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The Editor's Page—
If there is a theme to this issue, it is that we can always find things
that prompt an excursion into family history. Within, you can find
stories prompted by the discoveries of a photo album, a memoir, family
papers, and old and new friends.
I was particularly interested in what we learned from the A. M.
Deal family photo album, for I was one of the Gloucester boys who was
fortunate enough to be a Boy Scout while John T. Deal served as
Scoutmaster.
Lee Brown
Recently, several of my fellow scouts and I shared our
recollections of Mr. Deal. Some of us have had associations with the Boy Scouts in later years, but
we would be hard-pressed to find someone who has had a more positive effect on his community.
We hiked, we canoed, we camped out, we rode horses, we marched in parades and were flag-bearers,
and we traveled all over the country. We met in a log cabin each week and we achieved tasks that
advanced us through the ranks of scouting. We had fun, and it was all possible because John Deal
volunteered and made it all possible.
Jim Morgan remembered Mr. Deal (in his 50s) chasing a spry young Vernon Kerns along the
Appalachian Trail – and catching him (Mr. Deal regularly bicycled and ran miles of trails at his
Gallopond Farm). Gerry Wass told about Mr. Deal’s “enormous influence” on his life, a theme
echoed by everyone I spoke with. Charlie Dischinger, himself a Scoutmaster, says “everything I knew
as a Scoutmaster, I learned from Mr. Deal.” All of us remember the annual summer trip as a
highlight of our youth.
John O’Connor wrote me, “He had a stern even keel but would not put up with shennanigans.
One morning while camping, when everyone else was getting up and at 'em but I was lazily snoring
away in my cozy bag, Deal-O (affectionately used nickname) reached in the tent and grabbed my bag
by the bottom, then dragged it out into the camp, and unceremoniously dumped me out.”
We camped just about every month, often after a canoe trip or hike. It was not unusual for us
scouts to stumble from our tents in the morning to find John Deal standing on his head. Charlie
remembered an impromptu hike when camping on the Outer Banks of North Carolina. “It was a
typical John Deal ‘short hike.’ I think we realized it was 17 miles, when we were done.”
So we worked at becoming young men. John Deal was one of the men who showed us what
that meant. We, as a community, must not forget people like him.
Elsewhere in this issue, Roane Hunt explains how old Gloucester tax records have been made
accessible to the community, through no small effort on his part and that of Bill Lawrence. First by
digitizing microfilm copies of old records, and then by transcribing them, and finally by finding a
home for them in the Gloucester Museum, Roane and Bill have opened up a big piece of Gloucester
history for all of us to use. This is a wonderful community service. These records allow us to reach
back into time and find out about the people who, like John Deal, shaped our community and, by
doing so, shaped all of us.
Lee Brown, Editor
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Convenient Access to Gloucester County Records
1782—1861
By L. Roane Hunt
Today genealogy and family history are very popular. Many people have a general
interest in knowing how their ancestors lived, but a much smaller number actually dedicate
their time to the research and preservation of that history. Ideally, family history is best
known if the preceding generations have carefully collected data and preserved it for the
following generations. Many factors have made the ideal impossible. Political forces and
persecution of religious groups made record-keeping difficult or destructive to the records
that existed. Hence, we often hear the excuse that we do not know our history because we
are a “burned county.” This refers to the fact that fires have destroyed our records by
accident or on purpose.
The United States of America was established from the English colonies located along
the east coast of the Atlantic Ocean and expanded westward to the west coast of the
Pacific. The English kept their vital
records in the state church, the Church
of England. Dissidents under
Land tax (4 books)
persecution often attempted to hide
1770/1 Quit Rent Book
from the state and church authorities.
Personal Property Tax
When the United States formed without a
state church, the government had to
devise a new system for maintaining vital
records. Some church groups continued
to keep records, but others that had
struggled under persecution feared the
idea of recording information about their
membership. Therefore, record -keeping
was inconsistent during the period of the
Revolutionary War and the formation of
the new nation. Then, many of these
Tax Books housed in Gloucester Clerk’s Office
records were lost or destroyed.
Gloucester County, Virginia, has a
history that covers four centuries back to the first English settlement in America. Yet, we
have no original vital records of the first two centuries housed in the county. We do have
some copies of secondary records and summary publications that give general information
about the early colonial period. Secondary records like land patents, tax records, and
others give us a limited understanding of our ancestors, but tell us more about the most
prominent families than the less prominent families.
The most important publication of colonial records of Gloucester County, Virginia,
was compiled by Polly Cary Mason in two volumes in 1946 and 1948. In Volume I, she
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presented land patents, 1704/5 Quit Rent lists for all four parishes, tax lists for Gloucester
for 1770-1782, and tax lists for Mathews for 1774, 1782, and 1791. In Volume II, she
presented insurance policies and many other family papers that included deeds and wills.
None of these records are housed locally.
To protect the original records and provide public access to the information, the
records were photographed to produce rolls of microfilm copies distributed through the
public libraries. Anyone who has read microfilm knows how tedious it is to read volumes
of microfilm projections. The microfilm quality varies with a number of factors: the
quality of the originals, the quality of the camera setup, and the ability of the
photographer. A recent project was initiated by Bill Lawrence through the Gloucester
Genealogical Society and the Gloucester Historical Committee to convert the microfilm to
digital images for computer display. This provides a convenient display of the records, but
the quality depends on the microfilm quality. GGSV has spent about $1,600 to cover the
scanning costs. Also, a state -of-the-art computer was purchased with Gloucester Museum
of History funds to store and display these record files. The public will be able to use this
equipment by appointment. The following records are now available at the museum’s
second-floor archive room:
1770-1771 Gloucester tax records from Clerk’s Office
1782-1870 Land tax records from microfilm
1782-1861 Personal property tax records from microfilm
1733-1852 Surveys from microfilm (poor quality)
1820-1867 Court minutes from microfilm

1770/1 Quit Rent Book
Quit Rent in
colonial Virginia was
a tax on landowners
that relieved them of
the responsibility of
maintaining roads or
other services to
those that lived on
their land. A copy of
the 1770/1 Quit Rent
records is housed in
the Gloucester clerk’s
office, presented to
Gloucester by the
Joseph Bryan
Memorial Branch of
the Association for
the Preservation of
Virginia Antiquities.
Although this copy
contains much
valuable information,
it was badly damaged.
Evidently, it was used
Sample page of the 1770/1 Quit Rent Book housed in Gloucester Clerk’s Office
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in later years for a source of scrap paper for scribbling, and a number of pages were ripped
out for some unknown purpose. Page 6 of the records is shown on the previous page and
illustrates the crime and romance in the day of the artist. The tax records for Thomas
Boswell and William Bellamy are written on page 6. Mr. Boswell had 720 acres, and Mr.
Bellamy had 60 acres. Apparently, the taxes were assessed in pounds -shillings -pence and
in pounds of tobacco. It seemed that the ledger sheet for many showed non -payment and
indicated that assessments were carried over to the next year. Also, there were pages for
Abingdon, Ware, and Petsworth Parish Churches, but there were very few entries for
Petsworth, suggesting a lack of activity. Kingston Parish was not included in this book.

Digitized Tax Records
Beginning in 1791, Gloucester consisted of the three parishes: Abingdon, Ware, and
Petsworth. However, the earliest surviving tax records after the Revolutionary War are
from 1782 when Gloucester County consisted of four parishes —including the Kingston
Parish which became Mathews County in 1791. From 1782 through 1786, the personal
property tax was listed for each parish, but the land tax was listed only for 1782, and all
parishes were listed together. From 1787 through 1790, two lists were recorded for both
taxes: the first consisted of Kingston Parish and about 26,000 acres of Ware and Petsworth
Parishes, and the second consisted of the rest of Gloucester County. This divided the
population list roughly in half.
A major change in the tax records occurred in 1798. The currency system changed
from pound-shilling -pence to dollars and cents. Also, the assessment records for the
personal property lists did not include a tax value prior to 1798. The corresponding lists
for the land tax did include the tax value at a rate of 1½ %. From 1798 through 1817, the
primary variations were the increase spike in taxes for the years following the damaging
War of 1812. Some relief in tax occurred by 1816.
The land tax record is useful because the land acreage for each land owner is listed as
well as the amount of taxes paid by each. Also, the exchange of land is indicated with
either notations for inheritance or purchase details between parties. Beginning in 1812,
additional information was given to locate property, and in 1814, both the direction and
distance from the courthouse was given for each property.
The personal property record included all men of age 21 and older and unmarried
women that owned property. This was like an annual census record. Furthermore, this
record included other interesting information that varied from year to year. For some
years, separate lists of free Negroes and free mulattoes were included. In addition, lists of
licenses for ordinaries, taverns, places of public entertainment, retail stores, ferries,
physicians, and druggists were given for some years.
The personal property list included a very wide variety of information. Initially, the
list was simple: number of free tithers (age 21), number of slaves, number of horses, and
number of carriage wheels. Some years more information was listed: number of stud
horses, number of cattle, number of ordinaries with or without pianos or billiard tables,
and number of physicians. The greatest personal property tax expansion occurred in 1815
with forty-one categories of property. There were three categories of watches, three
categories of house clocks, and various categories of wardrobes, chests of drawers,
bookcases, tables, chairs, bedsteads, carpets, curtains, blinds, portraits, and mirrors (five
sizes). The emphasis was to tax the luxury items of personal property. In 1816, the list of
categories was reduced to a total of ten.
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Acreage Check
The land tax records for 1782-1817 have been transcribed, but there are some pages
missing from the microfilm. To verify what portion of the Gloucester land was taxed each
year, the total of the land taxed was compared to the actual dry land of the county. The
2000 federal census data lists the acreage for Gloucester and Mathews Counties as
138,630.4 and 54,835.2, respectively. The sum of the two counties would be the Gloucester

acreage of 1782-1790. The chart above shows the percent acreage of the land taxed each
year as listed on the microfilm records. The four low data points were caused by missing
pages in the record for 1787, 1792, 1794, and 1800. By 1790, the percentage of taxed land
had reached about 89%. The percentage of Gloucester land taxed after the division in 1791
was about 94% from 1809-1817. The increased percentage indicates improved records, and
the lower percentage suggests missing entries or poor records. Generally, this comparison
indicates the consistency of the land record for this period.

Currency
The Gloucester land tax values for 1782 -1797 used the English system of pound ( £) shilling (s) - pence (d). There were 20 shillings to a pound and 12 pence to a shilling. The
math for currency exchange is naturally more complex than that of the decimal system of
dollars and cents. Basically, the math is done in the low division of pence, and the answer
is converted to pounds and shillings.
In the process of transcribing the records, the land and tax values were computed in
parallel form in the spreadsheet software. The computed values helped in deciphering
some of the records that were more difficult to read.
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In 1798, when Gloucester currency changed, one pound equaled $3.33, one shilling
equaled 16.66 cents, and one pence equaled 1.39 cents. This was inferred from the
comparison of the land values for 1797 and 1798.

Land Tax Rates
The land value was determined from the assessed value per acre multiplied by the
number of acres. The tax was determined from the tax rate multiplied by the land value.
The chart below shows sixteen land assessment levels that were most common. The ratio
of the most valuable to the least valuable was a factor of 20. The corresponding typical
Land Value
Per Acre
Typical Locations
17821797
£ -/24/8

17981817
$4.11

Warner Hall, White Marsh, White Hall, Toddsbury, Elmington,

£ -/19/9

$3.30

Racefields

£ -/17/3

$2.88

£ -/14/10

$2.47

Near Ware Glebe

£ -/12/4

$2.06

Near Gloucester Town

£ -/9/11

$1.65

New Bottle

£ -/7/5

$1.24

Mt. Pleasant, Pigg Hill, Near Courthouse

£ -/6/5

$1.07

£ -/6/2

$1.03

Paradise, Near Freeport

£ -/5/-

$0.83

Near Cow Creek Pond, Mt. Zion Church, Abingdon Glebe, & Bellamy Church

£ -/3/9

$0.63

Woodstock, Mt. Prodigal, Near Petsworth Church

£ -/3/-

$0.50

Near Olive Branch Church

£ -/2/6

$0.42

£ -/2/-

$0.33

£ -/1/6

$0.25

£ -/1/3

$0.21

Near Dragon Swamp

location suggest some reason for the value levels. The most prosperous plantations with
access to navigable rivers were rated the highest category, and the swamp land was the
lowest. A couple of racefields for horseracing were in the second level because of the
luxury factor. Land near the Gloucester Town was rated
above average. Farmland away from the rivers was
Land Tax Rates
average, and the hilly farms and woods were below
average. It was surprising that there were many more
Years
Percent
levels of assessment, as many as 60 levels for some years.
1782-1797
1.50
It is hard to imagine what produced so many categories.
1798
0.38
There was no indication that personal status was a factor
because the levels were not changed when ownership
1799-1812
0.48
changed.
1813
0.64
The variation of land tax rates is shown in the next
chart. The rate remained fixed at 1.5% for the early years
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when the English currency was used. In 1798, the rate was reduced to 0.38% and then was
fixed at 0.48% for the next fourteen years. The rate peaked at 0.85% following the War of
1812, but dropped to 0.75 in 1817.

