
My Precious Family History – Succession 

 
The Gift of Family History is the most important possession your family can own. 

 

My Piece of History 

What will happen to my: 

• Special books, scrapbooks, journals, diaries 

• Dishes 

• Photos  

• Precious heirlooms passed down to me from my parents 

• Electronic files 

 

You inherited precious Family History books and mementoes, and you have worked 

hard collecting and making additional precious family history during your life. Where 

can it be preserved for future generations? (Who wants it?) 

The logical or creative approach! 

 

How to get Family interested? 

 

• Tell Stories about heirlooms, dishes etc. in Family Home Evening 

• Place Photo and heirloom displays in your home (wall or table) 

• Give as a Birthday or Christmas Gift with a note telling why it is important 

• Perform skits at family events using the heirlooms during the skit  

• Make a Heritage Cookbook 

• A Family Treasure Hunt – “Finding Past Family Treasures”  

• Present to Grandchildren a gift for completing something special in their 

life (Graduation etc.) 

• Wear jewelry to a play or concert with a particular family member you 

want to have inherit it.  Tell them why it is important to you and why you 

want them to have it. (Also wear it when celebrating a special event – 

their anniversary or graduation etc.)  

 

Photos 

• Remember to label with name, date, place 

• Share right now electronically (The new modern most current way) 

• Scan and organize a photo if given to you or it has been in an album, box 

or hanging on  the wall 

• Include in your own family history, include in scrapbooks or scrapbooking 

online, or share at family reunions 

 



More than one family member wants the same Heirloom – What to do? 

• Take a photo of the object and include in their Books of Remembrances 

• Have many objects displayed at a family event then draw numbers.  No 1 

goes first choosing what they would like etc. 

• Include in your will what family members are to receive 

• Label on the back or write on the bottom of the object who will receive it.  

• Some families bid on items at family reunions and use the money for 

future family reunions or activities 

 

Local Libraries or Museums will receive donations 

 They will accept it: 

• If it will help other people in their family history research 

• If they do not have the same book already 

• If they have room for it. 

 

The following information is found in a pamphlet at the new Church History Library in 

Salt Lake City: 

 “Every month the library receives by donation dozens of Latter-day Saint family 

histories, family archival collections, photograph collections, and more. 

Active for over 170 years, the library also collects member biographies, local and 

regional histories, and the annual histories of Church congregations (branches, wards, 

stakes, and missions) from around the world.  Many of these materials are available to 

you, the family historian, and to the general public.   

 Chances are the historical materials in your hands, such as diaries, memoirs, 

letters, audiovisual materials, digital files, and photographs, can also be helpful to other 

family history researchers.”   

 To contact a Church History Library associate about donating or sharing your 

materials related to Latter-day Saint history, please visit, write, phone, or click, using the 

information listed below. 

 E-mail: churchhistoryacquisitionsw@ldschurch.org 

 Acquisition phone number:  1-801-240-2272 (call for current hours) 

 Address:  15 East North temple Street, Salt Lake City, Utah 84150-1600 

 

Of special note:  There are twelve high-density storage vaults within the library.  Most 

are kept at 55 degrees, with 35% humidity.  However, two vaults holding photographs 

and motion pictures are kept at minus four degree Fahrenheit. Other information about 

the library can be found on the church history website. 

 

You will be expected to fill out a form with details when donating books or other items.  

The following form is for the Church History Library in Salt Lake City. 

 



 





A lecture series was presented monthly at the Church History Library in Salt Lake from 

August 2009 to May 2010.  

“Preserving Your Personal History” was the general title of the series.   

You can actually view each lecture by typing in the URL : 

 www.churchhistorylibrary.org 

 Scroll down and click on “Preserving Your Personal History.” 

 Choose the title of the lecture you would like to watch and learn about. 

 Click on “watch” (notice the amount of time of the audio presentation).  

 

Logan Family History Center will also accept donations if appropriate and there is room.  

Filling out a form is also requested.  

The following  form is for the Logan Family History Center  

 
If local Family History Centers, libraries, or museums  do not have room ask them for 

suggestions of other places that may accept your donation. 

 

Remember:   

Tangible reminders of the past can help us appreciate our family heritage. 

Evidence of the past lends meaning to the present. 
Luana P. Merrill          May 2011 


