
it here only on his father’s unused and nearly illegible tombstone.

7.

Epitaphs of Gloucester and Mathews Counties in Tidewater Virginia Through 1865. p. 69.

8.

“…past is prologue.” p. 10.

9.

Hardy, Stella Pickett. Colonial Families of the Southern States of America: A History and Genealogy of
Colonial Families Who Settled in the Colonies prior to the Revolution . Baltimore, MD, USA: Southern Book Co.,
1958, as reproduced by ancestry.com. p. 437.

Vol. 15, No. 3

29

December 2011

Big Island History
By Mark Sutton
November 27, 2010

Mark Sutton recently contributed an article to theGlo-Quips in which he describes the Big
Island and its residents, tracing both the island ownership and its residents' history.In the
article, he asks readers to add to this history if they can. L. Roane Hunt answered that call
and, with Mr. Sutton's permission, we have revised his article to include more information
about the family trees that grew on the Big Island. -- Editor

On the southeast corner of Gloucester County, Virginia, between Mobjack Bay and the
York River, are a string of low marsh islands that extend east into the Chesapeake. They
thus separate the York River from Mobjack Bay. When the tides start shifting, gaps
between several of the islands receive a heavy rush of water as the two water bodies seek
equilibrium, and although the waters surrounding these marsh islands are fairly shallow,
the gap between the islands acquire a deep hole swept out by these tidal currents. These
marsh islands are bathed with each tide and support lush marsh grasses and other plants
that provide shelter for many forms of sea life. They also play a role as incubators, the
black marsh mud being warmed by the sun at low tide, which heats the incoming tidal
flow.
Big Island is the largest of these islands, being the westernmost one and closest to
the mainland at Jenkins Neck. It is a beautiful island made up of perhaps a hundred or
more acres of bright green tidal marshes, which are interrupted by occasional small
winding tidal creeks and shallow tidal ponds.
Within these many acres exists a small piece of higher land amounting to just four or
five acres. People have occupied this small high acreage at least from the mid-1800s and
likely earlier. The island has excellent water access to the mainland and to the waters of
Mobjack Bay, the York River, and the Chesapeake itself. Like a lot of the marsh lands on
the edge of the Chesapeake, it has been an ideal location for people who wanted to work on
the water harvesting its riches and still have access to a piece of land to grow crops and
raise a few animals.
An important means of transportation in the surrounding area in earlier times, before
construction of roads and bridges, was by boat. Small boats connected the other occupied
high spots in the marshes, and such boats linked them to the larger Chesapeake through
numerous larger and larger boats—“steamers”—that moved supplies into the more remote
areas and carried back agricultural products and seafood, especially oysters. Norfolk and
Baltimore were the two most common destinations. The bay was laced together by this
complex web of water transportation.
Oral tradition offers several versions of who were the first known occupants of the
island. There are several versions offered here that were given by individuals interviewed
in the 1960s and which I’ve linked with known documentation where I could. I present the
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1917 Geodetic Survey

1966 Geodetic Survey (Navigational Chart)

About 2005 Map (911 map)

Comparison of various maps showing the “Great or Big Island”
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information I have collected and then my best interpretation. I welcome additional input
from people of the area since I do not pretend to have all the answers. It is their history,
and I encourage them to extend the knowledge on behalf of future generations.

The Most Recent Island Occupants
On June 6, 1906, James “Jim” West purchased Big Island (or Great Island) from
William Shackelford and two Thomas brothers.[1] Jim was a son of Christopher West and
Lavinia West. The adjacent pedigree chart shows
that both of Jim’s grandfathers were named
Ancestors of James “Jim” West
Christopher West.[2] Land tax records for 1814
Christopher West
show that a Christopher West owned 100 acres of
b. abt 1800
land located at the greatest distance south-east of
Christopher West
the court house that would be near the Big Island.[3]
b. abt 1827
This land was transferred in 1815 to Nancy West,
Frances ?
his widow.[3] It is not known how Jim West is
related to Christopher and Nancy West.
Jim West married Julia Smith, daughter of
Thomas and Elizabeth Jenkins Smith on April 24,
1884. [4] Census records indicate that they had at
least two children: Jane, born about 1883, and
William “Bill” Cecil West, born 1886. The 1900
Gloucester Census listed Bill as a fisherman at age
13.

James West m. Julia Smith
b. abt 1862
Christopher West

Lavinia “Vinny” West
b. abt 1830
Jane ?

