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The Editor's Page—Early Nineteenth Century 

Activity in Gloucester County, VA 

 

Individual family stories may have limited interest to others outside the family, 

however, when family activity and events are presented with a broader community 

involvement, they command a wider interest within the genealogy community.  Many of the 

articles in this issue do just that.  The Gloucester Leg Stool has historical significance and 

reveals a somewhat unique product while Gifts from the Tailor reminds us of individual 

talent before the days of the Department Store.  Achilles Masonic Lodge No. 281 gives us a 

look into an organization and the members that served the lower Gloucester area for the 

past one hundred years.  Sawmill Families is derived from interviews, the Gloucester 

censuses, a collection of family photographs and prodding individuals “to remember.”  It 

tells of an industry that flourished here between 1870 and 1940.  L. Roane Hunt shows how 

the Census can be used to document the business activity in his article, Census Record of 

19th Century Lumber Business in Gloucester County, Virginia. 

Dr. John Hopewell injects some humor about the weather 

and Masons in his brief article, Cap'n Jack and General Taliaferro 

Miss the Masonic Meeting.  Malcolm Hudson South presents a 

scholarly, well documented thesis-type article on The Nuttalls of 

Gloucester County, Virginia.  L. Roane Hunt adds some genealogy 

charts to the text to help follow the line of family members.  This 

is a “must read” article for the Nuttall extended family members! 

L. Roane Hunt has produced another interesting and 

informative article of historical significance with Post Civil War 

Development of the Wilson Creek Community of Gloucester 

County, Virginia.  An inquiry from California from an African-

American man with family connections to Wilson Creek started 

Roane on this detailed search for property division after the Civil 

War. 

To whom does the Family Tree Searcher journal go?  Our March 19, 2004, roster 

showed 159 members.  Sixty were paid thru '04; six are Life Members; twelve (Libraries) are 

Honorary Members (do not pay dues); sixty -four had paid dues thru '03 (Your payment is 

due to continue as a member); twelve paid thru '02 (will be dropped); and four have paid 

thru '05.  Of these members, 26.5% are out-of-state; 74.6% are in Virginia and of the Virginia 

members, 34% are in Gloucester County.  The '03 or '04 on your mailing label indicates 

your dues status. 

The Society looks forward to the facilities at the new Gloucester County Library and 

the expanded and rather elegant Virginia Room where our genealogy materials will be 

stored.  This new building opened in May 2004.  It is our hope to revitalize the Docent 

Program for Wednesday afternoons from 1-5 PM to provide genealogy help for visitors.  

Please volunteer and come enjoy the new surroundings. 

 

  Roger C. Davis, Editor 

  olddad@inna.net 

Roger C. Davis 
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The Gloucester Leg Stool 

 

By L. Roane Hunt 

 

On April 19, 2003, Jane Goodsell, host of the RootsWeb Gloucester [Internet Chat] 

Forum, shared an interesting inquiry with the e-mail chat forum of the Gloucester 

Genealogical Society about “The Gloucester Furniture Co.”  Ron and Carol Clindaniel of 

LaPorte, Indiana, purchased a Gloucester Leg Stool from an eighty-two year old man, 

Russell Gray, in Venice, Florida, who was moving to Denver, Colorado.  All they knew was 

that it had belonged to his grandmother in Gloucester, VA.  I 

bravely answered that I knew of no such company, but there 

had been well-known businesses that re-finished furniture.  

(Often ignorant, but well-meaning, answers will flush-out 

the truth.)  A fully definitive response came from Dr. John S. 

Hopewell, archivist with the Virginia Library in Richmond 

and frequent contributor to the FTS before his death on 

January 6, 2004.  John recounted a thorough historical 

summary, “The Gloucester Furniture Co.,” that manufac-

tured “The Gloucester Leg Stool.”  Later, Mr. William 

Moorman did some research and presented a report on the 

leg stool to the Gloucester History Committee.  Also, Ms. 

Harriott Lomax mentioned that her grandparents, Jeff and 

Jennie Booth, had upholstered some of the stools.  Mean-

while, leg stools appeared on “Ebay,” and two were 

purchased for the Gloucester Museum of History. 

A portion of Dr. John Hopewell’s informal E-mail message is presented below: 

The Gloucester Leg Stool has an interesting history of its own.  A retired northern business-

man named Percy Watt Hood came to Gloucester in the late 1920s or early 1930s and was a 

friend of John D. Rockefeller, Jr., who had just begun the restoration of Colonial Williamsburg.  

Mr. Hood discovered an old leg stool somewhere in the county and was intrigued by it.  

Researchers in Williamsburg helping the CW foundation told him it was a Gout Stool, to 

elevate and rest the tortured leg of men suffering from gout in the 18th century.  Casting about 

for a good retired hobby, he started up what eventually would be called the Gloucester Leg 

Stool Shop that was located on the Court Circle.  (You ought to go to Gloucester sometime; it 

is a very picturesque place.)  Mr. Hood hired Walter Preston "Scrapper" Day, a local man who 

was an excellent woodworker, to cut out and put together the leg stools, using the original one 

as the guide.  Someone else did the upholstery while Mr. Hood handled the business end of 

sales and shipping.  Later, after WW2, Scrapper went to work for the Chesapeake Corporation 

(pulp mill) in West Point, VA, and Roger Moorman took over the making of the furniture, and 

continued doing the woodworking for several years after Mr. Hood's death, as Roger bought 

the business from the estate, or perhaps inherited it, as the Hoods had no children. (By the 

way, both Mr. and Mrs. Hood were invalids and incapacitated toward the end of their lives, 

and they both died the same evening, a couple hours apart.  (Also, they are buried at Ware 

Church.)  Roger later became very interested in designing and making fiberglass sailboats, 

and the Gloucester Leg Stool Shop ceased to exist and is only a dim memory anymore. It 

flourished in the 1930s and 1940s. 

Gloucester Leg Stool ready for 

use in Gloucester Museum 
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In his report, Mr. Moorman included the recent “internet chatter” about the leg stool, 

and he uncovered the following newspaper article on the company, written in 1939.   

 

Richmond Times-Dispatch Magazine, Sunday, November 19, 1939 

 

Gloucester Leg Stool  

Gift to Suffering Humanity 

By Paul Titlow 

HOW LIFE began at 60 in Gloucester County, Va., for Percy Watt Hood, one-time big business 

executive, retired from active duty because of his age is another success story, that shows what can be 

done by a man with vision and philanthropy.   

Hood’s belief that every man enjoys putting his feet up to relax led him to the establishment of an 

unusual little business which promises to become one of Gloucester’s most prosperous home industries 

and it all began with the making of one “leg stool” for his own fireside. 

When, in 1933 Percy Hood, then vice-president and manager of sales of the Timken Detroit Axle 

Company, was told that he was too old to carry the flag, he gathered up his worldly goods and moved to 

Gloucester County, in Tidewater Virginia, Thomas Dixon’s “Land of the Life Worth Living.”  There he 

took up the life of a country gentleman on a small North River estate, amid peaceful surroundings 

which many have found most conducive to happiness. 

But Percy Hood never liked the idea of retirement: unproductive inactivity made him restless and 

unhappy.  He was champing at the bit to go places and do something—but what? 

 

Along the shores of North River, in the neighborhood in which he had made his home, are many 

very old and well-preserved Colonial estates.  Some have been equipped with modern conveniences not 

enjoyed by the ancestors of the present owners, but in practically all of these delightful old homes most 

of the furniture used by the original occupants is still in use today.  These priceless antiques have been 

fondly preserved by intervening generations.  It was here, in this romantic atmosphere, that Percy Hood 

found the “something” he craved. 

One day, while enjoying the hospitality of a neighbor, his feet and legs found complete relaxation 

on an ancient eighteenth century “gout stool.”  All his life, in common with most men (and women, too, 

for that matter) he had been looking for a comfortable place to park his feet.  Resting comfortably in an 

old Colonial wing chair, with his legs stretched out in a natural and not undignified position, there 

dawned upon his mind the realization that he had made a momentous discovery.  His feet, at long last, 

were comfortably at ease.  All of his muscles were completely relaxed.  He had never been so utterly 

comfortable in his life. 

Everything else was forgotten for the moment while he began excited examination of this unique 

little piece of furniture in an effort to discover in the charming simplicity of its design the secret of 

perfect repose.  He found the angles of the gem had been pitched at just the correct slant to give the 

proper support to the feet and legs so that nerves and muscles became instantly relaxed.  His enthusiasm 

was so great that then and there his gracious hostess gave him permission to make one for his home—

and as many more as he liked.  And that was the beginning of a new industry in Gloucester County as 

Hood will tell you, if you visit him in his office over his garage. 

 

A local craftsman, who had restored and reproduced many priceless antiques was commissioned to 

make the stool and in due time it was placed before Hood’s favorite chair.  Within a very few months 

he had them made for a dozen or more of his friends and many people were discussing “Hood’s 

Hobby.” 

 

The Gloucester Leg Stool 
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Then, one day a letter from St. Paul: “I saw and used a unique leg rest in the home of _____ in 

Denver.  I was referred to you for information regarding it.  Will you please be so good as to tell me 

where I may obtain one?”  A few days later, another letter came from an investment broker in New 

York City: “I wonder if you would have made for me six of those unusual gout stools exactly like the 

one owned by my friend _____ of Boston.  I shall be obliged if you will have this done, ship them to 

the address enclosed and send me the bill.”  (Since then this man has sent 40 stools to his friends.) 

These requests gave Hood an idea — why not let the world in on his hobby?  Everyone the world 

over likes to rest his feet.  Of potential customers there would be many and this would indeed be the 

“something” he had been looking for. 

In the seclusion of his little office, overlooking the North 

River, Hood went to bat with that idea.  That very day he 

began his search for the best sources of the materials he 

needed for the production of 50 stools — mahogany, walnut 

and upholstery goods.  That was the first of many busy days 

to follow.  When production started in his little one-man shop, 

he had a total of 34 unfilled orders on file. 

 

Meanwhile, Hood had been planning an experimental 

advertising and sales campaign.  He believed his advertising 

should have “atmosphere” in keeping with the piece of 

furniture he was making and of the time when it was so 

generally used.  And so he had printed an artistic brochure, 

skillfully done in the eighteenth century manner using the 

long S. 

The brochure, printed by the Dietz Press, has been highly 

commended.  Says the title page: 

“A brief discussion of the Gout or Leg Stool from the 

Jacobean Period, through the XVII Century, and when it 

became a Part of the Gentry in Virginia during the XVIII 

Century.  Together with several reasons why the Gloucester 

Leg Stool has again become a popular piece of Furniture in 

the homes of the Present.  Touching briefly on some of the 

Fashions of the Past and Present in the form of Comfort and 

Relaxation for persons of discrimination.” 

No stenographer nor office boy shares Hood’s quaint loft 

office on the walls of which hang photographs of scores of 

friends, famous ships and horses.  Souvenirs and some of the 

equipment he used when he punched cattle in Colorado and Wyoming fill one niche.  There are no 

disturbances of any kind nor telephone in his hideout.  His post office and nearest town is Gloucester 

Courthouse, five miles away. 

 

Today, three years after the first stool was made, his little shop is producing an average of 30 stools 

per month.  But Hood, who in, “the days of the empire,” as he is wont to refer to the lush 20’s, enjoyed 

the services of stenographers, filing clerks, salesmen and other assistants, now does the work of all 

these and more. 

The amount of work this man does and the efficiency with which he does it is really marvelous.  

Every inquiry is answered with a personally written letter accompanied by printed literature.  He types a 

lot of letters every day.  The records, graphs and other statistical data in this little office are as complete 

as those in many offices handling 50 times the business.  Modern filing systems are used.  A detailed 

record, which begins when an inquiry is received and the first literature is mailed, follows through all of 

Mr. Hood frowns at a tiny 

imperfection in the frame of one of 

his leg stools.  Mr. Day, the joiner, 

promises it won't happen again.  

The Gloucester Leg Stool 
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the various stages of sales effort until the transaction is closed.  Everything is handled by Hood and he 

can produce all the data on any “account” in less time than he could ring for an assistant. 

The Gloucester Leg stool is made for Mr. Hood by Walter Preston Day in a small shop in 

Gloucester Courthouse.  Mr. Day is a master craftsman.  Each stool is individually made from selected 

Honduras mahogany which is rubbed to a soft rich brown.  Construction is the old method of mortise 

and tenon, pegged and glued, using hand-fitted bonds at the four corners.  The upholstery is done in a 

fine mothproof fast color mohair frieze in severa1 rich colors.  No hands but those of this one craftsman 

touch the work. 

 

In his spare time, Hood likes to trace each unsolicited inquiry and sale to its source.  He can show 

by his records that the sale of one stool has been the result, directly or indirectly, of as many as 20 other 

individual orders.  The remarkable thing is these 20 orders came from almost as many different cities 

and states — all because somebody’s feet and legs found complete relaxation, as Percy Watt Hood’s 

did in the home of a friend who had a Gloucester Leg Stool. 

And so the little business, that started with the making of one “gout” stool for his own home, 

continues to grow.  Hood is busy—he is happy!  Sixty may be the proper age limit in big business 

enterprises, but again it has been shown that even at this age a man, if he has what it takes, may start all 

over and still show the youngsters how it is done. 

Hood’s “hobby” is still a small business.  Perhaps it will not in his day become a large one—he 

would cease to be interested if it were done in any other manner.  But it is netting him a nice little 

income.  He believes he can find enough people who like unusual and useful things that are honestly 

made to keep his little shop busy most of the time. 

Anyway, he is busy and supremely happy.  What more could any man desire at any age? 

 

Sales Slogan: No Matter How Long The Road Or How Tight The Shoe-Here Are Glad Tidings 

 

Harriott Lomax, an employee of Colonial Williamsburg who portrays a slave character 

for the tours, informed us that her grandparents, Jeff and Jenny Alston Booth, upholstered 

the stools for Mr. Hood.  Mr. Booth was well known as a craftsman and educator of 

furniture construction.  His shop was located near the Robins’ Mill on the old Brooksville 

Road.  (Recently, Brooksville Road became Crockets Road when Crockets Lane became T. C. 

Walker Road.)  Jeff Booth’s shop was located on property that he obtained from his father-

in-law, Rev. John H. Alston, pastor of Zion Poplars Baptist Church.  In 1903, Rev. Alston 

purchased this land, which was the old Brooksville School and the Odd Fellows Lodge 

property.  The Booth shop that I recall was a very “complex” structure and was probably a 

portion of the old Brooksville School.  Ms. Lomax recalled that the upholstery of the small 

leg stool required many tacks. 

Gloucester Court records show that in 1949, Mr. Hood and Roger Moorman formed a 

partnership with respect to the Leg Stool Shop business, and at the death of Mr. Hood in 

1957, Mr. Moorman became the owner.  As John Hopewell noted, the shop was transformed 

into a small boat factory.  About 1952, I recall seeing a half -dozen boats at various stages 

of completion around the shop, but I don’t remember seeing any leg stools.  Of course, I 

was there to see boats, not furniture of any type.  Roger Moorman was the Explorer Scout 

Master of a small troop that met in the Courthouse behind the Hopewell Cleaners.  I was an 

active member along with John Hopewell, John Newcomb, Russell Oliver, and a few others.  

We were the envy of other troops when we traveled to camp sights in our leader’s sailboat.  

Mr. Moorman was the designer and builder of the Mobjack class sailboat, and we were a 

proud crew. 

 

The Gloucester Leg Stool 
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Gifts from the Tailor 

 

By Martha Eastwood Phillips 

 

The old Wolf home in Gloucester was dismantled in 2003.  I had visited it many times 

when the descendants of John Bernard Wolf still lived there.  It was a wonderful old house, 

rambling and full of nooks and crannies to 

be explored.  The farm was also home to a 

beautiful collie who loved to run - with her 

long silky hair blowing - and jump the 

white rail fence which ran in front of the 

house. 

One day as a child I wandered into the 

smoke house and found an old flatiron 

which Uncle Bernard Wolf (actually he was 

a great uncle) gave to me saying it had 

belonged to the tailor.  I took it home, 

pretended to iron my dolls’ clothes, and 

then deciding I wanted to go and meet the 

tailor, asked my father to take me for a 

visit, and he told me a story.  The tailor 

was John Bernard Wolf who had been gone 

some seventy years, and he had crossed an ocean to come to Gloucester County.  My father’s 

words, crossed an ocean, enchanted me, and later I knew 

I would once more try to visit the tailor through his 

story. 

Ironically, his Prussian ancestors were easier to 

trace than his American descendants owing in part to 

the records of the Roman Catholic Church.  After 

discovering the location of the tailor’s birth and that he 

had been born Catholic; certified birth, death, and 

marriage records were mailed to me from the Diocese of 

Paderborn, and these records went back to 1715.  There 

was just one problem - their translation - because they 

were in the German language which I could not read.  

However, a professor at William and Mary eliminated 

this obstacle in less than thirty minutes. 

Actually, he was baptized, Johannes Bernard Wulf, 

son of Johannes Wulf and Maria Franzisca Faber.  His 

father was born about 1770 in Bredenborn, and his 

mother was from Brakel.  They were married in Brakel 

on June 30, 1793, when the area was a part of the 

Prussian Empire.  (Due to various boundary changes, 

Brakel is now located in the Nordrhein/Westfalen area of 

The Wolf Home at Adner about 1935 

 

St. Michael Cathedral 

Brakel, Prussia, Europe 
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Germany.)  Johannes Wulf was also a tailor, and he and Maria Franzisca had at least six 

children.  The day following his birth on January 10, 1803, their son, John Bernard, was 

baptized at St. Michael in the Catholic Parish of Brakel, Archdiocese of Paderborn.  His 

godfather was Johannes Meyer.  Johannes Wulf the elder, a widower, died May 13, 1832, in 

the morning at 10:00 leaving behind one underage and three adult children.  Shortly 

thereafter in 1833, John Bernard Wolf left for America. 

John Bernard Wolf was a schneider meister (master tailor) as stated on his passport.  

He first settled in Baltimore, Maryland, and by 1840 had migrated to Gloucester, Virginia.  

According to family stories, his village tailor shop was located in the building that later 

housed Ware Funeral Home and still later, Hopewell Cleaners.  My parents referred to the 

old building as the tailor’s - never as the cleaners or Hopewell’s.  It may have been there, 

about 1841, that John B. Wolf created the inaugural suit of John Tyler, 10th President of  

the United States.  Clement W. Hudson, a Baptist minister who married a granddaughter of 

John Bernard Wolf, 

wrote that he then made 

another one just like it 

for himself.   

