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The Editor's Page—

This year is something special to our Genealogy Society and
to me. At our November 22 meeting we will call the celebration
“8 and 80!” Our Society is eight years old, and this November 9
your President turned eighty years old! There will be birthday
cake and "reflections" for the November meeting. Also, we will
distribute the sixteenth edition of The Family Tree Searcher.

Old houses, old places, old families and new stories about
Gloucester are revealed by Caroline Baytop Sinclair in a series of
articles about the Sinclairs at Marlfield and Lands End in the
Robins Neck area of Gloucester; also Hickory Fork House at White |
Marsh. A part of Woodville Plantation becomes a future County
Park. The genealogy and some history of the 1913 Gloucester Fair
Founders is developed by Roane Hunt.

Roger C. Davis

Roane also brings to life the people shown in the “Fair Grounds” picture, and other
Gloucester names are found in articles about the Botetourt Masonic Lodge. Postmasters at
Hayes Post Office are shown, and Roger Davis explores the history behind the famous crab
cake experience at Mrs. Sutton’s Restaurant. Robert Plummer provides a history of his
John Cary Lamberth Family of Gloucester.

The end of another year brings us to election time when we must select people to run
the Society for 2005. A slate of officers will be presented at the November meeting and
voted into office. We encourage your attendance at this meeting. (Note: A newsletter was
sent out in November giving activity details). As President of the Society and Editor of The
Family Tree Searcher, I thank all the members that have been so helpful and participated in
our activities. It has made a hard job much easier! Thank you!!

I have nothing but the highest of praise and admiration for L. Roane Hunt and the
excellent results his “computer copy” activity has provided for our Journal during these
past five years that I have served as Editor. He has tried hard to improve my computer
skills and mentor me on the genealogy of Gloucester. But most of all, both he and Phyllis
have become my very good friends!

Harry Jordan, Chairman of the Nominating
Committee, proposes this slate: Phil Morton, Pres.; Nadine
Tatum, V-Pres.; Martha Morton, Sect.; Robert Plummer,
Treas.; and Jennie Howe, Historian.

Roger C. Davis, Editor
olddad@inna.net
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Marlfield (1823-1954)

Home of the Sinclairs
Gloucester County, Virginia

By Caroline Baytop Sinclair
July 1974

This brief paper is dedicated
to
Martha Mallory Sinclair Field

who charged me, a short time before her death, to
“write up Marlfield and when you do be sure to send a
copy to George Booth (her son).”

I am sure there are others who would like a copy,
also.

Todd Robins, Jefferson B. Sinclair, and Jefferson K.
Sinclair all served as sources of information.

Other information was obtained from records
available.

The writer spent many happy hours at Marlfield
and much of the writing is from memory.

Caroline Sinclair

Marlfield was the favorite home of the Sinclair family in Gloucester from the time of
the War Between the States until well into the twentieth century. [1] It gave refuge to
several families during and immediately after the War and was the favorite gathering place
of the clan during the lifetimes of the first Jefferson Sinclair and his wife Georgiana Wray,
their son, Jefferson, and his wife, Frances Lowry, and their son, Ashton, and his wife, Mary
Courtenay Selden.

Although often called “Old Marlfield” by members of the family, it was the fifth home
on Sinclair property in Robins Neck. It was built circa 1823 and was preceded by Lands
End (erected by Capt. John Sinclair in 1796); Sherwood, probably built by John Mackey
(Mackie) about 1700, occupied circa 1820 by John Sinclair, II and his wife, Margaret
Munford, and by them called Shabby Hall; Greenway, which was occupied by Richard
I’Anson, stepson of Captain John, and was sold to the Pages after ’Anson’s death (after the
Pages removed to Shelley, Greenway became the home of his second wife, Mary Graham
Jones; the original home had burned and Jefferson, III, built the present house about 1894
attaching it to an earlier building which remains); and Bay Cottage, built on Lands End by

1. “Marlfield” of the Sinclair family was located in Robins Neck of the Abingdon District. The more well -known
“Marlfield” of the Buckner family was located in the Petsworth Distict.
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Marlfield
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Map of Robins Neck, Gloucester County, Virginia
DIT — General Map Book, http://www.co.gloucester.va.us/dit/homepage.htim
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Map showing Colonial Estates of Robins Neck, Gloucester County, Virginia, page 76b, from:
Legends of Lands End, Claude O. Lanciano, Jr., 1971
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Marlfield