Bill married Sarah Jane Jenkins, daughter of
William Jenkins and Annie Jenkins, on August 12, 1906. Bill took his 17 –year-old bride to
live on Big Island where she would spend the rest of her life. Bill and Sarah Jane had at
least seven children: Pinkey Mae “Sissie,” Nannie Pearl, Ella, Mamie Lee, John Henry “Kit,”
George David, and James Franklin “Penny.” The family chart on the next page was derived
from marriage and census records.
Their eldest child was Pinkey Mae, born about 1907. She was listed as “Sissie” in the
1910 census record and the record of her first marriage. She married John West, son of
Walter West and Nannie West. They had at least two children: Willie Lawson and Earnest
Jessie. After the death of her first husband, Pinkey Mae married Clement Owens, son of
John Henry Owens and Susan Ann Green, on January 19, 1934.
Willie Lawson West married Edna Pearl Belvin, daughter of Henry Belvin and Hattie
Elizabeth Jenkins, on December 30, 1946. Their daughter, Edla Marie, married Harry
Truman Smith on January 11, 1974. After the death of her first husband, Edna Pearl
married her brother-in-law, Ernest Jessie West, on June 11, 1959. They had at least three
children: Jessie James, John Kennedy, and Martha Magdelin.
The second child of Bill and Sarah Jane was Nannie Pearl, born about 1908. She
married Preston Smith, son of Charles Smith and Josephine Smith. They had at least two
1.

2.
3.
4.

James West purchased the Great Island in Guinea (10 acres) from William and Betty L. Shackelford (one -half
interest) and William and Maggie Thomas and Washington and Lena Thomas (one-half interest) on June 6,
1906; Gloucester County Deed Book 30, Page 351.
Gloucester County marriages for James West and Julia Smith and Christopher West and Lavinia West.
Gloucester County Land Tax Records. The land locations were first recorded in 1814.
Gloucester County Marriage Record.
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children: Lindsay and Harry Truman, who
married Edla Marie West. The 1910 census
indicates that Bill and Sarah Jane had a daughter
named Ella, but she does not appear in later
records.
Bill and Sarah Jane’s daughter, Mamie Lee,
was born about 1912. She married William
Charnick Jr. from Elizabeth City County, VA, on
August 8, 1931. They had a daughter, Mamie Lee
Charnick, born in 1932 in Elizabeth City County.
Next, Bill and Sarah Jane had at least three
more children: John Henry “Kit”, George David,
and John Franklin “Penny.” John Henry married
Florida Rosie Walker, daughter of Samuel B.
Walker and Rosa Rowe, on May 19, 1937. George
David married Lillian Mae Jenkins, daughter of
Ernest Jenkins and Mary Belvin, on February 6,
1941. James Franklin married Mamie Lee
Charnick on November 26, 1954.

Much of the oral history in this article was
provided by Sarah Jane, Pinkey Mae and others of
the West family. Sarah Jane, Pinkey Mae, and her
second husband, Clement Owens, are shown in
the photographs below.
Bill and Sarah Jane West’s house was built by
Joe Belvin (1861-1943) and Mike Smith (born
about 1856), a local carpenter team of high
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William Cecil West, b. 1886
+ m. Sarah Jane Jenkins, b. 1888, d. 1971
Pinkey Mae West, b. 1907
+m. 1st John West, b. 1900
Willie Lawson West, b. 1925
+ m. Edna Pearl Belvin, b. 1930
Ernest Jesse West, b. 1933
+ m. Edna Pearl Belvin, b. 1930

+m. 2nd Clement Owens, b. 1904
Nannie Pearl West, b. 1908
+m. Preston Smith, b. 1910
Lindsay Smith, b. 1935
+ m. Barbara Jean Jenkins, b. 1943
Harry Truman Smith, b. 1951
+ m. Edla Marie West, b. 1957

Ella West, b. 1910
Mamie Lee West, b. 1912, d. 1950
+m. William Charnick, b. 1907

Life on Big Island

Sarah Jane Jenkins
Wife of William Cecil West

Descendents of William Cecil West,
Son of James and Julia West

Mamie Lee Charnick, b. 1932
+ m. James Franklin West, b. 1928
William Charnick, Jr.

