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Please help make this newsletter a success by 
submitting your Family History questions, tips, favorite 
websites, queries & quotes to share with others. Submit 
here or click reply.  

Announcements 

Logan FHC Christmas Holiday Schedule 

� December 15-20 - 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
� December 21 thru January 4 - Closed  

The Center will reopen with our regular schedule 
Monday, January 5. 
 
Share Your Knowledge and Skills - Many of you who 
receive this newsletter are experienced family historians 
and researchers. Please consider sharing your 
knowledge and skills by serving as a volunteer or part-
time missionary here at the Logan Utah Regional Family 
History Center. Our patrons need your expertise and 
you need the blessings that come only through service 
to others. Contact Brother Ray here at the Center (755-
5595) for an appointment to learn more about serving 
here. 

Family History Tips 

Searching for Mc or Mac Names - If you have ancestors 
whose surnames begin with "Mc" and "Mac," such as McKnitt and 
MacTavish, you may find them suspiciously absent in records 
even in places you are almost positive they should be appear. 
Sometimes the Mc or Mac may have been omitted by the person 

making the record or the record may have been misfiled under the second half of the 
name. Look in the records for both the full name and for the shortened version of the 
name. Of course this would also apply to O'Malley and other surname prefixes that 
could be separated. Learning to misspell and fracture your ancestors' surnames can 
sometimes help you find those missing links.  
Source: Tips from the Pros: "Get Rid of the Mc or Mac", from George G. Morgan, 
"24-7 Family History Circle", 11/15/2008 
 
Census Clues Can Identify Another Marriage - "Whenever you uncover a wife's 
name in your research, it is prudent to question whether she was the only wife.... The 
wife that you have discovered may or may not be the mother of any or all of your 
ancestor's children. This is especially true in the time before census records listed 
family members by name, or identified family relationships. Census records, 
especially, are full of clues to a potential second (or third) marriage." Read the rest of 
Kimberly Powell's excellent article at: Second Wife  
Source: "Generations Newsletter", Washington DC Family History Center, Nov 2008 



Questions/Answers 

Question: I am having some difficultly trying to decide what to do 
with fathers that never married the mother of children that are in the 
family descendants, because family group sheets only list "Husband" 
and "Wife". It can happen on either side of the family tree. In most 
cases, it seems like the father of a child never marries the mother. In 

some cases, the mother may have had relations with several different men and had a 
child by each but the mother never married any of the fathers. What should I put in 
my records? There isn't any place to designate - Never Married but was a biological 
father of a child. How do I deal with these situations? 
 
Answer: I am assuming you are using PAF. If a couple had children together but 
never married, you must still create a marriage record to link children to their 
parents. You can then type "Not Married" in the date field, instead of the date. If you 
are using Legacy you have several additional options such as changing the wording 
for the family group sheet, selecting separate relationships for each parent, etc. 

Favorite Websites 

New York Vital Records - A law was passed by the state of New 
York requiring vital records (births, marriages and deaths) to be 
kept by school districts. Some areas ignored the law. Others kept 
the records, but generally did not keep complete records. The law 
was terminated in 1849. The source links known records for the 
period, 1846-1849 by county. To see the records, go to: 
newhorizonsgenealogicalservices.com  

Source: Silicon Valley PastFinder, May 2008, Vol 19, No 5 
 
Super German Websites - Here you will find lots of sites that you can use to 
enhance your knowledge of the German language and culture. There are many sites 
that also link to others that can be helpful. Go to: 
http://www.uni.edu/becker/German2.html 

Surname Queries 

None submitted this week. Don't miss out on this opportunity 
to coordinate your research efforts with others who may be 
working on one of your lines. Submit a query... 

New Acquisitions 

"The New England Historical and Genealogical Register", Vol 162, 
October 2008 

Remember... 

Lift Where You Stand  
 
Some years ago in our meetinghouse in Darmstadt, Germany, a group 
of brethren was asked to move a grand piano from the chapel to the 
adjoining cultural hall, where it was needed for a musical event. None 
were professional movers, and the task of getting that gravity-friendly 

instrument through the chapel and into the cultural hall seemed nearly impossible. 
Everybody knew that this task required not only physical strength but also careful 
coordination. There were plenty of ideas, but not one could keep the piano balanced 



correctly. They repositioned the brethren by strength, height, and age over and over 
again-nothing worked. As they stood around the piano, uncertain of what to do next, 
a good friend of mine, Brother Hanno Luschin, spoke up. He said, "Brethren, stand 
close together and lift where you stand."  
 
It seemed too simple. Nevertheless, each lifted where he stood, and the piano rose 
from the ground and moved into the cultural hall as if on its own power. That was the 
answer to the challenge. They merely needed to stand close together and lift where 
they stood."  
 
Although it may seem simple, there are those who sometimes struggle with this 
concept. There are those who seek to lead, who believe that their abilities far surpass 
their calling. There are also those who seek to hide, who may feel that they are too 
busy to serve.  
 
But there is a better way. "May we cease to aspire and cease to retire! May we stand 
close together and lift where we stand". 
 
Source: Dieter F. Uchtdorf, "Lift Where You Stand," Liahona, Nov 2008, 53-56 

Class Schedule for the Coming Year 

Our class schedule for January through March 2009 is now available at the 
Center and will be online soon. Please pre-register for the classes you wish to attend 
by calling the Center (755-5594), registering online or by email. The cost for each 
class is $2 or the cost of materials (whichever is greater). 
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