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For more ideas on how to engage your family with their family history,  
see the book and workbooks and resources at http://zapthegrandmagap.com 

Why 

The visual expression of a family’s history can be a powerful commuication and research tool for 

the genealogist as well as the non-genealogist.  There are as many reasons to create a genealogy 

chart as there are genealogists.  Some of those reasons for the person doing the research can be: 

 Charts can inspire you with perspective on life. 

 Charts can inspire you to get more done. 

 Charts can get your research out where you can see it and keep it in front of you where you 

can mull over ideas. Sometimes getting things off the computer and out where you can see 

them can help you think of other research ideas   

 Charts can help you find errors or problems you didn’t know were in the file.   

 Charts make comparisons of databases clean. 

 Charts can be an inventory of what you have accomplished. 

 Charts can be good for filling in the blanks and collecting information from living relatives 

(especially descendancy charts.) 

 Charts can help you stay organized. 

 Charts can help you engage the non-genealogists in your family with their family’s history. 

Maybe you will inspire a genealogist partner in the family.    

For non-genealogist family members: 

 Charts explain the research that has 

been done to someone who hasn’t been 

involved. 

 Charts can engage the family in their 

family history and surround them with the 

feeling of love that comes from knowing they 

are enveloped in a family. 

 Charts foster the confidence of 

realizing the potential embedded in their 

inherited traits.   

 Charts can nurture emotional healing 

by creating more understanding of the 

family’s past history. 

http://www.familychartmasters.com/
http://www.thechartchick.com/
mailto:janet@familychartmasters.com
http://zapthegrandmagap.com/
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How 

There are also as many ways to create a genealogy chart as there are genealogists.  You can draw 

one out, paint one on the wall, create one with commercial software and take it to a printer, or use 

a charting service.  Family ChartMasters is a chart printing service that can print any size or style 

of genealogy chart from any kind of genealogy computer file.  We are trying to make 

familychartmasters.com the easiest and most economical chart printing service.  When you send 

us your genealogy computer file, we can create a quick draft chart for you or help you with online 

previews and work back and forth with you to create any chart you are envisioning.   

 

For a free no-obligation consultation you can send any kind of genealogy file to  

http://www.familychartmasters.com/scgs 

Just send us your genealogy information and tell us what you are envisioning.  We can send you 

back options for sizes and prices and different ways to create a genealogy chart for your family.   

Over the years that we have been printing charts, we have had people ask us for all sorts of charts 

that have been used in many different ways.  I’m going to share with you the different things we 

have seen done.  Whether you use a printing service, or draw one out yourself, charts can really 

help you see the big picture and get more work done.   

I have separated the different kinds of charts we will discuss into several categories:  basic 

pedigree charts, basic descendancy charts, circular charts, filing system charts, picture charts, 

combined pedigree and family group sheets charts, color-coded charts, decorative charts, and map 

charts.  All of these serve different purposes and can help researchers in different ways.  Some of 

them can be to write on and add more information to, some of them are more to look at and enjoy 

what you have accomplished or help interpret what is in your file.   

Example Ideas 

Basic Pedigree 

 Usually contain birth, marriage and death dates and places 

 Easy to use for fill in the blank 

 Comparing files 

 Questionable lines culled from the internet. 

 Lines showing health or genetics 

 Most people don’t realize how large they can get. 

o The largest generation determines the size of the chart 

o Your 20
th
 generation has over ½ million people in it.  

o Each generation doubles. 

o So your 21
st
 generation has over a million people in it.  

 
 

 

http://www.familychartmasters.com/scgs
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Basic Descendancy 

 Family Reunion fill in 

 Family Reunion figure out how we are related 

 Family Reunion figure out who everyone is 

Circular Charts 

 Can be circle, fan, extended fan 

 Clearly show ends of lines 

 

 

Filing System Charts and Color-Coded Charts 

 Helping you stay organized and explaining your research for 

others. 

 Color-coded to your filing system 

 Usually 4 grandparents or 8 great-grandparents 

 

Combined Pedigree and Family Group Sheet Charts 

 Seeing the whole picture—for the real genealogist. 

 Good for understanding someone else’s research or a file from a 

database 

 Good for combining/comparing 
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Decorative Charts 

 Inspiring self esteem, perspective, gratitude, a sense of belonging 

 Can reflect the family heritage, culture, personality 

 Interesting to non-genealogists, youth 

 

Picture Charts 

 Making it real. 

 Inventory and dissemination 

 Engaging to other family members.   

 

 
 

•Share your Research •Inspire your Family Members  

•Honor your Ancestors 
 

No matter how you choose to do it, having your family history out and available where you see it 

every day will affect your life and your ability to successfully research.   

 

Other videos concerning chart creation are also available at 

http://www.youtube.com/familychartmasters 

 

Other successes people have had in displaying their family history can be found at 

http://familychartmasters.com/php/testimonials.php and 

http://thechartchick.blogspot.com/search/label/charts 

I'd love to hear about the successes you have in visually representing and displaying your family’s 

history at janet@familychartmasters.com.   

http://www.youtube.com/familychartmasters
http://familychartmasters.com/php/testimonials.php
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