John Henry West, b. 1914
+m. Florida Rosie Walker, b. 1919
George David West, b. 1916
+m. Lillian Mae Jenkins, b. 1924
James Franklin West, b. 1928
+m. Mamie Lee Charnick, b. 1932

Pinkey Mae West Owens
Wife of Clement Owens
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House

Occupants

1

George David and
Lillian West Family

2

Ernest Jessie and
Edna Pearl West
Family

3

Sarah Jane West

4

Preston and Nanny
Pearl Smith Family

3
4
2

1

N

Aerial photograph of Big Island taken around 1967 by Mark Sutton
The four main houses are shown surrounded by gardens.

reputation.[5] It had six rooms and a porch. As their family grew, many of their children
also lived on the island. Houses were built to accommodate the growing families.
Bill and Sarah Janes’s house burned to the ground in 1965 and was immediately
replaced by the current three-room wood structure. At the time that house burned, it was
one of three main dwellings, plus a number of sheds, and a very small cabin where Sarah
Jane lived. All houses still exist, plus a small newer concrete block one constructed by
Truman and Edla Smith. The aerial photograph of Big Island above shows the three main
houses plus Sarah Jane’s small dwelling.
The island with its rich soil was extensively farmed by Bill as it likely was by previous
occupants. To keep the saltwater tides out, earthen dikes (called “ditch banks” in Guinea)
were built in the low areas to keep high tides out of the fields, a very common practice in
the low lands of Guinea. This practice also permitted claiming of more usable land from
the saltwater tides. This was a common practice in the marshes as it allowed land to be
increased to a great degree. Many such ditch-banks still survive in Guinea and can

5.

Both Joe Belvin and Mike Smith are listed in the 1900 census as “house carpenters.”

Vol. 15, No. 3

34

December 2011

Big Island History

especially be seen from the air, best
in winter when the vegetation loses
its leaves. Sarah Jane was said to
hire men such as Henry Hogg (born
1875) to do this work.
Like a lot of the traditional
people who lived in the lower
Guinea areas, extensive gardening
was done to feed their families. In
addition, they were likely to sell or
trade the surplus. They also kept
hogs and chickens and at times a
steer or mule for plow. Like most
who lived next to the Chesapeake
Bay, they caught, ate, and sold
seafood from the bay. They also
George David and Lillian West’s house and yard
hunted water fowl of many types in
the cold seasons when seafood was more scarce. Of course, like in many areas of the
Chesapeake Bay, they harvested oysters, which were one of the longest cash earning
traditions in the entire bay and a major source of income. From the island, oysters could
be taken to the small steamboat wharf that existed nearby, just north of the island, and
sold. The pilings of this wharf were still visible in the 1960s.

Vegetable garden near George David and Lillian West’s house, note fish nets used for fencing.
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Another important island enterprise at that
time was growing watermelons. According to
Miss Rosy, [6] they were sold to people from York
County who would come across the York River in
boats to purchase them. She indicated that Bill at
one time would plant the entire island in melons.
Also, a description of the island in the early
1900s was given to me in 1967 by Miss Rosy from
Horse Point. As a girl, she remembered there
were no trees on the island, and since this may
have been before Bill and Sarah Jane moved there,
it had to have been cleared prior to their arrival.
There is, however, a question of when they were
cut down. I think it most likely that trees were
original to the island since most high land in the
marshes along the bay can be identified because
of the growth of pines on them. Such places can
be spotted from a distance like beacons due to
their unique individual silhouette. The trees were
probably cut down when the island was first
farmed and only started to come back when the
intensive agriculture practices stopped, possibly
when Bill West stopped farming.
At one time, Sarah Jane indicated that Bill
built a boardwalk through the marsh to the edge
of the “cove” on the northeast side where some
boats were tied up in the small creek. In more
recent years the landing on the northwest side of
the island was the more popular place to anchor,
although it is more exposed to the wind. It was
most likely popular because “the cove” was
shallow and would handle only a few small boats.

John Henry West at work with his
fish net and boats

During the early 1900s, the island and the nearby marsh areas witnessed the founding
and booming development of the pound weir fishery, which started in the 1870s. Many of
the men in Guinea and throughout the Chesapeake Bay became involved in this work.
Pound weir camps and their crews were located close to the island in the nearby mainland
marsh areas, many within sight of the island. Their location in the marsh areas was most
likely because this permitted the crews to both walk from home on the mainland to the
work sites and enabled equipment to be moved by wagons and carts across the
marshlands. In addition, the sail-powered boats (actually called “log canoes”) could more
easily grab a good breeze, which would have been difficult if the camps were located in
areas sheltered from the wind. Thus, the treeless marsh areas were ideal until boats
started using motors, which provided watermen a greater choice of locations, many of
them more sheltered. Today there exist the remains of numerous old pound weir
campsites out in the marshes within view of the island and in places around Browns Bay.

6.

Rosa Lee West Jenkins (1894 -1980), wife of Arthur Lee Jenkins.
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George David West handling the net in the
rear while Buck West (son of Ernest Jessie
and Edna Pearl West) sits in the foreground.

“Hot Bill” handles the net on the
bow of the boat. He is the son of
George David and Lillian West.