Marlfield of the Sinclair Family
burned in 1954 during the Hazel hurricane

Front View Side View with rear addition
Lands End erected by Capt. John Sinclair in 1796

Sherwood Greenwood
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Marlfield

Captain John Sinclair and occupied in 1816 by his daughter, Caroline, and her husband,
Cary Selden Jones. (The original Bay Cottage was not occupied or perhaps, only
intermittently, after Caroline and Cary moved to Lands End in 1830. By 1898, when James
Sinclair acquired the property, the site was in well-grown timber. He erected the present
Bay Cottage about 100 yards north of the earlier building of that name. Marlfield was well
situated approximately halfway between Sherwood and Lands End, facing the marshes and
Whittaker’s Creek of Severn River to the south. The acreage, originally about 400, extended
to the Ware River on the east, to Greenway (and perhaps included portions or all of this)
and Robins property on the north and to the Main Road (now Route 614) on the west.

Marlfield was the portion of Captain John
Sinclair’s estate bequeathed to his son,
Jefferson Bonaparte Sinclair, I. When
Georgiana Wray and Jefferson were married in
1821, it is said that she was only fifteen, while
he had recently attained the age of 21. Since
Marlfield was not yet in readiness, the young
couple lived for two or three years with his
mother at Lands End before moving into their
newly constructed home. A legend persists
that an overseer’s house existed there, but this
has not been established. Itis possible that the
east wing, which burned about 1905, may have
been a small earlier building.

Marlfield, like the other Sinclair-built
homes in this area, faced south to take
advantage of the prevailing breeze. It
consisted of a main portion with a basement,
two stories and an attic, and a one-story wing
on the east and with a basement which was cut
off from the main cellar by a solid wall.

Marlfield’s most impressive feature was a
handsome two-story porch which stretched
across the entire front or the main house. This

Family of John Sinclair

John Sinclair I, b. 1755, d. 1820
+m. Anne Elizabeth Wilson, b. ?, d. 1787

Margaret Sinclair, b. 1775

+m. Edward Lattimer

+m. James Bridger

Mary Jones Sinclair, b. 1777

Anne Elizabeth Sinclair , b. abt 1780, d. 1807
+m. Copeland Parker, b. 1768, b. 1830

Tom Sinclair, b. abt 1782, d. bef 1815
William Sinclair, b. 1784

+m. Mary Mackie, b. abt 1768, d. abt 1830

Caroline Sinclair, b. abt 1793, d. abt 1863

+m. Cary Selden Jones

John Sinclair I, b. 1798, d. 1875

+m. Margaret Ann Munford , b. 1800, b. 1837
+m. Lucy Helen Baytop, b. 1825, b. 1900
Jefferson Bonapart Sinclair I, b. 1800, d. 1869
+m. Georgianna Wray, b. 1806, b. 1877
Martha Mary John Sinclair , b. abt 1803

+m. Alexander Jones

is said to have been added by Jefferson I's second son, Fayette, probably during his
residence there prior to the War Between the States. The porch gave direct entrance to the
halls of the first and second story by double doors and was railed on front and sides with a
diamond and rectangular pattern. The porch and the frame portion of the house were
always painted white. The massive underpinnings of the porch were of brick and extended
to a height of about five feet to match the brick walls of the cellar which also extended
downward to form the foundations of the house. The house, exclusive of the wing, was
approximately forty-feet long and twenty-feet deep. The cellar had three large rooms and
an elevation of about six feet. Elevation in the rooms of the first and second floors was
eight feet. The attic, with a shallow A-pitched roof, was lighted with two windows at each
end and had a central elevation of eight feet or more.

