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Please help make this newsletter a success by 
submitting your Family History questions, tips, favorite 
websites, queries & quotes to share with others. Submit 
here or click reply.  

Announcements 

Free Classes - All classes at 
Logan Family History Center 
will be free beginning Jan 3, 
2011. Handouts (which the 
class fee has covered in the 
past) will now be available 

online. If you sign up for a class and want the 
handouts, please print them at home before you come 
to the class. If you do not have internet access or need 
help, we will be happy to help you at the Center. Cost 
will be $.05 per page. Please ask for help at the 
reception desk (not in the class). 
 
LFHC Holiday Hours - Logan Family History Center 
will be open 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. through Saturday, 
Dec 18. It will then be closed until Monday January 3 
when it will reopen with regular hours. 
 
Family History Leaders Quarterly Training Meeting 
- There will NOT be a Quarterly Training Meeting this 
5th Wednesday, Dec 29. The next will be Wednesday, 
March 30, 2011. Put it on your Calendar now. 

Family History Tips 

Write Your Story - A real story has life and breath, makes you 
want to read it, helps you come to know the person better. Dawn 
Thurston, in her book "Breathe Life into Your Life Story: How to 
Write a Story People Will Want to Read", focuses on six 
techniques that will help you write a more interesting story. 

1. Show rather than tell.  
2. Animate the people in your story so they become believable, interesting 

characters  
3. Re-create your world, or your ancestors' world, so readers can visualize places, 

styles, attitudes and such.  
4. Write at the gut level, revealing how your experiences affected you, and 

infusing your story with warmth and humanity.  
5. Keep your readers turning pages by applying the techniques used by suspense 

writers.  
6. Begin with a bang  

To learn more about them, read the newspaper article by Carma Wadley, published in 



the Deseret News Sunday Sep 26, 2010. 
 
More Than Vital Records - Although I am searching for all the vital records (death, 
marriage, birth, census) in my family search I find I frequently end up with more 
questions as a result of reviewing those documents. Check if there is any large library 
in your area that has U.S. newspapers on microfilm. Our State Historical Library has a 
large collection of newspapers from around the state and country. Very often small 
town newspapers in the late 1800's or early 1900's had social columns (prelude to 
today's birth & marriage announcements plus everyday gossip). I have been able to 
verify my great-grandfather's election to the town council. I have found extensive 
obituary notices, marriage & wedding anniversary celebration descriptions, not to 
mention a small note about my grandmother falling out of her seat in grade school! 
What a wonderful way to supplement the essence of these people - I now have much 
more than just names, dates and places!  
Source: Jean Schwonek, Milwaukee, WI, Ancestors Blog, April 2008 

Questions/Answers 

Question: Can I order birth certificates from Mexico, I live in Utah? 
 
Answer: Birth, marriage, and death records may be obtained by 
contacting local civil registration offices and state civil archives in 
Mexico. If you know the town where your family lived, you should be 

able to find the local civil registration office. The Family History Library has 
microfilmed thousands of such records. For details on what is available and where, 
check the Family Search Wiki entry for Mexico Civil Registration.  
 
Additional information from Jonathan Walker, Hispanic Research consultant, "If they 
are wanting a birth certificate just for genealogy reasons, the Family History Library 
is the best way to go. But if they are wanting the birth certificate for legal or official 
reasons, the best way is to contact the state civil registry and see how they can order 
the certificate. Each state has a website with links to the civil registry. Or also they 
can contact the Mexican Consulate in Salt Lake." 
 
Question: Are there any genealogical societies in the Central Germany area. 
 
Answer: To locate Genealogical Societies, I would try the FEEFHS (The Federation of 
East European Family History Societies) website. 

Favorite Websites 

Free Webinar - Google for Genealogists - Most genealogists are 
only using 10% or less of the resources behind Google when it 
comes to genealogy research. Learn from professional genealogist, 
Thomas MacEntee, about the other 90% and how these Google 
components can be leveraged for better search results. Google is 
more than just a search engine - it is a wealth of information much 
of which goes unnoticed by the average genealogist. Besides search, 

Google allows you to access maps, books, journals, abstracts, patents and much 
more. These components may be what is needed to make advances in your 
genealogy research. For more information and registration: Google Webinar 
Source: Washington DC Family History Center, Generations Newsletter December 
2010, submitted by Ilene Shelton. 
 
New FamilySearch - New FamilySearch has been updated. Check out the new 
features. Among these are the ability to watch individuals, receive e-mail notifications 
when changes occur, reserve ordinances for individual members of a family rather 
than the whole family. 

