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The Editor's Page— 

 

This time last year I was completing an article for the 

journal that mentioned many of my Brown relatives.  It also 

mentioned Alexander Coles Brown who worked at Thompson’s 

store in Ware Neck in the late 1800’s.  

A Brown from Ware Neck would likely be related to me, but 

there’s no mention of him in any of my family genealogy.  I spent 

a little time trying to find out how we might be connected, but 

eventually gave up.  

A few days ago I was looking for something on a book shelf 

and came upon a notepad on which I’d scribbled “A. C. Brown” and a reference to pages in 

Reminiscences – Confederate Soldiers of Gloucester County, Virginia (republished by the 

Historical Committee in 2001).  I looked that up, and it turns out that he had contributed 

an interesting letter about his experiences as a soldier.  At age 17 or 18, he joined 

Company A, 34th Virginia Regiment at Gloucester Point in September 1862.  He fought at 

Hatcher’s Run in April 1865 and reported that his father was captured and taken to Point 

Lookout Prison.  His uncle, Lt. Robert D. Miller (flag bearer), and their captain, Thomas A. 

Robins, were killed.  

Alexander did not name his father in his letter, nor did he name a brother mortally 

wounded at Gettysburg.  But the deaths of his uncle and brother led me to, of all places, 

The Family Tree Searcher and Robert Plummer’s article on the Confederate Monument 

(October, 2006) – which mentions both Lt. Miller and Capt. Robins.  With that open and 

thinking of Alexander’s father and brother, I looked up Austin Brown, thought to be the 

same person as Augustine Brown, and found his children listed – including Alexander C. 

Brown. 

I like projects I can complete.  If I paint a room, or assemble a jigsaw puzzle, or wash 

the dishes, at some point I can stand back and say “this is done” and cross it off my list.  

Genealogy isn’t like that.  There’s always more to learn, more questions to answer.  

Sometimes this drives me nuts.  

Though I now have Alexander’s father’s identity and evidence of an association with 

the Miller and Gayle families of Thompson’s store, I’m far from complete.  Before I’d ever 

encountered Alexander, I was already wondering how Austin might be related to my great -

great-grandfather.  Were they brothers?  One more jigsaw piece placed, another in hand.  

I’ve got a lot to do before I feel “done.” 

Enjoy this issue.  Perhaps something here will answer one of your questions – and 

raise new ones! 

 

  Lee Brown, Editor 

 

Lee Brown 
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Felix Rosa Rigau 

 

By L. Roane Hunt 

 

Carmen Bertha Rigau is the daughter of Felix Rosa Rigau and Bertha Alta Dunston.  

Carmen’s first marriage was to Samuel W. Dunston and her second to Sam R. Stanford.  She 

has one son, Col. Charles Samuel Dunston, Commander, Western Sector, U. S. Military 

Entrance Processing Command, U.S.M.C.  At the lively age of eighty-six, Carmen is active in 

GGSV and various service organizations of Gloucester County.  She has collected family 

memories and shares them with us. 

 

The ever-popular movie, Westside Story, shows in 

Hollywood fashion the struggle of Puerto Rican immigrants 

assimilating into “big -city” American society.  Gloucester 

had its own immigration story when Felix Rosa Rigau came 

here in the midst of World War I.  He had dropped out of 

college to join the U.S. Navy, and his ship docked in 

Yorktown.  He met and married Bertha Dunston.  While 

establishing a family in Gloucester, he became a national 

hero in Puerto Rico as their first aviator, touring the island 

giving flying demonstrations and giving sightseeing 

passenger rides during the 1920s.  In 1931, he received the 

first license as an airmail carrier in Puerto Rico.  As a 

pioneer in aviation, he survived at least three crashes of his 

airplanes. 

In Gloucester, Felix did not enjoy the same hero status 

as he received from his homeland.  How did a Puerto Rican 

assimilate into Gloucester society?  He told his children to 

be quiet.  That is to say, do not talk a lot and draw undue 

attention to yourselves.  Let your hard work and service to 

others speak for you.  This is evident in the lives of his 

children.  

Felix mentioned in one of his letters to Bertha, prior to their marriage in 1919, that his 

father-in-law could run his mill, she could run the store, and he could haul the goods to 

Baltimore by airfreight.  Actually, he did fly in Gloucester as a stunt pilot on numerous 

occasions.  He also established many business ventures.  First, he purchased the old Glebe 

School House across the road from the Abingdon Glebe tract and established his home 

there.  On that site, he set up his own flour mill, built a large boat with help from “Day 

Break” Smith of Guinea, added a gasoline pump and tire repair service, established an 

undertaker business using his hearse for ambulance service when needed, established a 

concrete forming business for burial vaults, septic tanks, culverts, and yard ornaments, 

and farmed with a couple of Alis Chalmer tractors.  This short list indicates the variety of 

his endeavors.   

Carmen Stanford holding her 

favorite chicken “Silkie” who 

accompanies her as she maintains 

her proper ties.  Silkie sits on her 

lap as she drives her lawnmower.  
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Rigau Family 

Felix Rigau was born on August 30, 1894, in Sabana Grande, Puerto Rico.  His parents 

were Felipe Rigau and Maria del Carmen Carrera, Felipe’s second wife.  Felix was the 

youngest son of their eleven children.  Felipe was born in Spain, and he and his brothers 

were sailors and ship-captains that sailed the Altantic Ocean for many years.  The Rigau 

family line is traced in Spain to Juan Rigau, born in 1589.   

Felix studied “mechanic engineering and 

electricity” in the city of Mayaguez.  One source 

indicated that he graduated, but a letter to Felix 

from a brother teased him saying he could have 

been a lieutenant in the army if he had not 

dropped out of college.  He left college to join the 

US Navy during World War I.  His brothers were 

successful professionals in Puerto Rico.  

In early 1918, Felix’s naval vessel was docked 

at Yorktown, and the York River was iced over.  

Charles and Georgia Dunston lived at Hayes Store, 

later known as Hayes.  After opening their home 

to the sailors of the ship, they moved into rooms 

above their store and flour mill.  The sailors 

brought cots and set up comfortable living 

quarters.  Mrs. Dunston did the cooking, and the 

Dunston house became a center of many social 

activities, a regular USO.  Many of these sailors 

maintained contact with the Dunston family over 

the years. 

While living with the Dunstons, Felix fell in 

love with their only daughter, Bertha Alto 

Dunston.  Letters from Felix to his “Darling 

Bertha” show his travels and experiences for the 

Felipe Rigau and Maria del Carmen Carrera 

Ancestors of Felix Rosa Rigau  

  Felix Rigau 

   

 Felipe Rigau 

 b. 1821, m. 1877, d. 1901 

   

  Mercedes Barba 

Felix Rosa Rigau  

b. 1894, d. 1954 

  Mansio Carrera 

   

 Maria del Carmen Carrera 

 b. 1861, d. 1923 

   

  Maria Antonia Cancel 

Felix and his six brothers: Ramon, Juanito, 

Jaime, Lope, Rosendo, Gabriel, and Felix 

Felix Rosa Rigau 

Carmen was told that her grandmother in 

Puerto Rico expected a female grandchild and 

sent a gold-chain necklace before she was 

born.  “Grandmother Carmen” died ten days 

before “Granddaughter Carmen” was born.   
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next two years until their marriage on 

December 11, 1919.   

In September 1918, Felix was back in 

Virginia and visited Bertha in Gloucester.  

Later, he was assigned to the US Naval 

Aviation Detachment, first at Minneapolis, MN, 

and then at Seattle, WA, by the end of 

November 1918.  In June 1919, he received an 

aviation pilot license and parachute jumping 

certificate from the Aero Club of America in 

New York City.  In July 1919, he was in flight 

training in Dallas, TX, and received his second 

pilot license, the US Government Pilot License.  

As a qualified aviator, Felix returned to Puerto 

Rico and began raising funds to purchase his 

flying machine.  After purchasing his first airplane, he was the first Puerto Rican to fly 

there.  He promoted flying by holding special demonstrations and giving sightseeing rides 

in various cities throughout the island.  In September 1919, he experienced the first of at 

Sabana Grande, P.R. September 12, 1919 

 

  My Darling Bertha, 

This is to tell you that yesterday I went to San 

German with a passenger to do an exhibition there, but, 

the field was a small one an all the people and 200 

automobiles were there.  When I went to land I could not 

do it without killing about one hundred, then, I had loss 

all my flying speed and had to land on a corn field.  With 

twenty men I put the machine ready again to fly but 

after I was in the air (10 ft high) found that two trees I 

had given order to be cut down were still there.  I tried 

my best to miss them but it was too late.  I did not want 

to heat the trunk, then, pull on the steak and the 

machine went up over the tree but did not clear it.  The 

propeller cut all the top of the tree.  Then, I cut the 

switch and gasoline off for safety as I knew all was 

coming down.  I went engine first but down was going 

Felix knowing it all and making good for every fraction 

of every second.  My last thoughts were of you and my 

darling mother, then, felt a terrible shock and finely 

knew was on solid ground with the tail of my machine 

up in the air like a flag pole.  Then, got out and all the 

public (about 3000) came to me.  Many women crying 

and asking if I was well etc. 

My three brothers, Juanito, Rosendo, and Lope 

came to see me.  They all said I did splend to go up the 

tree rather than hitting the trunk. 

Well, San German gave me a check for $500 of 

the exhibition and are making a collection of one 

thousand dollars to help me buy another machine.  I 

should like to buy a flying boat rather than an 

aeroplane.  Then, we could come to P.R. in it. 

With love and best wishes for all, I am, 

 Your true lover, 

  Felix 

My best regards for Ma. & Pa.  

Bertha Dunston Rigau 

The Eagle from Sabana Grande  

Felix Rosa Rigau 
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least three crashes that he survived.  His unedited 

letter to Bertha Dunston describing the crash reveals 

much about the energetic aviator.  

In the months preceding their marriage, Felix 

wrote frequently to Bertha.  He made numerous 

references to his “Darling Bertha” and to his “Darling 

Mother.”  His mother was not well in 1919 and died in 

1923.  His mother was very affectionate in her letters 

to Bertha, addressing her as “My Dear Daughter 

Bertha” before the marriage.  In each letter from 

Puerto Rico and many cities in the USA, Felix begged 

Bertha to come and visit him, but Bertha never 

accepted these invitations.  It seems that Felix loved to 

travel, but Bertha preferred her home life in 

Gloucester.   

In the early years of his marriage to Bertha, Felix 

spent time in Puerto Rico where he continued to 

promote flying with his exhibitions and passenger 

pleasure rides throughout the 1920s.  In 1931, he was 

the first pilot to be licensed to carry mail by airplane.  

In the celebrations of Puerto Rico aviation, Felix was 

honored as their aviation pioneer in the 50th and 75th 

anniversaries in 1969 and 1994, respectively.  One of 

their airports is named in his honor.  

 

Life in Gloucester  

After their marriage, Felix and Bertha lived with 

her parents who had continued to live above their store at Hayes Store.  Her parents never 

returned to their house after moving out for the sailors during the war.  They had three 

children: Felix Charles, b. Nov. 2, 1921; Carmen Bertha, b. Jun. 17, 1923; and Jaime Lope, b. 

Jun. 23, 1925.  Before the birth of Jaime, the family moved to the old Abingdon Glebe 

School House located across Route 17 from the Abingdon Glebe, later the residence of the 

Mr. George Lamberth family and the Lamberth Lumber Mill.   

Felix made numerous alterations and improvements to the school house as shown by 

the photograph on the next page.  The house was on high ground above the road from 

where the picture was taken.  He constructed a building, also shown on the next page, to 

house a flour mill and other enterprises.  The building was located to the right and down 

the hill from the school house next to the 

road.  Their water well was located on the 

lower level by the flour mill.  He installed a 

special hand pump to force the water up to 

their house.  Water was stored in elevated 

barrels on the porch to provide running water 

to the house.  Before public electricity was 

available in Gloucester, Felix installed wiring 

for electric lights driven by a gasoline engine 

and generator.  He used concrete blocks for 

Bertha and Felix with their children– 

Jaime, Carmen, and Felix 

Felix Rosa Rigau 
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Mill and shops located down the hill from his home were built by Felix Rigau.  Business 

signs above each door read from the left: Shoe Shop, Tire Repairing, and Rigau’s Flour Mill.  

A portion of the mill can be seen through the large open door.   

Rigau home above the flour mill after renovations with concrete blocks and the funeral 

parlor on the left side.  Photograph taken from the bottom of the hill at the edge of the old 

two-lane Route 17.   

Felix Rosa Rigau 
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the exterior of the house that he cast himself.  (See 

photographs on the page 7.)  

Felix established the Rigau Concrete Works that 

manufactured a wide variety of items to meet the 

industrial needs of a developing county.  Besides the 

concrete blocks, he cast septic tanks, culverts, burial 

vaults, yard furniture, and every possible yard ornament.  

Some of these items are displayed in the lower portion of 

the photograph of his home on page 7.  He extended his 

casting to ornamental items for indoor display, such as 

the statue shown in the photograph on the right.  These 

were cast from “Plaster of Paris.”  The flag held by the 

statue was replaceable with other items for seasonal 

emphasis.  Many such novelty items were produced and 

sold in his repair shops.   