A massive chimney at each end of the house provided for fireplaces in one room in
the cellar, two large rooms on each of the two floors and for the east wing. The east wing
had an outside entrance at the rear and also an entrance from the dining room just to the

south of the chimney.
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Marlfield

In the usual colonial style, Marlfield had a central hallway with one room on each side.
In the early days the parlor was on the left, the dining room on the right, and bedrooms
occupied the wing and second floor. The house was served by many dependencies
including a kitchen and quarters for house servants in the yard. In post-War years, the
wing bedroom became the kitchen, and after the destructive fire of circa 1905 when the
wing was burned, Mary and Ashton Sinclair had a large addition built at the rear. There
was no basement under this part, and it was reached from the lower hallway by three steps
downward to the dining room and kitchen. When the fire occurred in 1905, there was
bread in the oven in the kitchen which survived the fire. The burning wing was torn away,
and the remainder of the house was saved. A stairway from the new kitchen ascended to
the second floor of the new wing which could also be entered from the platform at the turn
of the main stairway. This area included three small bedrooms.

The attic over the wing was small and never used, but the large attic over the main
house was a storehouse of treasure, serving as sleeping quarters for the younger members
of the household when the house was crowded with guests, and was a wonderful play place
for a “small fry” because it offered tremendous space, seclusion, a mystic atmosphere and
unexpected playthings. It was reached from the upper hall by a ladder-like stairway topped
by an easily removed trapdoor. No child who knew Marlfleld could resist the charms of
this attic on a rainy day.

Marlfield yard was also a favorite play place for several generations of children. In an
earlier period it was beautifully kept and landscaped, but like most farm yards in post-War
years it served as a grazing place for horses and sheep. The hen house, the chicken coops,
and the carriage house were not far from the back door. A picket-fenced rose garden with
other flowers, large cherry trees in flower and fruit, and locusts with their lovely snowy
blossoms in late spring, with abundant green grass, offered a wonder place for children’s
play. Special enchantment was provided by the under-porch space and the cellars, and
none of these were off limits for the Sunday afternoon games of "Bear,” “Hide and Seek,”
“Kick the Stick,” and “Piggy wants a Motion” which featured our remembered play in the
early part of this century. Over the years that four generations of children enjoyed the
yard, the elders gathered on the porch for visiting and conversation. In the later days, the
porch was screened and shaded in part by a large climbing clematis with fragrant white
blossoms. Large pecans, and elm, and the humpy paper mulberry trees grew near.

Prior to 1861, Marlfield was a prosperous farm. It is named for the crumbling,
rocklike deposits of lime known as marl with which a portion of the land was well
supplied. These deposits, dug from the earth at a place still known as the Marl Pit, were
crushed and spread on the land to lime the fields. This agricultural use was virtually
unknown in Jefferson I's day. Other evidence (the canal ditches, tide banks, well-drained
fields, and diverse crops) also suggests that Captain John’s second son was an astute and
innovative farmer. His holdings in Gloucester in 1874 amounted to 1798 acres, most of it
lowland and some of it marshy. The 724 acres which then comprised Marlfield were well-
drained and afforded a diversity of soils for different crops, grazing, woodland and timber.
Access to both the Ware and Severn Rivers assured a plentiful supply of fresh oysters and
other seafood.

Several years after her marriage, Georgiana inherited from the Wray estates in England
and, having spent her girlhood in Hampton, she persuaded her husband to erect a home
there. Marlfield was left in charge of an overseer and the family moved to Winterville near
Hampton. In this area they were to acquire extensive lands. Jefferson did not sell his
“people,” and as they increased in number, he bought more land to provide work and a
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Marlfield

Family of Wallace Singleton (Sinclair)

Wallace Singleton (Sinclair), b. 1814, d. 1879
+m. Fanny ?, b. 1819, d. 1892
Mary Singleton (Sinclair) , b. 1837
+m. James Smith, b. 1835
Moses Smith, b. 1858
Peggy Smith, b. 1859
Fredrick Smith, b. 1863
Fannie Smith, b. 1864
Margaret Sinclair, b. 1845
+m. Charles Stubbs, b. 1845, b. 1903
James Stubbs, b. 1864
Louisa Singleton, b. 1846, d. 1874
Delcey Singleton, b. 1867
+m. Rev. Zachariah Taylor Whiting, b. 1845, b. 1943
James Taylor Whiting, b. 1872
Pleasant S. Whiting, b. 1873
Pleasant Singleton (Sinclair) , b. 1850
+m. Eliza Curdly, b. 1850
+m. Syntine (Cynthia A.) Brown , b. 1853

the family returned to live there.

