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President’s Corner 

We are back and again pursuing the 

objectives of the Society are the collection 

and preservation of rolls, records, books, 

and other documents relating to the War of 

1812; the encouragement of research and 

the preservation of historical data, including 

memorials to patriots of that era in our 

national history; the caring for the graves of 

veterans of the War of 1812; the cherishing, 

maintenance and extension of the 

institutions of American freedom; and the 

fostering of true patriotism and love of 

country.  We do this through ROTC medals, 

the oration contest, grave markings and 

preserving records.  Over the next few 

months we will accomplish the goals 

approved at the Fall Heritage Societies 

meeting October 21-32 2016 in San 

Antonio. 

Dues Notice 

Annual dues for 2017 are now due and 

payable to Wayne Courreges, Sec-Treasurer 

of the Texas Society of the War of 1812.  

Dues are $45 and should be sent before 

December 15, 2016 please.  The national 

dues payment for Life Members will be sent 

shortly to the General Society. 

 

FALL MEETING TSW1812 

The Texas Society of the War of 1812 met 

on Saturday morning at the Tropicana Hotel 

in San Antonio.  We used our time to hold a 

business meeting.  Due to the preparation of 

your Sect treas. Wayne Courreges, we were 

given a summary of the status of the 

Society.  We have 196 members including 

71 Life members as of October 20 2016.  

About 40 have already paid their 2017 dues.  

We are trying to get a complete e-mail list 

of our members. About 25 members need to 

submit your e-mail address.  This would 

allow us to send the newsletter to all 

members by e-mail and save about $$$ per 

newsletter member.    

Remember to send your dues. 

Corbin Sorrel Oration 1812 Winner 
He received a Second-Place Award for the 

Texas Society of the Sons of the American 

Revolution and by tradition received the 

1812 winner designation.  He received a 

$500 check for school supplies and books 

from Texswar1812 and a Certificate of 

Award for Excellence from the Texas SAR 

and 1812 This is one of our efforts to 

accomplish our goals.   

 

Actions Taken at the October Meeting 

A number of items brought to the Society 

by President Heath to carry out our 

obligation: 

1.  Texas A&M has curated the records of 

our activities and applications for nearly 10 

years without any compensation.  Heath 

proposed contribution to the Archives of 

$250 to aid in the costs of maintaining and 

curating our records. After a brief 

discussion a motion to do so was passed 

unanimously by the members present. 

2. President Heath brought a motion that we 

continue to cooperate with the Texas SAR 

in awarding $500 to the 1812 oration winner 



for the foreseeable future.  After a brief 

discussion the motion passed unanimously. 

3. The Society of Colonial Wars has picked 

up the tab for overages and carried out the 

efforts to have a heritage society meeting.  

This has eaten up an unfair chunk of their 

treasury.  President Heath proposed a one-

time contribution to the Society of Colonial 

Wars by our society of $250 for our share of 

the costs of overages etc. The motion was 

discussed and passed unanimously 

4. The Heritage meeting will continue under 

the auspices of Texas Geneological Society.  

Our society bought a $100 group 

membership for the next year assuring our 

place at the 2017 Heritage Societies 

meeting.  It was discussed to continue 

participating at the Heritage Soc. meeting 

each Fall.  The motion passed unanimously. 

5. President Heath pointed out that our 501- 

3c status depends on our demonstrating our 

intent to carry out our goals through 

expenditure of time and funds.  We should 

consider at the Spring meeting at the 

Sunday breakfast of 1812 at the Texas SAR 

state convention contributions we might 

make to the care, maintenance and 

development of War of 1812 historic sites, 

provision of 1812 information through gifts 

of books and CDs to schools and libraries.  

Our contributions must be modest.  This 

will be an item at that time as well as 

election of new officers. 

6.  Our officers will be examining our roster 

to determine if Life members, who no 

longer communicate with us and we cannot 

locate, are still alive.  Otherwise; we could 

be paying national dues for deceased 

members.  We will hope to get some 

dropped members to take up their 

membership again.   

7.  We need to get all our chapters active 

again. 

 

 

 

Our next meeting will be Sunday 

Breakfast at the State Convention 

of SAR April 2, 2017. Tropicana 

Riverwalk Hotel San Antonio 

  

 

 

 

Packinham’s Secret Orders 

 

New historical research is shedding light on 

the pivotal importance of the victory by 

Major Gen. Andrew Jackson and his ragtag 

army of frontiersmen, Creoles, slaves and 

American Indians at the Battle of New 

Orleans 200 years ago. Often the Battle of 

New Orleans -- the main battle took place 

Jan. 8, 1815 -- is viewed as having been a 

great military victory but historically 

inconsequential, because a peace treaty 

between Britain and the United States was 

signed had already been signed. 

"What I was taught in school, like most of 

us, was that the Battle of New Orleans was 

irrelevant," said C.J. Longanecker, a former 

National Park Service ranger who worked 

for years at the Chalmette Battlefield, a 

national park dedicated to the battle. In 

reality, historians now say, the peace treaty 

was only as good as the paper it was written 

on. 

A big discovery has come from British war 

records: A set of secret orders given in 

October 1814 to Major Gen. Edward 

Pakenham, the commander of the British 

invasion of the Gulf Coast. The orders 

directed Pakenham to fight on regardless of 

any peace deal and to capture New Orleans, 

said Ronald Drez, the military historian who 

uncovered the orders. 