Most of his earliest enterprise was in the flour mill 

building that also housed the shoe and tire repair shops.  

The tools and machines to repair shoes were also used to 

sew canvas items including boat sails and flags.  The tire 

repair was a service to automobiles, bicycles, and other 

vehicle needs.  Also, a gas pump was installed in the front of 

the building.  The building was destroyed when Route 17 

was widened to four lanes. 

He installed a small flour mill called The American 

“Midget” Marvel manufactured by The Anglo -American Mill 

Co., Owensboro, KY.  The mill was belt driven by a gasoline 

engine.  This was the same type of mill used by his father -in-

law at Hayes Store.  Since Felix divided his time between 

Gloucester and Puerto Rico, Bertha managed operations in 

his absence.  Carmen recalls that as small children they were 

placed in separate barrels near their mother as she operated 

the mill and other equipment to keep them safe from 

unguarded belts and other dangers.  

Felix Rosa Rigau 

Catalog picture of a flour mill 

Front and back views of a typical concrete block formed by Felix Rigau.  Even with 

the two through-holes, the block is very heavy, excellent bomb-blast security.  

Stenciled on the back is “MFG. BY RELIX R. RIGAU.” 

Typical Statue 
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Felix’s flight activities were not limited to Puerto Rico.  He was able to maintain 

residence there and in Gloucester, flying back and forth as needed.  A news article in the 

Gloucester Gazette indicates that Felix brought his new airplane to Gloucester on August 6, 

1922.  First, he landed at Gloucester Point and then flew to the Court House and landed at 

the fair grounds at Edge Hill.  The article misspells the type of airplane; it was a Curtiss JN -

4.  The list of passengers that took rides included his wife and mother -in-law, Mrs. C. H. 

Dunston.  John Hogge is credited with two rides.  This is interesting because John Hogge 

and Julian Corbell were the two men that walked the airplane wings as Felix did his stunt 

flying.  John Henry Hogge was the son of Richard Thornton Hogge and Cora Davenport 

Williams.  He married Mary Russell Williams.  Julian Cary Corbell was the son of Samuel 

Vaughn Corbell and Agnes C. Thruston.  He married Pearl Elizabeth Winn.  Hogge and 

Corbell were automobile mechanics employed by the 

Edwards Ford Motor Co. in Gloucester Court House.   

The next venture by Felix and Bertha Rigau was the 

funeral service.  (See the card below.)  They were 

certified undertakers.  An additional section was added 

 

Felix Rigau, left, poses with two others: unidentified man 

in middle and John Hogge on the right. 

Felix Rosa Rigau 
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to their home to house the new operations.  They 

procured a hearse for transporting the caskets.  

The hearse also served as an ambulance on call 24 

hours, day and night.  Carmen says her mother 

was the driver.  The hearse was converted to an 

ambulance by removing the funeral label, 

removing the flower rack that hung above the 

casket space, and inserting the cot for the patient.  

In 1930, Felix made the news when he built a 

large boat on site next to his flour mill.  The 

Mathews Journal stated that “Day -break” Smith 

from Guinea was the boat-builder.  The 

photograph suggests that the hull width was twice 

the height of the workmen. The end of the flour 

mill is shown on the left side of the picture.  This 

 

 

Felix Rosa Rigau 

Felix R. Rigau made this furniture from his detailed drawing 
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was a pleasure boat, and it was hauled to 

Gloucester Point and launched beside the 

York River Ferry Wharf.  

Felix also made furniture and the 

cupboard shown on the previous page is a good example of his work.  From a picture 

published in a magazine of an “Early American Queen Anne Cupboard,” he made a detailed 

drawing which guided his work. 

Felix Charles Rigau, the elder brother of Carmen, married Dorothy Hogge, daughter of 

Thomas Jefferson Hogge and Sarah Elizabeth Roberts.  For many years they were members 

of the Achilles Friends Church, but more recently they joined Locus Grove Baptist Church 

where he served as deacon.  They made their home with his mother in the Rigau home 

place, although they owned the Abingdon Glebe Farm across Route 17 adjacent to Hall 

Road.  Felix died in 1994, and Dorothy now lives in the nursing home.   

Felix and Carmen purchased the farm tractors and related equipment from their 

father, and they and their spouses farmed together.  They farmed the surrounding fields, 

some as far as Capahosic.  Carmen says that she and Dorothy drove the tractors during 

World War II.  Later, Carmen’s husband, Sam Dunston, opened a service station near the 

Felix Rosa Rigau, b. 1894, d. 1954 

 +m. 1st Bertha Alta Dunston, b. 1900, d. 1989 

Felix Charles Rigau , b. 1921, d. 1994 

+m. Dorothy May Hogge , b. 1922 

Carmen Bertha Rigau , b. 1923 

+m. 1st Samuel Woodrow Dunston , b. 1913, d. 1965 

Charles Samuel Dunston , b. 1958 

+m. Mary Kathryn Williams , b. 1959 

Charles Jacob Dunston , b. 1988 

Kathryn Carmen Dunston , b. 1991 

Margaret Ann Dunston , b. 1993 

Callie Elizabeth Dunston , b. 1994 

+m. 2nd Sam Rayman Stanford , b. 1918, d. 1999 

Jaime Lope Rigau, b. 1925, d. 1970 

+m. Doris May McCoy , b. 1929 

David Michael Rigau, b. 1951 

+m. Sue Anne Hollenbeck  

Nancy Carmen Rigau , b. 1952 

+m. Garry M. Barnette  

Daniel Ross Rigau, b. 1954 

+m. Lee Ann English  

Nita Ann Rigau, b. 1955 

+m. Charles Edward Carter 

+m. 2nd Estella Martins 

Felix Rosa Rigau, Jr. , b. 1948 

+m. Cynde 

Dr. Felipe Albert Rigau , b. 1949 

Maria Fatima Rigau, b. 1953 

+m. Samuel Stewart Harris, Jr.  

Family of Felix Rosa Rigau 

Felix Rosa Rigau 

Felix Charles Rigau 

Dorothy Hogge Rigau and Carmen Rigau 

Dunston pose on their tractor in their Sunday 

clothes 
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courthouse across the road from Newington Baptist Church.  They sold their part of the 

farm equipment and built their home near her home -place. 

Jaime Lope Rigau, Carmen’s younger brother, 

purchased the Rigau Concrete Works from his father when 

he got out of the navy.  He moved it south of their home -

place next to the American Legion Building, as shown in 

the aerial view below.  Jaime followed his father as an 

aviator and flew his own airplane.  Carmen said that he 

once allowed their father to fly his plane.  Felix took off 

from the Gloucester Airport.  He proceeded to fly under a 

power line along Route 17 in front of Eddie Kemp’s 

Restaurant.  He then made a 360-degree loop and made a 

second pass under the same power line.  Jaime declared 

never to “allow his father to fly his plane again.”   

Jaime was held in high esteem in the Gloucester 

community and was an active deacon in the Newington 

Baptist Church.  He died of leukemia in 1970 at 45 years 

young. 

The Rigau family had a consistent patriotism that 

required them to participate when their nation went to war.  

When World War II began, Felix Charles enlisted in the 

Aerial view near Abingdon Glebe: A- Rigau Concrete Works owned by Jaime Rigau, B– American 

Legion Building, C– American Legion Swimming Pool, D– Corner of Abingdon Glebe Farm owned 

by Felix and Dorothy Rigau, E– Original building for First United Baptist Church, and F– New 

building of First United Baptist Church. 

Jaime Lope Rigau 

Felix Rosa Rigau 
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army and Jaime in the Navy.  Their father took employment with the Navy Mine Depot in 

Yorktown.  Later, he entered the Merchant Marines and served throughout the war years.  

During these years, Felix and Bertha divorced.  He met and married Estella Martins from 

the Azores of Portugal.  Felix and Estella had three children: Felix R. Jr., Felipe, and Maria.  

Felix is a professional photographer.  Dr. Felipe works in the emergency room of Riverside 

Hospital in Newport News.  Maria is married to Stewart Harris, and they live in Gloucester.  

After Felix died in 1954, Estella married E. Wellingon Rilee.  His daughter, Sylvia, and 

her husband are included in the above photograph of the Rigau -Rilee family.  

 

Dunston Family 

Carmen Bertha Rigau married Samuel Woodrow Dunston on 

February 2, 1940, and their only child, Charles Samuel Dunston, 

was born on April 9, 1958.  Col. Charles Dunston has had a 

distinguished career in the USMC.  He married Mary Kathryn 

Williams, daughter of Byron Williams (local architect) and Nancy Lee 

Flythe.  They have four children as shown in the diagram on page 

11.   

Carmen’s mother and husband, Samuel Woodrow Dunston, 

were both descendents of Richard D. Dunston.  (See pedigree chart 

on next page.)  The 1850 census indicates he was born about 1803, 

but he was not listed as age 21 in the personal property tax records 

until 1826 indicating a birth date of about 1805.  His parents are 

unknown.  The chart shows that Carmen’s line of descent was 

Bertha, Charles Hall, Edward Walter to Richard D. Dunston.  Samuel 

Woodrow Dunston’s line of descent was Oscar Thomas, Powhatan 

Clark to Richard D. Dunston.  

Ensign Felix Rosa Rigau 

Felix Rosa Rigau 

Rigau-Rilee family: (front row) Maria Rigau Harris, Estella 

Rigau Rilee, Sylvia Rilee Garlick, Dr. Felipe Rigau, (back 

row) Stewart Harris, Felix Rosa Rigau, Jr., Cynde Rigau, 

and Joel Garlick 

Young Charles Dunston 

held by his grand-

mother, Bertha Dunston 
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Ancestors of Charles Samuel Dunston  

   Powhatan Clark Dunston 

   b. 1845, m. 1870, d. 1885 

  Oscar Thomas Dunston 

  b. 1878, m. 1902, d. 1929 

   Rebecca Ann Kemp 

   b. 1842, d. 1912 

 Samuel Woodrow Dunston 

 b. 1913, m. 1940, d. 1965 

   Beverly Washington Kemp, Jr. 

   b. 1849, m. 1875 

  Rebecca Ann Kemp 

  b. 1879, d. 1918 

   Rebecca T. Fletcher 

   b. 1848 

Charles Samuel Dunston m. Mary Kathryn Williams 

b. 1958 

  Felix Rosa Rigau 

  b. 1894, m. 1919, d. 1954 

 Carmen Bertha Rigau 

 b. 1923 

   Charles Hall Dunston 

   b. 1876, m. 1896, d. 1946 

  Bertha Alta Dunston 

  b. 1900, d. 1989 

   Georgia Aldine Smith 

   b. 1875, d. 1957 

    Richard D. Dunston 

    b. 1803 

    Susan Hughes 

    b. 1812 

    Beverly Washington Kemp 

    b. 1800 

    Mary B. Dunston 

    b. 1812 

    Beverly Washington Kemp 

    b. 1800 

    Mary B. Dunston 

    b. 1812 

    James B. Fletcher 

    b. 1818 

    Lilly A. Minor 

    b. 1825 

    Edward Walter Dunston 

    b. 1849, d. 1907 

    Asenath Elizabeth Teagle 

    b. 1852, d. 1929 

    George Washington Smith 

    b. 1848, d. 1912 

    Frances Jenkins 

    b. 1853, d. 1935 

Son of Richard D. 

& Susan Dunston 

Felix Rosa Rigau 
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Richard D. Dunston’s first marriage was to Julia 

Catherine (maiden name unknown).  They had at least six 

children.  The first child, Emeline, was born in 1828.  Their 

last child, Andrew, was born in 1840, and Julia probably 

died at childbirth.   

The 1830 land tax records indicate that Richard purchased his first 66 acres from 

Matthew Glenn, 15 miles north of the courthouse around the Glenns area.  In 1832, he was 

charged with 40.5 acres in that area purchased from Robert C. Garland, and in 1838, he 

was charged with 42.5 acres purchased from James Lawson.  He sold all of this land to 

James Soles in 1843.   

Richard probably married his second wife, Susan Hughes, around 1843.  She was the 

widow of Henry Stubblefield by whom she had at least three children.  Susan was the 

daughter of Jasper Clayton Hughes and Signora Washington Buckner.  Letters between 

Susan’s brothers are published in the FTS, Vol. 9, No. 1.  In September 1841, Skaife Hughes 

writes to Thomas Jefferson Hughes that Susan and her husband (Stubblefield) are well.   

On December 13, 1841, Susan’s brother, Henry Hughes, recorded a survey of 175.5 

acres of the Crockett tract to Richard D. Dunston from John Tabb.  This tract was 514 acres 

between the Abingdon Glebe and the Selden (now Robins) Mill Pond.  Richard’s portion was 

adjacent to the mill pond.  It appears that from this Dunston -Hughes connection, Richard 

and Susan married around 1843.  Their first child, Thomas Jefferson Dunston, was born in 

1844 and died in the Civil War.  Their second and third sons were Powhatan Clark and 

Edward Walter, respectively.  Their daughter, Rosa Belle, married Beverly Washington 

Kemp, Jr.   

