
 

State of Texas Presidents  

Col. Frederick W. Huntington 1959 - 1966 

Roye A. Mulholland 1966 - 1968 

Trevis C. Smith Jr. 1968 - 1976 

Alfred H. Benjamin    1976 - 1978 

Clovis H. Brakebill 1978 - 1980 

Lorne C. Parks 1980 - 1982 

LtCol. Thomas F. Bresnehen Jr.  1982 - 1984 

Lloyd D. Bockstruck 1984 - 1986 

Joseph M Clark Jr. 1986 - 1988 

Robert L. Kurth, M.D. 1988 - 1990 

Thomas D. Yeilding, Ph.D.  1990 - 1992 

William H. Barris, M.D. 1992 - 1994 

David H. Peterson 1994 - 1996 

Col. Harry Long 1996 - 1998 

Col. Joseph Ware 1998 - 2000 

Robert Coker 2000 - 2002 

John Wilmeth 2002 - 2004 

Edward F. Butler 2004 - 2006 

James E. Heath, Ph.D. 2006 - 2008 

Michael J. Radcliff 2008 - 2010 

D. Peter H. Rowley 2010 - 2014 

David J. Temple 2014 - 2016 

James E. Heath, Ph.D. 2016 - 2017 

William E. Sekel Jr. 2017 - 2019 

Wayne A. Courreges Jr. 2019 - 2020 

  

 

The objectives of the Society are the 
collection and preservation of rolls, 
records, books, and other documents 
relating to the War of 1812; the 
encouragement of research and the 
preservation of historical data, 
including memorials to patriots of 
that era in our national history; the 
caring for and marking of the graves 
of veterans of the War of 1812; the 
cherishing, maintenance and 
extension of the institutions of 
American freedom; and the fostering 
of true patriotism and love of country. 

In carrying out these objectives, the 
State Societies hold meetings for their 
members and guests at which 
programs relating to the War of 1812 
and intelligent patriotism are 
presented. Over the years, the 
membership has been fortunate in 
attracting gentlemen of high caliber, 
intelligence, and gracious demeanor. 
The General Society and its affiliated 
State Societies are sensitive to the 
high ideals espoused by our Founding 
Fathers and they feel the duty that 
ever-vigilant defense of our nation 
and its Constitution entails. 

 

 

Society of The War of 1812   
in the State of Texas 

 
William E. Sekel Jr. 

Vice President General in the State of Texas 

 
General Information 

For  
Prospective Applicants 

www.gswar1812.org 
  

To submit an application or ask a question, 

please send to: 

David Temple 

GSW 1812 in the State of Texas Registrar 

bankerd@aol.com 

 

http://www.gswar1812.org/
mailto:bankerd@aol.com


 

Qualifications for Membership 

Genealogical documentation or proof is required for 

each generation from the veteran ancestor to the 

applicant. Forms will be provided for this purpose. All 

application papers are examined carefully by competent 

genealogists before approval for election to membership 

is granted. The Texas Society accepts SAR/DAR 

Record Copies as proof of lineal descent*  

*GSW 1812 does not grant Junior Memberships  

Genealogical Qualifications 

Any male person (18 or older) who is a lineal descendant 

of one who served during the War of 1812, in a military 

service of the United States, offering proof thereof 

satisfactory to the State Society to which he may make 

application for membership, and who is of good moral 

character and reputation, may become a member of this 

Society when approved of by said State Society, under 

such regulations as it may make for passing upon 

applications for membership. 

The following service and no other shall be regarded as 

satisfying the requirements of the preceding paragraph: 

(1) Service as an officer, warrant officer or enlisted man 

in the United States Army, Navy, Marine Corps, 

Revenue Marine, Flotilla Service or Voluntary Corps at 

any time between November 7, 1811 and July 18, 1815; 

(2) Service at any time between November 7, 1811 and 

July 18, 1815, as a member of the ship’s company on 

any public armed vessel of the United States or any 

vessel sailing under Letters of Marque and Reprisal 

issued by the United States; 

(3) Service in the militia of any state or territory or the 

District of Columbia duly called out for service against 

an armed enemy or for coast or border defense between 

November 7, 1811 and July 18, 1815; 

(4) Service in the forces of the United States at the Battle 

of Tippecanoe on November 7, 1811; 

(5) Service as the President of the United States, 

Secretary of War or Secretary of the Navy between 

November 7, 1811 and July 18, 1815. 

(6) Service as a Governor or Adjutant General of a state 

or territory of the United States between November 7, 

1811 and July 18, 1815. 

No service, however, shall be regarded as qualifying if 

the person who rendered such service voluntarily bore 

arms against the United States at any time between the 

dates named or if such person’s latest service between 

said dates was terminated by a separation     from 

the service under conditions other than 

honorable. 

In case of the failure of lineal descendants of an actual 

participant in the War on behalf of the United States, 

one collateral descendant, who is deemed worthy, may 

be admitted to represent the said participant. 

Provided, always, that such representation shall be 

limited to the descendant of either a brother or sister 

of the participant in the war, in right of whose services 

application for membership is made. 

The GSW 1812 Organization 

The General Society is a confederation of highly 

autonomous State Societies, all of which conform to 

the General Society’s Constitution and Bylaws, and all 

maintain membership admission requirements, that is, 

eligibility and proof thereof as a descendant of a War 

of 1812 veteran.  In additional Statue Societies may 

impose requirements that are not in conflict with the 

General Society.  

The Texas Society allows Chapters to form to help 

promote the objectives of the Society but does not 

require members to be in a Chapter. All Chapters must 

conform to the State’s Constitution and Bylaws.  