living for them and his family.
Meanwhile, he was frequently at
Marlfield, and the family usually
summered there. The farm continued to
prosper though there were several
changes in overseers; at times Uncle
Wallace, an intelligent and faithful Negro
headman was in charge. Uncle Wallace
was proud of his skill and speed with the
cradle and always led the field at harvest
time. When his son, Pleasants, cut him
out of the row, he hung his cradle in the
barn and never touched it again. But,
Uncle Wallace proved to be overly
autocratic when left in charge, and
Jefferson’s son, Fayette, and nephew,
Robert Sinclair, served successively as
overseers prior to 1861 when Jefferson I
returned to Marlfield to remain through
the War and for the rest of his life. His
wife, Georgiana, never left the place after

The Marlfield barn was a large structure which had dormer windows. It stood about
150 yards from the house and toward the river. It was strongly built with huge beams and
a shingle roof. In later years it housed horses, mules, numerous vehicles, and quantities of
hay and straw were loaded into the loft through a large door. The tolerant owner allowed
the children to slide from the peak of hay in the loft along a cascade of scattered straw to
the ground - a thrilling experience indeed when the hay was fragrant, shining and smooth.
During the War and perhaps at other times when the house was crowded, the boys would
sleep in the hayloft. Other buildings in or near the barnyard housed dairy cows and pigs

and provided winter shelter for sheep.

Between the house and the barn was an orchard with apples, pears and peaches.

Cherries fringed the area, and figs were hardy and abundant. The soil must have been just
right for figs because the bushes grew to the size of trees and yielded a heavy harvest. The
vegetable garden was near the house and in the orchard area.

When Marlfield was built, the fields behind the house were not a part of Jefferson’s
holdings, but he acquired them later, although Greenway and fields nearer the Robins
property were sold to Richard Mann Page. When the Pages moved to Shelley, and Major
Jefferson Sinclair, the eldest son of Jefferson I, came home from the War, he took his
family to Greenway for a brief stay, and his daughter, Indiana Lowry, was born there
October 12, 1865.

The kitchen at Marlfield was a separate building in the early days and until after the
death of Jefferson II and his wife, Frances Lowry. After their death, their bedroom in the
wing became the kitchen. It was this portion of the house that was burned about 1905,
shortly after the marriage of Mary Courtenay Selden to Ashton Wray Sinclair. They were in
Hampton at the time, but the alarm was given by his sister, Georgiana. With the help of her
nephew, Jack (John Baytop Sinclair), the larger children from the school nearby, and many
neighbors, the main portion of the house was saved. Though shallow, the well at Marlfield
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Marlfield

Family of Jefferson Bonapart Sinclair I

Jefferson Bonapart Sinclair I, b. 1800, d. 1869
+m. Georgianna Wray, b. 1806, d. 1877

Jefferson Bonapart Sinclair I, b. 1825, d. 1899

+m. Mary Frances Lowry, b. 1822, d. 1899
Georgianna Sinclair, b. 1850
Jefferson Sinclair III , b. 1852, d. 1926
+m. Lucy Rowen Sinclair, b. 1852, d. 1887
+m. Mary Graham Jones, b. 1860, d. 1936
Thomas Lowry Sinclair, b. 1854, d. 1931
Ashton Wray Sinclair, b. 1857, d. 1922
Martha Mallory Sinclair, b. 1859, d. 1891
Indiana Lowry Sinclair, b. 1864, d. 1962
Ann Wythe Sinclair, b. 1867, d. 1930

Fayette Sinclair, b. 1827, d. 1902

+m. Mary Eliza Allen, b. 1832, d. 1893
Margaret Munford Sinclair, b. 1853, d. 1896
Edwin Allen Sinclair, b. 1855, d. 1925
Cecil Wray Sinclair, b. 1857, d. 1944
Mary Etta Sinclair, b. 1858, d. 1893
Frances Howard Sinclair, b. 1860, d. 1933
Thomas Allen Sinclair, b. 1863, d. 1933
Jefferson Bonapart Sinclair, b. 1865, d. 1867
Charles Lockey Sinclair, b. 1867, d. 1949
Nannie Marshall Sinclair, b. 1869, d. 1960

