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DUES! 
 
Have you paid your dues yet?  Our yearly dues for 2009, which were increased to $20.00 for 
individuals and $25.00 for families, can be mailed to:  IGS, P. O. Box 170881, Irving, TX 75017-
0881. A copy of the Membership Application is included with paper copies of this newsletter and can 
be used to accompany your payment.  Dues are our primary source of income and needed to pay 
for the operating expenses of the society, which the board has kept to the bare minimum.    

 
This Month 

 
September 21st  General meeting – 7pm 1st Floor, Central Irving Library,  

speaker is Shirley Apley (see the next page) 
 

Next Month 
October 12th  Board of Directors meeting – 7pm. Genealogy Section at the Library, 3rd Floor.  

All members are welcome. 
October 19th  General meeting – 7pm 1st Floor, Central Irving Library.,  

Speaker is Don Raney - “Martin Varner, Texas Pioneer: 1785-1844”.   
 

September 21 – Where, Oh Where is Bessie? – Speaker – Shirley Apley 

Where, Oh Where is Bessie? -  From 1914 to 1917 one woman kept the community of Fort Worth captivated 

with her many escapes from the city and county jails.  We will follow Bessie Williams through her different 
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techniques of escape and life in general.  All this was going on while the local Woman’s Club was sponsoring 

a campaign for a new county jail.  The big question we ask is “Who, oh who is Bessie?” 

Shirley Apley 

Shirley comes from South Dakota and has worked for the Fort Worth Library for over 14 years.  She has a 

Bachelors of Science in History from the University of South Dakota and a Masters in Library Science from 

Emporia State University, Emporia, Kansas.  Shirley has been involved in genealogy research since she was 

eighteen years old.  She has taught “Advanced Genealogy” classes at Tarrant County College.  Shirley enjoys 

research and working with others to find their family heritage as well as playing in competitive Scrabble 

tournaments.  

 
 

2009 FGS Conference 
Barbara Lancaster Tsirigotis 

  

If you’ve never attended a national genealogical conference, add it to your bucket list.  It’s everything a 

genealogy researcher could want, all under one roof and for four full days!   I had a great time! 

  

I recently attended the 2009 Conference, “Passages through Time”, hosted by Federation of Genealogical 

Societies and the Arkansas Genealogical Society.  This year’s conference was held at the Little Rock 

Convention Center.  Each day offered at least six different classes every hour.  Classes on Digital 

Scrapbooking, Census Basics, Tracing Scots Irish Ancestors, Building an Effective Society Website, Managing a 

Cemetery Reading Project, and more.   With instructors such as Elizabeth Shown Mills, George Schweitzer, 

John Philip Colletta, Curt Witcher, Fred Moss, Meg Hacker and Thomas Jones. Luncheons offered speakers 

such as Desmond Walls Allen and Russell Baker.   

  

The first day, I tried to be a diligent delegate from my society and attended classes that focused on 

strengthening the society, increasing membership, finding interesting speakers and website building.  By 

5:00 p.m. I was burned out on society structure and bailed out with my two new friends, who happened to 

be from the mid-cities, for dinner at a nearby restaurant.  The weather was beautiful and the city is very 

walkable.   

  

The second day was all about me…and the third…and the fourth.  Looking for Long Lost Arkansas Ancestors-

Parts 1 & 2, Addicted to Courthouses, Platting Land, Confederate Pension Records of Arkansas, How to 

Become Certified.  Each day ended with dinner with my new friends.  Did I mention there were 

approximately 55 vendors!!  

  

During one long lunch break I strolled through the Arkansas Museum of History which was only a few blocks 

from the Convention Center.  Just up the street was the Arkansas Studies Institute.  It is located in the River 

Market District and houses the University of Arkansas at Little Rock archives, old photos, letters, maps, 

historical documents, manuscripts and lots more.  

  

The host hotel, The Peabody, is home to the Peabody Ducks who march down the red carpet to the Lobby 

Fountain every day at 11:00 a.m. and return to their penthouse at 5:00 p.m.  I was privileged to escort the 
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ducks and the Duck Master to the penthouse for a few photos and a bit of history about this unusual 

tradition. 

  

The 24-carat gold-leaf cupola atop the Arkansas State Capitol can be seen from most everywhere in the city; 

and, it’s just as beautiful from the inside, looking up from the rotunda.  The cost of construction in 1899 was 

$2.2 million, which equals $320 million on today’s market.  Huge bronze entrance doors were purchased 

from Tiffany’s.  The white marble hallways are lined with paintings of past governors.  It was late in the day 

when I arrived – too late for a guided tour; so, I guided myself into the governor’s reception room which 

overlooks North Little Rock and the Arkansas River…and into the Supreme Court Chambers…and… 

  

Outside, located on a prominent hill at the western end of Capitol Avenue, 40 plus acres are immaculately 

groomed and dotted with nine historical monuments and markers dedicated to service men and women, 

law enforcement personnel, prisoners of war, and the Little Rock Nine which is a tribute to nine African-

American students who began the process of desegregation by enrolling at Little Rock’s Central High School 

in 1957.  

