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 Officers:   

President:  Joyce Bentley  

Program Director:  Melba Johnson  

Secretary:  Eve Kellogg  

Treasurer:  Dorsey Denton  

Newsletter Editor:  Bill Matthews  

Publicity:  Barb Tsirigotis 

 

IGS Homepage - http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~txigs/ 
 

DUES! 
 
Have you paid your dues yet?  Our yearly dues, which are $20.00 for individuals and $25.00 for 
families, can be mailed to:  IGS, P. O. Box 170881, Irving, TX 75017-0881. A copy of the Membership 
Application is included with paper copies of this newsletter and can be used to accompany your 
payment.  Dues are our primary source of income and needed to pay for the operating expenses of 
the society, which the board has kept to the bare minimum.    
 
 This Month  
Oct 10th Board of Directors meeting – 7pm. Genealogy Section at the Library,  

 3rd Floor.  All members are welcome. 

Oct 24th  General Meeting – 7pm 1st Floor, Central Irving Library –  

NOTE: Date Change  
Speaker: Barb Tsirigotis – Cemetery Research 

  
 Next Month  
Nov 14th Board of Directors meeting – 7pm. Genealogy Section at the Library,  

 3rd Floor.  All members are welcome. 
Nov 21st General Meeting – 7pm 1st Floor, Central Irving Library 
  
 Future  
  No Board meeting in December 
Dec 13th Christmas Dinner  
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Honor Your Ancestors  
  
...with a donation for much needed genealogical research materials.  The Irving Genealogical Society and the Irving 
Public Library will purchase research materials for the Genealogy and Local History Section of the library. 
  
Each item purchased will be identified with a beautiful bookplate acknowledging your ancestor and your gift.   
  
Send your donation to: 
  
            Irving Genealogical Society 
            P. O. Box 170881 
            Irving, TX 75017-0881 
  
Be sure to include your name, your ancestor's name and dates of birth and death if known.  

 
Proposed slate of officers for 2012     

  
President                 -  Joyce Bentley 
Vice President        -  Mary K Weber 
Secretary                 -  Eve Kellogg 
Treasurer                 -  Dorsey Denton 
Newsletter Editor     -  Bill Matthews 
Publicity and Special Events     -  Barb Tsirigotis 
  
If anyone would like to submit additional names, please submit the names by or before the Regular Meeting 
October 24.  The voting on the new slate will be done at the IGS Regular Meeting November 21. 
 

2011 Texas State Genealogical Society Conference  
 

Registration is open for the 2011 Texas State Genealogical Society’s annual genealogy conference, to be held 
in Houston at the Houston Marriott South at Hobby Airport, Friday and Saturday, November 4-5, 2011. 
Nationally known genealogical lecturer, Paula Stuart-Warren, CG, will present four lectures on Saturday 
November 5. On Friday, November 4, other speakers will offer multiple lectures each hour. 
 
Local host Clayton Library Friends will offer pre-conference activities on Thursday, November 3rd beginning 
with a free (limited seating; registration required) "Day with FamilySearch," with lectures on the website and 
more, to be held at Clayton Library Center for Genealogical Research (HPL) at 5300 Caroline; 
 
In the afternoon at the Hotel, the Friends will present Paula Stuart-Warren with a special writing workshop (fee 
& registration required). Evening activities will include the opportunity to visit with representatives from lineage 
and ethnic and genealogical societies in the "Birds of a Feather" Hall and an ice cream social followed by the 
opening of Vendor Hall. 
 
It is always more fun to stay at the headquarter hotel so grab a friend and share a room. Make your hotel 
reservations ASAP - and tell them that you will be attending the TSGS conference in order to get the 
conference rate. 

 
For Registration Brochure with full details, please visit the TSGS or the CLF websites at 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~txsgs/OR http://www.claytonlibraryfriends.org/ 
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Register before October 15th and save $. Lunches are included, but you must register separately for the 
Thursday evening banquet. Early registration by October 15th secures your syllabus and a Conference bag - 
 
Comments and questions, please contact: 
 
Trevia Wooster Beverly 
Houston, Texas 
713.864-6862 
Co-chairman, TSGS Houston Conference 

 
IGS Christmas Social – Dec 13 th 

 
Due to the maximum capacity of 35 people at the Arts Center, we will not be able to invite the Irving 
Silvertones for the dinner and a special show.  However, it is not too early to start thinking about what 
special dish you want to bring.  Remember this is a Members (and spouses) only event and RSVPs 
are strongly encouraged. 
 

