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Background 

Prior to July, 1999, Personal Ancestral File® (PAF) was a DOS program. At that time, Ancestral Quest 
had been around for 5 years as a Windows program, which was known for working with the same data 
files as PAF, allowing users of the DOS PAF to have a Windows alternative. 

In early 1999, Incline Software donated a copy of the AQ source code to the LDS Church, and in late 
June, 1999, the first Windows version of PAF was released. At the time, PAF 4 was essentially a slightly 
altered version of Ancestral Quest 3. 

Over the next couple of years, more changes were made to PAF, until in approximately July of 2002, the 
last changes to PAF 5.2 were made available. PAF has now been retired. 

During all the time since 1999, Ancestral Quest has been continually upgraded. The current Ancestral 
Quest 12.1 has most of the features of PAF 5, but also scores of additional features. While these 
programs have some differences, they are still more alike than different. 

Incline Software has worked with the APIs provided by FamilySearch to make a bridge between AQ and 
PAF databases and the Family Tree of FamilySearch. Thus, Ancestral Quest provides PAF users with a 
way to connect their data to the Family Tree of  FamilySearch using a working environment that will feel 
very comfortable and familiar. 

 

 

 

Key Points to Remember 

 PAF has been retired, and was never able to work with FamilySearch Family Tree 

 Ancestral Quest is up-to-date and will work with FamilySearch Family Tree 

 Ancestral Quest can work with a PAF database 

 As PAF was derived from AQ, whether you use AQ either as a full replacement for PAF or simply as 
an add-on to PAF (using AQ as the liaison between PAF and FamilySearch), the learning curve will 

be minimal since most screens and reports are identical or very similar 

 



 “FamilySearch” menu 

 Read Overview to review concepts and best 

practices 

 Methods of connecting: 

 Link and Sync yourself – then expand to 

other family 

 Link and Sync other individuals of 

interest 

 Link and Sync groups of individuals 

 Maintaining the synchronous status 
 

 

Linking and Syncing Yourself 

 Login to new FamilySearch to see your information 

 Identify your record in the AQ or PAF database 

 Click OK to link your record to FamilySearch and begin process of 

syncing your data. 

 
 

Synchronize Data 

 Mark data on your local record 

to be added to FamilySearch 

 Mark data on FamilySearch to 

be added to your local file 

 You cannot add your local LDS 

data to FamilySearch 

 If the person is Living, you 

won’t see very much. 

 Click on a data item to see more 

details. 

 Unlink - correct a bad linkage 

 View Family – Examine the 

family of this person. Discussed 

next. 
 

 

 Check for additional duplicates of this person on FamilySearch to help clean up their system. 

 



Synchronize Families 

 Link family members that are 

already in your AQ or PAF file and 

on FamilySearch 

 Synchronize relationship data 

 Add individuals to FamilySearch 

that are missing there, but in your 

personal file 

 Add individuals to your file that 

you find in FamilySearch 

 If you find duplicate individuals in 

FamilySearch, “Merge” them. 

 
 

Before and After – Light vs Dark indicators help you see at a glance who has been linked. 

  
After you link yourself and close family, you can select any other person of interest and link him/her. Use AQ’s 

pedigree, family, individual list or search screens, which will feel very much like PAF’s screens, to navigate and 

locate the person you want to link. 

 

Linking and Resolving Duplication 

 Mark as the same all duplicate individuals on 

FamilySearch 

 Use Search to find additional possibilities 

 Merge them 

 If only one, link to him/her 

 If person is not on FamilySearch, Add him/her 

 
 



Options for Linking/Syncing 

As you select individuals to add or link, you will options 

to: 

 Link the individual 

 Link, then Manually control all aspects of what data 

is transferred 
 

 

Link and Sync Groups 

 Select your whole file, or use the 

familiar Advanced Filtering screen to 

select a group of individuals 

 Match the group against FamilySearch 

records 

 Handle the different types of match 

results. 

 
 

As you work on your data in the future, there are options for uploading changes you make to your personal data 

into FamilySearch. There are options for finding out what changes have been made to records on FamilySearch that 

you have linked to, and synchronizing those changes. 
 

 

Review and Summary: 
As of the time that this syllabus was written, FamilySearch had made certain capabilities available. More 
will be added over time. Here is a list of tasks that can be completed currently using AQ and 
FamilySearch with your PAF or AQ data: 

 Mark (link) individuals in your PAF or AQ database as being the same person as a matching person 
on the FamilySearch Family Tree database. This lets you know that FamilySearch already has a copy 
of your data, and lets you do quick lookups on FamilySearch in the future from within Ancestral Quest. 

 Supplement FamilySearch data with data (like birth date and place) from your PAF or AQ database 

 Add individuals from your PAF or AQ database to the FamilySearch databases 

 Add to your local PAF or AQ data (like birth date and place) with information from FamilySearch 

 Add individuals from FamilySearch to your local PAF or AQ database. (This allows you to use 
FamilySearch as a research tool, extending your local database by pulling down individuals from 
research submitted to FamilySearch by others.) 

 Merge duplicate individuals on FamilySearch. If you notice duplication in FamilySearch’s data 
while using AQ to browse the data on FamilySearch, you have tools to merge individuals on the 
FamilySearch system. 

PAF users will open up their data in AQ to perform any of the above tasks. In AQ they will be able to 
move data from their PAF file up to FamilySearch and be able to download data from FamilySearch into 
their local PAF database. Then, when they close AQ and open their PAF database in PAF, they will be 
able to see the additional data that was loaded into their database from FamilySearch. The next time the 
user wants to review information between the PAF data and FamilySearch, they will close PAF and once 
again open their data in Ancestral Quest. While working in AQ, the user will be able to see not only the 
data in the PAF file, but also corresponding data in FamilySearch. 