  

Located behind the Capitol is the Arkansas History Commission and Archives which contains an extensive 

collection of materials about Arkansas history and families, including books, newspapers, audiovisual and 

digital resources, manuscripts, etc.   

  

Next door to the Peabody was the Old State House Museum, the original state capitol building and is the 

oldest surviving state capitol west of the Mississippi River.  The Greek revival structure has been designated 

a National Historic Landmark.  Overlooking the Arkansas River, it houses a museum of Arkansas history with 

special emphasis on Arkansas’s history from statehood until the present.  In addition, it holds a collection of 

Civil War battle flags, inaugural gowns of governors’ wives, Arkansas art pottery, African-American quilts, 

and artifacts from Arkansas’ rich musical heritage.  Oh yes, the security officers swear it is haunted.   

  

Following the conference I traveled on to Russellville and Yell County so I could do some personal research 

before heading home.  I visited three libraries, three courthouses and one cemetery during that time.  I 

came home with a lot of unanswered questions, 4 new books and a broken windshield.  Yeah, I had a great 

time.   

  

 

 

Library of Michigan Genealogy Collection  

From Mary K. Weber 

 Note from Drew Smith, Editor of the FGS Voice:  Because of the time-sensitive nature of the following item, this is 
being sent out to all FGS Voice subscribers immediately rather than waiting until the 
next issue of the Voice.  Please note the link to the petition later in the item below: 
 
*** 
 
Within the genealogical community, the Library of Michigan has long been recognized as one of the premier state 
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libraries in the country. 
 
The cohesive Library of Michigan collection with over 180 years of Michigan history, literature and culture records and 
reflects the lives of not only those who remained to raise their families within the state but of millions more whose 
migration to other parts of the country left their footprints in the soil and records generated by their passage. Visitors 
come from all across the country to research at the Library of Michigan. 
 
In addressing a $2 Billion deficit in the Michigan budget, Governor Jennifer M. Granholm issued an executive order in 
July which would abolish the Department of History, Arts and Libraries.  As originally 
proposed, the collections of the Library of Michigan would be scattered and the building built and designed to house the 
state library would be renovated to house a new function. 
 
In meetings held during the Federation of Genealogical Societies/Arkansas Genealogical Society Annual Conference in 
Little Rock this past week, the Records Preservation and Access Committee 
representatives have initiated a petition drive in support of the Library of Michigan.  .  This is the first time we have 
exercised this option since 2006, something of an indicator of the seriousness with which the genealogical community 
views this situation.  

The RPAC petition became available for signature on Sunday, the 6th of September.  We will close the petition drive on 
the 1st of October, the date the governor’s order is scheduled to take effect.  The earlier one signs, the greater the 
impact. 
 
Although the prospects for reversing this action are remote, we would not want it to be said that a state library can be 
closed without its users caring (or for other governors to think it a politically expedient thing to do.) 
 
Genealogists from within and without Michigan are encouraged to sign the online petition found at 
http://www.petitiononline.com/RPAC2009/petition.html.  We then ask that you urge the members of every 
society of which you are a member to do likewise. 
 
Additional background and the latest developments can be found at the web site of the Michigan Genealogical Council 
at: www.mimgc.org/LOM.html.  They may also suggest legislators to whom 
individual letters might be addressed at appropriate points in the legislative process. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2009 Community History Workshop Series 

Sponsored by the Center for Texas Studies at TCU and the Fort Worth Public Library   

Oct 3 - “Recording the Past” Using Documentaries to Record Local History by Rick Leal  

Nov 7 - “Capturing the Past: An Oral History Workshop” by Stephen Fagin and John Versluis 

Dec 5 - “In The Beginning:  A look at the early mayor & council proceedings of Fort Worth, 1895–1920” 
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Shirley Apley, Fort Worth Public Library  
Fort Worth Central Library 
500 W. 3rd St. 
Fort Worth, Texas  
 10:30am-12:00pm 
 

August Meeting – Book Availability 
 

We had hoped that our speaker last month, Carol Taylor, would have copies of the book that contained her 

topic  “Feed the Troops or Fight the Drought: The Dilemma Texas Beef Contractors Faced in 1861-1865”.  

However, she was not able to bring copies.  You can read more about this book, The Seventh Star of the 
Confederacy: Texas During the Civil War, at the following web site: 

http://web3.unt.edu/untpress/catalog/detail.cfm?ID=309 

 

I was able to order it from the Barnes & Noble Bookstore at the Irving Mall.  It took a few days and cost 

$34.95 (plus tax).  I found the book to be well worth reading and also educational.   

 

 