HERITAGE HOUSE TOURS – SUNDAY, NOVEMBER  6  

One of the oldest homes in Irving will be open for public tours on Sunday, November 6, from 3pm to 5pm.  It 
was built in 1912 by C. P. Schulze, brother of one of the co-founders of Irving, J. O. Schulze.  The Irving 
Heritage House is located at 303 South O’Connor and was designated as a Texas State Historical Landmark in 
1986.  Admission is free and docent led tours are provided at 3pm and 4pm.  

Many beautiful antiques are throughout the Heritage House.   Some of the furnishings include an 1840 clock, 
an organ (ca.1880), a square piano (ca.1860), Limoges, Sevres, and Bavarian porcelains, and many more 
items from the past.  The house was built with a basement, a unique feature for homes in the area.   

For more information visit www.irvingheritage.com or call 972-252-3838.  Group tours may also be arranged at 
alternate times. 

 
Smithsonian Video Seminar on "Indian Blood" 

September 19, 2011 
From Dick Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter: 
http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/2011/09/smithsonian-video-seminar-on-indian-
blood.html 
 
Anyone researching Native American ancestry will probably be interested in a new online video from the 
Smithsonian. The video examines the question of "Who is an Indian?" 
 
Unlike other ethnic minorities in the United States, American Indians are defined not solely by self-designation 
but by federal, state, and tribal laws. Blood quantum—originating from archaic notions of biological race and 
still codified in contemporary policy—remains one of the most important factors in determining tribal 
citizenship, access to services, and community recognition. This concept, however, is not without debate and 
contestation. 
 
You can watch the video at http://www.ustream.tv/recorded/17314991 
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From the 1920s 
 

Looks like an early "mall". At one location, you 
could fill up your tank, get a loan so as to look 
prosperous with a new suit, and have a meal 
while your spark plugs were changed. 

Now, you almost will need a loan to fill the 
tank! 

 

 
Photographing Tombstones at Arlington National Ceme tery 

 
Since 1864 nearly 260,000 of America’s finest have been interred at Arlington National Cemetery. Now, the 
Gravesite Accountability Task Force has been charged with verifying all cemetery records. 
 
Responding to a congressional law passed last year, the task force is to verify and, if necessary, fix any 
discrepancies in cemetery records. The “Old Guard,” the Army unit responsible for manning the Tomb of the 
Unknowns 24×365, has responsibility for photographing every tombstone front and back. In addition to the 
photographs, all existing documents and records are being scanned. All digital information will be cross-
referenced and verified. 
 
The task force has photographed approximately 43% of the gravesites since June, when it began taking 
pictures with iPhones utilizing a proprietary archiving application. The group is expected to complete 
photographing sites by the end of October. 
 
This is a tremendous effort to help make sure every American hero is accounted for in our National cemetery. 
For the genealogist there is one more great piece of news. Once the project is completed all records will be 
made public on the cemetery’s website 
 
 

Time on your hands? Share it with the library 
 
Recently, members of the IGS have attended planning meetings for the new library to be constructed next 
year.  We’ve learned that the plan is for the Genealogy and Local History Department, Archives and Museum 
to be housed in the current facility.  Approximately $1.5 million, we’re told, has been set aside for construction 
of the Archive and Genealogy spaces.  One question that has yet to be answered is how staffing/hours of the 
Genealogy Department will be affected.  It may be a while before that is actually addressed.  Therefore, I’d like 
to suggest to all members of the IGS that this is an excellent time to consider volunteering in the Genealogy 
Department a few hours each week.   Those of you who are unemployed or retired may prefer to visit the 
library during the day; however, those who are employed (looking forward to retirement) can only visit the 
library in the evening hours and on weekends.  
 
Talk with Mary Archer or Judy Gafford.  Just 2 or 3 hours per week would be a great start for a volunteer.  With 
enough volunteers, we can be assured of the available hours we need once the construction dust settles.   
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A Look at the Story Family and Some of Irving’s His tory thru the Eyes 

of Lenora Bess Story Muense – Part 1 of 2 
 
In September’s newsletter, the passing of long time IGS member Raymond “Pete” Story was reported. This 
month’s newsletter will look further at the Story family by providing a transcript of an interview recorded on 
December 6th, 1974 given by Lenora Muense, a sister of Raymond Story.  This interview was part of the Book 
of Remembrances given out at her Funeral Service. Also included is a portion of her obituary.  Some 
information from the obituary has been omitted. 
 
