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 Officers:   

President:  Joyce Bentley  
Program Director:  Melba Johnson  

Secretary:  Eve Kellogg  
Treasurer:  Dorsey Denton  
Newsletter Editor:  Bill Matthews  
Publicity:  Barb Tsirigotis 

 

IGS Homepage - http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~txigs/ 
 

DUES! 
 
Have you paid your dues yet?  Our yearly dues, which are $20.00 for individuals and $25.00 for 
families, can be mailed to:  IGS, P. O. Box 170881, Irving, TX 75017-0881. A copy of the Membership 
Application is included with paper copies of this newsletter and can be used to accompany your 
payment.  Dues are our primary source of income and needed to pay for the operating expenses of 
the society, which the board has kept to the bare minimum.    
 
 This Month 
Mar 14th Board of Directors meeting – 7pm. Genealogy Section at the Library,  

 3rd Floor.  All members are welcome. 
Mar 21st General Meeting – 7pm 1st Floor, Central Irving Library – Speaker: Tim Johnson 

"Genealogy is about more than dead people in cemeteries."  - Presenting genealogy at 
family reunions. 

 Next Month  
Apr 11th Board of Directors meeting – 7pm. Genealogy Section at the Library,  

 3rd Floor.  All members are welcome. 
Apr 18th General Meeting – 7pm 1st Floor, Central Irving Library – Speaker:  Marvin Randle 
  
 Future  
April 10-16 National Library Week.  Time to say “Thanks” to a librarian. 
June 20th IGS Summer Social 
Sep 29-Oct 
10 

Los Bexareños 32nd Annual Texas Hispanic Genealogical and Historical Conference - 
at the Marriott Plaza San Antonio Hotel, at 555 S. Alamo St. 

Dec 13th IGS Christmas Social – with some “special” guests 
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Honor Your Ancestors  
  
...with a donation for much needed genealogical research materials.  The Irving Genealogical Society and the Irving 
Public Library will purchase research materials for the Genealogy and Local History Section of the library. 
  
Each item purchased will be identified with a beautiful bookplate acknowledging your ancestor and your gift.   
  
Send your donation to: 
  
            Irving Genealogical Society 
            P. O. Box 170881 
            Irving, TX 75017-0881 
  
Be sure to include your name, your ancestor's name and dates of birth and death if known.  
 

Thank You eMail 
I want to thank the IGS for the book donated to the Library in Bill Garrison's name. I want to especially 
thank the ones who recommended his name. 
I know he would be as pleased as I am. 
                    Sincerely, 
                      Dorothy Garrison 
 

March Meeting Speaker’s Bio 
Don't miss the March IGS meeting when our guest speaker will be Tim Johnson, who will address  
presenting genealogy at family reunions:  "Genealogy is about more than dead people in cemeteries."  
  
Tim is a native Texan and attended high school at Stamford, TX and Irving, TX and served in the U.S. 
Army and the Texas National Guard for six years. He earned a BBA from The University of North 
Texas, and later completed an MBA in Marketing Management from UNT.  He also completed an 
Executive Marketing program at SMU and has completed advanced studies of Industrial Distribution 
through Purdue University.  Tim spent 20 years with 3M in sales and marketing management, his last 
assignment being the Channel Marketing Manager for the Industrial Products Group of 3M, located in 
St. Paul, MN.   He has lived in Texas, Virginia, and Minnesota. Tim has also been active in his 
community as a Precinct Chairman for three years, and an election judge for two years.  He served 
eight years as a volunteer Chaplin in the Dallas County Jail system and is currently an outreach 
leader for the Coaches Outreach program, which is headquartered in Dallas, TX.  
 
 Tim and Cheree Johnson have been married for 32 years and have 2 sons that live in the Dallas 
area.  Cheree is a native of Irving, TX and now teaches in the Northwest School District.  She teaches 
language and leadership development.  Their eldest son sells software, while their younger son is a 
full time fireman-paramedic in Trophy Club, TX. Tim and Cheree currently serve as marriage mentors 
in the National Marriage Mentors program. Today, Tim is the Southern Region Manager for Questar.  
His company provides containers and consulting services for transporting hazardous chemicals. 
 
From the Editor: 
The newspaper is later than normal since my wife and I spent most of the last week at her family 
reunion in Memphis, TN. 
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History Trivia 

 
1780 March 1:  Pennsylvania becomes the first state to abolish slavery.  The New England states 
follow, beginning in 1784.  On September 23rd the capture of British major John Andre reveals the 
treachery of turncoat American general Benedict Arnold, who has secretly offered to surrender the 
key Hudson River fort at West Point to the British.  Andre is hanged on October 2nd.   Arnold flees to 
the British lines and becomes a general in the enemy army.   
 
