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Newsletter Editor:  Bill Matthews 

 

IGS Homepage - http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~txigs/ 
 

DUES! 
 
Have you paid your dues yet?  Our yearly dues for 2010, which are $20.00 for individuals and $25.00 
for families, can be mailed to:  IGS, P. O. Box 170881, Irving, TX 75017-0881. A copy of the 
Membership Application is included with paper copies of this newsletter and can be used to 
accompany your payment.  Dues are our primary source of income and needed to pay for the 
operating expenses of the society, which the board has kept to the bare minimum.    
 
 This Month 
Feb 8th Board of Directors meeting – 7pm. Genealogy Section at the Library,  

 3rd Floor.  All members are welcome. 
Feb 15th General Meeting – 7pm 1st Floor, Central Irving Library – Speaker: Tresa Tatyrek 

Those Musty Courthouses and the Treasures They Hold 
  
 Next Month  
Mar 8th Board of Directors meeting – 7pm. Genealogy Section at the Library,  

 3rd Floor.  All members are welcome. 
Mar 15th General Meeting – 7pm 1st Floor, Central Irving Library – Speaker: Lynn Titus 
  
 Future  
28 April –  
1 May 

National Genealogical Society - 2010 Family History Conference - Salt Lake City, Utah 
Follow Your Ancestral Trail - For more information, visit http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/ 

  
November 
4-6 

Texas State Genealogical Society’s 50th Annual Conference.  For more information 
visit the TSGS website http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~txsgs/  
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Honor Your Ancestors  
  
...with a donation for much needed genealogical research materials.  The Irving Genealogical Society and the Irving 
Public Library will purchase research materials for the Genealogy and Local History Section of the library. 
  
Each item purchased will be identified with a beautiful bookplate acknowledging your ancestor and your gift.   
  
Send your donation to: 
  
            Irving Genealogical Society 
            P. O. Box 170881 
            Irving, TX 75017-0881 
  
Be sure to include your name, your ancestor's name and dates of birth and death if known.  

 
 
Information provided by Melba Johnson and written by Barb Tsirigotis. 

Hidden Treasures of Google  

Elijah Jonathan Neathery, M. D. 

Physician and Surgeon 

Van Alstyne, Texas 

1867 - 1928 

I recently learned of Melba Johnson’s great uncle, E. J. Neathery, a medical doctor who practiced in Van 
Alstyne and Sherman, Texas. A friend had given Melba a page from Dr. Neathery’s last prescription pad (see 
below), which had turned up in an auction in Van Alstyne. Out of curiosity, I Googled the good doctor’s name 
to see what I might find. I immediately came across three articles written by Dr. Neathery and mention of him 
in two others. One article named him as the President of the Sherman Hospital Company and Division Surgeon 
of the Frisco Railway. There’s a tidbit I bet Melba didn’t know.  

Born in Albany, Clinton County, KY, Dr. Neathery moved to the Pilot Grove area in the early l880's. His 
parents were Achilles (Killis) Neathery and Polly Jane Hopkins. He attended Baylor University and graduated 
in 1891 with a medical degree from the Kentucky School of Medicine at Louisville, KY. The first 10 years of 
his practice was in Van Alstyne TX. He later moved his practice to Sherman, TX. 

He was one of the founders of the Wilson N, Jones Hospital in Sherman. Dr. Neathery was married once in 
Missouri and a second time in Texas to Mae Batesell in 1893. Dr. and Mrs. Neathery had one daughter, Annie 
Page, born in 1894. 

Don’t overlook Google as a possible source of information. Google yourself and see what you find. 
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Articles and Papers by or about Dr. 
Neathery 

Entero-Lithiasis with Report of Cases 
printed in the International Journal of 
Surgery, Vol. 9-10 

Congenital Deformity with Report of Cases 
printed in the Transactions of the Texas 
State Medical Association, Vol. 30 

Treatment of Extensive Burns printed in the 
Texas State Journal of Medicine, Vol. 4, 
Issue 9 

Dr. Neathery’s death on 24 Dec 1928 was 
printed in the Southern Medical News, Vol. 
22 and the Sherman Democrat. 

 

A government genealogy service lets family history leap off the page. 

