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President:  Joyce Bentley  

Program Director:  Mary K Weber  

Secretary:  Eve Kellogg  

Treasurer:  Dorsey Denton  

Newsletter Editor:  Bill Matthews  

Publicity:  Barb Tsirigotis 

 

IGS Homepage - http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~txigs/ 
 

DUES! 
 

Have you paid your dues yet?  Our yearly dues, which are $20.00 for individuals and $25.00 for 
families, can be mailed to:  IGS, P. O. Box 170881, Irving, TX 75017-0881. A copy of the 
Membership Application is included with paper copies of this newsletter and can be used to 
accompany your payment.  Dues are our primary source of income and needed to pay for the 
operating expenses of the society, which the board has kept to the bare minimum.    

 
 This Month 
Feb 13th Board of Directors meeting – 7pm. Genealogy Section at the Library,  

 3rd Floor.  All members are welcome.  
Feb 20th General Meeting – Speaker: Don Raney - "Finding Your Revolutionary War Ancestor" 
  
 Next Month  
Mar 12th Board of Directors meeting – 7pm. Genealogy Section at the Library,  

 3rd Floor.  All members are welcome. 
Mar 19th General Meeting – 7pm 1st Floor, Central Irving Library – Speaker:  Jan Hart – Former 

Director of the Irving Archives – “Early City Records – Where they are located and how 
to Access them” 

  
 Mark your Calendar for: 
Jun 19 th (Tuesday) Members Only – Summer Pot Luck Dinner 
Dec 18th (Tuesday) Members Only – Christmas Dinner 
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Don Raney - Speaker 
 

Donald Raney is a sixth generation Texan who has been an active genealogist for over 30 years. He 
has been a frequent speaker at many genealogical society meetings in East Texas, Houston and the 
Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex. 
 
On the national level, Mr. Raney has presented sessions at GENTECH, Federation of Genealogical 
Societies, Angelina College Genealogy Conference and The Genealogical Institute of Texas. 
 
He is a life member of the San Jacinto Descendants and past director of GENTECH and the Dallas 
Genealogical Society’s Computer Interest Group. 
 
A registered professional engineer, Mr. Raney graduated from SMU with a BS in Civil Engineering 
and completed a long professional career with Lone Star Gas Company before retiring in 1997 as 
Chief Engineer. 
 
He is currently teaching Beginning, Intermediate and Advanced Genealogy courses in at Richland 
College. 
 
He published a book, “Martin Varner, Texas Pioneer; 1785-1844,” in September 2009. This book 
describes the life and adventures of his GGG Grandfather, Martin Varner, in Colonial Texas. 
 

 

Grand Prairie Genealogical Society Meetings  

GRAND PRAIRIE MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
 901 Conover Drive Grand Prairie, Texas 75051 

Meetings held the first Thursday of each month in the Great Room located on the east end of the 
main library.  Visitors are always welcome! Conversation starts at 6:30 Meeting starts at 7:00 

Library Lock-In Friday - February 24, 2012 

Genealogy Assistance at the Main Library - This service is available on:  

2nd Monday of the month, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.  
3rd Thursday of the month, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  
4th Wednesday of the month, 10 a.m. to noon 

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 

2012 Community History Workshop Series 

Sponsored by the Center for Texas Studies at TCU and the Fort Worth Public Library - March 3, 2012 
- “Devotion to Place: What Happened in Tarrant County Stays in Tarrant County”. 

Dr. Dawn Youngblood, Archivist, Tarrant County Archives, 10:30am-12:00pm  
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Fort Worth Library Begins Posting its Local History  Documents Online 

In what will be an ongoing initiative, the Fort Worth Library has begun digitizing selected texts and 
photographs from its local history collection and making these works available online 24/7 at 
http://cdm16084.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/. Using a state-of-the-art digital collection-management 
system – CONTENTdm – the library is now able to share portions of its collection with researchers, 
historians, and authors throughout the globe.  

 Among the current offerings are all 77 volumes of the “Federal Writers’ Project, Fort Worth and 
Tarrant County,” the Hazel Harvey Peace and Women’s History Month collections, and many other 
historical documents, including the 1920 “Public School Directory of Tarrant County, Texas.”  

