
MEETING MINUTES 

November 16, 2011 

 

The William Joel Bryan Chapter #14 – Bryan of the Sons of the Republic of Texas held 

our fourth meeting in 2011 on Wednesday, November 16, 2011 at 11:30 AM at C&J 

BBQ in Bryan, Texas.  Attending were fifteen members, District Rep. Bob Schuhmann 

and two prospects.  The meeting started with an Invocation by President Nelson followed 

by the Pledges to the US and Texas Flags led by VP John Hicks. 

 

Following lunch, Chapter President George Nelson called the meeting to order and 

welcomed everyone.  Secretary Peters then introduced two visiting prospects, Vernon 

Gomez and Roland Searcy.  President Nelson then called for an Honor Roll. 

 

Business matters were then addressed.  Treasurer Briggs advised that we experienced no 

disbursements and that the account balance as of this date stood at $4,233.52.  Briggs also 

impressed on the members that dues are now due and encouraged everyone to pay them 

NOW.  President Nelson then asked for approval of the September minutes.  Motion to 

approve by John Hicks and seconded by Blair Fannin was unanimously approved. 

 

Secretary Peters then gave a brief overview of the 7
th
 Grade Educational Initiative (more 

details available in the September minutes) and again asked for volunteers to be program 

presenters.  Peters then outlined an annual Brazos Valley History Fair conducted by Star 

of the Republic Museum that includes a regional, state and national history essay contest.  

By motion by John Hicks, seconded by Neeley Lewis, becoming a $100 Texians Sponsor 

was unanimously approved. 

 

Peters then review a recommendation that the chapter add two additional spring meeting 

for 2012, one in March and the other in April with the March meeting incorporating a 

cemetery commemorative service placing Citizen of the Republic of Texas medallions at 

the graves of documented Citizens in the selected cemetery.  It was indicated that the 

initial service would be held in Boonville Cemetery and recognize James I. Bowman, 

John H. Foley, Harvey Mitchell and John Leonard Randal.  A motion to add the meetings 

by Charles Benbow, seconded by Roland Haden was unanimously approved. 

 

All business maters being covered, Secretary Peters introduced the day’s program and 

speaker, C. Roland Haden, PhD and his topic was his ancestor, Caleb Wallace, one of 

Stephen F. Austin’s ‘Original 300’.  The program included an overview of the detective 

work involved in locating the burial site of Caleb on his own land grant property. 

 

Following some Q&A and discussion of various aspects of the program, the meeting was 

adjourned at 12:50 PM following a benediction by President Nelson. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mervin Peters, Secretary (11/16/11) 