1789 March 4:  The First Congress convenes under the new Constitution.  George Washington, the 
first president of the United States, is inaugurated on April 30.  
 

A Message from the Heritage Society 
 
Do you enjoy touring old homes?  If you have never been to Irving's Heritage House at 303 S. 
O'Connor Road, get some friends together for a visit.  Heritage House was built by C. P. Schulze in 
1912 and is furnished with some original Schulze family items and antiques of that era.  Unique to this 
area is the small basement.  The style of the home reflects  the simple and practical lines of homes of 
the early 20th century with a low hipped roof, large front porch and bright sunroom in the back.  Get 
more detailed information from docents who conduct tours the first Sunday, March thru December at 
3:00 and 4:00 pm.  The home is open from 3:00 to 5:00 pm.  Admission is free. 
  
On Thursday, April 14, at 7pm in the Central Library, 801 West Irving Blvd., guest speaker Helen 
Ogden Widerner will exhibit her reproduction of a quilt top made by Elizabeth Patton Crockett, widow 
of Davy Crockett. 
  

United Daughters of the Confederacy Invitation 
 

The Julia Jackson Chapter 141 United Daughters of the Confederacy Cordially invites you to the 
District VII Confederate History Month Ceremony At Oakwood Cemetery, 701 Grand Avenue, Fort 
Worth. Honoring 436 Confederate Soldiers buried there. Saturday, April 9, 2011 at 11 am at the 
Confederate Soldier Statue. 
 
Area UDC, C of C, SCV, OCR, MOSB, Confederate Gray, 
Re-enactors, family and friends are invited to participate. 
Inviting cannons, flag corp, firing volley, taps, musicians, 
and re-enactors in period attire. 
 

Directions: 
From I-35 West, take the Yucca, Long Drive exit and head west.  Turn left on North Main Street and 
make a quick right onto Grand Avenue.  Follow Grand Avenue down to the Main Gate on the left.  
Meet at the Confederate Soldier located in the southeast part of the cemetery.  
 
From Jacksboro Hwy, turn east onto West Northside Drive and turn right onto Grand Avenue.  Follow 
Grand Avenue down to the Main Gate on the right.  Meet at the Confederate Soldier in the southeast 
part of the cemetery. 
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Contact Janie Pace, President of the UDC Julia Jackson Chapter for more information at 817-235-
6667 or jhpacerd@charter.net 
Period attire admired but not required. 
 

Irving Trivia Contest 
 
It is time for trivia teams to be formed.  Preliminary rounds are scheduled for Sat., April 2nd.    
 
We have been invited to join the Irvinh Heritiage Society in celebrating Washington Irving’s 228th 
birthday this year.  Washington Irving is well known for his wonderful children’s stories including the 
Legend of Sleepy Hollow and Rip Van Winkle, but he was a serious man as well.  He was a well-
respected and admired author who has the distinction of being identified as The First American Man 
Of Letters.  Irving served U.S. Embassy posts in England and Spain and was America’s first Spanish-
speaking ambassador.  He was also asked to run for Mayor of New York, but declined.  Additionally, 
he turned down the post of Secretary of the Navy offered by President Van Buren.  An impressive 
and interesting figure in our history, Irving wrote extensive works on Christopher Columbus and 
George Washington.  
 
There are many ways to be involved during the month of April and many special activities.  See the 
IHS website at www.irvingheritage.com for a full list of all of the events.  We are invited to will form a 
“team” of no more than four people to compete in the “Irving Trivia – the City and the Man” contest.  
There will be a preliminary contest on Saturday, April 2nd , 10am-noon at the Dupree Theater in the 
Irving Arts Center, 3333 North MacArthur.  The deadline to register your team is Tuesday, March 22.  
The drawing for the brackets to determine the order of the teams will be held on Friday, March 25 at 
6pm, at the Irving Heritage House, 303 S. O’Connor.  The team may attend to do their own drawing 
or indicate a request for the committee to draw for them. 
 
 This will be great fun and friendly competition among the groups.  We will all learn much more about 
Irving the City, as well as Irving the Man.  For questions, contact Mary Higbie at 972-252-3838 or via 
email  irvingheritagesociety@yahoo.com 
 
A completed registration for must be returned by Tuesday, March 22 in order to qualify. 
 