Lenora Bess Story Muense, age 87, a long time Irving resident, went home to her Lord, April 17, 2004.  Lenora 
was born September 1, 1916 to Irving pioneer residents Fanny Farine and W. C. Story.  She married John F. 
Muense, Jr. on October 1, 1938.  [Descriptions of her involvement in Irving activities omitted.] Preceded in 
death by John Muense, her husband of sixty-five years; sisters Rose Clapp, Susie Gallemore, Ada Lea Million, 
Grace Watts, Audrey Brunson and brothers William Story, Clarence Story and great granddaughter, Katie 
Marie Crabtree. Survivors include [names of children and grandchildren omitted]; brother Raymond Story of 
Irving.  Donnelly’s Colonial Funeral Home handled arraignments. 
 
One of the greatest treasures that Lenora shared with those around her was the interesting stories about the 
past.  Whether the tales involved people, places or things she carried every detail in her head ready at a 
moments notice to relive for you.  Here is a rough transcript from an interview she gave back in 1974. Thanks 
Lenora for the stories. 
 
This is an interview with Lenora Bess Story who married John F. Muense, Jr. and it is taken on December the 
6th, 1974. 
 
I’ve seen many changes in Irving since my great-grandfather Story came to this community about 1855.  We 
used to be way out in the country, but now Grauwyler is one of the busiest streets in Irving.  Until I was in the 
fourth grade, the only way we could drive to our home was down through the weeds from Lane Street across 
the creek. When I was in the fourth grade, the road was put through and named Grauwyler after a German 
man that lived down in the river bottoms.  The river crossing was called “Grauwyler” long before the street was 
named that. 
 
My grandfather Tom C. Story was about five years old when his parents Jonathan and Sophronie Story, came 
to Texas from Cairo, Illinois.  They settled east of what is now O’Connor Road, south of Northgate and north of 
Rochelle.  I think that there were twelve boys and two girls in great-grandfather Jonathan’s family. 
 
Great-grandfather Jonathan came here partly because he didn’t want to fight in the Civil War.  But soon after 
he arrived in Texas he joined the confederates and he was forced to go.  I guess he was really a conscientious 
objector.  He said he couldn’t shoot the Yankees because some of them were his brothers.  So he was put in 
charge of the horses.  He told how he had horses shot out from under him.  But he came back alive.  He was 
not a religious man, but he said my great-grandmother Sophronie’s prayers were what saved him. 
 
The day he came back from the Civil War, the rest of the family was coming back from the funeral of his five-
year-old son, Marmaduke.  He had fallen off a seesaw and hit his head and died. 
 
They had five other children: Tom C. Story, Mary Story, Florence Story, Frank Story and Carroll Story.  My 
grandfather Tom was the oldest and married Helen Clark.  Mary was next and she married Lum Clark.  
Florence married Charlie Rylander.  Frank married Mary Farine, my mother’s sister.  Carroll married Molly 
Dorety.  Tom, Mary, Frank and Carroll lived in the community and raised their families.  Florence lived in 
Dallas. 
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Great-grandfather Story became blind before he died at the age of eighty-seven years old.  He had a long 
white beard.  Great-grandmother Story died many years before at the age of sixty-eight. 
 
My grandfather Tom Story bought small tracts of land one at a time and paid for them until his farm was on the 
west side of O’Connor to Tolar Land and from Metker Street down to the highway, now Airport Freeway.  Later 
my dad inherited the farm with a strip on the south side of the highway too.  He gave the right-of-way for the 
highway between these two strips, but for twenty years it lay vacant and unfinished before Highway 183, 
Airport Freeway became a reality. 
 
There was an old road that came by the Elm schoolhouse, where Toler Lane is now and crossed the Highway, 
Grauwyler today, between Post oak and Glenbrook.  It crossed the creek between Broadmoor and Lime Tree 
and went on through the country through Irving and perhaps to Eagle Ford.  But later when the settlers came 
and fenced their farms and places, this road was closed – long before I can remember. 
 
My grandfather Story gave an acre out of the northwest corner of his place for the Elm school.  Some of the 
schoolteachers stayed at his house.  I don’t think my dad liked that too much, because his parents could get a 
first hand report of his behavior. 
 
