
 

Logan Utah Regional Family 
History Center  
-----Weekly Newsletter-----  13 Jan 2010 - Vol 11, No 2 

 

In This Issue 
 

Announcements 
Family History Tips 

Questions/Answers 
Favorite Websites 
Surname Queries 

New Acquisitions 
Remember... 
Class Schedule for the 
Upcoming Week 

 
Sign Up 

 

  
 

Quick Links...  
 

More about LFHC 
Class Schedule 
Newsletter Archive 
Old Newsletter Archive 
Training CD (now online) 
FH Consultant register 
Priesthood register 
FamilySearch Indexing 
FS Research Wiki 
New FamilySearch 

  

Please help make this newsletter a success by 
submitting your Family History questions, tips, favorite 
websites, queries & quotes to share with others. Submit 
here or click reply.  

Announcements 

LFHC Monthly Staff Training 
Meeting - Logan Regional 
Family History Center will be 
holding their monthly staff 
training meeting Wednesday, 
Jan 13, at 9:00 a.m. at the 

Logan Tabernacle. We invite any ward family 
history consultants or staff from other family 
history centers who may want to join us. Our 
topics for this month are our new computer catalog 
system and other internet search techniques presented 
by Steve Soulier. 
 
Specialized Help by Appointment - We have some 
staff members who have expertise in a particular area, 
who have volunteerd their time for 1- on-1 specialized 
help by appointment in lieu of organized classes. Please 
call the Center in advance to schedule an appointment. 

� Advanced Media Center Help - Mollyanne 
Hopkins, Tuesdays, 1 1/2 hr. sessions at 10, 
11:30 or 1:00  

� Hispanic Research Help - Jonathon Walker 
(Please note the name correction), Wednesdays, 
1 hr. sessions at 7 or 8 p.m.  

� Cornwall, England or Netherlands Research - 
Dave Coppin, Tuesdays, 2 hr. sessions at 10 a.m. 
or 1, 3, 5 or 7 p.m.  

 
Upcoming Conferences 

� South Davis Regional Family History Fair at 
Bountiful High School, Saturday, March 6, 2010. 
For more information, go to 
http://www.devclean.com/famhistfair/index.html  

� Conference on Computerized Family History 
and Genealogy at BYU, March 12-13, 2010. For 
more information, go to 
http://ce.byu.edu/cw/cwcompu/  

� National Genealogical Society Conference at 
the Salt Palace, in Salt Lake City, April 28-May 1. 



For more information, go to 
http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/cs/conference_info/

Family History Tips 

Irish Research Series Tutorials - Check out the new Irish 
Research Series of Tutorials on FamilySearch.org. Go to the 
Library tab and click on education, the Research Series Online. 
There are now lessons for England, Germany, Ireland, Italy, 
Mexico, Russia, US and Research Principles and Tools. 

 
Tips for using New FamilySearch - The following tips are suggested by the Family 
History Department for using New FamilySearch: 

1. New FamilySearch provides excellent online helps. Members should view the 
short video tutorial and the Help section before getting started. For additional 
help, members can contact FamilySearch Support by email 
support@familysearch.org or by toll-free phone. In the US and Canada call 1-
866-406-1830. For an online list of toll-free numbers worldwide, see the 
FamilySearch Support contact list at: contact.familysearch.org.  

2. Keep in mind that the New FamilySearch reflects a community view. The 
program includes everyone's contributions, and contributors see each other's 
contributions. For members with extensive pioneer ancestry, there could be 
many contributions and entries for popular, shared ancestors to sort through; 
some of the tips below will help deal with that issue.  

3. If you are surprised to find a common ancestor is missing in your family tree, 
search the entire database to ensure that ancestor does not already exist in 
another tree before creating a new individual. This helps to avoid duplication.  

4. Don't worry about inaccurate or incorrect data that shows up in the Details 
section. If you are confident that it is the correct person, then don't worry and 
don't dispute.  

5. The Dispute feature should be used only in rare instances where the 
information is so false it would damage the summary view of the person, and 
you cannot contact the contributor of the wrong information to correct it. 
Disputing any information locks the record, and nobody, not even the original 
contributor, can work with it until the dispute is removed.  

6. Before you clear any name for temple work, be sure to do an extended search 
to ensure the work has not already been done. Combine all records you think 
are about that person. Think of this task as filing all notes on a particular 
person in his or her file folder.  

7. Try viewing your family information with the dynamic Family Tree tool. To do 
this from the home page of new.familysearch. org, click on See Me and My 
Ancestors; then click on the arrow next to Change View in the upper left corner. 
Choose Family Tree. This view will allow you to see more generations at a time. 
You can also easily see the descendants of a person to determine if they need 
temple work.  

8. Take advantage of products from certified FamilySearch affiliates. These 
programs are compatible with the New FamilySearch and provide additional 
capacity, tools and services like you might find in a robust desktop software 
program. These products include FamilyInsight, RootsMagic, Ancestral Quest, 
All My Cousins, MobileTree and Charting Companion.  

