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DUES! 
 
Have you paid your dues yet?  Our yearly dues for 2009, which were increased to $20.00 for 
individuals and $25.00 for families, can be mailed to:  IGS, P. O. Box 170881, Irving, TX 75017-0881. 
A copy of the Membership Application is included with paper copies of this newsletter and can be 
used to accompany your payment.  Dues are our primary source of income and needed to pay for the 
operating expenses of the society, which the board has kept to the bare minimum.    

 
This Month 

 
August 10 th  Board of Directors meeting – 7pm. Genealogy Section at the Library,  

 3rd Floor.  All members are welcome. 
August 17 th General meeting – 7pm 1st Floor, Central Irving Library.  
  The speaker is Carol Taylor 
 

Next Month  
September 14 th  Board of Directors meeting – 7pm. Genealogy Section at the Library,  

 3rd Floor.  All members are welcome. 
September 21 st General meeting – 7pm 1st Floor, Central Irving Library.   

The speaker is Shirley Apley 
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August 17 – Cattle Drives in Texas 1861-1865 – Speaker – Carol Taylor 

When Texas seceded from the Union in 1861, the state was expected to provide rations to the entire 
Confederate Army.  While many herds of cattle were driven across the Mississippi River to as far East 
as Lee’s Army in Virginia, Confederate beef contractors in Texas experienced a difficult time 
gathering ample supplies of meat.  The closure of the Mississippi River at Vicksburg and Port Hudson 
virtually stopped all shipments to the Eastern Theaters.  From 1857 through 1864, Texas and much of 
the Deep South suffered through one of the most devastating droughts in recorded history.  How 
Texans coped with this disaster is the focus of “Feed the Troops or Fight the Drought: The Dilemma 
Texas Beef Contractors Faced in 1861-1865” which is included in The Seventh Star of the 
Confederacy: Texas During the Civil War.  Copies of this book will be available for sale at the IGS 
meeting.  

Carol Taylor 

 
Carol is a Research Assistant at the W. Walworth Harrison Public Library in Greenville.  She writes 
“Tree Climbing” a genealogy column in the Sunday Greenville Herald Banner.  Carol is a co-author of 
The Devil’s Triangle: Ben Bickerstaff, Northeast Texans and the War of Reconstruction. She 
submitted “Feeding the Troops or Fight the Drought: The Dilemma Texas Beef Contractors Faced in 
1861-1865” in The Seventh Star of the Confederacy: Texas During the Civil War.  She is on the 
Editorial Board of the East Texas Historical Association Journal. A winner of the Ottis Locke Award 
for Outstanding Educator for 2003 and the Ottis Locke Research Grant for 2007 from the East Texas 
Historical Association. Carol is a graduate of Texas A&M University Commerce with a Masters’ 
degree in history and recipient of the Eugene Hollon Outstanding Graduate Student Award.  Member 
of East Texas Historical Association; the Hunt County Historical Commission; the Hunt County 
Genealogical Society; the Texas State Genealogical Society; the Association of Professional 
Genealogists; the National Society Daughters of the American Revolution and the United Daughters 
of the Confederacy. 

Other Activities of Interest – Coming This Month 

Saturday, Aug 8nd   2 p.m. – Irving Central Library Auditorium - Irving Railroads 

Railroad historian Steve Goen of Wichita Falls will discuss the influence of railroads and passenger 
trains on Irving, 2 p.m., August 8 in the Irving Central Library auditorium.  The author of eight books 
on rail history, Goen will focus on historical railroads that originally operated through Irving, including 
Fort Worth & Denver‘s Texas Zephyr, Rock Island Railroad’s Twin Star Rocket, and the Texas & 
Pacific.  

The presentation is part of Irving Public Library Chautauqua, a series of monthly programs that 
celebrates the American Chautauqua movement, popular in the late 19th and early 20th century. The 
programs are free and open to the public. 
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Tuesday, Aug 11th 7 p.m. – Southwest Branch, Irving Public Library - Heroes of Texas 

“Heroes of Texas” is a troupe of historians and actors who relate the story of one of our many historic 
heroes.  They perform for schools, scout troupes, libraries, and museums … wherever history buffs 
hang out. 