Personal Property Tax
Prior to 1798, the tax value was not itemized for each individual on the assessment
lists. However, some of the records included a summary and computation page like the
example for 1784 presented in the chart below. For 1784, the list consisted of blacks
above and under 16, whites, horses, studs, cattle, carriage wheels, and ordinary licenses.
The total number of each was listed on the left of each category. The tax per each is
inserted in the far left column: 10 shillings for each black and white person, 2 shillings per
1784 Gloucester Personal Property Tax Summary

Tax Per Each
10 s
10 s
10 s
2 s / horse
?
3 d / head
6 s / wheel
5&4s

horse, 3 pence per head of cattle, and 5
shillings per carriage wheel. The
computation for stud horses is not clear
to the author.

Notation of tax rates included in 1802 record

The corresponding tax rates in 1802
after currency was changed to dollars
and cents are shown in the next chart.
The tax rate for Negroes above 12 years
old was $0.44, horses $0.12, four wheel
carriages $5.00, phaetons & stages $3.36,
riding chairs $0.86, and ordinary licenses
$12.50. Notes were signed by William
Hall, Commissioner G. C.
The War of 1812 also affected the
personal property tax rates. Rates
remained unchanged until 1813 as shown
in the small chart on the right. The tax
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peaked in 1814 and 1815 at
$0.79 for slaves and $0.21 for
horses. Similar increases
occurred for the other items
that were taxed.

Commissioners of
Revenue

Personal Propertiy Tax Rates
Years

Slaves

Horses

Cattle

1798-1812

$0.44

$0.12

-

1813

$0.59

$0.16

-

1814-1815

$0.79

$0.21

-

1816

$0.70

$0.18

$0.03

1817

$0.70

$0.18

-

In the earliest records,
the names of the Commissioners of Revenue were not always listed. From 1787 until
Kingston Parish became Mathews County in 1791, the Gloucester tax record was divided
into two parts, East and West. Richard Gregory was commissioner for the East, and Morgan
Tomkins was commissioner for the West. After Kingston Parish became Mathews County,
Morgan Tomkins was commissioner from 1792 -1800; William Hall was commissioner from
1801-1803; Francis S. Stubbs was commissioner from 1804 -1807; and Jasper Hughes was
commissioner from 1809-1817.

Example Records for Alexander Roane Family
My family surnames in Gloucester County include: Roane, Horsley, Rilee, Worrell, Hall,
and Lewis. In the 1704/5 Gloucester Quit Rent list, William Roane was listed with 500
acres. The 1770-1771 Quit Rent book listed Alexander Roan with 166 acres as shown
below. (“Roan” is an alternate spelling for the surname, “Roane.”) Also, the record shows
an additional tithable for him in 1770 and 1771. John Rylie (Rilee) was listed on the same
page with 150 acres of land and a total of three tithables. He is probably another ancestor
of mine.
1770 Gloucester Quit Rent Book, Page 141
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Year
1782
1783
1784
1786
1787
1788
1789

1790

1791

1792

1793

1794

1795

1796

1797

1798

1799

1800

1801

1802

Name
Roan, Alexander
Roan, Alexander
Roane, Alexander
Roan, Elizabeth
Roane, Alexander Estate
Roane, Elizabeth
Roane, Elizabeth
Roane, Alexander Estate
Roan, Elizabeth
Roane, Alexander Estate
Roane, Elizabeth
Roane, Alexander Estate
Roane, Elizabeth
Roane, Alexander Estate
Roane, Elizabeth
Roane, Alexander Estate
Roane, Elizabeth
Roane, Alexander Estate
Roane, Elizabeth
Roane, William
Roane, Charles
Roane, Alexander
Roane, Thomas
Roan, William
Roan, Charles
Roan, Alexander
Roan, Thomas
Roane, William
Roan, Charles
Roan, Alexander
Roan, Thomas
Roane, William
Roane, Charles
Roane, Alexander
Roane, Thomas
Roan, William
Roan, Charles
Roan, Alexander
Roan, Thomas
Roan, William
Roan, Charles
Roan, Alexander
Roan, Thomas
Rown, William
Roan, Charles
Rown, Alexander
Roan, Thomas
Rown, William
Roan, Charles
Rown, Alexander
Roan, Thomas
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Acres

Tithables

406

1
1
1

Adults
Slaves

Child
Slaves
7

Horses

Cattle

1
1
1

6
6
7

3
5
5
5

27
17
14
12

2
2

7

3
5

13

5

-

3

-

4

1

4

-

3

2

4

-

1

3

2

4

-

-

-

-

-

-

2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
-

3
3
3
1
3
1
1
3
1
3
1
-

1
1
-

2
2
1
1
1
1
2
2
-

-

Carriage

406

406

406
1
406
20
400
20
400
20
400
20
260
100
100
100
260
100
100
100
260
100
100
100
260
100
100
100
260
100
100
100
260
100
100
100
260
100
100
100
260
100
100
100
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Year

Name

Roan, William
Roan, Charles
1803
Roan, Alexander
Roan, Thomas
Roane, William
Roane, Charles
1804
Roane, Alexander
Roane, Thomas
Roan, William
1805 Roan, Alexander
Roan, Thomas
Roan, William
Roan, Charles
1806 Roan, Alexander
Roan, Thomas
Roane, William
Roane, Charles
1807
Roane, Thomas

Acres

Tithables

Adults
Slaves

Child
Slaves

Horses

Cattle

210
100
100

1
1

4
1

-

3
-

-

100

-

-

-

-

-

210
100
100

1
1

3
1

-

3
-

-

100

-

-

-

-

-

-

1
1

3
1

-

2
1

-

142.5
100
100

1
1
1

2
4
1

-

1
2
1

-

100

1

2

-

2

-

214.5
100
200

1
1

2
2

-

2
3

-

-

-

-

-

2

-

-

1

-

-

2
3

-

-

1

-

4
1

-

2
2

-

Gig

6
3

-

1
1
2

-

Gig

-

1

-

6
4

-

2
2

-

6
4
8
3
5
6

-

1
2
2
2
1
2
3

27
16
-

Gig
Gig
Gig
Two-Wheels

-

1

-

Two-Wheels

Roane, Major
Roane, William
Roane, Charles
1809 Roane, Thomas

1
214.5
100
200

Roane, Major
Roane, William
Roane, Charles
1810
Roane, Thomas

2

1
1

3
2

1
Missing
200

1
1

214.5
100
200

1
1
1

Roane, Major
Roane, William
1813 Roane, Thomas
Roane, Major
Roane, William
1814
Roane, Thomas
Roane, William
1815
Roane, Thomas
1816 Roane, Thomas
Roane, William Estate
1817 Roane, Thomas

1
1

214.5
100
200

Roane, Major
Roane, William
1811 Roane, Thomas
Roane, Major
Roane, William
Roane, Charles
1812
Roane, Thomas

1
214.5
340

1
1

143
340
214.5
327
214.5
327

1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Roane, Catherine
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As shown in the tax charts of the two previous pages, Alexander Roane was listed in
the land and personal property tax lists in the Petsworth Parish. Beginning in 1782, he was
charged with 406 acres. He, his widow, and sons were included in the tax assessments
from 1782-1817. Alexander Roane died in 1785, and his wife, Elizabeth Pollard Roane, was
listed from 1786 to 1794. In 1795, the Alexander Roane Estate of 400 acres was charged to
his four sons: William, Charles, John Alexander, and Thomas, 100 acres each. Charles
Roane was listed as head of household in 1799 and 1800. He married Frances Guthrie and
moved to King and Queen County. They were the parents of Charles Alexander Roane, my
great-grandfather. In 1807, Major Benjamin Roane was listed as tithable and head of
household. He was the last son of Alexander Roane, referred to in Alexander’s will as the
child in his wife’s belly. Major Roane was listed until 1813. He married Rebecca
Shackleford in 1814 and moved to King and Queen County. They were the parents of Sarah
Rebecca Roane who married her first cousin Charles Alexander Roane. They established
their home on property from the John Shackleford Estate in King and Queen County.
Charles and Sarah Roane were the parents of Luther, Richard, and Charles who moved to
the Wilson Creek community in Gloucester County.
These tax records help us realize our family histories. They indicate the ownership of
slaves, horses, cattle, carriages, and other items. Occasionally, special notation is given
that shows family relationships. Make an appointment with the Gloucester Museum of
History and search these records for details of your family’s history.

Special Record Items
Having transcribed the land and personal property tax records for 1782 -1817, I was
amazed to find such varied information that described the lives of Gloucester County
during those early years of our nation. The taxes were greatest on the wealthy, but it also
suggested that many had very little to be taxed. For example, when furniture was taxed,
very few had furniture. I assume everything was hung on hooks in the cabins.
From the federal census data, we know that many of the Negro people were free, 8 to
12 % from 1810-1860. Information was given in the personal property records about free
mulattoes and Negroes. Generally, their full names were given. Information included
location of residence and husband -wife designations. The chart on the next page (13) lists
the mulattoes and Negroes for 1817.
Additional charts in the successive pages present the following charts: Retail store
licenses for 1799-1817, Ferry licenses for 1813 and 1814, Mill licenses for 1813 and 1814,
Dog licenses for 1814, Silver wares for 1815, Practicing Attorneys for 1815, Physicians,
Surgeons, Apothuasies, Druggist, & Venders of Lothey Tickets for 1815, Tavern licenses for
1815 and 1816, Houses for private entertainment licenses for 1815 and 1816, and
Categories of Personal Property Tax for 1815
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A list of Mulattoes and Free Negroes within the district of
Jasper Hughes Commissioner of Revenue for Gloucester
County for the year 1817
Almond, Meanx (Mulatto)
Almond, Hendeson (Mulatto)
Almond, Thomas (Mulatto)
Almond, Edmund (Mulatto)
Almond, James (Mulatto)
Almond, Mildred (Mulatto)
Andrews, Landon (negroe)
Blueford, Francis (Mulatto)
Bowden, Robert (Negroe)
Casey, Humphrey (Mulatto)
Cooke, John (Mulatto)
Chevace, William (Mulatto)
Cooke, William (Mulatto)
Cooke, Charles (Mulatto)
Driver, William (Mulatto)
Driver, Samuel (Mulatto)
Freeman, John (Mulatto)
Field, Joseph (Negroe)
Fairy, Charles (Negroe)
Fairy, Richard (Negroe) (lives at Greenwich)
Charles (Negroe) (lives at Mr. Macphersons)
Gregory, James (Negroe)
Hearn, Ephriam (Negroe)
Hearn, Peter (Negroe)
King, Williams (Mulatto)
King, Ellick (Mulatto)
King, James (alias Wilson) (Mulatto)
King, Armistead (Mulatto)
Judon, Vincent (Mulatto)
Jacob (a negroe) (has a wife at Mr.
Hammonsons)
Jack (a negroe) (has a wife at Mr. William
Robins)
Lemon, Richard Sr. (Mulatto)
Lemon, Haley (Mulatto)
Lemon, Mordicai (Mulatto)
Lemon, Richard (son of Richard) (Mulatto)
Lemon, John (Mulatto) (son of William)
Lemon, Robert (Mulatto) (son of John)
Lemon, Edward (Mulatto)
Lemon, Lewis (Mulattos)

Vol. 11, No. 2

Lemon, John (Mulatto)
Lemon, James (Mulatto)
Lemon, George W. (Mulatto)
Monoggen, Samuel (Mulatto)
Monoggen, Jesse (Mulatto)
Monoggen, George (Mulatto)
Meggs, Robert (Mulatto)
Morriss, Cary (Mulatto)
Morriss, Philip (Mulatto)
Morriss, William Jr. (Mulatto)
Morriss, George (Mulatto)
Morriss, Thomas (Mulatto)
Morriss, Seth (Mulatto)
Morriss, James Sr. (Mulatto)
Morriss, James Jr. (Mulatto)
Barnaba (a negroe)
Robin (Negroe) (lives on Mr. John Stevens
land)
Weldon, James (Negroe) (lives at Benjamin
Dabney Estate plantation)
Frank (a negroe) (lives at or near Mount
Prodigal)
Daniel (negroe) (lives near Mount Prodigal)
Ralph (negroe) (lives near Mount Prodigal)
Stubbs, John (negroe, has a wife at Mrs.
Susanna Byrds)
Wilson, Cary (Mulatto)
Southerland, Jeremiah (Mulatto)
Powers, Reuben (Mulatto)
Southerland, James (Mulatto)
Southerland, John (Mulatto)
Robinson, Liner (Negroe)
Robinson, Edmund (Negroe)
Robinson, Lewis (Negroe)
Robinson, John (Negroe)
Victory, Church (Mulatto)
Brown, Henry (Negroe) (has wife at Mrs.
Elizabeth Athertons)
Wilson, Robert Jr. (Mulatto)
Pagey (a negroe woman)
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List of persons that obtained Licenses to retail goods, wares, &
merchandize of a foreign growth and manufacture Issued by
Commissioner Revenue Gloucester County for years 1799 -1817
1799
Allen, John

Seawell, John
Sinclair, John

Insley, Enoch
Jones, Richard C.

