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 Officers:   

President:  Joyce Bentley  

Program Director:  Melba Johnson  

Secretary:  Eve Kellogg  

Treasurer:  Dorsey Denton  

Newsletter Editor:  Bill Matthews  

Publicity:  Barb Tsirigotis 

 

IGS Homepage - http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~txigs/ 
 

DUES! 
 
Have you paid your dues yet?  Our yearly dues, which are $20.00 for individuals and $25.00 for 
families, can be mailed to:  IGS, P. O. Box 170881, Irving, TX 75017-0881. A copy of the Membership 
Application is included with paper copies of this newsletter and can be used to accompany your 
payment.  Dues are our primary source of income and needed to pay for the operating expenses of 
the society, which the board has kept to the bare minimum.    
 
                                                                    This Month  

 
Jul 18th General Meeting – 7pm 1st Floor, Central Irving Library – Speaker: Aaron Holt 
  
                                                 Next Month  

 
Aug 8th Board of Directors meeting – 7pm. Genealogy Section at the Library,  

 3rd Floor.  All members are welcome. 
Aug 15th General Meeting – 7pm 1st Floor, Central Irving Library – Speaker:  
  
                                                     Future  

 
Sep 29-Oct 
10 

Los Bexareños 32nd Annual Texas Hispanic Genealogical and Historical Conference - 
at the Marriott Plaza San Antonio Hotel, at 555 S. Alamo St. 

Dec 13th IGS Christmas Social – with some “special” guests 
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Irving Genealogical Society Celebrates 20 Years  
 
 

On Monday, July 18th, members of the Irving Genealogical Society will celebrate the group’s 20th 
anniversary.  The Society began with a handful of people who gathered in the living room of the 
Heritage House.  They shared the same interest and asked the same questions - Where did my 
ancestors come from?  What kind of work did my ancestors engage in?  When, why and how did they 
come to Texas?  These questions led members to research at local libraries, attend seminars, and 
search through cemeteries and courthouses.  In 1991 the Society’s members voted for, and were 
chartered as a non-profit Texas corporation for the purpose of promoting genealogical research.    
 
Since that time, the Society has raised money for books, microfilm, CDs and various other research 
materials for the Local History and Genealogy section of the Irving Public Library.   The library has, in 
turn, shown their appreciation by hosting Saturday Night Research Parties where members bring a 
covered dish and research into the wee hours of the morning.   
 
In the late 1990’s the Society won an award from the Texas State Genealogical Society for its 
monthly newsletter.  Today’s newsletter is delivered to members online.  So much information can be 
found on the Internet with a major contributor being the holdings of the Latter Day Saints.   
Ancestry.com has helped to link researchers with others who are researching the same family line.  
Genealogy may or may not be of interest to everyone in the family, but, somewhere down the genetic 
line, the time and effort researchers spend will be greatly appreciated.   
 
The meeting on July 18th will be held in the main auditorium of the Irving Public Library at 7:00 p.m.  
Guest speaker will be Aaron Holt from the National Archives in Fort Worth.  All meetings are open to 
the public. 
 

Best Wishes for a Speedy Recovery 
 
Bob Bowen, husband of IGS member Ruth Bowen, returned home in late June from a lengthy 
hospital stay…much too long if you ask Bob.  He is slowly regaining his strength but still welcomes 
good thoughts and prayers along the way.  Best wishes go out to Bob and Ruth.       

 
Dick Eastman’s Online Newsletter 

 
This web site offers a free or paid subscription newsletter with the difference being the paid edition 
has no advertisements while the free edition does have advertisements.  This site has been around 
for a number of years and is very informative and interesting for those interested in genealogy.  It is 
definitely worth checking out.  Here is the web address: 
http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/ 
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4th of July History, Trivia and Facts 
 

The major objection to being ruled by Britain was taxation without representation. The colonists had 
no say in the decisions of English Parliament.  
 
In May, 1776, after nearly a year of trying to work out their differences with England, the colonies sent 
delegates to the Second Continental Congress.  Finally, in June, admitting that their efforts were 
hopeless; a committee was formed to compose the formal Declaration of Independence. Headed by 
Thomas Jefferson, the committee also included John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Philip Livingston 
and Roger Sherman. On June 28, 1776, Thomas Jefferson presented the first draft of the declaration 
to Congress. 
 
 Betsy Ross, according to legend, sewed the first American flag in May or June 1776, as 
commissioned by the Congressional Committee.  
 
Independence Day was first celebrated in Philadelphia on July 8, 1776.  
 
The Liberty Bell sounded from the tower of Independence Hall on July 8, 1776, summoning citizens to 
gather for the first public reading of the Declaration of Independence by Colonel John Nixon.  
 
On June 14, 1777, the Continental Congress, looking to promote national pride and unity, adopted 
the national flag: "Resolved: that the flag of the United States be thirteen stripes, alternate red and 
white; that the union be thirteen stars, white in a blue field, representing a new constellation."  
 