My dad first attended the Lively School located near what is Britain Street now and Union Bower.  His uncle, 
Mark Lively, was the teacher. By the time my mother was old enough to go to school, the Elm School was 
started so she and dad both attended together.  She was four years younger than dad was. 
 
I have my dad’s slate and history book and a song that he had Mama write down in 1894 before they were 
married.  He kept these in his trunk along with his red baseball suit until his death in 1958.  He played ball near 
where downtown Irving is now, long before there was an Irving.  
 
One of my sisters, Ada Lee Story Million, taught at the one room Elm Schoolhouse later- First grade through 
seventh grade.  She graduated from Irving High School and was valedictorian of her class.  She took the 
school on a picnic to Savage Lakes, now Lively Park.  There was a cable ran across one of the lakes and a 
tower to climb up with a pulley to swing across to the other side; or, you could drop in the water.  There was 
also playground equipment and a large dining and dance hall. 
 
Several years after my sister taught at Elm, one of the pupils complained about the teacher.  Mr. Clark, one of 
the trustees that lived across the road from the school, climbed up in the attic before school started and stayed 
there all day waiting to catch the teacher making a pass at one of the girls.  The teacher was caught red-
handed, or should I say red-faced, and was fired.  You could call that swift justice. 
 
I remember my mother telling how several families would go fishing down on the Elm Fork near the California 
crossing and spend several days there.  The men would fish while the women would cook and wash the 
clothes.  My dad has caught catfish with his bare hands there.  One time, she said, they were getting ready to 
go to the river and some one came and told them that Uncle Carroll, dad’s uncle, was chopping wood and a 
tree fell one his foot.  He was crippled and couldn’t farm very well.  They didn’t go fishing that time.  After the 
accident they moved to Dallas. 
 
I also remember my mother talking about the flowing well for water at the bottom of the hill north of what is now 
Northgate Drive.  I can even remember when the bluebonnets covered the hills there.  Today there’s some left, 
but very few.  Since then, they have almost disappeared.  There were no Mesquite trees when my parents 
were growing up; from Northgate north was a big prairie. 
 
 
Part 2 will be in November’s Newsletter. 
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 Causes of Death – as seen in death records 
  
ague Any of several feverish conditions, e.g., malaria (not so odd when you 

remember how many seamen visited tropical ports in the age of sail, and 
contracted illnesses) 

bad blood  Euphemism for venereal disease, especially syphilis 
bilious fever  Any of hepatitis, malaria, typhoid (caused by bacteria salmonella) 
bladder in the 
throat  

Diphtheria 

carbuncle  Large boil (not usually fatal); skin cancer (then often fatal) 
consumption  Tuberculosis 
cramp colic  Appendicitis, peritonitis; also simply "colic" 
debility  Lack of energy or movement, probably due to an unrecognized illness 
dentition  Teething (hard to imagine this as fatal in itself; probably other complications) 
dropsy  Congestive heart failure; also noted as "hydrothorax" 
falling sickness  Epilepsy 
flux  Diarrhea; hemorrhage 
gleet  Inflamed membrane in the urethra 
green sickness  Anemia 
horrors  Delirium tremens 
infantile 
paralysis   

Poliomyelitis 

jail fever, ship 
fever  

Typhus (caused by bacteria rickettsia) 
 

king's evil  Tuberculosis in the neck and lymph glands; also called scrofula  (until Queen 
Anne, monarchs actually touched the afflicted; popular belief was that the king's 
touch cured it) 

milk fever  Children contracted this bacterial disease from milk from cows having 
brucellosis 

mortification  Gangrene (common before antiseptics) 
nostalgia  Homesickness; the belief that immigrants died pining for their native land 
old age  Applied to people as young as 55 (making some of us positively "ancient") 
palsy  Paralysis; also uncontrollable jerking of limbs; also entered as "fits" 
screws  Rheumatism 
senility  Advanced old age; perhaps Alzheimer's; wrongly applied to young people 
visitation by God  Many sudden deaths due to natural causes, e.g, strokes, were called this 
 

From Carol Baker: 
My Dad told me, that his Dad told him, that his Dad, William Wiley Baker, when he heard someone 
call a potato a "tater" would say, "My Grandma was a tater. Her name was Cas-tater." Then he would 
laugh.  I didn't put much stock in it. 
 
When my research reached that stage, I found that his Grandma was named Sarah Castator. 
Originally Kirstaetter, the name became Castator when they reached Kentucky. 
 
Moral: Take the clues where you can get them. They may lead somewhere. 