Davis, William
Glenn, Matthew

Stedman, John
West, Edward

Kemp, Lewis
Leavit, Edmund

Berry, Robert
Camp, William S.

Grymes, Charles
Hall, Warner
Howlett, Nicholas

Whiting, Francis

Pitt, Richard
Pointer, Samuel
Read, Gwyn

Cary, John R & Store
Dawson, John
Faringholtz, Robert

Lingar, John

Cary, John

Richardson, George

Gibbs, Matthew

Moss, John

Cosby, Samuel

Rogers, William A.

Gressitt, John D.

Powell, Semour
Smith, Aug. M.

Donaghey, John
Glenn, Matthew

Rowe, Jasper
Seawell, John B.

Hall, Warner
Hayes, William

1805

1809

Gressett, John

Shepard, Chancy &

Howell, Seymour

1800
Allen, John

Hayes, William
Howlett, Nicholas

Armstead Igillman Co.
Singleton, Isaac

Howlett, Nickolas
Jones, Richard C.

Anderson, M.
Currey, Henry
French, William

Jones, Richard C.
Leavit, Edmund
Potts, James

Stedman, John
Thornton, Fancis
Thornton, James R.

March, William
Moore, John Capt.
Nuttall, Thomas

Grymes, Charles
Keating, Henry

Powell, John
Read, Thomas

West, Edward
Whiting, Francis

Pitt, Richard
Pryor & Robins

Lingar, John
Moss, John

Rowe, Dobson
Ryland, Thomas M.

Parker, John A.
Powell, John
Powell, Seymor

Seawell, John
Stedman, John
West, Edward

Baytop, John
Berry, Robert
Camp, William S.

Singleton, Peter

Whiting, Francis

Cary, John R. &co.

Smith, Aug. M.

William Robins

Dutton, Lewis

Berry, Robert Capt.

1806
Baytop, John

Farenholtz, Robert
Glenn, Matthew
Hall, Lewis

Camp, William S.
Cary, John R & Store
Dawson, John

Cary, John

Berry, Robert
Bracken, John

Harper, Henry
Howlett, Nicholas

Faringholtz, Robert
Faringholtz, Robert & Co.

Davis, William

Cary, John R.

Jones, Richard C.

Gibbs, Matthew Esq.

Furling, Nicholas
Glenn, Matthew

Cooke, William
Eldridge, Prince

Jones, Richard C. &co.
Pitt, Richard

Gressitt, John D.
Hobday, Thomas

Gressett, John
Howlett, Nicholas

Figg, Lewis W.
French, William

Read, Gwyn
Rogers, William A.

Howlett, Nickolas
Jones, Richard C.

Keating, Henry
Leavit, Edward

Glenn, Matthew
Gressett, John D.

Rowe, Jasper
Smith, Thomas & Co.

Pitt, Richard
Pryor & Robins

Pendred, John

Holmes, Joseph & James

Stedman, John

Smith, Thomas & Co.

Potts, James
Robins, William

Hudson Co.
Howlett, Nicholas

Thornton, James R.
West, Edward

Soles, John H. Capt.
Watlington, Nathaniel Jr.

Rowe, Dobson

Insley, Abraham

Whiting, Francis

Wilson, Peter Capt.

Sturges, Revel
Thornton, James N.

1804
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Rowe, Jasper
Smith, Thomas &co.
Spaulding, John
Spaulding, John
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List of persons that obtained Licenses to retail goods, wares,
& merchandize of a foreign growth and manufacture Issued
by Commissioner Revenue Gloucester County for years
1799-1817 (Continued)
Wood, John & George Field

Mourning, Henry

Hughes, John

Amory, Thomas C.
Baker, James

Powell, Seymour
Ransone, John

Johnston, John
Johnston, John & William

??? and Stubblefield

Berry, Lucy

Seawell & Wilkins

Jones, Gabriel

Amory, Thomas C.
Cary, Thomas & C.

Camp, William S.
Cary, Thomas &c.

Seawell, Overton
Smart, William

Jones, Richard C.
Kemp & Chevooning

Dixey, Lucy
Doughass, John

Finch, Rowlandly
Glass, John

Smith, Thomas &c.
Stubblefield, John

Leavite & Minor
Maigne, Joseph C.

Gressitt, John D.
Howlett, William

Gressitt, John D.
Howlett, John &c.

Stubbs, Francis
Sturtevant, Earl

Mourning, Henry
Seawell, Overton Capt.

Leavit, William

Howlett, William

Tillidge, William

Smart, William

Matthew Kemp
Monet, Joseph

Hughes, John &c.
Hughes, John &c.

Watlington, Paul

Smith, Thomas & C.
Stubbs, Fancis

Ron?? Finia?

Jones, Gabriel

Seawell, Overton

Jones, Richard C.

Baker, James

Watlington, Paul

Smart, William
Stubbs, Francis

Kemp, Matthew (Dragon)
Kemp, Matthew (son of

Berry, Lucy
Finch, Rowland W.

Whiting, Matthew
Whiting, Matthew

Fleming, William

Williams, Edward

1815

1816

Robert)
Leigh, James &c.

1817

Watlington, Armistead

Howlett, John

List of Ferries within the District of Jasper Hughes Commissioner Revenue
Gloucester County for 1813 &1814
Owner

Yearly Rent or Value

Amount of Tax

1813
$300.00

$3.00

Hobday, William A.

1814
$300.00

$4.00
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Hobday, William (Gloucester Town)
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List of Mills within the District of Jasper Hughes Commissioner Revenue
Gloucester County for 1813 &1814
Owner

Bracken, John
Burton, Simon
Dilliard, James
Dixon, John
Deans, Josiah L. dec'd &c.
Howlett, Nicholas dec'd
Jones, Emmanuel
Keiningham, John
Philpotts, John
Rootes, Thomas R.
Sears, John
Stubblefield, Simon
Stubblefield, Robert
Stubblefield, Robert
Stubblefield, William
Stubbs, Francis
Whiting, Francis
Weedon, William
Wood, John Estate

Yearly Rent or Value
1813
$100.00
$100.00
$50.00
$300.00
$300.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$75.00
$100.00
$50.00
$200.00
$75.00
$75.00
$100.00
$30.00
$300.00
$200.00
$50.00

Amount of Tax

$2.00
$2.00
$1.00
$6.00
$6.00
$2.00
$2.00
$2.00
$1.00
$2.00
$1.00
$4.00
$1.00
$1.00
$2.00
$1.00
$6.00
$4.00
$1.00

1814
Burton, Simon
Chevalier, James
Deans, Josiah L. dec'd &c.
Dixon, John
Dilliard, James
Gressitt, John D.
Garland, Mary
Howlett, Nicholas dec'd
Jones, Emmanuel
Keiningham, John
Philpotts, William
Robins, William
Stubblefield, Simon
Stubblefield, Robert
Stubblefield, Wade
Stubblefield, William
Sears, Henry & Thomas
Stevens, John
Rootes, Thomas R.
Whiting, Francis
Wood, John Estate
Weedon, William

$100.00
$30.00
$300.00
$300.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$105.00
$100.00
$80.00
$75.00
$100.00
$150.00
$50.00
$50.00
$100.00
$20.00
$20.00
$80.00
$300.00
$50.00
$200.00

$2.75
$1.33
$8.25
$8.25
$1.33
$1.33
$1.33
$2.89
$2.75
$1.33
$1.33
$2.75
$4.13
$1.33
$1.33
$2.75
$1.33
$1.33
$1.33
$8.25
$1.33
$5.50
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List of Persons owning Dogs subject to taxation within the District of Jasper
Hughes Commissioner Revenue Gloucester County for the year 1814
Owners

No.

Tax

Owners

No.

Tax

Baytop, James Sr.

1

$1.00 Robins, William

2

$2.00

Burton, Simon

2

$2.00 Rogers, William A.

1

$1.00

Baytop, James Jr. (son of Thomas)

1

$1.00 Royston, Thomas

1

$1.00

Bracken, John

9

$9.00 Richardson, George

1

$1.00

Billups, Hugh G.

1

$1.00 Stevens, William R.

1

$1.00

Crewdson, James

1

$1.00 Stubbs, John Sr.

2

$2.00

Cooke, Giles

1

$1.00 Stubblefield, Mary

2

$2.00

Camp, William Estate

1

$1.00 Stubblefield, Simon

1

$1.00

Clayton, Jasper S.

2

$2.00 Seawell, John B.

7

$7.00

Davies, Arthur L.

1

$1.00 Seawell, Joseph

1

$1.00

Dobson, John

3

$3.00 Sears, Henry

1

$1.00

Dabney, Benjamin Estate

1

$1.00 Sears, William

3

$3.00

Dixon, John

1

$1.00 Sears, John

1

$1.00

Duval, William

1

$1.00 Saddler, Robert

3

$3.00

Jones, William (Attorney)

7

$7.00 Tabb, Philip

13

$13.00

Johnston, Thomas M.

7

$7.00 Thornton, Francis Sr.

4

$4.00

Johnston, John Sr.

1

$1.00 Thornton, Francis Jr.

1

$1.00

Johnston, William (son of Mary)

3

$3.00 Taliaferro, William Dr.

1

$1.00

Kemp, Peter (York River)

3

$3.00 Vaughan, Ledford

2

$2.00

Kemp, Thomas (York River)

3

$3.00 Weedon, William

1

$1.00

Kemp, Matthew

1

$1.00 West, Thomas (F.S.)

1

$1.00

Kemp, Peter (Highgate)

4

$4.00 Wiatt, Peter Capt.

4

$4.00

Morriss, Christianna

3

$3.00 Ellis, Mary

2

$2.00

Perrin, William K.

4

$4.00 Hughes, Jasper

1

$1.00

Palmer, William

3

$3.00 Hall, Thomas Capt.

3

$3.00

Page, John Colonel Estate

2

$2.00 Watlington, Armistead

1

$1.00
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List of Property within the District of Jasper Hughes Commissioner Revenue
Gloucester County for the year 1815

Owner

Silver
coffee
pots

Silver
tea
pots

Plated
coffee
or tea
pots

Silver
candle
sticks
&c.

Anderson, Mary

Plated
Cut glass Silver
candle
decanters pitchers
sticks
&c.
&c.
&c.
2

Berry, Lucy

Tax

$0.10
1

$0.05

Booth, George W.

1

$0.10

Camp, Miles

1

$0.10

Deans, D. M. D.

3

4

Ellis, Mary

$0.50

4

$2.00

Fox, William

1

Griffin, Stuart Dr.

1

1

2

$0.15
$0.20

Hammonson, Matthew

2

$0.10

Howlett, William

1

$0.05

Jones, Richard Capt.

1

2

Jones, William Col.

4

Lewis, Fielding

2

Lewis, John Col.

1

2

1

2

Page, Mann dec'd

1

Perrin, William K.
Rootes, Thomas R.

$0.20

$0.20

1
1

$0.20
1
2

1

2

2

Rogers, William
Roy, James (Dragon)
4

Seawell, John B.
Tabb, Philip

2

18

2

$0.60
$0.20

3

$1.30

2

$0.20

2

Sinclair, John
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$0.10
1

$0.30

1
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1
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List of Practicing Attorneys within the District
of Jasper Hughes Commissioner Revenue
Gloucester County for the year 1815

List of Physicians, Surgeons,
Apothuasies, Druggist, &
Venders of Lothey Tickets —1815

Names

Highest Courts Practiced

Tax

Cary, Edward S. B.

Gloucester Superior Court

$13.33

Dabney, James

$12.50

Jones, William

Gloucester Superior Court

$13.33

Fauntterey, Samuel G.

$12.50

Jones, Catesby

Gloucester Superior Court

$13.33

Griffin, Stuart S.

$12.50

Page, John

Gloucester Superior Court

$13.33
Taliaferro, William

$12.50

Whiting, Thomas

$12.50

Wiatt, William G.

$12.50

Rootes, Thomas R.
Sales, Edmund

Court of Chancery
Gloucester Superior Court

Names

Tax

$20.00
$13.33

List of persons that obtained Licenses to keep Tavern in Gloucester County.
1815
Persons Name

1816
Amount

Persons Name

Amount

Robert Ransone

$39.96

Robert Ransone

$31.50

John R. Cary

$22.33

John R. Cary

$18.00

List of Houses of Private Entertainment within the District of Jasper Hughes
Commissioner of the Revenue for Gloucester County.
1815
Persons Name

1816
Amount

Persons Name

Amount

Wood, Ann

$3.77

Chowning, Bayley

$4.50

Camp, William S.