Eliza A. Dutton 

married John Bernard 

Wolf.  Their first son, 

Frederick Henry Wolf, 

was born May 8, 1842, at 

Gloucester Courthouse 

which may indicate that 

Eliza and John lived in 

part of the tailor shop 

before moving to the 

farm known in records 

as either Emorysville, 

Amoryville, Adner or 

Wolf's Fork.  Born also to 

them were Willington 

Wolf who died as a child, 

Alexander Cary Wolf, 

John Bernard Wolf, and 

Susan A. Wolf.  John 

Bernard Wolf, the tailor, 

was 68 years old when 

he died October 2, 1871. 

Frederick Henry 

Wolf was educated at 

Cappahosic Academy, 

and he and his brother, 

Alexander Cary Wolf, 

were soldiers of the 

Confederacy.  They 

enlisted in Company B 

26th Virginia Regiment 

John Bernard Wolf, b. Jan 10, 1803 , d. Oct 2, 1871 

 +m. 1st Eliza A. Dutton, b. abt 1820, d. Aug 30, 1864  

Frederick Henry Wolf , b. May 28, 1842 , d. Jan 29, 1917 

 +m. Sarah E. Thrift, Dec 29, 1864, b. Sep 4, 1840, d. Mar 30, 1885  

Peachie Eliza Wolf , b. Jun 22, 1868 

 + m. Rev. Clement Wilson Hudson II, Jan 10, 1894, b. 1871, d. Sep 30, 1901 

Mary Eloise Wolf, b. Jun 29, 1873, d. Mar 29, 1954 

 + m. James Alexander Eastwood, Jul 17, 1890, b. Dec 15, 1859, d. Apr 11, 1937  

 Frederick Wolf , b. 1876, d. Oct 6, 1881 

Thomas Bernard Wolf, b. Aug 25, 1877, d. Dec 7, 1954 

 + m. Margaret Rue Clements, b. Apr 28, 1889, d. Jun 7, 1982 

Alice May Wolf, b. May 15, 1881, d. Aug 23, 1969 

 + m. Melvin B. Lamberth, Apr 30, 1915, b. Oct 31, 1883, d. Jan 27, 1970 

Willington Wolf , b. 1844, d. Oct 1849 

Alexander Cary Wolf, b. Oct 10, 1846, d. Aug 24, 1924 

 +m. Florence E. J. Trader, b. Nov 10, 1854, d. Oct 27, 1931  

Wyatt Wolf, b. Jul 18, 1881, d. Oct 27, 1953 

 + m. Eoline [?], b. Dec 11, 1886, d. Jan 19, 1982 

Bertha Wolf 

 + m. Richard Wesley Foster, Jr. 

Emma Wolf 

John Bernard Wolf, b. 1852 

 +m. Mary Louisa Johnston, b. 1865  

Bland Wolf 

Susan A. Wolf, b. May 6, 1855, d. Aug 7, 1920  

 +m. James R. Brushwood, Oct 10, 1877, b. May 17, 1853, d. Jul 25, 1924  

Carroll Brushwood, 

 + m. Fannie Shackelford 

William Brushwood , b. Aug 1882 

 + m. Ella Robins 

Bena Brushwood, b, Oct 1884 

 + m. John L. Lamberth 

Benjamin Brushwood , b. Sep 1888 

 + m. Evelyn Stubbs 

 +m. 2nd Mary Eliza Dutton, Oct 10, 1867, b. abt 1824  

Descendants of John Bernard Wolf  

Gifts from the Tailor 
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known as Wise’s Brigade or the Gloucester Grays. 

It is likely that these brothers wore uniforms 

made by their own father.  Ludwell Lee Montague 

has told us that Captain Patrick Henry Fitzhugh was 

sent to Richmond to purchase fabric, and uniforms 

were made by the ladies of Salem Methodist Church 

under the direction of a tailor. 

Rebel Archive Records indicate that Frederick 

H. Wolf enlisted at Gloucester Court House on April 

23, 1861, at age 19.  He was mustered into service as 

a 3rd Sergeant on June 1, 1862, was promoted to lst 

Sergeant and on November 18, 1863, was elected 

2nd Lieutenant.  He was wounded in the defense of  

Petersburg on June 15, 1864, by having taken a 

gunshot to the left shoulder and was brevetted for 

gallentry in action and appointed First Lieutenant by 

General Pierre Beauregard personally.  He was 

admitted to Chimborazo Hospital  No. 4, Richmond, 

Virginia, and released July 2, 1864, on 40 days 

furlough.  His mother, Eliza Dutton, died on August 

30 while he was recovering from his battle wound.  

He returned home again in December of the same 

year and married Sarah Elizabeth Thrift.  Two days 

later, after hiding in a sub-basement of the Wolf 

home, he was captured  by the Federals and taken to Old Capitol Prison, Washington D.C., 

and subsequently transferred February 3, 1865, to Fort Delaware where he subscribed to 

the Oath of Allegiance and was released July 10, 1865.  

His physical description at that time was dark 

complexion, dark hair, black eyes, height 5 ft. 10 in. 

Upon returning to Gloucester at the end of the 

War, Frederick Henry and Sarah had six children: Mary 

Elizabeth and Frederick William who died in childhood, 

Peachie Eliza, Mary Eloise, Thomas Bernard, and Alice 

May.  Frederick Henry Wolf went on to become a 

teacher, Justice of the Peace and Deputy Commissioner 

of Revenue.  When General William Boothe Taliaferro 

died in 1896, this son of the tailor was one of his 

pallbearers.  Frederick Henry Wolf died December 29, 

1917 at his home at Wolf’s Fork.  His grave is at Salem 

Methodist Church. 

My grandmother, Mary Eloise Wolf, was called 

Midgie by her siblings.  I called her Dandy.  She was 

born and lived at Wolf’s Fork.  She married James 

Alexander Eastwood, a Constable and farmer, when she 

was about seventeen years old, and they had five 

children, the firstborn being my father, Ernest Franklin 

Eastwood.  The family lived at Ark.  Dandy was a small, 

petite lady, and one can tell from her picture as a young 

Frederick Henry Wolf 

(1842-1917) 

Mary Eloise “Midgie” Wolf 

(1873-1954) 

Gifts from the Tailor 
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girl that she inherited the dark hair of the Wolf family but not 

their dark eyes.  Her eyes were clear blue as were my father’s.  

She was a dressmaker of superior talent, often creating 

fashions for ladies of the area.  Many times I described an 

outfit to her and then watched her cut the fabric and 

construct it without using a pattern.  This talent was no 

doubt a gift from the tailor.  She also made clothes for my 

dolls with the tiniest, almost invisible hand-stitches.  Her 

sewing machine was always covered on Sundays as no work 

was allowed on that day.  In the kitchen of my grandmother’s 

house were two stoves for cooking - one wood  and one 

electric.  She preferred the wood stove where she created the 

most delicious delicacies. . .if I close my eyes and think hard 

enough, I can almost taste the corn pudding, pound cake 

made with “country” butter and light, fluffy buttermilk 

biscuits.  She made the biscuits for every meal each day of 

the week except Sunday when there were rolls.  What little 

was left over was kept in the warming oven of the wood 

stove.  In the evening, she sat in her chair and unwound her 

long, dark hair (with just a few strands of gray) from a bun 

and brushed it.  Mary Eloise Wolf Eastwood died March 29, 

1954.  Her grave is at Bellamy Methodist Church.  

Alice May Wolf, known as Mamie, married Melvin Bledsoe 

Lamberth, and they lived in upper Gloucester County on 

property known as Bacon’s Fort.  Some folks say the rebel, 

Nathaniel Bacon, died there although I never heard Mamie 

and Melie talk about that.  My mother told a story of my 

trying to say Uncle Melvin, not being able to pronounce Melvin and finally settling on Melie.  

She considered this a little disrespectful but said they had just laughed and insisted that 

was who they were.  They had two children, a daughter still living and a son, Dr. Melvin 

Bernard Lambreth.  Alice Mae Wolf Lambreth died August 23, 1969.  Her grave is at Salem 

Methodist Church. 

Thomas Bernard Wolf married 

Margaret Rue Clements and lived at 

Wolf’s Fork.  They had one son, John 

Thomas, and a daughter, Ruby May, 

both of whom died in childhood, as 

well as two daughters who are still 

living.  Uncle Bernard had a wooden 

peg leg, and failing, of course, to 

understand how he could have been 

born with such, I was afraid of him 

until his gift of the tailor's flatiron 

when I asked him about it. He lost his 

own leg as a young boy after being 

dragged by a calf and wore the 

wooden one because he would never 

loose it and it could never be hurt.  I 

 

James A. Eastwood & 

Mary Eloise Wolf 

(December 25, 1919) 

Gifts from the Tailor 

 

Two Photographs of Ernest Franklin Eastwood 
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wondered where I could get one for myself. 

Thomas Bernard Wolf died December 6, 1954, and 

his grave is at Salem Methodist Church.  He was the last 

male in the line of the tailor to bear his surname.  

Johannes Bernard Wulf, however, left his proud Prussian 

bloodline to many of us.  As of this writing, his 

descendants have united with no less than thirty-two 

families. 

 

Sources 

Dr. Harald Kindl, Oberarchivrat, Archdiocese Paderborn 

Pastor, Catholic Parish of St. Michael, Brakel 

Elizabeth Gault Hudson 

Rebecca Wolffe Edwards 

Virginia State Library 

Gloucester County In The Civil War, Ludwell Lee Montague 

Bellamy and Salem Methodist Church Cemeteries 

L. Roane Hunt, Gloucester Genealogical Society of Va. 

 

Notes: 

Wulf variables in America include Wolf, Wolff, Wolfe and Wolffe.  Records are inconsistent 

regarding when they occurred.  Therefore, I have used Wolf in this writing as that is the literal 

translation.  It should be noted, however, that Wolffe is the current variable. 

The village tailor shop of John B. Wolf was demolished some years ago.   

Bricks believed dated to the 1700’s and thought to have been the floor of a kitchen were 

discovered under the old Wolf home when it was dismantled.  This area was likely the sub-

basement where Frederick Henry Wolf hid from the Federals. 

Herman Wolf who married Kate Folkes was not a member of this Wolf family.  He was the son of 

Hirsey Wolf  and Isabella Miller [from Sylvia Rowe], and he was born in Germany about 1875.  

There is no indication of a connection to the Prussian family of Johannes Bernard Wulf.  

Two questions remain in the story of Johannes Bernard Wulf: (1) Who were the parents of his 

wife, Eliza A. Dutton? and (2) Where is his burial place?  If anyone reading this has answers, 

please get in touch with me at Vamol2@wmconnect.com. 

 

Martha Eastwood Phillips 

March, 2004  

Gifts from the Tailor 

Thomas Bernard Wolf & 

Margaret Rue Clements at 

Wolf’s Fork 
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The First Hundred Years of 

Achilles Masonic Lodge No. 281 

A.F. and A.M. 

[Ancient Free and Accepted Masons] 

 

By Benjamin E. Borden, Jr. 

Introduction by Roger C. Davis 

 

Introduction 

The Masonic Lodge in lower Gloucester 

County was formed December 3, 1903, and would 

be known as Achilles Lodge No. 281.  The original 

membership of 31 charter members has grown to 

102 members in 2003.  The Masons on this roster 

are the same men and their families that have 

contributed to the growth of their community, 

business, church and connected families.  This 

bond of “Brotherly Love and Affection” has 

provided strength in time of stress and sustenance 

in time of need. 

Ben Borden was asked to write a History of 

Achilles Lodge No. 281 for the Hundredth 

Anniversary in 2003.  He has graciously allowed 

our Genealogical Society to reproduce much of 

that history so that we can study some of the 

surnames that were active in lower Gloucester 

County during this period. 

Preface 

As the writer of the fifty year history stated in his opening statement, this writer also 

feels a great sense of honor in being chosen to compile a history of Achilles Lodge #281, 

A.F. and A.M.  He also recognizes his inability to evaluate and describe the real character 

and worth of the men composing the membership of the craft in this community. 

Now therefore, it is a sense of gratitude that is felt and my special thanks are in order 

for our faithful secretary, Rt. Wor. Boyd D. Jenkins, Rt. Wor. Kenneth Morris Hogge, and 

certainly the late Rt. War. R. L. Emerson, who inspired my interest in the history of the 

lodge.  Much help was also given me by Rt. Wor. W. W. Ambrose who is our oldest in years 

of membership in Achilles Lodge and oldest Achilles past master and oldest past district 

deputy grand master.  Brother Ambrose is also a great-grandson of Charter Member, W.H. 

Gibbs, Sr. 

In conclusion of this preface, I must emphasize once more a debt of gratitude to all 

our members, both past and present, who have kept the lodge in unity and fellowship for 

the past 100 years. 

Achilles Masonic Lodge Building—2004 
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The Brethren whose names are marked (*) became members during the first year, and 

it is presumed the others were members of the Masons who petitioned for the 

Dispensation.  It is also noted that the first report, which is shown above, listed one-third 

of the members as being named Rowe. 

The mention of the name Rowe, being in a large number in the Lodge, brings to mind 

some interesting facts concerning people and places in direct connection to the history of 

Achilles Lodge. An attempt will be made to briefly state facts commonly known to many of 

us. 

1903- History of Achilles Lodge -2003 

Needless to say, much water has gone over the dam since a small group of noble souls 

gathered in the old Reliance Hall for the purpose of instituting a Masonic Lodge at Achilles.  

The lodge was chartered on Thursday, Dec. 3, 1903, in accordance with the following 

report of the Committee on Charters: 

“Whereas a Dispensation was issued on the 13th day of February, A.F. 5903 A.D. 1903, 

by the Most Worshipful Grand Master, for the opening of a Lodge at Achilles, in Gloucester 

County in the State of Virginia under the designation of Achilles Lodge, and appointing 

Brothers R.A. Folkes as Master, E.H. Rowe as Senior Warden and P.W. Hall as Junior Warden, 

and whereas the said Dispensation, together with the necessary papers, having been 

returned therefore be it: 

Resolved—That a Charter do issue for the permanent establishment of said Lodge 

under the name and style of Achilles Lodge, 281 and appointing Brother R.A. Folks, Master, 

Brother E.H. Rowe, Senior Warden and Brother P.W. Hall, Junior Warden.” 

No Grand Lodge was held in 1904 since the meeting changed from December to 

February at the December 1903 annual communication.  Consequently, the record for 1904 

is in the 1905 proceedings and in this writing of the Lodge history, the following members 

are listed for Achilles Lodge. 

 R.A. Folkes, W.M.  

 E.H. Rowe, S.W.  

 J.E. Cutchins, J.W.  

 W.D. Pointer, Treas.  

 George Hayes, Sec. 

 J.W.C. Jones 

 J.E. Pointer 

 J.D. Daves, Chaplin  

*  S.E. Rowe, Tiler 

 

 

*  T.F. Anderton  

*  J.L. Boulding 

 W.R. Buck  

 W.C. Brown  

 D.O. Clements 

 W.H. Gibbs, Sr.  

 P.W. Hall  

* G.S. Hogge 

 J.H. Hobday  

*  Thomas J. Jenkins  

*  B.A. Rowe 

 John F. Rowe  

 Sterling Rowe  

 Hannibal Rowe  

 J.W. Rowe 

*  B.S. Rowe 

*  Stonewal J. Rowe  

*  J.M. Shackleford  

*  CE. Via 

*  L.D. Ward 

 P.B. Williams  

 

The First Hundred Years of Achilles Lodge  

Lodge Membership for 1903  

Officers Members  

W.M.—Worshipful Master; S.W.—Senior Warden; J. W.—Junior Warden; J.D.—Junior Deacon 
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The idea of a Charter being obtained for Achilles Lodge was no doubt conceived by 

R.A. Folkes, a member of Botetourt Lodge.  Other comments will be made concerning this 

brother, but for the present, only masonry and lodges will be considered. 

Brother Folks was a past master of Botetourt and had married a young lady whose last 

name was Rowe and she lived near Achilles P.O.  The area being fairly heavily populated, 

the lack of good transportation and some family and church connections all, no doubt, led 

to the idea of a brand new Lodge in the area. 

Many prominent men were and are in the ranks of Achilles Lodge.  Brother Folkes is 

emphasized due to his prominence and leadership in Gloucester County.  Among his many 

services to his fellowman, in addition to being a Mason, was his role as a Baptist Minister, 

County Surveyor, and School Superintendent. 

Others on the list of Charter members were members of Botetourt, and some demitted 

from Botetourt, and some maintained a dual membership.  There were several, but most of 

us will recognize the name of Brother D.O. Clements, a prominent physician in Gloucester 

County.  His full name was David Oscar Clements.  His name appears on the membership 

of Botetourt and Achilles during those early years. 

There is a bond between all Masons and their lodges but a close relationship has 

always existed between Botetourt and Achilles.  There are many cases of helping each other 

with degree work and the mention of each other on the sick report.  Recently there was 

found a record of the two lodges’ participation in the cornerstone ceremony of the old Odd 

Fellows Lodge at Ordinary known as Tylers Lodge.  I believe the year was 1914.  It must 

also be noted that when there were two High Schools in Gloucester County they were 

named Achilles High School and Botetourt High School. 

Lodge history tells us that Achilles Lodge was chartered before there was designated 

an Achilles Post Office, hence, the first mailing address was Bena, VA.  Also, Achilles Lodge 

was chartered before the construction of Achilles school.  As a matter of fact, Achilles 

school was started in 1914 and Achilles High School had its first graduating class in 1924.  

Achilles Lodge had the cornerstone ceremony at the beginning of the school’s construction 

in 1914. 

It has been learned that the old Reliance Hall referred to 

as being the first meeting place was the second story of B.P. 

Rowe’s store, which was then situated at a point just east of 

our present Lodge building.  Of course that old store is no 

longer there. 

Some of the past 100 years have not been so kind.  The 

August storm of 1933 no doubt did some damage to the 

lodge building by water.  There was a total loss by fire in late 

1945.  The building was reconstructed by late 1946 and is our 

present meeting place.  While there was no building to meet 

in after the fire, the meetings were held in the Red Men’s Hall 

which was just across the road.  At this point it must be 

stated that for many, many years, a close relationship has 

existed between the Red Men's Lodge and the Achilles 

Masonic Lodge.  Many fine brothers have been a member of 

both organizations. 