Richard Dunston was not charged tax for the Crockett property until 1852 indicating 

that the transaction was not complete (paid for) until then.  Richard died around 1853 

based on the fact that his property was listed as Richard D. Dunston estate in 1853.   

Photograph of three generations: 

Georgia Smith Dunston, Bertha 

Dunston Rigau, and Carmen 

Rigau Dunston, taken in 1949 in 

front of Sam and Carmen’s first 

home.   

Felix Rosa Rigau 

The Charles Samuel Dunston Family: from the left, Kathryn, 

Callie, Charles Jacob, Margaret, Mary Kathryn, and Charles 

Samuel Dunston 



Vol. 13, No. 1 16 December 2009 

Powhatan Dunston married Rebecca Kemp, daughter of Beverly Washington Kemp, Sr.  

Their son, Oscar Thomas, married Rebecca Kemp, daughter of Beverly Washington Kemp, 

Jr.  Their son, Samuel Woodrow, married Carmen Rigau.  

Edward Walter Dunston married Asenath Elizabeth Teagle, daughter of John A. Teagle 

and Martha Ellen Hall.  Their son, Charles Hall, married Georgia Smith, daughter of George 

Washington Smith and Frances Jenkins.  Their daughter, Bertha, married Felix Rosa Rigau.  

When we take into consideration the history of Gloucester County and the people who 

have contributed to its success, it would be short -sighted to dismiss the impact that has 

been made and continues to be made by the Rigau -Dunston family.  We thank Carmen for 

sharing her family’s story with the Society.  ‡ 

Felix Rosa Rigau 

Tombstone of Felix Rosa Rigau, Sr., 

in Abingdon Church Cemetery 

Carmen and her sister,  

Maria Rigau Harris 
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“Free” People of Colour  

in Gloucester County, Virginia 

 

By Edwin B. Washington, Jr., and L. Roane Hunt  

 

In 1913, Thomas Calhoun Walker, Jr., a prominent African American lawyer and 

Gloucester County resident, wrote:  

“About fifty years ago occurred the emancipation of four million slaves.  Prior 

to the general emancipation there were in each state, and perhaps in each 

county of the Southern States, a few who were called free Negroes.  The only 

difference in the two classes of Negroes was that one was without task-masters, 

though subject to all the hardships of slavery save the task-master.  A few of 

these free Negroes in each county owned a small acreage.  At the close of the 

Civil War, as far as our records disclose, the free Negroes owned 537 acres of 

land in Gloucester County.  This information is not claimed to be thoroughly 

accurate because of the destruction of the records during the Civil War.  Even 

the United States Government, prior to 180, as far as my information goes, had 

not seen fit to tabulate Negro ownership of land.” [1] 

Nine years later in 1922, Carter Godwin Woodson, founder of the Association for the 

Study of Negro Life and History, authored The Negro in Our History. [2]  In Chapter 8: The 

Free Negro, Woodson, citing honorable service in the Revolutionary War, land ownership, 

and other positive actions, informed us how they “accomplished much to convince the 

world of the native ability of the Negroes to extricate themselves from peculiar situations and 

to make progress in spite of opposition” to highlight the advances made by the free Negroes 

despite the opposition.  In an earlier chapter of this book, he wrote the following passage:  

“The first impulse to general improvement of the Negroes came through the 

new sects, which in this social upheaval attained not only toleration but 

freedom.  As there was less ground for antagonism to the development of the 

Negroes in this direction, many of them became socially equal with the white 

communicants, and some Negro churchmen trained by pious whites preached 

to audiences of the Caucasian race.  Among these was Jacob Bishop…pastor of 

the first Baptist church (white) of Portsmouth, Virginia. William Lemon was at 

this time preaching to a white congregation at Pettsworth [sic] or Gloucester, 

Virginia.” 

Questions such as “What happened to …?” or “How did she end up in…?” often divert 

attention from a primary research goal.  Such is the case with the authors’ curiosity about 

the Free People of Color (FPOC) in Gloucester County.  As Walker wrote, this term was used 

to address the non-white citizens living in slave states that did not have owners or masters.  

They were not officially enslaved, but their limited rights were severely restricted or 

eliminated, especially so by the Virginia Legislature.  
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This article, a collaborative research effort between Edwin B. Washington, Jr. and L. 

Roane Hunt, attempts to answer the question “What happened to the free colored 

population of Gloucester County?” by using snapshots of legislation, census statistics, tax 

lists, court minutes, and reports from the American Colonization Society (ACS).  The 

authors felt the most information on this subject could be gained by examining the 

“special” laws directed at the FPOC of Virginia, and the subsequent application of these 

laws to the Gloucester population.  Unfortunately, several large gaps in the Gloucester 

County court minutes prevented us from finding documentation to prove or disprove some 

of our conjectures. 

First, this population was often referred to as “free negroes and mulattoes,” with the 

term “mulatto” being defined as follows:  

Excerpt from a Virginia law enacted by the General Assembly, 1779 [3] 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly, That every person of whose 

grandfathers or grandmothers any one is, or shall have been a negro, although 

all his other progenitors, except that descending from the negro, shall have 

been white persons, shall be deemed a mulatto; and so every such person who 

shall have one fourth part or more of negro blood, shall in like manner be 

deemed a mulatto. 

The ideals expressed in the poetic language of the Code of Virginia, “That all men are 

by nature equally free and independent, and have certain inherent rights, of which, when 

they enter into a state of society, they cannot, by any compact, deprive or divest their 

posterity…,” were often ignored.  Obviously, the non -white population, both free and 

enslaved, were not included in “all men,” because despite these ideals and guidelines, the 

General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Virginia regularly passed laws that chipped 

away at the rights of the FPOC, often establishing the same restrictions and penalties for 

them as for the enslaved population.  The few paragraphs that follow show how their 

rights, guaranteed by the Bill of Rights, were regularly under attack.  

AMENDMENT I (of the U. S. Constitution)  

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 

prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of 

the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 

Government for a redress of grievances. 

Excerpt from a Virginia law enacted by the General Assembly, 15 March 1832 [4] 

Be it enacted by the general assembly, That no slave, free negro or mulatto, 

whether he shall have been ordained or licensed, or otherwise, shall hereafter 

undertake to preach, exhort or conduct, or hold any assembly or meeting, for 

religious or other purposes, either in the day time or at night;… 

AMENDMENT II (of the U. S. Constitution)  

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right 

of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed. 

Excerpt from a Virginia law enacted 15 March 1832 [5] 

No free negro or mulatto shall be suffered to keep or carry any firelock of any 

kind, any military weapon, or any powder or lead; and any free negro or 

mulatto who shall so offend, shall, on conviction before a justice of the peace, 

forfeit all such arms and ammunition to the use of the informer, and shall 

moreover be punished with stripes, at the discretion of the justice, not exceeding 
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thirty-nine lashes. 

AMENDMENT IV (of the U. S. Constitution)  

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, 

against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no 

Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or 

affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the 

persons or things to be seized. 

Excerpt from a Virginia law enacted 9 April 1839 [6] 

Be it enacted by the general assembly of Virginia, That patrols are hereby 

authorized to force open the doors of free negroes and mulattoes, and of slaves 

in the absence of their masters or overseers, when access is denied, when in 

search of fire arms or other weapons, by authority of a warrant from a justice 

of the peace, issued for that purpose. 

AMENDMENT VIII (of the U. S. Constitution)  

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and 

unusual punishments inflicted. 

Excerpt from a Virginia law enacted 16 February 1820 [7] 

Hereafter, it shall be lawful to hire out free negroes and mulattoes for the 

payment of their taxes and levies, pursuant to law: Provided, That no one shall 

be hired for a less sum than eight cents per day, any thing in the fifty-eighth 

section of the said act to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Excerpt from Gloucester County Court minutes, November 1821 session [8] 

A list of Free Negroes and Mulattoes insolvent in the poor levy returned by 

order of the trustees of the Gloucester Charity School, is ordered to be filed in 

the clerk’s office and that the Free Negroes and Mulattoes therein mentioned be 

hired out by the Sheriff according to law to raise the said levy. 

Note: In later years, the full names of the delinquent individuals were included 

in the court minutes.  (See excerpts from the November 1834 and October 

1835 sessions of the Gloucester County Court minutes at the end of this 

article.) 

Excerpt from a Virginia law enacted 15 March 1832 [9] 

Free negroes and mulattoes shall hereafter be prosecuted, tried, convicted and 

punished for any felony, by justices of oyer and terminer, in the same manner 

as slaves are now prosecuted, tried, convicted and punished:…  

In addition to the loss of many of their inalienable rights, the FPOC were not allowed 

to vote, they were not allowed to be educated, [10] they were not allowed to move about 

without permission, they were not allowed to own or sell certain property, they were likely 

to be legally indentured, they were subjected to special taxes and levies, and they were 

liable to inscription into the Confederate army.  

Next, they were subjected to continuing efforts by the state and local governments of 

Virginia to remove them from the commonwealth.  As early as 1806, [11] laws were passed 

to remove all emancipated slaves.  As late as 1853, provisions were made for their 

voluntary removal.  In 1833, on the heels of the Nat Turner rebellion, [12] a law was passed 

that resulted in an enumeration of the free persons of color that provided records rich in 

genealogical information.  The list provides the full names of taxable and non -taxable 
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individuals and lists them in family units ( see Tables 3a and 3b).   

Excerpt from a Virginia law passed 4 March 1833 [13] 

Whenever satisfactory proof shall be produced to the said board of 

commissioners, that any number of free persons of colour, shall have been 

actually transported to the colony at Liberia, or other place on the western 

coast of Africa, or that they shall have been embarked for transportation 

thither, from within the limits of this commonwealth, by the American 

colonization society, it shall be lawful, and the said board of commissioners are 

hereby required to issue their warrant on the treasury of this commonwealth, 

for such sum or sums of money as may be necessary to defray the costs of 

transporting and subsisting such free persons of colour for a limited time, on 

the said coast of Africa, payable to the authorized and accredited agent or 

agents of the said American colonization society: 

On 4 November 1829, prior to the aforementioned enumeration, Phill Cooler, a slave 

in Gloucester County, petitioned [14] the Virginia Assembly for his freedom and permission 

to remain in Virginia should his request for freedom be granted.  Eighteen citizens signed 

the petition which included a statement: “…we are well acquainted with Phill Cooler and his 

wife Eliza Morriss... We have no hesitation in saying that the facts stated in the foregoing 

petition are true and that it would be an act of humanity to pass such an act as is prayed 

for.”  In the special tax enumeration, the family of Phill Coola [ sic] was listed among the 

non-taxed FPOC in Gloucester; Cooler was not listed as a free person in this enumeration.  

Nor was he enumerated in the 1850 census which supports the theory that his petition was 

not granted. [15] 

The 1833 law depended upon the voluntary cooperation of the FPOC in conjunction 

with efforts of the ACS and the Virginia (Richmond -Manchester) Colonization Society.  

When the enumeration was done, the word “emancipated” was written beside the names of 

five men: Daniel Rilee, Charles Rilee, Frank Rilee, Peter Hearn, and Jack ?.  Lacking a written 

explanation, it is reasonable to assume these men were free by emancipation rather than 

birth.  None of the men appeared on the 1840 census of Gloucester County; three of them, 

Daniel Riley, Charles Riley, and Peter Hearne appeared on the 1850 census.  Frank Rilee was 

not listed as a Gloucester resident, and Jack could not be identified without a surname.  

The authors’ conclusion is that these men had been recently emancipated (after 1806), but 

had not removed themselves from the commonwealth nor had they been removed within 

twelve months of their emancipation.  

In 1836, pursuant to a successful bid by the citizens of Northampton County to 

borrow money for financing the removal of the free people of color from their county, the 

citizens of Gloucester County petitioned the General Assembly to borrow money for the 

same purpose.  The excerpts below document the following sequence of events: (1) the 

action taken by the General Assembly on the Northampton petition, (2) the Gloucester 

County petition, and (3) the action taken by the General Assembly on the Gloucester 

petition.  Again, a gap in the Gloucester court minutes, which included the several years 

after the petition, prevented learning about any follow -up actions taken by the citizens of 

Gloucester. 

Excerpt from a Virginia Law enacted 5 March 1832 [16] 

Whereas from a representation made to this general assembly by the people of 

Northampton county, it satisfactorily appears that it is absolutely necessary, not 

only to the correct government of their slaves, but also to the peace and safety 
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of their society, that the free people of colour should be promptly removed from 

that county; 

Excerpt from a Gloucester petition to General Assembly of Virginia, 1836 [17] 

… The principle cause to be assigned for the insubordination existing, at present 

among the slave population is the residence of the Free people of colour, who 

not only add nothing to the effective labour of the County, but are dissolute in 

their morals, and by their example promote sedition and vice of every kind 

among the slaves.  Their idleness, which they seem to regard as the only 

privilege freedom confers, together with the degraded rank they occupy in 

society, engenders discontent among themselves, which the liberty they enjoy of 

roving about at large through the County, gives them every opportunity of 

sowing the seeds of dissatisfaction among the slaves. 