 Press Release - February 23, 2011 
National Archives and Records Administration – Sout hwest Region –  

of Fort Worth Now Open at Montgomery Plaza  
 
The National Archives at Fort Worth has completed its move out of the Federal Depot on Felix Street 
where it has been for nearly 50 years. Last year, Archives staff moved over two million historical 
documents and the public research room for original documents to the Federal Records Center on 
John Burgess Drive near Everman Parkway and I-35W in south Fort Worth. The microfilm and public 
access computer research room and a training room have been moved to the Montgomery Plaza 
building on West Seventh Street near the Cultural District. This new location was opened to the public 
on Monday, February 28th at 8:00 a.m.  
 
The new Montgomery Plaza location houses microfilmed and digitized records that are used primarily 
for family history or genealogy research. It contains ten public access computers for searching the 
growing volume of online genealogical information including free access to Ancestry.com and 
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Footnote.com, along with microfilm readers for materials that are not yet digitized. There is no fee for 
using the resources at the National Archives’ research room which is open from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. Monday through Friday, and the 3rd Saturday of the month. Staff and volunteers will provide 
expert services to help researchers. The main phone number for this office stays the same – 817-
831-5620. 
 
The National Archives at Fort Worth Montgomery Plaza location also houses a small classroom for 
educational sessions with teachers. National Archives staff will share information about the rich 
holdings that it maintains and how these documents can be used to enhance the classroom 
experience. The Education Center also has distance learning equipment which enables the Archives 
educators to broadcast sessions into schools throughout Texas and beyond. Having this equipment 
tied into a special network enables the Archives staff to reach hundreds or even thousands of 
students in a single session. One of the more popular distance learning sessions has been “Animals 
in Space”, which features historical records from the Johnson Space Center. 
 
The original historical records stored at the Federal Records Center on John Burgess Drive reflect the 
Federal Government’s presence in the four-state region of Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, and 
Louisiana. Among the oldest records is a document, signed by President Thomas Jefferson in 1803 – 
appointing a customs collector in New Orleans following the Louisiana Purchase. More recent NASA 
Johnson Space Center records document the Mercury, Gemini and Apollo space exploration program 
and the subsequent Shuttle program. Overall the National Archives at Fort Worth has original 
documents from over 100 Federal agencies including Federal courts, Bureau of Indian Affairs (mostly 
from Oklahoma), Corps of Engineers, Bureau of Customs (New Orleans Customs House), 
Department of Agriculture, and many more. 
 
At the Federal Records Center, the archival records are preserved in a climate controlled room with 
closely guarded access. Persons interested in accessing the original historical records must make an 
appointment to view them during normal work hours, Monday through Friday from 6:30 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. by contacting the Archives staff via email at ftworth.archives@nara.gov or by calling 817-551-
2051. All members of the public with a research interest are welcome. 
 
The move from the Federal Depot is part of a long-term effort by the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA) to improve its facilities in order to meet strict archival preservation standards 
and provide a better customer experience. For more information contact C. Preston Huff, Regional 
Administrator, 817-551-2001. 
 

IGS Items for Sale 
Bumperstickers - $1.00 each 
60       Don’t Shake My Family Tree  
33       Genealogists Brake for Courthouses   
22       My Family Tree Has Root Rot  
71       Are My Ancestors Your Ancestors?  
Books 
15       Cemetery Records of Irving, Texas                           $15.00 
10       Obituaries and Death Notices from Irving Newspapers 1908 thru 1943  $15.00 
22       1850 Dallas County, Texas Census                          $12.00 
  8        Newsletters of the Irving Genealogical Society            7.50 
15        Newsletters of the Irving Genealogical Society  - VII  $7.50  
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1895 8th Grade  Final Exam - Salina,  KS – 1895 
(From Richard Monroe) 

 

What it took to get an 8th grade education in 1895...  
The student had 5 hours to complete the exam. 
 
Remember when grandparents and great-
grandparents stated that they only had an 8th grade 
education? Well, check this out. Could any of us 
have passed the 8th grade in 1895? 
 
This is the eighth-grade final exam from 1895 
in Salina, Kansas ,USA .. It was taken from the 
original document on file at the Smokey Valley 
Genealogical Society and Library in Salina, and 
reprinted by the Salina Journal. 
 

 
 
Grammar (Time, one hour) 
1. Give nine rules for the use of capital letters 
2. Name the parts of speech and define those that have no modifications. 
3. Define verse, stanza and paragraph 
4. What are the principal parts of a verb? Give principal parts of 'lie,''play,' and 'run' 
5. Define case; illustrate each case. 
6. What is punctuation? Give rules for principal marks of punctuation. 
7. Write a composition of about 150 words and show therein that you understand the practical use of the rules 
of grammar. 
 