The pound net fishery became a very large and important industry, building up to
what was perhaps a peak about 1920, employing many men, particularly in Gloucester and
Mathews Counties. The Census of 1910 and 1920 are the only ones that clearly list
fishermen as “pound weir fisherman” in contrast to just as “fishing,” with no method
indicated. In these other years the problem perhaps being that the census taker, likely not
being from that area, had no knowledge of the different kinds of fishing going on and just
listed occupation as “fishing.” I guess they thought that if a guy went out on the bay and
caught fish, that was good enough.
For this fishing fleet of log canoes, Sarah Jane was said to repair the sails from these
vessels by spreading them out on the marsh grass on the island to work on them. This was
noted to me in 1969 by Capt. Dave Bonniville (1892 -1981) who grew up working in the
pound weir business all his life, running his own rig and crew up until about 1970.
Another interesting historical note from Capt. Dave was that his father, Thomas J.
Bonniville, (born about 1849) had been one of the original crew members hired to set and
fish the very first pound weirs in the area. The man introducing the technology to the area
had come down from New Jersey, hauling with him all the essential boats, skiffs, netting,
and gear. He recruited local men to work on his crew to set and fish the weirs. That was
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the start of what was to be a massive industry for the area, very effectively harvesting fish
from the bay for the first time in history. It became a greatly needed economic boost for
the entire Chesapeake Bay in that post Civil War era.
The islanders, like their Guinea neighbors, were mostly economically poor people,
living a largely subsistence lifestyle passed down from their ancestors. This life required
them to be extremely tough due to the demands of their work, which was mainly outside
and often in very bad weather. This was not unlike people in many other rural areas of the
country who did things such as farming, ranching, and trapping. In Guinea, this work
gradually became supplemented more by wage work on boat crews and in seafood
processing facilities on the mainland. Occasionally someone would give up the bay and
take a job at one of the many nearby military facilities. These waterman patterns continue
to this day, except on a smaller scale, because the bay’s ability to produce its seafood
products has continued to decline since the early 1900s. Thus, in the 1960s one could
witness the old-timer pound weir fishermen sitting around the docks or the local store in
the evenings lamenting this sad decline—“Ain’t like it used to be!” In more recent years,
it’s become even worse.
A family cemetery was established on the south end of the island, toward the York
River, in what is today a beautiful grove of pine trees. Apparently, none of the graves had
permanent markers. Sarah Jane gave a list of those buried there: [7]
Mary “Dew” Smith (mother-in-law of Jim West)
Elwood Dawson West (son of John Henry and Florida Walker West)
Bill West (son of Jim and Julia West and husband of Sarah Jane)
Willie West (son of Sarah Jane?)
James Lawson West (son of Sarah Jane?)
Numerous unnamed babies who died during birth

Medical assistance was a problem for the isolated life on the island. In fact, the
reason John and Florida West moved to the mainland in Jenkins Neck in 1949 after losing
Elwood Dawson was because medical aid couldn’t be reached. They didn’t want that to
happen again to another child.
Sarah Jane West died in 1971, and the Big Island was sold in 1973 to Victor A. Liguori.
The last person to leave was Edna Pearl West. The 1973 deed of trust included a list of Big
Island owners: [8]
George David West & Lillian Mae West
James Franklin West & Mamie Lee West
William Charnick, Jr.
Edna Pearl West, widow
Mary Ruth West, unmarried
Willie Jesse West & Peggy S. West
Pinky Mae West & Billy West
Edla Marie Smith & Harry S. Truman Smith
Ella M. West & John Elwood West
Jesse James & Tina B. West
Shirley West & James Franklin West
Rebecca West, unmarried
John F. Kennedy West & Joyce S. West
7.

8.

Jordan, Harry R., Cemeteries of Lower Gloucester County, Virginia, page 17. Mrs. Edna Pearl West gave the
following names for unmarked graves on Big Island: Willie West, James Lawson West, Julie West, William
“Bill” West, Bill West, Elwood West, and Julie West.
Gloucester County Deed Book 176, Page 44
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Martha M. West Wilson & Phillip Wilson
Lindsay L. Smith & Barbara J. Smith
Mary Ann West & Robert Lee West
Steven L. West & Joanie L. Smith

On January 29, 2010, Victor R. Loguori sold the island to Great Island, LLC.