… Impressed with the vital importance of the subject the people of this County 

have assembled and appointed a Committee to borrow the sum of Fifteen 

Thousand Dollars to be reimbursed by an annual tax to be levied on the people 

of the County, with the intent that the sum thus raised should be applied to the 

removal of the free people of colour.  Your petitioners are encouraged in 

making this application, by the recollection, that the neighbouring County of 

Northampton as late as the year 1832 made a similar request of your 

honourable body, and that the act passed at the instance of that County had a 

most beneficial effect. 

Excerpt from a Virginia law enacted 9 March 1836 [18] 

Whereas from a petition made to this general assembly by a portion of the 

people of the county of Gloucester, it satisfactorily appears that it is absolutely 

necessary not only to the correct government of their slaves, but also to the 

peace and safety of their society, that the free people of colour should be 

promptly removed from that county; and also, in order to effect their removal 

in a manner as humane and as little oppressive as possible, the people of said 

county assembled in public meeting, have appointed a committee with authority 

to borrow a sum of money not exceeding fifteen thousand dollars… 

After an initial effort to reconcile the two main sources of information (tax lists and 

census data), one fact became evident: the criteria for deciding which persons would/would 

not be counted or enumerated were markedly different for the census and for taxes.  Also, 

there must have been different criteria for determining whom to count in different tax 

years, with 1833 being special in that free persons of color who were not responsible for 

paying a personal tax were included in the enumeration.  From 1831 through 1840, the 

taxable Gloucester FPOC ranged from a low of four in 1837 to eleven in 1832.  From 1841 

through 1844, there was an average of 101 individuals that were taxable. This latter figure 

was much closer to the 98 taxable individuals listed in 1833.  

A name-by-name comparison of taxable individuals listed in the 1833 tax list was 

made to those enumerated on the census schedules from 1810 through 1850.  As might be 

expected, the census years closest to 1833 produced the most matches (33 of those 

enumerated in 1830 were listed in 1833; 36 of those enumerated in 1840 were listed in 

1833).  The names on the 1830 census were then compared to those on the 1840 census.  

Surprisingly, there were only 30 matches.  The numbers before and after 1833 were close 

to each other, but were significantly different from that in 1833. It was decided that the 

criteria for listing individuals was too inconsistent to use “missing” names as the basis for 
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any theory on what happened to the FPOC of Gloucester.  

 

Table 1: U. S. Federal Census Statistics [19] 

U.S. Federal Census 1820 1830 1840 1850 1860 

Virginia population 1,065,379 1,211,405 1,239,797 1,421,661 1,596,318 

Virginia FPOC population 36,888 47,348 49,852 54,333 58,042 

Virginia FPOC percent of total population 3.46% 3.91% 4.02% 3.82% 3.64% 

      

Gloucester population 9,678 10,608 10,715 10,527 10,956 

Gloucester FPOC population 462 603 612 680 703 

Gloucester FPOC percent of total population 4.77% 5.68% 5.71% 6.46% 6.42% 

 

The information in Table 1 was taken from the U. S. Federal Census and provides a 10 -

year snapshot of the Virginia and Gloucester County populations.  Over the forty -year 

period from 1820 to 1860, the total population of Virginia and that of the Free People of 

Color grew at approximately the same rate; the total Virginia population grew 

approximately 11% each decade; the FPOC population grew about 12% each decade.  

Although it is estimated that approximately 3,733 [20] Virginians were voluntarily relocated 

to the west coast of Africa (primarily Liberia), this would suggest the legislative efforts had 

little, if any, overall success in significantly reducing the Free Negro and Mulatto 

population within the commonwealth.  

The Gloucester statistics would indicate the removal efforts were much less effective 

there than in the other counties and cities.  While the total population of Gloucester grew 

approximately 3% every ten years, the FPOC grew almost 12% over the same time period.  

 

Table 2: Gloucester County Personal Tax Statistics  

Gloucester Personal Tax List  1830 1831 1832 1833 1834 1835 

Number of FPOC on personal tax list [21] 3 6 11 97 7 8 

Number of non-taxable FPOC [21] n/a n/a n/a 324 n/a n/a 

Number of FPOC delinquent in paying tax     63[22] 60[23] 

Total number of taxable FPOC    97 70 68 

 

In Table 2, the authors attempted to use information from the tax lists and the 

Gloucester County Court minutes to corroborate data from the census.  However, 

incomplete and missing entries in the court minutes prevented the validation or 

invalidation of many assumptions.  Specifically, the absence of information about the 

“insolvent” free persons of color in 1830 through 1832 made it impossible to estimate their 

numbers.  In 1833, when those numbers would have been most useful, the extant court 

minutes did not contain an entry relative to the FPOC community in either the October or 

November session.  The gaps in the court minutes also frustrated other attempts to 

reconcile different sources of information.  

The low numbers of taxable individuals in 1830, 1831, 1832, 1834, and 1835, as 

opposed to the number in 1833, suggests that the normal rule was to list only those 

individuals that actually paid the tax.  Lists of FPOC “insolvent” in the tax appeared in the 

1834 and 1835 court minutes.  These numbers, when added to the numbers for the tax 

lists of 1834 and 1835, bring the total taxable individuals closer to that of 1833.  Due to a 
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gap in the court minutes, the “insolvent” numbers are not available for 1830 -1833. In 1833, 

Gloucester’s total FPOC population according to the tax list was 421 (97 taxable, 324 non -

taxable). This, however, falls far short of the 600+ that were enumerated in 1830 and 1840.  

The following entry from the 1834 Gloucester County Court minutes and a similar one 

from 1835 were used by the authors in an attempt to reconcile the huge gap in the number 

of taxable free persons of color enumerated in 1834 and 1835 as opposed to those 

enumerated in 1833.  The Virginia General Assembly had enacted a law giving county 

governments the authority to hire out any FPOC “delinquent” or “insolvent” in the payment 

of the personal tax. In 1834 and 1835, these individuals were listed by name in the 

minutes.  (They appear in Table 2 as Number of FPOC delinquent in paying tax..  Also, see 

actual scan of record on next page.)  

Excerpt from Gloucester County Court minutes, November 1834 session  

The Sheriff having returned the following free persons of Colour as having 

failed to pay taxes &c for the present year Viz. Thos. Blufoot, Francis Blufoot, 

Robert Broadus, John Cook, Jacob Coleman, Lorenzo Driver, John Purcell, 

Lorenzo Saml. Driver, Daniel Rilee, Richd. Fary, Frank Rilee, Richard Lemon & 

son, Mordecai Lemon, John Lemon, Ned Lemon, Lewis Lemon, James Lemon, 

Thomas Lemon, Ellick King, William King, William Goldman, Philip Morriss, Seth 

Morriss, James Morriss, Robin Wilson, Thomas Morriss, Alexander King, Wm. 

Blufoot, Wm. Hayes, Clayton Morriss, Elijah Hayes, Charles Denniss, Allen Kelly, 

Thomas Chapman, Hairrison Morriss, Beverly Morriss, Frank Scott, Henry 

Purcell, John Boswell, Thomas Morriss, George at C. Roane’s, Nelson Purcell, 

Willis Goldman, Henry Benke, Daniel Benke, Henry Booker, John West, Samuel 

Morriss, Francis Lemon, Frank Blufoot, Littlejohn Morriss, John Benke, Thomas 

Kelly, Mason Collins, Paul Meggs, Bristow Dennis, Henry King, Geo. Wallace, 

William Wilson, Dempsey Anderson, Robert Chapman and James King from 

each of whom the sum of sixty-nine and a half cents is due, it is ordered that the 

Sheriff hire them out respectfully to raise the sum aforesaid according to law. 

Around 1849, the Colonization Committee of the General Assembly of Virginia filed a 

report that included the following passage, which stated the prevailing attitude of 

Virginia’s ruling population toward the FPOC:  

The public sentiment of Virginia, from her great men down through the masses 

of an intelligent and upright people, has been so clearly expressed in favor of 

African colonization, as to warrant the assertion that no subject has ever come 

before the representatives of the people with a more extensive share of cordial, 

popular approbation.  The evils resulting from the presence of free negroes 

amongst us are, indeed, too palpable to be concealed from the most obtuse 

intellect, and consequently, there could probably not be found a single man in 

the whole state who would not be in favor of removing them in one way or 

another… 

…We may, in this connection, content ourselves with adopting the words of an 

eloquent Virginian [the name was not cited] , that “Slavery on this continent is 

the gift of Heaven to Africa. Africa gave to Virginia a savage and a slave – 

Virginia gives back to Africa a citizen and a Christian… 

Excerpt from a Virginia law enacted 11 March 1850 [24] 

Be it enacted by the general assembly, That the sum of thirty thousand dollars 
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shall be and the same is hereby appropriated, to be paid annually, for the 

period of five years, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise 

appropriated, for the purposes and in the manner hereinafter prescribed. 

…Whenever satisfactory proof shall be produced to the said board of 

commissioners that any number of free persons of color, now free and residents 

of this state, and their children, shall have been actually transported to the 

colony at Liberia, or other place on the western coast of Africa, or that they 

shall have been embarked for transportation thither, from within the limits of 

this commonwealth, by the American Colonization society, it shall be lawful, 

and the said board of commissioners are hereby required, to issue their 

warrant on the treasury of this commonwealth for such sum or sums of money 

as may be necessary to defray the costs of transporting and subsisting such free 

persons of color for a limited time on the said coast of Africa, payable to the 

authorized and accredited agent or agents of the said American Colonization 

society:… 

Be it further enacted, That an annual tax of one dollar shall be and the same is 

hereby levied upon every male free negro of the age of twenty-one years and 

Excerpt from Gloucester County Court minutes, November 1834 session  
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under fifty-five years, to be ascertained and assessed on each by the 

commissioner of the revenue in every year, and collected by the sheriff or other 

collector of the public revenue as other public taxes or levies upon free negroes 

are collected…The fund arising from this source shall be applied to the removal 

of free negroes from this commonwealth… 

Excerpt from a Virginia law enacted 7 March 1851 [25] 

The several commissioners of the revenue in this commonwealth shall be and 

they are hereby allowed two cents for each free negro that may be assessed by 

them under the provisions of the third section of the act of the general 

assembly, passed the eleventh of March eighteen hundred and fifty, entitled “An 

act making appropriations for the removal of free persons of color, and for 

other purposes,” to be paid by warrant of the auditor on the treasurer, upon an 

account made out and duly certified by the county court. 

The following excerpt from the 1843 ACS annual report contains the first mention of 

Gloucester County (within the reports that were searched, i.e., from 1826 through 1867):  

A number of slaves, near Shepherdstown, are in a state of preparation to 

emigrate, whenever the Society shall be able to receive them.  A venerable aged 

gentleman, in Tennessee, is desirous of sending sixty-eight persons, his servants 

to Liberia, but is unable to defray their expenses.  In Lynchburg, Va., are five; in 

Gloucester county, sixteen; and in Nansemond county, another company, about 

seventeen; and in Richmond, a number; all waiting to receive the aid of the 

Society. [26] 

These sixteen slaves were mentioned again in the 1844 and 1854 annual reports; they 

were enumerated in the 1853 African Repository (below)  and shown on the next page.  

The following expeditions have been sent to Liberia since our last annual 

meeting. The ship Banshee sailed from Norfolk the 30

th

 of April, with one 

hundred and sixty-one emigrants. Fifty-seven of these were born free, sixteen 

purchased their freedom or were purchased by their friends. Ninety were 

emancipated, sixteen by will of Wm. Smart, of Gloucester county, Va.; thirty-six 

by will of Miss Betsey Gordon of Orange county, Va… [27] 

William Smart [28] was born on July 20, 1784, in England and died in Gloucester on 

February 10, 1840.  He appeared on the Gloucester personal tax lists every year from 1814 

through 1840 with as many as eight slaves above the age of 12 years and as few as three.  

From 1815 through 1835, he was a licensed retail merchant in Gloucester Court House, and 

in 1828, he was listed as postmaster.  Unfortunately, the unavailability of wills for 

Gloucester County prior to 1862 and a gap (1834-1846) in the court minutes prevented 

learning more about the will of William Smart and the slaves that were emancipated 

thereby. Fortunately, these slaves were listed by name and age in an ACS journal. [29]  

However, no individuals with the surname Smart (black or white) were found in either the 

Gloucester County tax lists between 1841 and 1854 or the censuses of 1840 and 1850.  An 

interesting coincidence is that in November 1853 (the same year that the Gloucester slaves 

emigrated), a family of slaves emancipated by Colonel Robert E. Lee departed for Liberia on 

that same ship, Banshee. 
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Excerpt from a Virginia law enacted 18 February 1856 

Be it enacted by the general assembly, that it shall be lawful for any free person 

of color, resident within this commonwealth, of the age of eighteen years if a 

female, and of the age of twenty-one years if a male, to choose his or her 

master, upon the terms and conditions herein after mentioned. 

