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Coming Events  

 
Monday, Jan. 21, 7:00 p.m., Irving Central Library - Cheryl Vaughn will be speaking on 
Researching Your Indian Ancestry.  She started doing genealogy in 1997 when she set 
out to prove her Indian Heritage. Since then she has received her certificate degree of 
Indian blood and has become a tribal member of the Cherokee Nation. Currently she 
holds membership in the First Families of the Cherokee Nation, and has traced her 
Indian heritage back to Nancy Ward, who helped the American Patriots in the 
Revolutionary War. In addition to her own Indian Heritage, she has researched her 
husband’s Indian Heritage, and today Curtiss is a registered member of the Choctaw 
Nation. 
 
Monday, Feb. 18, 7:00 p.m., Irving Central Library – Kelvin Meyers will present his 
program, The Hand that Rocks the Cradle Could Rule the World – How to Find Your 
Female Ancestors. 
 
Saturday, Feb. 2, 10:30 a.m. – 12 noon, Herman Wright Tandy Lecture Hall, Ft. Worth 
Central Library, 500 W. 3rd St. 2008 Community History Workshop Series, “The Long 
Black Line,”  with Herman Wright. 
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The Irving Heritage Society will present a program on Discovering and Preserving Your 
Family History and Traditions on Thursday, January 17 th, at 7pm  in the Garden and 
Arts Center, 906 South Senter.  Jan Hart, Archives Coordinator, will be the featured 
speaker.  Learn how to record your family history, prepare for a family reunion, or know 
about your community.  Refreshments will be served.  Guests are welcomed.  For 
information see www.irvingheritage.com or call 972-252-3838. 
 

 
Dallas Genealogical Soc. Technology Day  

 
January 26, 2008  at the J. Erik Jonsson Central Library, 1515 Young Streeet, Dallas, 
TX 75201 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. – Tentative schedule includes programs on Legacy 
(genealogical software), DNA, TMG Utilities, Digital Imaging, Excel, Word and 
GenSmart.  For more information go to online to www.dallasgenealogy.org. 
 
 

  Attention Heritage Senior Center Members  

Saturday, February 9 th the Heritage Senior Center and Irving Genealogical Society 
team up to offer a beginner's course in genealogy.  If you have friends or neighbors who 
have an interest in tracing their family history but don't know where to begin; or feel you 
need a refresher course yourself - this is it!   

Forms will be provided.  Attendees should bring any information they may have on their 
recent generations.  Learn what to look for on the census records, Bible records, vital 
records, obituaries and more.  There is no charge, but attendees must be a member of 
the Heritage Center.  To sign up, call Barb Tsirigotis at 972-255-8966 or the Heritage 
Senior Center at 972-721-2496. 

 
 

Vital Records Research on the Internet  
 

Once again, Mary K. Weber will be conducting a class on Vital Records Research on 
the Internet in the Heritage Senior Center computer lab on Saturday, February 26 
from 10 – 12Noon .   The class is open to members of the center and there is no 
charge.  A handout with vital record web sites, most of which are free, along with helpful 
hints for researching will be furnished.   Part of the class time will be spent doing 
research on the computer by those attending.  It is necessary to sign-up for this class at 
the center in advance.   If you have any questions about the class, please call Mary K. 
at 972-251-1264 after 9:00 a.m.   
 

 
 

Arlene Lewis  
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Arlene Lewis, who was active with IGS for many years before retiring and moving to 
Kerrville, had a stroke at home.   After her granddaughter moved her back to Irving, she 
suffered another stroke and is now in Northgate Plaza Nursing and Rehab Center at the 
northeast corner of Northgate and Story Road, in room 113.  Barb has visited her and 
says Arlene is very alert but unable to move her right arm or leg.  Her speech is 
somewhat affected, but when she speaks, she is very clear.  Barb was told Arlene has 
lost the sight of her right eye as well.   
 

 
DUES! 