Recently, in our present year, 2003, and in the month of 

September our area was visited by Hurricane Isabel.  The 

The First Hundred Years of Achilles Lodge  

Red Men’s Hall—2004 
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following paragraph was included in 

a letter from our secretary. 

“The Lodge had 27 inches of 

water in the dining hall which 

destroyed the carpet, base cabinets, 

serving bar, wall paneling and in

sulation, entrance doors, chairs and 

numerous other items.  To really 

understand the full impact of 

destruction, you would have to see 

for yourself.  Currently, we do not 

know the condition of the heat pump 

because we lost our LP gas tank 

during the flooding and our supplier 

has not yet replaced the gas tank.  

There are many other areas that we 

are dealing with, such as, mold and 

mildew.” 

This history is not intended to 

spell out dollars and cents in 

damages but to emphasize the 

response of Lodges, brothers and 

individuals who through brotherly 

love have all but contributed funds 

adequate to restore the building to 

its original fine condition. 

Many of us enjoy reflecting 

upon the many names of families 

represented over the past 100 years 

in Achilles Lodge.  A collective effort 

and brotherly love has brought 

much success to the lodge and to 

Masonry.  Naming names would 

compose a long list and perhaps unfair because of joint efforts.  However, by word of 

mouth and some items of evidence, we have a legacy from many. 

In conclusion of this brief history, which has included some highlights, this writer 

clearly sees the evidence of a group bonded together by Brotherly Love and Affection, a 

society of friends and brothers, where little contention has ever existed, save that noble 

contention or rather emulation of who can best work and best agree. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Benjamin E. Borden, Jr. 

 

  

The First Hundred Years of Achilles Lodge  

Achilles Past Masters Roster (1948-2003) 

 Title  Name  Date 

Rt. Wor.  Charles Fred Kimsey 1948 

Rt. Wor.  Woodrow William Ambrose 1949 

Wor. John William Deal, Jr. 1968 

Wor. Roger Bruce Williams 1969 

Wor. Jack Nathan Jenkins 1970 

Wor. Marion Dennis Hogge 1972 

Wor. Joseph Nelson Lewis 1973 

Wor. Wilbur Franklin Clements 1974 

Wor. George Russell Cottingham 1978 

Wor. Charles Edgar Hogge 1979 

Rt. Wor.  Boyd-D Manning Jenkins  1980 

 Wor. Edward Delano West 1982 

Wor. Eugene Clements West 1984 

Wor. John Murray Thomas, III 1985 

Rt. Wor.  Kenneth Morris Hogge 1986 

Wor. Albert Rinda Hines 1987 

Wor. James Edward House 1988 

Wor. Thomas Frederick Smith 1989 

Wor. Horace Levon Bonniville 1990 

Wor. John Robert Tiller, III 1991 

Wor. Jonathan Lane Beck 1992 

Wor. Algia Hilton Tuck 1993 

Wor. Mark Edward Tackett 1994 

Wor. Benjamin Elias Borden, Jr. 1995 

Rt. Wor.  Boyd-D Manning Jenkins  1997 

 Wor. Benjamin Elias Borden, Jr. 1998 

Rt. Wor.  Kenneth M. Hogge 1999 

Wor. Mitchell P. Dunston 2000 

Wor. Warner L. Rhodes 2001 

Wor. Harold E. (Red) Custis 2002 

Wor. Horace L. Bonniville 2003 

 

Rt. Wor.—Right Worshipful; Wor.—Worshipful 
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Cap’n Jack and General Taliaferro  

Miss the Masonic Meeting 

 

By Dr. John S. Hopewell 

 

The Gloucester Genealogical Society of Virginia has been generously supported by many 

very capable persons from within and from outside the Society membership.  In recent years, 

Dr. John S. Hopewell has been an important supporter by his informal notes, a special 

program he presented to the Society a few years ago, and a series of articles containing 

unpublished records discovered by Dr. Hopewell in his library assignment to index raw 

documents collected throughout Virginia and stored in the Library of Virginia.   

Dr. Hopewell battled cancer for many years, but he died on January 6, 2004.  His death 

was a great loss to us and to all Gloucester people who desire that Gloucester history be told.  

Now we must be satisfied with what he has collected and recorded.  His personal thoughts of 

his family and Gloucester people are presented in his book, Family Stories, written 1999-2000.  

Roberta Wiatt donated a copy to the Gloucester Museum, and it was added to the small 

museum library maintained by Director Betty Jean Deal.  (The book is available to the public 

upon request.)   

This article, a chapter in Dr. Hopewell’s book, was chosen because it shows the sort of men 

that Gloucester’s most famous Civil War general chose to be his friends.  Cap’n Jack Nye of 

this story was born in England and raised in Staten Island, NY.  He came to Gloucester County 

before the Civil War and served in the Confederate Army.  He was a waterman and later was 

appointed Oyster Inspector for Gloucester County.  Cap’n Nye served as pallbearer for General 

Taliaferro, along with Fred Wolf, son of the immigrant tailor from Prussia (see article on pages 

7-11 of this issue. 

 

Great-grandfather John Henry Nye (“Cap’n Jack”) was a member of the Botetourt 

Lodge #7 of the Masonic Order, a secret organization that had its roots in the Middle Ages.  

Some famous people in history were Masons, including Mozart, Voltaire and Washington.  

Many of the leading citizens of Gloucester County were Masons including A. T. Wiatt, Clerk 

of the Court; the Reverend William Byrd Lee, Rector of Ware Church; and General William 

Booth Taliaferro, Circuit Court Judge in the years following the Civil War.  Jack Nye had 

been a Private in Company B, 26th Virginia Infantry Regiment, which General Taliaferro had 

commanded for a short time.  Despite the differences in age and wealth, the two men were 

good friends because of their Masonic ties.  When Taliaferro died in 1898, Jack was one of 

the pallbearers at his funeral. 

The Masons were scheduled to have their annual meeting in Richmond one winter in 

the 1880s, and both men made elaborate plans to attend the convention.  They wrote for 

hotel reservations, registered for the meeting and carefully coordinated their steamboat 

ride so that they would be able to travel and attend the meeting together.  These grown 

men resembled two little schoolboys discussing what they would see, where they would go, 

what they would do and how exciting their adventures would be.  For weeks, the Masonic 

meeting was the number one conversation topic for Cap’n Jack.  He explained to anyone 

who would listen that General Taliaferro would catch the steamboat on the Mobjack Bay 

Line at Hockley Wharf on the Ware River in Gloucester, take it to Norfolk and then board 

the York River Line. Jack would meet him at Allmond’s Wharf and together they would ride 

Cap’n Jack and General Taliaferro  
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upriver to West Point to catch the Southern Railroad train to Richmond where the meeting 

would be held.  As the date for the convention neared, the excitement in the Nye household 

became almost too much to bear. 

Several days before the convention, the weather turned very cold.  The temperature 

dropped sharply and a stiff wind began to blow.  Although people were accustomed to 

harsh weather in the winter, this spell was worse than anyone could remember.  The creeks 

and rivers began to freeze with a thick sheet of ice on the surface.  Even the salty 

Chesapeake Bay and York River, usually the last bodies of open water to freeze, were 

covered over with heavy, impenetrable ice.  The oystermen could not go out to the 

shellpiles to tong oysters, and no one could drop a net into the water to fish.  The 

steamboats stopped running and all activity on the rivers came to a halt.  The York River 

was strangely quiet. 

The harsh cold weather was inconvenient for most people, but for Cap’n Jack it was a 

disaster.  He watched in alarm as the weather became worse and the ice sheet grew larger 

and thicker over York River.  Instead of gradually becoming warmer and the ice melting, 

the weather grew colder and the ice completely covered the river.  It would be days, maybe 

a week before the weather would change and the river open again.  The day arrived for his 

anticipated trip, and Cap’n Jack realized that his dream and plans were not going to 

happen, that the Masonic convention would take place as planned in Richmond, but he and 

Ancestors of John S. Hopewell’s Mother  

  John Henry Nye, Sr. 

  b. Jun 1836 in England, m. Dec 28, 1865, d. 1914 

 John Henry Nye, Jr. 

 b. Mar 31, 1868, m. 1905, d. Apr 5, 1956 

   Thomas R. Rilee 

   b. 1805 

  Sarah Euphamy Rilee 

  b. Nov 12, 1843, d. Sep 1, 1922 

    

   Susan E. Lambert 

Ruby Nye 

b. Jul 7, 1908, m. Harry Stanley Hopewell, d. May 16, 1975 

   Alexander Emerson 

   b. 1817 in MD, d. 1892 

  Charles Edgar Emerson 

  b. 1847 in Lancaster Co., PA, m. Oct 6, 1878, d. 1922 

   Elizabeth Wonderly 

   b. 1821 in DE, d. Nov 17, 1871 

 Mary Emerson 

 b. Oct 1, 1884, d. Mar 24, 1971 

   [?] Leager 

    

  Ellie Leager 

  b. 1861 in Caroline Co., MD 

   Mary Catherine [?] 

   b. 1839 in Caroline Co., MD 

   William Nye 

    

    

   Sarah Renolds 

Cap’n Jack and General Taliaferro  
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General Taliaferro would not be there.  The cold weather and ice on the river would prevent 

them from going anywhere.  Looking long and hard at the massive sheet of ice stretching 

across York River, he sat down in a chair and burst into tears, with great sobs shaking his 

body.  Although an adult, in his disappointment he cried unashamedly like a child. The 

family had never seen a display of emotion like this; and for years afterward; they told the 

story with both sadness and a smile. 

When I was about ten years old, I was invited to the home of General Taliaferro’s 

daughter, “Miss Neena,” to play with a grandnephew visiting from Norfolk and to have 

lunch in the dining room overlooking North River.  Although she was the youngest of the 

General’s several children, she was by then a very old woman, crippled with arthritis and 

confined to a wheelchair.  One of the “Grand Dames” of Gloucester County in years past, 

she had helped to found the local King’s Daughters Chapter and the Woman’s Club and 

was a faithful member of Ware Church.  Mother carefully instructed me to be on my very 

best behavior while visiting and to be polite to Miss Neena who was quite the proper 

person.  Her nephew and I had a wonderful day together making up games to play, running 

around the huge front lawn that stretched down to the river, climbing up the abandoned 

water windmill, and inspecting the chickens and ducks that wandered about the property.  

When the time arrived for lunch, we washed our hands and were ushered into the presence 

of Miss Neena, already wheeled to the lunch table.  Conversation was quiet at first, with the 

usual pleasantries being exchanged.  Then she recalled for me that her father and my great-

grandfather had been good friends through the Masonic Lodge, and how both our families 

had known each other for years.  Naturally, I launched into the story I had heard about 

Cap’n Jack’s planning to go to the Masonic Meeting, the weather preventing him, and his 

bursting into tears when he could not go.  Suddenly, this very proper, old lady threw her 

head back and whooped with laughter.  It was a surprising scene I had not expected. 

“Oh, I’m glad you told me that story,” she chuckled.  “You know, the very same thing 

happened at our house.  Poppa was so anxious to go to that meeting.  When the ice froze 

over the river and he couldn’t travel, he sat down in the chair and cried like a baby!” 

Cap’n Jack and General Taliaferro  

Corrections to previous issues of FTS: 

 

Vol. 2, No. 2, p. 13 —John William Robins died on March 7, 1865.  

 

Vol. 7, No. 2, p. 29 —Mary Amanda Davis was born in 1909 and died in 1985.  
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The Nuttalls of Gloucester County, Virginia 

 

By Malcolm Hudson South 

This study traces the history of the Nuttall families 

in Gloucester County, Virginia, from the eighteenth 

century until the beginning of the year 2003.  The 

main focus is on the eighteenth and nineteenth 

centuries, with only a minimum amount of attention 

on the twentieth.  

Most of the Nuttalls who presently live in 

Gloucester descend from William Nuttall (May 3, 1810 -

December 3, 1878) and Emily Ann Haynes (June 30, 

1816-April 9, 1889).  Although the facts about the 

descendants of William Nuttall are fairly well estab -

lished to a large degree, the identities of his mother 

and father have never been established.  The identity 

of William Nuttall’s father will not be clearly deter-

mined unless some new information comes to light, 

but an attempt to draw some reasonable conclusions 

from the current information can be made.  Part of the 

aim of this study is to evaluate who his father might 

have been. 

An excellent guide to the Nuttall families in 

Gloucester County, Virginia, from the eighteenth 

century until about 1850, is that by Robert W. Robins, 

a respected genealogist whose great-great-grandfather 

was William Nuttall.  The information compiled by Mr. 

Robins can be found at the Library of Virginia under 

the title, Miscellaneous  Notes on the Nuttall & Related 

Families of Gloucester County, Virginia  (1969).  The 

other major guide is an unpublished compilation by J. 

Hammond Robins, Jr., The Collier, Isham, Eppes,  Figg, 

Acra, and Nuttall Families .  I owe debts to both of 

these sources, especially to the work of R.W. Robins.  

Besides these two sources, I have examined a variety of 

other sources.  R.W. Robins cites many of the sources 

documented here, but in those cases where I have 

independently examined a source used by him and do 

not rely primarily on him, I do not usually cite him.  I 

also owe debts to my mother, Mary Catherine Virginia 

Nuttall South, who at the time of my commencing the 

writing of this study in January 2003, was the only 

surviving child of Henry Lewis Nuttall (1862 -1939), the 

last child of William and Emily Nuttall.  My mother 

died on May 26, 2003.  

The present study draws upon some primary 

sources that previous discussions of the Nuttalls have 

not used.  This new material includes information 

from the William Patterson Smith Papers at Duke 

University; information from the Henry Lewis Nuttall 

Family Record; and information from censuses and 

some other primary sources.  A chronological listing of 

primary sources pertaining to the Nuttalls follows the 

bibliography.  This listing supplements those primary 

sources provided by R.W. Robins in his Miscellaneous 

Notes and the information provided by J. Hammond 

Robins, Jr., in his compilation on the Nuttalls and 

related families.  The present study also includes a 

number of secondary sources that are not found in 

earlier discussions of the Nuttalls.  

Nuttall Emigrants 

The Nuttalls emigrated to Virginia from England. 

Numerous Nuttalls came to America from the early 

seventeenth century onward.  One of the earliest 

emigrants to Virginia was a Robert Nuttall, an 

eighteen-year-old who was transported on the ship 

Primrose in July 1635 (Coldham, p. 158).  Another 

early emigrant to Virginia was John Nuttall, who 

settled in Northampton County, Virginia.  According to 

Colonial Families of the United States  (p. 194), one 

Joshua A. Ellegood is a lineal descendant of a number 

of persons in the Colonial period including “John 

Nutthall, who emigrated to Northampton County, 

Virginia, before 1643.”  This man may be the same 

person who along with several other men signed a 

document in 1652 in Northampton County to protest 

taxes that England was imposing on the people of the 

County (“Virginia under the Commonwealth,” p. 191).  

Another seventeenth-century emigrant to Virginia was 

Elizabeth Nuttall, who arrived in 1674 (Filby and 

Meyer, p. 154).  Nuttalls continued to arrive in America 

during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 

R.W. Robins states that he has found no appearance 

of the surname Nuttall in Gloucester prior to the 

middle of the eighteenth century.  He adds: “Tax and 

marriage records seem to indicate that representatives 

of the Nuttall family were perhaps first concentrated 

in Kingston Parish, Gloucester (now Mathews County), 

but later polarized toward Ware Parish, and especially 

the Ware Neck area of Gloucester County” (p. 1).  He 

points out that one James Nuttall married Sarah James 

in Lancaster County, Virginia, in May 1760 (p. 1; also 

see “Marriage Bonds in Lancaster County,” p. 177).  He 

conjectures that this may be the same James Nuttall 

who was a resident of Gloucester by 1767 (p. 1).  

My mother, Mary Catherine Virginia Nuttall, recalled 

her father saying that his ancestors came from 

England and settled in Gloucester after arriving in 

Baltimore.  I should also point out that some years ago 

I read a note or a brief article in a journal stating that 

three Nuttall brothers arrived in Gloucester from 

England and bought land in Gloucester County.  (I 

regret to state that I do not now have this note or 
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article and am unable to locate the 

exact reference to it.  I believe that it 

places the arrival of the three broth-

ers in the latter part of the eighteenth 

century or the first part of the next 

century.)  At any rate, Nuttalls were 

clearly established in the Gloucester 

area by 1770.  Other Nuttalls related 

to the Nuttalls who were living in 

Gloucester in the last part of the 

eighteenth century may have come 

from England or another part of 

Virginia or another colony a genera-

tion or so later than the earlier group.  

Nuttall descendants may be derived 

from both groups.  

To state that Nuttalls were clearly 

established in Gloucester by 1770 is 

no exaggeration; for in a tax list of 

Gloucester, 1770-1771, the following 

Nuttalls were named: George; 

Hazlum; James, Sr.; James, Jr.; Matthias; and Thomas.  

In a tax roll for 1782, the names of George, James, Sr., 

James, Jr., and Thomas are found again; and included 

also are an Iveson (or Iverson) and John, Sr.  Two of 

these men, Hazlum and Matthias, are mentioned in 

only the 1770-1771 roll (R.W. Robins, p. 4).  

Most of these Nuttalls owned land.  In the 1782 list, 

for example, George was credited with 963 acres in 

Ware Parish; John, Sr., with 190 acres in Ware; and 

James, Jr., with 99 acres in Ware and one lot in 

Botetourt Town.  Some of the Nuttalls—Thomas, 

George, Iveson, James, Sr., James, Jr., and John, Sr. —

owned slaves (Mason, vol. 1, pp. 99, 115).  

There is a good probability that in order to own 

property in 1770-1771 the men in the tax roll for those 

years were of majority age and must have been born 

before 1749 or thereabouts.  So George, Hazlum, 

James, Sr., James, Jr., Matthias, and Thomas may have 

been somewhat older than Iveson and John, Sr., 

although this may not have been the case. 

According to the genealogist W.C. Stubbs, a James 

Nuttall was the father of five children: Sarah, Iveson, 

Henry Lawson, Bartlett, and Hasalom or Hazelum 

(Stubbs, p. 2; also see R.W. Robins, pp. 1, 7).  The exact 

identity of James is uncertain, and it is not known 

when he married.  The Hazlum in the 1770-1771 tax 

list is evidently a different person than the son of 

James and must be the same person as the one whose 

name is found on a legislative petition with the date 

November 9, 1778.  But because Hazlum does not 

appear in the 1782 tax list, it seems probable that he 

either died or moved away from Gloucester between 

November 9, 1778, and the time of the list (R.W. 