When any free person as aforesaid desires to choose a master, such person shall 

file a petition in the circuit court of the county or corporation in which such free 

person of color resides, setting forth his desire to choose an owner, and setting 

forth the name of such person as he or she desires to select as an owner; which 

petition shall be signed by such free person of color in the presence of at least 

two subscribing witnesses. 
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The authors were unable to uncover any evidence to indicate that any Gloucester 

County resident had chosen to voluntarily enslave himself or herself.  

It goes without saying that the Civil War had a profound affect on Virginia’s people of 

color, both slave and free.  In 1861, the commonwealth found it expedient to enact laws to 

impress them into supporting the Confederacy. Ironically, after decades of enacting 

legislation to reduce their numbers in Virginia, in 1864, the General Assembly passed a law 

to prevent them from escaping to the public enemy. 

Excerpt from a Virginia law enacted 1 July 1861 [30] 

Be it ordained, that the county and corporation courts are hereby authorized, 

when deemed expedient, to cause to be enrolled all able bodied male free 

negroes, between the ages of eighteen and fifty, residing within their respective 

jurisdictions at the date of this ordinance; which said enrollment shall be 

deposited in the clerks’ offices of the counties and corporations aforesaid  

Excerpt from Gloucester County Court minutes, 6 May 1861 [31] 

It is ordered that the male free negroes of the County over the age of sixteen 

years & under sixty be required to work upon the fortification now being 

erected at Gloucester Point on York River and such other public works as may 

be constructed in this county for the purpose of defence [sic]. And Wm. F. 

Lewellen in the first district, Thomas C. Robins in the second, Saml. D. Puller in 

the third & Saml. B. Chapman in the fourth district are hereby appointed and 

directed to summon all such free negroes or so many thereof as from time to 

time may be needed to work on the said public works – And if any such free 

negro after having been duly summoned shall fail to appear at the time & place 

designated in the order summoning him, he is to be reported to one of the 

Justices of the County who thereupon may proceed to adopt such measures as 

shall be necessary to compel him to do such work. 

Excerpts from the Journal of the House of Delegates  

3 December 1861 [32] On motion of Mr. Woolfolk,  

Resolved, that a special committee of eleven members be appointed to enquire 

into the expediency of reporting a bill amending the present laws in relation to 

the free negro population of the state, and that all propositions for amending 

the same be referred to the said committee… 

17 January 1862 [33] Mr. Rives presented the following bill: 

A bill to prohibit the emancipation of slaves by will 

Excerpt from Gloucester County Court minutes, January 1862 [34] 

William Ap.[son of] W. Jones is authorized by the Court to audit the accounts of 

the free negroes of the County for their services rendered to the Government of 

the Confederate States at York Town and Gloucester Point and to receive from 

said Government the amounts due to them. 

Excerpt from Gloucester County Court minutes, 4 March 1862 [35] 

The court this day in accordance with an act of the General Assembly passed 

February 12

th

 1862 made an enrollment of the free negroes of this County 

which is ordered to be filed in the Clerk’s office. 
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Excerpt from a Virginia law enacted 29 February 1864 [36] 

Whereas the congress of the Confederate States of America, by an act passed 

on the thirteenth of February eighteen hundred and sixty-four... have declared 

that all male free negroes and other free persons of color, &c., shall be held 

liable to perform such duties with the army, &c. as the secretary of war, &c. 

may prescribe… 

Be it resolved by the general assembly, that the governor be directed to request 

the secretary of war to exempt from the operations of this act those counties of 

this commonwealth in the power or possession of the public enemy, or so 

threatened that any attempt to remove the free negroes would endanger their 

escape to the public enemy. 

By the end of the war, there was a change in terminology reflected in the Acts of the 

General Assembly.  “Free negroes and slaves” was replaced with “colored persons;” 

“colonization” referred to efforts to bring Europeans into the commonwealth rather than 

remove the FPOC from the commonwealth.  And lastly, in 1866, the legislative acts that had 

previously singled out the slaves and FPOC were repealed.  

Virginia law enacted 27 February 1866 [37] 

CHAP. 17.-An ACT to amend and re-enact the 9th section of chapter 103 of the 

Code of Virginia for 1860, defining a Mulatto, providing for the punishment of 

Offences by Colored Persons, and for the admission of their Evidence in Legal 

Investigations; and to repeal all Laws in relation to Slaves and Slavery, and for 

other purposes.  

1. Be it enacted by the general assembly, That every person having one-fourth 

or more of negro blood, shall be deemed a colored person, and every person, 

not a colored person, having one-fourth or more of Indian blood, shall be 

deemed an Indian.  

2. All laws in respect to crimes and punishments, and in respect to criminal 

proceedings, applicable to white persons, shall apply in like manner to colored 

persons and to Indians, unless when it is otherwise specially provided.  

3. The following acts and parts of acts are hereby repealed, namely: All acts 

and parts of acts relating to slaves and slavery; chapter one hundred and 

seven of the Code of eighteen hundred and sixty, relating to free negroes; 

chapter two hundred of said Code, relating to offences by negroes; chapter two 

hundred and twelve of said Code, relating to proceedings against negroes; 

chapter ninety-eight of said Code, relating to patrols; sections twenty-five to 

forty-seven, both inclusive, of chapter one hundred and ninety-two of said 

Code; sections twenty-six to thirty, both inclusive, and sections thirty-three to 

thirty-seven, both inclusive, of chapter one hundred and ninety-eight of said 

Code; the fifth paragraph, as enumerated in section two of chapter two 

hundred and three of said Code; all acts and parts of acts imposing on negroes 

the penalty of stripes, where the same penalty is not imposed on white persons; 

and all other acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this act.  

4. This act shal1 be in force from its passage. 
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The question still remains, “What happened to Gloucester’s free people of color?”  It 

appears that they did not leave en masse.  The available information suggests that the 

citizens of Gloucester were never able to mount a successful effort to remove them from 

the county.  Nor did the FPOC migrate from the county voluntarily.  What explanation is 

there for the lack of enthusiasm on either side to end the “relationship?”  Surely, stories 

have been passed down that might provide insight into this.  Hopefully, all those stories 

have not been lost.  Hopefully, some of those stories will surface in a future Family Tree 

Searcher.  One such story ended a few months ago.  

In 1862, Alexander D. Davenport, a 20 -year old free mulatto, living in King and Queen 

County, Virginia, began serving the Confederate Army.  It is unknown whether he 

voluntarily traveled to Richmond and offered his services or whether he was impressed 

into service as a result of the aforementioned Act of the Virginia Convention.  In either 

case, he spent the next three years digging trenches, cooking, and washing for the 

Confederacy.  At the end of the war, he returned to Gloucester County where he spent the 

rest of his life. [38]  

On 1 November 1924, at age 82 years and nearly 60 years after his service, Davenport 

was awarded a pension [39] of $25 [presumably a monthly payment] under legislation 

approved 14 March 1924, by the General Assembly of Virginia.  The Act authorized military 

pensions for “A Person who served as body servant, cook, teamster, etc.” for the 

“Confederate States Government in the War between the States.”  He died 16 February 1925, 

less than four months later, a land owner and patriarch of the Davenport family, a portion 

of whose members still live in Gloucester.  

Finally, on Saturday, 15 August 2009, “A. D.” was memorialized in a ceremony 

dedicating “Davenport Road” to his memory.  A dozen of his proud grandchildren were 

among more than two hundred relatives and friends who had gathered for the celebration.  
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Table 3a: Gloucester County Free Negroes and Mulattoes Taxable in 1833  

 Names Occupation Residence 

Slaves 

above 12 

years 

Horses 

 Bluford, Frank Farmer near Bellamys   

 Bluford, Thomas  Farmer near Bellamys   

 Bowden, Robert  Farmer near Bellamys   

 Bowles, Jefferson  Blacksmith  Abingdon   

 Casey, Humphrey Farmer W. T. Stubblefields    

 Cooke, John  Transient   

 Cooke, Frank  Transient   

 Colona, Jacob   Transient   

 Casey, James Farmer Bellamys   

 Driver, Lorenzo Farmer Bellamys   

 Purcell, John  Farmer Bellamys   

 Driver, Samuel Farmer Bellamys   

 Driver, William Farmer Bellamys   

eman'd Rilee, Daniel  Farmer near Woods   

eman'd Rilee, Charles Sawyer P. Taliaferros    

 Fary, Dick  Transient   

 Fox, James Farmer near Col. Jones  1 

eman'd Rilee, Frank Farmer near Woods   

 Jordan, Vincent   Transient   

 King, James Farmer near Petsworth   

 King, Elliott  Farmer near Petsworth   

 King, William Carpenter near Petsworth   

 Lemon, Richard Farmer near C.B.Harmanon    

 Lemon, Mordicai  Farmer near Bellamys   

 Lemon, John Farmer near Bellamys   

 Lemon, Ned Weaver near York River   

 Lemon, Lewis Farmer Petsworth   

 Lemon, James Farmer Petsworth   

 Lemon, Jack H.  Farmer Petsworth   

 Lemon, Thomas Farmer Petsworth   

 Sturges, Thomas   Transient   

 Goldman, William Farmer Scuffleton   

 Meggs, Robert  Farmer Dragon  1 

 Morriss, Phil  Farmer Bellamys   

 Morriss, Seth  Farmer Bellamys   

 Morriss, James  Farmer Bellamys   

 Powers, Reubin Shoemaker Guinea   

 Sutherland, Jeremiah Farmer Bellamys   

 Wilson, Robert  Farmer Bellamys   

 Gregory, Augustine Carpenter Bellamys   

 Cole, Richard  Transient   

 Coda, Phil Estate   Transient 1  

 Freeman, Josiah D.  Farmer near C.B.Harmanon    

 King, Alexander Farmer Petsworth   

 Bluford, William Farmer Bellamys   

 Hayes, William   Transient   

 Hayes, Elijah  Farmer Bellamys   

 Dennis, Charles  Ditcher Transient   
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 Names Occupation Residence 

Slaves 

above 12 

years 

Horses 

 

?, Allen  Transient  

 

 

Sutherland, Thomas Farmer Bellamys  

 

 

Chapman, William  Transient  

 

 

Almond, John  Transient  

 

eman'd ?, Jack Farmer at R. Cokes  1 

 

Morriss, Harrison  Farmer Bellamys  

 

 

Morriss, Beverley  Farmer Bellamys  

 

 

Goldman, James Farmer near Scuffleton  

 

 

Chapman, Thomas   Transient  

 

 

Scott, Frank Farmer Petsworth  

 

 

Purcell, Henry  Farmer Petsworth  

 

 

Boswell, John   Piankatank  

 

 

Wilson, Robert  Farmer Bellamys  

 

 

Morriss, Tom Farmer near York River  

 

 

?, Elijah Farmer at F.W.Cookes   

 

 

?, William Farmer at F.W.Cookes   

 

 

?, George  at C.Roanes  

 

 

Purcell, Nelson  Farmer Petsworth  

 

 

Weaver, John  York River  

 

eman'd Hearn, Peter   

   

 

Hearn, Ephraim Farmer Abingdon  

 

 

Goldman, Willis  Farmer Dragon  

 

 

Birk, Henry  Shoemaker Mount Zion  

 

 

Birk, Daniel  Shoemaker Mount Zion  

 

 

Almond, Addison  Transient  

 

 

Lemon, James (dead)   

   

 

Booker, Henry   Transient  

 

 

Wilson, Edward  Transient  

 

 

West, John  Blacksmith  York River 1  

 

King, Henry  Farmer Petsworth  

 

 

Morriss, Samuel Farmer Bellamys  

 

 

Lemon, Frances  Farmer Petsworth  

 

 

Bluford, Frank Farmer Bellamys  

 

 

Morriss, Littleton  Farmer Bellamys  

 

 

Birk, John Farmer Bellamys  

 

 

Thias, Davy  Carpenter at Miss Perrin   

 

 

Kelly, Thomas   Transient  

 

 

Collins, Mason  Farmer at William Taylors   

 

 

Meggs, Paul  Farmer Dragon  

 

 

Bew, Joe Ditcher Transient  

 

 

Glass, Davy  Shoemaker York River  

 

 

Dennis, Brister   Transient  

 

 

King, Henry  Shoemaker Guinea  

 

 

Wallace, George   at Samuel Enos  

 

 

Wilson, William  Farmer Bellamys  

 

 

Almond, Thornton  Guinea  

 

 

Almond, Warner  Guinea  

 

 

Almond, Miles  Guinea  

 

 

Anderson, Domps Carpenter John B. Roy   1 

Table 3a: Gloucester County Free Negroes and Mulattoes Taxable in 1833 
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Table 3b: Gloucester County Free Negroes and Mulattoes Not Taxable in 1833   

 Names Occupation Residence 

 

Bluford, Frank Farmer near Bellamys 

 Almond, Dize Spinner near Abingdon 

 Almond, Thornton (infant)   near Abingdon 

 Almond, Sterling (infant)   near Abingdon 

 Andrews, Tamar Spinner near Abingdon 

 Andrews, Anny C. (infant)   

 

 

Andrews, Sukey (infant)   

 

 

 

Brooks, Martha  Spinner Piankatank 

 Brooks, Hester  Spinner Piankatank 

emancipated 

Boswell, Mary Spinner 

Piankatank Boswell, John H. (infant)   

