
 San Angelo Genealogical and Historical Society
Pioneer Certificate Program
Please indicate the desired county pioneer certificate with a check or “x”:
	__ Coke
	__ Glasscock
	__ Menard
	__ Schleicher
	__ Sutton

	__ Concho
	__ Irion
	__ Reagan
	__ Sterling
	__ Tom Green

	__ Crockett
	__ Kimble
	__ Runnels
	
	


	THIS BOX FOR SAGHS USE ONLY

	File no.: 


	Postmark Date:
	Receive Date:
	Check/MO #: 
	Completed Date:

	Certificate No.:


	Approver name and comments:

	Name of Applicant
	


Name to Appear on Certificate


	Street address
	

	  City, state, zip
	

	e-mail address:
	

	Telephone:
	

	Submitter Signature: 
	


Submitter signature indicates the information included in this application is true and accurate to the best of his/her knowledge.

Any information or evidence submitted to receive a certificate becomes the property of San Angelo Genealogical and Historical Society.

Name of qualifying ancestor or collateral relative:

	
	

	
	Date
	Place 
	Sources/documents proving these facts

	
	b. 
	
	
	

	
	d. 
	
	
	

	
	m.
	
	
	


	
	married to 

	
	
	Date
	Place 
	Sources/documents proving these facts

	
	b. 
	
	
	

	
	d. 
	
	
	

	
	Documents proving person’s qualifications for the certificate:


Short biography of qualifying ancestor or person:





Line of Descent Chart with List of Proof Documents
	1
	Applicant Name: 

	
	Date
	Place 
	Sources/documents proving these facts

	
	b. 
	
	
	

	
	m.
	
	
	

	
	married to 

	
	
	Date
	Place 
	Sources/documents proving these facts

	
	b. 
	
	
	

	
	d. 
	
	
	

	2
	Name of parent lineage traces through: 

	
	
	Date
	Place 
	Sources/documents proving these facts

	
	b. 
	
	
	

	
	d. 
	
	
	

	
	m. 
	
	
	

	
	married to 

	
	
	Date
	Place 
	Sources/documents proving these facts

	
	b. 
	
	
	

	
	d.
	
	
	

	
	
	

	3
	Name of grandparent lineage traces through: 

	
	
	Date
	Place 
	Sources/documents proving these facts

	
	b. 
	
	
	

	
	d.
	
	
	

	
	m. 
	
	
	

	
	married to 

	
	
	Date
	Place 
	Sources/documents proving these facts

	
	b. 
	
	
	

	
	d.
	
	
	

	4
	Name of great-grandparent lineage traces through: 

	
	
	Date
	Place 
	Sources/documents proving these facts

	
	b.
	
	
	

	
	d.
	
	
	

	
	m.
	
	
	

	
	married to 

	
	
	Date
	Place 
	Sources/documents proving these facts

	
	b. 
	
	
	

	
	d.
	
	
	

	5
	Name of great-great-grandparent lineage traces through: 

	
	
	Date
	Place 
	Sources/documents proving these facts

	
	b.
	
	
	

	
	d.
	
	
	

	
	m.
	
	
	

	
	married to 

	
	
	Date
	Place 
	Sources/documents proving these facts

	
	b. 
	
	
	

	
	d.
	
	
	

	6
	Name of 3rd-great-grandparent lineage traces through: 

	
	
	Date
	Place 
	Sources/documents proving these facts

	
	b.
	
	
	

	
	d.
	
	
	

	
	m.
	
	
	

	
	married to   

	
	
	Date
	Place 
	Sources/documents proving these facts

	
	b. 
	
	
	

	
	d.
	
	
	

	7
	Name of 4th-great-grandparent lineage traces through: 

	
	
	Date
	Place 
	Sources/documents proving these facts

	
	b.
	
	
	

	
	d.
	
	
	

	
	m.
	
	
	

	
	married to 

	
	
	Date
	Place 
	Sources/documents proving these facts

	
	b. 
	
	
	

	
	d.
	
	
	

	8
	Name of 5th-great-grandparent lineage traces through: 

	
	
	Date
	Place 
	Sources/documents proving these facts

	
	b.
	
	
	

	
	d.
	
	
	

	
	m.
	