Past Occupants of Big Island
In 1967, Pinkey Mae Owens described physical evidence of early occupation. She
remembered as a child that after her father had plowed the fields and especially once it
had rained she would find items (artifacts) such as clay pipes. As stated earlier, Sarah Jane
West, Pinkey Mae Owens, and others gave oral histories of early occupants of Big Island,
and they are listed as follows:
1. Pinkey Mae Owens and Sarah Jane West mentioned the names Jacob Jenkins and
“Old Man” Armistead Jenkins as occupants of Big Island. [9] In the 1850 census, both
Armistead and Jacob had wives and children, but it is impossible to tell if the families
occupied the island. Jacob was said to have died on the island and was moved “in an ox
cart” off the island, which is a mystery since such a cart wouldn’t be a logical way to cross
the water to the mainland. However, the story of moving a dead person “across the creek”
(usually at a time when it was frozen) is a common theme in the oral traditions in the area.
I do not doubt that someone was indeed “hauled across the creek in an ox cart” on ice.
2. Another version has Armistead Jenkins and Billy Cary Owens living on the island,
but again it’s not known when. Each time occupants of the island are mentioned, they are
given as pairs of men, no mention being made of women or children. Will Cary Owens was
30 in 1870 and thus born about 1840. He was married with two children and was listed in
the census of that year under “agriculture.”[10] Nothing else on him is available in any of
the census records except for mention in the agriculture census for Gloucester County
about the same time, but that page is too out of focus to read, and I have not been able to
obtain a better copy. It would be interesting to know if, like the others mentioned here, he
was farming on the island or on the mainland. Also, the acreage given in that report would
rule out the island if it amounted to more than just a few acres.
3. It also was said that Armistead and Christopher “Kit” West owned the island
together; this “Kit” most likely being one of several Christopher Wests, most likely from
adjacent Jenkins Neck where a Christopher West owned a lot of land on the south side of
Monday Creek. (Note that trying to sort the various Christopher Wests in the history of
Guinea is extremely confusing, there being as many as four alive at one time.). Armistead
Jenkins’ son, Bailey, married Christopher West’s daughter, Emily Frances.[11] In the 1900
census, that Christopher at age 55 was actually living in Bailey’s home, which again makes

9.

In the 1840 Gloucester census, Jacob Jenkins was listed on line 298 with one male between 20 -30, and
another male between 70-80. Armistead Jenkins was listed on line 300 with one male between 20-30, and
another male between 60-70. In the 1850 Gloucester census, the oldest Armistead Jenkins was listed as
#403 as a 65 -year old fisherman. Another Armistead Jenkins was listed as #395 as a 35 -year old fisherman.
Jacob Jenkins was listed as #397 at age 44.
10. In the 1870 Gloucester census, Armistead Jenkins was listed as #A79 at age 76. and William Cary Owens
was listed as #51 at age 30. Cary Owens is listed with his wife in the 1900 Gloucester census.
11. In the 1860 Gloucester census, Bailey Jenkins and his wife, Emily, are listed next to her parents, Christopher
and Nancy Ann West. In the 1870 Gloucester census, Bailey Jenkins and his wife, Emily, are listed as #A95.
Christopher and Nancy Ann West are listed as #A96, and Christopher Jr. and his wife, Lillia, are listed as
#A97.
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a very strong linkage between Armistead and Christopher. Their homes on the mainland
seem to have been close in proximity, which can be noted by their enumeration numbers in
the census records.
4. In 1890, Armistead Jenkins is said to have sold the island [12] (it is impossible to tell
if he owned the entire island or just a share with Christopher) to Christopher’s son Jim
West[13] for $150. Armistead was said to be 90 years old at the time and lived ten years
more before his death at 100. Thus, the sale would have been about 1892, according to
John Henry West. The dates here are from the oral history and like many items here, can't
be backed by documentation.
5. Yet another version describes how either Jim West or his son Bill West bought the
island from “a Shackleford.” [14] It is a mystery how this Shackleford would have obtained
it if this story is true. (Note: One Shackleford did at one time own a lot of the marshland in
Guinea, but whether he owned the island is unknown; this also deserves research in the
county land records.) It is possible the oral history on the island became mixed up with
House

Occupants

1

George David and
Lillian West Family

2

Ernest Jessie and
Edna Pearl West
Family

4

Preston and Nanny
Pearl Smith Family

4
2

2011 MapQuest Satellite
Picture of Big Island
1

Picture is rotated 135 degrees
to match the picture on page 34.
Numbers correspond to those in
that picture. The building in
question may be that of Truman
and Edla Smith. Vegetation has
covered the island and obscured
some of the buildings.

