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Tax Accounts of
Gloucester County, Virginia

1770 — 1771

Reconstructed Version

By L. Roane Hunt

On January 3, 1966, the Circuit Court of Gloucester County, Judge John E. DeHardit
presiding, accepted a bound copy of Gloucester County Tax Accounts— 1770 - 1771 from
the Joseph Bryan Memorial Branch of the Association for the Preservation of Virginia
Antiquities in memory of Olita Landry (Mrs. George) Mackubin Jr. This book now resides in
the Clerk of Court Office in Gloucester County. The original of this book is in the Virginia
State Library Archives. [1]

Polly Cary Mason states that these records were in the possession of Miss Sally Perrin
of Gloucester. She indicates that the Kingston Parish of Gloucester was not included. [2]
There were ledgers sheets for Abingdon, Petsworth, and Ware, but not for Kingston in
these records.

Content

The book consists of numbered ledger sheets with an index on the initial pages. It
covers two years, 1770 and 1771. Each sheet is a Photostat copy of an open book with the
names and tax charges on the left side and tax payments on the right side. The record
shows carryover balances from previous years and for 1772. Overall, the script is legible,
but much of the notation and terminology is difficult to understand.

Each side of the ledger has two columns. For each name, the charges are listed on the
left column. Charges include quit rent for acreage, carriages, etc. Quit rent in colonial
Virginia was a tax on landowners that relieved them of maintaining roads or other services
to those that lived on their land. Tax values in pounds -shillings -pence are recorded in the
right column. Tithe and other charges in pounds of tobacco are also listed within the left
column.

The heading of the right side of the ledger is “Contra.” Since contra means against or
opposite, the items listed are probably payments against the tax charges on the left side of
the ledger. Payments appear to be a combination of cash and tobacco, but the exchange
rates are not given.

A complete index of the ledger was created and is presented following the ledger
pages in the present book. Also, the 1704/05 Quit Rent Roll for Gloucester is presented as
an appendix for convenient reference. [3]

1 This action is described on the inside cover of the book presented to Gloucester in 1966.
2 Mason, Polly Cary; Records of Colonial Gloucester County, Vol. 1, 1946, pp. 94.
3 Mason, Polly Cary; Records of Colonial Gloucester County, Vol. 1, 1946, pp. 84-87.



Condition

Although most of the accounts are useful, the book was badly damaged. Evidently, it
was used for scrap paper for scribbling and doodling art. Fortunately, most of this

occurred on the empty spaces on the sheets.
Unfortunately, some of the index and ledger
pages were removed. This version was
reconstructed by correlating the names in
the remaining index and ledger pages.
Therefore, reconstructed pages were
inserted into the index and ledger of the
present volume. Hopefully, sheets with the
least information were torn out for other
purposes. There are discrepancies in the
index record, but the complete index
provided following the ledger is correct for
the reconstructed version.

Who defaced this book? The best clue
is the names included in the scribbling and
doodling. The most common surnames
written were Thomas, Gayle, and Ashberry.
Many of these names were written in
reparation. Two names, Virginia B. Gayle
and Frances O. Gwyn, were written with an
address of Mathews County (previously
Kingston Parish). Also, another name was
written, “Thomas Whiting, Gloucester
County, Virginia.” From these clues, it
seems the defacing occurred after Mathews

Doodle Art
An example of the doodling that defaced the
tax record is shown below. It consist of a
plant with roots, branches, flowers, and
leaves with prickly edges. A man with a
basket gathers fruit from the leaf edges
while two birds eat the same.

County was formed in 1791. Some of the names are listed in the Mathews census record
prior to 1850. The date scribbled on the first page was June 8, 1826.
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