Robins, p. 4).  The Iveson in the 1782 list was seem -

ingly the son of the James named by Stubbs.  But 

whereas Henry L. was born about 1777 and Hasalom 

was probably born about 1783 or 1784, Iveson must 

have been born not much later than 1762 or there-

abouts, for he was a midshipman in the Revolutionary 

Navy.  His will was probated in 1799 

(R.W. Robins, p. 7).  He must have died 

in 1799 or shortly before that year.  

As for Bartlett, no information about 

him is available.  Hasalom, Henry L., 

Bartlett, and even Iveson must have 

been members of a younger genera-

tion than the men in the 1770-1771 

tax list. 

Matthias, who is mentioned in only 

the 1770-1771 roll, and Thomas, who 

is included in the 1770-1771 and the 

1782 rolls, are not named as far as I 

can tell in other sources in the period 

after these rolls.  

The name George Nuttall is found in a 

number of references during the last 

part of the eighteenth century and the 

early part of the next century, and it is 

clear that the same person is not 

involved in all of these references.  

The George Nuttall included in the 1770-1771 and the 

1782 tax lists was probably the same person named in 

a census listing the heads of families in Gloucester 

County in 1784 (Heads of Families , p. 69).  The man in 

the census was obviously married, and there were five 

whites designated in his household.  However, he was 

apparently not the same George Nuttall who was the 

son of Charles Nuttall (d. 1805). This man, who died 

sometime before March 1821, married Susanna 

Harrison Fontaine in February 1799 (R.W. Robins, pp. 

10, 20).  He may have been the George Nuttall named 

in the 1800 tax list for Gloucester County (“Gloucester 

County, Virginia, 1800 Tax List,” p. 264).  It is unclear 

whether he is the George Nuttall designated as the 

head of a household in the 1810 federal census for 

Gloucester.  The oldest male in this household 

(evidently George himself) is between 26 and 45, and 

there are three children under 10—two males and one 

female.  (The federal censuses from 1810 through 

1840 do not provide any names except those of the 

heads of households.  Only broad age categories such 

as “Under 10” or “10 -15” are given, and no head of a 

household is specifically placed by name in an age 

category.  Although a child in a household is not 

necessarily a son or a daughter of the head of the 

household, this is usually the case.)  

A John Nuttall who served in the Revolutionary 

Navy (R.W. Robins, p. 2) may be the John Nuttall found 

in the 1782 roll.  He apparently may be the John, Sr., 

included in Gloucester County, Land Tax Book, 1787, 

Book B (R.W. Robins, p. 9).  A John Nuttall who is 

named in the 1810 federal census for Gloucester could 

possibly be the John Nuttall in the 1782 list.  The age 

of the older of two white males falls into the column, 

45 and over, and could be acceptable; but no definite 

evidence supports such a conclusion. 

At first glance, one would assume that James, Sr., 

and James, Jr., were father and son; but during the 

Colonial period, the designations “Sr.” and “Jr.” could 
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be used to distinguish between the older and the 

younger members of a family, as with an uncle and a 

nephew.  Unfortunately, we cannot determine the exact 

familial relationship between the two men.  

We do have a fair amount of information about 

James, Jr.  He married Ann Lewis between October 20, 

1777, and October 20, 1778 (“Gloucester County 

Marriage Licenses, 1777 -1778,” p. 57).  (One is tempted 

to wonder whether the middle name “Lewis” given to 

my grandfather may have had a connection with the 

maiden name of Ann.)  In 1778 the name of James, Jr., 

appeared on a legislative petition dated November 9 

(R.W. Robins, p. 9).  In May 1779, he and several other 

men were empowered to seal and deliver a deed or 

deeds for the conveyance of a fee simple estate and 

inheritance of a tract of land purchased by one John 

Fox to the said Fox (Hening, vol. 13, p. 121).  He also 

served on a jury in August 1779 to determine whether 

the lands and possessions of Robert Bristow, deceased, 

in Gloucester County should be escheated--that is, 

returned to the state (Virginia Executive Papers. 

Selected Items, p. 198).  His name is found in a census 

listing the heads of families in Gloucester County in 

1784 (Heads of Families , p. 69), where four whites are 

listed in his household.  Two of them may have been 

children.  

A more detailed analysis of the possible identity of 

the James Nuttall named by Stubbs as the father of 

Iveson, Henry L. (Lawson), Hasalom, Bartlett, and Sarah 

needs to be done here before moving on.  Trying to 

sort out his identity is crucial to understanding certain 

conclusions that will be drawn about Henry Lawson 

and Hasalom.  

To begin with, it must be admitted that no final 

determination of the identity of James Nuttall seems 

possible with the information now available; but some 

educated guesses can be made.  With Stubbs in mind, 

R.W. Robins (p. 1) is inclined to think that a James 

Nuttall living in Gloucester in 1767 may have been the 

father of Henry L. and the four other children desig-

nated by Stubbs.  This man may have been the James 

Nuttall who married Sarah James in 1760 in Lancaster 

County.  A census done in Ware Parish in 1783 in-

cludes one James Nuttells and lists three whites in his 

household (Heads of Families , p. 53). If this is the 

James Nuttall who is said to be the father of Henry L., 

Hasalom, Bartlett, Iveson, and Sarah, the number of 

persons in the household does not seem to be 

consistent with what might be expected because only 

one child seems to be listed. If just one child is listed, 

there is a possibility that by the year 1783 the only 

child in the household would be Henry L., who was 

born about 1777.  Hasalom was probably born some -

time around 1783 or 1784 and may not have been 

listed; and by 1783 it seems likely that Iveson may not 

have been living at home. In addition, because we do 

not have any specific information about Bartlett and 

very little about Sarah (except that she married a man 

named Hewitt), we are uncertain whether they would 

have been in the household at that time.  So the 

information that the census seems to suggest does not 

necessarily disprove that this James Nuttall is not the 

one discussed by Stubbs.  

Could either James, Sr., or James, Jr., be the James 

Nuttall described by Stubbs?  It appears that these two 

men were consistently distinguished by the suffixes Jr. 

and Sr. and that the James Nuttall mentioned by 

Stubbs was another person than either of these men.  

Of course, if James, Jr., was actually the son of James, 

Sr., then the former could not be the James Nuttall 

who was the father of Henry L. and his siblings.  One 

might wonder whether James, Jr., might be the father, 

but this is not possible unless he was married prior to 

his marriage to Ann Lewis between October 20, 1777, 

and October 20, 1778.  After all, Iveson was definitely 

born much earlier than the time of this marriage, and 

Henry L. was apparently born shortly ahead of it. It is 

possible that James, Sr., could have been the father of 

Henry L. and his siblings, but no conclusive informa -

tion seems to prove or disprove the possibility.  All 

considered, it would seem that the James Nuttall iden-

tified by Stubbs was the man who was living in 

Gloucester by 1767 and that he probably came from 

Lancaster County. 

What other Nuttalls besides those who have already 

been discussed were in Gloucester during the last part 

of the eighteenth century and during the early part of 

the nineteenth century?  According to Stubbs, a 

Charles Nuttall who died before 1796 fathered four 

children: Ann, William, John, and Charles.  (For infor-

mation about these children, see Stubbs, p. 3, and R. 

W. Robins, pp. 8, 20).  The facts about Ann, William, 

and John are sketchy. Ann married John Boswell; the 

family later left Gloucester and moved to North 

Carolina. Little is known about William except that he 

served in the Revolutionary Army.  It is known that 

John had two children, Ann and John, and that he 

eventually moved to North Carolina and acquired 

“considerable wealth” (quoted by R. W. Robins, p. 8).  

Charles, who died in 1805, was married twice, first to 

Elizabeth (New?) and then to Betty Carter Fontaine (nee 

Churchill).  There were two children by the first 

marriage: George (discussed earlier) and Nancy. And 

one child by the second marriage is known, Charles 

Churchill (b. March 3, 1800).  

In addition to these Nuttalls, there was Charles 

Scott, who was married to Frances, a daughter of John 

Figg III.  Charles Scott died in 1837 (J. Hammond 

Robins, Jr., Entry on Charles Scott Nuttall).  His name 

appears with some frequency in Gloucester records in 

the early part of the nineteenth century (see Gloucester 

County, Land Book, 1825-1830; R.W. Robins, p. 10).  

Four other Nuttalls are listed as heads of households 

in the first complete federal census (the 1810 census): 

George, John, James, and Henry L.  

William Nuttall’s Parents 

Before the possible identity of William Nuttall’s 

father is discussed, some specific information about 

him and his family will be useful.  As pointed out 

earlier, he was born on May 3, 1810; and his wife, 
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Emily Ann Haynes, was born on June 30, 1816. Records 

clearly show that William and Emily had at least five 

children: James Knox Polk (September 30, 1845 -

September 15, 1923); Mary Virginia Ann (January 24, 

1848-February 21, 1938); Rosetta (b. circa 1851); 

Pinkey (September 18, 1855-May 28, 1903); and Henry 

Lewis (August 16, 1862 -February 18, 1939).  The 1850 

federal census, the first one that identifies all individu-

als by their names and gives a person’s sex, age, place 

of birth, occupation (if any), and the monetary value of 

any “real property” owned by the person, provides the 

first clear information about William’s household.  In 

the 1850 listing, the members include William himself 

(age 40), Emily (age 33), James K.P. (age 4), Mary A. (age 

2), Franklin (age 16), and Emily A. (age 4 months).  

Gloucester is given as the place of birth of all of these 

persons. Franklin may have been a son, although no 

family records or other records include him as one of 

William’s children.  He is not named in the 1860 

census, but by that time he would probably not have 

been living at home.  Or maybe he had died.  One 

would think that Emily A. must have been a daughter, 

but she does not appear in the 1860 census. Perhaps 

this was an omission or she had died. Rosa C. is listed 

in the 1860 census.  It also includes a Salome (Sally?), 

whose age is given as 7; and although she would also 

seem to be a daughter, this has not been determined. 

William may have established his own household 

before 1840, for a William Nuttall is named as the head 

of a household in the census for that year.  There are 

four members of this household.  The older of the two 

males in the entry falls into the 30-40 category—this 

would be right for someone born in 1810.  Moreover, 

the older of the two females is listed as being between 

20-30—again the right age 

to fit Emily’s age. The two 

children are under 5.  

Although no specific 

evidence states that the 

William Nuttall born in 

1810 had a child prior to 

James Knox Polk, who was 

born in 1845, the records 

could be incomplete.  If 

the Franklin named in the 

1850 census was a son, 

then he could be the male 

child listed in the 1840 

census.  No female over 

10 is found in William 

Nuttall’s household in the 

1850 census. Perhaps a 

daughter was born before 

1840 but did not survive 

long enough to be listed in the next census.  The 

details in the entry for 1840 seem to fit William and 

his family, but it is not fully clear that he is the person 

listed.   

The discussion will now seek to examine who might 

have been William’s father. One of the following 

persons was probably the father: a George Nuttall 

(listed in the 1810 census), a James Nuttall  (listed in 

the 1810 and the 1820 censuses), a John Nuttall, Henry 

Lawson Nuttall, or Hasalom Nuttall . 

The George Nuttall named in the 1810 census could 

be the son of Charles Nuttall (d. 1805), but some other 

George Nuttall could be involved.  At any rate, there is 

at least the possibility that the person in the entry 

could be William’s father, although the possibility does 

not seem strong.  The entry lists two males under 10, 

and one of them could conceivably be William if he 

was born before the census was conducted that year.  

The 1820 census for Gloucester does not name a 

George Nuttall, and one is inclined to believe that he 

had died or had moved away.  The census information, 

then, does not preclude George Nuttall as the father, 

but it does not give much support to the possibility 

that William was his son.   

William’s father might be the James Nuttall  named 

in the 1810 and the 1820 censuses.  Who was this 

man?  He was certainly not James, Sr., or James, Jr., 

who if they were still alive by 1810 would have been 

much older than 45.  (The oldest male in the 1810 

entry—evidently James himself—is placed in the age 

category 26-45.)  It is possible that the man in the 

entry may have been a James Nuttall who was the 

father of a son also named James.  The son is known 

to have married Mary Figg, a daughter of John Figg III 

(d. 1815/ 1816).  The marriage date of the younger 

James Nuttall is not known exactly, but the marriage 

certainly occurred after 1810.  So he was not the 

person named as the head of the household in the 

census taken that year.  That his father was also 

named James is made clear from 1829 and 1830 

listings in Gloucester 

County, Land Book, 1825-

1830.  Of course, if the 

elder James was William’s 

father, then William and 

the younger James were 

brothers.  It is interesting 

to note that in 1841 

William and James Nuttall 

were listed in the 

Gloucester County 

Personal Property Book as 

having property together 

(R.W. Robins, p. 11).  

However, it must be 

admitted that the exact 

identity of the James 

Nuttall in the 1810 and 

the 1820 censuses 

remains uncertain.   

The entry concerning James Nuttall in the 1810 

census lists three white males under 10.  One of them 

could be William if he was born before the census was 

conducted that year.  The James Nuttall named in the 

1820 federal census for Gloucester was evidently the 

same person as the one in the previous census.  The 
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oldest white male (this must be James) is designated as 

being between 26-44.  There are five other white males: 

two under 10; two between 10-15; and one between 16-

25. William could be one of the males in the 10-15 

category.  This possibility cannot be tracked to the 

1830 census because no James Nuttall appears in that 

census for Gloucester.  

A John Nuttall—either the one in the 1810 federal 

census or another John Nuttall—could be William’s 

father.  The identity of the one included in the 1810 

census is uncertain. It was pointed out earlier that this 

person could be the John Nuttall found in the 1782 tax 

list because the oldest male in the 1810 entry falls into 

the category 45 and over.  Although this entry does 

not include a white male under 10, there is still the 

possibility that this John Nuttall could be William’s 

father if the census was conducted before William’s 

birth in May 1810.  One cannot attempt to track this 

possibility by examining the 1820, 1830, and 1840 

censuses because no John Nuttall is named in 

Gloucester.  

Another matter that concerns a John Nuttall bears 

scrutiny. In June 1840, one William Nuttall made a 

motion concerning the estate of a John Nuttall recently 

deceased.  The Sheriff of Gloucester County was 

ordered to “take possession of the Estate of John 

Nuttall Decd and administer the same according to law 

it appearing to the Court that the said Nuttall has been 

dead more than three months and no person having 

applied for administration of the same” (see R.W. 

Robins, p. 11). Of course, there is no proof that the 

William mentioned here was the one born in May 1810; 

but the probability should not be ignored.  If the John 

named here was the father of the person making the 

motion as its tenor may seem to suggest, the John 

Nuttall in the 1782 tax list could have been his father.  

By 1840 he admittedly would have been very old—at 

least 75 and perhaps even over 80. Of course, the 

motion could have been made in connection with a 

brother or some other close relative.  Yet the associa-

tion of John Nuttall and William Nuttall in this context 

does allow for the possibility that in 1840 the William 

Nuttall born in 1810 made this motion and that his 

father may have been a John Nuttall.  

Henry Lawson Nuttall has already been discussed in 

this study at some length. Indeed, a considerable body 

of material, much of it already documented by R.W. 

Robins, is available about him.  Without a doubt, he 

must have been a person of some significance in 

Gloucester during the first few decades of the nine-

teenth century.  He was a Justice of the Peace in the 

County as early as 1818 (R.W. Robins, p. 5). In 1828 he 

became Sheriff of the County (R. W. Robins, p. 7), and 

in 1829 he along with another man also served in that 

capacity (Elizabeth Saunders Blair Stubbs, p. 65).  

During much of his life, he was apparently very well-

to-do.  He owned a great deal of land in Ware Neck (for 

a full account of his holdings, see Montague, pp. 78, 

83-86). In 1820 he sold land in Ware Neck for which he 

received $4500--quite a substantial sum at that time 

(Gloucester County, Deed Book I, January 1, 1820 

[Renewed in 1867]).  In the 1820 federal census for 

Gloucester, he is listed as owning approximately 22 

slaves.  His name is associated with numerous mone -

tary transactions.  For instance, in May 1823, an 

account book lists him as owing $258.99 in connection 

with his administration of the estate of Francis 

Thornton (“Original List of Notes due to Thomas 

Smith,” May 6, 1823, p. 25, William Patterson Smith 

Papers, Box 18).  In 1826 he is listed as owing 

$2001.08 to Thomas Smith (“Sundry Notes Due to 

Thomas Smith,” 1826, William Patterson Smith Papers, 

Box 17).     

Despite the considerable number of contemporary 

references to Henry L., relatively little is known about 

his own family and his personal life.  He was appar -

ently married two times, first to an Elizabeth C. 

(maiden name unknown) and then to a Sarah (maiden 

name also unknown).  It is known that Elizabeth was 

his wife in 1820 (see Gloucester County, Deed Book I, 

January 1, 1820 [Renewed in 1867]); and if he was 

William’s father, she was evidently his mother.  Census 

information seems to indicate that he had several 

children.  As previously pointed out, he was apparently 

born about 1777. According to Ludwell Montague (p. 

86), he died in 1846; but Montague does not specifi -

cally document this statement. He evidently bases it on 

the fact that the name of Henry L. appears in 

Gloucester County, Land Books, for a number of years 

until 1846. In 1847 “Nuttall Sarah” replaces his name 

(Gloucester County, Land Book, 1844-1848). One would 

naturally assume that Henry L. had died and that the 

property had been put into his wife’s name. Yet in the 

1850 census for Gloucester, Henry L. Nuttall is listed 

(age 73) in the household of Charles C. Duval. His 

occupation is designated as “None,” and Gloucester is 

given as his place of birth.  This has to be the Henry L. 

Nuttall who is being discussed here. Beyond the fact 

that no other person with the same name is known to 

have lived in Gloucester County in this time period, the 

age (73) is right. Why would Henry L. be living in the 

household of Charles Duval?  An obvious explanation 

is that he was unable to maintain his own household 

because of illness (perhaps Sarah was also ill or was no 

longer alive) and was living with a friend. Could 

Duval’s wife (her age was given as 30) have been 

Henry’s daughter?  The answer to this question has not 

been determined so far. Moreover, the reason why the 

property was no longer listed in the name of Henry L. 