N

12. The 1882 Gloucester tax record list James Thomas Sr. and William Shackelford as owners of 100 acres of
Guinea Marsh. Gloucester Deed Book records the sale of 10 acres of the Great Island from William
Shackelford and two sons of James Thomas to James “Jim” West on June 6, 1906.
13. The father of James “Jim” West was not the same Christopher West mentioned previously in item 3.
14. James West purchased the Great Island in Guinea (10 acres) from William and Betty L. Shackelford (one -half
interest) and William and Maggie Thomas and Washington and Lena Thomas (one-half interest) on June 6,
1906; Gloucester County Deed Book 30, Page 351.
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nearby marshland transactions. Many county records were burned during the Civil War so
land transactions prior to that conflict cannot be checked.
Oral history for the island provides only one mention of a dwelling for the early
inhabitants prior to 1906. Whether there was more than a single dwelling is not known,
nor is whether some of these people lived on the island all at the same time or at different
times. The actual location of this known house was said to be about where the path from
the northwest landing forks, which would place it in an ideal location to be both on high
land but within view and easy reach of the boats landing there, which today has
accumulated a pile of white oyster shells and has the mainland across the water to the west
well within sight.

Addendum: Record Search for Big Island History by L. Roane Hunt
In response to Mark Sutton’s request for more research into the past ownership of Big
Island (or officially Great Island), I searched the Gloucester County land tax records back to
1782 and the deed books back to 1865. Also, genealogy data was obtained from marriage
and census records.
Descendents of William Shackelford

Descendents of James Thomas

William Shackelford, b. 1830, 1910
+ m. 1st Mary Ann Thomas, b. 1834, d. 1882

James Thomas, b. 1822, d. abt 1900
+ m. Martha Jane Smith, b. 1826, d. 1896

James G. Shackelford, b. 1855, d. 1879
Sarah Elizabeth Shackelford, b. 1857, d. 1916
+m. Walter Columbus Hogge, b. 1859, d. 1919
Mildred Ann Shackelford, b. 1858, d. 1942
+m. Joel Hannibal Thomas Jr., b. 1858, d. 1911
William Shackelford, b. 1860
Mary Jane Shackelford, b. 1861, d. 1892
+m. Charles Barclay Rowe, b. 1860
John Mathew Shackelford, b. 1863, d. 1943
+m. Alice Senora Hogge, b. 1869, d. 1911
James Edward Shackelford, b. 1865, d. 1896
+m. Lucy Jane Robins, b. 1868
George Washington Shackelford, b. 1868, d. 1907
+m. Rachel Elizabeth Brown, b. 1870, d. 1942
Joseph Henry Shackelford, b. 1870, d. 1950
+m. Lucy Truman Williams, b. 1875, d. 1942
William W. Shackelford, b. 1871
Samuel Shackelford, b. 1874, d. 1958
+m. Lillian Barnes Thomas, b. 1872

+ m. 2nd Bettie lee King, b. 1863, d. 1912
William Thomas Shackelford, b. 1883
+m. Eva Taliaferro Hogge, b. 1887
Martha Taliaferro Shackelford, b. 1890, 1980
+m. James Madison Williams, b. 1889, d. 1971
Ernest Shackelford, b. 1891
Mary E. Shackelford, b. 1892
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Elizabeth Jane Thomas, b. 1845, d. 1910
+m. William Foster Thomas, b. 1836
Thelma Joanna Thomas, b. 1846, d. 1908
+m. Thomas Jefferson Rowe, b. 1842, d. 1899
John Washington Thomas, b. 1849, d. 1914
+m. 1st Harriet Ann Thomas, b. 1852, d. 1883
+m. 2nd Clara U. Hogg, b. 1866, d. 1889
+m. 3rd Sarah M. “Lena” Williams, b. 1878
William Foster Thomas, b. 1850, d. 1930
+m. Margaret Davis Quillen, b. 1862, d. 1923
Sarah Ann Thomas, b. 1853, d. 1911
+m. William Cary Bland, b. 1849, d. 1891
Coleman Thomas, b. 1855
+m. Maria F. Templeman, b. 1862
Peter Thomas, b. 1856
+m. Maggie ?, b. 1862
Martha Ellen Thomas, b. 1859, d. 1928
+m. William Henry Brown, b. 1850, d. 1935
Rev. James Magruder Thomas, b. 1862, d. 1913
+m. Lucy D. ?, b. 1862
Joseph Franklin Thomas, b. 1866
+m. Ida Elizabeth Thomas, b. 1865, d. 1883
Mary Frances Thomas, b. 1867, 1937
+m. Rosewell Columbus Smith, b. 1857, d. 1944
Alexander Barnes Thomas, b. 1871, 1947
+m. Sue E. Lewis, b. 1873
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#248

#251

1910 Gloucester Census, Abingdon District shows the two Thomas brothers listed at #248 and
#251. Both are listed as employers in pound fishing. Some of their sons are employed by their
fathers.