	
	

	
	married to 

	
	
	Date
	Place 
	Sources/documents proving these facts

	
	b. 
	
	
	

	
	d.
	
	
	


If any space above does not allow room for entry of all data needed use this page to add numbered notes. Add a line at the point above such as “See note 1.” Then add text on this page marked as “Note 1:” followed by the explanatory text.

SAN ANGELO GENEALOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

PIONEER CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

A separate application must be completed for each Concho Valley ancestor (except in the case of a husband and wife) for which a certificate is desired. The $20.00 fee must accompany each application and is non-refundable. Applicants do not have to be members of SAGHS nor residents of Texas to apply for any SAGHS certificate program.  

DIRECT DESCENT

A direct line of descent would be through an applicant’s parents, grandparents, great-grandparents, and so on to a qualifying person. 

PIONEER CERTIFICATE REQUIREMENTS
To qualify for any of the Concho Valley pioneer certificates, applicants must prove direct descent from an ancestor who settled in the selected county by December 31 of the specified year. Applicants should complete a Family Group Sheet (FGS) for the early ancestor, if possible, and are encouraged to complete a FGS for each generation of descendancy. Family group sheets can be printed from your genealogy program instead of using the enclosed form. Please try to prove all dates on the Line of Descent page. Any information on the Line of Descent for which no proof is provided will not be included in the Pioneer Certificate database or future publications. 

All applications and supporting documentation will become the property of the San Angelo Genealogical and Historical Society. The Society may use any or all of the material to publish a book, or as part of the Society's journal, Stalkin’ Kin of West Texas, or as part of the Society's web or internet-based publishing. Birth and marriage information on living persons will not be knowingly published in future volumes; only names of those still living may be published.
Please follow directions on the application and in the FAQ list included. A $20.00 fee made payable to the San Angelo Genealogical and Historical Society must accompany each application. This fee is non-refundable. If you have questions about the application, please send these with a SASE. 

INSTRUCTIONS: Complete to the best of your ability the enclosed application. If you have more than one qualifying ancestor, complete a separate application for each ancestor and for each certificate for which you are applying. Only one ancestor will be inscribed on a certificate, except when the ancestor and spouse both qualify. Family group records on the supplementary forms including names of children, dates and places of birth, marriage and death, and names of spouses, including the applicant’s family, may be attached to the application if desired. This would be an excellent way in which to preserve information.  

PROOFS OF DESCENT: To ensure that the certificate is the result of credible genealogical research, the following ORIGINAL SOURCES are deemed acceptable: Vital records (birth, marriage, and death); probate records; all census records (local, state, and federal); and Bible and baptismal records. The following sources may be cited as circumstantial evidence but must be supported by an explanation: land; tax; military service; church, cemetery, and tombstone records; obituaries; and court records. 

The inclusion of the following supplemental resources is encouraged but ARE NOT ACCEPTED as proof of linage: newspaper clippings; published family histories; published county histories; published biographical records; and city and county directories. Private papers and personal records such as letters, diaries, journals, and reminiscences may be evaluated on an individual basis.  

SUBMITTED MATERIALS: All applications and verifying material become the property of the San Angelo Genealogical and Historical Society. No original documents should be submitted. Send a photocopy or other facsimile copy of pertinent materials. Applicants are encouraged to include biographical information on their early Texas ancestor.  
Eligibility shall be determined by a committee appointed by the San Angelo Genealogical and Society. The committee’s decision shall be final. Incorrect or incomplete applications will be held for one year after corrections or additions are requested from the applicant. After that time files may be destroyed and the applicant resubmit the full application packet.  

Sincerely, 

San Angelo Genealogical and Historical Society
SAGHS.Inc@gmail.com
PO Box 3453
San Angelo, Texas 76902-3453
Frequently Asked Questions on Preparing Applications for Pioneer Certificates
Who is eligible?  
Any descendant of a person who settled in any of the following counties by December 31 of the designated year. To qualify for a Pioneer Certificate for the selected county, the applicant must prove direct descent from a person who was in the selected county on or before the specified residence date.