A performer from “Heroes of Texas” is scheduled to perform at the Southwest Branch of the Irving 
Public Library on Tuesday, August 11th at 7:00 p.m.  The actress will portray Susanna Dickenson, a 
survivor of the Alamo.   Admission is free.  History buffs are encouraged to attend.  Bring the family.  
If you like history, or drama, you should be there.   

Check out the performer who will be in Irving Aug. 11: http://www.texasheroes.net/dickenson.html  

Aug 9th & 15th  - Ft Worth, David L. Tandy Lecture Hall - Genealogy Double Header 

All programs will be held in David L. Tandy Lecture Hall. Limited Seating - Please register for 
programs below by mailing ancestry@fortworthlibrary.org  or call 817-871-7740 

Sunday, Aug 9, 2009 2 p.m.  – “More than Name Rank and Serial Number” By Judy Knight 

What else you may find in military records from the Revolutionary War to World War II is designed for 
a beginning level researcher or one who wants to brush up on their military records knowledge. Free 
and open to the public. 

Saturday, Aug 15, 2009 2 p.m. – “Ya Gotta Know The Territory!” By John and Barbara Wylie 

Use the many research aids (no-tech as well as high-tech) to learn about your ancestor's time and 
place so you can discover where he's hiding.  

A Systematic Approach to Evidence: The presentation introduces improved concepts for 
analyzing evidence by the typical genealogist. Learn why thinking of primary and secondary sources 
isn’t as effective as understanding primary and secondary information. Using “cheat sheets” to learn 
to think in terms of direct vs. indirect evidence and original vs. derivative sources, this talk is based on 
material in the special ‘Evidence’ issue of the NGS Quarterly and other readings. An extensive 
handout and worksheet are included for all who attend. 

State Library shifts operations during $15.5M renovation  
As the Texas State Library and Archives Commission (TSLAC) undergoes construction on its third 
and fourth floors, the Texas State Archives, Reference and Information Center has switched 
operations to a recently renovated first-floor location in the Lorenzo de Zavala Archives and Library 
Building. The renovation will complete a $15.5 million upgrade of the building that opened in 1961. 

Meanwhile the Texas Family Heritage Research Center (Genealogy) is operating temporarily out of 
the Reference and Information Center on the first floor and administrative offices have relocated to 
the second floor. 

TSLAC will still enforce security procedures when entering these areas. 
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Excerpt from the Autobiography of John Garrett Matt hews (1858-1941) 
 

John Garret Matthews was the grandfather of the editor of this newsletter.  He spent 5 years (1874 – 
1879) working as a cowboy for several ranchers in and around Matagorda County in south Texas.  
These included the Allen and Poole ranch, Jim Heard and the York Cousins.  This excerpt describes 
some events that happened during his last experience with "cow-driving” with the York cousins, when 
they drove a group of horses and cattle Eastward across the Colorado River at the Allen and Pool 
ranch, up to Richmond on the Brazos, and across the Brazos.  Their destination was Hardin County.  
On this trip they were forced to cross many rivers and creeks, including the Trinity River. 
 
From this camping place we moved to Spurgoville. Here we had a good time.  While there I met 
people who had stock for sale, which I received since we had rented a small pasture.  One day the 
merchant said to me, "You western cowboys create a sensation when you come". I asked why and he 
said that there was to be a big wedding out at Uncle Jim Hooks' (this being a man where we first went 
to buy cattle) on a certain day. 
 
The boss had told us to get more hands and bring the cattle bought from Mr. Hooks.  I went to see if 
he was ready to deliver the cows. He had them penned but said to wait until the next day, and he 
would have his son help us, as the cattle would be hard to drive. We went the next day, getting there 
about ten a.m.   We saw a crowd of people there.  Mr. Hooks met us at the gate and said "Get down.  
We are going to have dinner soon, and will turn out the cattle after dinner". Pretty soon the young 
expected bridegroom came all dressed up in his black broadcloth, and the minister appeared.  Also 
the bride, all dressed nicely, and the marriage ceremony was performed at once.  Then we were 
invited out to a long table as honored guests.  It was very nice.  Loads of sweets and meats.  After 
dinner we, with the help of this old man and his sons, got the cattle out and drove them back to our 
pasture at Spurgoville. Uncle Jimmy Hooks said to me, "You are getting a bad lot of cattle from Uncle 
Billie Rainer.  If you don't watch them, they will break out of the pasture."  And the day before, Uncle 
Billie had warned me that the Hooks' cattle were bad, and said I'd have to watch them.  But, luckily, 
none of the cattle broke out, neither bunches. 
 