John Sinclair, b. 1828, d. 1908

+m. Martha Frances Harris, b. 1827, d. 1900

Georgiana Wray Sinclair, b. 1839, d. 1891

+m. Robert Colgate Selden II, b. 1841, d. 1904
Helen Stewart Selden, b. 1867, d. 1873
Henry Courtenay Selden, b. 1868, d. 1871
Mathew Brooke Selden, b. 1870, d. 1871
Robert Colgate Selden IIT, b. 1872, d. 1934
Georgiana Wray Selden, b. 1873, d. 1944
Jefferson Sinclair Selden, b. 1875, d. 1964
Mary Courtenay Selden, b. 1877, d. 1963
Elizabeth Lewis Selden, b. 1878, d. 1933
Stuart Wray Selden, b. 1880
Charlotte Colgate Selden, b. 1882, d. 1959

Henry Stuart Sinclair , b. 1844, d. 1872

+m. Martha Louisa Catlett, b. 1843, d. 1954
Dianna Mallory Sinclair, b. 1867, d. 1960
George Keith Sinclair, b. 1869, d. 1963
Martha Louisa Sinclair, b. 1871, d. 1963

George Keith Sinclair, b. 1847, d. 1929

+m. Ida Elizabeth Phillips , b. 1849, d. 1905
Jefferson Bonapart Sinclair, b. 1868, d. 1941
Caroline Phillips Sinclair, b. 1870, d. 1946
Roy Lee Sinclair, b. 1873, d. 1935
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supplied water abundantly for a time in
which buckets were passed hand to hand.
Another well in the barnyard yielded a
supply of water which was said to be
inexhaustible; at times, the stock from the
nearby farms, which shared the marshes,
watered here in addition to the Marlfield
animals.

When the War Between the States started
in 1861, Jefferson I and his sons, Jefferson II
and Fayette, had homes in Hampton.
Remaining in the household of Jefferson I
were four sons, John, Henry, Wray, and Keith,
and his only daughter, Georgiana Wray,
usually called by her affectionate brothers
and their children, “Sis Puss.” With Virginia’s
secession, the five older brothers joined the
Confederate service, and Jefferson II and
Georgiana, feeling that Gloucester would
offer greater security than the already
besieged Hampton, repaired to Marlfield.
The three homes, Jefferson I's Winterville
(near King St.), Jefferson II's Wheatland
(Elizabeth City County), and Fayette’s
Cottage Home (near the present Armistead
Ave.), were left intact, but the daughters-in-
law and their children also went to Marlfield.
Since Marlfield was fully furnished, it is
recorded that the three families took with
them only their children, their house
servants, their silver and two fox hounds,
Powder and Shot. Georgiana is reported to
have said that she brought the hounds so
that her “beautiful sons” might have some
fox hunting after the War. She was prophetic
because, though Keith joined up in 1863 at
the age of 16, all six sons survived the War,
and they and their descendents have hunted
the fox with the progeny of Powder and Shot
through the years and to this day.

Doubtless, each of the sons took his
riding horse with him in service, but other
horses and various conveyances brought the
family to Gloucester. Marlfield was filled to
bursting with the grandparents, their son,
Keith, and daughter, Georgiana II; Frances,
the wife of Jefferson II, and her children,
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Marlfield

Georgiana Wray III, Jefferson III, Thomas Lowry, Ashton Wray, and Martha Mallory; Mollie
Allen, the wife of Fayette, and her children, Margaret Munford, Edwin Allen, Cecil Wray,
Mary Etta, and Frances Howard (her 6th child, Thomas Allen was born here in 1863); and
also Martha Harris Sinclair, wife and recent bride of John, the third son, making a family
group of 18. There were forty or fifty servants on the place, and though the farm was
productive, Marlfield was raided several times by Yankee soldiers, and stocks and slaves
were depleted until it became very difficult to provide for so many people. From time to
time the sons in service returned on leave; Henry was courting a Gloucester girl (he married
Martha Louisa Catlett in Dec. 1865) and made a hasty escape from Marlfield on one
occasion; the duck house in the yard bore the marks of the bullets meant for him as long
as it stood. Jefferson II left the service because of ill health before 1865 (and Wray also
before the end of the War, after he had lost one eye in a powder explosion). When peace
came, all of the sons returned to Hampton; but Jefferson later came back to manage the
farm for his widowed mother and to remain at Marlfield until his death in 1899. The
daughter, Georgiana, married Robert Colgate Selden and moved with him to nearby Point
Lookout where they raised a large family.