$3.77

Stubbs, Francis

$4.50

Chowning, Baylis

$3.77

Howlett, John

$4.50

Stubbs, Francis

$3.77

Newcomb, William

$11.17

Seawell, Overton

$11.17

Vol. 11, No. 2

19

December 2007

Convenient Access to Gloucester County Records

Categories for the 1815 Peasonal Property Tax for
Gloucester County
Categories
Free Males Tithers above 16 years old
Slaves between 9 & 12
Slaves 12 & upwards
Horses & Mules
Stud Horses
Twice the rates for Studs
No. heads cattle
Carriages
Value of Carriages
Watch silver pinchback
Watch single side gold
Watch double side gold
Houses exceeding $500 -- .00125 %
Houses for private use
Cloocks-Wood works
Wood works & case
Cloocks-Metal
Value between $50 & $100
Mah.-Bureau, bookcase, wardrobe, or clothes press
Other-Bureau, bookcase, wardrobe, or clothes press
Mah.-Ches-drawers, with or w/o desk
Other-Ches-drawers, with or w/o desk
Celeret or Sideboard under $100
Tables or bedstead of Mahogany
Settees or Sophas of Mahogany
Settees or Sophas ornamented with silver or gold

Tax

$0.79
$0.79
$0.21

$0.03

$1.44
$1.00
$1.50

$5.00
$0.25
$0.50
$1.00

$0.50
$0.25
$0.25
$0.13
$0.50
$0.75
$0.75
$0.25
$0.13

Other Settees or Sophas ornamented with silver or gold
Chairs made of Mahogany, bamboo, or cane
Chairs with finish straw or flag bottom-silver or gold
Chairs ornamented with silver or gold
Carpets above $20 & not exceeding $50--not homemade
Curtains of calico, mussailles, or dinity--not homemade
Curtains of silk or satin
Venetian Blinds in windows
Portraits in oil or crayon
Engraving, paint, or picture in frames above I ft
Engraving, paint, or picture in gilt frame
Mirror 4-5 ft
Mirror 3-4 ft
Mirror 2-3 ft
Mirror 1-2 ft gilt frame
Piano, organ, or harp under $300
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What’s In Your Attic?
By L. Roane Hunt and Lee Brown
The unwritten goal of the Gloucester
Genealogical Society of Virginia and the Family Tree
Searcher is to inspire the public to look in their
attics and safe storage places to find records of
their own family histories. These findings may
provide historical information that would not be
known otherwise. Also, these findings need to be
shared and archived in documents such as this
present journal, published at least twice each year.
In recent years, many have brought their findings
to the Gloucester Museum of History, and the
director has shared it with this journal. Many of
our articles have been based on these
contributions.
A few months ago, Janice Jones of Gigi’s
Antiques was given a box of photograph albums
that had some damage from being stored in an
unprotected attic location. She got this box from
an associate/competitor who was not willing to
identify his sources. Janice shared her items that
have historical potential with Roane Hunt, and he
evaluated and researched them. Janice is standing
behind the photo albums in the adjacent
photograph.

Janice and her albums

The albums included many photos of local
landmarks: Fort Monroe in Hampton, as well as
Buckroe Beach, Yorktown, and sites in Newport
Adolphus Monroe “A.M,”
News. Some of the photos were associated with Deal and the head stone of
insurance records of the A.M. Deal Insurance
his parents.
Company. The Deal surname suggested that Mr.
Deal probably had Gloucester County roots. Many
different people were subjects of these photos, and
the oldest photos were dated 1917.
Who was A.M. Deal? The first good clue was a
photo of Mr. Deal standing by a tombstone with the
labels, “FATHER” and “MOTHER,” and full names and
dates. His parents were Thomas Monroe Deal and
Cimmie Shuford. Census records for 1900 showed
this Deal family living in Burke County, NC, which is
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Ancestors of John Thomas Deal
? Deal

Thomas Monroe Deal
b. 1870, d. 1940
Sophronia Deal
b. 1846
Adolphus Monroe Deal
b. 1896, d. 1980
Daniel Franklin Shuford
b. 1834, d. 1919
Cimmie Shuford
b. 1872, d. 1928
Emiline Johnson
b. 1836
John Thomas Deal
b. 1915, d. 2003
John P. Long
b. 1871
Emily H. Long
b. 1897
? Gaydon

John Thomas Deal
Margarite Gaydon
b. 1870

Photograph Labeled
“John Long Deal”

Mary M. ?
b. 1839

located in western North Carolina. These records showed that there was a large population
of Italian immigrants in parts of Burke County. Also, they revealed that the full name of
A.M. was Adolphus Monroe Deal.
A.M. married Emily H. Long who was the daughter of John P. Long and Margarite
Gaydon, both born in Italy. Their son, John Thomas (Long) Deal, was born on February 6,
1915. He was named for his two grandfathers, John Long and Thomas Deal. The
photograph above, taken on April 30, 1922, was labeled John Long Deal. This date
indicates that John was 7 years old and his full
Family of Adolphus Monroe Deal
name was in dispute at that time. A.M. Deal
and his young family moved from Burke
Adolphus Monroe Deal, b. 1896, d. 1980
County to Newport News, VA, to work at the
+m. Emily H. Long, b. 1897
shipyard. A.M. and Emily divorced, and Emily
John Thomas Deal Sr. , b. 1915, d. 2003
and John returned to North Carolina. Later,
+m. Virginia Katherine Knight , b. 1919, d. 1994
Emily married a man named Mustian, and in
Emily Katherine Louise Deal , b. 1942
1955, she was the first elected mayor of Kill
+m. William Nelson Fletcher , b. 1941
Devil Hills, NC.
John Thomas Deal Jr. , b. 1945
A.M. met and married Louise B. Dilts in
1924. She was from a small town near
Trenton, NJ. In the 1920 census, she and her
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Ancestors of Louise B. Dilts Deal
? Dilts

Johathan Dilts
b. 1860
Anna ?
b. 1832
Louise B. Dilts
b. 1903, m. Adolphus Monroe Deal
William Kirkman Sr.

William Kirkman Jr.
b. 1839, d. 1885

?
Anna Eliza Kirkman
b. 1862, d. 1931
Abraham Vanhise
b. 1814
Louise M. Vanhise
b. 1845, d. 1922
Eliza Ann Butcher
b. 1819

Louise photographs her
mirror image.

sister, Sarah, were living in Hampton, VA, with her aunt, Louise, and her husband, William
Hull. William and Louise Hull were listed as operating a pharmacy. Louise and Sarah Dilts
were the youngest children of
Jonathan Dilts and Anna Eliza
Kirkman. Anna died in Newport
News in 1931. The pedigree chart
for Louise B. Dilts Deal is
presented above. A. M. Deal and
Louise Dilts had one daughter,
Thelma, who married Kennedy C.
Akers. Clearly, Louise Dilts Deal
was the photographer that
produced these albums. The
earliest photos were of her family
and school friends in New Jersey
and continued with her years
living on the lower peninsula of
Virginia.
A.M. Deal’s shipyard career
was brief because he served in the
army during WWI. In the 1920
census, he was listed as a
A. M. Deal Insurance Company
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A.M. Deal with his wife and photographer, Louise

A.M. Deal with his children,
John and Thelma

“carpenter” and a “house builder.” This led to real
estate investments, and he created the insurance
business as indicated in the formal photograph of his office and employees on the previous
page.
John Deal returned to Virginia to be raised by his father and step -mother. He was
listed with his father in the 1930 census for Newport News. A.M. and Louise Deal are
shown in the photograph in the upper left of this page, and John and Thelma are shown
with their father, A.M., on the right.
John married Virginia Katherine Knight, daughter of Clarence Edward Knight and Iola
Catherine Hogge. Clarence was from Mathews, and Iola was from York County. John and
Virginia Deal had two children, Emily and John Jr. The Deals
moved to Gloucester in the mid -1950s and developed the
Gallopond Campground. Emily Deal married Nelson Fletcher,
brother of Fay Burris and a distant cousin of mine —small world!
A pedigree chart for Virginia Knight Deal is presented on the next
page.
About 1958, Fred Brown and Hugh Dischinger, who had been
involved with the Gloucester Courthouse Boy Scout troop for
several years, approached John about taking on the volunteer
position of Scoutmaster. John, whose son had just joined the
troop, replied that he didn’t know anything about running a
scouting program. Fred and Hugh countered that they knew he
was an avid camper and hiker, and they were looking for
someone to pass those skills to the boys. They would help with
the meetings and other responsibilities as long as he needed.
Vol. 11, No. 2
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Ancestors of Virginia Katherine Hogge Deal
John Langley Knight
b. 1814, d. 1848
William Sheperd Knight
b. 1845, d. 1920
Elizabeth Foster
b. 1818, d. 1887
Clarence Edward Knight
b. 1885, d. 1958
Bailey Diggs
b. 1814, d. 1900
Kitturah Emily Diggs
b. 1854, d. 1945
Kitturah Ann Pamelia Diggs
b. 1817, d. 1899
Virginia Katherine Knight
b. 1919, d. 1994, m. John Thomas Deal Sr.
Thomas Hogg
b. 1810, d. 1864
Silas Scott Hogge
b. 1847, d. 1918
Martha J. Nottingham
b. 1823
Iola Catherine Hogg
b. 1891, d. 1981
Robert Whittingham Crockett
b. 1829
Celestia A. Crockett
b. 1856, d. 1939
Susan Catherine James
b. 1835

John Deal served as Scoutmaster of Troop 111 in Gloucester for 20 years and
continued his involvement with the troop for many years after that. During that time, the
troop went on a camping trip almost every month, regardless of season. He took the troop
on a long trip most summers. Destinations included the Philmont Scout Ranch in New
Mexico; the Appalachian Trail in North Carolina, Virginia, and Maine (to Mt. Katahdin, the
Trail's northern terminus); the Outer Banks of North Carolina (where they camped at John's
mother's home); and a trip to Glacier Peak Wilderness Area, Washington (where they were
joined by John's mother's step -son, Frank Mustian of Spokane) with stops at Yellowstone,
Grand Tetons, and the Badlands of the Dakotas. Locally, the troop regularly canoed
Dragon Run, Beaver Dam Stream, and the pond at Gallopond Farm.
John had been a scout in Newport News about 1927 and served briefly in 1933 as an
Assistant Scoutmaster. In 1970, he received the Silver Beaver Award, one of the highest
honors in scouting. Both his son and son -in-law helped out as Assistant Scoutmasters for
Troop 111 in the mid-60s.

Vol. 11, No. 2

25

December 2007

What’s In Your Attic?

Lee Brown was a scout during John’s
time as Scoutmaster. He attests to the
deep respect that the scouts had and
continue to have for both John and Virginia
Deal. He says you can tell who was a scout
back then from the smile elicited by any
mention of the Deals’ Airstream trailer (a
companion on those long trips), Gallopond
or “the cabin,” night hikes, or breaking the
ice on the water during a winter canoe trip.
Troop 111 was chartered October 14,
1919, and has been active ever since.
Through Emily Deal Fletcher and Lee Brown
we have some of the troop’s records, but
we are looking for more information so
that we can produce more articles about
Gloucester Boy Scouts in future issues of
this journal.

John stands on the left and Charles Kerns on the
right with the Scouts in front of their van, ready
for another major outing.

The following excerpts were taken
from an article written by Gene Phillps in
the August 13, 1972, issue of the Newport News Daily Press:

A man who has been camping for 45 years is translating his interest into a second
business. John T. Deal, Sr., retired last year (1971) as owner of a Newport News insurance
agency and has spent his time since in developing a family campground on his farm near
here. He plans to open Gallopond Campground on a limited basis this month with 53
campsites and to open another 100 next year when the camp will be in full operation.
His campground will include a 25 by 75 foot swimming pool, a lake for boating and
fishing, three miles of hiking trails, and a picnic area for people taking a day’s outing. The
edges of the woods have been cleared back from the surrounding fence to provide a trail for
horseback riding.
Deal first became interested in camping at the age of 12 when he joined the Boy Scouts
in Newport News. His interest is shared by his wife and family. In fact, he and Mrs. Deal
took a camping trip to upper New York and Canada in 1940 as their honeymoon.
He has worked with Boy Scout Troop 111, which he serves as Scoutmaster, for 15 years
and estimates trips he has taken with the Scouts, on which they camped at night, has taken
him the equivalent of at least twice around the earth. Those travels include a 9,000 mile trip
to Washington. On one of three trips the troop made to the Smoky Mountains they struck
one trail that was so rough it took four days to travel 14 miles. Other trips have been to
Maine where they hiked 70 miles on the Appalachian Trail, Philmont Boy Scout Ranch in New
Mexico, and the Glacier Peak Wilderness Area in Washington.
On one of their trips to North Carolina’s outer banks, the troop was caught in the fringe
of a hurricane at Cape Hatteras. “We had been forewarned that the fringe of the Hurricane
would pass through,” Deal recalls. “Most of the campers moved out, but we didn’t. We
banked sand around the tents and stuck it out. The next morning we were half way to our
knees in water. We did our eating and cooking with our feet in the water.” Deal recalls one
boy sleeping on an air mattress floated on the water, keeping dry until he finally rolled off
when he woke up.
(Continued on page 48)
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Andrew Jackson Andrews
By L. Roane Hunt
Donations to the Gloucester Museum of History continue to be a great source of
important clues to Gloucester history during the times when many records were lost or
destroyed. Museum director, Betty Jean Deal, uses
such donations for display and sources for public
research.
Recently, Barbara Robins of Urbanna, VA,
donated the autobiography of Andrew Jackson
Andrews, a Civil War veteran who settled in
Richmond, VA. The small book has 163 pages, 5 x
7.5 inches. He describes his family home at
Cappahosic in Gloucester County prior to the war
and his experiences during the war. He includes
some information about his post -war family life. The
last half of the book contains lyrics of songs sung in
the military prisons of the Civil War, and his own
home-spun poetry that covers all of his life
experiences.