 
It is that time of the year again.  Our yearly dues for 2008 remain at the same rate, 
$18.00 for individuals and $22.00 for families, which can be mailed to:  IGS, P. O. Box 
170881, Irving, TX 75017-0881. A copy of the Membership Application is included in 
this newsletter and can be used to accompany your payment.  Dues are our primary 
source of income and needed to pay for the operating expenses of the society which the 
board has kept to the bare minimum.    
 
 
Native American Research Receives a Boost  
  Anonymous 
 
Since you asked readers to write in about their Native American heritage a few weeks 
ago, I thought I would write in and let readers know about a new resource for doing 
Native American research. 
 
Ancestry.com just put the U.S. Indian Census Schedules, 1885-1940 online. These 
have always been a useful resource for people researching their Native American roots, 
but until now you had to access them through NARA or a local family history center. By 
putting them online, Ancestry has now made them much more accessible. 
 
One of the best things about these censuses--which were taken on Indian reservations--
is that they occurred every year. In some ways that makes them much more useful than 
the U.S. federal censuses, which were only taken every ten years. 
 
So if you have Native American ancestry, make sure to check out this collection. If you 
don't have an Ancestry.com subscription, find a friend or library that does (Editor’s 
Note:   The Irving Central Library has this database on their library version of Ancestry.), 
or try a free three-day subscription.  
 
Previously published in RootsWeb Review: 11 July 2007, Vol. 10, No. 28. 
 

 
Photos and Documents  
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Here are some helpful hints for separating old documents, photos from album pages 
and magnetic photo albums:   
 
Separating Pages in Old Documents -  Jennie Vertrees, Princeton, Missouri 
 
I just wanted to share with you how to separate pages in fragile documents that are 
stuck together. A few years ago, I was granted permission by the state archives 
department in Jefferson City, Missouri, to hand copy some of the pages from the 
original 1880 census for Mercer County, Missouri. 
 
I ran into some pages that were so tightly stuck together that I couldn't get them apart 
short of tearing them, which I didn't want to.  So I asked the person in charge of these 
old documents if she knew how to get them apart without damaging them. She took a 
sheet of acid-free paper and "see-sawed" it gently between the two sheets of the 
document; they came apart without much effort. She stated that the sheet of paper had 
to be acid-free or it wouldn't work. I've tried it since then and it has worked every time 
for me. 
                *     *     * 
 
 A Sticky Photo Problem By Carol Simmons, Minden Ontario 
 
I work at a local museum. We have been faced with the problem of having photos stuck 
to album pages many times. People often donate photo albums, and since we are 
charged with their safe-keeping, we attempt to remove and conserve the photos. 
 
We have found waxed dental floss to be a blessing. We slide a piece of floss back and 
forth--much like using a cross-cut saw--between the photo and the backing material.  It 
works great; the photo doesn't get bent or creased. As a side note, make sure to 
remove all photos from the albums that have sticky pages and a clear film over-sleeve. 
These are horrendous for photos. 
                *     *     * 
 
A Sticky Photo Problem By Richard A. Danca, Newton, Massachusetts 
 
Here's an idea for removing pictures stuck to pages in those so-called "magnetic" photo 
albums, where the supposedly tacky substance meant to hold photos on the page can 
set over time. 
 
You can safely remove those photos by carefully using a hand-held hair dryer set to 
"Low" or "Warm." Heat one edge of the photo and pry it away slowly as you continue to 
direct the warm air back and forth under the photo. A bit of the goo sometimes sticks to 
the photo, but probably not enough to worry about. 
 
After removing the photo, put it in a proper, acid-free photo album. 
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          *     *     * 
REPRINTS. Permission to reprint articles from RootsWeb Review is granted unless 
specifically stated otherwise, provided: (1) the reprint is used for non-commercial, 
educational purposes; and (2) the following notice appears at the end of the article: 
Previously published in RootsWeb Review: 9 January 2008, Vol. 11, No. 2. 


