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 Officers:  

President:  Joyce Bentley 

Program Director:  Mary K Weber 
Secretary:  Eve Kellogg 

Treasurer:  Dorsey Denton 

Newsletter Editor:  Bill Matthews 

Publicity:  Barb Tsirigotis 

 

IGS Homepage - http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~txigs/ 
 
 This Month 
Nov 19th General Meeting – 7pm 1st Floor, Central Irving Library – Speaker: J. T. McKinney    

"ABC's of Genealogy" 
  
 Next Month 
 No December Board of Directors meeting  
Dec 18th IGS Christmas Social (Tuesday) – RSVPs are needed – sign up at the November 

meeting. 
 

November Speaker 
 

J. T. McKinney was born in Denton, Texas and reared most of his life in the Dallas-Fort Worth area.  For the 
last 18 years he has resided in Carrollton.  Two years ago Mr. McKinney retired after 25 years with American 
Eagle Airline.   He is a Genealogy Instructor for the Carrollton Senior Citizen Center; the Farmers Branch 
Senior Citizen Center and the Evergreen Retirement Center in Lewisville.  He has been doing genealogy 
research for over 35 years.  During his high school years, Mr. McKinney worked in Funeral Homes in 
Oklahoma, Texas, Louisiana and Arkansas.  He says his method is simply the "ABC's of Genealogy" and it has 
worked for him.  His students have also found his method to be a lot easier to do genealogy search and find 
their ancestors more quickly and for free! 
 

IGS CHRISTMAS PARTY    
  
At our November regular meeting, November 19, 2012, there will be a form at the sign-in table for you to mark 
whether or not you plan to attend the IGS Christmas Party on Tuesday, December 18.  Also, please be 
prepared to indicate what dish you plan to bring to the party:  meat, vegetable, salad or dessert.  And above all, 
plan to have a good time!! 
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A Message from our President, Other Officiers and Board of Directors 

The November meeting of the Irving Genealogical Society is usually the meeting in which we elect 
officers for the coming new year.  After exerting much effort to accomplish this, the end result is there 
has not been sufficient response of volunteers to have a slate of candidates.  Therefore, there will not 
be an election of new officers for next year. 

It is with deep regret that the following announcement must be made. 

For the approximate last 10 years, due to the deaths of many members, several members moving out 
of town, and fewer new members being added primarily due to the computer age researching, the 
number of IGS participating volunteers has steadily declined.  This is the year that we reached zero.  
Since IGS can not continue without officers, we have no choice but to disband or merge with another 
viable society.  We do have the choice to try to make something positive happen from our demise.   

We have the fortunate circumstance that both the Mid-Cities Genealogical Society and the Grand 
Prarie Genealogical Society have stated that they would welcome any of our members who would like 
to join their organization. 

The IGS Board of Directors has voted to use our existing funds, once all outstanding bills have been 
paid, to pay the membership dues, for the current fiscal year, in either the Mid-Cities or Grand Prairie 
society for each current and active IGS member who desires to be an active member of Mid-Cities or 
Grand Prarie. Note: Both societies use a fiscal year of Sept. 01, 2012 to August 31, 2013.   

All remaining funds will then be donated to the "Preserve The Pensions - War of 1812" project being 
run by the Federation of Genealogical Societies in corporation with Ancestry.com, fold3 and Family 
Search.  Ancestry.com has committed to match every dollar donated up to half the cost of the project.  
In addition, the Texas State Genealogical Society has also pledged to match up to $5,000 that is 
donated by the TSGS partner societies and/or their members.  Thus every $1.00 sent to TSGS for 
this project will become $4.00 by the time it reaches the project. 

Included (as a separate attachment for email) with this newsletter is a form that each member or 
family must return to one of the IGS Officers (either by mail or email) by December 18, 2012 if you 
wish to join Mid-Cities or Grand Prairie Society and have your dues paid by the IGS. The easiest way 
is to fill out the form and bring it with you when you come to the November meeting. 

Another positive action that you should consider is patronizing the Genealogy Department of the 
Irving Library as often as you can.  For 20 years IGS had a priority of fund raising to purchase quality 
genealogy books and microfilm to help develop the Genealogy Department.  Patronizing the 
Genealogy Department will help assure that the Genealogy Department will continue.  Without 
regular usage, it may not. 

IGS members, Evelyn McClure and Sherry Johnson, volunteer their very capable services in the 
Genealogy Department of the Library on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month.  They are very 
willing and anxious to assist you with your research if you will drop by.  While any day is a good day 
to go by and support your library, you might want to especially go on the 2nd and  4th Sunday 
afternoons to keep Evelyn and Sherry busy and to possibly meet with your old IGS friends. 

The last official function of IGS will be the IGS Christmas Party on Tuesday, December 18, 2012. 
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Eve Kellogg has already made the reservations for June and December of 2013 for our usual socials 
at the Jaycee Center for the Arts.  We have elected to keep those reservations for possible IGS 
reunions. 

While the end is near for the official functions of IGS, we do have the above mentioned choices to 
continue the interests of genealogy and to continue our contacts socially.  We look forward to 
continued contact and working with you, just different locations and different dates. 

   

The Mid-Cities Genealogical Society 

Web site:  http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~txmcgs/  

Meetings: The first Thursday of each month at the Euless Public Library, 201 N. Ector, Euless, Texas. 
6:30 p.m. – Social - 7:00 p.m. – General Meeting 

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=201+N.+Ector%2C+Euless%2C+Texas&btnG=Search 
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The Grand Prairie Genealogical Society 
 

Web site: http://gpgstx.org/ 

Meetings: The first Thursday of each month at the Grand Prairie Memorial Library, 901 Conover, 
Grand Prairie, TX, 6:30 pm to 9:00 pm  

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=201+N.+Ector%2C+Euless%2C+Texas&btnG=Search 

 

  

Eve Kellogg 

Eve Kellogg has been in the hospital for several days at the Las Colinas Medical Center.  We all wish 
her a speedy recovery. 
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Preserve the Pensions (From the FGS Web Site) 

 

  

The Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS), the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), and 
the genealogical community have undertaken a monumental project to digitize the War of 1812 pension files—a 
fitting beginning to the bicentennial commemoration of a war, which has been called our nation's "Second War of 
Independence." These images will be available to genealogy researchers and the public for free. Contributions to 
this project have already made these files available. 

  

Why Are The War of 1812 Pension Records So Important? 

  

FGS is committed to projects such as the Preserve the Pensions – War of 1812 Pension Digitization Fund that link 
the genealogical community by advancing the cause of preserving records and making them more accessible to the 
public.  

  

FGS is proud to be leading the national fundraising to support this project and is actively seeking donations from 
genealogical and historical societies, patriotic and military heritage societies, as well as interested corporations and 
individuals. Ancestry.com and Fold3 are providing a dollar-for-dollar match of each donation through a provision of 
services. 

  

Preserve the Pension Partners 

  

In conjunction with the National Archives & Records Administration (NARA), Fold3 and Ancestry.com, FGS is 
helping to digitize 180,000 pension applications representing an estimated 7.2 million pages of War of 1812 Pension 
and Bounty Land Warrant Application Files. The collection will be available for free on Fold3’s website at 
http://go.fold3.com/1812pensions/.  

  

The multi-year project consists of scanning the pension files at the National Archives in Washington D.C. and 
creating a searchable index to the digital images. FGS has targeted the War of 1812 Pension Applications as a high 
priority project based on the value of the content for genealogists as well as the importance of preserving the fragile 
records. 

  

 