Andrews’s autobiography and
postcard portrait donated to the
Gloucester Museum of History

The following portion of his book was copied
from pages 5-11. It describes his early memory of
Gloucester County.
The writer was born within one-half a mile of
Cappahoosic Wharf, in the county of Gloucester, State
of Virginia, on the nineteenth day of August, 1842, and
is the youngest son of William and Emily Andrews, now
deceased. My father was an officer in the war of 1812
between England and the United States and served with
distinction as Captain of Artillery. My mother was a
Miss New, born in the city of Petersburg, Va., and her
father was of French extract, and was an officer in the
Light Dragoons at the Battle of Yorktown. So, kind
reader, you have my pedigree, which should always be
given.
Yes, I look with the deepest interest on my once
beautiful country home in Gloucester, as I now see it,
all dilapidated by the ruthless hand of Time. But, still,
I can but recall with the most pleasant reminiscences
of my life spent in boyhood days under my parental
roof. Yes, I remember the beautiful shady trees, the
magnificent flower garden, and elegant lawn that were
watched over by a dear mother, and, oh, how pleasant,
on a balmy spring morning, whilst awaking from a
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delightful night’s repose, to hear the lovely chirps of the sweet-singing mocking bird! His
beautiful notes would enrapture a heathen, much less an innocent school boy like myself.
Yes, it is a pleasant recollection to look back upon the fine society, the fine and sumptuous
dinners, and entertainments given by my good-hearted old father, Captain William Andrews.
Methinks I can see his jolly countenance, enraptured with joy, as he would dish out his fine and
luscious York River oysters and huge roasted pigs and turkeys and other elegant dishes at some
of his grand dinners to his most welcome guests. Surely in my days of boyhood my father might
have been termed a "Nabob," as far as good living was looked upon, for, just in this exact
locality, the noble York afforded all the luxuries of the salt water, and my father being an expert
farmer with considerable means, kept his table most bountifully supplied with the luxuries of
land and sea, as the York is but a mere arm of the Chesapeake Bay and the finest fish and
oysters the world ever saw could be obtained in abundance.
But the writer, when a mere youth, had a great love for quail hunting and duck sporting,
too, and many a fat quail and canvassed back duck fell at the crack of his fine English shotgun.
Even now, a man of forty-two years, I dearly love my old sports of hunting and fishing—my dear
love for quail hunting, or, as the Northern gentleman would term it, or the Southerner would say,
partridge hunting. I never shall abandon my guns and dogs, and, really, they are my hobbies, if
ever a man had any, for I came by them honestly, and even now, a man with five children, I am
almost as childish in this particular line as one of my own sweet children, or, rather, one of the
boys, for just to think how silly I am to be sitting up until 3 o'clock tonight mourning the loss of
my splendid setter dog that was drowned in the well only a night ago, which was carelessly left
open by an intruding person. And apart from this I have lost many valuable cows from thieves
that make a practice of stealing my most valuable animals that cost me much time and money to
raise. But, kind reader, I am launching out too fast on my present life with deep recollections.
Let me, for a moment, look back at my commencement in life.
When a mere school boy I was called Jack, as my father was a staunch old Democrat and
called me after the Hero of New Orleans-ANDREW JACKSON, although I am not worthy, in a
measure, of that great general’s name. I am sure that I have smelt as much gun-powder and had
more trials and tribulations in life than the honorable general himself.
Whilst at the County Academy in Gloucester, better known as Cappahoosic Military
Academy, I was a First Lieutenant in that corps of cadets, and this was the beginning of my
military career. The commander of this little corps of cadets was a Captain James H. Waddell, of
Rockbridge County, Va., and a graduate of the Lexington, Va., Military Institute, a fine gentleman,
a splendid scholar, and elegant soldier was he. I must say I learned more under this gentleman's
supervision than any of the balance of my teachers, and, furthermore, that the gallant little
corps of cadets with their splendid gray cloth uniforms and handsome trimmings would put
some of our old Virginia volunteers to the blush, as far as neatness goes, and in the drill and
exercise of the manual of arms and their different field maneuvers I most positively confirm
could not be excelled by the New York Seventh, which is considered one of the crack regiments
of the United States. But why should I linger on this point so long? For but a few years after my
school days and training I had to go to Lancaster county, Va., to reside with my good and
venerable old uncle, Dr. Frank Duval Jones. A finer gentleman to live with could never be found,
my kind reader, in the glorious old Commonwealth of Virginia.
It was here I went to school to a gentleman by the name of Luther Glascock. I liked him
very much, and I was always in the very cream of good society. My fond and dear cousin, Betsy
Jones, looked after me with as much pleasure and ladylike pride as if I had been her own son or
brother. But death loves a shining mark. This splendid and refined daughter of Virginia was
soon called to a better world than this, and in the east end of White Chapels church's beautiful
burying ground lies the remains of one of the dearest friends that your humble servant ever had
on this earth, and so, dear cousin, I leave thee now from my memory for the present to
requiescat in peace. After her death I removed to Gloucester Courthouse, Va,., and went in the
mercantile business as clerk for a Mr. Thomas B. Taliaferro, and a first-class store he had, and he
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understood how to keep a country store. I never was at a loss for good times and good
company, and how I did enjoy the good old country dinners!
Court days at the country hotel were a caution to Jacob. But my career was very soon cut
short as a clerk at Gloucester Courthouse, as the news came upon us and the belching of guns of
the Botetourt Artillery echoed the sad tidings to the stout-hearted farmers that war was declared
between the States, and as I was a member of the Gloucester Invincible Blues, was ordered to
Gloucester Point, at the extreme end of the county opposite Yorktown. Our command was under
Brigadier-General William B. Taliaferro, who was in full command of the garrison. We had been
there but a few days before an encounter took place between the United States gunboat called
the Yankee and a detachment of the Richmond Howitzers, under the command of Captain
Brown. The very first shot--a twelve-pounder--from one of the enemy’s guns came very near
putting an end to my existence, as I was walking from the water battery to join my command on
the hill above. But a few well-directed shots told the Yankee boys that Captain Brown’s
Howitzers would not allow them to cross the Rubicon, or, in other words, enter up the York River
any further. One shot from Capt. Brown’s
Family of William Andrews
guns that were placed under the cover of an
old pier on the point struck this gunboat
William Andews, b. 1791, d. 1866
amid-ship and very soon she fired a lee gun,
or, to use a nautical expression, a gun to the +m. Martha Hughes, d. abt 1824
Lucy E. Andrews , b. 1816
leeward, and went out the mouth of the
York with our side-wheel paddling along like
+m. Robert L. Tayor , b. abt 1810, d. abt 1848
an old lame duck. This fine marksmanship
Robert Taylor , b. 1839
and sharp and decisive encounter told the
William D. Taylor, b. 1844
jolly boys of Uncle Sam’s navy that we
+m. Emily New, b. 1805, d. 1876
Southern boys were not to be growled at.
Mary E. Andrews
Very soon another steamer came to her
+m. Francis West
rescue and towed the disabled man-of-war
Almira Frances Smythe Andrews , b. 1833, d. 1872
to Old Point Comfort. The mouth of the
+m. W. Robert Newcomb , b. 1825, d. 1865
river after this was finally closed, and after
Charles W. Newcomb , b. 1855
this engagement all of the boys shouted and
Robert B. Newcomb , b. 1857
got on a most glorious old spree.
Emily E. Newcomb , b. 1858
Mary Ann Newcomb , b. 1859
Frank New Newcomb , b. 1860, d. 1939
Andrew Purefoy Newcomb , b. 1862
Clarence Orville Newcomb , b. 1863, d. 1901

You may say this was the first gun
fired in the war.

The father of Andrew J. Andrews,
William Andrews, died on December 9,
1866, and the record of his death is in the
Gloucester Clerk’s Office. The record was
given by Stafford Cooke, a friend. Mr.
Cooke was a prominent resident of
Yorktown. Their friendship may have been
through an organization like the Masonic
Lodge.

+m. Benjamin F. Newcomb , b. 1831
Allie Roberta Newcomb
Irene Newcomb
Lelia Taylore Newcomb , b. 1869
Benjamin F. Newcomb, Jr.

William R. Andrews , b. 1836
Anna J. Andrews , b. 1838
+m. Robert K. Dillard
Andrew Jackson Andrews , b. 1842
+m. Nannie C. Parkinson , b. 1845

The will of William Andrews named
Stafford Cooke as the executor of the estate
located at Cappahosic. The family home
was “Cottage Grove,” and it was left to
Andrew J. Andrews and his sister, Anna J.
Dillard. Also, the will named the other
children of William Andrews: William R.
Andrews, Lucy E. Taylor, Almira F.
Newcomb, and Mary E. West. The will
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mentioned that he had already given them their portion of
his estate. The ages of some of these children suggest that
William had married twice, and Emily New was his second
wife. In the 1850 Gloucester census, Lucy E. Taylor is listed
next to the William Andrews family with her two sons.
Almira Newcomb is buried with an extensive list of children
and both of her husbands engraved on her grave stone.
William R. Andrews died soon after the death of his father
as stated in Andrew Andrews’s book.
Andrew Andrews married and settled in Richmond
where he operated a grocery store. Actually, in his book,
Andrew describes himself as an adventurer who took many
risky investments, sometimes with great gain and other
times at great loss. This may explain why he transferred his
ownership of the Gloucester property to his wife in 1877.
Apparently, he and his sister agreed to the sale of
“Cottage Grove” in Gloucester without any cash payment but
a promise of payments. After a few years, this sale failed.
Then, Stafford G. Cooke agreed to another no -cash sale.
Andrew J. Andrews
When Andrew learned of this action and the deterioration
Richmond, Virginia
of their property, he wrote a letter in 1884 to Judge
Jefferies of the Gloucester Court expressing his
dissatisfaction in the management of the estate. In the final sentence, he threatened “old
Cooke,” “I will blow his…brains out.” In response, he received a summons to appear before
the Gloucester Court and show cause why he should not be fined and imprisoned. A
forced, sincere apology gained his release without punishment. Later, another fit of anger
produced a second letter to the court, and that one required the intervention of the
Governor of Virginia to stop the court proceedings. There was no further mention of the
family estate in his book published in 1905.

Later, in 1894, the “Cottage Grove” estate of forty -three acres was sold at public
auction in Gloucester Courthouse. The buyer was Sarah Baytop. She was the daughter of
John and Eliza Leigh. She married Jacob Baytop on April 22, 1888, in Gloucester County.
(Continued on page 48)

The grand structures of the Gloucester Agricultural and Industrial School at Cappahosic.
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Crockett-Respess Family of the Chesapeake Bay
By L. Roane Hunt and James L. Braun, Jr.
In the normal process of exchanging information on family history, large amounts of
reliable facts are published and received by many serious researchers. Even the best
information has the high possibility of a few errors on the fringe. A few months ago, I
received a polite message which questioned the name that I had assigned to the wife of
Richard Henry Respess, born about 1801. Although I did not recall making such an
assignment, I answered this message seeking to clarify the question and probing for more
about the interest of the person who challenged my information. Jim Braun was seeking to
clarify the line of Richard Respess of Mathews County, Virginia, from Richard Respess, b.
1735, married to Lucy Gayle; Richard Respess, b. 1759, married to Elizabeth Billups; and
Richard Henry Respess, b. 1801, married to Nancy Marchant.
Jim Braun is a descendent of Richard Henry Respess through his daughter, Mary Ellen
(1841-1906), who married Gilbert M. Crockett (1822 -1902) of Somerset County, MD. When I
discovered Jim’s interest in the Crockett family, my interest expanded because a favorite
great-aunt of mine had married a widower, Will Crockett, of Redart in Mathews County. In
fact, I have one family group picture that includes Will Crockett and my Aunt Clemmie
(shown in the inset).
The picture shows my
great-grandmother, Martha Ann
Crump
Davis
“Mattie” Horsley Worrell Crump
Crockett
with my grandmother, Elva, on
her right and Clemmie on her
left. Mattie married twice: first
to Willie Worrell who was the
father of Elva and Clemmie and
second to Richard Beverly
Crump, shown behind Mattie in
Cora
Elva
Mattie
Clemmie
the picture. Cora Crump Davis
is standing on the left side of
Mattie Horsley Worrell Crump with three daughters,
the picture with her husband
husband, and two sons-in-law around 1928
behind her. The picture was
probably taken around 1928
soon after Cora’s marriage to John B. Davis of Dare in York County. Will Crockett is shown
standing behind Clemmie.
Jim Braun’s research was based upon the work of Edward M Dunn, Jr. Jim learned
from the research of Terry Stevens that Gilbert M. Crockett was the son of Nicholas
Crockett and Mary Hardy. Gilbert and Mary Ellen Respess had nine children: George W.,
William Albert, Elizabeth, Irene, Mary Ellen, Gilbert Franklin, Sarah, Mellissa, and Alice. The
first three children were born in Maryland, and the first child known to be born in Mathews
was Irene in 1869. The Crocketts settled on a portion of the Richard Henry Respess estate
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Family of Gilbert & Mary Ellen
Respess Crockett
Gilbert M. Crockett, b. 1826, d. 1902
+m. Mary Ellen Respess, b. 1841, d. 1906
George Washington Crockett , b. 1860, d. 1939
+m. Carrie Golden Sadler , b. 1868, d. 1934
Cecil C. Crockett, b. 1894, d. 1972
Gilbert Lewis Crockett , b. 1899, d. 1954
Marie Crockett, b. 1906
Clarice Crockett, b. 1907

William Albert Crockett , b. 1862, d. 1938
+m. Addie C. Hunley , b. 1864, d. 1911
Mary Callie Crockett, b. 1889, d. 1975
Lillian B. Crockett, b. 1893, d. 1983
Dora W. Crockett, b. 1896, d. 1977
Lucy Eulee Crockett , b. 1900, d. 1968

+m. Clemmie Blanche Worrell , b. 1893, d. 1968
Elizabeth Crockett , b. 1866
+m. William Thomas Atkinson , b. 1867
Irene Crockett , b. 1869
+m. John Henry Kelley , b. 1837, d. 1912

Mary Ellen Respess Crockett
1841 — 1906

Herman L. Kelley , b. 1892
Henry M. Kelley , b. 1898
Alpheus Orville Kelley , b. 1900
Ogden Mattis Kelley , b. 1904, d. 1927
Susan B. Kelley , b. 1906
Annie M. Kelley , b. 1908

located on the northwestern end of
Gwynn’s Island in Mathews County. The
family chart of the Crockett family is
presented on the right side of this page.