However, both bunches of cattle were really bad.  Uncle Billie Rainer's cattle were cane-broke cattle, 
and said to be the worst in the country to handle.  They used dogs to bring these cattle out of the 
brake.  This had been made by the river changing its bed and forming a lagoon that was covered with 
the cane.  A horse could hardly go through it.  The day Uncle Billie was to bring his cattle up, I went to 
meet him and help. It was surprising how those dogs could manage the cattle.  If one started to leave 
the herd a dog would bring him back.  These were the best cattle we got in our whole roundup.  The 
day came for us to move from this place back to Hardin.  Our bosses had hired several men on 
horses to help us the first day.  Our worst trouble was to get the cattle out of the pasture.  When we 
would get them near a gate they would break away and scatter.  Then we would have to go after 
them again.  I broke my rope when I caught a beef. I turned him over, though, and got him out.  It took 
most of the day to get the cattle out and start on the trip. 
 

From this place on to Hardin, it rained, and we had to cross several small streams.  We reached our 
next stopping place late at night with tired cattle, horses, and worn out men.  We penned the cattle 
and went into camp.  The Negro cook had supper ready for us.  We had good fare with these men.  
This was our established penning and camping place. We spent some time here taking in cattle that 
had been promised when we went through here several weeks before on our way to Polk County. 
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People here were nice and friendly.  The news of our arrival was passed around, and several young 
men came to invite us to the dances in the neighborhood.  They also came to go with us so we could 
find the way. 
 
They came early one afternoon.  Four boys came, as there were four of us, to escort us on the road.  
The first dance was eight miles out (quite a distance for tired cowboys, and we had to ride 
horseback).  Just before we got there, the boy that was my escort said to me, "You must not be 
surprised if we ride up on some women and girls sitting down putting on their shoes and stockings, as 
this is the custom to carry their shoes until near the place."  They came in oxcart and wagons.  The 
house was a room, shed room, and porch on the front.  But these people were so very hospitable, 
and the men took it on themselves to see that we were entertained.  They also saw to it that we had 
an opportunity to dance. I was sitting on the porch when a man recognized me as a stranger.  He 
asked me to go in and dance.  I tried to excuse myself, as I had not worn a coat. At once he took his 
coat off and wanted me to wear it.  I had had a sick spell and did not want to dance, but he would not 
accept my excuses. So, I put on his coat and went with him.  He took me in and asked a girl to dance 
with me.  He introduced us and we were soon "tripping the light fantastic"!  She was timid and so was 
I, so we didn't do much talking. But I enjoyed the dance.  Some of the boys told that I played the violin 
then I was asked to come in and play for them.  I played for a while. I had other offers to dance, but I 
didn't feel well, so begged off. 
 
Later, supper was announced and we cowboys were invited first as the honored guests.  Supper was 
really a substantial affair: coffee, some cakes and dishes of pork (plenty for everyone).  This was 
served on two long tables in the yard, on the order of a barbecue; I would call it, although the meat 
was not barbecued.  We were introduced when we first arrived but we didn't know who was giving the 
entertainment.  We left to get back to camp before morning.  We spent about half of our time on the 
road, as horseback riding doesn't compare with cars in 1940. 
 
As long as we were at this place, if there was a party we were invited to attend. We generally did 
since our nights were free because the herds were penned.  We spent about two months here.  There 
was quite an improvement in the dress of the girls while we were there.  The local doctor had a 
daughter that had been off to school.  She dressed in style and had a visitor that also dressed nicely.  
The home girls adopted the style of these two girls, which made quite an improvement in their 
appearance. We supposed it must have been this, as there was so much difference in their dress.  It 
must have been due to the fact that these girls knew how to dress. 
 
As you might expect, each of us found a girl while we were there. One of the boss men selected the 
doctor's daughter, and the other boss selected her friend.  One of the men was very much in earnest, 
and when we left he bought a nice box of candy and mailed it back to her. Unfortunately, I did not 
know that I had made an impression until we were leaving.  But, all good things have to end some 
time, so our romances soon were over. 
  
John Garrett Matthews married in 1889 and became a schoolteacher in south Texas.  A picture of 
him and his students was included in an earlier newsletter.   