	County
	Residence Date
	County
	Residence Date

	Coke
	31 Dec 1920
	Reagan
	31 Dec 1930

	Concho
	31 Dec 1920
	Runnels
	31 Dec 1910

	Crockett
	31 Dec 1910
	Schleicher
	31 Dec 1920

	Glasscock
	31 Dec 1920
	Sterling
	31 Dec 1920

	Irion
	31 Dec 1920
	Sutton
	31 Dec 1920

	Kimble
	31 Dec 1910
	Tom Green
	31 Dec 1910

	Menard
	31 Dec 1910
	
	


How long does it take to process an application?

We try to process applications within six to eight weeks. Sometimes delays are encountered due to other commitments of the program registrars and to postal delays. Applications are processed in a first come–first serve manner; receipt of many applications in a short period of time may also result in delays.
How do I apply?

1. Gather the documents that prove the family line from you back to the qualifying ancestor or the brother or sister of an ancestor: 

· For anyone who was born or died after birth and death certificates were mandated in the state of residence, provide a copy of the birth and/or death certificate, both if both exist.

· For married couples provide a copy of the marriage certificate or record. If a woman remarries after her husband who is part of the lineage, include those later marriage records that prove her surname as included on her death record. This allows the registrar to confirm the same person is referenced in all documents.

· When multiple marriages cause a surname to change, such as when some women change their surname to that of their husband, records of all marriages and divorces must be documented to prove the name changes. For divorce records it is not necessary to send the entire divorce decree. Only the page(s) indicating the jurisdiction, the judge's confirmation of the decree, and the woman's name(s) are needed.

2. Make photocopies of the documents to submit with your application. DO NOT SUBMIT ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS.

· If possible, copy documents onto letter size (8.5 x 11 inch) paper. Legal size (8.5 x 14 inch) paper can be used when necessary.

· If possible, reduce the documents to fit on one page if the reduced size is still legible.

· Ensure the edge of document text is inside the print range of the paper so edges are not cut off.

3. Write the source citation for each document in the margin of the document copy. If there is no blank space on the page write the citation on the back of the copy. The citation should include information needed to locate a copy of the record: the name of the repository holding the original record, the collection name or file number used to locate the record in that repository, the book volume and page number, date of the record, microfilm number, or current record holder for an unpublished record. Your citation is not required to be formatted in a formal style as long as all necessary information is included in some way.  Some examples of properly formatted citations used in scholarly genealogical journals today are:

· Tom Green County, Texas, Marriage Book 1:56, W. T. Baze and C. M. Ellis, 15 October 1878; County Clerk’s Office, San Angelo. 

· John Doe Family Bible, 1845-1910; The Holy Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments; Together with the Apocrypha; Translated Out of the Original Tongues, and with the Former Translations Diligently Compared and Revised (n.p.: Greenough and Stebbins, 1854). 

4. Where no official document or set of documents give evidence of a relationship or event, write an explanation of the places where you searched for the document(s) and why you believe the information to be true even with no documentary proof. 
5. Print and complete the application forms. If you will be entering the data electronically save a copy of the form using a different name and enter data into that copy. This way you will still have a clean copy of the application if problems are encountered.

If you use Microsoft Word, you can type the application data into the form then print the form. Otherwise, you may print out the PDF form and fill it in using a typewriter, pen, or pencil.
· Enter applicant’s name as you wish it to appear on your certificate.

· Enter contact information. The address will be the place to which the certificate will be mailed if the application is accepted.
· Use the information in the documents gathered to complete the application (pages 1 through 5). These pages MUST be supplied for each applicant even if multiple applications are mailed together.
· Do not include information for which no proof document is available. If no proof is known leave the field blank. Estimating a birth year based on age in census records is acceptable if the census records are included in the application packet.

· Derivative information from printed or online indexes, abstracted records, transcribed records, and family histories are not accepted as proof. Those derivative sources can be used as clues for where to locate the original documents. For example, if a marriage is documented in a book of Coke County, Texas, Marriages, use the information in that book to order a copy of the original record from the county clerk.

· Proof of the relationship link between parent and child must be provided for each generation. If no birth or death record or Bible pages name a parent the link can be supported with indirect evidence such as a child in the census household of a presumed parent or named in a will, probate case, deed record or similar document. Where evidence is scant it may be necessary to write an essay explaining why you believe there is a parent-child link between two generations. This essay can be included in the documents for the appropriate generation as listed in the organization section below.