Arithmetic (Time,1 hour 15 minutes) 
1. Name and define the Fundamental Rules of Arithmetic. 
2. A wagon box is 2 ft. Deep, 10 feet long, and 3 ft. Wide. How many bushels of wheat will it hold? 
3. If a load of wheat weighs 3,942 lbs., what is it worth at 50cts/bushel, deducting 1,050 lbs. For tare? 
4. District No 33 has a valuation of $35,000. What is the necessary levy to carry on a school seven months at 
$50 per month, and have $104 for incidentals? 
5. Find the cost of 6,720 lbs. Coal at $6.00 per ton. 
6. Find the interest of $512.60 for 8 months and 18 days at 7 percent. 
7. What is the cost of 40 boards 12 inches wide and 16 ft.. Long at $20 per metre? 
8. Find bank discount on $300 for 90 days (no grace) at 10 percent. 
9. What is the cost of a square farm at $15 per acre, the distance of which is 640 rods? 
10. Write a Bank Check, a Promissory Note, and a Receipt 
 
U.S. History (Time, 45 minutes) 
1. Give the epochs into which U.S. History is divided 
2. Give an account of the discovery of America by Columbus 
3. Relate the causes and results of the Revolutionary War. 
4. Show the territorial growth of the United States 
5. Tell what you can of the history of Kansas 
6. Describe three of the most prominent battles of the Rebellion. 
7. Who were the following: Morse, Whitney, Fulton , Bell , Lincoln , Penn, and Howe? 
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8. Name events connected with the following dates: 1607, 1620, 1800, 1849, 1865. 
  
Orthography (Time, one hour) 
1. What is meant by the following: alphabet, phonetic, orthography, etymology, syllabication 
2. What are elementary sounds? How classified? 
3. What are the following, and give examples of each: trigraph, subvocals, diphthong, cognate letters, linguals 
4. Give four substitutes for caret 'u.' 
5. Give two rules for spelling words with final 'e.' Name two exceptions under each rule. 
6. Give two uses of silent letters in spelling. Illustrate each. 
7. Define the following prefixes and use in connection with a word: bi, dis-mis, pre, semi, post, non, inter, 
mono, sup. 
8. Mark diacritically and divide into syllables the following, and name the sign that indicates the sound: card, 
ball, mercy, sir, odd, cell, rise, blood, fare, last. 
9. Use the following correctly in sentences: cite, site, sight, fane, fain, feign, vane , vain, vein, raze, raise, rays. 
10. Write 10 words frequently mispronounced and indicate pronunciation by use of diacritical marks 
And by syllabication. 
 

Geography (Time, one hour) 
1 What is climate? Upon what does climate depend? 
2. How do you account for the extremes of climate in Kansas?  
3. Of what use are rivers? Of what use is the ocean? 
4. Describe the mountains of North America 
5. Name and describe the following: Monrovia, Odessa , Denver, Manitoba, Hecla, Yukon, St. Helena, Juan 
Fernandez, Aspinwall and Orinoco 
6. Name and locate the principal trade centers of the U.S. Name all the republics of Europe and give the 
capital of each. 
8. Why is the Atlantic Coast colder than the Pacific in the same latitude? 
9. Describe the process by which the water of the ocean returns to the sources of rivers. 
10. Describe the movements of the earth. Give the inclination of the earth. 
 
  

Trivia 
 

    Q:  Did you ever wonder why dimes, quarters and half dollars have notches, while pennies and nickels do 
not? 

    A:  The US Mint began putting notches on the edges of coins containing gold and silver to discourage 
holders from shaving off small quantities of the precious metals. Dimes, quarters and half dollars are notched 
because they used to contain silver. Pennies and nickels aren ' t notched because the metals they contain are 
not valuable enough to shave. 

 

    Q:  In golf, where did the term 'Caddie' come from? 

    A.  When Mary, later Queen of Scots, went to France as a young girl (for education & survival), Louis, King 
of France, learned that she loved the Scot game 'golf'.  So he had the first golf course outside of Scotland built 
for her enjoyment. To make sure she was properly chaperoned (and guarded) while she played, Louis hired 
cadets from a military school to accompany her. Mary liked this a lot and when she returned to Scotland (not a 
very good idea in the long run), she took the practice with her. In French, the word cadet is pronounced 'ca-
day' and the Scots changed it into 'caddie’. 
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