Boswell, Sarah (infant)   

 

Bluford, Caty Spinner Bellamys 

 Bluford, Jane Spinner Bellamys 

Tom Blufords family  

Bluford, Betsey   

Bellamys 

Bluford, Sarah  

Bluford, Milsy   

Bluford, Thomas (infant)   

Bluford, Elizabeth (infant)   

Bluford, James  

Bluford, John  

emancipated Burwell, Mann none Transient 

William Blufords family  

Bluford, Jefferson   

Bellamys 

Bluford, Christopher   

Frank Blufords family  

Bluford, Lucy  

Bellamys 

Bluford, Sally  

Bluford, Francis   

Bluford, Thomas   

Bluford, William  

Bluford, Allen  

Bluford, Lucy  

Bluford, Caty  

Bluford, Satton  

emancipated 

Boswell, Mary Spinner 

Piankatank Boswell, John   

Boswell, Sarah Ann  

 

Berry, Ann ?. Farmer Cedar ??ough 

 Berry, Edmund E.  Cedar ??ough 

 Berry, John  Cedar ??ough 

 Berry, Harriett   Cedar ??ough 

 Bridges, Mary Spinner Ware 

 Bridges, Sarah A.   Ware 

 Bridges, Andrew (infant)   Ware 

 Birk, Susan Weaver Mount Zion 

 Birk, Betsey   Mount Zion 

 Birk, Fanny  Mount Zion 

 Bowles, Winny  Spinner Hickory Fork 

 Bowles, Jane (infant)   

 

 

Boswell, Rosa  Spinner Piankatank 
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Table 3b: Gloucester County Free Negroes and Mulattoes Not Taxable in 1833   

 Names Occupation Residence 

 Boswell, Thomas   Piankatank 

 

Boswell, Sally   Piankatank 

 Boswell, Lavinia   Piankatank 

 Boswell, Joseph   Piankatank 

 

 

Crowder, Nancy Spinner near Abingdon 

 Crowder, 3 small children  near Abingdon 

 Chevis, Catherine Spinner near Abingdon 

 Chevis, Mary A.  near Abingdon 

 Chevis, Catherine Jr.   near Abingdon 

 Cooke, Sally Spinner  

 

Cooke, Aggy  

 

 

Cooke, Reubin  

 

 

Cooke, Sarah Jr. (infant)   

 

 

Cooke, Francis (infant)   

 

 

Cooke, John (infant)   

 

Humphrey Caseys family  

Casey, Polly  Spinner 

near F. Robins  

Casey, Sukey Spinner 

Casey, Addison  

Casey, Nancy   

Casey, John  

Casey, Polly   

Casey, John Jr.   

 

 

Chapman, Caty Spinner  

 

Chapman, Robert   

 

 

Chapman, James  

 

 

Chapman, John  

 

 

Chapman, Godfrey  

 

 

Chapman, Caty Jr.   

 

 

Chapman, Fanny  

 

 

Chapman, Charles  

 

 

Samuel Drivers family 

Driver, Sally Spinner 

near Bellamys 

Driver, John  

Driver, Robert  

Driver, Lena  

Driver, Addison  

Driver, William  

William Drivers family  

Driver, Hester  Spinner 

Bellamys 

Driver, Betsey  Spinner 

Driver, Sam Spinner 

Driver, Nancy   

 

Dixon, Betsey  Spinner Shelly 

 Dixon, Eleanor  Spinner Shelly 

 Dixon, William H.   Shelly 

 Dixon, James F.   Shelly 

 Douglas, Mary Spinner Piankatank 

 Douglas, Martha  Spinner Piankatank 
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Table 3b: Gloucester County Free Negroes and Mulattoes Not Taxable in 1833   

 Names Occupation Residence 

 Douglas, Miley  Spinner Piankatank 

 Douglas, Mary Ann Spinner Piankatank 

 

Douglas, Daphney  Spinner Piankatank 

 Douglas, Caroline (infant)   Piankatank 

 Douglas, Catharine   Piankatank 

 Douglas, Henry   Piankatank 

 Douglas, Davy   Piankatank 

on Dr. W. Taliaferros 

land 

Duval, Pagey Sempstress  

Duval, Sally  

 

Duval, Mary  

 

Duval, Christopher   

 

Duval, Caroline  

 

 

James Foxs family  

Fox, Nancy Spinner 

York River Fox, Mary Ann (infant)   

Fox, Sally  

 

Freeman, Nancy Sr.  Weaver Petsworth 

 Freeman, Nancy Jr.  Weaver Petsworth 

 Freeman, Lucy Weaver Petsworth 

 Freeman, Elizabeth Weaver Petsworth 

 Freeman, Rosa R.   Petsworth 

 Freeman, Augustine W.   Petsworth 

 

emancipated Gwynn, Hannah  Spinner Robins Neck  

emancipated 

Gregory, Rosa Farmer 

P. Taliaferros  

Gregory, Jenny Farmer 

 Gregory, Susanna  

 

 

Gregory, Levinia M. Cake Seller P. Taliaferros  

 Gregory, Mary  P. Taliaferros  

 Gregory, Betsey   P. Taliaferros  

on William Wiatts land  

Goldman, James Farmer 

Piankatank 

Goldman, William Farmer 

Goldman, Fanny  

Goldman, William (infant)   

Goldman, Henry  

 

 

Hayes, Abba  Spinner near W. Mills  

 Hayes, Polly  Spinner near W. Mills  

 Hayes, Abba Jr.  Spinner near W. Mills  

 Hayes, Sally   near W. Mills  

 Hayes, Jim   near W. Mills  

 Hayes, Mordicai   near W. Mills  

 Hayes, Caroline   near W. Mills  

 Hayes, Frank   near W. Mills  

 Hayes, Robert   near W. Mills  

 Hayes, Nancy   near W. Mills  

 Hayes, Sally   near W. Mills  

 Hearn, Betsey  Farmer near P. Kemps 

 

 

Jordan, Patsey  Spinner Abingdon 

 Jordan, Mary  Abingdon 
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Table 3b: Gloucester County Free Negroes and Mulattoes Not Taxable in 1833   

 Names Occupation Residence 

 Jordan, Kitty   Abingdon 

 

Jordan, James  Abingdon 

 Jordan, Mary  Abingdon 

 Inslie, Ann E.  none near Mount Zion 

 Inslie, Mary B.  none near Mount Zion 

 Inslie, Hester  none near Mount Zion 

 Johnson, Fanny  Spinner Ed Wallers land 

 Johnson, Ann Spinner Ed Wallers land 

 Johnson, Walter   Ed Wallers land 

 Johnson, Phil   Ed Wallers land 

 Infant not named   Ed Wallers land 

 

 

Keys, Jane  Spinner Petsworth 

 King, Caty Spinner Petsworth 

 King, Kitty  Spinner Petsworth 

 King, Ruthy Sr.  Spinner Petsworth 

 King, Sally Spinner Petsworth 

 King, Jane Spinner Petsworth 

 King, Lucy  Petsworth 

 King, Mary G.   Petsworth 

 King, Lucy  Petsworth 

 King, Ruthy  Petsworth 

 King, Mary  Petsworth 

 King, Benjamin   Petsworth 

 King, Sally  Petsworth 

 King, Buckner   Petsworth 

 King, Frances   Petsworth 

 King, Beverley   Petsworth 

 King, Andrew  Petsworth 

 King, Sally  Petsworth 

 King, Fanny  Petsworth 

 King, Lucy  Petsworth 

 King, Caty Spinner G. W. Palmers  

 

Lemon, Mary Cake Seller Petsworth 

 Lemon, Catharine Spinner Petsworth 

 Lemon, Ann  Petsworth 

Lewis Lemons family  

Lemon, Sally Spinner 

Petsworth 

Lemon, Seny  

Lemon, Arinda Spinner 

Lemon, Sarah Spinner 

Lemon, James  

Lemon, Lewis  

Lemon, Matilda  

Nancy Lemons family  

Lemon, Nancy  Spinner 

Petsworth 

Lemon, Eliza  

Lemon, John  

Lemon, James Jr.   

Lemon, Robert  

Lemon, Orana  

 

Lemon, Mary (elder)  Spinner Petsworth 
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Table 3b: Gloucester County Free Negroes and Mulattoes Not Taxable in 1833   

 Names Occupation Residence 

 

Lemon, Elizabeth  Spinner Petsworth 

 Lemon, Sarah Spinner Petsworth 

 Lemon, John Spinner Petsworth 

 Lemon, Eliza Spinner Petsworth 

 Lemon, John  Petsworth 

 Lemon, James  Petsworth 

 Lemon, Emily  Petsworth 

 Lemon, Henry   Petsworth 

 Lemon, Jefferson   Petsworth 

 Lemon, Segar  Petsworth 

 Lemon, Jane  Petsworth 

 Lockley, Sally  Spinner John A. Pointers  

James Lemons family  

Morriss, William  Farmer 

Bellamys Morriss, Sally   

Morriss, William C.   

Phil Codas family  

Morriss, Eliza  Farmer 

York River 

Morriss, Mary   

Morriss, Eliza Jr.   

Morriss, Beckey   

Morriss, Betsey   

Morriss, William   

Reubin Powers family  

Morriss, Frankey  Farmer 

Bellamys Morriss, Lucinda   

Morriss, William C.   

 

Meggs, Carney Spinner P.W. Billups  

 Meggs, Hester  Spinner P.W. Billups  

Clayton Morriss family  

Morriss, Grimes  

Bellamys 

Morriss, William   

Phil Morriss family  

Morriss, Eliza  Spinner 

Bellamys 

Morriss, Fanny   

Morriss, Betsey   

Morriss, Sarah  

Morriss, Beckey   

Morriss, John   

Morriss, Mary  

Morriss, Christopher   

Morriss, Lucy   

 

Morriss, Mary (elder)  Spinner Bellamys 

 Morriss, Courtney Spinner Bellamys 

 Morriss, Louisa   Bellamys 

 Morriss, Fanny Sr.  Spinner Bellamys 

 Morriss, Lucy   Bellamys 

 Morriss, Robert   Bellamys 

 Morriss, John   Bellamys 

 Morriss, Joanna   Bellamys 

 Morriss, Sega E.   Bellamys 

 Morriss, John  Farmer Bellamys 

 Morriss, Patrick  Farmer Bellamys 

 Morriss, Winney  Spinner Bellamys 

 Morriss, John H. (infant)   Bellamys 
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Table 3b: Gloucester County Free Negroes and Mulattoes Not Taxable in 1833   

 Names Occupation Residence 

 

Morriss, William F.   Bellamys 

 Morriss, Mary  Transient 

on Frank Duvals land 

Meggs, Betsey  Spinner 

Piankatank 

Meggs, Fanny  

Meggs, Augustine  

Meggs, Parthena   

Meggs, James (blind)   

Tom Morriss family  

Morriss, Harry T.  Farmer 

Bellamys 

Morriss, Betsey   

Morriss, Waid   

Morriss, John   

Morriss, George  

Morriss, Phil   

Morriss, William   

 

 

Newcomb, Frances   Transient 

 

emancipated Oswald, Leney Spinner near Ebenezer 

 Oswald, Fanny  near Ebenezer 

 Oswald, Robert   near Ebenezer 

 

 

Purcell, Sally Spinner Petsworth 

 Purcell, Maria  Petsworth 

 Purcell, Matilda   Petsworth 

 Purcell, Sarah  Petsworth 

 Purcell, Mary A.  Petsworth 

 Purcell, Betsey   Petsworth 

 Purcell, Maria  Petsworth 

 Purcell, Mary  Petsworth 

 Patterson, Betsey   Petsworth 

 Patterson, Tom   Petsworth 

 Parrott, Jane   Transient 

 

Rilee, George Farmer near Woods Ordinary  

Lina Robinsons family  

Robinson, Polly  Spinner 

Eph: Hearns  

Robinson, Reubin   

Robinson, Frank   

Robinson, Lina   

Robinson, Edmund  

Robinson, Sally   

emancipated 

Rilee, Fanny  

near Woods Ordinary  

Rilee, Amy  

Ama Robinsons family  

Robinson, Amy Spinner 

near Dr. Nelsons  

Robinson, Louissa   

Robinson, Sally   

Robinson, Siller   

Robinson, Lewis   

Robinson, John   

Robinson, Elizabeth   

Robinson, John T.   

 

Robinson, Mary  Spinner Guinea 

 

“Free” People of Colour in Gloucester County, Virginia 
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Table 3b: Gloucester County Free Negroes and Mulattoes Not Taxable in 1833   

 Names Occupation Residence 

 

Reed, Sarah A.  Transient 

emancipated Rilee, Polly  Spinner P. Taliaferros  

 

   

 

Saunders, Mary A.  Bellamys 

 Saunders, William  Bellamys 

 

   

Seth Morriss family  

Thias, Polly  Spinner 

Bellamys 

Thias, Arthur  

Thias, William   

Thias, Jane   

Thias, Addison  

Thias, James   

 

Henry Vious family on 

John Catletts land  

Vious, Mary Spinner 

York River Vious, Charles  

Vious, Levi  

Cary Wilsons family  

Wilson, Mary  Spinner 

Bellamys Wilson, Mary A.  Spinner 

Wilson, Elizabeth  Spinner 

John Wilsons family  

Wilson, Sidney  Spinner 

Petsworth 

Wilson, Martha A.   