The first public Fourth of July event at the White House occurred in 1804. The first Independence Day 
celebration west of the Mississippi occurred at Independence Creek and was celebrated by Lewis 
and Clark in 1805.  
 
On June 24, 1826, Thomas Jefferson sent a letter to Roger C. Weightman, declining an invitation to 
come to Washington, D.C., to help celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Declaration of 
Independence.  It was the last letter that Jefferson, who was gravely ill, ever wrote.  
 
Both Thomas Jefferson and John Adams, died on Independence Day, July 4, 1826.  
 
In 1941, Congress declared July 4 a federal legal holiday.  
 
The 56 signers of the Declaration of Independence did not sign at the same time, nor did they sign on 
July 4, 1776. The official event occurred on August 2, 1776, when 50 men signed it. Later that year, 
five more signed separately and one added his name in a later year. Thomas McKean was the last to 
sign in January, 1777.  
 
The origin of Uncle Sam probably began in 1812, when Samuel Wilson was a meat packer who 
provided meat to the US Army. The meat shipments were stamped with the initials, U.S. Someone 
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joked that the initials stood for "Uncle Sam". This joke eventually led to the idea of Uncle Sam 
symbolizing the United States government.  
 

Fraudulent Genealogy 
 
From: Carole Sue Stimson 
Sent: Sunday, July 10, 2011 10:12 PM 
 
Subject: Fraudulent Genealogy  
 
This is why I never take any information I read on Ancestry or Rootsweb as accurate. They are the 
worst with their sites.  They took over and then pushed out so many of the small county sites in so 
many of the states. I knew when I found information on all the old county sites; the information was 
like it was on the census or in the records, misspellings included.  You had something you could 
really research.  Not like the info you get off certain sites, who take what you have and make money 
off of it. 
 
I find all the records on one person, and their children (as many as possible).   If we're lucky we find a 
marriage record).  Then from the census (which we know is not always right in ages, or possible 
births), I take my calculator, and the work begins. I check all info on that one file, full names used, 
how spelled, get all the ages, and place of stated births. 
 
If I have 10 files on that person, I check all of them the same way.  You'd think when you find a birth 
or death certificate,  you've got the right info...but Oh Boy some of their children’s death certificates 
have the right name for their parents on them.   But where they say their parents were born, it can 
cause you heartburn........  Some families just want certain people in their families, or don’t want to 
research to make sure this is their family. 
 
All I can say is Thank God for cousins and stories their parents told them. This way we do have some 
solid information to pick from and run with. 
 
Happy Hunting, Carole Sue 
 
Response to Carole Sue’s E-Mail: 
 
Fraudulent Genealogy by Lisa South, Certified Genealogist 
 
There are many reasons that people create fraudulent genealogies:  
 
1. Family members that are trying to hide something or trying to impress someone by making the 
family history a little more impressive. These stories are then innocently passed down by future 
generations of family members. 
 
2. Amateur genealogists who have limited genealogical or historical skills and accept others' work 
without any additional research. Sometimes an amateur is anxious to connect to someone "important" 
and forces a connection that really is not there. 
 
3. Professional genealogists who are not thorough enough with their research or are not up-to-date 
"genealogically". 
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4. A professional crook who's trying to perpetrate a scam. One of the best known in the genealogical 
world is Gustave Anjou. He lived from 1863-1942 and contaminated as many as 2000 lines. Some of 
the others that have been identified are Charles H. Browning, Orra E. Monnette, C.A. Hoppin, 
Frederick A. Virkus, Horatio Gates Somerby and there are others. 
 
How can you protect ourselves against fraud? First you need to make sure that you do not add to the 
problem. Your research should be thorough and well sourced. Use others' work as a guide, but check 
the information in the original sources whenever you are able and find out as much as possible about 
the author/submitter and his/her genealogical background and research methods. 
 
 
 

Honor Your Ancestors  
  
...with a donation for much needed genealogical research materials.  The Irving Genealogical Society and the Irving 
Public Library will purchase research materials for the Genealogy and Local History Section of the library. 
  
Each item purchased will be identified with a beautiful bookplate acknowledging your ancestor and your gift.   
  
Send your donation to: 
  
            Irving Genealogical Society 
            P. O. Box 170881 
            Irving, TX 75017-0881 
  
Be sure to include your name, your ancestor's name and dates of birth and death if known.  
 
 
 
A Tombstone Epitaph 
Before my friend passed away she bought her tombstone and had it engraved with her maiden name 
and two married names and her epitaph.  It states: 
 
"Here lies Virginia Alice 
Day, Tracy, Matay -  
Loved Life. Wanted to Stay. 
God Called. She Went His Way. 
        (Hopefully)" 
 
Thanks to Flossie Hulsizer 
8 December 2010, Vol. 13, No. 12, Rootsweb Review 