Secret 

Sir: It has occurred to me that one case may 

arise affecting your situation upon the 

Coasts of America for which the 

Instructions addressed to the late Major 

General Ross have not provided. You may 

possibly hear whilst engaged in active 

operations that the Preliminaries of Peace 

between His Majesty and the United States 

have been signed in Europe and that they 

have been sent to America in order to 

receive the Ratification of The President. As 

the Treaty would not be binding until it 

shall have received such Ratification in 

which we may be disappointed by the 

refusal of the Government of the United 

States, it is advisable that Hostilities should 



not be suspended until you shall have 

official information that The President has 

actually ratified the Treaty and a Person 

will be duly authorized to apprise you of 

this event. As during this interval, judging 

from the experience we have had, the 

termination of the war must be considered 

as doubtful, you will regulate your 

proceedings accordingly, neither omitting 

an opportunity of obtaining signal success, 

nor exposing the troops to hazard or serious 

loss for an inconsiderable advantage. And 

you will take special care not so to act 

under the expectation of hearing that the 

Treaty of Peace has been ratified, as to 

endanger the safety of His Majesty’s 

Forces, should that expectation be 

unhappily disappointed. 

I have etc. 

Bathurst[1] 

 

He dug up the records last spring during 

research in London for his new book, "The 

War of 1812, Conflict and Deception: The 

British Attempt to Seize New Orleans and 

Nullify the Louisiana Purchase." This 

should put to rest any doubt about British 

designs in America, Drez argues. 

"It truly is the smoking gun," Drez said. 

"They say to Pakenham: 'If you hear of a 

peace treaty, pay no attention, continue to 

fight.'" 

Drez found the orders among military 

records in The National Archives at Kew in 

London. "It's old information that hasn't 

been looked at," said Ron Chapman, a 

historian at the Nunez Community 

College. In Chapman's new book, "The 

Battle of New Orleans: But for a Piece of 

Wood," he reaches similar conclusions to 

Drez. Both historians said Americans don't 

appreciate how close the British came to 

seizing New Orleans and radically changing 

the course of American history. 

The British viewed the sale of the Louisiana 

territory by Napoleon Bonaparte to Thomas 

Jefferson as illegal. Great Britain "had never 

been reconciled with the loss of its colonies" 

in North America, said Christina Vella, a 

Tulane University historian and biographer. 

"They planned to colonize Louisiana." 

The stand by Jackson and his makeshift 

army, then, takes on new meaning. 

Almost 300 British soldiers were dead and 

almost six times as many were wounded, 

captured or missing after a multi-pronged 

attack by the British on the makeshift 

fortifications that the Americans had erected 

on the Mississippi River below of New 

Orleans. The defeat caused the British 

armada to retreat to Mobile, Ala., and 

definitively ended the War of 1812. 

The two countries never went to war 

again. "This is as big as Yorktown," 

Chapman said, referring to the decisive 

victory over the British during the American 

Revolution. 

 

Who would have guessed! 

  

 
Jackson’s Routes to New Orleans.  The 
rallying point in Columbia is now a Wal- 

 

http://topics.nola.com/tag/nunez-community-college/index.html
http://topics.nola.com/tag/nunez-community-college/index.html
http://topics.nola.com/tag/tulane-university/index.html


 

Defense of Fort McHenry 

Few people know of the poem titled 

"Defense of Fort McHenry". A 35-year-old 

lawyer after witnessing the bombardment of 

Fort McHenry during the Battle of 

Baltimore the night before by British ships 

wrote the poem on September 14, 1814. 

This lawyer, Francis Scott Key was inspired 

by the large flag still flying over the fort as 

the sun rose that morning. The poem was 

later renamed "The Star-Spangled Banner" 

and put to music to the tune of a popular 

British song "To Anacreon in Heaven." On 

March 3, 1931, a congressional resolution 

was passed and signed by President Herbert 

Hoover recognizing "The Star-Spangled 

Banner" as our National Anthem.  The large 

flag flying was the American Flag that we 

now call "The Star-Spangled Banner".  

Lt Colonel George Armistead took 

command of Fort McHenry in June of 1813 

and wanted a Flag to fly over the fort that 

was so large the British would have no 

difficulty in seeing it from a distance. He 

asked Mary Pickersgill, a local flag maker, 

to make the Flag, It would have 15 stars and 

15 stripes and that each stripe would be 24 

inches in width and each star would be 2 

feet in circumference. The wool bunting 

used to make the Flag only came in 18 inch 

width, as a result, each stripe consists of 2 

strips of bunting. The overall dimension of 

the Flag was 30 by 42 feet. Mary Pickersgill 

had to rent the top floor of a brewery to do 

the final assembly of the Flag. Mary was 

paid $405.90 for the Flag. The Flag was 

delivered to Fort McHenry on August 19, 

1813. The Flag was restored in 1914 and 

again in 1998 and is currently on display in 

the Smithsonian National Museum of 

American History. 

With the addition of Vermont and Kentucky 

to the Union, Congress passed “The Flag 

Act of 1794” the Flag would have 15 stars 

and 15 stripes.  President George 

Washington signed this Act into law on 

January 13, 1794. This Flag flew over the 

United States until the Flag Act of 1818.  

The following Presidents served under this 

Flag during those 23 years:   

 

George Washington, John Adams, Thomas 

Jefferson, James Madison, and James 

Monroe. 

 

Please Welcome our 
Newest Life Members: 

Thomas Ingle Jackson 

Robert Everett Steakley 

 

Remember your 1812 
Ancestors and Veterans 

 

Dues are $45.00 for 2017 

Make Checks Payable to:  

Texas Society of the War of 1812 

Mail to:  

Wayne Courreges 

Sect-Treasurer Texas 1812 

P.O Box 9266 

Austin TX 78766 

 

James Heath 

President Texas Society of the War of 1812 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