· In the section titled “Source documents proving these facts” enter a brief description of the documents that prove the birth, marriage, death, and links between generations. Abbreviations can be used. BC indicates birth certificate or record. DC indicates death certificate or record. MR indicates marriage record. CNS indicates a census record.
· If there is not enough space in any field for the data you need to enter use the blank page 6 to add numbered notes. Mark the place on the application where the information applies as “See note 1” etc. using the appropriate note number.

6. Once the forms are completed carefully proofread the data and make any necessary corrections.

7. Assemble the application packet then mail it to the address given above:

· Organize the documents in the same order as the generations in the Line of Descent Chart:

· Application forms, Line of Descent Chart with Proof of Descent

· Divider page titled “Generation One”

· Generation One – applicant – applicant’s birth certificate; if married, applicant’s spouse’s birth certificate, and applicant’s marriage record

· Divider page titled “Generation Two”

· Generation Two – applicant’s parents – birth certificates for both parents, marriage record, death certificates if the parents are no longer living

· Divider page titled “Generation Three”

· and so on to and including the generation of the qualifying ancestor

· Divider page titled “Ancestor’s Proof of Qualifying Service or Residence”

· Qualification – a copy of the documents that prove the ancestor or collateral relative qualifies the applicant for a certificate 
· Write applicant’s name and the generation number on the back of each document. This allows documents to be regrouped properly if inadvertently separated.

· If any documents contain social security numbers please black out that portion of the document being careful not to obscure other information.

What format should be used for dates?

· The best format to use when entering dates is “day month year” as in 5 May 1842.

· Any format with numbers separated by slashes should not be used.

What things should NOT be done?

· Do not staple pages together. If necessary use paper clips to group pages.

· Do not use highlighters or any form of stickers to bring attention to sections of a document. If necessary a colored pen or pencil can be used to underline or draw an arrow to a particular word or phrase as long as the text of the document is not obscured except as stated above for social security numbers.

Do I need multiple copies of each document when several applications are submitted for the same qualifying ancestor? 

· Pages 1 through 4 must be submitted for each applicant and for each certificate for the applicant.
· Only one copy of a document needs to be submitted when multiple applications shipped together reference the same document. 
· When a document is included in only one application make a note so indicating on the other applications. For example, “BC for John Doe included in app for Jane Smith” to indicate one copy of the birth certificate for John Doe is in the application packet for Jane Smith and also proves the birth of John Doe needed for the current applicant. 

Do I need document copies when another relative has already qualified for a certificate? 

· Document copies should be included even if the lineage is the same as that used in an approved application. As applications are processed they are periodically shipped to our archival facility and may not be available to the program registrar.
How do I obtain copies of original marriage, birth, and death records? 

Record copies can be ordered from many of the repositories listed below. Some of these locations have online indexes and databases to allow you to search for an ancestor’s record. Some will require a visit to the office to search for records. Local and genealogical libraries also have many records on microfilm.

· The date when each state mandated recording all births and deaths varies. Most southern states did not mandate recording until the early 20th century. For Texas, 1903 is the year in which the state mandated all births and deaths be recorded. An earlier law required recording births and death from 1873 to 1876. In the early years there was not 100% compliance with the law. This means sometimes a birth or death record that should exist cannot be found, but you should always look for the record in one of the following places:
· FamilySearch online index – http://beta.familysearch.org/ or http://familysearch.org/ 
· Online Searchable Death Indexes – http://www.deathindexes.com/ 
· Centers for Disease Control and Prevention – Where to Write for Vital Records – http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/w2w.htm 
· Texas Department of Health Services, Texas Vital Statistics – http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/vs/default.shtm 
· Other state’s departments of health

· County Clerk’s offices – search for ‘texas “county clerks” ‘ without the single quotes or see http://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/voter/cclerks.shtml

· Marriage records can be found at:

· County Clerk’s offices – search for ‘texas “county clerks” ‘ without the single quotes or see http://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/voter/cclerks.shtml
· State departments of health, sometimes and for some years

· Proof of residence in the desired county at the corresponding Qualifying Time:

· County deed books at county clerk offices – search for ‘texas “county clerks” ‘ without the single quotes or see http://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/voter/cclerks.shtml
· Census records
· City directories
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