Wilson, Susanna   

Wilson, Julia   

Wilson, James H.   

Sarah Wilsons family  

Wilson, Sarah  Weaver 

Petsworth 

Wilson, Mary  Weaver 

Wilson, Betsey  Weaver 

Wilson, Rachael  Weaver 

John Weaver family  

Weaver, Courtney Spinner 

York River 

Weaver, Betsey  Spinner 

 Wilson, Ruthy  Spinner Petsworth 

 Wilson, James   Petsworth 

 Wilson, Warner   Petsworth 

 Wilson, Nancy  Spinner Petsworth 

 Wilson, Cordelia  Spinner Petsworth 

 Wilson, Courtney  Spinner Petsworth 

 Wilson, Robert  Spinner Petsworth 

Peggy Wilmore family  

Wilmore, Peggy   

near Dragon 

Wilmore, Benjamin   

Wilmore, Mary A.  

Wilmore, Susan  
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You Never Know 

 

By Robert W. Plummer 

 

You never know who you might be related to.  If you go back 14 generations, you have 

8,192 11th great-grandparents.  How I get to 8,192 11th great-grandparents: you 1, your 

parents 2, your grandparents 4, great -

grandparents 8, and then it increases each 

generation to 16, 32, 64, 128, 256, 512, 1024, 

2048, 4096, and 8192.   

Google is copying old books which are no 

longer copyright protected and putting them on 

line for anyone to download for free.  I started 

downloading those about genealogy and history.  

I have been particularly interested in those about 

Virginia, Maryland, and West Virginia.  

As I went through the books every now and 

then, I would find a name that I already had in 

my files.  They were not direct relatives.  At the 

time they seemed very distant, and sometimes I 

was not even sure why they were in my files.  But, 

as I added the new information I found, my files 

grew and grew. 

As a habit, about every three months or so, I 

look at the kinship report in Family Tree Maker to 

see if I have any new relatives.  Sometimes I do.  

Some time ago I found out that Lt. Col. 

Samuel Mathews is my 10th great-grandfather, and his father, Samuel, is my 11th great -

grandfather.  For an interesting article on Samuel my 11th great -grandfather, see The 

Colonial Williamsburg Magazine, Holiday 2007 for an article by Ivor Noel Hume titled 

“Mathews Manor, Home to Virginia’s First Mutineer.”  

This is what I have in my files for Lt. Col. Samuel Mathews:  

“Samuel Mathews ((2)) [Samuel ((1))], Lieutenant -Colonel in 1655, member Council 

(Hening, I, 408) was therefore a son by the first wife.  He died about the same time as his 

father.  N. B.: Reference (Hening, II, p. 14) to the "orphan heir of Col. Mathews."  He had 

issue John ((3)), whose guardian (till 1661, when she died) was Mrs. Anna Bernard. Col. John 

Smith, of “Purton,” was associated with Mrs. Bernard in the guardianship.  

After Mrs. Bernard’s death, Col. Peter Jenings was guardian, and in 1679, William Cole, 

Esq. was guardian.  John Mathews arrived at age before 1682 (Quarterly, III, p. 173).  The 

Mathews residence was at “Blunt Point,” Warwick County, at mouth of Deep Creek.  

Member of the Royal Council and a Lt. Colonel in the Virginia Militia, Warwick County, 

Virginia. Married in Warwick County.  

1 you 1 

2 parents 2 

3 grandparents 4 

4 1st great-grandparents 8 

5 

2nd great-grandparents 16 

6 

3rd great-grandparents 32 

7 

4th great-grandparents 64 

8 

5th great-grandparents 128 

9 

6th great-grandparents 256 

10 

7th great-grandparents 512 

11 

8th great-grandparents 1024 

12 

9th great-grandparents 2048 

13 

10th great-grandparents 4096 

14 

11th great-grandparents 8192 

Calculation of Great-Grandparents 



Vol. 13, No. 1 41 December 2009 

You Never Know 

source: VA County Names page 203: 

Captain Samuel Mathews, President of the 

Council March 13, 1658 - January 1660. 

source: Virginia Immigrants and 

Adventurers 1607 - 1635 by Martha W. 

McCartney, page 485:  In 1657 he was 

elected governor of VA and held office until 

his death in Jan 1660. 

My connection to Samuel Mathews is 

by way of my mother.  Samuel’s son John 

(mentioned above) married Elizabeth 

Tavenor, and they had a son Samuel born 

in 1680. 

Samuel married Elizabeth Braxton 

the daughter of George Braxton and aunt 

of Carter Braxton who signed the 

Declaration of Independence from 

Virginia.  Samuel and Elizabeth had a son 

John born about 1699. 

John married unknown and they had 

a daughter Jane Mathews born 1734.  

Jane married Mr. Paul and they had a son John born in 1756.  John Paul married someone 

and had a daughter named Rebecca Taylor Paul born June 14, 1800, in Knox County, 

Tennessee, and she died at Lodi, Marion County, Texas.  

Rebecca married Harvey Glass who was born in Kentucky and also died in Texas.  

They had eleven children, one of which was a daughter named Nancy Anderson Glass born 

January 1827 in Tennessee.  

Nancy married William J. Brantley, and their daughter Rebecca Lurana was born in 

1846.  Per the Brantley Association, the immigrant Edward Brantley, father of most 

American Brantleys, first settled in Isle of Wight County, Virginia, in 1638.  

Rebecca married William Moody who was born in Georgia and died in Texas.  They 

had my great-grandmother Euelia Edoxia Moody born in Texas in 1871.  Euelia married 

Prince Albert Wellborn who was born in Alabama.  He died in 1924, and his tombstone in 

Charlotte, North Carolina, says Major Albert Wellborn, Born June 24, 1858.  We don't know 

where the Major came from.  Euelia and Albert had Don Wellborn born in Arkansas who 

married Mary Casler born in West Virginia, and they had my mother Billie E. Wellborn (now 

Mrs. Hayes of Gloucester County, Virginia).   

The Casler family started out in Germany as Kesler/Kessler/Keysler/Castler or 

something like that and came to the U.S in 1748 (qualified Sept. 16, 1748).  The immigrant 

Micheal Casler (Mich Keysler) arrived on the ship Patience captained by John Brown.   From 

“Pennsylvania German Pioneers” page 386, it shows the name spelled as Kessler.  The ship 

came from Germany and sailed from Amsterdam via Conees, England to Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania, where he took the Loyalty Oath.  They settled in Hampshire County, Virginia, 

and the family moved to and remained in Berkley Springs, Morgan County, Virginia.  

You never know who you’re related to.  Remember, if you go back 10 generations you 

have 1024 grandparents.  That’s a lot.  ‡ 

you Robert W. Plummer 

parents Billie E. Wellborn  

grandparents Don Wellborn 

1st great-grandparents Euelia Edoxia Moody 

2nd great-grandparents Rebecca Lurana Brantley 

3rd great-grandparents Nancy Anderson Glass 

4th great-grandparents Rebecca Taylor Paul 

5th great-grandparents John Paul 

6th great-grandparents Jane Mathews 

7th great-grandparents John Mathews 

8th great-grandparents Samuel Mathews 

9th great-grandparents John Mathews 

10th great-grandparents Lt. Col. Samuel Mathews 

11th great-grandparents Samuel Mathews 

Robert W. Plummer’s Line of Descent  
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The “Friendship Bracelet”  

 

By Betty Jean Deal 

 

Welford Teagle, of Gloucester, recently donated a 1916 friendship bracelet to the 

Gloucester Museum of History.  It had belonged to his mother, Pearl Gwyn Teagle (b. 1899, 

d. 1993).  Her parents were Franklin B. Gwyn (b. Mar. 5, 1859, d. Oct. 21, 1924) and Helen 

Acra Gwyn (b. Jan. 2, 1859, d. July 25, 1923).   

According to the February/March 2007 issue of 

Reminisce, the friendship bracelet was a popular fad during 

the 1910s and 1920s.  Small gold or silver links were 

purchased, engraved, and given to friends or exchanged for one 

of theirs.  The links would be threaded on a velvet ribbon until  

enough were collected to linked in chain fashion for a 

permanent bracelet.  Welford was told by his mother that the 

boys would provide the money for purchasing the links and 

engraving their initials.  The inscriptions on each link of her 

bracelet were as follows: 1916, Charlie, NFD, ALR, SGD, GCS, 

CKD, JBS, BHS, GSD, and MTG.   

As I examined the links, I was thrilled that the initials 

turned out to be those of several young Naxera, or “Robins 

Neck,” men that I knew in their later years.  However, some 

unidentified initials could have been girlfriends.  

The link with the full name, “ Charlie,” could be no one 

other than Charlie Deal (b. 1890, d. 1957), my father -in-law who was given only the one 

name with no middle name.  He was the son of Walter Deal (b.1854, d. 1921) and Ida 

Williams Deal (b. 1856).  He married Verna B. West (b. 1902, d. 1984).   

(Continued on page 45) 

Pearl Gwyn Teagle and her 

son, Welford Teagle 

 

Pearl Gwyn Teagle’s friendship bracelet 
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Tucker Store Artifacts  

Featured in Gloucester Museum of History  

 

By Betty Jean Deal 

 

The Gloucester Museum of History featured a “Tucker Store Artifacts” exhibit in 

October and November 2009.  Two children’s rocking chairs and a child’s roll -top desk, 

purchased at the store, were included in the display.  The rockers were given to two little 

girls, most likely for their first Christmas, in 

1931.  The little girls, Jean Ann Clements (born 

August 20, 1931) and Margaret Louis (Peggy) 

Clements (born August 24, 1931) were double 

first cousins.  Their mothers, Mary James 

Clements and Margaret James Clements, 

respectively, were sisters and their fathers, 

Albert Clements and Louis Clements, were 

brothers.  The two families shared a home on 

Indian Road which had been the original site of 

an Episcopal Rectory.   

The little girls, one blonde and one 

brunette, were inseparable until Jean Ann 

contracted whooping 

cough early in 1935, 

developed pneumonia, 

and died on February 

2.  Her chair, still in its 

original state, is owned 

and treasured  by her 

brother, Carter, who 

was born more than 

ten years after her 

death.  Peggy’s chair, 

which was red, was 

refinished around 

1951.  Albert and Mary 

remained in the home -

place on Indian Road.  

Louis, Margaret, Peggy 

and , by then, baby 

brother “Bucky,” later 

moved to the Court 

House area.   

 

 Jean Clements Peggy Clements 

Jean Clements & Peggy Clements 

Jean Clements 
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Tucker Store Artifacts 