Nuttall after 1846 could simply be that he was men-

tally and/or physically incompetent to handle his 

affairs.  No entry on Henry L. appears in the 1860 

census; he must have died sometime between the 1850 

census and the next one. 

One other matter needs clarification. Entries in 

Gloucester County Land Books, from 1830 through 

1846, separately list both “Nuttall Henry L.” and 

“Nuttall Henry L. Shff” as owning land. The land owned 

by “Nuttall Henry L.” consisted of hundreds of acres 

11 miles to the east of the Court House—that is, in 
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Ware Neck. On the other hand, the land charged to 

“Nuttall Henry L. Shff” (listed as 20 acres beginning in 

1831) was 10 miles to the northwest of the Court 

House—evidently not in Ware Neck (Gloucester 

County, Land Book, 1825-1830).  One might conclude 

that two separate persons with the name of Henry L. 

Nuttall are involved, but this is evidently not the case. 

In the 1830 listing under the letter “N,” three con-

nected entries charge “Nuttall Henry L.” with 240, 94 

½, and 120 acres in Ware Neck; several other names 

with accompanying information follow; then his name 

appears again, in connection with 175 acres in Ware 

Neck. Directly under the second appearance of his 

name, the words, “ditto Shff,” are found in reference to 

some other land (Gloucester County, Land Book, 1825-

1830).  This notation seems to show that Henry L. 

Nuttall and Henry L. Nuttall Shff were the same 

person.  It should be emphasized that Henry L. did not 

become Sheriff until 1828.  Before the 20 acres were 

conveyed to him, all the land that he owned had 

simply been put under his name without any other 

designation. This land was still listed as such after the 

20 acres had been purchased, but the 20 acres were 

eventually put under his name with the designation 

“Shff.”  Additional evidence that only one Henry L. 

Nuttall lived in Gloucester during this time is shown by 

the censuses, which never list two persons with this 

name in the same census. 

Census information allows for the possibility that 

Henry L. might have been William’s father.  The entry 

on Henry L. in the 1810 census for Gloucester does not 

list a white male under 10, but once again the point 

should be made that William would not have been 

entered into that census if it was conducted before his 

birth. In the 1820 census, the entry on Henry L. has 

one white male between 10-15 (this could fit William’s 

age); and in the next census, a white male between 20-

30 is listed (once again the age category could fit in 

regard to William).  The 1840 census does not have a 

white male in the 30-40 category in the Henry L. 

Nuttall household, but by that time a male of that age 

would probably not have been still living there.  (As 

pointed out earlier, a William is named as the head of a 

household in this census; and this could be the William 

Nuttall born in 1810.)  By the way, the oldest white 

male in the household of Henry L. (undoubtedly Henry 

L. himself) is put into the category, 60 -70; and this age 

span is consistent with the probable date of the birth 

of Henry L. (about 1777).  Although the census infor -

mation of course does not conclusively prove that 

Henry L. was William’s father, the information does 

indicate a strong possibility for such a conclusion.  

A subject area that deserves at least some notice 

but provides no definite proof about previous ances-

tors is the repeated use of names. If Henry L. was 

William’s father, might William’s second son (Henry 

Lewis) have been given the first name of Henry 

because his father’s first name was that?  The middle 

name of course is different—Lewis rather than Lawson. 

Moreover, the name of William’s first son—James—is 

the same as the first name of Henry Lawson’s father. 

Admittedly, the repetition of family names unless they 

are strikingly unusual is no more than suggestive.  

The other person who could possibly be William’s 

father might be Hasalom or Hazelum. A considerable 

number of contemporary references to him can also be 

found (see R.W. Robins, pp. 3, 9 -11). Like his brother 

Henry L., he must have been a person of some influ -

ence in Gloucester. He owned “Pigg Hill,” an estate 

bordering the Ware River-- approximately four miles 

from Gloucester Court House (R. W. Robins, p. 3). The 

Gloucester County, Land Tax Book, 1823, states that he 

has 253 acres (R.W. Robins, pp. 3, 10); and in later 

Land Books, approximately 280 acres are credited to 

him over two decades. He is listed as having 13 slaves 

in the 1820 census. Now and then a monetary transac-

tion is connected with his name.  For instance, in an 

account book, he is named as owing $184.38 on May 

10, 1823, but is credited with paying $ 84 on May 13 

(“Original List of Notes due to Thomas Smith,” May 10 

and May 13, 1823, p. 25, William Patterson Smith 

Papers, Box 18). In the entry for Hasalom Nuttall in the 

1840 census, he would evidently be the person put 

into the age category of 50-60.  It seems that an 

Absalom Nuttall listed in the 1850 federal census must 

be Hasalom, for the name Absalom would appear to be 

a mistake for Hasalom.  The age of the man in this 

entry is given as 66—a figure that corresponds to the 

probable date of Hasalom’s birth.  The oldest female is 

42; so she would be too young to be William’s mother. 

She could be Hasalom’s wife or possibly his daughter. 

There are two females (ages 9 and 7) and one male (age 

9). According to R.W. Robins (p. 13), Hasalom probably 

died about 1854. 

Information from the 1820 census could support 

the possibility that William might have been Hasalom’s 

son because one white male appears in the age 

category under 10 for Hasalom’s household.  However, 

in the next census no white male falls into the 

categories 15-20 and 20-30. Perhaps this could be an 

omission.  All considered, however, the census 

information in regard to Hasalom does not lend any 

real credence to the possibility that Hasalom could be 

William’s father.  Nor does there appear to be any 

other evidence to support Hasalom as the father.  

Nevertheless, the lack of any suggestive information 

should not be taken to indicate that William could not 

be his son.   

Out of the group of best candidates for the father 

of William Nuttall, three stand out: James, John, and 

Henry L.  James somehow seems more probable than 

John, who remains a very vague figure.  The 1840 

motion connecting a William and a John Nuttall is 

quite suggestive but is admittedly not much more than 

that.  The census information concerning James is 

clearer than with John; but James’s exact identity 

remains something of a puzzle, although that in itself 

should not preclude accepting him as the father.  As 

stated earlier, a final determination cannot be made 

about the identity of the father.  But my own choice 
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gives Henry L. a decided edge because the census 

information is supportive, because his identity has 

been clearly established, and because his life span has 

been established with fair certainty and he would have 

had time to marry and to have a child by 1810.  

The identity of William’s mother is even more 

uncertain than that of his father.  The wife of the John 

Nuttall who could have possibly been the father is 

unknown, and the same is true in the case of James 

Nuttall.  As already mentioned, the mother would have 

been Elizabeth C. if William was the son of Henry L.  

What other Nuttalls besides those already enumer-

ated were in Gloucester during the first half of the 

nineteenth century?  Some of the descendants of 

Charles (d. before 1796) have been discussed.  In 

addition, the Nuttalls in the 1810 and 1820 censuses 

have been given attention, and; besides Hasalom and 

Henry L. in the 1830 census, the only other Nuttalls 

who are listed are Elizabeth and Charles S.  Her iden-

tity remains unclear, but she was probably a widow of 

a Nuttall.  There are no white males in the household. 

The oldest woman falls into the 40-50 span; three 

other white females are listed: one under 5, one 

between 10-15; and one between 15-20. As stated 

previously, Charles S. (Scott) married Frances, a 

daughter of John Figg III.  Emily Margaret (b. October 

27, 1827) was Charles Scott’s daughter; she married 

John Hills Acra on January 31, 1849; and there were 

eleven children as a result of this union (J. Hammond 

Robins, Jr., Entry on John Hills Acra).  It has also been 

pointed out that Mary, another daughter of John Figg 

III, married James Nuttall.  A son named Edward E. was 

born to them about 1844 (Hunt, p. 57).  He married 

Frances Ann Hudgins on May 18, 1865.  Then, as a 

widower, he married Maria E. Roten on January 22, 

1871(Hunt, p. 57).  (Several current Gloucester 

residents, William S. Nuttall, his two sisters, and their 

descendants, appear to be lineal descendants of 

Edward E.  According to a family Bible belonging to 

William S., an Edward Nuttall was the father of Samuel 

Booker [1880-1955].  Samuel was the father of Olan 

Curtis Nuttall [d. May 2001], and Olan was the father 

of William S. and his sisters.)  

An Iveson Nuttall is mentioned in a number of 

references during the first half of the nineteenth 

century.  R.W. Robins cites a reference to him as being 

a drummer in Captain Baytop’s Company, Gloucester 

Artillery, 1828 (p. 7). He was probably the Iveson 

Nuttall named in the 1840 federal census for 

Gloucester.  His age is given as being between 20 -30.  

No other male in his household is listed; there are 

three females: two under 5, one between 5-10, and one 

between 20-30.  This must be the same man who 

married Lucy Bristow and was the father of three 

children listed by Hunt in Marriages of  Gloucester 

County.  One child was Mary E., who was born about 

1837 or 1838 and married William Shackleford on 

January 28, 1858 (Hunt, p. 22).  Another was Sarah 

Lewis, whose age is given as 22; she married Robert 

Hudgin on October 15, 1871 (Hunt, p. 59). A third was 

Richard L., whose age is listed as 22; he and Betty 

Brown of Middlesex County were married on March 14, 

1872 (Hunt, p. 62).  A death record states that he died 

in 1876 (R. W. Robins, p. 12).  A fourth child, Cordelia, 

is named in the 1850 census, and she was apparently 

another daughter.   

The 1850 census has entries on thirteen other 

Nuttalls besides Henry L., Hasalom and his family, and 

William and his family.  The thirteen other Nuttalls 

with their ages and household numbers are: Mary (age 

39), John L. (age 22), and Mary E. (age 10) in Household 

19; Lucy (age 35), Cordelia T. (age 12), Mary C. (age 10), 

Sarah L. (age 8), and Richard L. (age 4) in Household 20 

(members of Iveson Nuttall’s family); Frances (age 28) 

in Household 67; John or perhaps Joseph (age 19) in 

Household 486; Edward (age 23) in Household 510; 

and John (age 21) and Eliz. (age 11) in Household 1003. 

The last two persons are also apparently the same 

ones listed in Household 208.  

Descendants of William Nuttall 

This study identifies the children of William 

Nuttall’s children, but it does not attempt to trace his 

other descendants.  In addition, it identifies the 

children of the Iveson Nuttall who lived during the 

first part of the nineteenth century, and it traces the 

lines of descent from Edward Nuttall, the son of James 

and Mary Figg Nuttall.  Beyond that, no attempt has 

been made to trace the lines of descent from other 

Nuttalls who lived in Gloucester.  

Before William Nuttall’s children and their children 

are discussed, an overview of the economic status of 

Gloucester Nuttalls in the middle of the nineteenth 

century will help show how they were faring at that 

time.  Whereas most of the Nuttalls listed in the 1770 -

1771 and the 1782 tax lists were evidently fairly 

prosperous, this did not seem to remain the case with 

almost all of the other Nuttalls during the first half of 

the nineteenth century.  Henry L. and Hasalom were 

obvious exceptions to this latter statement. Charles S. 

Nuttall may have been moderately well-to-do, although 

his financial situation is not fully clear. In Gloucester 

County Land Books, the 1830 listing assigns the value 

of $304 to a tract of land owned by him 

In the 1850 census, Hasalom and William are the 

only Nuttalls who own “real property” (Hasalom’s 

valued at $5000 and William’s at $250). The amount 

owned by William does seem small--at least in com-

parison to values today.  But most free heads of 

families at that time did not have any “real property,” 

and “small” farmers usually had only about $300 in 

property.  (See Rilee, Introduction to The 1850 Census 

of the 4,952 Free Inhabitants of Gloucester County , p. 

ii.)  One should also realize that William was still a 

fairly young man and was undoubtedly just beginning 

to establish himself.  

Henry L. is not listed as owning “real property,” but 

by that time his land had been sold off.  That the 

thirteen other Nuttalls have no “real property” may not 

seem too surprising if one considers the circumstances 

closely.  None of the households in which these 
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thirteen Nuttalls lived was headed by someone who 

might be described as an “older” person—the kind of 

person who could have had time to accrue some finan-

cial resources.  The oldest person in this group of 

thirteen Nuttalls (Mary in Household 19) was 39; she 

seems to be the head of the household; there were two 

other persons, a male of 22 (John L.) and a child of 10 

(Mary E.).  The oldest male among the thirteen Nuttalls 

(Edward) was only 23, and he was in the household of 

the Cooke family.  A female of 28 (Frances) was also 

living in the household of another family; and the 

same is true of John (Joseph?), who was 19. Lucy 

Bristow Nuttall, the head of Household 20, was 35; the 

four children listed with her ranged from age 12 to 4.  

The last two Nuttalls in this group (John and Eliz.) 

were respectively 21 and 11 and may have been a 

brother and a sister who had lost their parents (R.W. 

Robins, p. 11). During this time, then, six of the 

persons in this group of thirteen Nuttalls were young 

children.  Three Nuttalls were in households of other 

families; and in the other cases, the heads of house -

holds were relatively young. Indeed, at the time of the 

1850 census, the only head of a Nuttall household who 

was of “advanced years” was Hasalom. For the most 

part, there were no older Nuttalls to help provide 

greater financial stability. In the next decade the Civil 

War would cause the Nuttalls and most other Southern 

families much hardship. Financial difficulties and 

other problems growing out of the war would continue 

for decades. 

Through the use of census information, family 

records, and other sources, most of the descendants of 

William Nuttall’s sons James Knox Polk and Henry 

Lewis can be traced clearly, and the same is true for 

the most part about the descendants of his daughter 

Mary Virginia Ann.  There is also clear information 

about the descendants of Pinkey, but this writer does 

not know whether Rosetta or Rosa had any children.  

James Knox Polk joined the Confederate army in 

1861 soon after turning 16 and fought bravely in 

numerous skirmishes and battles until his capture in 

June 1864.  After his release, he returned home to find 

his family in serious economic plight (James Knox Polk 

Nuttall, “Civil War Experiences Written by a Veteran,” 

Glo-Quips, Vol. 6, no. 13, June 30, 1965, no pagination).  

In December 1870 James married Frances Elizabeth 

Acra (October 27, 1851-January 7, 1918).  They had a 

total of twelve children: Nora Lee (October 7, 1871 -

November 9, 1907); John William (b. February 20, 

1873); James Madison (February 20, 1875 -December 

27, 1955); Edwin Ferdinand (b. April 12, 1876); Albion 

Alvin (January 7, 1879-May 16, 1956); Charles Franklin 

(July 31, 1880 -December 15, 1899); Maggie Acra (July 

17, 1882-January 3, 1886); Grover Cleveland (March 19, 

1884-January 6, 1886); Harry Taliaferro (b. January 6, 

1886); Luther Monroe (February 18, 1888-April 11, 

1984); Fannie Floyd (b. April 24, 1891); and Mary Emily 

(March 24, 1893 -March 15, 1963).  (For information 

about the children of James and Frances and about 

some of their other descendants, see J. Hammond 

Robins, Jr.)  Nora Lee had five children; John William, 

five; James Madison, seven; Edwin Ferdinand, five; 

Albion Alvin, three; Harry, four; Luther Monroe, four; 

Fannie Floyd, one; and Mary Emily, one.  

Mary Virginia Ann, who was apparently the first 

daughter of William and Emily, married Richard Sears 

(1844-1912) in 1867.  It is clear that they had at least 

eight children; there may have been ten born.  The 

eight children whose names are now known were the 

following: Sarah Jane (August 17, 1869 -October 1918) ; 

Mary E. (1871 -1886); Minnie (b. September 18, 1875); 

Robert L. (b. July 18, 1876); William (b. January 1888); 

John Sears (July 1883-1953); Richard B. Sears (b. 

January 1, 1886); and Jimmie W. (b. August 1898 -died 

before the 1900 census).  (For information about the 

children of Mary and Richard Sears and some of their 

other descendants, see Mary Jane Goodsell, Sheet 

concerning Richard Sears and Mary Virginia Nuttall 

Sears and some of their descendants [No specific title 

given].) 

Some of the facts about Rosetta Nuttall, who was 

apparently the second daughter, are vague.  She was 

evidently the Rosa C. listed in the 1860 census. Her age 

there is given as 9.  We do know that at the age of 26 

she married William Iverson of Mathews on June 13, 

1878 (Hunt, p. 89).  According to Mary Nuttall South, 

her father had a sister who lived in Mathews County.  

Mary South believed that this sister died in Mathews 

before Henry Lewis’s death and was brought to 

Gloucester and buried in Ware Neck in a burial ground 

of the Smith family.  

The daughter referred to as Pinkey (this was appar-

ently her actual name rather than a nickname, for her 

marriage certificate lists her name as Pinkey) married 

John Schissler (b. June 29, 1848) of Baltimore, and they 

made their residence there.  According to the Schissler 

Family Bible, they had eleven children: John (August 8, 

1874-August 12, 1874); John Edward (b. May 29, 1875); 

Charles Conrad (September 10, 1877); William Philip 

(b. July 7, 1879); Rosa Elizabeth (b. August 15, 1881); 

Annie (b. August 2, 1883); James Louis (b. March 11, 

1886); Harry (b. November 23, 1888); Marguerite (b. 

November 12, 1891); Richard Price (b. August 21, 

1894); and George W. (b. February 22, 1896).  Rosa 

became a resident of Gloucester after marrying Edward 

Booker Brown of Gloucester.  

Henry Lewis married Sarah Catherine Smith (August 

19, 1866-May 18, 1936). According to Mary South, her 

father and mother had fourteen children, with five of 

them dying as infants.  The children who reached 

adulthood were: John F. (d. April 16, 1924); James  

(October 17, 1887-1968); Robert Lewis (October 30, 

1889-May 30, 1941); Thomas Jefferson (September 20, 

1891-March 6, 1945); George Iverson (November 19, 

1895-March 12, 1951); Frank (June 22, 1897 -April 1, 

1967); Fred (b. April 8, 1899); Albert Milton (b. August 

31, 1902); and Mary Catherine Virginia (October 31, 

1908-May 26, 2003).  (This information is based mainly 

on the Henry Lewis Nuttall Family Record.)  John, 

James, Robert, and George each had four children; 
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Frank, three; Fred, two; and Mary, one.  Thomas, who 

never married, had no issue.  Albert married but had 

no children. 