+m. Mr. Spady
Mary Ellen Crockett , b. 1872, d. 1938
+m. Homer Butts Clark , b. 1877, d. 1953

The eldest son, George Washington
Crockett, married Carrie Golden Sadler,
the widow of George L. Cox. She was the
daughter of Lewis Sadler and Maria
Smither. They settled in the area of
Jamaica in Middlesex County, VA. They
had the following known children: Cecil
C., Gilbert Lewis, Marie, and Clarice Eulee.
Cecil worked for the railroad and lived in
Roanoke, VA. Gilbert Lewis Crockett lived
in North Carolina for a while before
returning with his family to live on
Gwynn’s Island. His will and list of heirs
are recorded in the Mathews Clerk’s
Office.

Mary Ellen Clark, b. 1903, d. 1980
Virginia Cristebelle Clarke, b. 1905, d. 1991
Thomas Hodges Clark , b. 1913, d. 1992

Gilbert Franklin Crockett , b. 1874, d. 1936
+m. Charlotte ? , b. 1885, d. 1986
Mary Crockett, b. 1914, d. 1991

Sarah “Sadie Bell” Crockett , b. 1877, d. 1946
+m. Joseph Miller , b. 1874, d. 1923
Mellissa Crockett , b. 1879. d. 1948
+m. Lawrence Jones Hundley , b. 1881, d. 1948
Mildred Hundley , b. 1907
Ruth H. Hundley , b. 1914, d. 2002

Alice Broadman Crockett , b. 1884. d. 1947
+m. Thomas Maxwell Hurst , b. 1882, d. 1918

William Albert “Will” Crockett married Addie C. Hunley, the daughter of Robert W.
and Mary F. Eddens Hunley, and they made their home at Redart, across the Milford Haven
from Gwynn’s Island. They had four daughters: Mary Callie married Edward Lee Callis,
Lillian married Dorsey James Lewis, Dora married Floyd F. Johnson and a Mr. Wyatt, and
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Lucy Eulee married John H. Ramey and a Mr. Eure. Mary Callie and Lillian settled in
Mathews, and Dora and Eulee lived in Norfolk, VA. Will Crockett married Clemmie Worrell
on April 1, 1914.
In 1901, Will and Addie Crockett granted a quarter of an acre of their land to the
trustees of the Mount Calvary Friends Church for their meeting house. Addie’s brother,
Robert Hunley, was one of these trustees. The meeting house built on this property was
later moved to the southern part of Mathews County at Onemo to be used as a church
building for the Peniel Friends Church founded by Pastor Wilbur C. Diggs. Robert was
instrumental in this move. Clemmie, the widow of Will Crockett, married John Jarvis, and
they lived at Onemo next to the Peniel Church. They were active members, and, for a while,
cleaned and cared for the church building.
Elizabeth Crockett married William
Thomas Atkinson from Maryland and settled
in Baltimore. Their marriage was recorded in
the Mathews Clerk’s Office.

Lillian B. (Crockett) Lewis with Family
August 1926
Lillian (top center)
Six Children:
Adelaide V. Lewis Born 1915 —left top row
Willie C. Lewis born 1917 —right top row
Harvey W. Lewis born 1920 —left bottom row
Kenneth B. Lewis born 1921 —right bottom row
Woodrow E. Lewis born 1924 —middle bottom row
Thomas M. Lewis Born 1926 —held by Lillian

William Thomas Atkinson and
Elizabeth Crockett
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Irene Crockett married Henry Kelley, a widower who was born in Delaware County,
OH. Capt. Kelley was listed with his parents, Samuel and Sarah Kelley, in the census
records for 1860 –1880 in Kent County and Cape May, NJ, prior to his marriage to Irene
Crockett in Mathews County. They settled in Eastville in Northampton County, VA, located
directly across the Chesapeake Bay from Westville in Mathews County. The census records
indicate that they had at least five children. Herman Kelley was born two years before the
marriage of Henry and Irene, but Irene numbered him as one of her children. He reported
to the draft board that he was deaf. According to the 1920 census record, Irene married a
Mr. Spady after Capt. Kelley died in 1912.
Mary Ellen Crockett married Homer Butts Clark
from Lancaster County, VA. They lived in Lancaster
County until they moved to Baltimore, MD. Homer was
a streetcar conductor for the Baltimore Transit
Company. Also, he was a good carpenter. Their eldest
daughter, Mary Ellen, married Garner Edwin Morgan.
He served in the Merchant Marines and retired around
WWII. One of their sons graduated from the US Naval
Academy and had a Navy career. The son of Homer and
Mary Clark, Thomas Hodges Clark, was a truck driver
and transported cars. Their daughter, Virginia
Cristebelle Clark, married Edward Mathis Dunn, Sr. He
was the founder of the Powhatan Beach Volunteer Fire
Department in Anne Arundel County, MD. He was
active in state and county fire department associations.
He retired from Anne Arundel County Fire Department.
Edward’s obituary stated, “The Rev. Dunn also served
as pastor of Ellicott City Southern Methodist Church for
many years. He was a former chaplain for the
Ornamental Iron Workers and a volunteer chaplain at
Springfield State Hospital.” Virginia Clark Dunn was
the grandmother of Jim Braun (our source for much of
this article).

Homer Butts Clark and Mary
Ellen Crockett

Gilbert Franklin Crockett married Charlotte who was born in Pennsylvania. They
lived in Baltimore, MD, and had one daughter, Mary. Gilbert operated a seafood store in
Baltimore. Gilbert, Charlotte, and their daughter are buried in the Loudon Park Cemetery
on Wilkins Ave. in Baltimore.
Sarah Crockett (known as Sadie Bell) married Joseph S. Miller. We learned about her
life from her obituary in the Gloucester -Mathews Gazette-Journal, January 2, 1947. On
March 1, 1916, she married Mr. Miller in Keyser, WV. She was a registered nurse and a
1906 graduate of Fairmont City Hospital, WV. In the 1920 census, she was listed as a
boarder in Fairmont, WV, working as a nurse. She died in the home of her sister, Alice, in
Baltimore, MD.
Mellissa Jane Crockett married Lawrence Jones Hundley who was born in Somerset
County, MD. Initially, they lived in Somerset County, but moved to Baltimore by the 1930
census. He operated a seafood business. They had two daughters.
Alice Boardman Crockett married Thomas Maxwell Hurst from Mathews. They lived
in Baltimore, MD. In 1918, Thomas was killed in a train accident where the rail -crossing
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Sadie Bell Crockett
Miller

Mellissa Jane Crockett
Hundley

Thomas Maxwell Hurst and
Alice Broadman Crockett

operator fell asleep. When he awakened the train was coming, and he quickly lowered the
guard rail hitting Thomas in the head.
The children of Gilbert and Mary Ellen Crockett spread themselves around the
Chesapeake Bay. They also showed a strong attachment to Baltimore, MD. This pattern
was typical of many Mathews County families.
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Paradise at the Northern Border
of Gloucester County, Virginia
By L. Roane Hunt
Every section of Gloucester County has its own special history, and the land along the
northern border is no exception. This border is defined by the Poropotank Creek that
meanders from the York River northeastward toward the Dragon Swamp. Originally, New
Kent County was across the creek from Gloucester. After New Kent was divided, King and
Queen County became Gloucester’s neighbor on its northwestern border.
Early Poropotank Creek Development
In 1642, Richard Lee received his first land patent and it became Lee’s Paradise on the
Poropotank Creek. Paradise is labeled on the modern map below. I have a personal
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interest because my ancestor, Charles Roane the immigrant, received his first land patent
in 1664 adjacent to Lee’s Paradise. Charles’s house and barns were burned during the
Bacon Rebellion indicating his loyalty to England. Also, shown on the map are Mount
Prodigal, the home of Charles S. Roane, my gg -grandfather, and Spring Hill, the home of
Charles A. Roane, my g -grandfather. Shackleford Chapel Methodist Church was the church
of these Roanes. My grandfather, Richard A. Roane, was dedicated to the formation of the
Beulah Church. The two Roane homes and the Beulah Church can be located on the map
on the preceding page. From the beginning, my family and their neighbors participated in
all the events of the history in this region. Therefore, any research about this region and
its inhabitants has to include my ancestors.
Richard Lee had vast land holdings throughout the Virginia and Maryland colonies,
and he left about 15,000 acres of land to his heirs. The Lee family continued to own
Paradise after the Revolutionary
War. In Gloucester County,
Richard Lee, Jr., was assessed tax
for 1140 acres in 1704; Frances
Lee was assessed for 1130 acres in
1770; and Philip Lee was assessed
for 1400 acres in 1789. The land
Paradise, the Estate of Francis Lee, assessed 1£:8s:8d
patents of Paradise extended
Quit Rent (Tax) per year for 1130 acres in 1770-1771
across the Poropotank Creek with
in Gloucester County, Virginia
about 1000 acres in King and
Queen County. Although the
Poropotank Creek was the boundary between two counties, it developed as a single
community because in that day creeks and rivers were not barriers but paths of
transportation. People maintained relationships with their neighbors across the creek and
often owned land on both sides. Therefore, in the early 19th century, John Mann owned
the 520-acre Mannsville in King and Queen County (shown on the map) that had been part
of Lee’s Paradise.
A primary purpose in the location of Paradise was for trade with the Indians. It was
located at the intersection of the Rappahannock Path and Mattapony Path. The Mattapony
Path crossed the Poropotank Creek within the Paradise tract. In the years that followed,
various bridges were used at this crossing indicated by the bridge notation on the map.
This bridge served as an important link for the Paradise community for many years. Annie
Bruce, a great lady, was the first person to inform me of this bridge. She was the fifteenth
child of seventeen born to Mordecai Carlton and Emma Horsley. As a young girl, she cared
for the two Mitchell bachelor -brothers who owned about 400 acres of the Paradise in
Gloucester. When they died, she and her first husband, Wallace Fary, inherited their
property. Annie says that Wallace sold the land, bought a new car, and left. Annie later
married Mr. Bruce. She remembered an old bridge at the Mattapony crossing that was
replaced by a better bridge built by the CC workers during the depression. This bridge was
destroyed during the 1933 storm. It was not replaced because the need for this crossing
had diminished. Annie now lives near the Mattapony Path in King and Queen County.
Mannsville of King and Queen County
The text of letters exchanged between the Gloucester Hughes brothers around 1840
were published in the June 2005 issue of the Family Tree Searcher. Caroline Bridges Morris
had donated copies of these letters to the Gloucester Museum of History. The earliest

Vol. 11, No. 2

37

December 2007

Paradise at the Northern Border of Gloucester County, Virginia

letter from Jasper C. Hughes to his brother, Thomas Jefferson Hughes, studying medicine
in Cincinnati, OH, included a bit of news about Thomas Sears upon the birth of his twin
daughters. This news was presented in a humorous manner referring to him as “Little
Tommy” having twins in his old age. This
indicated that Thomas Sears was small in
Family of John Mann & Mildred Townley
statue and was fathering children in an
John C. Mann, Sr., b. 1779, d. 1850
advanced age. A brief investigation
showed that Thomas Sears of Gloucester
+m. Mildred Townley, d. 1847
had married Judith Mann, the daughter of
William Mann, b. 1805, d. 1828
John C. Mann, Sr., who owned Mannsville,
John C. Mann, Jr. , b. 1809, d. 1897
part of Paradise in King and Queen
+m. Sarah C. Easley, b. 1824, d. 1876
County. The Mann family was very active
Robert Townley Mann , b. 1840, d. 1915
Mildred D. Mann , b. 1847
in the Shackelford Chapel Church, and the
Thomas Mann , b. 1852
Hughes family was very active in the
John Crittenden Mann , b. 1855, d. 1904
Bellamy Methodist Church. These
Tandy W. Mann, b. 1858
churches were both members of the same
+m.
Mary M. Townley , b. 1833
Methodist Circuit, and the members of
Judith
E. Mann , b. 1815, d. 1859
each attended the special meetings of the
+m. Thomas C. Sears, b. 1810, d. 1850
other. This would explain the knowledge
Dr. John Henry Sears , b. 1834, d. 1889
and interest between families living in
Robert Thomas Sears , b. 1835, d. 1904
different counties.
Ann Elizabeth Sears , b. 1838, d. 1883
Jane Mildred Sears , b. 1840
Abraham Penn Sears , b. 1849, d. 1902

After publishing articles about the
Sears and Mann families, three Mann
family researchers sent inquiries to us
about a Sthreshley Mann from Gloucester
or King and Queen County. Immediately, I
remember seeing this name in the local
census record, and I recall being amused
by the variety of spellings of this poor
man’s given name. Sthreshley is a
surname that appears in the early tax
records of King and Queen, and a
prominent gentleman of this name argued
a case before the supreme court in the
early years of our nation. Typically, many
families name children for honorable
people of their day. Both the Hughes and
Sears families named children after
church ministers.