Source: "Tips for using New FamilySearch", pg. 3, Church News , Week ending Dec 
26, 2009. 

Questions/Answers 

Question: It was recently brought to my attention, that the current 
county lines in Idaho have not always been in the same location. Tell 
me when and why were the county lines changed? How does this effect 



my records? Do I put the current county line or the most recent? 
Answer: Since records of events are kept in the county in which the event took 
place, that is the county that should be recorded. Two good sources for county 
boundary changed are Ancestry's Red Book: American State, County & Town Sources 
and The Handybook for Genealogists published by Evertons. 

Favorite Websites 

Genealogy How-To Blogs 

� Genealogy Tip of The Day  
� Family Tree Maker User  
� Genealogy How To.com  
� Genealogy Guys  

� Personal Past Meditations  
� Treasure Maps Genealogy  
� The ProGenealogists Blog  
� Family Matters  
� Genealogy Roots Blog  
� ThinkGenealogy  
� Relatively Curious About Genealogy,  
� RootDig  

Surname Queries 

Many years ago my mother Alma Lee McCowin,wrote a book, 
Pioneers All (3 vols. available in Logan FHC). I am amazed and 
delighted by the cousins who have found me through that book. 
One lives with his family in Australia and spells his name McCown. 
Another lives in Kansas City and spells his name McCowan. He 
has connected me with another relative in Seattle, who has turned 

out to be a dear, dear friend. Just recently a cousin in Bountiful contacted me, sent 
me pictures of the tombstones of our joint ancestors in the Bountiful Cemetery, and 
even came to see me when I was in the hospital in Bountiful. I and two other 
McCowins were blessed to go to Australia and visit our absolutely delightful 
relatives. There are also many relatives in Ohio. I have visited them several times, 
gone on trips with them and was always just one of the family. These are all choice 
people. I just wanted you to know what effect a book can have over the miles.  
Submitted by Marjorie Simard simargeu@yahoo.com 

New Acquisitions 

None this week 

Remember... 

Coincidental Meeting Holds Key to Important Information  
Schedule Changes Help Make Connection 
 
My (great) Aunt Maude was an avid genealogist and devoted one day 
a week for research at the genealogy library. One Tuesday a lady 
approached her for help. She had asked several librarians for a specific 

book and none could help her. Somehow she felt impressed to approach my aunt out 
of the hundreds of other visitors in the library that day. She was looking for a book 
that had been referred to her from a letter she had in her hand. It was called Charles 
Smith's Diary. My aunt told her it was not in the library, but by coincidence she had it 
at home, as Charles Smith was her grandfather. This lady wanted information on her 



great grandfather, who was Captain Jacob Secrist, another captain of a wagon train 
in 1855. He had died on the trail and she wanted to go back along the trail to locate 
his grave.  
 
My aunt invited her to her home, and they found in the diary that Charles Smith was 
the clerk of the very same wagon train and he had kept a day-to-day account, 
including the date of Captain Secrist's death and where he was buried. The lady went 
back and found the place of burial, located an historian and placed a marker at that 
spot. The historian then wrote about the event in the newspaper, and many more 
people made inquiries, were able to find more genealogical information, and add 
more markers along the trail.  
 
To make this story even more amazing, Aunt Maude always went to the library on 
Mondays, never Tuesday, because she babysat on Tuesdays. The lady never went on 
Tuesday because that was the day she worked at the Children's Hospital. But on that 
particular week each had their plans changed and the only day they could go was on 
Tuesday.  
 
Source: "Strange But True Genealogy Stories - Coincidence. . .or not." 

Class Schedule for the Upcoming Week 

Our class schedule is available at the Center and online. Please pre-register for the 
classes you wish to attend by calling the Center (755-5594), registering online or by 
email. If you include your phone number, a staff member will be happy to call and 
remind you a day or two prior to the class. The cost for each class is $2 or the cost of 
materials (whichever is greater). 
 

� Thu, Jan 14, Let's Learn About Blogging!- 54, Ray, Byron, 1 wk, 5:00 PM  
� Wed, Jan 20, Basic US Research-50, Winkler, David, 2 wk, 1:00 PM  
� Wed, Jan 20, Land Records-3, Bray, Verne, 2 wk, 10:00 AM  
� Wed, Jan 20, Basic Computers-35, Owens, Gladys, 2 wk, 5:00 PM  
� Thu, Jan 21, New FamilySearch-1, Barber, Norman, 4 wk, 7:00 PM  
� Thu, Jan 21, Adding Creative Elements to Your Blog-55, Ray, Byron, 1 wk, 

5:00 PM  

 
Sheri Lynn Lemon 
Logan Utah Regional Family History Center  

 
email: ut_cache@ldsmail.net  
phone: (435)-755-5594  
web: http://users.rootsweb.com/~utcfhc 