At the present time no male descendant of Henry 

Lewis with the Nuttall name lives in Gloucester 

County.  A fairly large number of male and female 

descendants of James Knox Polk are residents, 

although only relatively few males with the Nuttall 

name remain.  As pointed out previously, the only 

current residents of Gloucester who may not be 

directly connected with the William Nuttall branch of 

the family are William S. Nuttall, his sisters, and their 

descendants.  There are descendants of Gloucester 

Nuttalls in other parts of Virginia and the United 

States.  A Nuttall family reunion was held at Beulah 

Baptist Church in Gloucester on October 29, 1994; 

approximately 104 persons attended, including those 

from New York, Georgia, Florida, and Maryland.  The 

Nuttall name itself is still borne by current Gloucester 

residents such as William S., William Wayne, Alvin 

Deal, Everett Monroe, William Thomas, and Edwin 

Rudolph.  However, most of these persons are elderly; 

and it appears that before long very few or perhaps 

no persons with the Nuttall name may remain in 

Gloucester County.   
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(Information based on primary sources—beginning in 1770 and ending in 1910. A supplement to 

the Nuttall data found in Miscellaneous Notes by R.W. Robins  and to the information provided by J. 

Hammond Robins, Jr., in The Collier, Isham, Eppes, Figg, Acra, and Nuttall Families. ) 

 

1770-1771—James Nuttall listed in Gloucester tax accounts for 1770 -1771. (Tax Accounts 1770 -1771, p. 101, 

Gloucester County, Virginia, Records Room of Circuit Court of Gloucester County.) 

1779—James Nuttall, Jr., and four other men empowered in May to assure the proper legal transfer of a 

purchase of land. Any three of them empowered to seal and deliver a deed or deeds for the conveyance of a 

fee simple estate and the inheritance of a tract of land to the purchaser. (William Waller Hening, The Statutes 

at Large  [Philadelphia, 1823], vol. 13, p. 121.)  

1779—James Nuttall, Jr., and eleven other men in Gloucester County chosen to serve on a jury in August to 

determine whether the lands and possessions of Robert Bristow, deceased, should be escheated. (Virginia 

Executive Papers, Selected Items, The Virginia Genealogist  16 [July-September 1972]: 198.)  

1810—George Nuttall, Henry L. Nuttall, John Nuttall, and James Nuttall listed in the 1810 federal census for 

Gloucester. (National Archives, Records of the Bureau of the Third Census [1810], Virginia.)  

1820s—Notes due to Thomas Smith. Charged to Hazalom Nuttall and Henry L. Nuttall. (“Original List of Notes 

due to Thomas Smith,” Box 18, William Patterson Smith Papers , Rare, Manuscript, & Special Collections 

Library, Duke University, Durham, North Carolina.) [In the 1820s Hazalom Nuttall and Henry L. Nuttall each 

were charged with more than half a dozen debits in this list.] 

1820—James Nuttall, Henry L. Nuttall, and Hasalom Nuttall listed in the 1820 federal census for Gloucester. 

(National Archives, Records of the Bureau of the Fourth Census [1820], Virginia.)  

1820—Henry N. Nuttall and seven other men in Gloucester County named as fit persons to be commissioned 

under an act of assembly to reduce into one the several acts for the relief of persons who have been injured 

by the destruction by fire of records in the Clerk’s Office. (“Gloucester County Court, June Term, 1820,” 

Calendar of Virginia State Papers and Other  Manuscripts ,” [January 1, 1808, to December 31, 1885], p. 495.) 

[The middle initial appears to be “N.” The identity of this person is uncertain, but Henry L. might be meant.]  

1826—Notes due to Thomas Smith. Charged to Henry L. Nuttall for $550.10 and $2001.08. (“Sundry Notes due 

to Thomas Smith,” 1826, William Patterson Smith Papers, Box 17, Rare, Manuscript, & Special Collections 

Library, Duke University, Durham, North Carolina.) 

1829—Henry L. Nuttall in his capacity as Sheriff of Gloucester states that a defendant has no goods or chattels 

in his jurisdiction and can not make a sum of money owed. (William Patterson Smith Papers, Box 14, Legal 

Papers, 1829-1831, Rare, Manuscript, & Special Collections Library, Duke University, Durham, North 

Carolina.) 

1831—Payments made to Henry L. Nuttall in connection with transactions concerning the settlement of a deed, 

with Thomas Smith as executor of John Lewis deed. (William Patterson Smith Papers, Box 18, Bills, Receipts, 

1827-1831, Rare, Manuscript, & Special Collections Library, Duke University, Durham, North Carolina.).  

1834—Henry L. Nuttall as “late Sheriff of Gloucester County” named in a suit against Thomas Minor. 

(Gloucester County, Virginia, Minute Book, 1833-36, Records Room of Circuit Court of Gloucester County.).  

1840—Henry L. Nuttall, Absalom [Hasalom ?] Nuttall, Iveson Nuttall, James Nuttall, William Nuttall, and Frances 

Nuttall listed in the 1840 federal census for Gloucester. (National Archives, Records of the Bureau of the 

Sixth Census [1840], Virginia.) 

1841—Henry L. Nuttall listed in the account sales of the estate of Thomas Smith as paying the sum of $7.75 for 

one brown horse. (“Account Sales of the Estate of Thomas Smith deceased,” November 1841, Box 14, Legal 

Papers, 1840-1841, William Patterson Smith Papers, Rare, Manuscript, & Special Collections Library, Duke 

University, Durham, North Carolina.) 

1850—Henry L. Nuttall (age 73) listed in the 1850 federal census for Gloucester. (National Archives, Records of 

the Bureau of the Seventh Census [1850], Virginia.) 

1861—James Knox Polk Nuttall joined Confederate forces. (James Knox Polk Nuttall, “Civil War Experiences 

Written by a Veteran,” Glo-Quips, vol. 6, no. 13 [June 30, 1966], no pagination.)  

1864—James Knox Polk Nuttall captured in June 1864. (James Knox Polk Nuttall, “Civil War Experiences Written 

by a Veteran,” Glo-Quips, vol. 6, no. 13 [June 30, 1966], no pagination.).  

1908-1910—Henry Lewis Nuttall began building his home in Ware Neck (later called Grangewood ) about 1908 

or 1910.  His family consisted of at least fourteen children, with nine of these children reaching adulthood.  
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Sawmill Families—Photo Essay 

 

Compiled by Roger C. Davis and L. Roane Hunt  

 

The life at a 1900’s sawmill camp was pretty rough and short on amenities by our 

standards of today—no electric power or running water and usually minimal housing.  You 

depended on the camp cook for meals and horses for transportation.  Mud roads, wood 

stoves and isolation were the order of the day not to mention low wages.  This picture of 

an early Borden mill site at Overall, Va., is typical of the camp crews. 

 

Borden Sawmills 

By Benjamin E. Borden, Jr. 

The first Borden sawmill came to Gloucester County Virginia in 1922.  It was situated 

in the Naxera area at a place called Turtle Neck which was owned by the Sinclair family.  

The mill was operated by steam with a crew of about ten men and sawed pine barrel staves 

and barrel heads.  The mill owner was the B.F. Borden Cooperage and Heading Company, 

LTD.  The mill manager was B.E. Borden, Sr.  

The mill machinery, including a steam engine and boiler, had come from Front Royal, 

VA.  My guess is that these came to Lee Hall by train and by horse and wagon to the mill.  

My friend, Jesse Gwyn, told me he remembered seeing the boiler pass his house on a wagon 

pulled by a team of large horses.  My father told me that the wagon and horses were owned 

by Jim Oliver, of the Coke area.  Jesse Gwyn was twelve years old at that time.  

B.E. Borden, Sr., who was twenty-four years old at that time, grew up in Front Royal, 

VA.  His father, J.L. Borden, was general manager of the stave mills and cooperage shops.  

Will Walton

 

John Phillips

 

Sawmill Camp at Overall, Va. 

B.F. Borden

 

Will Walton

 

John Phillips
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At that time there were stave mills at Front Royal, Keysville and Overall.  There were 

cooperage shops, or barrel factories as they were called, at Front Royal, Keysville, 

Manassas, and Gloucester Point.  My great-grandfather had started the business around 

1875 at Tom’s Brook, VA, and he and all his sons worked in the business.  

Even at the young age of twenty-four, sawmills, stave mills, including steam engines 

and boilers, and the making of barrels was not new to B. E. Borden, Sr.  While growing up 

and attending school at Front Royal, including Randolph Macon Academy, he worked at all 

the trades around the mill and barrel factories.  About 1919, he went out West, as he often 

mentioned, and worked the lumber camps and harvest fields in several states, but mostly 

in Montana.  Early in 1922, at his Father’s urging, he came East to join the other Bordens 

and later that year he was mill manager at the stave mill at Sinclair’s in Gloucester and the 

barrel factory at Gloucester Point. 

Stave mills produced approximately 10,000 green pine staves a day.  Each stave had to 

be sawed by a stave on the cylinder saw and then jointed, a croze formed (a “v” shaped 

groove) and stacked to dry.  Joining made the shape of a stave to give a barrel its proper 

shape when made.  A croze formed the groove at top and bottom to place the barrel head.  

These products in all the above make up what is known as slack cooperage. 

The barrel is an ancient shipping container having a shape conducive to preserve its 

contents and ease of handling by rolling and stacking.  The “tight” barrel is made by an 

entirely different segment of the cooperage industry and was used for liquids and finely 

ground products such as flour and sugar.  The pine on slack barrels, which the Bordens 

manufactured in Gloucester, were used primarily for produce and seafood.  Old records 

indicate most seafood dealers and most farmers bought the barrels. Ben Borden, Sr., often 

commented that although the market for slack barrels was good up to and throughout the 

“roaring twenties,” the demand was decreasing due to competition from bags, baskets, 

paper containers and many other shipping containers. 

A slack wooden barrel, which was produced by the Borden mills and shops, consisted 

of about 14 or 15 staves which, when used in barrel making, had to be end trimmed, a 

croze formed, and dried.  In the assembly, two wire hoops, four wood hoops, a barrel head 

plus a few small nails needed to be set up, drawn in, and tightly nailed to form a barrel 

with the proper shape or bilge.  The process was accomplished by a skilled craftsman, who 

Picture of Borden Brothers Stave Mill at New Market, VA, on Baltimore & Ohio Rail Road in 1881 

having moved from Quicksburg, VA, and formerly from Tom’s Brook, VA.  The first stave mill 

was built by B.F. Borden, Sr., & Joel S. Borden at Tom’s Brook, VA, in 1870. 
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was known as a cooper.  Coopers 

usually worked on a “piece work” 

basis and during the thirties, 

earned about five cents per barrel 

for the complete assembly. 

These barrels were sold with 

only one barrel head which really 

formed the bottom.  The top wood 

hoop was left loose to be removed 

when a square piece of burlap was 

placed on the top of the barrel full 

of potatoes or whatever and the 

wood hoop then forced down over 

and held the cover in place until 

arriving at its destination.  (See 

typical barrel on page 47.) 

Many barrels were made at the little barrel factory at Gloucester Point.  This was just 

about at the same spot where there is now a bathhouse, etc., at the Gloucester County 

Public Beach.  This barrel factory was in operation from around 1922 until it was 

completely destroyed by the wind and water of the August Storm in 1933. 

Gloucester Point was the location of much business activity during the time-frame just 

mentioned.  In addition to the barrel factory, there was the steamboat wharf, hotel, store, 

post office, several oil company offices with docks, a bank, and the Gloucester-Yorktown 

ferry dock.  Near the Point there were seafood dealers, a service station, country stores, and 

a railway including boat construction and repair. 

After the August storm in 1933, B.E. Borden, Sr., began making barrels at Bridges.  In 

1935 he moved his mill from the Piney Swamp tract, which had been purchased by his 

father, and was once a part of White Marsh Farm.  Its new location was at Bridges on the 

same property on which Bridges Store and Post Office were situated. 

At this location there was also a home place and a farm, all of which had been 

purchased by B.E. Borden, Sr., in 1929 from his father-in-law, P.E. Muse.  It was here that he 

and his wife, Ella Muse Borden, raised their boys who are B.E. Borden, Jr., William Ray 

Borden, and Carter Muse Borden.  It should also be 

noted that in 1935 B.E. Borden had purchased from the 

then B.F. Borden Lumber and Cooperage Co. Inc., the 

stave and sawmill including the barrel making 

operation. 

Barrels were made at Bridges until the early 

forties, and after that time, the demand for slack pine 

barrels was practically nil.  Lumber was sawed in the 

area until 1954 when it was discontinued until Ben 

Borden, Jr., and his son, Ben Borden, III, cleaned out 

brush and trees and set up another sawmill on the 

exact spot that Ben Borden, Sr., had placed it in 1935. 

This mill is still being operated mostly on 

weekends with pine and hardwood lumber being 

custom sawed for local customers, most of whom have 

Air-Drying Barrel Staves at Piney Swamp Mill, 

Gloucester County, VA, in 1925. 

Ella Muse Borden, 

Wife of B.E. Borden, Sr. 

About 1928 
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horses.  Therefore, most of the lumber is used for barns and fences with a few select 

hardwood boards being used by local cabinet and furniture builders. 

Ben Borden, Jr., still has some of the old stave machinery which may have been 

purchased by his great-grandfather, B. F. Borden.  The small sawing operation, which 

continues, is all that remains of any sawing by any of B.F. Borden’s descendants. There is, 

however, a retail building material operation, H.L. Borden Lumber Co., in Strasburg, VA.  

This was started in the early thirties by Harry Borden, B.F. Borden’s son, and his grandson, 

Noel Borden, continues its operation. 

It has been said that people make the difference in any business, and it can certainly 

be said with respect to the entire history of the Borden stave and sawmills, including the 

making of barrels.  From the men who cut the trees, drove the trucks, and many other 

duties from the tree to a barrel of potatoes on a steamboat bound for Baltimore, it was one 

big joint effort.  Today at Bridges, business is being conducted between third and fourth 

generations of families since Ben Borden arrived in Gloucester County in 1922.  When the 

many, many memories are heard and discussed it is always simply stated that “we did it 

together.” 

 

Dunston Sawmill 

By Betty Jean Dunston Deal 

My grandfather, Willie 

Dunston (1867-1949), had a 

sawmill in Gloucester County 

between 1900 and 1918 on 

property approximately where the 

first Wal-Mart store was built.  He 

and his family lived in a nearby 

house now owned by the Frank 

and Mary Robins family.  He had a 

crew to work the mill along with 

family members.  The area was 

then serviced by Money Post 

Office located in the vicinity of 

the famous “Mrs. Sutton’s 

Restaurant.”  That office was 

closed in 1919. 

Willie Dunston first married 

Marion Caroline Gwynn (1879-

1918), and they had six children, 

as shown in the adjacent chart.  

His second wife was Lucy 

Chandler, and they had one child, 

John Wilson Dunston.  My father, 

Beverly Eugene Dunston (1903-1989), was the third child of the first marriage.  He talked a 

great deal about the sawmill, especially how his mother did all the cooking for the crew.  

Many times, he mentioned her delicious fried chicken, butter beans and hot rolls.  Also, he 

told me that when he was very young, his mother carried him on her back while working 

because of a serious leg injury from being kicked by one of the sawmill mules.  His 

William (Willie) H. Dunston, b. Oct 30, 1867, d. 1949 

 +m. 1st Marion Caroline Gwynn, b. Nov 1879, d. Feb 21, 

1918 

Willie Lee Dunston , b. Apr 4, 1898 

 +m. Alice Chandler 

Elsie Dunston 

+ m. Russell Moore 

Marian Dunston 

 + m. John Alderman 

 Hattie Marion Dunston , b. Aug 6, 1901, d. Oct 1849 

 +m. Benjamin Franklin Oliver 

Frances Marguerite Oliver , b. Nov 12, 1935 

 + m. Benjamin Elias Borden, Jr., b. Sep 25, 1927 

Beverly Eugine Dunston , b. Sep 25, 1903, d. 1989 

 +m. Vernetta Mae Deal, b. Jan 1, 1906, d. 1984  

Betty Jean Dunston ,  

 + m. Samuel Deal 

Ruby Edna Dunston , b. Jun 1, 1905 

 +m. Oscar H. Belvin, b. 1898  

Granville Frankin Dunston , b. Dec 18, 1909  

Gwyn Dunston , b. 1911 

 +m. 2nd Lucy Silas Chandler, Jan 14, 1919, b. Sep 14, 1890  

John Wilson Dunston , b. Aug 26, 1924 

Descendants of William H. Dunston 
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shinbone was exposed and his leg badly 

infected.  He was unable to attend school 

or work in the mill for a long time.  This 

injury plagued him for more than forty 

years, and when I was born, he was in the 

Marine Hospital in Norfolk and narrowly 

missed having the leg amputated.  Finally, 

the problem was corrected with extensive 

surgery when he was about 50 years old. 

The mule’s name was Maude.  Frances 

Oliver Borden (daughter of Hattie Dunston 

Oliver), told me that the only thing her 

mother ever told her about the mill was 

that they had a mule named Maude, and 

they named her Hattie Maude after the 

mule.  She did not like that name and later 

changed her middle name to Marion.   

Willie Lee Dunston told his daughters, 

Elsie Dunston Moore and Marian Dunston 

Alderman, that his father had a small farm, along with the mill.  He vividly recalled that his 

father sent him to check on the mill one morning, and when he got there, he found that 

there had been a fire during the night.  The mill had burned to the ground.  This was, of 

course, a tragic loss which, all too soon, was eclipsed by the death of his mother, Marion, in 

1918 when she was only 38 years old.  His father was devastated and left his six children 

ranging in age from 8 to about 20.  The other three children were Ruby, Granville, and 

Gwyn (all deceased). 

John Wilson Dunston (now living in Deltaville, VA), by his second wife, told me that he 

remembered his father talking about the time he got $800.00 for a load of lumber from the 

mill that he carried to Norfolk on a schooner.  That was a great deal of money in that day.  

He returned home to pay his help and all his bills.  Both John Wilson and Marian Alderman 

remembered hearing that our grandfather worked for a time farming at Warner Hall 

Plantation in Robins Neck.  

Beverly Dunston, my 

father, left home shortly after 

his mother died and got a job 

on the “City of Norfolk” 

steamship with the Old Bay 

Line Co.  The steamer became 

his home until he married my 

mother in 1925.  Beverly was a 

collector of old items, and 

throughout his life, he talked 

about and hoped to find the 

yoke that his father used on his 

team of oxen at the sawmill.  