Jefferson I also acquired other property in Gloucester and extensive holdings in
Hampton. Perhaps he over-extended; all of the records of sale and payments were lost or
destroyed during the War, both in Gloucester and Hampton. After the War, piece-by-piece,
all of his land was forfeited for one reason or another. Georgiana, his wife, retained as her
dowry, Bluebird Gap, a farm in Elizabeth City County which she left to her son, Wray. Wray
never married, and he left this property to the widow of his brother, Henry, and her three
children. Eventually the family was able to reclaim Marlfield, Cottage Home (in Hampton)
and other properties by purchase.

When purchased by Ashton Sinclair and his wife, Mary, about 1905, Marlfield was
comprised of 542 acres. At this time, it was contiguous to Greenway, owned by Jefferson
Sinclair III on the north, and with Bay Cottage, owned by James Sinclair on the south,
bounded by the Main Road (now 614) on the west and the Ware River on the east. Some of
the property along the Main Road was sold during Ashton’s lifetime. When his wife and
sons sold the property to Benjamin I. Hill in 1950, it consisted of 231 acres. At that time,
the marsh adjoining Marlfield, which Capt. John Sinclair had left undivided in his will,
became officially a part of Bay Cottage (the James Sinclair Estate).

Jefferson II (Major Jeff) and his wife, Frances, filled Marlfield with their seven children
and other relatives. Their eldest daughter, Georgiana Wray III, remained at Marlfield to
care for her parents and the children of her widowed brother, Jefferson III, and her
deceased sister, Martha Mallory Robins. Four of these children, Lucy Baytop, and John
Baytop (Jack) Sinclair, and Bartlett Todd and Frances Jefferson Robins, grew up at Marlfield
under Georgiana’s watchful eye. She was the teacher of the neighborhood school for many
years and is remembered with affection and veneration. A one-room school was built on
the south-west corner of Marlfield’s lands, and it served the local community until a graded
school was established about 1911. This schoolhouse is now a part of the residence of Mr.
& Mrs. Tom Dame.

The last of the Sinclair children to be born and reared at Marlfield were those of
Ashton and Mary - George Wray (b. 1905, d. 1949), Jefferson Keith, Mary Courtenay (Mrs.
Claude Rust), Martha Mallory (Mrs. Thomas Davis Rust), and Ashton Wray, Jr.

Marlfield burned in the violent storm, Hazel, which struck the eastern coast of
Virginia in 1954. At that time it was owned and occupied by Benjamin I. Hill and his
family. The hurricane wind is believed to have toppled the chimney on the east end; a fire
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Marlfield

in the fireplace was drawn upward, and flames quickly swept through the frame building.
The house was destroyed, but no one was injured, and a few household goods were saved.

Marlfield is now owned by Jack Willis of Hampton; none of the fields are farmed, and
most of the acreage is in woodland. But mementos of Marlfield exist in many homes
throughout Tidewater, and memories of Marlfield are stored in the hearts of all the
Sinclairs who knew and loved it in years gone by.

Did you know that churches have symbols?

How about these: DR —

United Episcopal Disciples
Methodist USA of Christ

Sad to say, I misinterpreted the symbol of Westville Christian
Church in my article about their founders (FTS, vol. 7, no. 1). I was
graciously informed of my serious error, and I apologize for my ill-
founded analysis. Maybe, others can gain from my mistake. The
symbol in the window of their sign was adopted by their General
Assembly in 1971. The official website states the following.

The chalice and St. Andrew’s Cross, symbol of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) adopted by the church’s 1971 General Assembly, is a
registered trademark with the United States Patent Office.

The chalice points to the centrality of the Lord’s Supper in the life and
worship of the Disciples. The Cross of St. Andrew, national cross of Scotland, focuses attention on
the Presbyterian roots of the Disciples. St. Andrew has been identified with the laity and with
evangelism, both of which have been prominent Disciples’ emphases. The color red signifies vitality,
spirit and sacrifice.
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