A little-known program of the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services provides information 

that bridges oceans. 

This program is a treasure chest for genealogists.  Oftentimes these files will have information on 

brothers, sisters, aunts and uncles that will help connect the dots.  For experienced genealogists, 

the files may open the doors to even more research, perhaps leading people to exact hometowns 

in their ancestors' native countries. And for those new to genealogy, they may be just the 

beginning.  It’s more than just Immigration and Naturalization.  

For more information about the program, check out www.uscis.gov/genealogy. 
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From JC Schreiber : 

Please accept my appreciation for the Lifetime Achievement Award Membership. I was extremely 
surprised to receive this as I have been away from the Irving Genealogical Society for so many years, 
but this really touches my heart that I have been remembered in this way. My time and experience 
with the society has always been a highlight of my life and I do miss all of the friends I made during 
my time with the society. Please express my thanks.  
 
Regards,  
 
JC Schreiber  

  

From Mark K. Weber:  One of our members has passed away. 
 
The Heritage Herald had this in their February edition:  
 
In Memoriam:  Grace Lynch  
 

From Barb Tsirigotis:  Portal to Texas History 

This website lets you look at the actual pages of a register of money orders issued by the Post Office 
in Denton, Texas between June 1, 1895 & June 30, 1896. 

        http://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth39123/ 

This book comes from the Denton Public Library – a partner with UNT.  Also included is a link to more 
holdings of the Denton Library where they are digitizing early Denton History. 

 

Now Available from the IGS Website:  Newsletters in  a Kindle eReader compatible format. 

If you have a Kindle electronic book reader then this may be of interest to you.  Copies of the IGS 
Newsletters in a format usable with a Kindle are now available from the IGS newsletters website, 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~txigs/newsletters.html  - The newsletters are grouped into a zip file for 
each year. 

 

Recipes Needed – Send your favorite old family recipe, along with a short story about it, to 
cicsos2@pobox.com (Bill Matthews).    
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World War II Cake - Submitted by Eve Kellogg 
 

Even though I was a small child I can remember certain events during World War II.  What I 
remember most was that many things were rationed and it took stamps to buy what seemed like most 
everything.  I was too young to cook, but I remember hearing about War Cake.  It was popular during 
WWII because it did not use any sugar.  Sugar, coffee, shoes, tires and gasoline were rationed 
among other items, and sugar had to go a long way not leaving enough for baking.  Honey was used 
often for sweetener, because some people had beehives.  Pecans were also plentiful in many parts of 
Texas.  My Father-in-law (Erle Kellogg’s father) received extra stamps for gasoline to drive to work, 
because he worked in a plant that built airplanes.  A very close and dear friend who passed away a 
few years ago at age 94 gave the recipe for War Cake to me years later.  Had she lived, she would 
have been 100 years old this year on her birthday August 13th.  Her daughters requested she make 
this cake on occasions until close to the time she died, because they liked the cake and it brought 
back many memories.  Come and taste the cake at our February meeting.  If you once made it, 
perhaps it will bring back memories to you.  I don’t know if it’s as good as the Mayflower cookies, but 
it is tasty. – Eve Kellogg  

War Cake  
 
2/3 Cup Shortening  
 1 Cup Honey  
 2 Cups Flour, sifted 
 2 teaspoons Baking Powder  
½ teaspoon Salt  
 3 Eggs, beaten well  
 1 Tablespoon Vanilla  
 
Preheat oven to 325˚.  Cream shortening.  Add honey, 1/3 cup at a time, beating well after each 
addition. Sift flour, baking powder, and salt together, adding ¼ of dry mixture, and then beat. Add 
well-beaten eggs to mixture; add rest of dry ingredients and vanilla. Pour into greased and floured 8” 
x 8” pan.  Bake 50 to 60 minutes. Spread with Honey Nut Topping. 
 

Honey Nut Topping 
 

4 Tablespoons Butter  4 Tablespoons Sugar 
4 Tablespoons Honey 4 Tablespoons Flour, sifted  
½ Cup Pecans, chopped 
 
Cream butter then add sugar, mixing well.  Add flour to honey, beat well. Spread on cake and sprinkle 
with nuts.  Broil until topping bubbles.   
Enjoy! 

 