 “We are so excited to make these materials available over the Internet,” said Library Archivist Betty 
Shankle.“ “We’re very proud of our history and glad to share it with everyone.” 

 To learn more, call Betty Shankle, 817-392-7740. 
 

THIS COULD NEVER HAPPEN TO ME!! (Humor) 

Several days ago as I left a meeting at our church, I desperately gave myself a personal TSA pat 
down. I was looking for my keys. They were not in my pockets. A quick search in the meeting room 
revealed nothing. Suddenly I realized, I must have left them in the car. Frantically, I headed for the 
parking lot. My wife, Diane, has scolded me many times for leaving the keys in the ignition. My theory 
is the ignition is the best place not to lose them. Her theory is that the car will be stolen. As I burst 
through the doors of the church, I came to a terrifying conclusion. Her theory was right. The parking 
lot was empty. 

I immediately call the police. I gave them my location, confessed that I had left my keys in the car, 
and that it had been stolen. Then I made the most difficult call of all, "Honey," I stammered. I always   
call her "honey" in times like these. "I left my keys in the car, and it has been stolen." 

There was a period of silence. I thought the call had been dropped, but then I heard Diane's voice. 
"Ken" she barked, "I dropped you off!" Now it was my time to be silent. Embarrassed, I said, "Well, 
come and get me." Diane retorted, "I will, as soon as I convince this policeman I have not stolen your 
car!" 

 

National Genealogical Society  
2012 Family History Conference 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
9-12 May, 2012 

visit http://www.ngsgenealogy.org for more information
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From the National Archives in Ft Worth  
 
The 1940 census will be released on April 2nd! While it won’t be indexed, you still can research the 
census through Enumeration Districts. Do you need to learn about or be refreshed on EDs? It’s not 
quite like riding a bicycle! Knowing about EDs will actually help you find your relatives sooner when 
the census is released.  
 
Whether you need that refresher course or need to learn about EDs from scratch, make a free “1 on 
1” personal session with our staff of very talented volunteers. We will be taking 1 hour appointments 
now thru March. Make yours today by calling or emailing us.  
 
Step 1: Find the physical address of you or your relatives as of April 1, 1940.  
Step 2: Email ftworth.education@nara.gov to reserve your “1 on 1” session!  
Step 3: Find your relatives on April 2nd!  
 
National Archives at Fort Worth  
Address: 2600 West 7th St., Suite 162  
Phone :(817) 831-5620  

Email: ftworth.education@nara.gov 

 

 
Black History Month - Bear Creek Museum Tours in Ir ving  

 

In celebration of Black History Month, the City of Irving will open Jackie Townsell Bear Creek Heritage 
Center’s museums for two special public weekend viewings led by docents from the Irving Museum 
Board. Tours will be conducted of the Bear Creek Freedom Settlement Museum including the historic 
Masonic Lodge, the J.O. Davis house museum and the Sam Green House. Each museum, conveying 
the story of the Bear Creek Community, gives visitors a glimpse of what life was like for African-
Americans in the South and their struggles for freedom and equality through the Civil Rights 
movement of the 1950s and 1960s.  
 
Location: Jackie Townsell Bear Creek Heritage Center, 3925 Jackson St., in Irving 
 
Presented by: City of Irving  
1 to 4 pm – FREE 
 
 

Federation of Genealogical Societies 
2012 Annual Conference 

“Indians, Squatters, Settlers and Soldiers 
In The ‘Old Southwest’” 

For more information see http://fgs.org  



 

5 
 

For Immediate Release 
February 7, 2012 

RPAC ANNOUNCES STOP ID THEFT NOW! CAMPAIGN WITH WHI TE HOUSE PETITION 

Genealogy Community Responds To Efforts To Remove A ccess to Social Security Death 
Index and Other Records  

February 7, 2012– Austin, TX:  The Records Preservation & Access Committee (RPAC) – a joint 
coalition of international genealogical societies representing millions of genealogists and family 
historians – announces the launch of its Stop ID Theft NOW!  campaign with its We The People 
petition posted at WhiteHouse.gov. 

