
 

1 

 

 

 

Irving 
Genealogical Society 

May 2009 Irving, Texas Volume 17, Number 5  
 
                                

 Officers:   

President:  Eve Kellogg 
Vice President:  Jeanne Mantooth 
Secretary:  Barb Tsirigotis 
Treasurer:  Erle Kellogg 
Newsletter Editor:  Bill Matthews 

 

 
  

 
This Month 

 
May 11 th  Board of Directors meeting – 7pm. Genealogy Section at the Library,  

 3rd Floor.  All members are welcome. 
May 18 th General meeting – 7pm 1st Floor, Central Irving Library.  
 

Next Month  
 

June 15 th  Board of Directors meeting – 7pm. Genealogy Section at the Library,  
 3rd Floor.  All members are welcome. 

June 22nd  General meeting – 7pm 1st Floor, Central Irving Library.  
 

Opening a docx or docm file 
 

If you receive a file that ends in “.docx” or “.docm” and you do not have the latest Microsoft Office 
2007 then you can download a file converter program from Microsoft that will convert that file to the 
older format.  See http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/word/HA100444731033.aspx for more details.  

 
Friends of the Irving Library Book Sale – June 4-7  

 
 

Plans are being made for an “All Nighter” in the fa ll
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Test Your Irving Knowledge 
 

Here are some trivia questions about a specific part of Irving history: 

 
1. What is the relationship between the Tompkins and Haley Cemeteries?  

2. Are either or both of these Cemeteries “full”? 

3. What public facilities are named after someone in one of those Cemeteries? 

4. What legal restrictions exist for the Tompkins Cemetery? 

5. Are these Cemeteries public or private? 

 

For a bonus question – when was the last interment at one of these cemeteries? 

Come to the May meeting for the answers. 

 
Potluck Dinner  

  

The annual potluck dinner has been a tradition every June for many years.  It has been suggested that we 

hold the June 2009 Pot Luck Dinner in an area park in the form of a picnic.   Come to the May meeting to get 

the final details and sign up to bring a dish. 

 

New Hours  
 

Irving Central Library’s Local History and Genealogy Department will soon change its hours of operation, 

according to Mary Archer, Irving Public Library adult-services and Local History and Genealogy librarian.  

 

     Effective June1, Local History and Genealogy will be open:   

              Monday through Thursday:  2-9 p.m. 

              Friday and Saturday:       2-6 p.m. 

              Sunday:                                 1-5 p.m. 

 

     Irving Central Library’s hours of operation will remain the same. Current Library hours are:  

             Monday through Thursday:   10-9 p.m. 

             Friday and Saturday:              10-6 p.m. 

             Sunday:                                  1-5 p.m.         

 

 

New books in Local History and Genealogy  
     

• Daedalian. Texas State College for Women. 1938, 1939, 1940, 1941.  

• Harllee, William Curry. Kinfolks. Searcy & Pfaff. 1934.  

• Miller, Alan N. Nineteenth Century Tennessee Adoptions, Legitimations, and Name Changes. 

Clearfield. 2009.  

• Neilson, Gordon J. Camp Fannin, Texas: A 50 Year Perspective. Tyler Press. 1993.  

• Salfen, Hal. In Honor and Service: The Life of a World War II Veteran. Brown Books. 2006 

• Stephenson, Gwen Berry Stephenson. Berry Pickin’. S.J.T. Printers. 2006 
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Barb Tsirigotis has provided most of the following information: 

 

      Important Information to Have 

In my research, I have often come across death certificates that didn’t include all the information I needed. In 
1934, my great grandmother was listed as Mrs. Jim Glaspie on her death certificate, her obituary and her 
tombstone. No given name, no maiden name, no date or place of birth. In 1934 she was known, formally, as 
Mrs. Jim Glaspie and that’s the name that was used - with no regard for her great granddaughter who would 
be searching for her in 2009.  

None of her remaining children could say with certainty when and where Martha (Smith) Glaspie was born. 
So, what happens when these details are left to family members distraught with grief? They "guess" - which is 
worse for a genealogist than a blank space. We can each do our family a huge favor by documenting this type 
information and storing it for future recall. I’m not talking about logging in information in the Family Bible, 
although that’s a great idea. I’m talking about making a list of information you would want in your obituary. 
Maybe you’ve been called Mary all your life (for your favorite aunt) but your given name is Maria Elizabeth 
Jones. Perhaps the family only knows you as Junior, but you were really named for your father, Randolph 
Winston Jones. These are things you need to document for future generations. 

I have all my information documented and stored: 

• Will 
• Power of Attorney 
• Medical Directive 
• Interment instructions 
• Insurance policies 
• Credit card information 
• Investment and banking information. 