Surname Queries 



I am searching for information regarding Johan Frederik 
Denhardt (many other spellings but with same sound), who is believed born in the 
area of Central Germany about 1776-1786. He had a brother named Guenther born 
there also. Johan Frederik married Zidsel Hansdatter in the Vejle, Norup, 
Denmark area in about 1811. Four children are known to have been born to them: 
Ane Marie Lovise, Johan Conrad, Johan Henrik August and Hans Christian. 
Johan Frederik may have had a prior marriage and family in Germany (wife 
unknown) before he migrated to Denmark. Other spellings of this name seen in my 
research are Daenharth, Deenhardt, Dehnhart, Daenhart, Denhart. If you can 
help, please contact Marian at ggmack78@gmail.com 

New Acquisitions 

None this week 

Suggested Weekly Bulletin Thought 

"The Lord will not tamper with our agency. If we want a testimony of 
family history and temple work, we must do something about that 
work. 
" Boyd K. Packer, "Your Family History: Getting Started," Ensign, 
Aug. 2003, pg 12. 

Remember... 

CHRISTMAS IS GIVING, Consider the importanace of giving in the 
following story... 
 
After 17 years of marriage, my wife wanted me to take another 
woman out to dinner and a movie. She said, 'I love you, but I know 
this other woman loves you and would love to spend some time with 

you.'  
 
The other woman that my wife wanted me to visit was my MOTHER, who has been 
alone for 20 years, but the demands of my work and my two boys had made it 
possible to visit her only occasionally.  
 
That night I called to invite her to go out for dinner and a movie.  
 
'What's wrong, aren't you well,' she asked?  
 
My mother is the type of woman who suspects that a late night call or a surprise 
invitation is a sign of bad news..  
 
'I thought it would be pleasant to spend some time with you,' I responded. 'Just the 
two of us.' She thought about it for a moment, and then said, 'I would like that very 
much.'  
 
That Friday after work, as I drove over to pick her up I was a bit nervous. When I 
arrived at her house, I noticed that she, too, seemed to be nervous about our date. 
She waited in the door. She had curled her hair and was wearing the dress that she 
had worn to celebrate her last birthday on November 19th.  
 
She smiled from a face that was as radiant as an angel's. 'I told my friends that I was 
going to go out with my son, and they were impressed,' she said, as she got into that 



new white van. 'They can't wait to hear about our date'.  
 
We went to a restaurant that, although not elegant, was very nice and cozy. My 
mother took my arm as if she were the First Lady. After we sat down, I had to read 
the menu. Her eyes could only read large print. Half way through the entries, I lifted 
my eyes and saw Mom sitting there staring at me. A nostalgic smile was on her lips. 
'It was I who used to have to read the menu when you were small,' she said. 'Then 
it's time that you relax and let me return the favor,' I responded.  
 
During the dinner, we had an agreeable conversation- -nothing extraordinary but 
catching up on recent events of each other's life. We talked so much that we missed 
the movie.  
 
As we arrived at her house later, she said, 'I'll go out with you again, but only if you 
let me invite you.' I agreed.  
 
'How was your dinner date ?' asked my wife when I got home. 'Very nice. Much more 
so than I could have imagined,' I answered.  
 
A few days later, my mother died of a massive heart attack. It happened so suddenly 
that I didn't have a chance to do anything for her.  
 
Some time later, I received an envelope with a copy of a restaurant receipt from the 
same place mother and I had dined. An attached note said: 'I paid this bill in 
advance. I wasn't sure that I could be there; but nevertheless, I paid for two plates - 
one for you and the other for your wife. You will never know what that night meant 
for me. I love you, son.'  
 
At that moment, I understood the importance of saying in time: 'I LOVE YOU' and to 
give our loved ones the time that they deserve. Nothing in life is more important than 
your family. Give them the time they deserve, because these things cannot be put off 
till 'some other time.' 

Class Schedule for the Upcoming Week 

Our 2011 class schedule is now available at the Center and online. Please pre-register 
for the classes you wish to attend by calling the Center (755-5594), or by email. 
Please include your phone number. A staff member will then call and remind you a 
day or two prior to the class. ALL classes will be FREE. Handouts for the classes will 
be available online for you to print before the class if you'd like them. 

 
Sheri Lynn Lemon 
Logan Utah Regional Family History Center  

 
email: ut_cache@ldsmail.net  
phone: (435)-755-5594  
web: http://users.rootsweb.com/~utcfhc  