Call To Action For IRS To Do Its Job 

Each year, fraudulent tax refund claims based upon identity theft from recently deceased infants and 
adults are filed with the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). The current target is the Social Security 
Death Index (SSDI) or Death Master File since this file, as found on numerous genealogy-oriented 
websites, could possibly be the source of identity thieves acquiring a deceased person’s Social 
Security number. 

The IRS could close the door to this form of identity theft if, in fact, it were to use the Death Master 
File for the purpose for which it was created: to reduce fraud . If returns claiming a tax refund were 
screened against the Master Death File and matching cases identified for special processing, the thief 
should receive a rejection notice for the filing. 

Tax Fraud and Identity Theft: Genealogists Are Not To Blame 

The House Ways and Means Committee Subcommittee on Social Security is proposing to completely 
shut down use of the SSDI by genealogists as well as other industries such as banking and insurance 
that rely upon its information. Such an attempt is short-sighted and runs counter to the original 
purpose of the SSDI: to actually combat fraud. 

Loss of Access to SSDI Affects More Than Genealogis ts 

The SSDI is accessed by many different companies, non-profits and other entities besides individuals 
researching their family history. Forensic specialists utilize the SSDI when reuniting remains of 
military veterans with their next-of-kin and descendants. Law offices, banks and insurance companies 
utilize the SSDI to resolve probate cases and to locate heirs. 

All of these entities would be required to spend more money and more time leveraging other 
resources of information when the SSDI has served this purpose, uninterrupted, for over a decade. 

RPAC Petitions Obama Administration 

The We the People petition, now posted at http://wh.gov/khE and accepting signatures, has a simple 
yet effective mission: 

Take immediate steps that would curtail the filing of fraudulent tax refund claims 
based upon identity theft from recently deceased in fants and adults. 
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[Note : Visitors to the WhiteHouse.gov website must log in to sign the petition, or click Create an 
Account to register. Once registered, return to http://wh.gov/khE to sign the petition.] 

No need for lengthy hearings in front of a Congressional committee. No need for filing statements for 
or against any House action. No need to waste time and effort which could be directed to more 
pressing national issues. In fact, the National Taxpayer Advocate in 2011 issued suggestions which 
do not require additional legislation but can be implemented collaboratively between the IRS and 
Social Security Administration (SSA) almost immediately in time to impact the current tax filing 
season. 

About Records Preservation & Access Committee (RPAC ) 

The Records Preservation & Access Committee (RPAC) was formed to advise the genealogical 
community on ensuring proper access to historical records of genealogical value in whatever media 
they are recorded, on means to affect legislation, and on supporting strong records preservation 
policies and practices.  

The genealogical community works together through The Records Preservation and Access 
Committee (RPAC), which today includes The National Genealogical Society (NGS), the Federation 
of Genealogical Societies (FGS) and the International Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies 
(IAJGS) as voting members. The Association of Professional Genealogists (APG), the Board for 
Certification of Genealogists (BCG), the American Society of Genealogists (ASG), ProQuest and 
Ancestry.com serve as participating members. 

To learn more visit http://www.fgs.org/rpac/. 

##### 

Contact: RPAC 
c/o Federation of Genealogical Societies 
PO Box 200940 
Austin, TX 78720-0940 
phone: +1 (888) 347-1500 
fax: +1 (866) 347-1350 
publicity@fgs.org  

A Look at an 18 th Century Home in Ireland 
 
The pictures on the next page are of a one room dwelling of a poor landless laborer who worked for a 
local landlord. Many of these houses and their occupants were lost during the Great Irish Famine.  To 
the left of the door was where a cow would have been kept and the rest of the room is where they 
lived. The 3rd row of pictures is of a typical pigsty.  Notice that the building materials for both the 
house and pigsty were rock for the walls and thatch or reeds for the roofs. Both of these were very 
common in Ireland.  The photos on the 1st row show the front of the house and the inside of the 
ceiling. 
 
This dwelling is part of the Bunratty Castle and Folk Park in Bunratty, Ireland. Additional houses will 
be included in future newsletters. 
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