Thomas Mann , b. 1817, d. 1857
+m. Sarah Ann Spencer , b. 1826
John S. Mann , b. 1847
Florence Celeste Mann , b. 1848, d. 1921
Adrianna M. Mann, b. 1851, d. 1934
Maria Mann, b. 1853, d. 1939

Sthreshley Mann , b. 1821
+m. Frances A. Gwynn , b. 1833
Helen G. Mann , b. 1857
Sthrashley H. Mann , b. 1859
James Mann , b. 1861
Benjamin T. Mann , b. 1865, d. 1942
John Philip Mann , b. 1866, d. 1947

Claudia E. Mann , b. 1822
+m. James Augustine Goalder , b. 1819
Viola Goalder, b. 1854
Flora Goalder, b. 1856
Richard Goalder, b. 1859
Marion Goalder, b. 1859

The Mann family researchers in
Maryland, Texas, and Virginia exchanged
at least 50 e-mail messages attempting to
define the heirs of John Mann and their
relationship with Sthreshley Mann. Many
of John C. Mann’s children were well
known and their marriages produced
prominent descendents. The Mann family
researchers concluded that Sthreshley
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+m. John William Lawson , b. 1827
Eugenia E. Lawson , b. 1849
Thomas W. Lawson , b. 1852
William Emmett Lawson , b. 1856
R. B. Lawson , b. 1857, d. 1859
Mary M. Lawson , b. 1859
Annie E. Lawson , b. 1861
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Mann was a son of John C. Mann.
Paul Mann sent me an e -mail with the following proof of Sthreshley’s son -ship. (He
had received a copy of the letter from Charlene and Robert Townley Mann of
Fredericksburg, VA, who had discovered it during their many years of researching the
Mann family.) From John C. Mann, Jr.’s, letter from Dodge, Walker Co., Texas, dated Feb 26,
1884:
“I, John Mann, was born in the lower end of King and Queen County Virginia,
the 2nd day of April, 1809, of respectable and influential and religious parents, John
and Mildred Mann, who was Mildred Townley. They had eight children, five boys
and three girls. The second boy died quite young. All the rest lived to see grown
and married but the youngest, a sister and the oldest, a young man who died at the
age of twenty three about 1828 whilst was at William and Mary College…”
From another letter from John P. Taliaferro dated August 1st, 1856, and addressed to
John C. Mann, Jr., Walker Co., Texas.
“I have been intending to write to you, not alone but by the persuasions of Mr.
Goalder and your brothers Tom and Sthreshley… your brother Tom has improved
much, the chances are he will recover… Sthreshley said I must say to you that he
would have come out to Texas this fall, but he could not sell his farm and could not
leave now anyway inconsequence of the situation of his wife, she being about to give
birth to an heir but you may expect him next Fall, twelve months, provided he can
sell his farm…”
John Taliaferro’s letter to John C. Mann, Jr., mentions James Goalder, his brother -inlaw, and he refers to his two brothers, Tom and Sthreshley Mann. He refers to the illness
of Tom. Tom died in April 1857, less than a year after the letter. In the same letter, he
quotes Sthreshley saying he plans to sell his land and join his brother, John, in Texas.
Sthreshley reached Texas for the 1860 census in Walker County. This record indicated his
farm was valued at $6,200.

John C. Mann, Jr., Family — In his letter, John described his parents as religious, and he
described his own religious conversion under the preaching of John Hersey at the
Shackleford Chapel Methodist Church, near his home at Mannsville. John left Virginia, and
he married Sarah C. Easley in 1838 in Perry Co., AL. They moved to Texas after 1847 and
before the birth of his third child in 1852. John purchased 60 acres of land from the
widow, Mrs. Lee, of the Gloucester Paradise tract in the 1850s. In 1884, he gave 44 acres to
his niece and Tom Mann’s daughter, Florence Celeste Mann, who was unmarried at the
time. John died in Walker Co., TX, in 1897.
Judith Mann Sears— As stated on the previous page, Judith married Thomas Sears of
Gloucester County in 1832, and they had five children. Four of them settled in Mathews
County after the Civil War, as described in a previous issue of FTS, Vol. 9, No. 1. When they
married, Thomas Sears owned 490 acres in Gloucester, north of the Paradise tract and east
of the Glenn Post Office. Also, the ownership of Mannsville was transferred to Thomas and
Judith Sears. Thomas Sears died around 1850, prior to the 1850 census. John C. Mann, Sr.,
Judith’s father, died soon after the 1850 census. In the estate settlement, the 490 acres in
Gloucester were transferred to her brother, Sthreshley Mann, and Mannsville was inherited
by the Sears children when Judith died around 1860.
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Thomas Mann — Thomas died in 1857. He was survived by a wife, Sarah Spencer Mann; a
son, John; and three younger daughters, Florence Celeste, Adrianna, and Maria. Sarah
Spencer was the daughter of the local Baptist Parson, John Spencer. He was the pastor of
the Poroporone Baptist Church when it was located near Cologne, the sight of the original
Lower Church of the Stratton Major Parish, before it moved to its present location four
miles east at the Shackleford Post Office. Parson Spencer died on February 9, 1859, at 1:30
am as written in the diary of Charles A. Roane who was sitting with him at his death.
Baptists living in the lower part of King and Queen were always in the minority to
Methodists, yet the Baptist Parson was attended by the solid Methodist, Charles A. Roane,
and Thomas Mann of the solid Methodist Mann family who had married the Baptist
Parson’s daughter. Charles Roane purchased 212 acres of the Spencer Estate that joined
his property, and he built a new home there before the beginning of the Civil War. The
location of his new home, “Spring Hill,” is shown in the map on page 36.
The three daughters of Thomas Mann followed the Baptist way. Florence Celeste
Mann, who was given some land by her uncle, John C. Mann, married the widower, Rev.
James Henry Barns in 1894 when she was 46 years old. They both are buried in the
cemetery of Poroporone Baptist Church. Adrianna Mann and Maria Mann married Vaughan
brothers and lived in Ware Neck of Gloucester County. Both are buried with their husbands
in the Beulah Baptist Church Cemetery in Ware Neck.
Sthreshley Mann — He married Frances A. Gwynn, born about 1833. She was probably
related to the family that lived at nearby Gwynnsville in lower King and Queen County.
James Gwynn married Ann Taliaferro and lived at Gwynnsville. Mary Gwynn, born about
1830, was listed with the Thomas Roane household in the 1850 census of King and Queen
County. Thomas Roane lived at his “Farmville” farm in this same community. Mary Gwynn
was probably a sister of Frances. In the 1850 census, Sthreshley and Frances Mann were
listed in Gloucester. They were living on the 490 acre tract that he received from his sister,
Judith Mann Sears. Gloucester land tax records indicate that Sthreshley Mann was assessed
tax on the land in 1855-1858, and in 1860 it was assessed to James T. South. This
supports the fact that Sthreshley and Frances Mann were listed in the 1860 census in
Walker Co., TX.
Sthreshley Mann had at least five children, but the Civil War years were devastating to
his family. In 1870 he had returned to Virginia and was listed in the census next to his
brother-in-law, James Goalder, in King and Queen County. Sthreshley is listed with three of
his children: James, Benjamin, and John Philip. Evidently, his wife and eldest children,
Helen G. and Sthreshley H. had died. In 1880, Sthreshley and his son, Benjamin, were listed
in Gloucester next to the Mitchell family at Paradise. This was probably the land of his
brother, John C. Mann, Jr., which was given to Florence Celeste Mann in 1884.
Sthreshley died before 1900, and his descendents have been searching for the location
where he was buried. Some have suggested that he returned to Texas before he died, but if
he died in the Paradise area of Gloucester, I believe he would have been buried in the Mann
family cemetery at Mannsville. In recent years, the gravestone of Thomas and Judith Mann
Sears was found on the Mannsville property and moved to the Shackleford Chapel
Cemetery. No graves could be identified at Mannsville, but Sthreshley could have been
buried there without a permanent marker.
Claudia E. Mann— She married James Augustine Goalder, and they lived at the “Buena
Vista” farm near Cologne and Goalder Creek (see map on page 36).
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Euphrania N. J. Mann — She married John William Lawson, and they lived in Gloucester
County on the Severn River. They had at least five children before Euphrania died in 1865.
Their son, William Emmett Lawson, married Mary Cary Cox, daughter of George and Sarah
Frances Williams Cox. The Cox and Lawson families operated the Botetourt Hotel in
Gloucester Courthouse for many years.

Epilogue—We can never say we are finished recording our family history. I continued to
receive correspondence from Mann family members after sending them an early draft to
review.
Roane,
I just read the article and the only suggestion I'd like to make is that you mention Charlene and Robert
Townley Mann who live in Fredericksburg, Va. Robert is a direct descendant of John C. Mann Sr., and Mildred
Townley. Charlene contributed greatly to this effort and it is she and Robert who own the original Taliafero
letter which cinched the Sthreshley Mann connection to John C. Mann Sr. Without her we would still be groping
around to figure this all out.
Paul Mann
Baltimore

Roane,
While Robert and I appreciate Paul's concerns please don't feel we expect recognition. The stories Robert's
father told him about his grandfather, John C. Mann, Jr. (1809) caused Robert to want to know more about his
family so in the 1980's I started searching but not having access to a computer or all the wonderful information
we now have I was limited. I really got into searching in 1995 when our son gave me a computer. Having a
letter from John C. explained so many things about the family and the connection to the Townleys, and then we
moved to Fredericksburg in 1997. We've spent so many hours walking through different parts of King and Queen
County that we feel we belonged there. We just met another cousin from Texas in West Point about two months
ago and took him over to look around the area his ancestor came from.
I stood at the grave of John C. Mann in Walker County a few years ago and cried, to think that this man had
done so much, being educated at the College of William and Mary, taught school in Alabama, moved to Texas and
built a thriving plantation and then ended up in a overgrown and abandoned cemetery in Texas.
Well, this all just to say not to feel we needed the recognition. Robert is 83 now and I've made him very happy
to find his family. We've even have been fortunate enough to trace the Townleys back to the 1600's in England,
seeing the still standing Townley Castle. Your article is wonderful!
Thanks,
Charlene and Robert Townley Mann
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Survey Plat of “Paradise,” Gloucester County Plantation of the First Richard Lee, 1672
Original plat in archives of Alderman Library, University of Virginia. Presented by Polly Cary Mason
in Records of Gloucester County, Virginia, Vol. II, 1948. Also, presented by Martha W. McCartney in
With Reverence for the Past: Gloucester County, Virginia, Page 49, 2001.
The illustration shows notations for “Dwelling House” and “Mattapony Path” with the path
highlighted in black. Also, letters, A-B-C, for Poropokank Main Branch North and A-D-E for
Poropotank Main Branch South are noted.

C

Mattapony Path

B

Dwelling House

D
E

A

Description by Polly Cary Mason: “Paradise” was one of the earliest Lee homes in America, and
was situated near the head of Poropotank Creek, in the western section of Gloucester County…
Colonel Lee’s “Dwellinge House” is shown by the plat to have stood on the south side of the historic
“Mattapony Path”, a section of which has survived as a woods road crossing Poropotank Creek west
of this plat. The “Branch of the Mayne Swampe” depicted on the plat was the “Bridge Branch”,
named for nearby Toms’ Bridge, which crossed this branch just east of this plat, at the foot of the
hill on which later stood the building known as Toms’ Hill School. Across this bridge once ran the
main north-and-south county highway, variously described in early records as “the Rappahannock
Road Path” or “the Main Road to the Dragon Bridge;” this was long since relocated a half mile
further east, to straighten out the hard-surface road. The plat’s historical value is enhanced by its
having been surveyed by Richard Lawrence, the man who, five years later, faced by immediate
execution as a ringleader in the unsuccessful Bacon’s Rebellion, rode off into the snowy forest and
was never seen or heard of afterward.
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Emergency 911 Map, Sections: 23, 24, 33, 34, 43, and 44, Overlay of Survey Plat of
“Paradise,” Gloucester County, Virginia.
Overlay notations for the “Mattapony Path” with the path highlighted in black are shown. Also,
letters, A-B-C, for Poropokank Main Branch North and A-D-E for Poropotank Main Branch South are
noted. Letter “H” indicates “Dwelling House.”
Dash lines indicate the location of the “Old Road” that was replaced by Route 17. The old road was
probably followed the north-south “Rappahannock Path” of the Indians. The “Mattapony Path”
intersected with the “Rappahannock Path.” Also, the Tom’s Hill School was located on the Old Road
below the Poropotank Main Branch South.