I’ve instructed my family members where they can find this information when needed. When the time comes, 
it will certainly make the process much easier for them. Take the time to gather important documents, list 
information and personal desires, and inform your family exactly where to find it all when needed. Then, get 
back to living life to the fullest, knowing you’ve done your family a huge favor. 

Also Important 

From the Editor: Many of use have computers, on-line bill paying accounts, other financial information, etc 
that have associated userids and passwords.  This information should also be documented (and current!) for 
your family members.  If you are retired, you may also want to identify names and addresses (email and US 
Mail) for people to be notified.  Make sure that your family has access to your Social Security number.  Keep 
in mind that someone must notify Social Security before your name will be included on the Social Security 
Death Index.  If you use a hardware and/or software userid and password for your computer – make very sure 
that that information is documented.  You should also make sure that your family knows where you want to 
be buried and if you have any specific information concerning your grave marker.  Recently I saw a marker 
where all of the children were listed on the backside.  Finally, don’t plan on leaving us too soon – the IGS 
needs all of its members. 
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This is an example of a directive that you could use to provide specific information on how you want your 
genealogical information to be handled.   

Genealogical Codicil to My Last Will and Testament  
 

  

To my spouse, children, guardian, administrator and/or executor:  

   

Upon my demise it is requested that you DO NOT dispose of any or all of my genealogical records, both 

those prepared personally by me and those records prepared by others which may be in my possession, 

including but not limited to books, files, notebooks or computer programs for a period of two years. During 

this time period, please attempt to identify one or more persons who would be willing to take custody of the 

said materials and the responsibility of maintaining and continuing the family histories.  [If you know whom 

within your family or friends are likely candidates to accept these materials, please add the following at this 

point: "I suggest that the persons contacted regarding the assumption of the custody of these items include 

but not be limited to" and then list the names of those individuals at this point, with their addresses and 

telephone numbers if known]  

  

 In the event you do no find anyone to accept these materials, please contact the various genealogical 

organizations that I have been a member of and determine if they will accept some parts or all of my 

genealogical materials. [List of organizations, addresses and phone numbers at bottom; include local 

chapters, with their addresses, phone numbers and contact persons if available as well as state/national 

contact information and addresses]  

  

Please remember that my genealogical endeavors consumed a great deal of time, travel, and money. 

Therefore it is my desire that the products of these endeavors be allowed to continue in a manner that will 

make them available to others in the future.  

  

  

Signature ___________________________ Date ___________  

  

  

Witness ____________________________ Date ___________  

  

  

Witness ____________________________ Date ___________  
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Researching the 1890 Census 

As genealogists and family historians, we know all too well of the loss of the 1890 Federal Census.  We know 
too that a small portion of it survived; but we’ve not looked for that small portion because we can’t possibly 
be lucky enough to find our ancestor on there.  Right?  An article by Tamie Dehler in the Terre Haute 
Tribune-Star takes a closer look at the surviving, albeit small, 1890 census.   

The story we’ve all heard is that the census was destroyed by fire.  That’s only part of the story, and not the 
guilty part.   There was indeed a fire but much of the 1890 census survived the fire; however, it was 
waterlogged by attempts to put out the fire.  The soggy documents were then put in storage and allowed to dry 
out slowly.  Mold took over and destruction began.  Later, when the documents were examined, it was 
decided that they could not be salvaged and, thus, were destroyed - with the exception of 6,160 names out of 
about 63 million, all of which are indexed.   

Other recordings for 1890, such as the Special Enumeration of Union Veterans and Widows, have survived.  
This recording was conducted for the U.S. Pension Office in an effort to locate Union Civil War veterans or 
their widows who had filed pension claims and needed the testimony of former comrades to help prove their 
service record.  Information requested included:  

• Name 
• Rank 
• Company 
• Regiment 
• Vessel 
• Enlistment date 
• Disability incurred in service 
• General remarks 

A misunderstanding on the part of some census takers resulted in veterans of both sides being recorded, as 
well as some veterans from the War of 1812, Mexican War, or one of the Indian wars.  Surviving widows who 
had remarried occasionally listed their new name and address.  Service in the Colored Troops is also listed on 
the veterans’ schedule.  These records now reside at the National Archives.  Over one million Union veterans 
were documented as well as more than 163,000 widows.  

Although the 1890 veteran’s schedules were not involved in the fire, a great portion is missing.  Almost all 
schedules from the states of Alabama through Kansas (alphabetically) as well as about one-half of the 
Kentucky schedules are missing.  Surviving schedules include, part of Kentucky through Washington.  They 
consist of 118 rolls of microfilm and can be found in National Archives Publication N123.  Bundle 198 on roll 
118 titled “Washington, DC, and Miscellaneous” contains some fragments for California, Delaware, Florida, 
Idaho, Illinois (Cook and Henderson counties), Indiana (Warrick and White counties), and Kansas. 

You can read Ms. Dehler’s article at: http://www.tribstar.com/history/local_story_052215909.html. 

 