[Note: It appears that Beverly’s 

daughter, Betty Jean Dunston 

Deal, inherited the desire to 

Willie Dunston family in front of their home at 

Money Post Office, Gloucester, VA.  Home now 

owned by the Frank and Mary Robins family. 

Willie Dunston family and work crew in front his sawmill 

located near his home at Money Post Office. 
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collect old things from her 

father and is now the 

director of the Gloucester 

Museum of History.]  

 

Rilee Sawmill at Pinetta in 

Gloucester County, Va. 

This mill was operated 

by Zachary Rilee and William 

C. Rilee, Jr., (brothers and co-

owners) around 1900.  Both 

pictures were taken from a 

post-card provided to us by 

Phyllis Rilee Shephard.  They 

were posted to Alma Robins 

from Callie Booker in 1909 

and 1910 respectively.  

Rachel Booker Burnett was 

able to identify her uncle, 

Callie Booker, as “C” in the 

picture and possibly his sister, Vickie Booker Sadler, as “D.”  Callie Booker was listed as a 

“house carpenter” in the 1910 Gloucester census.  Kathleen Eastwood Cameron was able to 

identify her grandfather, Zachary Rilee, as “E.”  A son of Burley Booker identified his father 

as “B” and his uncle, Willard Booker, as “A” in the same picture.  Burley and Willard are 

brothers of Callie and are listed in the 1900 and 1910 censuses as farmers with their father 

Miles Booker.  The “dressy occasion” of the picture and the connection between Zachary 

Rilee and members of the Miles Booker family are not known.  In the second picture, the 

work crew in front of the cutting shed is not identified.  Notice the steam whistle next to 

the chimney stack.  It was used to mark the time of day for the work crews.  These two 

brass steam whistles were made into the lamp shown in the picture blow.  This was called a 

“mocking bird” whistle. 

 

Sawmill Whistles made 

into a Lamp. 

Work crew of the Rilee Sawmill at Pinetta. 
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Zachary Rilee and Miles Booker family in front of the Sawmill at 

Pinetta in Gloucester County, VA. 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

A — Willard Booker 

B — Burley Booker 

C — Callie Booker 

D — Vickie Booker Sadler 

E — Zachary Rilee 
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Census Record of 19th Century Lumber Business  

in Gloucester County, Virginia 

 

By L. Roane Hunt 

 

The federal census was expanded in 1850 to include the names of each person living in 

each household, and the census form included occupations of each person.  The 

occupation information has been recorded in all subsequent censuses.  Gloucester 

censuses from 1850 to 1900 have been digitized and posted on the website of the 

Gloucester Genealogical Society of Virginia.[1]  All occupations associated with the lumber 

business were identified using a simple computer search of these files, and the occupations 

for each census are tabulated in this article.   

The information presented consists of the names of each person in each occupation.  

Generally, census information is an important source used to define a proper historical 

record.  Like other sources, this information requires secondary sources to confirm its 

accuracy.  Errors in recorded occupation are possible because the association of a person 

to the lumber business may not have been his primary occupation, or his occupation may 

have simply been omitted.  Also, there is much uncertainty in the terminology used by the 

enumerator.  For example, what was the difference between a lumber dealer and merchant, 

or what was a Sawyer?  (I learned about Sawyers because of the abundance of Lawyers in 

the transcribed census records.  In old hand-written records, the capital “S” looks identical 

to capital “L.”  Therefore, additional 

information is required to distinguish 

Sawyers from Lawyers.) 

The  lumber business occupations 

prior to the Civil War are presented in 

the first table.  Much more information 

was presented for 1850 than for 1860.  

Matthew Glenn, who founded Glenn’s 

Post Office was listed in both censuses, 

and numerous lumber related 

businesses are located there currently.  

Only two names are listed in the 1860 

census as lumber getters.  Obviously, 

the 1860 enumerator did not 

distinguish between sawmill laborers 

and others. 

The census records after the Civil 

War indicated many more workers in 

the lumber business.  The 1890 census 

for Virginia was destroyed, but the Chataigne’s Virginia Directory and Business Register of 

1888/89 gives the following list of Sawmills and their locations within Gloucester County: 

Bristow, W. D., New Upton; Hibble C. B., White Marsh; Pitts, J. W., Hayes Store; Smith, M. H., 

Occupations Listed in Gloucester  

Pre-Civil-War Censuses 

1850 

Lumber Dealer Matthew Glenn 

Lumber Merchant Nelson R. Dozier  

Lumber Man Johnathan Smith 

Sawyer Reuben Robertson (B), Edmund 

Robertson (B), Robert Noggin (B), John 

Robert Webb, Charles Carter (B) 

Laborer James Jenkins, Mitchel Jenkins, Robert 

Wilson (B), Charles Pointer (B)  

 

1860 

Lumber Getter Matthew Glenn, Robert C. Walker 

Note: Race: B - Black 



Vol. 8, No. 1 37 June 2004 

Occupations Listed in Gloucester  

Post-Civil-War Censuses 

1870 

Lumber Dealer Richard C. Tinsley, Isaac J. Duer, Isaac West  

Operator Christian B. Hibble 

Superintendent William H. Goodwin 

Engineer Richard Pollard, William Leger, Thomas Dawson  

Lumber Man David R. Jones  

Sawyer Robert Staley, Andrew Crafton 

Laborer John Gregg, Edwin Hostly, Willie Riley, Peter Daniel (B), Henry Thomas (B), Isaac Thornton 

(B), Palistine Longess, Alfred Purcell, Benjamin Wormley (B), William H. Kidd (B), William 

Walker (B), Alfred Delaney (B), Calvin Chandler (B), Abram Gadlett (B), Horace Yancy (B), 

Alex Cook (B), Godfrey Chapman (M), Lewis Richardson (B), Jeff Proctor, Robert H. Lewis, 

Esra Weaver, William Robins, William Purcell, David Corbin (B)  

Fireman Peter Byrd (B), John Dennis (B)  

Teamster John William 

Wagon Driver Lorenzo Prince, Allen Taylor (B) 

 

1880 

Lumber Dealer Oliver H. Perry, Franklin Soles 

Owner Thomas Hewett 

Operator Samuel Tinsley, William D. Bristow  

Sawyer James Harmon (M), Peter Jackson (M)  

Teamster Lewis Brown (B), John Haskin (B)  

Laborer Robert Yates (B), Thomas Yates (M), Christopher Fields (B), William P. Jones (B), Nathan 

Whiting (B), Elijah Monroe (B), James Bridges, Eldred Prince, Alfred Purcell, Phillip Tabb 

(M) 

Log Cutter Samuel Gaile (B) 

Wood Getter John W. Pitts 

Note: Race: B - Black, M - Mulatto 

Samuel Hildrop Tinsley, b. 1803 in Hanover Co., VA 

 +m. Sarah King Davis, b. 1807 

Richard Calvin Tinsley , b. Dec 24, 1838 in Hanover Co., VA, d. Feb 3, 1917  

 +m. Jeanette Chase White, 1887, b. 1866, d. 1939  

Mack Winfrey Tinsley , b. Mar 7, 1842 in Hanover Co., VA, d. Aug 2, 1917  

 +m. 1st Mary Lee Wiatt, Nov 29, 1876, b. 1853, d. 1880  

 +m. 2nd Fannie B. Towill, Feb 23, 1888, b. 1871, d. 1945  

George Andrew Tinsley , b. May 18, 1848 in Hanover Co., VA, d. Jul 10, 1907  

 +m. Mary Eugenia Miller, 1879, b. 1855, d. 1944  

Samuel Wyatt Tinsley , b. 1852 in Hanover Co., VA 

 +m. Carrie Martin Shackelford, Jun 11, 1879, b. 1858  

Family of Samuel Hildrop Tinsley 
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Ware’s Neck; Taylor, F. L., Hayes' Store; Tinsley George A, Woods X Roads; Tinsley R C., 

White Marsh; Tinsley S. W., Sassafras; Weaver, Christian, Gloucester Courthouse. [2]  

In the censuses from 1870 to 1900, two  families —Tinsley and Weaver—were pre-

eminent in the lumber business.  The four Tinsley brothers were born in Hanover County, 

VA, and they managed 

sawmills in Gloucester 

and Mathews Counties.  

As shown in the family 

chart, Mack Winfrey 

Tinsley married the 

daughter of Rev. William 

E. Wiatt, Civil War 

Chaplain, School 

Superintendent, and 

County Surveyor for 

Gloucester.   

The Weaver family 

were Mennonites[3] from 

Lancaster County, PA, 

who came to Gloucester 

after the Civil War.  They 

were very effective in the 

reconstruction of 

Occupations Listed in Gloucester 1900 Census 

Lumber Merchant Alfred F. Purcell, Elijah S. Carey 

Lumber Business Alpheus Weaver 

Lumber Dealer James M. Stubbs  

Superintendent B. F. Weaver 

Manager Hinton Pitts, Raleigh D. Baker, George A. Tinsley  

Timber Rafter John R. Haynes  

Lumberman Roswell German, William Walker, McGruder Rilee 

Sawyer Joseph F. Robins, James Lee (B), Alexander Ambrose, Joseph J. Lewis, Alpheus Purcell, 

Nell [Nelson] R. Gray, Joseph Schwery, George Grannenson (B), Boswell M. Roy, Zackeria 

D. Rilee, John H. Miller, Thomas B. Wingate, Thomas C. Douglass, John H. Sheppard  

Teamster Otis U. Haynes, Patrick H. Haynes, Euclid Roy, John Douglas Rowe, Willie Hall, Alonza 

Corbell, David Banks (B), George W. Walker, Walter South, Phillip H. Rilee, Walter Moody 

(B), Walter Redman (B), Robert T. Bird (B), John W Turpin (B), William Lyall, George Turpin 

(B), Robert H. Hall  

Fireman Oscar W. Fary, Bradley Driver (B)  

Laborer Hampton Pitts, George Black (B), Bertie H. Streegle, Robert Waller (B), Hamilton L. Rilee, 

Isaac Tibbs (B), Isaac W. Booker (B), John T. Howe (B), William Brown (B), William Meggs 

(B), Landen D. Rilee  

Log Cutter John Morris (B), Willie D. Pierce, Marius Fary, Hupert P. Fary  

Note: Race: B - Black 

Christian Weaver, b. 1824 in PA 

 +m. Rebecca E. Brubaker, b. 1831 in PA 

Ezra J. Weaver, b. 1851 in Lancaster Co., PA  

Ann Elizabeth Weaver , b. Feb 2, 1852 in Lancaster Co., PA, d. Aug 19, 1882  

 +m. William Sidney Heath, Jan 27, 1881, b. 1854  

John S. Weaver, Jun 10, 1855 in Lancaster Co., PA, d. Jul 20, 1870  

Christian K. (Chris) Weaver , b. 1857 in Lancaster Co., PA  

 +m. Ellen A. Smith, Mar 11, 1884, b. 1861  

Ira B. Weaver, b. 1859 in Lancaster Co., PA  

 +m. [?] Campbell 

Alpheus (Al) Weaver , b. Sep 14, 1861 in Lancaster Co., PA, d. Sep 21, 1928  

 +m. Mary Armistead Williams, Jan 22, 1884, b. 1859, d. 1934  

Benjamin Franklin (Frank) Weaver , b. 1863 in Lancaster Co., PA, d. 1942  

 +m. Susan May Jennings, Jan 14, 1891, b. 1871, d. 1936  

Harry S. Weaver, 1865 in Lancaster Co., PA  

John Willis Weaver , b. Mar 31. 1870 in Gloucester, VA, d. Dec 26, 1949  

 +m. Mary W. Wingfield, b. 1881, d. 1965  

Family of Christian Weaver & Rebecca Brubaker  
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Gloucester and much of 

Tidewater Virginia.  The elder 

Christian Weaver was listed in 

the 1870 census with a real 

estate value of $4,000.  His first 

deed of trust recorded in 

Gloucester was for the 303-acre 

“Burleigh” farm in 1874.  

Weaver purchased Burleigh from 

Henry and Benjamin Groff, also 

of Lancaster Co., PA.  The Groffs 

procured the farm from Robert 

Y. Clements, who died in 1859.  

Benjamin Groff was listed in the 

Gloucester 1860 census.  

Christian B. Hibble, also of 

Lancaster Co., PA,[4] was listed 

with the Groff household in 

1860, and he owned a sawmill 

that he sold to Al Weaver in 

1883.  In 1889, Frank and Harry 

Weaver purchased a sawmill 

from Thomas J. Meredith of 

Wilson Creek Farm.[5]  The 

Weaver Brothers diversified 

their interest in the purchase of 

the Clay Bank Wharf in 1878, a 

printing press for Ezra Weaver 

in 1885, and the Thruston Grist Mill in 1890 (later Haynes Mill).  (Ezra Weaver returned to 

Pennsylvania as a printer.)  Frank and Chris Weaver formed the Weaver Brothers Lumber 

Company of Newport News, VA.  The Weavers located their milling machines on the 

waterfront of Newport News and fabricated doors and windows and other wood trim 

during the early years of that city’s development.  Timber was cut and the logs were sawed 

into boards in Gloucester, loaded onto small barges near the Clay Bank Wharf, and towed 

to the Newport News mill.[3]  Obviously, we have shared only a small portion of the Weaver 

family story and the lumber businesses of the 19th century. 

 

End Notes: 

1  Gloucester Genealogical Society website at http://www.rootsweb.com/~vaggsv/ .  

2  New River Notes at http://www.ls.net/~newriver/va/glou1888.htm .  

3  Personal discussion with William (Bill) D. Weaver, Jr., in April 2004.  

4  Some additional families migrating from Lancaster County, PA, to Gloucester County in that era according to 

marriage records were as follows: Kerns, Landis, Emerson, Rank, and Givler.  

5  Gloucester County Deed Book 15, page 3.  The sawmill was described as “one Eclipse engine on wheels 9 x 12 

cylinder complete + one Eclipse saw mill with saw + main belt with lumber car + carry log + chain + iron hand 

pump with mill all complete and in running order.”  Richard A. Roane financed this purchase. 
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Two Bills of sale to James Eastwood written in 1897 and 

1899, respectively.  In 1897, B.F. Weaver was operating 

the Jones’ Creek Steam Sawmill near Clay Bank.  In 1899, 

B.F. & H.S. Weaver were operating the “Shelter” Steam 

Sawmill on Shelter Farm near Gloucester Courthouse.  

Copies supplied by Kathleen Eastwood Cameron. 



Vol. 8, No. 1 40 June 2004 

 

  

Post Civil War Development of the Wilson Creek 

Community of Gloucester County, Virginia  

 

 By L. Roane Hunt 

 

As a volunteer genealogist and self-educated historian, I receive many inquiries about 

Gloucester families.  Some of them are related to my own family history interest, and the 

answers to two of the latest inquiries have also answered the question of why my Roane 

family chose to settle in the Wilson Creek area of Gloucester County.  The process of 

helping and being helped adds an interesting component to a “life worth living.”  I 

contributed a brief article to this journal four years ago presenting some information about 

Richard A. Roane and his two brothers coming to Gloucester County from King and Queen 

County.[1]  Recently, Preston Brown inquired about his Meredith family that owned the 

major portion of Wilson Creek Farm.  Thomas J. Meredith owned this farm from 1872 until 

his death in 1916.  Preston wrote a very personal account of his trip to Gloucester to view 

the area and gain further understanding of his great-grandfather’s activities.[2]  More 

recently, Richard Payne, an African-American man living in West Covina, CA, wrote me a 

most respectful inquiry in very artful hand-print about his grandfather, Richard Payne, who 

was born in Gloucester about 1874.  My first thought was the Payne’s Landing on Wilson 

Creek a mile from my grandfather’s old Roane’s Store.  This was another inquiry that was 

also an opportunity to satisfy my own interest.   

Wilson Creek is the eastern 

branch of the Ware River and is 

the northern boundary of 

Robins Neck, which is 

composed of 17th-century land 

patents to John Robins and 

Augustine Warner.  The first 

map indicates the location of 

the major land tracts 

surrounding Wilson Creek just 

prior to the Civil War.  The 

northern extension of Warner 

Hall is indicated in the lower 

portion of the map.  Level Green 

and Sherwood were  Robins’ 

land.  The Sinclair and Selden 

families also owned Sherwood 

before the war.  White Marsh 

and its extension to the creek, 

Crow Point, are shown on the 

lower left.  The Wilson Creek 

Farm was located on the 

western shore of Wilson Creek 
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Land tracts surrounding Wilson Creek prior to Civil War 
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and extended to the mill stream 

and the Robins Mill and Pond 

shown on the left.  This tract of 

land was once owned by Warner 

Throckmorton[3] and was 

defined by a survey plat made in 

1818.[4]  Charles C. Curtis, 

husband of Warner 

Throckmorton’s granddaughter, 

was the owner before the war.  

Mount Pleasant and White Hall 

are shown on the northern shore 

of Wilson Creek.  John Dixon, 

husband of a Throckmorton 

daughter, owned Mount Pleasant 

during the Revolutionary War, 

and Augustine Warner Robins of 

Level Green, owned it during the Civil War.  The mill was part of Mount Pleasant, and was 

named Dixon’s Mill, later Selden’s Mill, and finally Robins Mill.  (The photograph of the mill 

in operation was probably taken in the early 1930s, because it burned around 1940.)  

Airville was cut from Mount Pleasant.[5]  The division of the Wilson Creek Farm tract is 

defined in detail by a survey by William E. Wiatt that began in 1867 and includes dividing 

lines as late as 1905. [6]  This plat shows the land allotted to freed slave families; some of 

them were probably housed on the surrounding plantations and farms.  After the Civil War, 

Richard A. Roane came and built one of his stores near the Robins Mill, and he built the 

Selden Store and Roane’s Wharf on the Level Green tract.  No doubt, Richard Payne Sr. was 

born in this same community.  

Division of Wilson 

Creek Farm 

The Wilson Creek Farm 

division is illustrated on the 

second map.  In 1867, Harriet T. 

Curtis, widow of Charles C. 