The first consideration was the large land patent in Guinea of the Dobson family. The
1637-acre tract for the John Dobson estate was defined in 1842 in its division to his four
children. An overlay of this 1842 plat to modern maps by Charles Kerns revealed that the
Big Island was located outside the John Dobson estate, southeast of his estate. No records
were found that identified the ownership of the island for these early years.
As established previously, Jim West purchased the 10-acre island from William
Shackelford and others in 1906. Then, the question was how did William Shackelford
obtain half interest in Big Island? The first clue was in the land tax record for 1882 where
James Thomas Sr. and William Shackelford were assessed tax for 100 acres of Guinea
marsh. The notation for this assessment was that the land was reinstated.
Did this 100 acres include the Big Island? I conclude it was based on Shackelford and
Thomas names listed in the sale to Jim West in 1906. James Thomas’ half interest was
represented by two of his sons: William Foster and John Washington Thomas and their
wives. Also, William Shackelford’s first wife was from the Thomas family. The respective
family charts are presented on the previous page.
James Thomas was a first cousin of William Shackelford’s first wife, Mary Ann
Thomas. It is reasonable that they shared equal ownership of 100 acres of Guinea marsh,
and it was “reinstated” to them in 1882. William and Mary Ann Shackelford had at least
eleven children, and she died in 1882. In 1883, he married his second wife, Bettie Lee King,
and they had at least four children. After selling the island in 1906, he died in 1910 and
she died in 1912.
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James Thomas married Martha Jane Smith, and they had at least twelve children. He
died about 1900, prior to the sale of Big Island in 1906. As mention previously, his two
oldest sons shared their fathers half interest in the sale of Big Island. John Washington
Thomas used his middle name, Washington, for the sale record and in the 1910 census
record shown on the previous page. Washington married three times, and in 1906, his wife
was Sarah M. Williams. Her middle name is not known, but her nickname was “Lena.”
The other son was William Foster Thomas, and his wife was Margaret Davis Quillen.
She was known by her nickname, Maggie, as shown in the 1900 census at #251. The census
suggest that William and Washington lived close to each other, and they both were pound
fisherman. William is shown in the photograph below with his wife and their six
daughters.

Seated from the left: William “Bill” Foster Thomas and wife, Maggie; six daughters standing from
the left: Margaret “Maggie” Inez, Rosa Gertrude, Essie Lee, Hazel Vivian, Leona “Lelia” Maude,
Martha Elizabeth “Lizzie.” Bill and Maggie raised twelve children and two grandchildren.
Photograph submitted by Gordon Riley, a grandson of Bill and Maggie Thomas.

Vol. 15, No. 3

43

December 2011

The Ferol Briggs Scrapbook of Gloucester and Mathews
By William L. Lawrence

While doing research several years ago on old homes of Gloucester, David Brown of
the Fairfield Foundation brought to my attention the collection of Ferol Briggs’ scrapbooks.
Mr. Briggs compiled thirty-two scrapbooks of old homes of eastern Virginia over his
lifetime, and most are located in the archive room of the Department of Historic Resource
in Richmond, VA. He died in 2006 and left three of his scrapbooks to the Orange County
Historical Society and the rest to the DHR. The following comes from Ferol Briggs Jr.’s
autobiography:
I was born in Fredericksburg, Virginia. I can’t remember when I wasn’t interested in
old buildings, especially houses and I was encouraged in this by a history loving family.
My father was a country preacher and we lived in many locations in the state long
enough to absorb some of the history and lore of the area.
I graduated from Lynchburg College, served in the military being stationed in Japan
and Korea. I taught in the public schools of Amherst County and was on the staff of
the Jones Memorial Library in Lynchburg, Virginia. I accepted a position as librarian at
the School of Architecture at U.Va. and when the Art, Drama and Architecture libraries
merged, I became curator of the Architecture School’s pictorial materials and large
slide collection which was housed in the Fiske Kimball Fine Arts Library. For a brief
period I was a field representative for the Virginia Historic Landmarks commission.
In later years I worked for a firm in Orange and have done private research, title
search, and genealogical research. I am now retired.
I became interested in photographs at an early age and was glad to be able to
combine it with my love of Virginia architecture. I spent many enjoyable hours
following back roads and checking old maps in search of interesting, old, and unique
structures & photographs. I also took advantage of house tours and especially Historic
Garden week.
To preserve this growing collection, I began putting the photos along with related
material into albums. It has been a rewarding and enjoyable hobby for over 50 years.
I am a member of the National Trust, the Virginia Historical Society, the Albemarle
County Historical Society, a life member of the APVA, and Historic Gordonsville, Inc.
I live in a home in which I have life estate on a 140 acre place in the southwest
mountains of Albemarle County about 3 ½ miles from Gordonsville, Virginia.
F. O. Briggs, Jr.
3/1/99

