
MEETING MINUTES 

January 26, 2014 

 

The William Joel Bryan Chapter #14 – Bryan of the Sons of the Republic of Texas held a 

regular meeting on Wednesday, January 22, 2014 at 11:30 AM at C&J BBQ in Bryan, 

Texas.  Attending were thirty consisting of sixteen members, two prospects with 

applications submitted, two additional prospects with their spouses, 6 members of the 

DRT Robert Henry Chapter and Robert Schuhmann, SRT District Representative who 

has been very faithful in attending our meetings and supporting the chapter in any way he 

can.  

 

Following lunch, Chapter President George Nelson called the meeting to order and 

following an Invocation he welcomed everyone and introduced guests attending many 

who had family ties to the guest speaker or one of the subjects of his presentation.  John 

Hicks, Vice President then led those attending in the Pledges to the US and Texas Flags.  

An Honor Roll was then called.   

 

President Nelson requested approval of the minutes for the November meeting which are 

posted on our website. No objections being heard, John Hicks moved and Neely Lewis 

seconded and the minutes were approved.  Nelson then called on Secretary Peters for a 

brief report on the Boonville Heritage Park that is adjacent to Boonville Cemetery and 

will be the re-location site of the late 1850s dogtrot log cabin being acquired from TMPA 

with the approval of the Texas Historical commission.  The project is estimated to run 

$110,000 to $120,000 and as of this meeting over $93,000 has been raised with the 

officers participating 100% and with a few additional prospects identified.  We need the 

chapter members to actively participate in helping cover the remaining balance and 

making this a truly Republic of Texas Citizen Descendant funded project. 

 

President Nelson then again reminded all of the invitation to attend the annual 

Independence Day Luncheon on March 8 at Briarcrest Country Club featuring Charlie 

Fogarty, owner of Steamboat House Restaurant and popular speaker on Sam Houston and 

the Republic of Texas. Treasurer reported that the Chapter bank balance increased very 

slightly to $3,450.19 in the account.  Briggs also reminded all attending that dues may 

remain payable for some and it is important to get them in as timely as possible.  Early 

payment affords the chapter the opportunity to share via rebate of a few dollars that helps 

us, as that is our only source of revenue.   

 

There being no further business, Secretary Mervin Peters introduced Avrel Seale, Speech 

Writer for the University of  Texas President and a descent of Robert Henry and the well 

known local Seale Family of early-early settlers.  Henry arrived in 1821 from Ireland to 

scout an area for more of his countrymen and families to follow when the time was right.  

The program focused on the conditions found upon Henry’s arrival, which all found 

interesting, to say the least.  It was a very interesting and uniquely appropriate to those 

who reside or whose roots are or were in Brazos or Robertson Counties and even 

Burleson County just across the Brazos River from the scene of Henry’s early homestead. 



The program concluded, President Nelson called upon District Representative Robert 

Shuhmann to conduct an Induction Service for new Chapter Officers to begin serving 

with the February 2013 meeting. Those inducted were:  John Hicks, President, Mervin 

Peters, Vice President, Blair Fannin, Secretary, Charles Briggs, PPG, KSJ, Treasurer, and 

George Nelson, Past President.  Induction ceremony was conducted.  Doug Hicks will 

serve a Chapter Webmaster beginning this Spring. 

 

All matters being covered, President Nelson presented a benediction and the meeting was 

adjourned at 1:15 PM.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mervin Peters, Secretary (February 1, 2014) 