Curtis, sold section B (96 acres) 

and C (17 acres) of the map to 

William Burnett Catlett and his 

brother, Henry Bradley Catlett, 

respectively.[7]  In 1869, she 

sold 293 acres to Thomas 

Buckner Armistead II, which 

included section D (80 acres) of 

the map and other land north of 

the mill stream adjacent to 

Mount Pleasant and Airville.[8]  

William B. Catlett died in 1869, 

and Thomas B. Armistead 

purchased Section B from his 

widow.[9]  Hence, the Payne’s 
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Photograph of Robins Mill in early 1930s 
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Landing indicated on the map was first named Armistead’s Landing.  In 1872, Mrs. Curtis 

sold Section A of the map to Thomas J. Meredith.[10]  Preston Brown explains why his great-

grandfather from Maryland chose to settle in this portion of Gloucester County.[11]   

The map also shows the location of Roane’s Store near Robins Mill.  In 1877, Richard A. 

Roane purchased one acre on the corner of the road leading to Robins’ Neck and the corner 

of the original Wilson Creek Farm.[12]  The land was purchased from Washington Phillips, 

but the sale was arranged 

through Thomas B. Armistead.  It 

seems Mr. Armistead was in the 

process of sub-dividing his 

property for ex-slaves, and Mr. 

Phillips was indebted to him.  

This leverage allowed Richard 

Roane to obtain this fine 

commercial location that he 

successfully developed.  This was 

not the first appearance of the 

Roane family in this area.  In the 

1870 census, Richard’s brothers, 

Luther and Charles, were listed 

as merchants near the Level 

Green and Sherwood Farms, 

shown in the first map.   

Why were these post-war developers interested in the Wilson Creek area?  This has 

been the Roane family question that I have entertained for at least 20 years.  By 

considering this question along with the possible interest of the other parties, better 

answers appeared.  First, all these men were veterans of local military units of the Civil 

War: the 26th Va. Infantry, the 24th Va. Cavalry, and Company A of the 5th Va. Cavalry.  

Second, these men had interests through their families or by marriage connections to the 

family of John Sinclair of Shabby Hall.  In 1836, John Sinclair sold Shabby Hall to Robert C. 

Selden, who changed the name to Sherwood.[13]  The Roane connection to the John Sinclair 

family came by the marriage of Thomas Booth Taliaferro to his daughter, Mary Munford 

Sinclair in 1846.  Thomas’ elder sister, Matilda Ann Taliaferro, married Major Benjamin 

Roane of lower King and Queen County.  The Roane brothers that settled in the Wilson 

Creek area of Gloucester following the Civil War were the descendants of Major Benjamin 

Roane.[14]   

As shown in the family chart, Major Benjamin Roane first married Rebecca Shackelford 

and established his home on land inherited from the Shackelford estate.  Their only 

surviving daughter, Sarah Rebecca Roane, married her first cousin, Charles Roane, and gave 

birth to four children: Luther Major, Richard Alexander, Maria Louisa, and Charles Edward.  

Major Benjamin Roane married his second wife, Matilda Ann Taliaferro, in 1828.  They had 

three children to survive and are listed in the chart.  After Benjamin Roane died in 1837, 

Charles and Sarah Roane made their home on the property inherited from the Shackelford 

estate.  Matilda moved to Gloucester to be near her father, James Taliaferro, and other 

members of her Taliaferro family.  Most of the Taliaferro family had migrated from 

“Hockley” on the York River in King and Queen to Gloucester County, where they secured 

major land holdings.  However, Matilda maintained a close relationship with members of 

her husband’s first family.  When Sarah Roane died in childbirth in 1849, her only 
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Smith, widow of George W. Smith and daughter of Henry 

Hughes, county surveyor. 



Vol. 8, No. 1 43 June 2004 

daughter, Maria Louisa Roane, was listed in the 1850 census with her step-grandmother, 

Matilda, in Gloucester.  Also, she was listed with her father, Charles, in the same year 

indicating that she probably shared time in both households in those years before her 

father remarried in 1854.  In that same 1850 census, Matilda’s oldest daughter, Emily 

Catherine Roane, was listed in the home of her uncle, Thomas B. Taliaferro, as a clerk in his 

store showing the closeness of Matilda to her siblings.  Also, Matilda’s son, George, married 

a granddaughter of John Sinclair of Shabby Hall.  Clearly, Luther, Richard, and Charles 

learned about the Wilson Creek area of Gloucester through their step-grandmother, Matilda 

Roane.  They came to Gloucester about the time of Matilda’s death in 1867.   

As indicated earlier, Luther and Charles Roane were listed in the 1870 Gloucester 

census near Level Green.  Landon N. Davies, who served in the 24th Va. Cavalry, owned the 

378-acre Level Green and began bankruptcy proceedings in 1872 following the war.  In the 

property division settlement, Luther Major Roane purchased 108 acres in 1882.[15]  Also, in 

1882, Richard Roane and T.J. Meredith purchased a half acre of Luther Roane’s land for the 

Roane’s Wharf that extended into the Ware River.[16]  This wharf was maintained by the 

steamship lines until the transportation system was terminated.  Richard Roane purchased 

land near the wharf from Joseph James for his second store and post office that was given 

the name of Seldens.[17]  In these ventures, Richard Roane was served by younger members 

of his family. [18]  Probably for business purposes, Richard Roane also purchased other 

small lots in the area for resale to prospective store customers.  With business at the peak 

of success managed by faithful family and a recent spiritual experience of great depth, 

Richard Roane invested his small wealth and personal energy into the Christian holiness 

 

Major Benjamin Roane, b. Jan 23, 1785 , d. May 1, 1837  

 +m. 1st Rebecca Coleman Shackleford, Feb 14, 1814, b. 1794, d. 1827  

Sarah Rebecca Roane , b. Feb 25, 1821, d. Oct 28, 1849 

 +m. Charles Alexander Roane, Dec 6, 1838, b. Aug 7, 1817, d. May 25, 1875  

Luther Major Roane, b. Nov 28, 1839, d. Jul 8, 1897 

 + m. Demarious Fary, Nov 13, 1870, b. Nov 30, 1850, d. Sep 30, 1901  

Richard Alexander Roane, b. Sep 18, 1842, d. Mar 26, 1920 

 + m. 1st Lucy M. Bowden, Dec 25, 1866, b. 1848, d. abt 1908  

 + m. 2nd Elva Maude Worrell, Aug 28, 1909, b. May 28, 1890, d. Jan 24, 1973 

Maria Louisa Roane, b. May 22, 1845, d. Jul 4, 1936 

 + m. John Henry L. Adams, Jan 31, 1866, b. Jan 16, 1841, d. Jun 30, 1917 

Charles Edward Roane, b. Aug 27, 1849 

 + m. 1st India Letetia Roane, Dec 20, 1881, b. Mar 19, 1858, d. Jan 1887  

 + m. 2nd Eugenia Virginia Roane, Nov 4, 1892, b. Aug 17, 1852, d. 1933 

 +m. 2nd Matilda Ann Taliaferro, Jun 12, 1828, b. Sep 3, 1800, d. Apr 17, 1867  

Emily Catherine Roane ,* b. Mar 30, 1829, d. Dec 9, 1901 

 +m. Junius Brutus Browne, Nov 25, 1851, b. Sep 12, 1830, d. Aug 9, 1878  

Louisa Booth Browne, b. Jun 22, 1857, d. May 8, 1935 

 + m. Thomas Lowry Sinclair, Dec 23, 1880, b. 14 Mar 14, 1854, d. 20 Feb 20, 1931  

George Alvin Roane , b. 1 Aug 1, 1834, d. Jun 4, 1868 

 +m. Margaret Ann Booth, Dec 7, 1865, b. abt 1845, d. 1921  

Harriet Elizabeth Roane ,* b. Nov 23, 1837 , d. Mar 17, 1916 

 +m. Samuel Franklin Roane, Feb 20, 1867, b. Jul 25, 1821, d. Oct 20, 1877  

Mary Cooke Roane, b. Apr 27, 1874, d. Dec 5, 1951 

 + m. Jefferson Sinclair Selden, Nov 28, 1900, b. Feb 14, 1875, d. Dec  8, 1964  

  *  Not all children listed.  
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movement at home and abroad.  His business and religious interests combined to assist in 

the establishment of the St. Paul’s Baptist Church near the Roane’s Store for the freed slave 

families that had purchased lots cut from the old Wilson Creek Farm.   

St. Paul’s Baptist Church 

The best source for information about the people of this church is indicated by the list 

of men given in the original deed as trustees of the church in 1901: Robert Scott, Joseph 

Smith, Frank Payne, William A. Burwell, Sterling Robinson, Emanuel Pollard, and Alexander 

Brown.[19]  A transcription of the deed of trust as recorded is presented below, and shows 

that Rev. Doctor R. Page received the original in 1906.[20]  The present pastor, Rev. Bradley 

Holmes, is a great-grandson of William A. Burwell.  Trustee Frank Payne was a son of the 

William Payne, trustee of the Baptist church that met in the old Abingdon Glebe Meeting 

House that was established around 1867.[21]  The Richard Payne who sent us an inquiry 

from California is directly related to the Emanuel Pollard and Alexander Brown families, 

and he is probably related to the Frank Payne family, but I could not find proof of this in 

 

Deed Book 25, page 417  

 

Maude L. Roane to 

Robert Scott,  

et al Trustees 

 

Received the 

Original Deed, 

April 30” 1906,  

D. R. Page 

 

This Deed, made this 11th day of November, in the year one 

thousand nine hundred & one (1901) between Maude L. Roane of 

Gloucester County Virginia, party of the first part, and Robert Scott, 

Joseph Smith, Frank Payne, Wm. A. Burwell, Sterling Robinson, 

Emanuel Pollard, Alex. Brown, Sen, Trustees of St. Paul’s Church, of 

the same County and State, parties of the second part.  Witnesseth, 

that, in consideration of the sum of Forty Dollars $40.00 paid in 

cash by parties of the second part to party of the first part, receipt of 

which is hereby acknowledged by party of the first part, the said 

party of the first part does hereby bargain sell, grant & convey unto 

said parties of second part with general warranty, all that certain 

trace or parcel of land containing about one & one half acres, but 

not more, bounded on North by road running from Robins’s Neck to 

Payne’s Landing, on S. W. by Robins’s Neck road & S. E. by land of 

Maude L. Roane being in the shape of a right angled triangle 

fronting on Robins’s Neck Road about 120 yds beginning at the joint 

where the two roads should unite.  This piece of land hereby 

conveyed is the N. W. corner of a piece of 10 acres surveyed by R. A. 

Folkes 26 Apr. 1899 & conveyed by W. B. Fletcher to Maude L. Roane 

1st Jan, 1901 to be used for Church purposes only; and it is hereby 

especially understood and agreed by the parties of the second part 

that should this land be used for any other than church purposes the 

party of the first, or her representatives, may re-enter and re-possess 

said parcel of land without recourse to said.  The said Maude L. 

Roane has hereby covenanted that she has the right to convey the 

said land to the grantee, that she has done no act to encumber the 

said land: that the grantee shall have gent possession of the said land 

free from all encumbrances, and that she the party of the first part 

will execute such further assurances of the said land as may be 

requisite.  Witness the following signatures and seals. 

Maude L. Roane  seal 
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Gloucester records.  I did find that 

Richard was a direct descendant of 

Harriet Page, born about 1834.  (See 

adjacent family chart.)  The 1870 

Gloucester census shows Rebecca 

married to Johnson Scott with her 

Scott children and her Payne child 

from her first marriage to Richard 

Payne.  The Wilson Creek Farm 

division plat shows that Johnson 

and Rebecca Scott owned the lot on 

the opposite corner of Payne’s 

Landing Road from St. Paul’s 

Church.[22]  Rebecca’s daughter, 

Susan Payne, was the mother of 

Richard Payne, born about 1874.  In 

the 1880 census, Susan Payne is 

shown as the second wife of 

Emanuel Pollard.  Richard Payne is 

listed as a step-son of Emanuel, and 

two Pollard children are listed.  

Richard was named after his 

grandfather. 

The Armistead’s Landing 

became Payne’s Landing because 

William Payne purchased the 96 

acres, section B of Wilson Creek 

Farm.  (See map on page ?.)  Three 

record entries[23] indicate that he 

purchased it from Levi P. Corr, but 

his wife, Ann Watlington Corr, a 

descendant of the Robins family of 

Level Green, refused to sign the 

deed transfer.  However, the Wilson 

Creek plat indicates that 65 acres of 

section B was divided among 

William’s sons, William, Frank, and 

John in 1893.[24]  By 1900, according 

to the census record, the only Payne 

household in this community was 

that of Frank Payne, trustee of St. 

Paul’s Baptist Church.  Evidently, 

some of these transactions failed, 

but in 1903, descendents of Levi P. Corr sold 15 acres of section B to Richard and James 

Pollard, sons of Emanuel and Susan (Payne) Pollard. [25]   

In the research of the Wilson Creek Farm development, it was discovered that the slave 

families that settled in this community were connected to Fluvanna County, between 

Richmond and Charlottesville.  In the above chart, members of the Payne and Scott families 

Rebecca Page, b. abt 1834 

 +m. 1st Richard Payne 

Susan Payne, b. 1850 

 +m. 1st Father Unknown 

Richard Payne, b. abt 1874 

 + m. Anna Scott, bef 1900, b. abt 1884 

 +m. 2nd Emanuel Pollard, Aug 14, 1875, b. abt 1846  

Richard Thomas Pollard, b. Aug 1, 1877, d. 1963 

 + m. Mary Eliza [?], 1904, b. 1887 

James Allen Pollard , b. Jun 1879 

 + m. Maggie Jackson, 1903, b. 1880  

Washington T. Pollard, b. 1880, d. Mar 1, 1882 

Walker Thomas Pollard, b. Apr 1881 

 + m. Daisy Izel Jones, 1907, b. 1891  

George Pollard, b. 1883 

Major Pollard, b. 1886 

Henry Pollard , b. 1886 

Emma Pollard, b. Jun 1889 

John Pollard, b. Aug 25, 1890 

Washington Payne , b. abt 1851 in Fluvanna Co., VA  

 +m. Molly Wiatt, Jan 3, 1874, b. 1856  

Thomas Payne, b. abt 1853, d. Jun 5, 1877  

Fanny Payne, b. abt 1854 in Fluvanna Co., VA  

 +m. Alexander Brown, Feb 28, 1874, b. 1851  

Bell Brown, b. 1875 

Alex Brown, b. 1877 

Eliza Brown, b. 1879 

Virginia Brown, b. 1884 

Moses Brown, b. May 1894 

Louise Brown, b. Jun 1895 

 +m. 2nd Johnson Scott, 1860, b. 1835 in Fluvanna Co., VA 

William Scott , b. 1860 

 +m. Flora Cary, Sep 15, 1887, b. 1862  

Edward Scott, b. 1862 

Sarah Scott , b. 1865 

 +m. 1st Charles H. Phillips, Feb 25, 1883, b. 1860, d. May 1, 1883  

 +m. 2nd David Jones, Dec 31, 1885, b. 1863  

Gregory Scott , b. 1867 

 +m. Sarah Montague, Mar 16, 1884, b. 1863  

Winston Scott , b. 1869 

 +m. Elizabeth Moody, Jan 2, 1902, b. Feb 1870  

Nathan Scott , b. 1870 

Archer Scott , b. 1871 
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were born in Fluvanna Co., VA, according to Gloucester marriage records.  Also, records 

show that members of the Walker and Tazewell families of this community were born in 

Fluvanna.  The writer believes that these slave families were moved from Gloucester to 

Fluvanna in the westward expansion, but returned in freedom to the familiar and more 

opportune location on the Wilson Creek.  Cecil Wray Page, Jr., shared with the author that 

his family that owned a farm in Robins Neck moved to Fluvanna County for safety during 

the Civil War.[26]  This clue should assist some researchers of slave families in their very 

difficult task.  
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Sawmill Families—Continued from page 35. 
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Wooden Barrel used for trash collection 

on front porch of Roane’s Store (closed 

bottom with wooden hoop and open top 

with three wire hoops). 
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Walter Moody Stubbs, Jr. 

1920-2004 

 

Members of The Gloucester Genealogical Society of 

Virginia and his many friends were saddened by the 

unexpected death of Walter M. Stubbs, Jr. on April 11, 2004.  

Walter, with his wife, Joan, had contributed many hours of 

their time working with Society projects since its charter in 

1996.  He was currently serving as Parliamentarian for the 

Board.  A friendly, pleasant and always helpful person; he 

will be sorely missed and long remembered.  We thank you, 

Walter, for your many contributions. 

This obituary was published in The Gloucester-

Mathews Gazette Journal April 15, 2004. 

Walter Moody Stubbs, Jr., 

died April 11, 2004.  He was 

dearly loved and honored by 

his children, grandchildren and 

devoted wife of nearly 60 

years. 

Born in Norfolk, Va., Jan. 

20, 1920, he spent his 

formative years in Jacksonville, 

Fla., returning to Norfolk at age 

19.  He and his twin brothers 

enlisted in the Army Air Corps 

at the outbreak of World War 

II.  Trained as a B-17 crew 

chief, he served his country in 

England as a member of the 

Eighth Air Force, 92nd Bomb 

Squadron forever known as 

"Fames Favored Few".  While in 

England, he met and married 

Joan Stangroome of London.  

Upon returning from England, 

he worked as a civil employee 

for the Navy at the Norfolk 

Naval Air Station from which 

he retired in 1975 as 

Supervisor of Production 

Control.  The family moved to 

Virginia Beach in 1954 where 

his son and daughter, Stephen 

and Marilynn, were raised. 

Walter was an avid [and] 

talented sailor.  As a member 

of the Broad Bay Sailing 

Association he and his family 

actively campaigned Mobjack 

220 known to many as Hubba 

Hubba.  Later he cruised and 

raced on the rivers and bays of 

the Chesapeake in his sloop 

Cutwater. 

In 1982, Walter and Joan 

moved into a home he built at 

Woods Cross Roads in 

Gloucester, Va.  Walter and his 

wife became active in the 

Gloucester Genealogical Society 

and Walter Reed Wellness 

Center. 

Survivors are his wife, 

Joan; son, Stephen and wife 

Linda of Harbor Springs, Mich.; 

daughter, Marilynn and 

husband Sonny Hall of Palatka, 

Fla.; five grandchildren, Larry 

and Justin Stubbs, Jodi, Carrie 

and Katharine Hall. 

A gathering of friends 

will be held on Friday, April 16, 

2004 at Hogg Funeral Home 

from 11 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. 

In Walter's memory, 

memorial contributions may be 

made to the American Heart 

Association, c/o Joanne 

Gallagher, P. O. Box 108, Ware 

Neck, Va. 23178.  