Since Volume II of his collection was on Gloucester (with some photos on Mathews at
the end), I thought it important that a copy be made and put in Gloucester’s local library. I
received permission from the DHR to make a copy, and the board of the Gloucester
Genealogical Society approved the funding of the printing and binding costs for a color
copy. So, in the spring of 2011, I met with my friend and distant cousin, Joel P. Cocks, at
the archive room of the DHR in Richmond and with the use of a tripod we photographed
over 300 pages. We also included some pages on Gloucester and Mathews that we found in

Vol. 15, No. 3

44

December 2011

The Ferol Briggs Scrapbook

Volume 28 of his collection titled “Rambles through
Virginia.” I spent the summer cropping and editing the
photos and finished this project in September. The book
was printed by John Henry Printing of York Co., Virginia,
and was finished in time for the September 26 meeting of
the GGSV. The full-size, color copy was donated to the
Gloucester Public Library and a black-and-white copy to the
archive room of the Gloucester Museum of History.
I recommend that anyone interested in the history of
Gloucester County go to the library and browse through this
very special scrapbook
Some sample photos found in the scrapbook follow:

Church Hill – back

Cow Creek Mill

Old Bellamy Church
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Tide mill at Poplar Grove before restoration
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Ice Houses

Exchange

Rosewell

Summerville

Exchange

White Marsh
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The Register of Abingdon Parish
By William L. Lawrence and L. Roane Hunt

The Friends of the Museum would like to announce the republishing of Robert W.
Robins’ compilation of The Register of Abingdon Parish, Gloucester County, Virginia, 16771780. The book lists the birth, marriage, and death dates of the Abingdon Parish members
for those years.
This project was a coordinated effort between Robert W. Robins, Genealogical Society
members William L. Lawrence and L. Roane Hunt, and the Friends of the Museum. The first
printing was in 1981, and those copies have sold out. Some pictures and biographies have
been updated. The 233 page softbound book can be purchased at the Gloucester Museum
of History located in the old Botetourt Hotel for $24.
Robert Wayne Robins (b.1943) is the son of Charles
Franklin Robins (1903 -1993) of Zanoni, Gloucester Co., VA, and
his wife Mary Lou Chandler (1912- 2004). Education in public
schools, Gloucester; BA Univerity of Richmond, 1965; U. S.
Navy, 1966 -1969. In 1967, he married Nancy Brumback
O’Neill, an Arlington Co., VA, schoolteacher, daughter of Leo
Martin O’Neill of Richmond and Luray, VA, and his wife Mary
Virginia Brumback.
With an editorial and paralegal background, Robins has
been engaged in genealogical research for over 40 years. He
began a career in the airline industry in 1983, from which he
took an early retirement about 20 years later. He continues to
work as a professional genealogist from his home in Northern
Virginia. Member: Jamestowne Society, Order of First Families
of Virginia, 1607-1624/5; Society of Colonial Wars, DC & VA;
Order of Founders and Patriots of America; Order of
Descendants of Colonial Physicians and Chirurgiens; Society of
the Cincinnati in the State of Virginia; Sons of the Revolution,
DC; Sons of the American Revolution, DC; Descendents of Loyalists and Patriots of the
American Revolution; Society of the War of 1812, DC & VA; Americans of Royal Descent;
Plantagenet Society, Somerset Chapter, Magna Charta Barons; Colonial Order of the Crown;
Society of Descendents of Knights of the Most Noble Order of the Garter.
Robins was the individual who found the “Gloucester Beehive” seal in the pension
application file of Lt. Joshua Singleton of Gloucester, a veteran of the American Revolution.
One of the seals was found on an affidavit sworn on August 8, 1832, and the other was
affixed to a certified record on March 27, 1845. It was made the official county seal in
1974.
An article by Mr. Robins on the Robins Family was printed in the June 2011 issue of
the Family Tree Searcher.
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“the good old days”

1999 Death Book Project Volunteers: Seated at work, Joan Stubbs, standing
from left, Roane Hunt, Joan Kanter, Ann Earl, and Roger Davis

2003 GGSV Board Meeting: seated from left, Theresa Denby, Roane Hunt, Phil Morton, standing
from left, Roger Davis, Bob Plummer, Harry Jordan, and Martha Morton
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