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Coming Events 
 

Monday, August 18, 7:00 p.m. – Barbara and John Wylie will be presenting their program: Capturing 
Memories in a 3-Ring Binder: A Collaborative Family Project -  Want to make sure that all your 
children have copies of important photos? Want to make sure that your grandkids know some of the 
family stories? Want to share your genealogical research? Can’t afford to publish a “real” book? 
Here’s what we and our associated families have done toward solving this problem.   
 
John, a professional genealogist for eighteen years, serves the Association of Professional 
Genealogists as national secretary in his second term, the Grand Prairie Genealogical Society as 
past-president and library liaison, the National Genealogical Society as a member of the GENTECH 
Advisory Committee. A founder of GENTECH, he has authored articles in numerous publications 
including the Digital Genealogist, the National Genealogical Society Quarterly and Genealogical 
Computing, and served on the team that developed the GENTECH Genealogical Data Model. He has 
lectured at over a dozen national conferences and in 29 states. With Patricia Law Hatcher, he co-
authored the NGS special publication Indexing Family Histories. He also wrote How to Cite Source 
published on Ancestry.com, for nine years now. He was the 2004 recipient of the Lloyd Bockstruck 
Distinguished Service Award.   
Barbara is a genealogical speaker, writer and researcher.   She has lectured for more than 130 
genealogical/historical audiences across the nation, including conferences of the National 
Genealogical Society and the Federation of Genealogical Societies and has been published in 
Heritage Quest, Everton’s Genealogical Helper, Stirpes, Missouri State Genealogical Association 
Journal, DGS Newsletter, and, most recently, in the Association of Professional Genealogists 
Quarterly.  Published in Heritage Quest, Everton’s Genealogical Helper, Stirpes, Missouri State 
Genealogical Association Journal, DGS Newsletter, and, most recently, in the Association of 
Professional Genealogists Quarterly, Barbara is currently a member of the Association of 
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Professional Genealogists’ Board of Directors. Secretary of the Lone Star Chapter of APG and 
President-Elect of the Grand Prairie Genealogical Society. 
 
Monday, September 15, 7:00 p.m. – Program to be announced. 
 
Monday, October 20, 7:00 p.m. - Tresa Tatyrek’s subject Genealogy on the Internet, the Good, the 
Bad, and the Ugly covers what questions to ask when looking at genealogy related websites and 
goes over some of the better sites and those to steer  
away from. 
 

2008 Community History Workshop Series 

Sponsored by the Center for Texas Studies at TCU and the Fort Worth Public Library on September 6 
- “Living at the Fort, 1895-1995: Four Generations of Fort Worth Photographers” with Byrd Williams, 
Collin College at Tandy Lecture Hall, Fort Worth Central Library, 500 W. 3rd St., Ft. Worth, TX from 
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 Noon.  For more information, contact Shirley Apley, Senior Librarian, Genealogy, 
History, Archives at the Fort Worth Public Library, 817 871-7740. 

A Flowery Obituary 

In the late 1800s and early 1900s, the editor of the Methodist newspaper in our area wrote long and 
flowery obituaries of deceased members of the Methodist church. The one he wrote for the sister of 
my great-grandmother in August of 1900 was no exception. He was eloquent (and apparently correct) 
in his description of Sarah as a "good woman" whose convictions "were deep and abiding." He went 
on to say, "Her home from the beginning of her housekeeping has been the resting place for the 
ministers." Unfortunately, he continued with, "Many a weary itinerant has sat at the table spread by 
her hands and reposed in her bed chambers."  Previously published in Rootsweb Review, 9 Jul 2008, Vol. 11, 
No. 17 

One Tombstone, No Body 
 

My wife and I have worked on both of our family lines for several years. During this past summer my 
wife received a call from an eighty-year-old second cousin who had a problem. It appeared that while 
additions were being made to a local college, several tombstones were found in a lot that was being 
cleared. One stone had the name of Frederich Zacher, 1831-1895, on it.  

The construction company was in a panic; they feared they had unearthed a forgotten graveyard. 
After much research on their part, they found the tombstones had been there "forever," although 
there were no graves. A local researcher went online looking for family links, found the eighty-year-
old great-great-grandchild (our second cousin), and asked her to come get the tombstone from the 
construction lot.  

She picked it up and drove around with it in the trunk of her car for a few weeks—she got plenty of 
strange looks when she asked for help putting the groceries in her trunk! Finally, not knowing what 
else to do with it, she called my wife and asked her to "come and get it." 
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We went searching for the grave it went with, only to find that no one seems to know where the body 
was put to rest. It seems some bodies were moved from a graveyard near a Catholic school sixty to 
seventy years ago when additions were made to the building. Frederick was Catholic—and those 
records indicate he was moved across the street to another cemetery.  

We visited this cemetery and found several unmarked, old graves, but little to no records of who is 
where, or if he is even there. We thought about just placing it on a grave there, but that is not the best 
idea for some other person looking for a lost ancestor. Plus, how do you explain what you're doing to 
the police when they pull up and ask why you have a tombstone in your truck? "Uh, we were putting it 
back?" 

So, for now, Frederich Zacher's tombstone is sitting in our flower bed, with roses and flowers around 
it, waiting for the time it can go home. 

Steve and Susan Hall, San Antonio, Texas  
Previously published in RootsWeb Review: 27 January 2008, Vol. 11, No. 9 

 

New Titles in Local History and Genealogy for August 2008 
 

Evans, Richard K. The Ancestry of Diana Princess of Wales:  
Twelve Generations. New England Historic Genealogical Society. 
2007 
 
Freedom & Slavery Documents in the District of Columbia.  Vol. 1: 1972-1806. 
Gateway Press. 2007 
 
Grapevine’s Most Unforgettable Characters. Grapevine Historical Society. 
2006 
 
Organization for the Preservation of Historical and Genealogical Records. 
Funeral Home Records of Van Zandt County, Texas. Funeral Home Records 
Of Van Zandt County, Texas. Bartley Funeral Home. Oct. 1947-December 1955. 
2007 
 
Organization for the Preservation of Historical and Genealogical Records. 
Van Zandt County Treasurer’s Ledger 1870-1875. 2008 
 
Reed, B. Bernetiae. Slave Families of Thomas Jefferson. Sylvest-Sarah Inc. 
 