“Tom’s Bridge” and “Tom’s Hill School” may have been named for Thomas Hill, one of the head
rights of the original land patents to Col. Richard Lee.
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Ginny and the Guinea Lore
By Roger C. Davis
Right off I was interested when Wilbur Templeman said
she never knew a stranger. [1] Wilbur is “the barber of Bena”
and she is Virginia Elizabeth Thornton Snowden, better known
as Ginny, from down Guinea way and the well -loved librarian at
the Gloucester Point Branch Library. Ginny is our “google in
residence!” Ask her a question about “local things,” and she
pops right back with an answer.
Captain “Harry”, Harry Lee Thornton, Jr., and Marie
Victoria Ambrose, Ginny’s parents, are both longtime residents
of the area. “Captain” was sometimes an honorary title of
respect in the Guinea neighborhood and often applied to
people that did not work the water or captain a boat.
Ginny is a real “Guinea girl”, born along Thornton Creek in
lower Gloucester County November 13, 1949, and a lifelong
resident of the area. Her aunt, Cornelia Elizabeth Thornton,
was a World War I casualty from Bena. [2] She met her “come
here” husband, Roy Martin Snowden, born May 18, 1947, of all
places, at a wedding rehearsal for Virginia Ann Hypes and
Wayne Gross. Wayne was from Deer Isle, Maine, where he knew
Roy from high school days.
Roy was serving in the military and was fresh back from a
tour in Viet Nam. He and Ginny hit it off right away, in fact so
well, that they were married six months later in this “land
worth living.” Today, thirty -eight years later, they are both
active, giving members of their Guinea community and proud
parents of Sara Marie Snowden, born November 9, 1971, and
Galen Thornton Snowden, born January 14, 1973.

“Ginny”
Virginia Elizabeth Thornton
Snowden

No, she did not walk to school in the snow while she
attended the old Achilles School. Back then, all the students
and parents knew each other, worked together, and made
school a pleasant social as well as a good learning experience.
Ginny remembers Mrs. Ruby Rowe as an outstanding teacher
and friend.
Ginny went with her parents to the October 19, 1957,
350th year of English Settlement Celebration at Yorktown, Va.
She was eight years old. For many of her youthful years she
cherished a program signed by “Geo. Washington,” a costumed
reenactor. She was so sure she had met “THE” George
Ginny and Roy Snowden
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Washington!
Library work started as a volunteer at the new
Achilles School library, then the Gloucester Point Branch
Library and now for the past twenty years as paid staff for
the library system.
I asked her to name a few people that were or are a
part of the Guinea heritage. She named Buck Rowe, Eldrige
Cooke, Otis Hogge, and George Kissinger, a past pastor of
Union Baptist Church, located just east of Bena next to the
Achilles Elementary School.
Genealogy, heritage, and history all begin to merge
and blend as we seek to understand the people of an area. So
it is with Guinea! A place so very distinctive and special to a
way of life in the south of Gloucester County.
Today, Ginny serves as vice -chairperson of the
C.B. Rowe Foundation, a local group dedicated to
preserving the history and heritage of the Guinea
community and especially the lore of C.B. Rowe’s
store, located on the corner of Guinea Road and Mark
Pine Road. [3] The store will serve as a museum and
depository for the early pictures, memorabilia, and
records as well as genealogy histories of the local
people. In the future, visitors will be able to search
their “Guinea roots” on a computer data base
maintained by staff at the store. The old store is
owned and will be maintained and operated by the
C.B. Rowe Foundation. Incidentally, Buck’s father and
Ginny’s grandmother were first cousins.

Program autographed by
“George Washington”

C. B. Rowe & Son, Bena, VA

The old wooden garage on the opposite corner is owned and will be operated by The
Guinea Heritage Foundation. Roy Snowden is chairman of this organization. Plans are
underway to replace this structure with a new metal building to
house exhibits such as watermen’s boats and other items of the
working watermen’s trade. During the summer
months there will be active workshops to teach
the old boat building
ways, net making and
mending, crab pot
making, etc.
I asked at the
barbershop about the
depression years (19281934) and about the great
hurricane and flood of
1933. This was an
isolated and close knit
community back then.
Usually the reply came
Ginny in the growing years
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back, “We were all poor but had plenty to eat from our gardens and the water harvests.
Rest of the world didn’t matter much. We had our own ways and took care of each other.”
I think that touched on the real gist of “being Guinea:” sharing what you have, caring
for each other, always helping in time of need, a special strength of body from hard work,
and devotion to their place and people. And, yes, a faith in God and his blessings.

Ancestors of Virginia (Ginny) Elizabeth Thornton
John A. B. Thornton
b. 1803, m. 1839, d. 1877
Harry Lee Thornton, Sr.
b. 1864, m. 1892, d. 1810
Sarah Elizabeth Hayes
b. 1822, d. 1893
Harry Lee Thornton, Jr.
b. 1907, m. 1934, d. 1995
Benjamin Aaron Rowe
b. 1840, m. 1868, d. 1912
Virginia Lee Rowe
b. 1871, d. 1948
Cornelia E. Rowe
b. 1848, d. 1927
Virginia Elizabeth Thornton
b. 1949, m. Roy Martin Snowden
Henry Hansford Ambrose
b. 1836, m. 1874
Russell Nathaniel Ambrose
b. 1876, d. 1941
Virginia (Alexiana) Carmine
b. 1855, d. 1914
Marie Victoria Ambrose
b. 1912
John W. Morey
b. 1847, m. 1870
Mary Anne Elizabeth Morey
b. 1879, d. 1954
Willanna (Willie Anna) Harvey
b. 1854

Related articles from Family Tree Searcher
1. Davis, Roger C., Wilbur Templeman’s Barbershop, FTS, Vol. 6, No. 2, pp. 9-10.
2. Davis, Roger C., Cornelia Elizabeth Thornton (1893 -1918), FTS, Vol. 3, No. 1, p.9.
3. Mays, Judy Rowe and Davis, Roger C., C. B. Rowe and Son...Shop on the Corner , FTS, Vol. 6, No. 2,
pp.4-7.
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Virginia Newspaper Article about Marriage in Gloucester

December 11, 1889

It does not often fall to our lot to describe a fairer scene than the one in Abingdon Church
on Wednesday the 11th instant, where the beauty and chivalry of Gloucester had
assembled to witness the nuptials of Miss Kate Vandegrift one of our society belles and
Mr. A. W. Withers a prominent young farmer of the county. At the appointed hour, 3
p.m., to the strains of the wedding march rendered on the organ by the skilful hands of
Mrs. Jordan, the bridal party entered the church which was beautifully decorated with
evergreens. First appeared Mrs. Vandegrift, the mother of the bride, on the arm of Mr.
A. D. Withers, the father of the groom, followed by Miss Jennie Vandegrift with Judge
W. T. Jones. Next came the ushers, Mesers. J. Lyons Taliaferro and Willie Mott, David
Sanders and Philip Jones who divided on either side of the chancel. The bridesmaids
followed—a charming group—all attired in white dresses Anna Smith and Nina
Taliaferro, Nina Grinnan and Lizzie Dimmock, M. L. Dimmock and Martha Jones. Last
of all came the bride on the arm of the groom. They proceeded to the altar where under a
marriage bell composed of rare and beautiful flowers, Rev. Wm. B. Lee, in an impressive
manner according to the beautiful ritual of the Episcopal service in a few moments
pronounced them man and wife. The bride wore a handsome dress of white silk with a
veil of tulle becomingly arranged with a wreath of orange blossoms. The ceremony over,
the bridal party returned to Mrs. Vandegrift’s, where a handsome collation awaited
them. Mr. and Mrs. Withers will continue to reside in this county and they have the best
wishes of a host of friends.

Groom: Alfred Willis Withers, b. 1865
Groom’s father: Alfred Dunham Withers, b. 1827
Groom’s mother: Annie Grace Franklin, b. 1836
Bride: Katharine Page Vandegrift, b. 1865
Bride’s father: Henry Watson Vandegrift, b. 1821
Bride’s mother: Martha Throckmorton Page, b. 1832
Bride’s sister: Anne Page Vandegrift, b. 1871, d/o Henry Watson Vandegrift
Bride’s sister: Jennie Vandegrift, b. 1851, d/o Henry Watson Vandegrift
Sister’s escort: Judge Warner Throckmorton Jones, b. 1819
Bridesmaids:
Anna Smith, unknown
Mary L. “Nina” Taliaferro, b. 1868, d/o Gen. William Booth Taliaferro & Sally Nivison Lyons
Minna Graham Dimmock, b. 1871, d/o Capt. Charles Henry Dimmock & Elizabeth Lewis Selden
Elizabeth Maxwell Dimmock, b. 1868, d/o Capt. Charles Henry Dimmock & Elizabeth Lewis Selden
Mary Lewis Dimmock, b. 1864, d/o Capt. Charles Henry Dimmock & Elizabeth Lewis Selden
Martha Throckmorton Jones, b. 1863, d/o Richard P. Jones & Maria Greenhow Curtis
Ushers:
James Lyons Taliaferro, b. 1855, s/o Gen. William Booth Taliaferro & Sally Nivison Lyons
William Sanders Mott, b. 1865, s/o William Jones Mott & Catherine Mary Sanders
David P. Sanders, b. 1862, s/o Eugene Livingston Sanders & Elizabeth A. Passage
Philip E. Jones, b. 1868, s/o Richard P. Jones & Maria Greenhow Curtis
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Richard (Dick) Lee Scarlett, 73, passed away on Wednesday, Sept 5, 2007. Richard was
raised in Arlington, VA, graduating from Washington -Lee High School, class of '53. He then
joined the United States Air Force, serving for over 24 years. During his military career, he
worked on the US Space Program while stationed at Cape Kennedy from 1967 to 1973. His
last assignment was at Langley, located in Hampton, VA. He then went to work for Sierra
Research located in Buffalo, NY. With fond memories of the Historic Triangle of
Williamsburg, Jamestown, and Yorktown in southeastern Virginia, he returned to Virginia
in 1993, settling in Gloucester.
Richard is best remembered for being “Santa” to all the
little ones in Williamsville, NY, and at the Gloucester Moose.
He was a “Master Woodworker” and enjoyed making toys and
gifts for his many friends and family.
He was preceded in death by his son, Blake Scarlett, his
second wife, Edith Joy of Boston, MA, and his third wife,
Rosanne Cirbus of Williamsville, NY. He is survived by his
wife, Sue Scarlett, son, David R. Scarlett of Cheektowaga, NY,
daughter, Carrie Dusch of Gloucester, and son, Alan Rathbun of Greensboro, NC. The joys
of his life are his surviving two grandchildren and four great -grandchildren. He also leaves
behind his godson and nephew, John Rust and sister -in-law, Laurie Rust, of Charlotte, NC.
In 2003, he remarried his high school sweetheart, Sue Coffman of Arlington, VA. They
were active in the Gloucester Genealogy and Historic Societies. Together, they traveled
around Virginia, photographing and putting together Travel Logs for their friends who
were shut-ins or had moved out of the state.

What’s In Your Attic? (continued from page 26)
Besides one long trip practically every year, Deal has taken the Scouts on shorter outings
in Gloucester and neighboring areas, trying to fit in one such trip each month. “I haven’t
had much time for outings since I started developing the campground,” he says.
Deal had been out away from the Scouting program for years, although he kept active in
camping, until his son, John Deal Jr., joined Troop 111 here and urged his father to work
with the troop. Besides his 15 years as Scoutmaster, Deal has been acting Scout
Commissioner for two years. Looking back over his years with the Boy Scouts, Deal says,
“With my family, I camped every year. When I took the Scouts I just enlarged my family.”

We share this story to encourage others to be careful to save records and documents
that will provide resources for present and future historians. What’s in your attic?

Andrew Jackson Andrews (continued from page 30)

The 1900 census lists Jacob and Sarah Baytop in the Cappahosic area. Land records show
that this property was transferred to David B. Weaver in 1896 and to Thomas C. Walker,
Trustee, in that same year. Mr. Weaver and Mr. Walker are credited as the leaders in the
founding of Gloucester Agricultural and Industrial School at Cappahosic. This school was
funded by the American Missionary Association, an agency of the northern Congregational
Church. This mission effort began at Fort Monroe in the latter years of the Civil War to
care for the needs of slaves freed during the war.
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