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The William Joel Bryan Chapter #14 met September 21 at Kreuz Market in Bryan. 

Meeting attendance was 32 individuals, including five guests. This was one of the 

highest attended meetings. President Mervin Peters called the meeting to order and 

ancestor roll call followed. Peters also noted the chapter membership continues to grow 

as there are at least three new members that will be inducted at the next meeting. 

Guests included Kenny Reinhardt and Robert Hailey. Angela Farris Fannin of the 

Daughters of Republic of Texas Robert Henry chapter was also in attendance. 

A number of business items were covered during the meeting. Charlie Briggs, 

Past President General and Knight of San Jacinto, gave a treasurer’s report. The chapter 

received $276 in dues rebates May 16. With no expenses through the statement period 

August 31, the chapter had a balance of $3,221.88 with no liabilities. Briggs made a 

motion to move the chapter bank account to The Bank & Trust in Bryan due to multiple 

mergers and account requirement changes at the chapter’s current financial institution. 

Such a move would also allow for updating the account signature card to add the 

chapter president, vice president, treasurer and secretary signatures to conduct 

business as needed.  

John Hicks motioned for approval and Leroy Johnson second. Chapter members 

approved the motion unanimously. 

President Peters then made a motion to approve Jim Singleton as an honorary 

member. Singleton has performed numerous gratis efforts related to engineering and 

design of the log cabin restoration project at Boonville Heritage Park. Tom McDonald 

moved for approval. John Hicks second the motion and it was passed unanimously by 

the membership. 

Peters then provided an update on two important dates involving Boonville 

Heritage Park. Boonville Heritage Days and the grand opening of Boonville Heritage Park 



will both take place in October. Peters made a call for docent volunteers to assist with 

these activities. A signup sheet was circulated to the membership as well as a request to 

send out a call for volunteers via email.  

Peters also noted that both Bryan and College Station school districts will tour 

Boonville Heritage Park in 2017 with its fourth and seventh grade classes taking part in 

educational tours and related learning opportunities. 

District Representative George Nelson gave an update on efforts to attract Boys 

Scouts, Cub Scouts and Girl Scouts groups for tours and activities of Boonville Heritage 

Park. Nelson said that effort has been well received and those activities will extend to 

private schools in the area with future efforts to involve all Brazos Valley Schools. 

With no further business, Vice President Blair Fannin introduced guest speaker 

Michael Sprout, curator of collections at the Sam Houston Memorial Museum in 

Huntsville. Sprout gave an entertaining presentation with a few collection items to share 

with the chapter, including a letter from Andrew Jackson to Sam Houston as well as a 

Bible his son carried that stopped a bullet during the Civil War battle. There were 

several questions asked at the end of his presentation. 

With no further business, Fannin closed the meeting by leading the U.S. and 

Texas flag pledges. The next meeting is scheduled for Nov. 30 at 11:30 a.m. at Kreuz 

Market in Bryan. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by 
Blair Fannin, 
Vice President 
Sons of the Republic of Texas William Joel Bryan Chapter #14 