Thomas Jefferson Clements, b. 1871, d. 1942 

 +m. Fanny Susan Brown, b. 1872, d. 1945 

Frederick Atwood Clements , b. 1893, d. 1964 

+m. Jane Elizabeth Thornton , b. 1896, d. 1976 

Bobbie Thornton Clements , b. 1924, d. 1982 

+m. Lola Gaines Murray , b. 1929, d. 2009 

William Atwood Clements , b. 1929, d. 1990 

+m. Barbara Ann Jenkins 

Fred Wayne Clements  

+m. Lois Rosemary Moore  

Thomas Wesley Clements , b. 1895, d. 1971 

+m. Esther Monroe Fitchett , b. 1895 

William Henry Clements , b. 1897, d. 1961 

+m. Lillian Beatrice Plummer , b. 1904, d. 1988 

Amanda B. Clements , b. 1922 

Muriel Violet Clements , b. 1924 

Helen Beatrice Clements , b. 1926 

+m. Robert Wiatt Duval , b. 1925, d. 1982 

Emily Rae Clements , b. 1930 

+m. Vivian Hope Callis, Jr. , b. abt 1929 

Bertha Beatrice Clements , b. 1898 

Bernard Lee Clements , b. 1899, d. 1960 

+m. Ada Ray Kemp, b. 1900, d. 1970 

James Albert Clements , b. 1902, d. 1992 

+m. Mary Frances James , b. 1902, d. 1993 

Jean Anne Clements , b. 1931, d. 1935 

Mary Nancy Clements , b. 1937, d. 1983 

Carter James Clements , b. 1942 

+m. Mary Ann Bristow , b. 1944, d. 2004 

Louis Alfred Clements , b. 1904, d. 1973 

+m. Margaret Susan James , b. 1907, d. 2000 

Margaret Louis (Peggy) Clements , b. 1931 

+m. Herbert Billups Robins , b. 1925 

Wilbur Franklin Clements , b. 1933 

+m. 1st Arden Elizabeth Sadler 

+m. 2nd Marion Minor Pointer  

Laura Barbara Clements, b. 1936 

+m. Norman Daniel Groh , b. 1929 

Richard Landon Clements , b. 1906, d. 1987 

+m. Ethel Talbott , b. 1910, d. 1977 

Wilbur Brown Clements , b. 1908, d. 1971 

+m. Mary Evelyn Jenkins , b. 1914 

Ronald Clements  

Descendents of Thomas Jefferson 

Clements 

Jefferson James, Sr., b. 1861, d. 1958 

 +m. Margaret Susan Culpepper, b. 1876, d. 1960 

Laura J. James, b. 1897, d. 1991 

+m. 1st Joseph W. Hopkins , b. 1875, d. 1967 

+m. 2nd B. A. Cockran  

+m. 3rd I. Stuart McElroy , d. 1983 

Jefferson James, Jr. , b. 1899, d. 1996 

+m. Julia Coalter Clements , b. 1901, d. 1993 

Ruth James , b. 1901, d. 1990 

+m. William Garrie Moore , b. 1894, d. 1967 

Mary Frances James , b. 1902, d. 1993 

+m. James Albert Clements , b. 1902, d. 1992 

Jean Anne Clements , b. 1931, d. 1935 

Mary Nancy Clements , b. 1937, d. 1983 

Carter James Clements , b. 1942 

+m. Mary Ann Bristow , b. 1944, d. 2004 

William Arthur James , b. 1905, d. 1981 

+m. Ernestine Morgan , b. 1909, d. 1991 

Margaret Susan James , b. 1907, d. 2000 

+m. Louis Alfred Clements , b. 1904, d. 1973 

Margaret Louis (Peggy) Clements , b. 1931 

+m. Herbert Billups Robins , b. 1925 

Wilbur Franklin Clements , b. 1933 

+m. 1st Arden Elizabeth Sadler 

+m. 2nd Marion Minor Pointer  

Laura Barbara Clements, b. 1936 

+m. Norman Daniel Groh , b. 1929 

Robert Lee James , b. 1909, d. 2009 

+m. Katherine Oliver , b. 1914 

Woodrow Wilson James, Sr. , b. 1912, d. 2001 

+m. Elizabeth Sutton , b. 1919, d. 2000 

Woodrow Wilson James, Jr. , b. 1946 

+m. Nancy Anne Sadler , b. 1946 

William Ronald James, Jr. , b. 1952 

+m. Dorothy Elizabeth Burcher  

Andrew James , b. 1914, d. 2004 

+m. Josephine Copeland Brown , b. 1916, d. 2007 

Franklin James , b. 1916 

+m. Elizabeth Lee Winder , b. 1919 

Naomi James, b. & d. 1918 

 

Descendents of Jefferson James, Sr.  

Clements—James Cousins 
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Ten years later, in 1941, another little girl saw a roll -top desk high on a shelf in 

Tucker’s Store and told her mother that she hoped Santa Claus would bring her a desk like 

that for Christmas and he did!  It, too, was in the Museum’s Tucker Store exhibit.  That 

little girl is now the director of the Museum!  She loves to reminisce about the hours she 

spent at that desk using her toy typewriter while wearing her Mickey Mouse watch.  

Many visitors stood looking at the Tucker Store exhibit while they described treasured 

items they bought there.  Many recalled fond memories of days gone by when they, too, 

spent time with friends and loved ones in that 

hallowed place.  ‡ 

 

Tucker Store Artifacts 

Children’s Desk from Tucker Store 

Photograph of Tucker Store used in 1924 ad in 

Gloucester Gazette 

The initial NFD had to be Noah Franklin Deal (b. 1886, d. 1961), son of Robert E. Lee 

Deal (b.1864, d. 1939) and Betty Robins Deal (b. 1861, d. 1889).  Robert was the youngest of 

the seven sons of John and Betsy Deal.  Noah  married Margie Robbins Deal (b. 1900, d. 

1941). 

The initial SGD was Saint George Deal (b. 1887, d. 1978) also a son of Robert E. Lee 

Deal and Betty Robins.  He married Pearl’s sister, Ruth Galloway Gwyn (b.1894, d.1914).  

Ruth died giving birth to their son who also died at birth.  She was buried with the baby in 

her arms. 

The initials CKD was my uncle Calvin Knox Deal (b. 1896, d. 1982), son of James 

Johnson Deal (b. 1861, d. 1935) and Missouri L. Bonniville Deal (b. 1864, d. 1939).  James 

was one of the seven sons of John and Betsy Deal.  Uncle Knox married Mae West Deal 

(b.1898, d. 1979) and was a WW I Veteran.  ‡ 

The “Friendship Bracelet” (Continued from page 42) 
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Gloucester Citizens Sign Petition  

 

Submitted by Phyllis Rilee and L. Roane Hunt 

 

Gloucester Co. Va. October 15th 1862 

We the undersigned male and female citizens of Gloucester Co. having been thrown in 

the lines of the enemy by the evacuation of Y.T and Glo. Ch and having been subjected to 

treatment worse than brutal, by the evading foe; our property destroyed, our servants 

corrupted, hundreds of which have been persuaded away by an avaricious and designing 

foe, our domestic; our political and our religious institutions corrupted, and defenseless 

women and children insulted in the gravest manner, and threatened with outrages of the 

blackest character, which every refined and God-fearing community dreads more than 

death; and we subjected to the late proclamation of him who is worse than a heathen, and 

more unmerciful than Arabian savages: 

Therefore, we humbly petition and pray Gen. Stewarts Co. send to our aid a company 

or companies of cavalry, which may cooperate with such companies as are now, or are 

about to be organized in this and the adjoining counties, for the purpose of reconnoitering 

this section of country, to arrest disloyal citizens, Yankee spies (which flock here in large 

numbers) to keep the communications between us and Richmond open so that we may be 

enabled to render assistance to our army by sending it all our spare provisions; and for 

protection of our rights and persons. 

Should this petition meet with the approbation of the Gen. We would humbly suggest; 

that of the companies sent the Gloucester Cavalry may be selected as one; owing to the fact 

that they are better acquainted with the geography of the county than any others. 

In conclusion dear Gen. we know no apology to offer for this intruding upon your 

dignity, but that we are defenseless, and that we seek protection from one, who we believe 

will, so far as it is in his power, protect the rights of the oppressed; promote the interest and 

welfare of law abiding and patriotic citizens.  Be assured that if we have no other born to 

offer to the one, who has so often sent consternation and dismay into the ranks of the 

enemy, and the prance of whose steed has sent thrills of joy to the hearts of many of the fair 

daughters of the South, yet the thoughts of your brave, heroic and humane deeds will 

forever be engraved on the tablets of our hearts, and our fervent prayers, like waves of 

incense will ascend to the sons of battles that his blessings, more precious than wreaths of 

laurel may rest upon thy head. 

Names of signers: 
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William Shackelford Sr. 

E B Blake 

James Blake 

C S Blake 

William Shackelford 

Joseph Micllievitt 

F Shackelford 

G C Shackelford 

Wm R Stubbs 

W F Robins 

Ambrose Oliver 

Claiborne T Roane 

William Chapman 

John M Kidd 

R T Corr 

R M Bray 

John Walker 

Sam Foster 

Sam R Medlicott 

John Martin 

Thomas Rilee 

Thomas C Cook 

Alfred Cook 

Sam M Rowe 

Sarah Foster 

Mary Rilee 

M E Shackelford 

Eliza Shackelford 

Louisa B Medlicott 

Ann E Medlicott 

E C Medlicott 

Eliza Medlicott 

Mary A Cooke 

Martha A Shackelford 

A M Stubbs 

Matilda Walker 

William Shackelford Sr. 

Harriett B Chapman 

Frances S Dure 

Ann C Shackelford 

Sam B Chapman 

Emma L Martin 

Annie M Martin 

Euirna Martin 

Bettie Shackelford 

Thomas Leigh 

Lucy Rowe 

Sallie Roane 

Henry Roane 

Georgia Roane 

Fannie Gwyn 

Martha Fitzhugh 

Ellen Gray 

Millie C Martin 

Maria Royston 

*    *    * 

This petition is part of the collection of the Huntington Museum of California.  The 

signatures belonged to citizens of northern Gloucester County.  Many of the names were 

common names often repeated in each generation.  Other names were unique and 

obviously identified.  The majority of families in this area were Methodist and members of 

Bellamy and Salem Methodist Churches in the same Methodist Circuit where they typically 

shared many religious activities.  Therefore, the concerns expressed in the petition were 

probably circulated at their meetings and throughout their congregations.  

Some of the most identifiable names on the list were William R. Stubbs, Claiborne T. 

Roane, Joseph Medlicott, Sam R. Medlicott, Thomas C. Cooke, Sam B. Chapman, and Henry 

Roane.  William R. Stubbs (1799 -1880) was an Old Court member, and his portrait hung on 

the old courthouse wall.   

The Medlicott family was well represented by Joseph Medlicott (1811 -1884) and his 

elder daughter, Eliza (1846-1920).  His brother, Sam R. Medlicott, died in 1857, but his 

widow, E. C. (Elizabeth C.) Bridges Medlicott, was listed.  Her children, Sam R. (1846 -1865), 

Ann Elizabeth (1840-1901), and Louise (1845-____), were included.  Sam R. Medlicott 

enlisted in the 24th Virginia Cavalry, Co. C on May 1, 1864, and died in the prison at 

Elmira, NY.  Ann Elizabeth Medlicott married Claiborne T. Roane on Feb. 4, 1863.  Prior to 

his marriage, he had enlisted in the 24th Virginia Cavalry, Co. C on Jan. 14, 1863.  The 

Medlicott family, followed by Claiborne Roane, operated the store and post office at Woods 

X Roads.  The family business was passed to Roane’s son-in-law, Clifford Earnest Edwards. 

Thomas Cary Cooke (1833-1916) was brother to John S. Cooke who became Clerk of 

Court for Gloucester County (1870-1887).  His uncle, John R. Cary, was Clerk of Court from 

1837 to 1867.   

Gloucester Citizens Sign Petition 
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Sam B. Chapman (1827-1896) was listed, 

and he served as Clerk of Court from 1887 to 

1896.  His wife, Harriett Bates Davis (1837 -

1901), was also listed.   

Henry Roane (1811-1880) was listed with 

his two eldest daughters: Sarah Jane “Sallie” 

(1842-1870) and Georgianna (1847-1930).  

The Roane family lived near Salem Methodist 

Church.   

William Shackelford, Sr. was listed first 

and again later.  The descendents chart on 

the right shows that his children married 

members of the Medlicott and Martin families 

who were also included in the list of 

signatures.  His eldest daughter married John 

B. Martin, and two of their daughters, Ann M. 

and Emma Lucy, also signed the petition.  His 

sons, Franklin, George, and William, were also 

listed.   

 

Response to Petition  

The 26th Virginia Infantry was stationed 

at the fortifications at Gloucester Point until 

they were ordered to move to the James 

River, south of Richmond.  They left at dawn 

on May 4, 1862, leaving Gloucester County 

unprotected from federal troops that took over the Gloucester Point fortifications.   

Prior to the citizen’s petition of October, 1862, a local cavalry of Partisan Rangers was 

formed to address the danger to Gloucester.  Company C of the 24th Virginia Cavalry was 

formed on September 22, 1862.  Initially, they were composed of men from Gloucester and 

King and Queen Counties that were too young or too old for regular service.  John K. 

Littleton, a local Methodist minister, was assigned captain of Company C.  The camp was 

established near Cologne in King and Queen County.  On December 13, 1862, the federal 

troops from Gloucester Point burned the camp at Cologne.  A second company was formed 

at Saluda on January 8, 1863, as Company D of the 24th Virginia Cavalry with Dr. Thomas 

C. Clopton assigned as their captain.  These companies were not an aggressive force, but 

they served to alert their commanders and local citizens of the movement of federal 

troops.  With sufficient warning, property and personnel could be adequately hidden and 

protected.  ‡ 

William Shackelford, b. 1798, d. 1866 

 +m. Elizabeth Munson, b. 1804, d. 1879 

Emiline Shackelford , b. 1822 

+m. John B. Martin , b. 1821 

Hester A. Shackelford , b. 1824, d. 1897 

+m. Joseph Medlicott , b. 1811, d. 1884 

Franklin Shackelford , b. 1826, d. 1868 

+m. 1st Sarah Hester ? , b. 1831 

+m. 2nd Parke Pharley Clements , b. 1832 

Alexander Shackelford , b. 1828, d. 1902 

+m. Mary Ann Martin , b. 1831, d. 1886 

George Edwin Shackelford , b. 1834 

+m. 1st Martha C. Martin , b. 1834, d. 1859 

+m. 2nd Missouri Ellen Medlicott , b. 1843 

William Shackelford , b. 1839 

+m. 1st Ann Elizabeth Young  

+m. 2nd Mary A. Cooke , b. 1838 

Henry Harrison Shackelford , b. 1840, d. 1912 

+m. Mary J. McCausland , b. 1841, d. 1913 

Joel Munson Shackelford , b. 1843, d. 1912 

+m. Fannie E. Cook , b. 1840 

Elizabeth V. Shackelford , b. 1845, d. 1885 

+m. Thomas Edward Lamberth , b. 1836, d. 1913 

Anne Eliza Shackelford , b. 1849 

Descendents of William Shackelford  

Gloucester Citizens Sign Petition 


